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CPIRATIGNS CF 131ST F. A. BN. IN YAVALANCHE"

S

The 131st Field Artillery Battalion embarked from the port of Oran
on the fifth or September, 19 3.

Generally, the embarkation plan was as follows: Headquarters Battery,
UsSeS. O'Hara, ngn Battery; U.8.S. Thomas Jeiferson, Mg Battery; U.s.S.
O'Hara; wugn Battery, u.s.s. Carrol; and Service Battery, H.M.S. Orontes,
A1 12 Howitzers of the Battalion were loaded aboard HoM.S. Thrusta, pat-
talion Headquarters was distributed among the various ships as were cer-
tain personnel of the Battalion, necessitated by the loading of Special
equipment on different ships, (See App, "E" for officers involved),

The first units of the Artillery ashore were the Forward Observer
parties in the second wave and the Lialson parties in the third wave -

priority. From the very beginning, the Liaison and F. 0, parties were wn-
der difficulties - they were mel on the beach by heavy fire from empl ced
weapons supported by tanks and other armored vehicles., Part of the the F.0,
section of "A" Battery was lostearly in the fight when an enemy shell landed
in the middle of the party, resulting in the death of Cpl. Michael J, Brobeck,
Pvt, lcl Harold E, Sarvis, and Pvi, Al red R. Iandstrom, and completely de-
molishing their radio. It. Mamary, the F,0., was about fifty yards to the
right of the explesion and was uninjured. 1st Bn, Iiaison section cleared
the sand dune area without a mishap only to be pinned down in a ditch for
eighteen hours by constant gun fire and mortar fire. The positions were too c
close for our omn troops to pemmit artillery fire. 2nd Bn. Iiaison and nph.
Battery F. O, parties landed on yellow beach and gradually worked their way
indnd under constant fire - in the midde of the morning, Lt. Sample, L. O.,
8ccured an OP in the top story of a house and conducted naval fire on targets
of opportunity in vicinity of Mt. Sottano. Later he neutralized a gun posi-
tion and completed D-day's operation by registering on critical points in
preparation for a night attack, Ensign Semple, U,S.N. crerating from the

same OP, obtained excellent results with Navel fire onenemy strong points pav-
ing the way for further advance onthe 2nd Battalion front,

"CU Battery F.O. party landec with tiie second wave in order to conduct
naval fire. They landed at about 0340 the morning of the 9th, under artill-
ery and small gun fire. Lt. William G. Brovm was in command of the party,
It was almost 1000 befors they m:naged to start firing, their firast target
being three large Roilroad guns. Lt. Brown also conducted fire on tanks,
brealdng up an attack on our landing barges, This also drove off the tanks
that were machine-gunning the beach, lnocked out at least one tank and dame~
aged several others. At times, the party was forced to leave the radio in
arder to get out from under their owvn naval fire, but it kept working.

3rd Battalion L. 0., Lt. Ramey, and party landed at 03L5 on yellow
beach - the party was dispersed in order to get thru the vire entanglements
with instructions to meet at 2 predesignated point further inland. This meete
ing was delayed by constand sniping and when the party reorganized and estab-
lished communications, observation was limited by fire on the OP. After some
time the pressure lessened and the section advanced to Ilace fire on a gun
position; neltrdlizing it effectively. Contact with the enemy was lost short-
ly thereafter,and was not regained during the operation.
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Battery "C¥ waw split inte zeveral rarts for the invasion. The firing
hattery was aboerd the Briuish ship HoboS. Thruster; other parts of the bat~
talion were on the USAT "Carrol", and part of the drivers were aboard the U.
Se S "ifinfield Scott'.

The Rattery Commander, Lt, Milton F, Riesen, ceme in onthe fourth wave.
Cn the way in, the landing barge carrying him and his party was rammed by
another ecraft, bub contimued on to shore. [inding it impossible to go to
the position that had been selected for the Battery on the map, the Iieuten-
ant set up an OF inside a houze uniil fis Battery could land and cone into an
altermcte position.

The four pun sections were to follow Capt. R s Ayers, Asst. 53, on to
the beach. In a swoke screen that some small nevel craft were laying, three
of the sections became separcted f romthe lead DUKW, and only the third gun
section landed behind it. This section was the first artillery piece to
1and on the invasion, and i* immediztely went into action. Machine gun nests
and other targets lhai were commanding the beach verve neutraliqged by fire
from this gun from its pogition &t a point near the woter's edge. Durdng
this time, a group of men welre wnleading ammunition from a DUKW on the beach
under artillery fire. Fvi. fichard Ferris, the Dattery recarder, was fatal-
1y wounded while helping with this task. Capt. Ayers went forvard with a
telephone, and Lt. Gecrge i, Fobian was in command of the gun on the beach.
A German zrtillery piece was adjusting on the hovitzer when one of the ser-
geznts ceme back from the 1h1st Infantry C. F. and informed L. Fabian that
the Infantry Colonel was requesting artillery fire. The Tieutenant had the
gun turned around while Captain iyers adjusted fire on targets. Lieutenants
Fabian and Leslie L. Blackwell sighted the howitzer on tanks that the cannon-
eers could not see, and Capt. Ayers directed fire against a tank on a nearby
iill. The fourth section came in shorly afterward, and began firing immediate-
ly. A tank at the south end of the beach pinned everyone dovm for almost an
hour, but naval fire neutralized the atlack anc the sections joined the rest
of the Battallon.

The first and second howilzer sections came out of the smoke screen onto
the beach having been twrned back from Elue bereh beczuse of the intensity of |
the fire there. They vere with the rest of the Battalion and landed somewhat
later than the third and fourth sechions. These sections went into position
about 500 yards from the water and comienced firing. Several German tanks
were firing from jusl over a hill to their front, but these sections under
Lt. Gearge J. Gantrell, went into action with the rest of the Battalion.

The Battery Commander's part of Battery “B" landed with the 2nd wave at
o5LS on yellow beach. As the landing craft neared the peach it was take
under machine gun [ire, but the landing was made without caswalty. The “. C.
party pushed througi with the Infantry sbout BOO yards imland where enemy
tanks halted the advince. The gun battery was unable to occupy its prede-
termined position and it wes necessary for the B. G. party to retum to the
beach and locate a temporary howitzer position.

The remaining perscmnel of upt Battery aboard the U.S5.5..0! are-.cane in
on call und=r heavy enemy firc. The landing was without cagidl "’i{f!is;_}';sg‘on
as ]l trucks and equiiment could be pooled they viere se;},t” to thg,ig'terrfpeigemx-
howitzer positions. o \ N
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The zun sections of Batbery “BY 1anc.l on Red beach a% apgroximately'
0800 September vbh, 13L2. Tae 1st, ond, and Lth Sections arrived at an
area approximately 1000 yourds 51ightly to the south and directly in fram
Red Beach, &% bhis posltion the 3 gections unloaded their own howitzers, and
some balonping to "A" and "C! Jatteries whicn were tnere, and a 57mm. anti-
tank gun from anothier unit. During this time, a section manned & howitzer
in the beach dunes and tool uxler fire targets to the Eft flank from vhich
the enemy fire was coming.

About 1100 the 3rd Section joined the Battery. By this time all guns
were in position ready to fire. A 1limited number of missions were fired,
principally ab tanks.

Asbout 1530, the Baitery was move Fron its original position to another
position directly across the sand dunes from Yellow beach., From that time
on positions were changed reguwlarly. No firing, with the exception of one
registration was done after D-day. .

The F. 0. party of "B' Bottery janded in the second wave vith "G Com-
pany. Several Yanks held up the assualt and observation was difficult.
jbout noon the Infantry was yithin 250 yards of the railroad., Here they
spotted a couple of mortars and the F.0. purty swept the track for two hun-
dred yards removing this obstacle.

The history of "A" Battery on D-day is very much a repetition of the
other two firing batteries. They experienced the same difficulties due to
the confused landing - the guns were brought together early in the fight,
and targets of ppportunity taken under fire. In the course of the landing;
Cpl. Cerl E. Hargis received a gunshot wound in the side while helping man a
cannon company section firing on tanks.

The Battalion position wes organizaed around "A" Battery's guns in the
early afternoon when they came under Battalion control.

Major Frank E. Fulgham, the B.litalion Commander, and his staff dis em-
barking from different ships, were w7idely separated in landing. They immed-
jately set about to collect fthe units together in order to bring the Batter-’
jies under Battalion control at the parliest possible moment. This was ac-
czgp&ished around noon, and the Fire Direction Center began immediate oper-
ation.

Members of Headquarters Battery were scattered throughout the beached
pitching in where a hand was nesded » many helging in the gun crews and
others aided in the setting up of a defense. OCommunications were good con-
sidering the nature of the operation and were maintained in spite of artill-
ery fire and constant harassing fire from snipera.

Service Battery under Captain Hormazn K. Snodgrass, landed early in D-day.
The following is an account of their operations.

On September 9th, 1913, four officers and L2 enmlisted men of Service
Battery came ashore, The majority of the battery came ashore from the
British ship H. M. 5. Orontes. This group consisting of Capt. Snodgrass,
Lt. Hahn, an. W. O. Odom, with 39 enlisted men landed at. about 1500.




he unit immediately started working it's way south to a given position be-
%weegnﬁiue and Yellow beach which had been designated by map as an area for
Supply greups. This necessitated crossing Red, Green, and Yellow beaches,
a distance of about one and ons~half wiles,

The Kedicel Detachment under command of Captain Hiram P. Hawk, landed
by section with their assigned units and ient into action with the batter-
ies.

By night{all on D-gay, the 131st Field Artillery Battalion was dug in
about 500 yards inland from Red beach and prepared to support the Infantry,
by firing harassing fires during the night. {See Appendix "B"),

Casualties for September 9th, 1943 were as follows:
1, Xilled in Action:

Cpl. Michael J. Brobeck, Battery "A',
Pvt. lcl Harold E. Sarvis, Battery “A",
Pvt, Alfred N. Lundstrom, Battery "AM,
Prt, Richard Ferris, Battery "CU,

2, Tounded in Action:

Cpl. Carl E. Hargis, Battery AW,
Cpl. Theodare B, Mloticowski, Battery "B".

3. Captured:
None,
L. Missing in Action:
T/l John W. Raper, Battery ",
| D plus 1

Morning of the second day in Italy found the Battalion in much better
order than it had been 2L hours previously. Aside from continuing the im-
provement of position the morning was spent in gatherinyg together the
strageglers, de-water-proofing vehicles, and countless other tasks that such
an operation makes necessazry. The air attacks on the beach continued through-
out the morning ~ one bomb landing in the CP of a shore Battalion some three
hundred yards away.

Eurly in the afternoon Major Fulgham selected a pawition (See Appendix
"B} farther inland and the Battalion moved by Battery, completing the occu-
pation of new positions by nightfall. No action was seen in this sector -
contact had been lost early in the morning and never regained.

Casualty for Sept ember 10, 1943, T/L John W. Raper of Battery #C! still
miasing in action.

D Elus %_

Another ndght passed with one severe alr attack in the early morning.
Aside from registration, no firing was done on the third day. 1In a dusk :
air-raid Cpl. Cato R, Mcdaniel and Pvt. lcl Arthur J, StilWE11d0£yB?§§§;§
WAY and Pvt. lcl Wayme A. Humphries of Battery "C" were ipjure g
AA Fragments, Observers gidissaing gD, 153 -~’;pd1ng all avenues of




approach, reported no sontact with “i1¢ eneny. Reconnaissance for new positions w
made in the afterncon, and the Pattalion displaced across the Solofrome
River, under cover of durkness. (See Appendix "B"), Exgra guards were
placed to repel ex;ected atiack from enemy air-bourne troops,
Casualties for Sertember 11, 1943 were:
1. Killed in action:
None,
2, Wounded in action:
Cprl. Cato R, McDaﬁiel, Battery "AV
Prt. lel Arthur J, Stilwell, Battery "AM,
Pvt, lcl Wayne 4. Humphries, Battery “wCn,
3. Captured:
None,
L. Missing in Action:
T/l John W. Raper, Battery ngn,
D plus 3

Early in the morning of September 12, 1943, Battery A" was ordered to
move to the north sector of the front where a strong enemy counter-attack was

developing,

- The battery left early in the morning and went into action near Imbrosta
(Coord, 85.6 - 13.3). Early in the morning while adjusting his battery from
a forward 0.P., the Battery Commander, Captain John T, Kershner was idlled
by an enemy sniper. The battery continued throughout the day under the com-
mand of the executive, Lt. Fabian, firing in support of a Battalion of the
36th Engineers. At 1800, the Battery was released from this mission by the
6th Corps Commander and returned to Bettalion control.

The remainder of the Battalion spent an uneventful day. There was an un~
confirmed report that the tnemy was using poison gas from airplanes. Except
for the usual air attacks on the beach, the evening was quiet,

Casualties for September 12, 1943, were:

1, Xilled in action:

Capt. John T. Kershner
# T/4 John W. Raper, Battery “GH

2 2e Wounded in Action:
None,
3e Captured:

None:




L4, Missing in action:

Hone.

# Sgt. Raper was found to be on the list of the CRO as having been killed
on this date.

D plus b

Avound 1330 in the momming Lt. Fabian reported back from the northarn
mission with Battery "A'. During the day, Lt. Kilian H. Mauz was placed
in command of "A' Battery. Barly in the afternoon the lilst Infantry was
pulled out of its positions to be sent %o the northern sector to meet a
counter—attack. The 1llst Infantry was to be replaced by a regiment of the
82nd Airbourne Division, who were to land at dusk. These troops were need-
ed in the northern attack however, and by nightfall, the only personnel on
the eastern and southern fronts were the Liaison and F.0. parties of the
Fleld Artillery. Reconnaissance was made for night displacement to the
north side of the Solofrome.

Capt. Ayers, Lt. Brown, and It. Rich left for special duty with 36th
Div. Arty., on the northern sector

D plus 5

The Battalion displaced to its new position at 0200 and by daylight’
were completely dug in. (Sse Aspendix ngn), Observers from the OF'S
reported interception of enemy comnunications on their radio during the
night. Around 0600 a Battalion of 5i1lst Shore Engineers arrived to take
over the sector. The remainder of September 1k, 1943 passed uneventfuvlly.

D ghgiﬁ

Early in the day reports of small British patrols began to come into
the CP. The parties were actually elements of the British 8th Army whose
exact location had been sought for some time. Little else of importance
happened during the day.

D plus 7

Except for intermittent air attacks on the beach, September 18th was
a quiet day for the 131st F. A, Battalion. Early in the afternoon a recon-
naissance for a position in the northern sector was mede.

D plus 8

Nothing of importance occurred on this date other than moving of the
Battalion, less YAl Battery, into its new position (see Appendix "B") under o
cover of darkness. Babtery "A" remained in place in the old position to
support the 505th Infantry on the southemm sector. Captain Ayers, Lt. Brovm
and Lt. Rich returned to duty with this organization. :

HESmiGFED




D plus 3

September 18th passed very guietly with occasgional shelling of the
Battalion area - no rounds limded within a hundred yards of amy installations.

D plud 10

Nothing of importance happened in the 131lst Fisld Artillery Battalion
on September 19th, 1943.

D plug 11

Early in the morning word was received that the 36th Division was going
into a rest area - reconnzissance of the proposed area was made in the after—
noon, &and the Battalionalerted to move.

D olus 1o

The 131st Field Artillery Dattalion moved into its bivouac area, two
miles soutneast of Persona late in the afternoon onthe 21lst of September.
The Battalion immediately begun oreparing for a period of intemsive train-
ing for the next operation.

Captain, 135t F. A. Bn.
522

HOTE: The following documents are attached to the original of
this narratives

Exhibit "A" — Copy of Unit Journal,
4 0BM - Situation Map
" ongh - Firing Chart.
v 1pY . Record of Firing.
n UEY ~ Assipnment of Officers.
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Operations of the 13lst Fisld Artillery Bn. In Ttaly, November, 194%.

Mondey, November 1, 1943, found the 15lst Field Artillery Bn., in the
midet of Peverish preparations for the operation fPornado." This was the
third (and lest) slert that the battalion had drawn in as many weeks. This
first operation was different from the two preceding elerts in that it vas
never intended to be carried out. Of course, only the very fow people
naceesary to its planning and exscution knew the intent, so preparetions
were made in details Early the next day, November 2nd, the loading or ve-
hicles was completed, and allpersomnnel, completely equipped even to ratione,
was sboard by noon. Ae soon as the ghadows had covered the embarkation aree
sufticlently to acreen ectivities from any local observetion, the boate were
unlosded, to the amazement of the troops, and-all personnel end equipment
concealed on the quay in a deserted seaplane hengere While the convoy pro-
coeded toward Geeta, aes per schedule, the smpty decke hidden in the ahadow
of late evening, the troops were brisfed on the plen of the operation. The
battalion returned to the bivoumc erea under cover of darimess elated by the
news thet the purpose of "Tornedo", nemely to force a weakening of the ocen—
trel and western German line by withdrawal of troope to meet the invasion
threat, had been succeasfule

Wodnesday, November >rd, wae spent largely in de~watarproofing equip-
ment. and otherwise restoring to normaley any changee that had been necessi-
tated by the nature of the operatione Late in the day word wae recoived that
the divieion might go back into the line in the near future. With this in

mind, the remainder of the week was apent in careful checking of materiel
and aquipment for possible laet minute needa.

On Tovember k4th, lat Lt. Willlam G. Brown, 0-1166918, Essen Junction,
Vermont, was awarded the Bilver Star for gallantry in action during the Bate
tle of Salerno. This eame date, en sdvence party left for the central sec-
tor of the front to eelect an assembly area in anticipation of early entrance
into combate The hattalion followed on the 6th apd Tth, spending two days
en route due to the extremely crowded condition of the roads, and went into
concenled bivouac two miles southeast of Marzanelloe

Here the battalion remgined until the night of November 18th carrying
on intensive training in epite of constant rein and deep mud that turned all
ronde into almost impasseble bogae Traffic was reduced to absolute minimum
and supply elone beceme a tremendous probleme On November 10th, Major Fulghem
left for a. wealk on temporery duty at gorrento, Italye

On November 15th, the Battalion Executive with his party mede e careful
reconnaisesnce of the poeitions of the 3oth Fleld Artillery Bn. in anticlpa-
tion of relleving them at an early date. This change wes delsyed until e
ty-pass could be built around the existing roade PY llaxei 1 n gaa i

L]

paseable. r}‘f
. . T k “ ey
A -

alas 4 EWN
/5

SHORUTHONRYTT

. PR T e e

laie jnstizls



After dark on November 16th, ths Forward Observer section ot Battery "AM
urder the direction of lat Lt. George Ne Mamary, 0=-1167096, of Brooklyn, Ne Ye,
acoompanied the lst battmlion of the 14lst Infentry to the front north of
Mignano, Itsly. 7/5 Marion Le Porry, 20813380, of Monte Rey, Calife, was
wounded in the back by = shell fragment end svacuated. Condition was not ser-
ioune

Major RPalgham returned from 8Sorrento, Itely, on the 18th to be amssigned
imnedietely to Division Artillery. Major James Ee Taylor assumed command of
the 13let Fs A4. Bhe. on this date, and his firet official act was to lead the
battalion in its black-out drive through a cold drizeling rain to iim new posi=-
tione wt.the front. This ooccupation ef posiilons was very difficult in that
the temporary rosd built to evecuate the 39th Fe As Bne was very neerly impasse
able by the time their laest elements had clearede Ewch vehicle of Hesdquerters,
"B, and "C"'Batteries had to be winched up & thirty foot muddy elape that was
originally the side of a railroad cute Finally, just before dawn, the bank
1tself Eocame such a bog of md that evem light vehicles could no longer be
winched up and many of the vehicles of Hésdquarters Battery had to be sent back to
the rear to wait for m new road. In apite of these difficulties, the hettalion
was ready to fire by daylight and the firet concentration was on the wey at
0700

The 19%th was spent in improving the almost impossible positions (Olel
07+4)+ Reconnaiesance was made throughout the day to find other routes out of
the: area-but none could be found. Little activity was reported by the QF's
and most of the 1,500 rounde fired wers on prearranged targeta. The bettallon
aroa was shelled three times during the daye 8/8gt. Willard M. Hinkle, 20813451,
from Tuscaloosa, AlpBmma, was struck in the chest by a shell fregmant while
checking a wire line near the Battalion Qe Po

Tiie mlssion of the division wes to hold the psse north of Mignano. With
this in mind the lklat Ihfentry set up en intensive patrolling schedule as
training for insxperienced recruits and elso to develope the experlence of
leaders ocoupying new positions. With such a miesion the supporting ertillery
is left with little to do other than constant obaservation and scheduled miesions.
of harraesing end defensive firea.

Tne 20th of November might be coneidered a normel dey for the battation,
ocoanional shelle feliing in the area but mons in numbere. The usual harrassing
miseions were fired throughout the night. Wire lines begen to go out, especiw
aelly forward lines, due to0 almost constant shelling of the roede. ALl supply,
including ammunition, was hand-carried from the highway scross the deep railroed
cut and to the battelion urnder cover of derkness. Ammunition especially pre=-
pented a very definite probleme Rounds hed to be cerried separately down and up
the aloping mud bank requiring emmunition sections to be augmented by other
personnsls. This in iteelf wes no ensy matter as the constant shelling wes rao-
quiring double wire crews to maintsin communications and all availeble men were
already working overtime me gun crews in addition to other duties. As one of




the battery commanders remarked when three calls for extre men came in at once
"It can't get any worse, if ws can get by this one, boys, we've got it tickedo.™
The 2lat merked the beginning of incremssd snemy artillery shelling. More
rounds fell over longer periods. The arsa gurrounding the 1318t Fs Ae Bn. wvase
being occupied nightly by more end more units. Soveral battaiions of 155 mm.
howitzers and one of 155 guns were neerby and naturally drew fire. T0 add to
the confusion, several units of T. D. served as roving guns elong the erest in
front of use There can be no doubt that those unite are respongible for much
of the counter-battery fire we received. Our positlions were well cemouflaged
and gll pieces had good flash-defileds, but no emount of this will sa¥e n posi-
tion when all the surrounding eree is filled with other artillerys Dus %o in-
creased shelling of the arem, all daylight traffic, with the exeeption of jeeps,
wae discontimed on Highway #5+ Ossualties for this date were: 0Opl. Olyde
Lindeay, 34191418, wounde in left hend and wrlet; FPFC John M. Bosse, 32335507,
slight wound in left lumbar region; and Pvt. Roy W. Green, 39451346, wound in
sacral region; all of whom were wounded by n shell bursting nsar where they
were working on wire lines: Cpl. Lindsay refused to be evacuated until the
wire wes in, an exemple of the spirit that is being eonstantly dimplayed by
all the wire crews.

The 22nd found still increesed shelling of the ares, fire foll elmoat
contimwously erll afterncon sometimes in groups of four to six rounda, other
timae single shells at irregular intervalse On thie date, Ople Willlam De
Campbell, 13061789, was injured by a shell fregment while menning an O» Pe
at the fronte Pvte William T. Bereford, 15120869, received a shell frag-
ment in his back from e burst mear the Cs Pe 9/8gte James Oe Hall, 20813449,
mess sergeant with Battery "B, wme injured 1n the left forearm by a shell
fragment while working in hie kitchens The cut across the reilroad was
filled by Enginmers, greatly reducing the supply problem, but alsoc increesed
the congestion in the elready crowded area ss two new battarions of artillery
moved in on the left flanke While on a miseion with the l4let Infantry, the
832 reported s method of target attack he observed used on one of our mighe
boring batteries. The German observer first fired one rourd of HE on a house
end followed it immediately with smokes Then, he moved hie fire to another
houss, well on the other side of the battery, snd repeated the process. Then,

within on® minude, he dropped a battery concentration squarely on the
poeitions. The o;iginal point of adjugtment uaaaabout gOS;ya¥da to thgu?aft

front of the battery end the second was e similar dlstence to the right rear.

_ November 23rd wes urmususl in that no shells were reported in the battation
area--very litile activity wes reported from the fronts late in the afternoon,
Pvt. Ralph Oreig, 34326770, wes injured in the leg by e shell fragment in the
vicinity of the 755rd T« De Bne

The ususl herrassing fires were received on the 24th, some concentrations
of six shells, others intermittantly throughout the day. Observation at the
front was difticult as the forward elements were under heavy fire much of the




days Late in the evening, San Pietro was bombed by American planes. Observe
ers reported only one person seen in thet vacinity afterwards. No casualties
occourred on this date.

November 25th was the third anniversary of the 13lat Fs A.. Bn. in Federal
Seérvices All the old~timers would Like ¥o have made a *day? of it, but con-
ditions required "business as usual.? Enemy activity increased on the fronte-
8ome small akirmish with hand grenades being repulsed without losas Incressed
motor activity around San Pletro was observed during the nighte

November 26th ran true to forme Early in the day advance parties from
two more field artillary unita errived, looking for possible positions in our
areal Atd, as usual, there was the daily sheliing late in the afternoon.

We O« Bobble M. Odom, W-2110%39, received & head injury from a shell fragment
while drawing signal supplica.

Very little happened on the 27th. Wire communicetions were constantiy
going out due to the shelling of all sreas. The most notable thing was the
increased emount ot enemy fire and battery concentrations now fell where oc-
caslonal rounde had been falling. Increassed patrol activity was reported from
both front lins battations.

November 28th became active early In the morning with twele rounds of
madium ehells landing in the area. This fire was repeated several times ‘
throughout the dey with lighter calibers supplimentings. Such fires naturally
result in casunlties if normal activity 1a attempted. 8gt. Howard F. Coble,
20813007, wae killed instantly when atruck in the head by a shell fragment
that plerced his helmet as he lay in g slit trench. T/4 Myrle Q. Beckman,
27093607, was injured elightly in the arm, and Pvte John J« Me Multy,
32540468, received a mlight faoial wound when a shell buret in s tree in the
motor park of Headquerters Battery. Four men of Battery #"B"'wsre injured
when a shell burst in the bettery positione T/ James L..Hargrove, 20814017,
received a lacerated leg and thigh; T/4 Guy De Brown, 38060950, wae injured
in the back; PFQ Joseph Uhrin, 33279414, wes hit in the leg, necessitating
ite amputation; end PFQ Elmer Jonsen, 32301454, was etruck by a fragment los~
ing a finger. In Battery "A", shells lended in the gun positions, injuring
Pvt. Andres 0. Cantillo, 38027527, in the left thigh. PFQ J. E. Hashert,
28036110, received thigh and leg injuries while checking a line to Battation.
During this eame day, two vehigles (3/% ton weapons carriers), ons 1/4 ton
treiler, end one 37 mm. anti-tank gun were lost by shellfira. Deapite this
counter~fire, the battalion delivered the usual emount of fire.

November 29th wae a repetition of the previocus day with continuous
shelling in intervale of comparative guiets Casunltiss were heavy as on the
dey before. Again the motor park was shelled and five men, all of Headquarters
Battery, were injured. It is interesting to mote that all wers engaged in
lat Echelon maintainance at the time the shells hit and their injuries may be
due to the positiona in which they wore working which did not permit time %o
get in their slit trenches. Thess wen who wara performing dutise that they
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could have shirked undetedted werei PFC William J. Yynn, 13099876, fragment
in left wrist; Pvte Richard Je lerold, 37420533, shell fragment in right
shoulder; Pvt. John Q. Boyd, 34280188, fragments in left eye, nack ard right
aside; T/4 Myrle C. Beckman, 37193607, fragment in left hand and left erm
(thies soldier was injured in the sesme aree the dey before while performing
the same duty); end PFC Ernast Fe Glodgett, 31046329, fragments in left
ghoulder and cheets In this same shelling, one vehicle (a 3/4 ton weapons
carrier) wes demolished by e direct hit. Two jseps wera partially destroyed
by fragments end fire. 8light demage was done 1o other installations but
nona serious.

Preparatione were made for deLivering supporting fires to the 132nd Fe Ae
Bne in a planned offensive to break the deadlock in the Mignano gachtore

November 30th wes noteworthy for omne thing if nothing else, that ist the

troops were paid on tims. In mmdroue other cempaigns, quite g bit of com=
plaint erose from the failure to pey on paydey. This wag the %irat payday

for tho battaiion while ectuelly in combet and the iroops did not feif to
note the extra effort it took to get them paide This definitely makes for
confidencge in the higher echelons. gome occaaionel shells were received but
nothing like the %two previous dayg. Plans were completed for the support of
the 132nd P+ As Bne in the opergtion "Raincoat".

The last two weeks of lovember were cheyracterized by consatant rain,

ohilly winds snd a morass of aticky mud in which all normel conditions had

to be carried out on acheduls. Haturally, supply wes a problem as it is even
in good weather. Particular comamendation is dus the train of Service Battery.
gnd to the 5th sections of the firing batteries for their round-the-clock
flow of ammmition under the most exireme conditions. Rounds were carried
geparately "Bucket-Brigade" gyle acroes a gteep railway cut thet was under
shell fire much of the tims until a bridge could be put across the gape. ©3Some
jdea of their effort cen be obtained when one considers thet well over 1,000
rounds were expended each night. Rations were handled in the seme mannore.

Communications, which are nlways a major problem, lost none of theilr
difficulties in these operstions. Everyone krows that wire uust be policed
off the roeds, thet no two lines gshould follow the same routs, ate., bubt in
this particular situastion even normel precautions did not sufficeae.

Lines that were lifted completely off the roed end up into branches of
trees lining the way went out almoet ma frequently as those on the ground,

"primerily due to shell firs. However, many times wiree were cut by vehicles

leaving the road when turning into new areap--at no time were any of those
linee repaired--units sre seomingly callous to all but their own wire and
make no effort to avold demaging lines of other organizations. W 130 is un~
gatisfactory in mountains for %wo reassonsi 1t i not sufficlently insulated
to withstend the slightest pull over rocks, ropulting in grounded cirguits in
wet weather; it is so limber thet it kinke and bresks unless laid tight which
jis impossible in mountsinous terrein, especially if wire la 1aid hurriedly
under fire. W 110 stays in if laid wall off the treil and away from rosda




where troops and pack trains do mot follow. Radlo communicetions are satis-
factory though e merked decrease in the 1ifo or BA 40 batteries was reported,
Some betteries issued sp the only onee evailable were well Pest the expiration
dates Particular attention neade to be paid to the mumber of linemen authore
ized by T« Oe The conditions of thie operption are not too extreme, and we
met admit that the present strength does not provide even half enocugh lins-
men %o malntain normsl nets. Wire staysd in only because men were "stolen®
from other sactions to maintain s round=the-clock service. This results in
inefflciency in the ehort pections and will seriously affeot the opsration of
any unit if continued for any length of time.

Other outstanding work in this operstion was that of the LO and FO sec~
tions who laid end maintained their own wire from the wirehead while carrying
on their other dutiedi%all. Frequently thees lines were repaired under shell
fires. Special mention too 1s dus the Medicel Detachment for their continued
work under shell fire, which in several coses saved lives that would have bheen
lost had they waited for the shelling to cease.

In spite of frequent periods of shelling, firing was never suspended for a
moment throughout the operation. Gun crews worked dey and night keeping their
position free of water and in firing order, mainteining @ 2f4-hour schedule of
fires« For the first time, this unit employed highe-angle fire and maintained
- an everage of 1,400 rounds per day since going into sction at 0700, 18 November
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VKIDEN Py HINER
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NOTE: The following documents sre mttached to the
original of thia documents

Exhibit A =~ Copy of Unit Journal
Exhibit B « Situation Map
Exhibit ¢ - FPiring Chart
Exhibit D - Record of PFiring




Lindasy, Olyde

Greéen, Roy W

BOEBB,, John M.

Campbell, Williem D-
Bareford, William T.
Creig, Relph

Coble, Howard F.
Beckman, Myrle GC.

Me Nulty, John J.
Wyrm, William J.
Herold, Richard Je

Boyd, John C.

Beckmen, Myrle C.

Glodpgett, Ernent F.

Perry, Marion L.

UNIT BATTLE GASUALTY LI3ST

RANK  A.8.10.

DATE

TYFE

Cpl

Pyt

PFC

cpl

Pvt

Pvt
Sgt
T/h
Frt
FFO
Pvt

Fv+

T/4

PFO

/5

Headquarters Batiery

34171418 21

20051346 21
32335507 21

13061789 22
13120869 22
34326770 23
20813007 28

37095607 28

- 32340058 28

13099876 29
37420533 29
34280188 29

57193507 29

31046329 29

Nov

Yov

Hov

Nov

Nov

Fov

lov

Nov

Mov

Nov

Hov

Nov

Yov

Hov

Battery "A"
20813380 16

Nov

aF, left
wrist end
hand -

3F, sacrel
region

SF’ laf4
lumbar reg.

ar, right
deltold
SFg PU 8t-

REJIDEN

Knoxville, Tennesses

Eddy, Washington

Semerville, Masse.

Butler, Pennsylvenia

scepular rege. Ozeans, Virginia

8F, leg
in jury-
KIa, 8F,
heed.

BF’ r ight
arme.
gF, facial

ar, left

wrist.

a3F, right
shoulder
SF, laft
eye, nack,
rte. pide.
aF, left
hand, comp.
frac. N left
arme

8F, left
shoulder,
blast of
chest.

3F, back

Knoxville, Tennesase
Lubbock, Texas
3%, Paul, Minn
Yew York, Ne Y.
Yilkeg~Barre, Pemma.

Calmar, Iowa.

Franklin, Tenneassee

3t. Pﬂul, Hinne

Bar ton, Vermont

Monte Rey, Calif.



NACS

Caetillo, Andres Q.

Hﬂ.ﬁhert’ Je Lia

Hinkle, Willard M.

Hell, James Ce.

Hargrove, James L.

Brown, Guy D.

Uhrin, Joseph

Jonsen, Elmer

Odom, Bobbhie M.

3F,mid~thorax Tuacaiooss, Alebmms

Rallh  4.5.70.  DATE TYre
FFg 28027527 28 .Hov 8F, left
" thigh

FFPC 28035110 28 Tov 3F, right
thigh, lelt
leg.

Battery Mpt-

8/3gt 2UBL3LSL 19 Yov

8/3g% 20813449 22 Hov 8F, left
foreerm.

T/5 20814017 28 Nov SF, right
leg and
thigh.

T/4 38050950 28 Wov 3F, back

PFO 33279414 28 lov :I'gé left
( emputated)

PFC 32501454 28 Nov SF, left
middie fin-

~ BETs
Service Battery
.0, W-2110%252 26 Nov 8F, head.

RESIDKNOE

Spoffard, Texas

Grend Saline, Texas

Amarillo, Texas

Abilene, Texas

Tokio, Texes

Latrode, Penna.

Falls River,

Tew Jorsey

Lubbocek, ,Texas




CONSOL TOATED BATTLE GASUALTY LIsT

131lst Field Artillery Bettalion.

HAuE

Coble, Howard F.

NAME

Lindeay, Olyde
Green, Roy W.
Boasa, John M.
Campbeil, William p.
Bareford, Wiltiam Te
Oraig, Ralph
Beckman, Myrle Q.
Me Multy, John J.
Wynn, William J.
Herold, Richerd J.
Boyd, John C.
Glodgett, Ernest .
FPerry, Marion L.
Castillo, Andres (.
Heshert, J. E.
Hinkle, Willard l.
Hall, James O.
Hargrove, James Le
Brown, Guy D.
Uhrin, Joseph
Jensen, Elnsr

Officerse and Warmant Officers

Odom, Bobbie M.

KILLED IN ACTION

BANK
agzt.

AsDe No

20813007

WOINDED IN ACTION

RANK

cpl
Pvi
Pvt
Opl
Pvt
Bt
T/4
Pvt
P
Pvi
Prt,
FFrC
T/5
Pyt
FFg
3/8gt
8/9gt
T/5
/4
PFg
PF¢

Al SC N'

34191418
29451346
22335507
13051789
13120869
34326770
37093507
32340468
13099876
37420533
34280188
31045329
20813380
38027527
38036110
20813451
20813449
20814017
38030950
33279414
32301454

WOUMDED IN ACTION

W.0.

W-2110380

Hq» Btry. (Twice wounded)

Sarv.

ngy
g
ipn

g

Btl‘y.
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Cpsretions of thne 13lst Fiold 2rtillary Zettation In Ttely, Decsmber, Lo4%,

The terrein rorih of iiznanc ia a veculier arresgszent of mountains

and valleys with peaks rieing ebruptly from the valley floor. Two of these
smell hillocks (emall in comperison to the tremendous wesses on sither gide )
namely, Rotundo erd Lungo, fori e natural stopper in the bottleneck of the
Liri valley. These two points had bzen occupi=d {completely in the case of
the forwer snd only partislly in the lettsr) by tho l4lst Infantry in mid-
Yovembsr with the 13lst Field artillsry Battslion in close support. o at-
tempt had Leen meds to entor the valley becanas the heiphte on either side
ware controlled by ihe ensoy.

Late in Jovember, plans had been completod %o take the mountaing on
the left and the 131et Field frtillery Baticlion was sseigned the wission
ot rendering closo support to the 142nd Infenfry Coxbat Team reinforced
by Specianl Troopss

The ls% of December found thz lslst Field Artillery Battalion still
in the supzort of the 1A4lst Infantry but complelting plens for the couing
pttacke The usual emount ot znemy shells wers yseesived in the battalion
pree wivh no capinlties reported. Little of rotz oocurred other than
the raport from an Le Co that e Nebalwarfer heé besen located near Sen Vit--
tores. Pvte. Ross Daruvell, 34352182, of Btry. G, wes roported injured In
the foot Ly a falling rock while carrying gapplise up ote Lungp.

Dzcember 2rd opened with o bang--zneay shelling begen at D0l43 and con-
tinued intermittently for two hours. Thls was repeated throughout the dey
repulting in the injury of Sgt. Villiew Le vie Callum, 34170792, of Btry.

g, end the loss of two jesps, ore of which was the battalion comnanders,
the gecond he had lost within a weeke. PFC Williem Ga Talley, 27208053,
of Hgqe Btrys, wes injured in the shoulder and chast by ehell fraguents
while trouble-shooting the wire to his lieison sochion. In the afternoon,
the tempo of ertillery berrageos on the enany began to increesse and large
fliphte of bozbers mppeared to drop their loads over the objective in
preparation for the attacks

The cennoneding conbinued througnout the night and the attack jumped
oft on schedule to the tuns of a "serenede®. Zarly in the morning, reporte
of initial successes begen %o come backe The British took Hill 96% at
0100t 8pecial Sorvice Troops took Hill 950 at O445. The 131at Field Ar-
tillery continued firing throughout the day, receiving heavy concentrations
of counterbattery fire from the eastern sector.




tiost of the reslistovce on %he eastorn hiilla had ceesed by dawn of the
4the The western sector, however, wes a different story. iill 907 wes taken
by the Specigl 3ervice Troops snd as quickly lost. Hill 965 taken earlier
by the British fell to a counteratiacke Normal firing continued throughout
the day, the only casualty being Pvt. John T. Leach, of Btry. 3, whose cave
in which he wes sleeping collapsed due to the intenme firing and suffocated
hiny

December 5th was rafher quiat throughout with Little or no ectivity;
five IE 109's attaclked our eir-CP but ne demage was done.

Zarly in the worning of Decszinber 6th, a freak aceident occurred in Biry.
3+ A shell case rupturad and a small hit of brass shot rrom between the
breech-block and barrcll and pierced the chest or gunner Cpl. Wayne F. Dris-
will, 20813454, Reconnalssance wes initieted for new position in the Vena-
fro sréa to supvort a drive on the mountsins to the sast. During the after-
noon, the ground lest the two deys previcus was regained and the srsa con-—
solidated. Letc in the efternoon, an air-C? wes shot dourn by Cerman air=-
craft, the nilot and obmervser escsping by perachute.

host ot the daylight hours of Decsaber 7th waes spent in preparing for
the night occupation, gun pits were dug, ;un positions surveyed, and wire
laid so that e oinimum of activity would bhe reguired by night. For the first
pheae the battalion was in support of the 3rd Ranger Dattetion.and-liamison
was esteblished with them esriy in the daye The battalion moved out under
cover of darknenms gnd reported reedy to fire betore midnighte.

Decewber 8th wes uneventful, the 13lst Field Artillery 3attelion, re~
meined in direct supyort or the 3rd Ranger Bsttelion. The following two
deys wers equally suiet, ine only notable occurrence beiny the arrival or
8ix new of'ficers, essi;med me forwerd obscrvers. The ©lat Field Artillery
Settetion arrived to reinforce the fire of the 1lslat Field Artillery Zattelion.

December llth dawned into perfecl air raid weatier and the Dutchmen
took early amdventage or 'he opportunity to boamb tne valley in which the
battelion wes located. One bomh fall in the "C" Baettery gun position, in-
Juring lst Lt. William B. lerchent, O=397121, in the right arm and Fvt.
Williga Ko Gulliven, 33525050, in the left leze In "3" Battery, boub
fraguents injurcd T/5 Carles Arrisgton, 34141111, and T/5 Jewes L. Hergrove,
20814017, while working in the kitchen; Fvts. Zdward J. Yalsh, 35247618,
and Georye Davidoon, %%277083%, recoived viwiler wounde nearby. Fvte Billy
Cheel, 2081232(, and Fvt. Herold 5. Jodderd, 34352720, wers injured by bomb
frogmemts gnd flying roclio when ensay eircroft mede a sscond run around nroon.




late in tha efternoon, 2z third reid over the forward arse resulted in g hegd
injury to Fvt. Thomes 3. Crosg, 20612205, of “qe 3trys, as he wes joining
the 3rg Ranger Battalion wiiy the L. Co grougp.

Te morning of Dase bor 12th pasaed wreventfully.  terly in the aftere
noon, denerel alker arrived snd prasented Legion of werit Averds to Capt.
Hiram F. Hawk, 0-353091, for perforuance bevond the call of duty during an air
raid in Cran, Algeria; to T/4 Dillen L. Wilkes, 34093258, for work done on
an imoroved sight; and to T/5 Frenl J. Krozmer, 32396845, for work on couputor
tables. Later in the afternoon, one ot ths forward QF's received a heavy
shelling end ond Lt. Reyuond . Groreamn, 0-1175547, was injured in tne lega
He remained ot hig post, houwever, dirseting #ire on tha ensiy until the coun-
terattack wag repulsed, dring the gare shelling, opl. Richerd Andrews,
28065255, ues reported irjured, hut Mas beon listed ae wiseing in action
Bincee 2 wan one of the rirot gelogtive earvice men to join the battery
and wes the senior FC e abar beving been in $ne section since first orpenized,

The following dzy, Lt. Richerd L. Brown, 0-1159875, vho replaced the FC
injured by shell firg wen himaslt injured i . almiler neoner when an enamy.
concentration was plpeod on the CI'n Lt. ®rown wag the only survivor of a
group of five ofticers Oceupying tha CF gt the tige. The 3rd Renger Battalion
Was relievad and the 153lat Field artillery Zettelion reanined in support of
the 504th Adpborn Infaotry with to. edd itionz) miscion of supzorting the 143rd
Infentry on the laft.

N8y Blrereit apprprad grain 2 ly on the 14ty drooping bowbs nesrby
with no damagze to 20y of our Instialletiong, gy 8Xire issue of ono blarket
Perindividual wes made In entlcipetion of eolg woether. Tha rellowing day,
3 P51 jettisoned g boub pver AN 3estery) but no daitage vas donc.

LittL;zimpnrtnncs cenrred crn o tha LSth othor than the firing of propa-
Eode 13aflete ant the arrival of' Lte Ublyg wiih twanty enlisted men replgca-
menta. Tig lat dattation, Lhlet Iufeary renlpced the l42rd Infaniry so
that the 131t Fisl4 Artillevy revarted o support of ites normel Infantry
Cozbat Temm with the auxillpry xiesion of direct support 4o the S504th Aip-
born Infantry.

iothing of importence onpurread en the 17th of Deceaber.
Following a conecentration af Tire oround noon, 1otk of Deceaber, obmerv-—

Brs reportad ke enany raiced A Rod Crosa flas to stop further fire presum-
ably to rowove thair swourderd and donds  Thie yaa the firet incident of this




kind in this'aector, though rravious reoperts had indicatsd slullar action
in other fronts. The battation wae nlertad to move to new positionasa.

The following dey advanes clauents Eraparing the new positions were
bombed and strefed, resulting in the followin: caaualtiest: Capts ililton F.
Riemen, 0-397297, iniuvred in lert wrist, thizh ard leg; Fvt. Patrick Porecaro,
32770849, Biry. G, who died with bowb fraprents in the beek and legg; bvt.
James R. Page, 24170572, »nd opl. Horapge T. debon, 34097019, Biry. 0, who
also received injuries from boab fragments. The battaLion survey team was
working in the vieinitv and recaivad the following injuries from concuasion
and bomb fragremtss T/4 Ralph forn, $523C420, right thigh end abdouwen; 3/3gt.
Mancis Z. Howell, 3030817, cowpound Practurs of left lep; PFC franklyn
F. Sandholm, 37420502, neclk, rizht arm end pinneal rezion; PR Doreey L.
Lynam, 22267594, left thigh; Pvte 9illimn T Lerdman, 15085202, thigh and
head; T/3 Frank J. Kroenmer, 32292802, lagn snd facs. Lete in the after-—
noon, elements of the battelion bogan woving inke the new arem. Due to
congeatad traffic, occupstion wen deleved but all battsries reporied ready
to fire by dawn. Azain on the 2Cth, tne white flai, episode was repegted.
Cbservers reported Gerwsns carrying e uwhila fler saemingly svacuating an
instelletion meveral thousend 7ards eweys It could not be determined at
the diatance whether or not tye white flap contained a red gross. The new-
ares wase dinspecled by the Division Artilisry Connandar early in the aftar-
noon.

Around noon, Decenber 2let, 21 Lt. Jilliae ¥, Hofiug, C-1173280, was
injured by friendly artillery fire fallin: on his GF.

On the 22nd of Decnibor, Lhe 121lat Pield hAriillery wes relisved from
support ot tihe S04th Airbor: Infastry end bepen immsdigte plens %o support
tha attack of the 141gt Infantry on 3an Vitiore.

fdeavy rains continued throug nout tae next doy waicing the handling of
eumunition, which wea already a prohlem, even worge. Much of it had to be
hend~carried up muddy slopes ss vehicles could not get off the road.

The dey before Christums dawmed brijht and elear as if in stonensnt
for the previous week of almost stzedy drizzie. A\ few German planes made
8 half-heerted sttdmpt nt » reid 2.8 retired in confusion leaving one nem-
ber a victim to our anti-eirecraft fire.

Decraber 25th wes ¢ heautiful cunghining dey froa the atart, quite a
contrest from the previcus Thristeas spont on Cepe Cod where the wen
ploughed through knee-deap snow to ent the traditional turkey dinner. De-
Bpite the fect thet everyone wns far from hone, the Christues epirit and
chaor wee in averyona's heart. orvices were hald for atl denominetions




while wary soldisrs at4enicd massg #t lezel churches. 3Some unitas in better
3itustiona then othera hed auall shristuaas trces, but all indulged in the
vaual "turgey and trimoines” thet Uncle Zam  ia so0 detergined that even the
front~line troops ahgll have. Tais wean't the best Christmas that could be
hed, but undsr t. e circumeinnces, everyone wes well satisficd. fiormel firing
continued throuchout the dey, no cnaualiies heing rerorted.

Upen the following dey %he clouds returrned as if the reepite had been
just e breek for Ciristupa--little activity wes forthcoming. Late in the day,
word was recaived thet the unit mirht b2 replaced at an carly dete to give
the troops = much needed rost and replace gquipment.

Crders wars receivad upaa the 27th to nove baeck to the rest areg and
an advence party left immodietzly.  Ain air roid ocecurred around noon--no bombs
hit in the immediate ares thouzh onez battery was strafed with no resulting
damage. Zarly in the afternoon, the nusber 2 piece at "at Battery was dem-
aged vhen powder bags were ignlted ncar the pit setting fire to the camou-
flege net and repulting in the exrlosion of pumunition stored nearby. The
only casualty wes PFC Rumsell 'icholls, Jr., 13074933, of Binchhampton, Y.,
who received a fragment in the hend. .

During the carly morning of Daceaber 28th, the battelion began moving
to. the rest aree near ZGan Angelo by infiltration. Firing continued as long
as one plece remeinede Heguosts for artillery fire had decremsed consider-
ebly since the withdrawel of the dernans in our lwmediate area on the 18th
and 19th so thpt such o displacswert was poasible. The outstending feature
of the day wes stesk for BUPPST )

The remainder of Decewber was uneventl, auch of the tise being used
in making camns and cleaning of equipment, and renewing inoculaotions that had
become due during combat. During the afternoon, ot tho 31t of Deceaber,
the entire battelion pasesed through the "de-lousing® showers, receiving com-
plata new clotiing in exchange , 8o taet thsy were truly reedy for a "new!
beginning at midnight. -

During this month of combet seversl facts have become evident. Much of
our firing was long renge which is not desirable for even short periods of
time. To this was sdded the difficulty of high-angle fire which le also
detrimental over extended periods. Thes cowbinations of these two resulied
in some trouble whemgthe left frail jeins the equelizer.

In terrain of' this type whare stean, ronly slopes muist be glimbed and
often held under fire, LO end FO sechions mash carry only a very minimum of
clothins and equipmnent in order to lzop mobilze We found that one sheltar-
half and one blanksi is all that cen bz tekew es each person, including the
officer, munt ke reasponaible For his awn equipient. In sddition %o this each

]




to exchange the field=ber £or av i-fasbvs crei an

.

i,

Tan earrisg g rainceat and re'izes far tuo Az

s Il fra buen found sdvisable

lettor will zcecomodete the
complete individusl equiprert =llouia wors friedos of wovement while glimb-
inge hen radios srz waed o Avitnn reecrve of o 3 84 5% and tares gi 40
met be meintained. It ie nivine™la to est=hlisk wire communications as
zarly as possible so tintl apuizun wortare eett b2 uzad Por ratlona. Theso
forward perties skould e relisvad at lesst wvery flve deys in order to main-
tein average conbeb eFPficlercre IS hnm bean %ourd that eguipient deter ior-
ates rapldly urder such conditions duz 4o nsessnary rough usagze and lack of
Feeillities for proper tiainteinanzs of 2i n2l eguisaent. Asool of trained
replacements for theso gertiss is » -meb ap the weranl reaserve personnsl is
uped in delivering necgessery snzplina to tho ssctions.

liigh~angle fire wust 52 veed in terrein of Shis type in order to yive
cloge~in aupport. Flat-traiectory usesens invarizbly firsd in iriendly
nreas when ettawpting to plec: firzg on cloane-in tariets.  isuouch closer
control of attached units cguipred with thess winpdons is desirmble.

/Z,Z Pl
Voidat o ALIER

Cupte, L3lat Fa 4o Bne
tintorien

#020: The Tollowing docunentn cre atbached to
whe oricingl of this deeunent:

BxBibit & -~ Copy of U':it Journsl

Zxhibit 3 ~ Situaticn uaep

Zxhibit C ~ Piriny Cher Cverlays

2xhibit D~ Record of Firing

Txhibit T - Citations ard Conrendations

Sxhibit ¥ - Coples of Li-Bursts (imit newagaper)
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Tﬁlley, l!ill ":L'j.”’l e

Oross, Thomee s
Zlorn, Ralph

noadquerters Sattery

o ATR0ECSE Osc. 2
Pri. 20813206 Jec. 11

i TRAOA T :
T/M ER230530 Toc. 19

Howsll, Frencis Te3/5~t 30050817 Dee. 10
3andhola, Franklyn P.PPC 37420502 Dec. 19

Lynemn, Dorsey L.

ferdman, William BaPvi

ros.asr,; Frank Je

Hofius, William K.

Oneel, Billy (1)
Goddard, Harold G.

drown, Rieherd L.

Legeh, John T
Driekill, Wayne Ta
Arrington, Carlos
Hargrove, James L.
Wnlan, Bdwerd J.
Davidgon, George
¥ichols, Russell

Verchant, William

FFC 322675945 Decs 19
L5068202  Doc. 12

/5 E2FQ5602  Dece 19

ord LY. 0-1173280 Deo.2l

Pvt 20813328 Dec. 11
Pvt 34352790 Bee. 11

Pattery "B
2pd Lte O=114B87% Dec.13

Fvt 26247849 Dace
opl 20813434 Doce 6
T/5 34141111 Dee. 11
T/5 20814017 Dec. 11
Pyt. 35247618 Dec. 11
Evt  #3275985 Dece 11
fFC 13079933 Dec. 27
il 3“

Batuery

Belot L. 0-397121 Dac.ld

tdrossman, Raymond A.2r0d Lt N-1175547 Decs12

Riesen, Hilton F.

Capt. 0-397297 Dees19

BF, chest pud Sureka, Kanaps
shoulder

3F, heed

31, abdomcn

avd head

ar, left leg

B‘, rts armn

gnd pinnesl reg.
oy, left thigh New Castle, Del.
3F, thich and grand DNapids, lch.
head.

3F, legs and
faces

tufialo Gan, Teoxas
Harrisburg, Fa.

Pasadenn, Texas
Red Oak, Iowa

Uew Tork; Ne Ye

3F, back, leges Ventura, Qulifs
anl Arma. .

A, ritht thigh Plainview, Texas
BF, right leg  Woodstock, Fas

S¥, richt leg  Jacksen, Tenn.

gnd hand.

Suothered Greenwood, Wise
3F, chest Conway, Texss
2F; back Lebanon, Tenm:
8F, left leg ibilene, Texas
BFy back Lannon, Wdis.

BP, left wrist Kensington, Fa.
5%, hand 2inchhamptorn, lie L.

Wichite Falls, Tex.
Chicago, Illinois
“iehita Fsll, Tex.

BF, rit. ara
3F, rt. leg
3%, lt. urist
and leg.
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Nernzall, Ross

Mo Cellunm, Willigm L.
Zulliven, Willica s
Andrews, Ricghard
forcaro, Fetrich

Page, Janes .
Rabon, YHornee T.

BIORIT

- e

un. i L Talls DR
Fet E4TERILY Dsc
954 FHLTOTO2  Dec,
vy 23525060 Cac.
St 22045255 Dea.
Bvte 20770649 Doa.
Fet  TAIT0ST2 Dac.
Gol ANOCTOIG J2n.

YR ]3I0 0L

Crushed foot daebon Gap, Gas

SF, negk Stal“, e Co
8F, lte leg Richuwond, Vae
AIA i@l Peso, Texas

KIA, 30, Peterson, N.J.
back and legs

3F, vack Dunny e Coe
37, rte. thigh Lugeff, H. C.
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Cperatious of #he 1%iat Field Artillars 3attelion In Italy, Janusry 1944,

1944 wes prestsd by e 13lat Fizld Artillery 2attalion with 2 mixed
feeling of charrin and sletion=--che rinnad Lezauas there were lecking so
aany traditionel itzus wit vhich o noher in Yhe iew Yeer and eleted be-
geuge 2ach ann woe datericsd i Win own cdind thet this is The Teer of
Vorld jar II--the yesr ths% azollad utier dofeet for the Axia uepchins.

This fezling of elatisy ynz seehed cquelehad In the Dirst fow hours
of 1244 when a terrific sele oF sleozd ond ruow struck the tent camp just
ps the Battelion was yobirivy after presting YWA4 with ee much of a tra-
ditiongl ceremony es the situmrbion permitted. The remainder of darknees
wes apent in frying to keep e tovhe Srom tlaovlng completcly eway and
daylight found hardly a helf dozsy tonte zterding in the bivouac areas
Tamediately the =2eon sct sbous pntiisy titings to ordar, some reising those
tents which could be used, othurs gscourin: th2 country-side searcning for
wind-blown equipment erd halonzin z. The "oeddest sack" oy popular accleim
upa the wsss serpeant of Hosdquarteore Battery whe erose fo I'ind the kit-
chen tent complotely gonme ard the first reel evcs in months scattered (and
scrembled!) throughout the retion pils and turkeys thet should heve lost’
all aspirations for air nevijstion when they wucre plucked had pur prisingly
telken to flighte Despite thoae and similar handicaps, the Zattelion set
doym 'that dey %o a weal that riveled the Chrictwas dinner a week previous
—~=this in iteel? is a commardetion o ths recourcsfulnezes ot the kltehen
crav.

Jemuary 2nd dawned bright and cleszr ard no timz was lost in spreasding
‘the water-soaked clothing and equipment out to dry. Tentege was drawn to
roplaca that which was ruined hy the storm snd by nightfall,. the bivousc .
arenp hnd assumed e reasoneble deopree of norssley.

On the following day, plana for. an exi:nded period ot reorganization
and training were cut short with the reesipt of orders to return to the
front in direct support of the Speclel Service Troops in their ebtrslt on
the heighte before Cassino. Reconnglssance parties left early in the day
and the remginder of the Baitalion prepered to follow the next day.

The move back Into tha linse near Venafro was mede eerly in the wmorn-
ing of the 4th of Jonuary and lipison wes catablished with the 2nd Regiment
of the 3pecinl Servies Force Tor their attncl on Hill 72 Thie objective
wan teken without cpposition other than occsasional ertillery pnd_mer tar
fire. Doring one -of. the morter concentrationa on tne 5th, '
Bruno, 32237351, lleadauer tzrs Battery, wae injured in-thg

leving wire to his L. C. on {11l 72%. 1In the late evenj
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n gale of propertions aimiler to ticd® 2f Jeiwary leb hit the ares 20 that
Little ensmy echivity wae fertheoming. Turing ihe uishi, the 2nd Regiment,
Special Jarviece Fores, uwag relicved by Goupsny ":2% of the l42nd Infantry
and our forwerd pertiec joined the lzt Hegiment, 3peciel Sorvice Force,

in their move on Hill 1109 tha faollowiay day.

Cbaservation during %hie time was lizited dus to snow flurries and
clouds so that little sctivity occurred in the gun positions other than
sporegdic firing.

fhe story up front with ths forwsrd secticne was different. iany dif-
ficulties appeared that hed nod rrosented themselves vefore. Due to the ex-
treme cold, extra clothing weo cesentiel en wall as gdditional blankets.
Mach of this was carried on the person; ce all available rules were empleyed
in cerrying neceapery emmunition ond retions. ‘Veier supply was obiained
very largely from melted syow. ‘

On the night of Jenuery Ath, the atieck by the lst Regluwent, Special
Service Fores, on Hill 1109 was frustrnted by uncxpeeted resistance encoun-—
tercd on an intermediamte mountein. The foree uas cowmpelled fto falte this
barrier upon which they had not enticipamted resistance, snd so were far
from their objective at dewn of the Tth. UDJus to the unexpecled resistence
et this point, many casuslties hed oceurred, neczositeting e withdrawal to
the originel IP for the purpoaz of recrgenizotion and resupply. Fortunetely,
nons of our forwaerd partiss wors wounded. Late in the day, an edditional
Forward Observer section arrived ond -—zni into the attack at midnight with
the 3rd Batielion, 133rd Infaniry, the original eaction remeining with the
let Regirent, Speciel Zsrvics Force. This gttack resulted in the taking
ot the objective with little resintancz, ard br morning the positions vere
congolidated and prepared for doflenasc.

During this &time the Batimlion Led bosn firing Charges & end 7, so that
the pdvances mpde 1% iasperslive 4o =ove upe Hicconnelsspnse for nsw ereas
was cowpleted lpie in the aftarncon oi' the 24h.

arly in the following wmorning, survey ves initiated in tho bew aree
snd positions prepared with the eid of ¢ bull-dozer from the Znrincers. The
positions were occuplad afier ul;ht-frll apd the bedtories reported reedy
to fire by nidaight. Heavy mertpr fire wan being received in the forward
areas lata in the eltorncon ot the 1lth. Jhile manaing an G.F. on Hill 1270,

Fvte Rey e Glovier, 20813n4=, Iattery "3";  Qple Bargin . Grege, 38170545,
and Pvie Jewes Il. Poloraoe, 241075250, ot of Batbtzry "AM, were injursd by
aor ter fire and Hod %o bz avogi-tzd, The 33%h Diviaiog srtillery wuss nowy
in the line reinfercing the Dlra of ihe St Asrvoped Yield prtiller) droup.
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a gale of proportioms similar to tlct ot Jpruars lat hit the aree po thet
little ensmy mctivity woe forthreozing. Surdv the nizht, the 2nd Ragiment,
Specinl Jorvice Foree, wao relicvad b Company 21 of tha 142nd Infantry
and our foryerd partiet joired lns lst Ragiment, Special orvice Forcse,

in their move on Hill 1109 tho followiag dey.

Cheervation during Shie Hiwe uea luiked duz to snow flurries and
clouds so thab little hebivity oscurrad in the gun positions other fthan
sporadic firinge. .

The story up front with Sh: forward secticno vns different. lany dif-
ficulties appoared that had not "rosented theunalves before. Due to the ex-
treme cold, exhira clothing weo gssentlz1 ea woll es additional bplanketa.
Much of thip was carried on the persons ne all sveilable rules were employed
in carrying necessery emounition ard rotions. ‘ieter supply was obtainad
vary largely from melted spow. '

On the nipght of Jenuery A%, the atlpck by the lsb Regiment, Special
Sarvice Force, on Hill 1109 was frustrated oy unroxpected resistence encoun-
terod on en intermediate wmountein. The f{orce vszn compelled to take this
barrier upon which they hed not enticipated renistanco, and so wsre far
from their objective abt dewn of thy 7th. Uue %o tha unsxpected resistance
at this point, meny casualtica ked vggurred, nrceusiteting a withdrawal to
the original IP for the purpeas ol roorgenization end resupply. For tunately,
nons of our forward parties wiro woundsd. Lote in the day, an edditional

" Forward Observer mechion atrivad and «ant into the attack atb midnight with

the 3rd Battalion, 133rd Infantiy, tha orijpinel esctlon remeining with the
1st Regirent, Special Zervice Torca. 'This attner reaulted in the talking
of the objective with little resistorco, end by morning the positions were
coneolidated and prepared for cefnc.

' 1

During thie time?thﬂ Bebtnllon hed been Tirilng Charges 6 and 7, so theb
the sdvances mpde it imperatbive to weve ups decconnalssance for naw arcos
was completed late in&the alf%arnoon ot thae 2th.

Barly in the following mornirg, survey wan initiated in tha hew aren -
and positions prepared with the pid of = bull-deger from the Bnginecers. The
positiona were geeupldd sfinr vipht-rrll znd ihe baSteries repor ted reedy
to fire by midniglits Heavy mortor Tirs sen beir: receivad in the forward

arens lats in the eftarnocn ot tha L1th. faile amanning an 0.F. on Hill 1270,

Pvie Hey fs Glovier, é0813ﬁﬁ3, “attory "a'; Qpl. Burgin G» Gregys sh1T70505,
and Prb. Joweo Lls Palarmoy 0127250, leth of Bettary YAV, were injursd by
mor ter fire miv hisd £d ba evasotzly Iha 33th Division Artillory wes now
in the line reinforciﬁb B Cire of the St Arvoped Fisld Arbillery Group.
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The now araa wes rathoer erouleld, =5 - crour of bonis thabt were suvrosed to
have clearsd wsre otill thirn. The ot liner wers only 2,C0C yarde away
but nons of the oxpected countorvztiory e usa received. Ferhaps this
leck of eneny firo wds dus %> “hie frob 4heb a1l yoshielaas were sont to the
rear end all traffic wae Zuur onder cover of darknosse

On Jenuory 12th, the Zaliclion was relisved of ite mission of auppor t-
ing the 89pecial dotvice Fores -nd returned o the rormel wission of direct
support of tho l4lst Infenby: in Ehair atisel: on . Srocchio. During this
time there ware frequent eir-relde eler; the {¥ont by both our own and ensmy
alr forcea; but no demags te cur installstions resulteds. luch of the next
two days wae arent in perfecbirg nlpun for th: nzeault. Early on the 15th,
the attack had bogun; ard v neon, weet of tha abjective had been taken.

~On the following day,i the hill nd Lz eccurcd end consolidated. Plans
were immsiddiately mede to mov: ‘o o ncsifiion well foruard 4o auppori the

for theozting crosming B the Bnoido Biver,

On the 17th of Januzry, aivence =arilec wend to tho new position ares
to clear it of mines and dig pun ritu.  Intewss netrolling of the Repido
was begun near the secler in w'ich croscinea uere 40 be made. ‘siany small
woud2n mines Were encounbercd with eseouelties to patroled

'Patrolling contihued throu-heut the 1881 with further reports of minza
and booby-trapoe Fingl proper-ticns of ponitions nzer 3anta Luclia wes com-
Pleted and the Battelion wovad in Swl-v sover arf darkneas.

During the 19th, poaiticnc ware iwirovad ~nd CE's established to con~
trol firee for the attecis Huclke seroe.az wore choerved in the distance and
some activity could bs discernad tironl $he lose; howaver, due to the die-
tance the nature of thoir pctivlti=s could not Lo determinad. Further pe-
tlvity wae noted it the vielnlty of hounan nerocs Lhe river indicating thet

,thg popitione were sttongly hald,

The daylight bhours of Jamuery 20U wers er2n% in final preparations for

.- the attack and cromsing of tho Napido Rivers Linison with the l7%th Fleld
-+ Artillery Battalion, .{;ha 195Lh Pleld Artillsry Settalion, and the 1llth Engi-
- . neers was established ionrly and by ni:htfnll, everything was in resdiness.
o At dusk, demonstrations were bagun by the units on owr flenks in conjunction
- with the preparation firad by our oun troops. These firee were answered by
" only moderate amoun¥s|of enemy fire, quite g fow flares of various colors

and soms Mebelwerfer fires. By 2115 hours, tho main body of tha lot Babba-
lion; 14let Infantry tne perons tho river. .
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dich of the aebivisy during, tuis roriod wee hidden by e uizture of
mwoke snd fog which only thinnsd during 2iddey ond never offered even wod-
erats visibility. Reports eaw> threash 2all nizhi of the attempted crossings
wiich wore continusd throu hout the der nedoer cover of the sumokes Late in
the afternoon, of the 21si ol Jouuor,, thore usg congldzrable increass in
the enamy firings Dwring nu ertillery concentratlon, Li. Richard Le Brown,
0-1169875, Forwerd Cbserver frow 3abisry "B", was wounded in the face and
right eide by shell fragmenta. = Iwt. Aobert we Kofahl, 32333096, of Battery
#3% FO party, wes roported micsing in sction. OCrossings were made by bogt
with some easualbiss due to &inking. The foot bridge was finally in place
and work started with a Belley aridgo. During the entire proceedings, a
heavy smoke scresn was melntzinsd on the river. In aplte of all this, aell
work on the Bailey Bridge wam stoppzd by smell srms fire eoon after dawne

Early on the morning of the 22vd of Jenusry, ond Lt. Dale B« Barnes,

0-1175033, Forward Chserver from Battory "o, with the 2nd Dattalion, li4let

Infantry Regiment, was reporthed lilled in sction by a snlper while selecting
places for his men to dig in. [roops ncross the river were held up by mines
and wire so thet both battalions were caught in e very reatricted areas
Counterattacks and enemy shelling w:re so frequent that the Battelion CP's
withdrow mcross the ¥ivers Throughout the day, cesseless worters and ar-
tillery fires foll within the erza. incay anipere with automatic weapons
taking advantege of tho smeole screcen laid by cur own weapons approached

to points almost wiador thelr owe Tire ond took up gepared positions very
close to the estranced baht-licna. By lete evoning, most of the infentry
officers had been killed and all comwmrnications wore leste Heavy shell fTire
ot both sides of the river nmullifisd ocuy httempt to reestablish contact

with the remnants of the batinlions, zn) by nightfall tho only contact with
theae units wes from individupls who had worked thelr wey out of the trep
end swem back acroes the Repido. Phroughout this action, Artillery CP'e
on i‘ts Trocchio were totally blinded hy the suoke seroen end conaeguently
helpless to nid tha trapped units eititer Ly lecating hostile ariillery or

by rendering close appport Plreas TForwnrd Observers end Ligison crews with
the front eélements were similarly blinded by thc smoke end pesbrichsd by
almost conetent enemy chelllng that wos painteined on the troops. By night-
fall, the lest men escaping scroea the Repido reported strong de tachments

of enemy troops crossing et the site of a previcusly sunken bridge. A8
there were no infantry troors gvallable, the town of S3enta Lucia waa outb-

posted by the 13lst Field Artillery Zattolion pe their poaitions were behind
Trocchlo, only two thousand yerds fyom the rivere.

S _ , .

The nizht peseed uneventiully, houcver, and dawn ot the 23rd of Januery
found tha slespleds artilleryaen heoving e slph of relief ae thoy realized
that a somswhat desporate cituetlon had been mat and overcome. One gun of
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- ard, at one inotance, a haavy norter concentralions

Battery "B" wasz woved Lzosuse nsversl rounds hed landed in iks vicinity end
* the renmainder of theraattnllon set eohout loproving poaitions that had been
considered setisfactery belers Bl rrovious ni-hbe

Very little of imporiunes d:welopsd on Jenuary 24th. Due to the ex-
copalve losses suffercd Ly the Infantry, orders ware issued to go on the
defenslves llarrmsaing fires 2ed» up the majority of our missions with a
demonatration to eid en ati~gl: by the 2Y%h Divieion on our right as the

major efforte ALl CF's were wtill blindod by fog end smoltee

The attespted croseings of the Rapido River by the 34th Division was
frustrated by heavy hriillery fire sal exfensive mine Fielda. Jarning of
‘an expected oountorattacke in our arsa wes received early in tho morning of
‘the 25the  This wes diepelled, howcver, when the =2nsmvr peled for a time to

olear the wounded end deed “ro- the erep. Thiio wes grented %ill 1550, and -

later extended to 1700 Durin- Loip activity, Pvie Robert Y. Kofohl, .
32333096, Battsry "3%, sravicusly listed as mizaing wepn evacuzted frow

the ditch where he hed lain fur thr-o dpye, hoving boen shot in both legs
during the first crossing. Chsrvanifon of the valley wes still limited by

- fof; and pmokee

i
3 .
Ruiors flew Pest and Turicus on She 86th when arctic elothing was
“distributed to the Infontrys the situp%ion did not improve wvion the artill-
ery reezived word to send for an knitlel issue. Enemy ariillery suddonly
~became metive and severel small coveentrations frem long rengze puns fell
~in the vieinitys Foruard srops recoived odditiorel LebslusrZer fire in the

. early mornihg end late evenin; uhsn bhoir fleahes were hidden vy foge The
2nd Battalion, Gth Armored Infantry wam nttached to the l4lst Infantry Com-

bat Tees ge direct support nad linison uss esioblished with hem ot onces
: Vo . i

'.Vary little of dwportonse cecurred on the 27th, ensy long ranga ar~

tillery continued ite intormifbent firing bagws two daye previounsly end

some iebalyerfor fird, wee roceived. All this noiated towprd e withdrawal
‘but tho patrols rspéitad the auetyy pbill there in Cforcae Vieibility wee

Cimproved but atill vdry Limttsds Dz ionotreticnss were fired in conjunction

‘with other’ harreesing firee diring the corly hours after midnighte
; ‘Jenuary 28th wééfmurkcd by contimind long rengs Tire by the enomy.
Targets mseméd to be the Bniley Dridse on Hishupy. 6 and soms Tenk Destroy-

-, er Battalions in position to our reer. iz un: of swmoke at intervels sug-
.. gested that the anomy hed sona obmervaliens {ousver, the eccurecy of his
- fire wes doubtful. o percephibls dansge wns dons 4o thée Tank Desiroyers..

Cne obesrver revorted the enewy unin: AP on the Bailley Bridgo--this wae not
confirmed. -Englnsera worlting rleng fhe river drew soms small arns fire,

Ll
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. should be eliminsted .(%his is dcons mutomsticelly after the first mission)

.

Znemy shalling olackenzd in oor vicisity on the 22th of January with only
occaaional shalls fpllirz in the Ppttelion arce. Avery denne fop prewented
any possibility of obeervahicn so that the mejority of the firing wes unob=- _
sorvads Orderd wora récoived to prapere for rncsher abtenpt to cross the
Repido River-tile tiwe the bew of Gan tuzelo wna to bz the objechive.

iost of the followinz dnv wos spent in plaiming for the assault on San
Angeloe. FProparetory Tirzs uvore orled out and, shoush the operetion was cen~
colled at dusk, the conesntrabima wire Tired o pilternste plens colled for
o pimilar atbecl tha next mi 4. It Ja intoresting to nots that meny of the
ooncentrations slong duy ML coild be FPirad on Ly tae 17let Fleld Artillery
gs they were below minlaum ran e Tor nerge I

. . PN

The last day of the onil i5 plus+ys e busy one with oay day and the
usual paper-work involvedt but the ues unuauplly so due to the completion of
plans Por tne imponding river-crosoin,. pvery onz involved wag more-or-less
tense as such operrntions try oven the bual of troops and this attempt was or=
dered to be mede by = unit clreedy bolow helf-strength in mens. However, the

operption was agein pontponed 2% duslu

I5 has been agoid that the tue ooat difvieult military opzrabions ere the -
taking of dofanded mountaln heiphts =i the cressing of a fortified rivers -
During the wonth of Jenuery, ths 131leb 7icld Artillery Dattalion had the
doubtful good fortune of nerilcipr-biing in both typee of attecka-~naedless to say
pome importe=nt lessona uere lactreds I the esrlior vhases, the firing wase
all high angle at extrewmemn renges, whils in the later ectiviiies portions of
the final defenss lins could net be reached as they foll balow the minimup
elevation for Cherge I! In tbe firing batterics, little of iwmportence was
developed to note other than jmproviged methods for continuation of fire in
extreme wosther. Perhspe the groups who profitsd most by these actlivities
were tha forusrd sections o

thile supporting the 8pncianl Sarvice Iroops in their mountain operations
during the Pirst two weeka of Jonuery, wo Found it necessary %o double the
size of the LO and FO sactions in order to maintain normal operations. While
ectually climbing 1t waee found shab the iggned parke over the wool OD uniform
was the best elothing to weer. The combet suit was cerried, tled to tne pacl
and put on after reaching fh2 top. Qeat pariods should be frequent but brief
~-just long enough for the breething to return to.norumale Bedding rolls con-
sisted of two shelteditalves n:nl two blenkets csrried elther on-the infantry
pack or on a pack kosrd. All srticles not abpolutely necsssary to existan5§“
rations can be removed frowm the conlrinsrs and cerried in various pocketis. The
squad stove i & nocosolby as mzlted anow is vory largely the only water ob-
tainable--the extra gas is carried in canb@anz. ules should be soployed to carry

4
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: l.the'aquipﬂent if et!all poopihla as the werz elimbing is very fetipuing; es-
peelally bto Field Abéillerym-n wivo 4o net norwally mals such woves. However,
pe 1ls the usugel ¢zse, the wulss sere wreded for aumuiition cnd other supplies
80 hat 1t wae neesseary tc plon o gurryiny 211 the sectionel oguipuent on
peck boardes Uire is out of ihe guzstion in auch opsrations eo only a mini
mun 1o carried to weiniein o sevobe ecorirol. “utra redio batteries in the

. retio of one BA 79 4o thrae A MC's vere earriad with arranguente mepde to .
replace thed every 2/ hours. The 51C redio waz carrlad in the two paria, one .
- . Oon each peclt boardi This rgiio while being nn 2xeellent set for worlk on or
near g vehicle 1o very defiuilely 1ot suitebla for operation in mountainous
. terrains  Of temnby-aix scoto aeed liy forwndd ssctions in these operations,
~—=—  ninsteen ha b0 be Fensir:? or replecod duc %o smalfunctioning—~prineipally
' " broken comnectibne in the iousr ceble. Gther foilures weret bed tubsa, un-
~doubtedly broken thioush row h hendlings ests jarred out of alignment; poor
condensers and &thdrs seanin-ly iropsrative due to extrems cold. The 410
redio is entirely too muwkwerd to urid-sarry rnd could be condensed with no
difrioulty at sll {dto 2 ain l¢ cene Hizht enough to ecarry on the backs. If
ths operation is not moving %eo fost, 1 besc nonmp should be eateblished to
_permit wmen to return for short periods to dry out and rest. This bass also -
8orves as an intermediats surply ppint. ‘

The principel problem in the river eroooing was maintmining wire cowmuni-
‘cations ‘as the approachsid to the river were under constent shelling. This
- mekes 1%t imperetive to rely cciaplstely on rajic. The mein difficully encoun-
tered -was finding a cover=d rimes in wrich to set up se all aoproachesd to the
, Yiver had. been thoroughly eclesred of all bruvh and defilated spots were mined.

. . ' :
o - The 13lst Fiold Artillery Betiplion uoed quite & bit of smoks on thé veri- °
' ous phpees of the river oroening. "It is doubtful that any edvantage was ob-
teined--rather, the oconlrary mccording to some of the infantry. kot only were
121l our .observers blinded but aoc were ths troops; making it poseible for enemy -
enipore with esutomatic wsapons to approach vory cloas to the positions end ren~
der very deecdly fire on the pitifully crowded arees. iany of the infantry offi-
cers wore of the opinilon thnt the Germans leld the smoke ihemselves so sffactive
was their use of 1t4 they wore scemingly ignorent of the fact thaet it had been
* “ordered by their oﬁﬁ comnandara. : L

csuppor t artillery too far forward. During most or the month's activities, the
15lat’ Field Artillery Battalion wse lese then two thousand yards from the HLR.

This quite often prevonts firen on points thet could be critical.
' : i : .

I I %%
L ; g : VAIDEN P. HINER
T I ORI b : Captein, Field Artillery

? TR I : j o Historian

1
’

|

1

|

3

4

3

] ]

4

%

{

*

!

|

j ﬂ'i;;;. : One'othar-impoftant 1ten of note is t el it im possible to heve the direct




NOTE s

The following docununtz nre athashed
to the original of thic doeuent:

Txhibit A
Zxhibit B
Exhibit ¢
Zxhibit D

‘Exhlbit |

Qopy ot Urit Jewrnal

Jituekion iep

Suanary ol rlres

Firing; Chert

Cpies ot Ni-Tursts (Unif vewapaper)

-~

Trm e g T R T ST

aaFoe e L e aa

s e o

P L

e T e T e k]

o

et

La—y P



i
—
#
JITT SATTL. CANIUALTY LIST
HTALE : . ‘ | RALK heda ', DATS TY Bl RS IDSI0S
Headqunr ters Battery
Bruno, Anthony f. PFC 31237851 Jan 5 SF, rt leg iewerk, H.J.
| Settery Hpt
Gregg, Burgin Q. i copl 170545 Jen 11 5f, hipls , Swannance, il.Qe
Pglermo, James Iis - Pvt 2177260 Jan 11 gr, 1t leg, Vicksburgz, iilsas.
J R SRR ‘ thigh, back, erm :
: - Roberts, Jay D+ - Sgt 5802523)  Jan 21 SF, forehesd Ripon, Col.
) R o and back.
A ~ Lawler, Tom Ce - | Pvt 32335502 Jen 21 8F, r& wrist, Vorcester, iass.
| g T ; forcheed 3
: Oneael, Billy (iliI) Fvt 20812320 Jan 21 SF, lts hand Plainview, Texas
: | L | Hatbery p!
_ Brown, Rlcherd Le  2nd Lt. C-1L50875 Jen 21  Gf, 1t face, lt Jackson, Tenn.
; arm, lt wrist . '
Kofahl, Robert . Pt 72335(9¢ Jan 21 3F, lego . New Yori, M. Y.
Glovier, Ray W. Pvt 20815447 Jan-11 3F, thigh Auprillo, Texas
{ _ g :
- ] o S Bahbery "ol
L ' . : i
f; Bernee; Dale E. © o 2nd Lt. 0-11730%% Jaw 22 GS8W, neck Cherokees, Iowa
o * S C -
g 2 |
b !
4 g
% I
i k
il
o o
1 g |
,:;r i o i
T L

- e
Sz i Al e,




—————Tm

ek M

I i ~ ‘e -
bl -;LL.L..}.I.'..'.J P 3,’;4.’. d

! =z T—— il Ll AL
.

I:J.g.--:_;
——

Barnen, Dele 4.

TAZ

ey

Brown, Richard L.

LA
L

3runo, Anthon; A,
Grepe, BurZin g,
Pelermo, Jamag 1.
Roberts, Jey D.

. Lewler, Tow ¢.

Oneal, ‘Billy (1)
Kofahl, fAohert i
Glovier, Ray vl

BT 1, wehion

———

crl
Py
-
Py
v
Py
Py

AG
Lde

C-1158875

A3
i

32257651
3170545
z21133250
58022221
22535502
20813328
52235095
20813443

Ja I

Y

Btl"y- It Gll

UidIT

Btry. g0

UnIT

an Btl'yo
Biry. fam
Btry. "at

. Btry- "A"

Biry. My
s try - "Al!
Btry. fpt

Btry. "p



From the fth to tha 124 op Jovanry, 1244, thia battalion suppor ted the
Firet Spseinl 3ervice Feyos. froa Vit 124 to the 3let ot Jenuary, 19244, the
battelion was in direct Fitrort of the lllst Infaniry for its attack on rount
Trocchio and the Repile Ziver defenang.

Casualbies durin: hig reriod wsre caused by gapll arms, mor tars .and
ertillery fire. All nergounzl illed op injured were in Forward Ohserver and
Lialson ssctions. Artillery onmsrvdrs cpmmot operde cerrying heavy aquip-

‘msnt, rediod and wire and belephonze, wich assault infentry companies without

high omeuslties. yith ti- high percente; = of logsss ip specinlized personnel,

- requiring extended perisds of training in commnications and artillery fire

control, 1% is doubtful that ay reel advantege is gained in having observer
Parties with pseault coursyise during this kind of an overation.

Lsesons learned during this veried inslude:
8¢ In on attack apaingt defanscs of unknown strength, such aag g river
crossing vhere the Anintanarco of wirs coumunicatione is problematical,
- radio communications viould be planned ss the primary means. Personnel
who would normally cerry wire cen cerry additional batteriss and other
 radd suppliss. } ) .
be The use of amols La of doubtful velye et any time except to cover a
withdrawal. It obngures cbazrvation from Forwerd Qbservers and static
OP'a, causea confusion smong friendly troops, offers area tergets for
enamy mortars gnd artillary. o
L. Gun positiona may b occupied by direct support eftillery well~forward
without ocerious counterbattory fire resulting if your guns are well dud
o iny camouflage discipline enforced and deytime traffic¢ in positions re-
- alrioted to g minimm. Our rositiong during this period have been ap-
proximetely 2,000 yords in reer of HLE and no casualties in the position’
- area have redulted. : u ,
-~ de Preparatitn Piree end Protective fires during an attack should be con~
trolled by direct BUbport ertillery Lisison officers and infantry command~
erd rather than put down on Proarranged aress on e time schedula,. - Time

R bchedule firda always mova nway {rom nttecking troops more rapidly than

[-they'advancaj giving the ercmy an orportunity to worlk between protective
©artillery fiﬂes and tha infentry makin: the artillery fires ineffective.

! 4‘ R ' Eall
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JAIES E. TAYLOR
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February, a month traditionally cold snd wet, proved mild and dry in
contrast to the previous months spent in combat. The ruggedness of the
country in which all action cccurred, was our blggest barrier to reaching
our varied obJectives thrmghout the month, but desplte occasional gales,
#leet storms; rain and onow, all missions given to the 13lst Fleld Artill-
¢ry Battalion were muccessafully carrled ocut. *

_ - The firet dey of the month proved to be a continuation of the activ-
ities the organization had been undertaling in Jamuary. The Battalion fired

in support of thé 14lst Infentry. On February 2nd, the Battallion was noti-
fied that our obgervers were to be very alert for counterbattery miesions
on enemy guns firing at Cnnsino. Cassino was under direct fire, and or-
~ders were to firé on anything seen coming out of the town. A Battalion
Observation Post had been established on Mt. Trocchlo, and observation on
. Cassino was excellent, This obrervatlon post proved to be the best one

- the Battalion haé hed in the entire Italian Campaign, being equal to, if
not superlor to the ememy's, For the first time, our obmervers had & clear
stretch of territory, and vehiculer and enemy troop movement 4id not have
 the beneflt of mountain terrsin to guerd them from observation. Our

Lialeson Officers reporting "F" company, 14lst Infantry wae being shelled by
the enemy. The direction of fire was determined to be from the vicinity
of Pignatora, and while ouf of range of our Battalion srtillery, was under
observation by our observation posts., In a situation of this type, larger
calibre guns ere at the dimposal of our obgervars, During the day, the
Division Artillery Commander, General Hems, inspected installations and
" gun positione, and commended the Battalion Commander on the excellent way

~in which the Battalion was functioning, ‘

. ]

' The Battalién waé alerted on February 3rd 6o support an Armored Group

“ on a mlesion they had been assigned. All arrangements were completed, such
~as alerting liaison and forward observer groups, and establishing comminice-
tione with adjaceént units. Obmervere reported that enemy concentrations,

in the form of roélling barrages, were being fired on the velley between La

7 Piata and Mt. Trocchlo, moving toward our Battalion ares., Fortunately,

']fthe firing atopped when it wps within 600 yards of our positions. Prior
‘to February 3rd, |all drtillery had heen notified that no fire was to be di-

57§_rectad at the Abbey di Monte Cassino. The monastery, founded in 628 as
" the home of the Benedictine monks, is an international shrine, and in line
“with the desirés of the Allied governments, such mopuments were to be spar-

1 check o

.-ﬂ'ed at all times.' Artillery fire hed been directed on the Abbey, but a
f our rec@rds reveeled it had not been our Battalion. Late that
CLASS; .
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day, the Battalion wrs pefifise th-t the misalon to aupoort the Armored
Group had Been cancelled, ond the Dnitallon continned haressing fires and
on targets of ovportunity eren by the obrervers. The Iuftwaffas paid us
the first vielt of the ronth. bot withont cansing any casualties or damage
to installstions,

Februnry 4th turned ont to be uneventful, though the observation posts
noted much eneny firing and ~ctivity. The Battalion continued firing on
targata of epportunity, canning much damage to the enemy. That nlght, the
Battalion was alorted to the fact that a zale of 50 MPH wag expected by
midnight, and aiter much preperation, officers end men settled down for the
night with the #oPe. it would pass withont too maeh trouble.

On the 5th of February, much small ~rme fire wes noticed in the town
of Cassino by our observern, an® it wae obvious that our Infentry had en-
tered the ovtakirts of tha embpttled town, which had proven so rugged an
obatnole in the drive toward the Lirl Valley. While not in direct support
of the Infantry on any epncial misslon, the Battalion was called apon to

“dellver many devastabtlng Llows during the day.

A large mumber of New Zenlsnd troops wera beginning to teke positions
in our erea. Ugon sesins thls, we were led to believe that the Battalion
was goon to be relieved, That sfternoon the Battalion Commander left on a
reconnaleaance trip for new vpoeltions. Prepearations such =8 alerting wire
cerevs, ammunl tion“sectinng, and ather important ins+r1lations were made .in
the event that we would be moving that night, Enemy shelling, within 500
yards of the Battalion command post, seemed to be ietting clogser. However,
80 far this month, no enemy shells had ectunlly landed in the Battalion
area. That night, seversal rounds landed preund the area, one shell bhurst=
ing batwean the Mo. 4 gun of "B" Battery, and the Ko, 1 gun of "C" Battery,
causing three casualties, all of "C"Battery. Cpl, Joe B, Moore, 20814161,

and Sgt, Richard H. Co, 20814133, were seriously wounded, while Pvt, Ray-
mond H, Renderman, 36247867, wam lichtly wounded. All men were acting as

cannoneers on the Filrst Section pun of "C" Battery. The wounded men were
immediately given first =id and evecunted by the Battallon medlicos, 8oon
efter this miafortunste accident, the Bnttellon was notifled that the move-~
ment planned fori that night had been cancelled.

On Februsry 6th, the Battallon wns notifled that Pvt, Troups F. Grif-
fin, 34242911, snd Prt, Dominick 4. Corrato, 20248062, both of Headquar—
ters Battery, 4nd part of 2 dotachment of troops mssigned to Datached Ser-
vice with e 75mm peck-hovitzer ontfit, attached to the 1E5th Field Artill-
ery Battzllon, had been wounded in sction when thelr cutfit had been shell-
ed the previous day, HMany times during this day, enemy aircraft attemptead
to penatrate our installatlons, but were beaten off by our superior air-
eraft, which vere on conatnt parlal pstrol overhead. Our Battalion obaer-

- vation post tas manned on ~ 24 hour basis for the purpose of observing

gun fleshes at night, and to shlect tarzsets for fire misslons the next day.




g

For the next two days, the Battelion fired on many targets, causing
damage to enemy ineballaticne and equipment. During February 7th, the Batte~
lion was notified that Pvt. Cerroto, who had been wounded on February 5th,
had died of wounds. This wae our first fatal casualty thie month. Oom-
sunications were bstablished with the New Zealand organizgtion, and during

-the two days; thé New Zealenders, intermingling freely with our troops, X~

changed a good bit of good-natured railliery dhd bantering. The men were

“ipterested in theé equipment snd armaments of the men from "Down Under®, and

the frequent aouQQa of Brooklyn, Texas and Kew Zegland accents filled the
air. } I ‘
4 ]

Onlrehruary‘éth, the Battallon wae notified they would move to new PO=-
sitions thet night, end a recomnmigsance verty left that morning to locate
and reconnoiter for Battery positiona. The area given us by Division Ar-

1} tillery was on the forward slopes of the hills southeast of Cassino, and
~over-looking the town. Xnter thnt day, the Battery Commanders confarred

with the reconnaissance party to make final arrangements for the move. At
1715, the Battallon cemsed firing, and ons hour later, started the move
for the new area by motor convoy. The route of march, across Bighway 6,
was accomplished hithuut]mlahap, though the nlght was clesr, and enemy fir-
ing had been encohwtered in this aren during the day. Dogpite a strict

'blackout, and the curving, twistlng ronde, which made the trip extremely

hazardous, the Battallon arrived In the new area at 2367 without any undue-
situations arising. A Battallon command post was set up, and the guns were
put into position for amy emergency missions which might arise that night.
During the nlght gun positions were further improved, commmnications laid
down, survey initiated, and all preparations completed within the minimum
amount of tims, | :

At dawn of Fébruary 10th, reglis tration of the Battalion was accomplish-
ed, and very smell correatlons were noted. The area was reputed to be fhot",
since 1t was on a forward slope, and the officers and men were bueily en-
gaged in digging foxholes, and improvinz thelr positions all during the day,

in preparation for enything which might arise. The 2nd Battslion of the

. 141st Infantry wad rttached to the 143rd Infantry, and we sent Limison and

i1 Forward Observer verties out to relay information to mssist them in their

T misuiona."Commnn#cations at the stert proved a problem, but thoss diffi-
- ocultles wereé overcome during the day. o S

e e |

 ”531xty—bne replacements joined the Battalion on February 11th, and,

- wers ontenslbly eager to carry on the traditione that the 13lst Fleld Are

tillery Battalion had writton during the Italisn cempaign. Although the

- new men had been dverdeas but a short time, they proved highly trained,

alert and qualifiéd to do any Job they might be assigned. They were pro-

 fusely greeted by the old-~timers, and the guestion "Where are you from 1"

.~ rang through the arsa.







Cpl. James N, Christeubnry, 34170361, Headquarterg Battery, was Ber-
louely iqdured by the new type antl-personnel mine, while laying a wire to

- the day_gnéjnight yaa taken up with bhe average nurber of rounds expended,

ruary 12th, Pvt. lel Ray w. Glovier, 20813443, Battery wp» was seriously

~  wWounded during thiélbarruge ond was immediately evacuated, N, damage wag
Z'inflicted_bn our equipment, At thig time, it might be interesting to point

out, that our obsertvers hgg hoted n great deal of eneny activity ip the

Vieinity of tpe famoua nonestery, and 4 became ever clearer that they were

- using the Abbey gg &1 observaticn post, and aleg hag gun emplacementy jp..

- #stalled. Pyt, lel Harry M, Petarson, 37124483, Battery "BY was seriously

. wounded when he was shot by g sniper hiding in ghe Monastery, .

.. haa assigned Liatwoy dnd‘Iorward M gerver sroups to both the New Zealanders
cend to the 141t Infantry, During the day, many civiliana loitering aroung

; -our battery Positionn heré Questioned, ang much vitgy information encom-

_ﬂ:pauaing terrain ang regarding the enemy was obtained, The reports WErs ro-

layed to higher authorities, pq they could not pe checked from gipr posi-

. tiona, That afternoon| Battery "B" pran was shelled, ang commonicationg
;were disrhptad;3'They WAT o immedlataly repalred by the evér-alert wire

‘:Ej Crews, Nb_other"damag ¥as inflicted op positiona op equipment, and ne
zfﬁfcaaualties ocburred from the shelling, The Daw reerults who had been pp-
. 8lgned to thé;Battelioa on February 11th, were undergoing stremong train-

“ing in tha_Battalion rear echelon, Preparatory to their Joining the organ-
o ization in the battle 1ines, 1Tue men responded with 5 vigor that evoked
L commendatiopa f?omithe,?fficers in charge of the training._  AR

ll._




The use of the Abbey 4 Monle Cassine by the enemy as an observation
post, and for sun emplacements, had mede it a troublesome point to us.
Orders forbidding artillery fire had been respected, though the Battalion
had been firing on targets surrounding the monastery for the past several
days. On February 15th, it wes all too evident, that the monastery would
have to be considéred as Just another point of resistance, so long as the
enemy used 1t to their advantsge. During the early morning, all restrio-
tione against firing on the Abbey were lifted, and from positions we
could see the condentrated bombing by heavy bombers, which soon reduced
the entire top ofIMonte Carslno to m smoking mase of rubble. As the bomb-
ing 1lifted temporarily, and artillery fire was directed on it, German
troops made repeated attempts to run from the Abbey to safer positions,
This was concluslve proof thot the Germans had used the monastery for mil-
itary purposes. The Cerman troops were cut down by accurate machine gun
fire. As the 1ling of battle progressed up the slopes of Monastery Hill,
our forwnrd observers were nble to pick numerous targets which were relayed
back to the Battalion Fire Direction Center. Fire was immediately brought
to bear on these targets. All that day and night, haraseing fires contin-
ued, and for practically the first time, the entire Battallon could follow
the entire 1line of fire. It was a bird's eye view of the battle, and the
shells could be followed from the point of firing to the point of impact.

Barly on the morning of February 16th, s reconnalssance party left to
find a rest ares for the Battallen, and 1t seemed at long 1lmat that the
outfit was to be relleved. With the exception of a breathing spell around
the end of December, the Battslion had been 1n combat for 8B consecutive
days, and both officers and men were hoping for days, spent so far from the
1lines, the chirping of crickets would be the only nolses heard. The news,
via the intangiblé grapevins, soon raached every man in the Battalion, and
there was en sdded buoyanecy to their step, as they went throuszh the routine
fire miseions. Our Lipleon and Forward Obrerver parties were under heavy enemy
shelling, and obszervation wns temporarily limited. It was noticed that
enemy acti¥vity at the Abbey was extromely light after the devastating
bombing and shattering artillery fire of the previous “day. Apparently,
the Germans would use any shrine or monument until the Americans made
those locatlons untenable.

; i

The next two days were wneventful in the sense that nothing outstanding

-occurred. The Battallon continued firing harassing fires, and during

those two days, seversml Battallon concentrations were laid down on enemy
machine gun nests and troope. Further linison between the 4th Indlan Div-
ision wes found unnecemsary, and our lialeon officers were relieved from
further duty with that orgenization,




On February 19th, the Battalion rear echelon moved to a new area, which
had been deslgnpted as tle Battalion rest srea, and were rapldly getting
things in shape, so that when the Battalion was relieved, everything would
be in readiness for them. An sdvance party of officers from the B8th
Diviesion, visited the Batbtalion gres, and epent considerable time looking
over battery positions, ns possible gun positions for their own artillery.
This lent further credence to the Nerapevine rumor® that the outfit was
to be relieved. Barly in the morning, enemy shells landed in "B" Battery
area, wlthout eamusing any casuslties or damege. The shells appeared to
be coming from the hillp between Cassino and Cairo, which led us to be-
lieve that the enemy bnad brousht wp artillery and reinforcements, since
ne fire had previcusly been encountered from that direction,

f

Time passed very rlowly for the next two days, with l1ittle of import-
ance occurring. The ennncnéers, working methodically in freezing weather,
and opposed by the wornt possible weather conditions, still fired their
missions with a nonchalsnce born of many months in combat. Much credit
thould be given to the gun sections of the firing batterys, for despite
gales, snowstorms, knee-deep mid, and driving winds, they were sver on the
Job to make thihgs unplessant for jJerry. The men got a grim pleasure oui
of hearing the tmle ebcut German prisoners, who pald our artillery a left-
handed compliment, by msking to see the "automatich artillery. Since no
such Peritter® éxists, it in o subtle way of petting our boys on the back
for their abllity to hendle the guns.

February 22nd is celebrated throughont Americe as a day of remembrance
for George Washington, but to Captein Jullan S. Williemson, 0-371233, it
held a much more intimste connotation. For it was on that dey, that Cap-
teln Willlamson wae notified he wee to leave foar the United States. He was
the first member of the Patinlion on the rotation liet to find matters fi-
nelly in a staté of completion, and his doparture was a "flaming sword in
the skies" to all others on the rotetion ligt that they might soon be fol-
lowing him. Many of the men hpd been nominated as long ago as November,
end after the firet sensation of emotion had worn off, they had been sweat-
ing out the passing of each day. But Captein ¥illiemason's departure was a
definlte sipgn, and thougl everyone wished him a slncers gocdbye, there
were few who didn't repress a nostalgic yearning to accompany him,

For gometime the Germans had been ndjusting on a landmark in our
area, and today they agaln adjurted, firing approximetely 23 rounds from
the direction of Terrelli. Despite careful search, we have not been mble
to pick out the marker the enemy ie using to reglieter hisg guns, During
those days when rezintretion takes place, the entire Battalion swents
out the rounds falling in the area.




Routine activities occipled the Battelion for the next three days.
Our Eialson and Forwara Observer parties Spent considerable time with cor-
responding personnel from French units on our flanks, and thig point was
coneidered as sdditlonal evidence that we were to be relieved, A grim
brank was played on thege Mlies, when reports were relayed to Battalion
Headquarters thet Forward Observersg were under fire from enemy heavy cal-
ibre artillery. On the 26th of February, two Germans surrendered to out-
poste of the Bnd.Battalion, 14]18t Infantry. 4 surprising bit of informe~

On Tebruary 26th, a1l rumors were squashed with the notice that the
Battallon would move to o rest areca on the following day. Preparations were
Instituted to prepare the Battmlion for movement. The rear echelon which
had been engeged in prepering the rest aree. for occupation by the Battalion
recleved a Jolt, when they ware peremptorily informed that they would have
to make a move to & new location, Heavy rainstorms offered additiona) ob. .
stacles, but the move wag nade without mishap. The new area turned outto
be a gea of mud, end offered problems in engineering, eince the only roads
avallable, had to be improved before they could be usgead. However, with the
perseverance which has hecone a byword with the 131gt ¥leld Artillery Bat-
talion, al1 obstacles were evercome, and by nightfall, tents hag been e-
rected, and the area wag reaty for occupation by the remainder of the Bat-
talion,

Az the Battalion completed preparations fop leaving the combat area,
for a well desorved rest, enemy shelling caused twg casualties. Op Faeb-
ruary 27th, Tec 5 Lée R. Baldock, 20813688, ang Pvt. Mario 8, Iugryk,
36757531, both of Headquarters Battery, wers 11ghtly woundea vhen an en-
emy shell demoliphed their truck, which was parked in the Battalion area,

n

Thet evening the movement was started in a blinding rainstorp that
made roads unusually hazardous. 4 complete blackout, where vieibllity was
abaolutaly Zoro, added to the riaks, The conditions of roads, and the man-
ner under which the move wagy made, called for superb driving, After three
and & helf hours of steandy driving, the Battnlion column reached the biv-
ocuac arag without mishgap. AN

During the lest two deys of the month, lieison and forward obgerver
parties drifted in to the bivouac areée, mud-covered, dirty and tired, and
luxuriating in the thought that for the firet time in many weeks of com-
bat, the following morning would find them far from enemy fire ~—, and,




oh yes, observation! The arsa war belng constantly improved, so that the
men might be as cohfortable ng poseible. The knowledze that showers were
avellable, offset the presence of the thick mud, and many s man made a gl-
lent vow to get under the hok water soon! Payday wae Just another excuge
for the men to 1liné up to be paid, and though the raip 8t11) fell, the
eight of lira notes, kept spirits from being dempened, And go February
passed! A sbrange rumor thnt the Babbalion would return to the front
lines within a few days, was not confirmed. Ho hum! '

Perhaps the oﬁtstanding event from our viewpoint, during the month of
February, was the shatterins of the Abbey al Monte Cassino, On February
15th, squadrons of huge hombers laid their bembs in intricate patterns,
that covered the entire mountain top on which the ancient monastery stood.
As the bombe dropped toward their target, the entire Battalion, watching

from their positions on the forward slopes near Mt. Cairo, stood rooted.

Despite the fact, that four months of combat had shown them many scenes of
destruction, this was by far, the largest concentrated sction, any of them
had ever seen. As soon an the bombing would let up, intense artillery bar-
rages wore laid down on the Abbey, and on surrounding territory,

During the month, the Battalion had the privilege of testing and .
proving, the new time fuse, M-67, It was interesting to note that the time
of burning set off an the fues, was greater than the time of flight, Pre- ,
viously when firing high angle fire, the M-54 fuse could not be used, because
of i¢e short period of burning.  From observation, this new fuse hag rreat
sdvantages, due to {te 75 seennd time of burning, and much high mele time
fire cen be diacharged. ‘

In comparieson to other months spent in combat, casualties were ex-

- tremely light, and little damnge wns done to equipment. After approximately
- one hundred days spent in combat, with the exception of o breathing spell

et the end of 1943, thip rest period was both vell merited end well de-
served:. The Battalion had set a record which could only be eclipsed by

'39; their own efforts when they return to the line. The commendations they had
‘earned during these monthe, are evidences of the spirit and initiative they

have shown from the 2erly days of the Louisiana meneuvers to the invapion
of Balerno, and all through the Italian Compaign.
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Jurinc e antlre cordod sovarnd by thin hWigtory, thiu Battalion
pupportad tho lpt Inf piry. .

gaaunlting worn fn nll ponco innvoidnblee Two drivern were ln-
jurad by anam: aballinge  ther casuslticp wers in the wlra crows and

forwnrd oboarvey vprilea and gonld rob have hean pvoided without hendi=

orpring, the ponrating e ficlaney of tho Antitellons
i

Lasaont Lanrnad dneligy dhile parind included

1.

In €irlas tortn utth the naw Fuze de7 3t wan diucovered that
thls fuzo hen ortleal ballistio qualitise with the.if=4d and
ad Jnabaont nev ba aeds with H=tE fmpnet hured »nd changa over
Lo MeBT bima Plra althout rence corraections  Time of bur ning,
Ineradnen sora reridly thon ti=n of flirhte Result et 8,650
yardn} hizk ensda Cire, tha Sdwe of Pii:ht La 0. aoconds
whille tho tin~ eetsing for zoro hoight of bhurnt 1o 580 pegw
ordae In low ~ni-le Clre, roncn tnhlo fure aseutla, for w5
may ha used vor =07 v

The valus of “ntrologtonl mossngoe wes forcafully hrought to
avr wbbantipn.  Neepuar of pocr visibility pnd bed wevther,
Aatly rapiotration yan not poenihles By uelng «mnther gor=
rrokinga tn dntereipn Fe¢hanpe on Anttinl repintratlion, ee-
gurnte Firdny veo rosrihla po Jong se the anmo poaition wes
dertndad, O oonn epepalony n Serget van fired upon well out-
gido of tronefar Vimita for rrnes and daflectione Kechanges
wap~ gand ko acewrs duitial deta.  Ohevpes of loas than 25
yardn wara rnquirsd to get on torpgete Svery mg iro~oseape
rearLbyed from Uiviston Lriillsary le flgured ag soon as rea=
ortvaed nnd enrromt eorractlone are applied. In high angle
e (e vnad Yi-h e le during wost of the worilod)} weather
1s Inereapslnsly importnnt. )

JAHNA fe Talbln
Majory Fe Ae
Gommanding
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Marrative of tho 13lat Fi-1d Artillory Batislion for ilarch, 194k,
. ot | .

\" E !
\‘\'-i-’ As though portanding tho weether to bo expactod, March entered,
- fa triflo wety a bit bodracgled, and accompaniod by an escort of mude
The ehill, penstreting rain, hod flelde and roads a morass of mud, but
mornle remaincd high, end spirlte gosrod, for we wore just lururiating
in the Pirat prolongsd rollsf in monthe of arducus oombate There is'a
/fcertuin ssnsuousnans in just krowlng thare will be no shelling or bombe
\ ing} in being able to elosp an hour longers in bolng able to rush ths
i ( ohow 1inss, without wondoring whother a nirsy shall or two might come
sorecching averd The raliy wonthoer proved a minor discomfort, for afier
days and weoks dpant in tan mountnins girrounding Cassino, whare rain
# was supplented i{:y gnow, ond finally both by md, the men just shrugged
or the weimosae A nentnl realntance is built up, until oach clear doy
is greetod with purprimes Thore heven't beon many falr days since
wo've landed in 1talys # Divinion Joke wiloh ie carefully expladned .
replecemanta deale with our fight againat the womsthers - AV Qamp
Blanding wo had the hottaal eunyer in forty yeersy at Qemp tdwards, it
"‘a} was the ooldast winter in the memory of the ‘Oape Oodders; amd here in
Itsly, whern thé mvernpe winter rainfall runs to eleven inches, the ,
mark almost doubled the everagos ¥e oan't blams that on Qongress, thoughe
To paraphreso Herk Tunlng "iyeryomm talks about the waather; it no ons
aver does amything sbout 1te! And the rrospeot of aight inches of Spring
' raine, is not shiielpated with ary relishs The month brought s Juxte~
(pmmn of voleania eruptions, stinging sleotstorms, a short, sybaritis
ssty and u shord period of intenme, fierce combate March osme in 1iloe
}Pé wod lamb, and rosrod cut liko e predatory lion.

o= For the firat fow degye of March, tho Battalion restod, re=e ‘1pped.
and preparsds fhowere and movine, good food and good ehows}) all the

| H’ neoapaery praregaisisen for good morale wore in sbundances The inevid~

able .mual aheta for Wyphs, tyjhold, nnd tetems, tho tarrible *T's"
wors given bn March Jrdy wnd es uoual, more griping was dons about sore
;| arms Ahan aboud ergthing olsse Dut spirite were too highte e dampaned
by such inoonvenisnoan. The routine choros were palliatedy and 4he msn
given as migh froe tims no porpiblae They hed earnsd their rest, snd -
\&(tho'uuollunt rocord they eomplled in Felxuary, ard in provious months

of oombal, gevo them good rammon to be proud of their Battalion irul—ignh-
* On Marsh aﬂ‘l. the howitaers wers fully inspsoled by rdnence, and carbines
and pistols oloened and repairede A vielt from the Red Grose with their




b

\J‘tl hmtte, 'gavai r'ina te tmgh hilarity, for tho mon were ‘faoiing.luqtyo
et than a wosk, thny had reourerated from tho straln of oombat,

& and wers alort and in tho poak of cordidion, '

On Hatoh bﬂ'\_ tho Battalion wan alorted fer movemsnt {o.a now
rosh aream; and on the Gth, left tho San pngslo bivouso ares for. Meddilond,
where an sres hid boen [repereds The motor convoy resghed their degiie-
'nation without mishap, aml by 1600, the entire organisstion was . biv dy
and complobdng preporetions to moke things se oomfortebls as possible.
Early the méxt morning the riwmor apreng up thet the Battalion wem 4o

move agains Théugh At evontually proved o be trus, for a timm 4t re-
, - mained a bad' gudese 1% 4n m mattor of conjosture whore theso rumore
i . ocoms fromy and would reqeire tho agumen of a Sharlosk Holmoes, plus -
K - jrthe wisardry of a witoh dootor to trace thom to their spuross Esch man

D C o %“wmldon himasif an arm chalr ntrategist, and the oornclusions remched

E from megidngloss rows ithns would pmeze the High eomnands
' 0 Cirading dchedulos oere dnstollod, end informel disessions
held; so Shat the sutfit wwuld have ﬂ.\r‘imr effiolensy when they ree .
burnod 0 oombats On H~roh 8ih, tho Dattolion was notified to recrganise
© . under. & Baw Tobld of Orgrnization, offestive March ls - The row ss¥-up
- farther, streanidnod the orgeniznbion, with the object of making 44 .&
O omere profisdent unid 1n Whn srte of ware On the mame days & message
- was Fadelved thet we would relieve the 1%2na risld Ardillery Hettalion
" on dagbh 13%h; 80 thak thoy could alee reorgsnines with-that dake: in
. mindy préparatidne wora storsed to prepare the Batvalion for sheir re=
. entraiieh ‘Inle otmbati On llereh 9thy the Dattellon was pud on an 8 hour
o alirly i LAKASOR and Poryverd Observer groups Jeft 4o joAn dhe 1hénd.
.. Daring the peried we wors % be in the linsa, we were fo suppers the
o 1Aand Intuitteyd The Conbab Temm would be eltached to the New Zesland
Obrpé whidh weré pdw in the lines; slmont in the very msme pasitions

k lﬂh&d #oodpléd befora boing relloved.

mllhroh 11th, o Divdstonal Revisw wes held in the vioinity ef
nhey and Lismitonend Gerorsl tark Olarky Osmmarding Genersl
o L Attty proeontad horore and averds to members &f the Dive
< o000 dslens teshndas) Bergennt Oharlos Be Kelly, 14%rd Infantrys received
vl the Osngressional Mednl of Honor, the highos® awsrd the Undted States
S glvate Bghe K8llyy who hed bosn nloknsmed, "The Oos Man Arng®, was fure

S ther oomplimantad when Gensral Olerk told Mim that his kind 0f soldier

- wan vhat mads the FAfth Army tioke There are mary men like Kelly in
“the 131s% Floid aféillerys After presenting Sgte Kelly with the Medal
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of Homor, General Clark, 1n en improssive ocouromony, presonted Sllver
Starg 50 177 soldiare of the 36th Mvision, It was an metion whidi
spoke louder than words of tlm herolo desds wiich the Division had
performed since golng loto sotiona Our Dattnlion whs woll repressnted
st the geremonies, bot Captain Rond Ayors 0-878526, and Corporal

Clpde Co Lindsay, 34104200, Usedguarters

Lo

thery, received Eilver

Stars for sonspioucus gallantry in sotion shove and- beyonl the eall of
dutys The Dattalion was preud of Lits twe haros, whose exploits were
resognized by their swarde, nnd after mugh hend~sheking and eheering,
the Grpanlxation returnod ta the bivewn o eres, and eompleted prepara=
tions for tha move bagk t3 the front linss the next daye

Mareh 1244 proved oua of the plorious pra=apring days that ‘
added @xtra zest to the taghs that had to be socomplishéd. As the plan
atood, ths liglewn and Ferwird Obeorver grotps wers to remin in the rear
ares ab Maddnlenti, with ths ldfndom the alard, sinee the Ipfantry would
not move up until s litsr dntre The tiveuno ares was to be malne
talned, sud oily théws slesnts onsential for the effielent operation

af the drganization wers to go forwerd,
mizcellinsous eestions, wers estahlished

The dmenmition sections, sl
in an srea near Cervaro, Approx«

, !.__ﬂtdhﬁﬂ' iilas behind the pun positionk, Serviee Battery, .lesa the

 ammmition tralns, vob v gun rd detalle
battiey sestiom ioft b
evil fiviard elements lsft for tho oombatb

uxl provided the mess for the

wis Imnedistely nfter lunch, the advance perty

ponltions, and late that af tere=

noony the Batbalien pudled out on the long trip forward, The trip hed boed
plarmed it Sueh deteil that the comvey wae to male use &f daylight betwesn '

3 shd the ovn halrpin tirn on
nh Wi Tesdhed Yong nfter oight had

Diploray mumber 6, north of Mignano 4
fellen, and from thers wtll the

_ -nt\ll;.pﬂiﬂ.u_l'"im yenghod, the comeéy moved in complete bLlaskouts

- 1t wis one of the
. the eatvey hed to inth Lte way formards

sltma t pights ever envombered in tds osmpaign, and

Thore were twg unfortunate ssoie

K detits Wilsh #eowrreds One wns the overturning of w Battery "o wire'
. truek Wt né casveltion resulted from the gooident, = fugt whieh spesks

- well &b the ¢epadilitios of the drivers

The seeond was the eollidirg «

trueks Mnjer Lossetter suf{ered mine lacershions bub

% Joop #ee by Major Durl O. Lassetber, tha B-S end & British - -
e foeete v "
renined om d

. ubys Sinee tim Batbalion went {nké6 preparsd positions,.
1ittIs ‘diggine in of the gom wne nocessary, therefdre within a short
‘Mime, a1l guse were layed and rondy to firee

. Bhrly in the mbeslvg of Mareh 1Sth,
e Préfgh Divissony #rd Dl A ey whom We

[l

Yiaimon was established with '
wore direstly supportings FRegls~

© . Doakdon Wt the gue wes eorplotid, with the guns regletering on the road

lesding 4e the Abbey ¢n Hnn&monuinﬁ. This day wos to prove one of the

moat eventtul of all those wo bad spent in ecmbat, No socner was registra= .
tion sompleted: than Jorry sent planss overe Anti-airoraft fire was fairly

. dentd, but the ereny pluyas persisted, and it was belleved that they wers

on phoboeradomaisnence migsiomn, The P

-3 -

totures they took mut have besn.
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vory qulokly, for just ns noon approached, enemy shellfire landed in the
areay o bursts landing epproximniely GO0 yards from the CePs A lusk ¢
hit Jirut on the Number 4 gun of "¢"™ Enttery was responsible for ow
Inrgest mmber of casvalties in sny une day of gombat, Cple Joseph Tayler,
51328172, Prt lol AroMde ¢4 Johneon, 170773( s I'vt lol Edward D, Hemprd,

33202, Prt 1ol William B, Hendersbn, 34100993, were killed in aetion,
while agﬂgf. falter W, Carr, 54062685, the seotion etief, Prt John Fo Oart:-
‘right, S3634278, aml Inul B, Lavy, iBDBBl., ware seriously wounded, aml

 Prke Robart L fobshkdis, 50803718, hnd Tyt Hovetan Durhace SLTELE00,

~ were. Mightly wounded, Of ali the shblls which landed in the srea, that

oxe Shell wus the only o that did hny dawmge. It is fronlo thet Jdri‘i',

at the time wns alming at the guw off anothor wilty, and 44 was & "short™ thet
did all of the dammgss The gun which had been hit was imaedintely replace .
Dewpl to "tl0 “shelling, the medieos immédimtely went to the assistanes of the
wottiled n, ard gvacwnted them under fire, The sholling beosrw 80 lrw

. tense that "OY Dattery was erderod to vesse firing their wm guww, and

4mke 4dvers Az #oon np the shelling emied, the Assistant 5-2 ‘xﬂ'ﬂu ng*

| - Battery scomander, left tn & reconmlesance to seek & new positicme The

- redonnalinmnge jroved fruttless, for a olose senrch of the ares in that

. dedter Fevealed that the position the Dattery was ocoupying was mmgh |

Tttor than the prapoesd ner am. Further defensive medsures wers taken,
and Batbery *0" gum wore dvg An to their shields, A% this. diwe, 1t
»ight be warth mentloming, the ontire Battealion had oleay.chaervation

of the Ldri Valley; Onnsino, Montsewssino, and the surrounding hills,

o ﬁrlh I th wes gpent in routine motivity, .Alll'ﬂhtiuh_rf lliluunb
during the deylipht hours yme broned from the battalion nred, ds the

. forwnrd slepe poditicris we onoupled were under direst enguy vbgerwitdon, N
A ML Juwt bédid "B® Mitery was used as an observation poaty Wk 1(t8le
 aotivity was notleeds The bulldirg whioh was belng med for tﬁﬂro B -
- Diredtion Uenter.aml Conmmd Foat, proved an sxeellent observatian po¥t.
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<. The marming 8f Varch 15th dermod olear and brisk, Beight sunsiine
"blaged dywm ever the sountryeside, and gave Mittle onex of what was

b0 womgs’ Thy himyy drote of mobtars reared ord eshped through the mountedm,
As plasies W o1l dyper, modium and hemvy bembers, £lew gfraight at thelr
targets’ Thé: dnod famdue tawn of Onssino, beseiped 80 Yotg freu the groum,
wes t9.uridergé the most dsmoentrated and devasting bonbdng of all kistory,
From 0B%0 ugtl)l midedey, the rain of bembs emtipusd, The ¢ity of Cas- -
sing was t be &rd in an axérplary portrayal of edregroud fooperatio n,

1t whwh begéuseatily be dintroyod, Flanes flew oyer constantlys " Por

- gver Hhires hduri they keurwd 40 111 the wiky with the awfyl blnst of bowbe,

o e W dep: Wi Ghbed Yonr of mitirs abeording sl other zound g,  Hugh

S0 elowds bf webdw abd diet drose from the shattered élty, bub #4ill the

- winged deathh prwed down, A growd-stond seat was provided for the Batta
lon for, fron thelr poeitioms, they coull foller the nourse of the

o

‘bowbi fran the scteit thhy deft the bomb-bays, wtil the moment f

- impagts “An gvei~dnthueiastie bonbmdler changed mny grine- to froma
- When he imadverbintly toushed thsbutbon too soom anl the boshe fell

] wdw

ST ©




Intd our renr area. Ivi. lel Bugons I's Saltertlsmite, 34170696, Prie
Herbert I's Lelmbaoh, 52536544, and Fvt. Donnld Fy Bash, 38452917, all p
of Battery "A", were lightly wounded an the result of the boibing.

Kedloes irmediately exmw to thelr aid tut all iat was nesessary wns

first ald, and the men remmined on duty, Severnl wvoldoles were dammged,

And motor qrews wers kept hopping to repair the demege. Imuedlately altery
the lnst eshd of the borbs Imd dled mvay, a solld, terrifying blast thimder od
through the valley ad every artillary plese in positiom opened fire. Oune
of all ealitres and slnea ronred their angry defimnce and there was no per=
fod of sllende that day or nights Owr firing batteries, wirking smoothly,
fired sonstantly, pretrrexged firing dota being used during the day and
Mrrassing Cires dmposing damge dm the enemy during the night. s

- astounding 4otal of 4116 rounds ware exponded in the twelve howrs from

noont t0 mddndght, ' Ik war the la rgect total of rowds the Battilion

- md ever fired in Rity ke periéd, Now Zealand tréopt Who Were malkimg

- U from th mtm{ipomim %3 the plands went intd Shelr besb rumw, buk

e

;

7 a# mbom a8 & plane whe aighted, & slow movemsnt begen toward alib. i
" trenshes apd fox holwss Aboub noon, & forwerd theerver party left ' :

L re-des _ . :
showed hew f4oroe fighting was in theCassing #letriets It waa
Cti thovgh Wé huge mehines wure sngeged in & tug & war with inches

i flew orery thidr bombebiys bpenod wide, and the poadercim desdly miasiles
- lew towhyd dur omi positiorn, Hoon tﬁo resomnding blayta Lrom oupe '

Lo

aitast o Unsedno, and swrrounding berritory alse, wers being dup=
ported by oy Dattnlions I!le Mason tr Lorward cbasrver partles were
with the dssavlt tpoopy, no 1Lttle Anformiition could be obtainad regerd-
¢ the results v the Intoma barrege whioh head besn leid dewn, "During
this eocsd bemynt, Captnin Malph 5, Fhelen, Ow878418, reporbed to sgsums
his dities ae Bn.tt:’uilon Surgeons Hew wan plven o warnm welgome §

A defirite dielike for 01l alr arms beoame Ghvious during March

| 16the Af'ter tw bortdng of mir om installations the gmioul day, .

" satl-persmnel nines dropped all through the arems A lasty rush for

Ly

rons of Mbshally sare over the mres in mn attempt to Re reduss Cassine that

- oarriers of dgath Mhawhed ths pround. No ons knew hov smery beelbs fell).
© 7 for the sntirs dcgandzation orouched low in fox holése’ It was bad
o enough to hive the ensiny sonstantly striving to reduss you to dust, -

)

|
there wis & paturdl Amxicty each time plhnss wore hoard droming thrbugh ' }
the skys ZXnesmy planes virited us in strength during te merning, and !

foxholasy Just bafore the hewbe hit, proved neceseary wnd offestive, |
for md ¢nsumlilos ovowrred, The mhn were nsturally leery though, end :

for an dheervation post on M, Castellones The faet thad they were 4
s-deavpyitg thé veiy seme thrervation post used b month befere : '

sounting, rather tan mdlon, The thin slices of gromnd which had =~
ohanged hands phvé 16 ndiostion 4f the Fikhiinge MA-afternoon smv sgmde

nothing ¥ould exdet theres Far a few moments the Batbalied wa

soon they wers diving Anto amy wyndilable eover for, as the list echelon-

reer areis sgheed through the hills as the whighty sbesl Jaske'ted .

i
1
1

‘but 1t wae diffioult Indeed to reconoile youriéell t¢ the same treat-
ment from yowr o plencs.

- v .
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Things quistofl dovn for thonext two dayse From our positions, 4
sevoral of tho evdr~pronsnt lobelwerfers oould be seon to fire end
thes ¢ men who had nover befors enpowtered them spont interaested
xmites watehing’ them £irs and maneuver, The big push for Casaing
and the fire pn'the Aley, as well an the fighting in the streets,

~and the fire #h e sireots avd the surrounding hills, were lessons

in reality of ‘whatwer 18 Mkos Bith the inevitable oountera ttaels
thit: followed the purh to teks Covaine, asversl small wuits of our

~ trowps wery lzolatels To meat the problem of keoping these men
- lnppnod". th food 4nd nrmmltion, planes flew over Just after noon

thete nooersary Litems by parnchute, 4Ae these PAra=

tled slenly onto "Hangmants HL11", & senll knoll on | ‘
' 1, & radtinry infantrymn would desh to where they landed,
o0e Jupplies ware viianl to them, ALl this unresled bafore m

- and ghowed & taw sids\ of owr oir forse, It was a mission of mercy,

- in gontrast 30 thp dortien of death thoy hed brought to Ongsine and
. Monteonssino,' Our Mk, Mncteloms cbssrvotien post reported the loea~
~tlon of large ememy'hrtlllary plooss which were belléred to be the

gue that had shelled ur w1l through the time wé had been in the
1ings, axd ecunterbstiory flre wap lrmediately direated at thely
positicw in Belmouts Volley.

"The mlaliom o the Rew Zanland Corps ware oompleted on Margh

- 10th, aid eur Battalion enee agoin wag in direst support of the
- Frenoh 34 D.Im tharefore plane ware mde and 1s{son establighed

80 that they w have somplets Jmowladre of oir eapabilities. Thet

morfdng Dividion Arbillery informed we that thay ware learing far n
- rest irea and the doparture held a spesial signifieanse for use The

131at Flodd Ardillory TettaYdon wer the mly wnlt of the 36th ;
Division whioh remtined in the Iines, The smell tagte of relief we

had hed in ths early days of Varch was not forgotten, anmd thowh owr
fate was Abtepted d1enorhleally, a hope erose thnt wa would be jolning
the rest of ths Dirinlon poen. ) : "
' Yor the naxt tlaon dnym, the emu‘g Scomed to derive mush satis-
fastion from ssolr; how efton thay gould rake e Mt our foxholes,
Shellivg wus fregwmt nid horky, and eir raids tock up the sleek per-

dode, Wo basimitier renultnd frem eithor souree, and damgs on installne

tione and equipemnt wne saxtremoly 1izht, The rear Ares; whers mintennnce

3 ‘:.f-.:fm__l_u'u_t_nd;rpppi-hﬁ #lght damage,

e S Deapite the wonttmed henvy shellirg, on Mareh !Srd‘:. 3/3
" Be Foxy 20815070, Nedionl Netaciment, Prt Olen Parioerg 35152009, DAtiery

ﬁ ‘Mgo

L mAe et rk Lo Ky Coltlort, 35052418, "C* Dattery, left for the long -

o #ll our fire misédens hed beon in direot support of the New Zs

v Corpe and. the Fyench $rd Division, our original mission te support the

o0 142nd Infantry still resmined, nnd that infantry regiment, eantimied on
-the alert in tho resr avdar whers we stlll mainttined lailson end forward

. trip hame as pird of the Battalion oumpiemmt ‘on rotation, thhﬁgh o
"

i
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observor parties,' Late tImt afternoon, six officers repacrted for tame

Porary duty with the Batt
- ing under sotual gambat e

allon, for the purpose ar observing and wraine
onditiona,

Mareh 24th It:h‘ & remmption of honwy enamy shelling, with rany shells

falling within the Dathel
wire seotion's Guartere o
ms demoliahed, to, one wi
falling within ow area p
prayer wont up t¥at so m

lon aren. The house thmt was being used s the
eanived a direet hit, and though an entire corner
thin the houae wag hurt, Many of the shells
rored t¢ be duls, and on mny oacasions o silent
ch of the enemy's arennition prove faulty, VWire

orews Werg haz:gbuﬁy throughoat the shelling as lnter-commmications wars

oonetantly being dampged,
limlhrdla'. h:"ﬂwﬂblﬁ* t
repairs, ¥, 1

Taet that adl mdremnts w
tion was sleg/brought up
1son t6 what e hiad been

asupded tionn worn rarg

%14 an imper turbabild ty dullt up from
hay diarniurdad the shelling and mide their
¥ owr for very long,

onourred during thonext two days, Dug to the
ero mde nt night and tint suplies and arymmiw
mder oorer of darimess, shelling waned insorpar-
Enbtings This wes mdditienal proof that the

Battalion arda was umder direqt enemy chservation, On Yareh 26th, a

British party visttsd thy

Bnttalion area on a reoommaissanne of owe poai=

tlons, s re Lrmedintely arose that we wero to be relieved,

o

$1€1nd on Mareh 27th that they would be relieved

- The Mettalion was mo
by the IT%h RuA, of the British 78th Division on the following day, The
'good news 4 througheut the aran 1ile wikifire, A party was sent to

that romd ol
Were BNWo

to obtadn read olenrmnce, and despite ococasional shelling,

Jor the move, late that afternoon, the messegew
sorange hid been prested mnd pland for the move

/- < ' ' .
Briﬂiﬁ-mrlml raporind during the rornlng of March, 20th to rellew
our Ialnon amd Forward Ubkerver portioss Fim) preparations wers mde

sourrsd and the

The/ liments &t the
Hﬁ.rfm-nod t»

dark had fallen, the lowe move baok to the bivouso nrea at :
way slarted, Tlwnigh the movo wae mrde under bladlkout emnditions,

oo oy arrived at Mhdcdalent without mishap,

Datitnldon who bad been lsft: behdnd whon the -
varbak Md kept the biverio aren in exgellent

o sddltione) werk bl te b doms For the lagt thres days
B the s’ took #1id) bdvantage of thelr wkll earned yest,

i %(Mrum.mlbd-:ﬁrd shundant and shown, ahdu--&and good fo0d :n:c t.
cio firs

made aviillabls, - the 1ast dny of the month wan pay

Vs mid Lor the'

Viime 4d liﬂa&: thres . monthe, the personnel Section was on badd to pay eff,

ER D‘u;‘:l,ﬁ.'tho thoe t poriod of timo the orgnnisation had been in combat,
- ‘Maxrch proved a isreé months  The constant gholling) the intensive bambi g
both from enemy and friendly pleness the fopward slope poeiticns ocouppiods

-u'r-t
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the fast we w ro f hdm' leo#t enemy obparvation, 21l mde up to a posi=
tion that wag' 1! ‘N Foe g oovldron. Hew honero were added to the a’éui-
arde of the Fleld Ap 1110 «yr Dattalicns New svidence was given in
proof of oallonite Al efffetensy, foc all nissions glven o them

wers mﬂ/ﬁ;hut with pnthusiagm and rorls

'Pollewing dqounﬁl]ﬁ are
1

xohéd to the oripltind &f

oA th!.l lirrl{rh‘u

o mntb & "A% w Qtpy of Ukt Jowrnal
d : Bahibit "IY - Sltmtion h%
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Dmeln- tnic pesied 55ds Dsshe 1ion viar In diveot support of
the 2rd 0.0 i, {.'","-:_rw‘:‘), oo railaforam! the Lleas of Sha liaw
Zealand Uords Lo Uinoaitecel on Ungelio) Tiri-g over 4,000 rounds
in ong brelve Ho perviod,

Caeualtion wvaru dua lerraly to o direet hit In & o pld
during thoe dacuye tlop of pesitiom Brd balore dipping in had
boen complaticd, Uhay seuld onlvy hevs been avolded by heving
tho opportnalty to prepare positionr  in darkaess befora oocupanoy.

lesront lanrund cdurlng this operetion include:

1o absolute contrel of enmpouflure ead daytimo movement
will provent snsualiise eves thouch perition nreas are
swart with artillery [lro oc aoionally, This position
wes oceuplzd for 10 dnys 218 ten omsualties vwere suffared
. the firet Jduy bub not & ran was injurcd in the positlion
ursa durloe the follavings 1 dove.

2. llotor maintouznies parsonield mist bs loontsd in a position

- to werk 84 hewrs o doy whor unecessary. Vehleular cnsual-

tler come nll =t oue tipe (11 in one day) and, in order to
roesnin mobidle, papid rornir is arsontial,

de During tho period, n runnery schocl for officers was hseld,
fleing a roving gon from "A" Paitary. This 15 peoscible in
e defenslve posltlon wiere obeervailon fosls ars avalla-
vla for vihttia ,I.'c and oflere valuable fralning for
roplaceniont vfflearn.

Cormmand Lag,
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COWEQLIDATAD BAITLE CASUALTY LIST

NAME

Herderaon, williem B.

Howard, Edward De
Johnson, Archie Os
Taylor, Joassph

Bach, Dongld F.
Carr, Walter W.
DoQamp, William
Durham, Houston

@ arthright, John F.
Hotgohkiss, Robert L.
Loimbmch, Herbert
Ievy, Paul B.

Ib"by’ Otis do

Fark, fred B.
Batterthwalte, Eugane P.
Nerren, Fred L.
Zembrulqu,r, Thoos Je

Killed In Action -

RAIK

FFC
EBFC
Fro
Fra

A.3.N.

34109993
33202113
17077262

13081727 ;

Wounded in Action

Py
8/8m T
Pvi,
Fvi,
rvt
Pyt
vy
byt
rvt
FRQ
kro
PRC
Prt

38432717
34052805
35247042
34731205
53634278
35605715
32335544

14130881 -

20813375
3465072
3170596
35361021
32850798

UNIT

Btry "“o"
Btry "o¥
Btry *o?
Btry “c"

Btry ®A®

Btry "o"

Biry "0*
Btry 0"
Btry Uo*
Btry "o!
Btry *a%
Btry *¢"
Btry A"
qu Btr
Btry "A"
qu Btry



HEADQUARTER3, 1313T FI'L7Y ARTILLIRY BATTALICH

Al Ao Po Gy #56, 1. 5. Araw
1 -
© June 1944
GUBJEJT : Transmittal of Battlali-n Wistory,
T0 t  Jommand ing f}ennral Zith Infentry Division, A.P.O, 36, U. 3.

Arnmy,

Tranemitted herewith, 'iin’for‘ of the 151st Field Artillery
Battalion for the month of May, 1044, in the Minturno, Anzic, and
Valletri, Italy, sectors,

For the Pattaolicn Qomnander:

m/

ELHL G, LA33ET
Major, Field Ar‘t.illery
E:r:ecutive Cfficer
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Narrative of the 13lst Flold Artillery Battalion for May, 1944,

' Cut of the dust end grime of stagnant months; out of the
memories of mud and roin and bitter Tighting, the month of Hey brought
new developaments, Through the long polignant deys, when the inten-
sity of battle showed 1ittle galn, we had lain under enemy observa-

~tion, mlways hoping positions could bo reversed, We knew We were

botter than he, but the odds had bmen ageinst ue. Now in Mey, the
full throated boon of our gune touched off the spark that initiated
two onalsughte, And those onelaughte led to a gigentie offense
that rolled like some tidml ware. Hothing could stend sgeinst it,

- &nd nothing 444, FEmoh mile that pansedbenesth cur sonstantly roll-
~ing wheels was m milo nearer to finml vietory, It was very warm for
~ Hay——but only for the snsmy.

'I'ho Battmllon continued to luxuriate in days of rest far
the first four deye of May., Combat was afar off thing, but lurk-

ing in the dspthe of nech onem' mind wes the certsin kmowledge that
- soon we would be at Lho front agsin, It wes & metter of time. On
. Mey 1, reconnalssanso mand ndvance olementa from the batterys left

- . for forward pogitionn on the Minturno front, Previously, most of

our oombat on the southern front bad heen in the Venafro-Gassino
sectors, but now, nn part of en over-nll plan, the Division wvas

- shifted, BStreesing nncracy, ihs T-patch, emblem of our individual
- feme, was removed from all garments, Organizationsl markings were
- deleted, mnd moon the Brtinlion repremented scme mysterious unit,.
. for there were no uigm to show it wan part of the fighting 36th,

Even "Berlin Sally", who hes tsken n proprietory interest in the
56%11 wne puszled ne Lo our whereaboutn,

A fie)d prohlem onaupied ths Battelion for May 2nd sxd 3rd.

0 4 ves & tune-up, to nhske off the cobwebs which had formed through-
- oub our month of rest. On the 4th of May, the Battalion was alerted
- " for movément to m now blyoums srea, andon May Sth, moved into an ares
o et Qualiens) which wan within striking distance of the front. During
" the firet séven daye of tho month,, thes advance elements thich had gone
.7 %o the Minturno sector on the lst of May, had worked digging gun po-
o7 sitionsy  All work wmm dene at night, for the utmost secrecy was ob-
Ct served,  8ince ths entire mlllied area was under German observatdon,.
" mll positions had to be dug in so deop,.that barely the tube would
~ jut out, The spot for the UPwes so dwep,.that herdly en inoh of tent

showed, On Msy 7th, Liaison and Survey partles left for the front,
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4¥d returned the noxt day, rftor establishing oontact with adjaoent
groups, The Battalion broke bivouss on May §th, lesving just before
dusic fell, By 0124, in the early minutes of the 10th,, tha -new po-
sitions had besn resmohed, Buring that day, commmiocations were es—
tablished, registration apmpleted, and liaison established with sle—
ments of the 85th Division, which we ware supparting, and with the
T56th T, D. Bn., which was to reinforae our fires, if necessary.

On Ney 1lth, olx enemy rounds landed several hundred yards
from the 0.P, ILittlo did the @ormans realize what a roply those few
aearshing rounds would bring. All through the day,,the 8-3 sestiom
wvas busy draving up Tirn plans in preparation for the sseault whish
had besn plenned for thnt night., "H® hour was et 23305 at 2500 hours
the entire velley oruptsd in a solid sheet of flame, As fast ss the.
guns could fire,sholls were fed into them, and the terrific end deaf-
ening roar of thousands of tons of oxplosives reverberated throughout
the mountains, The derinees wem dimpelled by the sonstant blaste of
light, and as the Infantry rose up for the assauld,. the ferocity of
the fire helghtensd, mtil the valley meemod engulfed in one thunder-
oug roar which obliterated all other soundas, :

A1) through the dawn hours of May 12th, . the Infantry ad-

vanoed, and a¢ morning broke, mary of the initial objectives had

bsen gaptursd: With the etubbornnesas, which they have sver shown,

the enemy counter-ptinoked omnpelessly. Bui the continuing ar~

tillery fires, and the inspirod sweep of the troops, thrust them

back tims and mgain. The advance couldn't be stopped. After months

of stagnation, owr foroem wore rolling in en enveloping oloud, which
smluded failire. The intensity of the attack hed ecmmunications
diprupted time and mgain, Bub the wire orews and sommunications sec-
tions with superhminn endeavror surmountod all difficulties. XNo man
lagged during that initial attack, Johs were intermingled,, and there
was no %ime for anything bui the business on hand. In less than four
hours after the msssult had started, 1700 rounds had been fired. Hot
ovon in the worst days hefore Onssine, had this record been approeadhed,
The denslty of the fire defied desoription aam gun after gun roared and
ro-roared ite defisnt ohallenge. No aren was left untouched by the con-
stant peunding of our ertillery, and moon reports filtered in of numer-
ous anemy tanks end armored vehlcles boing wrecked by direct hits. Ao-
ouracy, as woll as spaed, had 4o be strensed, for cur Pires were fall~-
ing just in advencs of the Infantry, inthe form of a rolling barrage.
' Thks terrific mimber of rounds expended had ammunition handlers orer—
taxed, for well over 6500 younds had winged their destructive way to
‘the enemy's installations, In the midet of the day, the Battalion

was notified they were on n 24 hour slert., The Battalion Transport
Quarter-Master Offiocer began plens for a sea-borne movement, destin-
ation unknown,




May 13th asw all Cirst phase objectives taken and consoll~:
dated, and in contrest to the conotantactivity of the 12th, the day
soomed qulot and unevaniful. Firing continued all through the day,
observation wae pond, end na socn as snemy sotivity was noted, imme-
diate fires were brovsht down on him.

On May l/ith and 15th, harraneing fires ooniinued, The at=
taok edvanoad in rapld msmaulis. Even as reports vawe in of the im-
minent capture of towng and hills, a follow-up report would verify
ite falling iInto Allled honde, The Dattalion remsined on s day to
day &lert, and much conjecture aroso ne to what and where our destin-
mtlon wse. TMumors wore rife, but the success ofthe offsnsive over~
shadowed everyihing olpe, The cnewy was on the run, resling and stag-
gering from the dovmotating besburdment, and sa wave after wave of .
fire ewamped him, he hnd 11ttle opporlunity to regroup for counter-
attaoks, In the fmce of tho blasting, blistering attmck, his forces
bogged down; and his retrent slowly took 4n the resemblance of a rout.

Early in tho morning of May 1Gth, the Battalion pulled out of
position to return to tho bivcusc mree. As the Battelion column rolled
slong, & messanger dinpntched from Divielon Artillery, brought orders
resoinding the move, nnd the organization immedistely returned to the
positions just vacated. The Dpttalion remeined on & continuous alert,
ready to displaee forward or return to the rear., In so flexible a
state, rumors mountod rapidly, but thers were no fmots to support eny
of the conjesturs,

' At noon on Mey 17th, the Dattalion agein left its poei-
tions at Minturne, forthe bivouae arcn &% Qualiano, This time, the
move was oomploted without interrupiion. The long dusty ride to

- the rear ardan ococurrnd withouf mishap, end by dusk, all vehiclee

had resched their denhinaticn, The Initalion remained on a tight
alert, end maintensnoe of equipment and trucke wes ecsrried through,
so the Battulion would he propnred for any exigemcy, A Battalion
rear was establiched nt Qunlimno, and only those men necessery for
e susoessful completion of any cmergency wers alerted. The turmoil,

- and the paradoxical ordorly confusion of & wmmit stripping for se-
.- tlon over~leid ell notivity., All ewess equipment and personal

.- belonginge wore stored et Qualisnc. Only the bare necessitlies were
. .»%a be taken on thim nmxt move, and many ofthe men were seon stending

in indecisiin, as they reluciantly hed to forego things which they
. had eerried with thon over since srriving overgess more than a year

o REGe . ! . .
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On May 18th, the Bz2itelion oloared the bivousc arem &%
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Qualiano, for the staging erem et Pommuli., All rumors were stifled
as the word "Anzlo" noremd throughoutthe organization. Thet was to
bs our destination, mnd averyane wondored whether an attack at the
beachhead wae in the offing, for the Nattalion hadn't missed one yet,
Loading on L3T's comnenced late thot evening, and on the afternoon
of May 19th, the Batinlion left for Anzio, A boat ride wasn't new
to the outfit, for aftor 8aloerno, and the consequent oampalgn through
Italy, we had tasted ~verything., 4toriecs of "Anzio expsriences®, and
particularly the thought of beor, toolk some of the sting out of the
ride. Few were enthunrimetio about eny oruiese, for Salerno remalned
vivid in our memories, '

Farly in tho merning of the 20th, the donvoy reached
Anzlio, and debarking wmo expedited. The harbor astretched in front

' of the sonvoy, and unloading was facilidated through the sase with

which the L3T's approveshesd the shore. The Battalionoongregated in
an assembly nrea, and o ream aven waes sstablished. Reconnaiseance
parties were sent out to lonte the forward positions which had
been prepared prior to our arrival, Oommunication parties lef't
for the forward nrem to conplete inatnllations. On May 21pt, the
FDO and OP moved to ths Torward position, to oomplete preparations
when the Battalion moynd into position. Lisloon was established

. with the 141at Infentry, which we were to supporty with two obser-

vers assigned to esch Infantry Battaliom,

Farly on tho morning of May 22nd, the firing batterys
started tu move to tho forwnrd positions, and by OL30 were in po-
sition, ready to fire, Approximately twelve rounds landed in the
vioinity of our forward CP, sausing fourteen casualties among In-~
fantry personnel, but noi dewsging sny of our inetallations, Pri-
vate Robert D, Bulrley, 34866834, Hendquarters Battery, wae 1ightly
wounded in the leg during this shelling. Enemy shelling continued
intermittantly throughout the morning, but without causing any fur-
ther casualties. Commmicationa were diarupted, and tempararily,
vire orews ocould not ropanir them, due to the hezvy shelling. Radio
silence was ordered, nnd Division Artillery notified of conditions.
At this time, our jguns werenot firing or even reglstering, since or-
ders were that no shells from thess positions were tobe fired,,prior
to "H" hour. Oomminications were established with 14lat Infantry -
OF and with the Battalion rear OP, and lines hetween tha FDG and
thefiring batterye were ropaired, i

The radio not romained closed on May 23rd, Freparations
continued mll during the day, TFor the firet time, our guns wers re-
glatered by planes, dus to the low, flat ground, and poor wvisibility,
Liaigon parties were with tho most advanoed elements, and information

- of enemy sotivity was constantly being reported. Enemy tenks and

heavy armor waa seen in soveral sectors. Enemy prleonsrs were belng

reported by all units, Tnrgete of opportunity were being fired on all

through the day, and manyrounds wore expended., Germen heavy armor waam

bheing pummelled by our ascurate artillery firea. Late that night, the
_ : .
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Battalion wamnotifiad that we wereto be in support of the 15lat F. A,
The 534th A,A, had ho-n displeced eround our positions ms anit-air~
oraft protection, mnd throughout the period the Battalion was in the
_ Nettuno ares, did an oxcollant job, lkespingenemy planes from causing
- _ damege to our instslistions. Darely a night passed without a severe
air-raid, and the 534th gave porfect protection,

During tho flirat eix hours of May 24th, the Battalion ex-

pended over 2500Crounda, At no time wne the intensity of the fire

- leasened, snd whining shells ocut a continuous path to enemy posi~
tions and targets, Turingthe day, the 36th Division Infantry was
oommitted to battle, nnd we imusdimtely went into support of their
aotivities., OQur Forwnrd Qbserver and lisison parties with the In~-
fantry kept & consiant streem of targetis flowing back into the OP.

~ Lieison withe the 46%rd P, A, was discontinued and formed with the
151at F. A, Bo. The ntteck wes moving so swiftly, reports kept a
-oonstant shifting of the srem upon which we were firing, As yet,
the two frontes had not mot. No FPirslines wers being reported con-
stantly, The Divielens on our flsnka were makingrapid edvances, while
our Infantry had taken, and pushed past theirfirst phase objeotives,
Thé enemy was in a gensral retreat, end over the entire front, the
thunder and roar of cur nrtillery gave full throated evidence of the
deamege that was being Inflicted upon them.

: During the dny of May 25th, the Battalion moved to new po-
sitions, Infiltrmticn methods were used so thet a continuous etresm
offire could be used to cover tie move. As one battery moved to its
new position, the remnining batterys novered it with harrassing fires.
In turn, emoh of the other baiterys ecovered in the same way, moved in-
%o position, and commonoed firing ss soon as possible, Towns and
cities surrounding tho heechhead area were falling into our hands oon-
stantly. The attonk wne moving mhead as planned, and all elemsnts were
resching snd peesing objectives, late that afterncon, the Battslion

“was notified that It, CUol, James B, Taylor, 0-376751, Battalion Qom-

~ mender had been awsrded the Silver 3tar for gellantry and intrephdity

~-4n motion, At thim time it might be interesting to note that farces
© 7 from the besmdhhead end the scuthernfront had made contact, and that

. hoth fronte were now joined, Air activity was noted all along the

. 1ines, and our forwmrd observers relesysd oountlses messages of German

~ motor oonvoye being siraffed and bombed with heavy demage infliated

“on thelr matsriel, Horrassing fires contimued in support of Infan-
try opsrations, and nll targets reperted by our ohservers were fired

. upon,




A new plan of atisck was scheduled for May 26th, and the .
Battalion was to be in support of the 68th F. A. Bn.,and %o indirect-
ly support the 1lst Armored Division, The offense was rolling so fast,
that positions had Lo be changed constantly to keep the enemy within
rangs, Marly in the morning a reconnaissance party left to find new
positions, and shortly thereafter the Battalion left by motoreonvoy
for the advanoed pomitione. Using alr observation, the guns register-
ed on Righvay T, leading into Velletri, Enemy resiatance had strength~
ened in this area, and Vellotri, and nurrounding hills were pounded and
blasted by our artillery, Our Liainon and Porward observer parties oontin-
ually relayed repcrtn of colusns of Gorman armor and tanks, All tar~-
gots were taken undorfire, and eoon m heavy pall of emoke and haze hung
over the target, memontarily lighting up as shells out their way through
the dust. As hill after hill fell,and the oity was being surrounded,
our Pleld of fire wne varrowed, end our guns fired asteady stresm of
shells inté enemy ponmitionn inflioting severe damage on their instell~
~ations, Just at wmidnight, flares wors dropped overhsad by enemy planes,
but no hombs £sll mnd aside from the exoitement, nothing eventful occgurred,

By meon of May 27th, enemy resistance in Velletri was slowly
breaking, ard their retrest wme oarrying them on the read to Albano,
Harrassing fires continued on the roade leading out of Velletri, bhut it
was sporadie, mnd fow rounds were expended, Mopping up by Infantry com-
Linued all through the ares acuth of Velletri, and in the surrounding
hills, with many lundreds of prisonors being taken, ¥With their usual
methodical deviltry, the enemy had sown all the roeds and shoulders
with anti-tank end Teller mines, FEnemy priscners ssemed almodt glad
to report vhere ths mine fields wers losated, and soon Engineers were
out eleardmg paths for our armered vehicles and for the Infantry.
During that date, the rear elements at Nettuno moved up to a new po-
sition, Binoce tho Battalion was moving so rapidly, 1t was ditfioult
for the rear echslon tomaintain constent ocrmunioations. Those ele-
monts of the Battmlion which had beesn left st Qualiano, landed at
Ansgio, and rejoined the wrganisation. late that night, the atimck on
Yelletri waee sturied, with the eneny sounter-attacking all along
the line,

At dewn of May 28th, the offense ploled up in intensity,
and sporadie forays hetween patrols of both sides were bsing reported
constantly, Our 1€t flank was being covered by the 34th Division,

" and resonmilssmnoe was gent cutto establlsh oontaot with the ZSrd
Divigion on curright, Mines end boohy traps were being enocuntered
all along the line. Our Limison and forward obmerver groupa report-
ed target after target, Groups of anemy personnel, enemy aquipment
and vehlclés wore being pounded both by artillery and by our planos,
The enemy e¢ontinuod a slow withdrawyal toward Velletri, amd as our
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Infantryoontacted thoir roear guards, florce battles were fought. Ko
fire lines were being roported, and as the advence continued, the

enemy began eounter-atincking in force. (briously our fire wes £ind-
ing its mark, for tho enemy begante smole the sres, outting down oh-
servation, Artillery Firo wan extramely effective throughout the day,
Beosuse of thé flexible Linen, firing wes spasmodic, but thsre wers few
replies from ‘snemy puns, Bnemy tanks were enoountered at many peints,
end Intermittant fire told of slose contact between oppoaing groups.

In the pre-dawn hours of May £9th,the Battalion con~
tinued firing rounde in tupsert of the 13%d F, A, Bn,, to stop a
counter-attack in thelr spotor, ALl during themorning, our Lisison
parties relayed tarfotavhich were taken under fire, Enemy tanks
were being hit repsatedly. As the emerly threw more and more rein-
foreoemonts into the 1in2, the sounter-sttacks picked up in inten-

sity, end a continuous tarrags follfrom our guns, halting them

befors they oould got underwey, In mid-morning, time fire was re-
quested over Velletri, ns the oty was teealng with enemy troope
ard equipment. Ko fire linen were still being reported. Becauss
of thie, it wam d1Pficult for Fire Direction to learn the dis-
pesition of the ermy, an tho lines were in moonstant state of flux,
Rumerous targets worm oontinunlly being reported by Liaison and
forward obsarver Ereups. A reconnaissance party advanced to seek
new positions, ninoce the Bettalion m1l through this engagement was
only approximastely 3000 yerde behind the Infantry, The QP dessrves
etpecial mention for kooping informed of how conditions stood,
eince the Pattalion wna moving so rapidly, we wera continually run-

‘ning off the available mape, Bul all thoee things were surmounted,

through the drive mid fores which everyone gave to the plan of at-
tack., An enemy assenbly area roported by our observers was fired
upon with exsellent offect, cauning groat damege to enemy installa-

~tions, end injuring many of the Gormans., Late that evening, it was

reported that enewy counter-attmoks had been broken up, and their
tanks dispersed. Tho rumble of artillery oontinued all through the
night,

. "~ Om Moy 20th, the Battalion moved to new posltions spprox-
instely 2000 yarde scuth of Velatri, by infiltration, Gontimious

. fire wes Inid, and the batiorys moved under proteoting fire from

the 13%d P, A, Bn, Enemy targotovere conetantly being fired upon,
and all targets of opportunity relayed by our obeservere, . were taken
under fire, Communications ware imnedintely esteblished., At no

- time during this offense had thn Battalion had time to diz in, The .

lins of battls moved eo fmot, that barely nould they get into posi-
tion, and fire, befors now Plene wers being made for mdvanses.
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Piring inorenumnl to a pornaming weresoendo of sound on the
1ast day of the month, am more and more targets wers taken under Tire.
from our positions, nob only Velletri, but also the roads leading
north wers within range. Thore wag no limlit on the number of rounds
the Battalion eould fire o hbaorved targets, and all through ithe day,:
the orashing roer, and ronound ingecho of the shells hazmed through
she hills, As Tast ap the guns sould firae, shells were fed into

4hemn, until lnte in the sftornoon, orders were received to abate all

firing, meroly kireaping an intermittant harrassing fire, Just after
dusk, German snipere wers roported in the Battallion aresa, and infor-
mation was recsived that rn oRETY patrol had jnfiltrated into our ares.
Seourity patrols vere inmedintely ment out, but the snipers oould not
be losated, The promimity of the Battalicn to the front lines, was
further evidence of how quinkly the llnes werd advancing, end in what
& constant flux they wore. ‘

~ May had bean alnoet v complete month of combat. The strain
of battls, of fighting day snd night was ovident on the men, but the
emotional upsurge cmussd fy our progreas on the fload o Rome, pallie-
ed and eaged the atrsin, Ve wers on the move, ghasing the anemy,,
and giving him no time in gonsnlidate, Wherever he was, ¥e found him,.
snd our guns sent a conbinuoud atronm of destructlan toward his lines.
All else was forgotten in the surge to vietorys

T Sw:ﬁ 1@1.1,! 1A % m&egj &Q'”‘" —

1st Lt., 13let F. A. Bn.
Hiastorian
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During the periocd from May 11th to ISth, 1944 found the Battalion
in support of the 05th Division line in the Minturno ares. On

the 19th of May, the Nattalion loaded on L3T's for Mnzio, landing
there on Mey 20th, The Battalion reonforaed fires of 463rd F, A,
in the initial attecl which opened on May 25th, The Batimlion
supported the fires of tho GBth F, A, on May 26th, Following this,
our Batialion war in direct support of the l4lst Infantry and the
157th Infentry untilthe end of the momth,

Lessons lenrned during theno operations inoludes

1 S8triet camouflage discipline does pay dividends
both in protestion mnd rurprine, During the occupation of po-
sitions in the Minturno aren no sneny fire was directed toward
our srea, :

_ 2, Tho Patialion should be prepared #t alltimes for
& quiok change of meni mment, The Bettalion must be abls to
move rapidly with limited transportation,

3. In fasf noving operations, much ofthe ccmmunica=-
tions must bs earriad on by rmdlo, Thia demands the olosost
ettention to the nervising of sats and equipment, Relay sta-
tione must bs punhed Porward Bhf the Battalion positions to en~
sure contact with forward obmervers. Air observations is of ut~
moet value at this time, '

b, In rapidly moving situetion, the Infantry meny
times has to depsnd upon melf-propelled gunes or tanks for sup~
porting fires,

o '}.’;'M'.'Q'ﬁk.'__,..
BURL G. LASSETTIR

Major, Field Artillery
Exeoutive,
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Narrative of tho 17lat Field Artillery pattalion for June, 194,

Upifran the blazing death of Velletri, on through the
pomp and beauty of Rame, recing elong highwaye clogged with the de-
corticated remnente of the enomy legions, past rolling fam lands,
and picturesque hills, the Battalion chrassed the enemy. With the song
of vietory rising ever louder before Ue, We apaeded along hoping for
a:oonteot, finding the 1luyrrios with enany rear guards, merely ap-
petizeras . The Germans kept berely ono step shead of up, but the
burnt and blackened tanks and vehicles which merked the road, the
ge rumber of prisonern who woere ocaptured daily, showed mora elo-
qQuently than anything eloo that our deadly negging was taking its
tolle June was & month which brought to its highest point, our
combat agningt the onemyi combeb which proved them unable to stand
agelnat us; combat which inoremsingly showed our greater strength
and effestivenees nnd carrege. It was & month when all the bitter
disappointmants of Oensino, the Rapido River, Mignano and Venafro
wor'e revenged. The supercilicus amignens which the enemy had ex-
Pressed bafore us wee biotted out by his disordered retrsat. Hise
Buparciliougness was firot tinged with fear, and then wiped off as
disester after disaster met hime

The drive fram the Angio beachhead, started in the last

days of May, rose to high-pitched c¢rescendo, a8 more and more pres-

sure was directed at iha ouemy lines. Ihe resounding hoanm of tre-
mend oue barrages filled ihe auiat summer air. Fighting desperately,
Jorry f£ell back fram one delense line to another, hoping to stop the
all enveloping attack. put nothing could etand against it. The
Tiret day of the month feund our tnit's guns barking their deadly - -
growls. of death near Cori fmarting under the ating of constant der

- Teat, Jerry fought 1iko & cornered animel » But matohing his animal -

ferocity was an unsurpagsed ccursge,and a brilliant strategy. Com
stant reports filtered in from our liaisecn 8ections:reporting enemy

" guns and vehioleés degtroyed. A direct hit fram our guns was greeted .

with a earth-shalting oxplosion, as o German emminition dump went up -
in fleme and emdlre. ag the Infantry resched objective after object~
ive; the Germand al owly withdrew, and sg their equipment rolled along
the roeds, ocur guns leid down concentrated barrages that’ brought re-
ports of Mtwo enamy tanke knocked out here®, #fouxr enemy vehicles
destroyed theret, fenemy troope diapersed by shell firen, fenamy field
Pleces hit et such and such a point®. It almost secmed as though each
shell we fired found 8 tergets As the dey drew to a- close, trucks.:
were loaded, and the Battslion prepared 40 move to0 new poaitions East
of Vellotri- . o ’
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Barly Ia Lic woruing of June pnd, the Battalion began to
roll end by 05%5, juns wore leyed and ready to fire« 'The last two
montain barriers Llecking the road to Rome and {orthern Itely stood
before uss Rut bo harrier, no watler how strongly defended could
ptand ageinet this offensive. Tne Hattelion forward obaerver parly
which was worlcing with the 141st Infantry, sharing the same dangers
and riskss it pn unluely spot, and our first casuslties of the month
were reported whou n obroy ehell landed in the midet of their obser
vation post. Lt. Clhiarlee N Burian, 0-1181557, Fvte lcl Dagoberto
8 Chavez, #8636170, 45 urgin Ce Grezg, 34705545, end Fvte Frauk
O+ Leiloch, 32380345, all of Batbery "A# were wounded by shell frag-
mentts and evacuntod. Cpl. Uarter Wollace, 38051159, of the same
party was reperted ap missing in asction, but on June 15, his body
was found, signifying thet hie had been killed in this action. The
attack was moving so rapidly thet isolated groups of Germans wWere
geing bypressed by the Infontry. As the Battelion moved forward, more
andmore of them were picked up, but occasionelly one or two of the
krauts, steeped in the fanaticiem of nazism, remained hidden, aniping
end firing unti) killed. 4as Ivte Louis Marino, 38050459, Battery mon,
wallced through the hattery area, he was fatelly wounded by a conflux
of rifle shots. Lnte thol wight, the Battalion was notified that one
canbat teamn ol tho ¥lab vivieion would be working with us, the 36let
Infarmbry relioving the 14lat Infantiy tenporarily. Qur lieison and
forward observer groups who vere with the 141st Infantry would repogt
to the 9let Diviecion elemanto as soon as the change was made.

'Earlp,' in themosrning ol the 3rd, forwerd schelons left to
reconnoiter and yrepere new nositions north of vVelletri, which were

to be cccupied by the bBettalion thai efternoone The roasr of battle

resunded contimicuoly, f'or even am the attacl contimted there wes no,
waning in ite ferocitys As eech new position was reached, the dis~ °
order of the enery wes evidenced by the tremendous stockpiles of ’h
equipment pnd materiel which they were discarding. The fields end

- roade were covered vith rersonel equipment, boxes of ammniiion, guna

helmets, dnd articles of every description which the enemy 1sft be-
hind, ae they retremtedin terror from our destruction and vengeances

- In the efter noon, ihe Peltelion filed into the new vositions, and as

the gune were bing layed, three encmy soldiers were telzen prisonera.
M1l the fight scemed to have disarpeared from thamn. The of'fensive

- Was resembling a jurgernaut, widch like an avalanche, swallowed all
- oppositions '

N

: As the lest hill was cleared, on June 4th, and our Infantry
ressed through Marino, the fattalion remained under a constant elert,
- for the abtmcking wes rolling in esrnest. Qur forward reconnaiesance
- parties; lilke the inbrerid ranzers of early American history, rasced
- With the Infantry to learn the disposition of the enemy, and to keep
-~ the Battel fon notified if tho Germsns mansged to stop their rout long
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stantly, for the enacy was rotresting so rapidly, theonly was con-
taot could be kept wss Ly tho uee of cir ohservation planess Taey
proved their wortn time and szoin, ao they radioed report after
report of the activities o' the encny. heasther and hazardous ground
Wwinds were no obataclen, for the pilole and observers knew tueir
Joba were of the utmost inporience. As tho Battalion prepared to
nove to new positions just scuih of Hone, a report was received that
Crl. Henry D. Treston, Pattery “A®, 30300598, had been wounded by
anipers on the day rrsvious. Lale that night, the Battalion resched
their new positions, altopring jusk long enouzh to register the guns
in the event the vermsnn attesvted to delend the pity. A new move
was being planned even ss the trucis end guns stopped rollinge

At dawn o bLhe Sth ol June, the Battelion clearsd the area,
and: rolled down the rosd through the hoort of fomes &0 oprosition
had been met in the cosmorclitsn ciby, snd the men regrotted that they
could only catch a ;limine of tha city they nad been striving to reach
aver minee lending at Helerno, slwost nine monthis earlier. As his-
torical spots were pesscd, enl the cheers of the thousends of homanse
who lined the streebo renclied us, thare wesn't a man who didn't wish
the wer weuld atop f'or & day or two, so he could stop there. The
enthueisem of the civiliena wes oo rleddening, that the fatipue of
battle fell awey from Lha men, ard the urlilt in morale was noticeable.
Flowers were topsed bafnre tie venicles and to the men, and wine wasg
held outs Put not evean an ovebtion could stop our marche ‘There was
8 job to be done, and mefvlly, hane wes possed. 4 humorous sight
wes to see signs "OIL Linite Lo IeDeSe, sizned by the femous -petch,
and representing the coubol troover's Yeeling about the Lar reer. TS
ecnel on johnniee, poeted all Luraign the city. Juel north of the uity,
the Battalion woved into posilien. 4 strong enemy delaying perty wes
in position to defend tha higawayn leading north of Kome, to give
tiieir mhin elements Lime to rooch def'ensive posgitiona. Although our
position wes well defilnded, stray shelln Tell in the Waw Battary
rositiens csusing several cmsualtiese Tvt. Charles Forter, 34160245,
"C® Batlery wae slightly wounded, Sgb. Uerl E. Hargis, 3803628&, and
Fvts Orville E. Dazzell, 4150013, were lilled lmmediately, while
Fvts« Barnard Ruvell, 7305114, Quetav He [hrke, 35314339, Edwerd
O Grady, 38381219 and Jemes H. Ainsworth, 320838869, all of "Am pat-
tery were wounded andimnedietly evacustcd by our medicose 4 report
Was received that "Cv pattery forward observer group had been hit |,
in Rome, near the Tiber ;dver, and that Lte Radolph We Helmick,
0-117664, Fvt. lel jiell ¥, fly, 33408607, and Fvte. Warren Creitz,
33826977 end Jemes H. Les, 34107236, were all wounded and hed been
evacuatied. I'vt. llensry H. Davia, Ah352520, of the seme section was
reported missing in ection, end on Jiune ¢th was rerorted to have besn
killed during thie action. The offensive was causing may casuelties,




more then we had ever lwd in a similer period, but it just gave ue
reason to Tight a 1ittle herder end to extract a greater measure of
revenge. Enemy snipors were thick throughout theentire area, and
a platoon of the 14lst Infentry was deteched to our Bettalion to
clear them from the eroas

Aa the ection moved faster end faster, Rane fell farther
snd farther behind, For thenext four deys from June 6th to 10th, saw
the Battalion constantly on the move. At least one move each day
wap made, and elowley the towne were left behind. Rolling up High-
way 2, we reached and passed Aluminarc, bypessing most of the smaller
villages, and by June )lOth hnd reached a point just beyond Montelto,
almost eighty miles from Romos At no time in thehistory of America
had our Ameies moved over so long distence in so short a time. As
esch new position wse reached, reconnoitering partiss moved forward
to meek a new area. ‘Thers wes no time to dig in guns, for the action
moved too quickly. Trucke could never be unloaded, for movement orders
came in rapid succesainm. As the mover contimied, the meintenance
sectiones were calladup fram the rear to service the vehiclea, for the

long streches of driving wee beginning to show in the wear and tear of

the vehicles. Omuntlene prisoners were bing reported, and contact
with the enemy was ppacmodic. All along thehighways the wrecks of
the Wehmuacht, showed the strength snd destructive power of our forces.
Conatent bypesses were met with for every bridge for mndreds of miles

- bad been demolished by our mir forces. The bomb craters pock-marked

the fields end areme nround every bridge. Mich credit must be given to
the engineer groups for the rapidity with which they repaired every
blown out place, though on one or two ccocasione, our cutfit wes located
in advance of thelr el mmenta.

ring the emarae of June 1lth, a severe pocket of enamy
reslstance was encountorsds Early in the morning, the organization
reached new poaitions just behind the supported Infentrys Barely had
the guns been layed nnd registered, then a concentration fell within
the Battelion area: Inemy fire contimied to fall, and a slight with-

. drevel ¥es made 50 that we could give better support to the Infantrye
- Jockeying for position occured sll thraugh the morning. During the

first of the shelling several cmsuslties were reporteds ‘I/5 John

~Re Oorkery, 23054002, pattery "Of, Pyt. dohn Fe Finnerty, Bettery ®Bw%,
- 350609794 were wounded and evecuebed, while Pvt. Rissell W. Day,

- 33204229, *B" Battery, Sgt. Ralph V. Fry, 20814012, andPvt. Marvin

- Meter, 30794374, both of nAn Battery were slightly wounded but re-

mained on dutys Fvie mibrey L. Wilaon, "On Battery, 20814052, was re—

‘proted miseing in ection. Fvt. Jamea L+ Morria, 34508207, "Ar Battery

vwas also slipghtly wounded by shell fragmemtes. One howitzer and one
truck was destroyed, nndother vehicles were damaged in varying de-
greess The Battelion woved four times during the day, finally reach-
ing a position where the full fury of our guns could be brought to

“bear upon the enewy. At Lhis time, we were so close, that constant

eniping wes being directed at our installationss Pouring round efter
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round into enemy voailions, tha deley wes broken and by late even-
ing, all enemy elemsnte nad been routed. Spasmodic rifle fire from
ipoleted eneny riflemnen contimted, bul sguads of infantrymen patrol-
ing the area, cleared tuen oute As the Infeniry contimted to chase
the enemy sfter breeling their defeneive line, preparations were made
for the Battalion to move furbther upe Fvte. Aubrey L+ Wilaon, who

had besn reported miselny, rsported back to his unit. He had become
separated during the courase of the first move, and had dug in during
the shellinge

The Battelion contimied its forward movement during the next
two days, malting one move each day. @lightly etiffer resietance wee
being met, but at on place wms the advance being held up. Vehicular
maintenence continued baing made in bobween moves, for in so rapid an
petion, transportstion focilities were of primeimportaence. The enemy's
condition wes due in & greet degroee, beceuse of the tremendous mumber of
vehicles that had heon knocked out sver since the Itallian cempaign
had starteds Am sn illuetration, there were severel daye when the
outfit ate short retions, beceuse the advence was so fast, it was
almost imposaible to keep supply dumps in forward areas. Laie in
the night of June 13Lh, saverel enemy shells landed in the vicinity of
Battery ®Bny Fvt. Robort I. Gould, 30106109, Fvt. Fraok Tutino, 334-
33509, and Fvt- lol Jemss Q. Kidd, 38153677, were all lightly wound-
ed by shell fragments, hut remained on duty. No damage wes done to ‘
instellations or equipuwont. Adir observation wae stlll being used,

-and firing wee spasmodics

On the 1. of June, The Babttslion displaced foxward in the
direction of Hcanseno. At thistime we were supporting the fires of
the 133rd Field Artillery Battaelion. The fatipgue of moving, of going
without slesp was tekinz ite toll, but atill the Baittelion operated
with the same efficiency it had shown ever eince being commitied to
combat in 1943. The rout of the enemy continued, and theough more
and more resistance waes being encountered, thers was no doubt in our
minds that our offensive COde be etopped. It might be interesting
at this time to note that e byword among Americen troops wes that
wherever the 36th Dlvieion wes, action could be found.

A road block wea orgenized to the south of the Battalion
posltion on the mornins of the 15th, for we were in hilly country,
and there was some rislk of the enemy attempting an smbush. Orders
vere received that afternoon thelt we were to move to new poaltions
south of Mirei+ As the day drew to o close the positions were reached,
end guns layed end regintered. Oonstent contact with the enemy wes
being maintained by the Infantry, end our guns were doing more and
more firing. .

A owall tasi force consisting of infantry, peratroopers,

.




artillery, tank unite and angineers liad been drawn up for any special
teska which might erise. For the rest few days, those elements of our
outfit who wers Boeirnad to thie forca remeined on constant alerte
Sporadic firing continued through Juno 16th, and Just before midnight,
the Battalion movsd to & new areme

The front, fluid ap it was, contimied to go forward, and
in order to keep in suppert of the Infantry, moving waa almost con-
timouss A new erea had Leen reconnoiftered juet north of Grosseto,
but the area was otill under enemy fire, and it wasn't until the
early dewn hours of June 18th thet we displeced across a small river
to the positions 1st Lt. hibert W. Freenan, 0-285180, was assigned
to the Battalion frowm tie 135rd Field Artillery Battelion, as liaison
Officery Although the 141st Irfantry was not in cowbat from June 1&th
Ons We remained in support of the Y4ond, 143rd end B17th Parschute
Battalion Infantrya.

Between June 19th end 2let, three more moves were made
forward, bringing us spproximately 130 miles north of Hames At no
time has the fewpo of Lhe advance lessoned. In the laet poaition
reached, observation wus excollent. Iliore snemy firing wes being en-
countered, and light artilleory, tanks and* Infantry could be ssen.
Unite on our flenks were subjected to onemy shelling, but none fell
in our positions. 1he intensity of our fires picked up, es observed
targets were talten under fire, nnd much damage wae inflicted upon
enemy equipment and inotollationg. Vehicles and guns were damaged
and destroyed, and soveral tenlta were hit. Communiocations were be-
‘coming & problem, for tie sdvance hed hesn so rapid, supplies wers
difficult to ohtain, and M) wire suppllies were mnning short. It
finally beceme necoasnry Lo orlit wire erews into two groups, one to

Pick up wire from olg rositions, the otier to lay and maintain new
comminications. :

. . & Battalion chaervotion rost was setablished on June 2ond,
-the first one which we Liad uged in over a wmonth. Many targets were
Obaerved and taken unjer Tire, with exbremely effective resultg.
Transportation weg becoming more and moye of 8 problem to the Germans,
and many horsedrawn artillery columns weye visible: They proved

easy targets, for thels slov rate of oreed gave us ample time to l'ire
concentretions. p13 during tnis time, we vere hedge~hopping with the
133rd Field Artillery pabtaljon, with each Battalion covering the
other se it moved Torwerd. Yoth units were in support of the 143rd
Infentry. the Battnlicn disrluced Lorwerd early tne evening of June
23rds and before midnicot , were leysd end ready to fire.

'
The Battalion moved sgain on Jupe 24th, contimiing in eup-
port of the 1434 Incontyy. Airing the nizht of the a5th, six geruwan
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rrisonsrs aur#cnier:d Teow om0l Mat laubery rersonnel. Srasaodic
firing contimied et virerved Lyr wige  Lebiorg were rilfe tasu wWe wWere
to te relieved shorily. Tt wra ood nzwn Lor the entire organizetion
wen tired end worn mb. lariies ucrom toe 125th Field Artillery Bet-
telion, z4u Division crrived te lods over our positions whieh gave
iurther credence to tae mmer tust we vwere to be witiidrawn from
combatb+

Farly in Lae morning ol June pobin, the 3attalion moved out
of canbat to m bhivonsc sree, jush couth of (rosseto, and rempined there
until eerly evening wieh we lel't op Lhe lony mercn t0 a more perman-
ent bivoumc ares just nerty of howe. e new ares was rescied on the
morning of the 27th mnd sll ectivitics vere concelled so the men could
* have en oppertunity Lo reabt uwr from the long drives

For the leet tiree deys ol' the wonth, the men luriristed
in the complete rest L.y were pivan. Ivery man went to homes iew
hed ever exrected to mer the Eternsl City" again, for the drive had
carried us well over 15 inilece, and at the rate we were golng, vwe ell
felt we would See Zertin sooner tien hones There wase wuch to see. in
the coamopolitan ceuber, end it waa wilh a feeling of regret thet
more time couldn't be hod. e men were psid a day early so they could
have money {'or souvenire. It was a etrange contrast to the hegining
of the month. The month of June will remsin vivid in the memoriea of
us all for many reaocno.

. The bannere ol the 135let iiels aArtillery Battalion received
new honors during Juna. [he breskthrougzh from Velletri, the capturing
of Rome, the cimee v lita higiwey rest Grosseto, the thousends of
enemy that were capfured, the countlens vehicles and tenks end gune
that were hit end docliroyed, nll stend ss monuments to our driving
efticiency. Hew glorit: have Leen written into the history of our
Battelion, snd everymen cen be proud ol the part he played in the drive.
The chase from Anzio to tho point north of Home where we were relieved,
a disteticé of over twe bundred miles stands without peer in this war.
It is & tribute to the covrsge and drive of the Battelion that all
through this march, the sfficiency of the orgenization remeined at so
high a level.

| s AT

NOTE! ‘The following documents ere WILLIAM H. BRIZHT
ettached to the oripinel of lst Lt., 12lpt Fe A« Bn.
thies narrative? Historian. '

EX1RIT "Anm - Cory of Unit Journel
EX:1I2IT n3e - Situption Map
EX 1181T »Cv - Suunary of Fires

! : [ IZIT "or - Firing Chert
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Daring thie périod the Dallelion wes in direct support of the 1ilst Infan‘brg,;,

157th Infantry (45th Divieion), mnd in general support under Divieion Artillexy T
control . :

| - Orsueltien were due to mortar and ertillery fire, and were insvoldable. in &
sltuation of rapid movement such ne this Battelion operated in during this period.

Lessons learned during thin operation include!

1. Fort 8ill method of oporatinn in fest moving situation works with die-

pateh and efficiencys Order of movement: Battalion Commander and Recon-

neisance (fficer, well Ilorwnrd with infeniry, select tentative position area;
Battelion §3 with radio and Fire Direction personusl leeds oolumn; Battoery
Oommanders and Survey Ferty follow et heed of columnj Firing Batteries, then
Headwarters and ammuriition train. Bettery Commanders radioed forward so as
to errive in position aroa Pifteen to thirbty mimites in advance of batteriess

2+ Only esmential vehiclom in ndvence poasition = wire vehicle, howitzera._and
Prime movers, Battery Conmanders' jeep, kitchen and one or two ammnition
trucke, depending on volume of f'ire anticipated. Remainder of emmunition
traln and supply section follow Battslion four or five miles beck, ammnition

-officer staying at Fire Direction Center. ALl othier vehicles, equipment and

personnel remain in resr ares, fifteen to twenty miles to rear, under oammand
of Battalion Executive. Moye forward each two or three deyss

5+ Battalion was highly mobile. Maximum time allowed between firing and
march order to move, one hmire pattelion Ocumander and/or Reconnaisance
Officer constantly forward with sndvance infantry elements: in contaect with
Battallion by redio»

he Oareful planning of diuplecement makes possible regular feeding of hot
meals and five to peven hours rest lor men each twenty—-four hours. Rapid
infantry movement ordivarily in daytimes. Moves everage three each twenty—
four hoursy one at lagt-lite, one after dewn and one bstwesn noon and. nights

S5¢ Aly OPa ere of theutmont importance for registration'and 'adjuntment‘cf .

., Tires.  Ab.leadt one plane should be in the air during deylight houras

6+ Boodk mles and "long tedious operatione were el:lmina.tegl' and aurvay‘wan iim-_-

- plified in order thet gpoed in the locetion of betteries ooi..tld be. affected. °

ﬁagi_a@rgtj‘.zgn:”uorrfacted ary errors and rapid delivery of fire was obtained.

7+ Radlo oen be made to work by use of relay station. ‘Thip station wes SOP

and wer_rt, voll ‘forward into position shead of Battelion. ©n displacement it
vas used as base pet and old base set was moved Forward as new relay. 608

radiq and YR car was used. .
Cgms:s E. TAILORE . ,' ,

Lt. 001" F. A
Camnanding
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COoNLIDATED BATILE QASJAL TY LIST e

KALLED IN ACTION.

. NAME RANK A-8.N. ynIT
Bazzell, Orville E- Pyt 341 5061 Bbry #As
Davis, Henry He Pt 34352 Biry wo®
Hargls, Oarl K. gt 3,835 . Bbry WAn
Moreno, Louis {IMN): Pyt 2%%50‘4%9 - Btry wo#
Wallace, Carter Gpl 51199 Btry nae
WOJNDED 1IN ACTICH
Olary, Loule He Opl . 38027542 Btry =pw
‘ Ainaworth, James Hs Pyt 22828869 Bbry wam »
Ameter, Marvin (NM) Pvt 327 gﬂt Btry ®B®
/" Burian, Chexlos M. ond 1t. ~1181557 Biry wA®
Ohavez, Dagsrto 8. I'Fo 38361 698 Btry 2A®
B ’ glg, myJoth - gpl : 55(2)12425 Btry uAe
2 ordea { S 4] : a0d
] Oroitg ’h‘nrrgnal"o ‘f‘gli‘; g;egég?ﬁ %g “g'
3 uffy; Neil Ei re 35408607 Btxy wo#
g Finnerty, John F. © Ivt 35060979 Biry ¢ps
i . Prys Ralph Ve gt 2081401 2 Btry =ps
] . Ghmbinoy, Pen Je ond Lite 0-1178804 Btry wA®
] geuld, Robert Ie Pyt 6106109 Btry upw
! Day, Rissell W. vt 23204229 - Btry ape
: Dirkcs, Gustev R Fvt 353143 Btry nas
] Greggs Burgin Qe opl 81_4705 5 Btry wAw
. Helmlolk, Ridolph W. aad Lt 117664 Bbry =ow.
T Kidd; James O. FFQ %8153577T Btry #B®
i Les, Jemes He Frt 34107236, Btry u0w
1 Midlochy Frank 0. 1347 32368385 Btry =as
i Morris, Jemes Ho Py 34508207 Btry waAw
‘?1 ; Of Grady, Riwerd Pyvh 30291219 Btry ®aAw
i goﬂ:r; Charlen We Pyt 51;%21;6, Bbry #QN
- restony Henry De Oyl 8 WAl
5 "Babell,. Barnard {NMI) Fvt 335023]_6?4 Blry IAI
1 Tutino, | Frank (NMI) Fv 22 o
=_ e 33433509 Bpry =p#

tre
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i
¥

o
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NAME

.ﬁinmmrth; James [«
Bazzell, Orville E.
Burian, Charles M.
Chavez, erto 8.
Olay, Roy NMI)
Dirke, Bastav Re
Gembino, Pen J.
Greggs Burgin O.
Hargle, Oarl E.
Mieloch; PFrank O

"Morris, Jamesd He

0'Grady, Edward
Freston, Henry D.

. Rubell, Barnard {NMI;
NMI

Wellaoe, Oartor

Olary, Loule Re

hneter, Mervin (NMI)

Finnerty, John F.

(Jould, Robert I.
Kidd, Jamas 0.
Tutino, Frank
Day. Ripeall We.

Corcery, John Re
Oreitz, Warren F.

. Davis, Henry He

Duffy, Neil E.
Helmick, RMdolph We
Les, James He
Moreno, Louis

Porter; Charles W.

ECRET

L

i

UNII BATILE OASUALTY LIST

RAE

vt
Pyt
ad Lt
IO
Bpl
Fyt
ol Li
apt
8zt
Pyl
Fvt
Pyt
Cpl
Fvh
Cpl

Opl.
Pt
Fvt
&b
Tvih
TFQ
Fuol
Fyl

Opl
Fvt
v
FFO
2nd Lt
Pvt
Pyt
Pyb

ABN

Battesrg

31&1 5081 3

0-1181557

36561698
352%g425
ALY
o~11?gg
L7054

5055508
5"568385
rl;ﬁ(}ﬁam
)9593' 219
32500698
79300114
38051199

Buttery MBY

58029542
)2 T04Th5

35070979
:308}. 4012
56106109
70155577
53H55509
35205009

Battery nob

33054002
s
350
25100407
02117661

. r— —

DATE  TYPE

June 5 WIA & Lt Flenk
June
June 1 WIA 8hell Frag

RESIDENUE

kb

NY
KIA Pen We Lt Shoul.Tenn
- Al

June 1 WIA 8F Rt Elbow,chest Msxioo
Juns 11 WIA 8F Rt Lg forehead W Vae

June

June 16 WIA LW Rt tinmb Mass

June 1 WIA Shell freg- NeOs

June 5 KIA Pen We Li cheat Texas
June 1 WIA Shell frag NY

June 11 WIA 8 Lower back Toxaw
June 5 WIA SF Rt Foreaqm  Oal |
June 3 WIA GSW in leg . Ry
June ? WIA 8F Buttocks Oaegon RisadeioH.
June 1 KIA (No Information) Texas

HMay 29 WIA Lt shoulder (SF) Texss

June 11 WIA BF Rt Knee
June 11 WIA 8F Lt Am
June 11 WIA 8F Lt Knee
June 1% WIA 8F Lt thigh
June 13 WIA SF Lower back-

WIA & tuttocks, aym Chio

Texan
thio
Texas
Mich
Texan

June 13 WIA BF it Forefinger Pa.

June 11 WIA 8F Rt shoulder -

June 11 WIA 8F of buttocks
Juna’ 5
June §
Juns 5
June §
June 5
June 2
June 5§

WIA EF both legs
WIA 8F 1t Knee

WIA 8F Rt thigh

L

Fa.

Pae

WIA 8F Lt. side body Pas
BIA (No Information) Gae
WIA S shoulder, sxms Mags

hio
FAN:

KIA SW 11 & Rt Ohest Texes
" Ala -
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oporationg of Gl 13384 pishl plllorg Jattolion In BXnan

A Lhough 4o rapctltlon of the soures wiloh the 1:1st Fleld Artillory
Battalion follorad lra’, yoor, Suguol aott oonew invasion, a cenotant roeey
and 8 triwiphant nlvaons Uoob relbsaed to bo ntopped, It wnan't nows that
we wora feolng A ot dng oo doublorp Frovoe, for training end propare~
tionm wara thoroushly Lortilded durlng &he Clret fow deys of the monthe
At 1asi, tr3a crellmiapry shopm s wedsd nod on August Gthy the Dat~
talion londoed, for dim firsb apd lnad rooe rohesrsnl, Yith howitzore
lashed on NUkle, and avery evenbunllty ainutely plsunsd for, tho datte~
licn spent two days of [inal prectles, ttrsshitng out the loore onds
whish alwayn arop up dorslta 4o nonk detallad plenning. On the even~
ing of the Tthy the Astie'lon yaturned to 112 bivouno srep near (ua i
iano, Oritlgua woro holl, Chasl dnstruaations glvang and loading
smploted, It wma lrento thet bl ntopsiop of £ pluge for thizx new in-
vasicn should bo Just « raw adlao eway [rem Seeloun winre tho orgenisa=
tton Cirtd =ot the 2ueny Lo Blnody, finrea oombed,. And nod, just shert
of 8 year ister, it wrt o poncoful, esrivs ‘spote 1t wns at Pestaum, teo,
that the Ontialicn glirwal o mettls whieh heo nover hoon tornished, ‘
Linison and Feryard Clgsvyer pnrdlons wor? attnohod to Infantry untle,

passos Wore dlaoentinond for acoreey asd atourity mosaures, Nsval shoro

control partles etteatu! to dircat fiavel flre, a4 in 8 last minute rush
of Yoading ‘ho Datts)lion mevad off on th: avening of August $th to load
on ships woiting to errry thos to Lhy aborea of tha niviera, Morale wae
high and ao the bauge rronin of abipn nppazed in view, L% rose ovon high=
ar, for thw ynbor aemaedl dottad with a acvor of behbing boats of mll
typoe, It 'ma 8 trowanionsy lapropoiyo nihte

On August 10th, the slidps enlled from Tomzucll, Italy, and as tho
sonvoyt took ahnpo An Lhp Hedlimpanasn, a aolld wnll of boats moved 1n
slow prealsion to & flnnl asudihly aren on tha 1ip of Fapleos harbore
During tho naxt Adey, betis saurrlied across the opan water, roaching thelr
doni-natad plnoas, on' thaon matfled, relling and awsying on the colm water, .

Late on thn nlont of Hir Alth, tho 187'e quivared end thon, with en

antielprtory atraln oledy got wnior wny Tor the four hundred milo voyegde
Tha wesbhier oontinued pooty and on bonr? tha varlous 197'e, Hevy porson=

‘nel made svallanle nil tha poanidle oonferts, Nol long after we had ast

pail, the nsored orfore worn rondy mopo, oyarlays and alr photow distrib=
uted, and unis Alsguastons hedd,  To the vatoran's of Salorno, the lnva=

‘#ion wne junt nnothor ntep to ha ta'tan in atride, but %o the roplecoments
“and nawer momiora, it mn to bosn ndvenbure, Ol ptorien of Pastoum wore

rahanohed, Napits She menering of that hord fought for besah hesd, the
mon ahoved A Rith apurese, ey nmald not bo atoppidl A1l through the
naxt two daya inboraittart d'nounericns ‘eere hald until eseh men lmow his
partioulnr {sb thorcughly Aot hed a anarehonalive greop of the overall plo~
turs, It mo a lonrem In nlmite planning, in axneting intally s study of
8 step towsrds viatory, Fharn wns no yontize of doubt of 8L0LBIB, The

~ususl abandop nhip drilin conurred with irriteting rogularity, and a {ow
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necessary duties {alken core of, but on the whole, the men crammed
themaelves with knowledge of what lay shead.- Corsica drew into sight
on August 14¢h and as tho huapge armade of ships sailed slowly by, the
mountaing and rugged erants set a atrang? nackground for +he calm Bsea
and seemingly motionlees ships. Cverhesd Priendly planes roared their
defiant cry, covering b convoy, and searching coaselessly for any
sign of the enemy. Buk the lirauts remained hidden, either unaware of
the avalanche thet was bhoaring down upon thiem or afraid to show any
fight * :

Just after two ofelouk in the morning on the 15th of August, the
ships swung into line, and the ereakingz of devite &8 bosts were lower-
ed and the rattlé of chalna filled the mir, Coffee was gerved at 0530, and
ehortly afterwards the swsll srsft wers circling the LST's vaiting for
the formabion o be complahed. 34h @ sudden dreadful roer the huge
guns of the naval escort opaned Tire, and nheet after agheet of destruc-
tion sped toward the shere. The beaches woere covered with smoke, but
occasionally a flicker of flame would streak upwarde where & fire had
been started by the tremendous ahel ling from the warships. As the na-
val fire settled dovun to A shendy roer, tha muzzle flashes cutting the
false dawn, the thunder of Jmndreds of plones sounded overhead,, snd soon
the engulfing din obliterated sll other scunda as thousande of tons of
bombe hit their destinabticns. 1t wes & Lremendous and aweing demonstra-=
tion of power, surpassing apything siuiler in history. For an hour and
a half, the sky wen darzencd with the drif'ting gmoke of the thousands of
shells thet zoomed tovard bLhe shoro and nc the bombs thunderbolted their
way toward enemy positionn, the hlasta got up reverberations that
echoed and re-echoed from the aurrounding hills, As soon Bs the alr snd
sea bombardment lifted countless {0yP'e derted in and let loose their
loads of devastéting rociute sending huge shoWers of rock and dirt into
the air astheir missiles hit the targets. For ten minutes the air was
filled with tho swisbing aound of the reckets, and then in the ear-shat-
toring calm that followel, the first wave moved slowly yowards the coast.

|
|
i

Intermittant firing could be heard as the first wave hit. Liaison and
Forward Observer partice aiharked on the second wave, and soon the sea
was £illed with emall creft as wave after wave moved solidly towards the
weach. At 0920, the first nUide with howitzers mounted and lashed,
ready to fire from the weter 1T necessary, moved slowly ashore and with=
in ten minutes the Tiring batterys and fire direction and OP personnel
had landed, Machine gun fire rattled out over the water as the DURA B
approached the coast, but, ended abruptly as though realizing the utter
impossibility of ever stopping the immense wall which advanced toward it.
A scattering of 8B's splattered the beach as the wave landed, but no
damage was done, .and soon enemy firing wus almost non-existent..
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4ith a minimum of delay, the Sattalion moved off the beach to
positions which haed been picked cut by the Battelion Commender and
Battalion 3-2 who had landed in the third wave, Signs had been post-
ed and within an hour of landing the gun batterys had reached the po=-
altions and reported ready to fire. As yet no casualties at all had
been reported, in strange contrast o the landings in Itely. The
Bituation remained fluld with the Battalion firing its normal support
for the Infantry. Lisison officers reported finding little resistance
from the enemy and were mwoving forward to secure théir objectives. By
1545 that afternoen ell first phase objectives had been taken and
drives for second phans cbjectives were underway. The situstion was
golng so rapidly it wee mlmost impossible to keep up with it., The in-
vaslon was a success that exceeded all axvectatlions, Li. Richard 3,
Fleming, 0-1173946, Linison Officer with the 'lst Bn,, 4lat Infantry,
reported that Tec 5 Jolm Il. Windsor, 593752, Headquarters Battery,
had been wounded by machine gur fire on the beach during the landing.

,'Artillery restraining lines were met up by Division Artillery during the ..~ °°

night and normel harassing and supporting shelling wae fired. A weak reply

of a half dozen rounds wns the enemy's only answer., The beachhead wae

firmly established and, as the day ended, 1t changed from an invasion
to a full front with the initintive on our side and succesa and victory
hovering over ua,

. Early on the morning of Avgust 16, & reconnaissance party left
to find new positions for the Bettalion, for the situation remained

~very loose and &t no point had the attsci been stalled, During the

morning the organization moved up, whth "a" Battery covering the move
of the othsr two firing batterys., Constant fire was maintained in
this way, Narrow roadn branched off from the coastal highway winding
torturously up to the mountaina which lell in sheer drops almost to
the very edge of the bosch., At times the turns and curvee were go
sharp, it was necessary for lsrger vehiclss such as prime movera to
uncouple their guns bafore thev could maks the turn., Late that night
two weak counter-sttecks were attempted from the dirsction of Oannea,
but heavy fire was brought dewn upon it, stopplng it before they could
got underway. The sdvence continued with only scettered resistance
being met., By early evening ell objectives had been secured and pri=-

~ somers were being reported tsiten in droves. The wire crew of Head~

quarters Battery captured ten Germans, snd the Battalion Commander Lt.

~Uol, James E, Taylor, 0-376731 and Oaptain Robert M. Ramey, 0~364093,,

Battallon 9-2, captured six more when they came upon ean enemy mortar
crew., The krauts shoved 1ittle taste for the overvhelming power which
was belng thrown at then in every conceiveble way,

Activity ¢ontinued sporadic for the next three days with the
Battalion doink fust s normml nmount of firing, A new position was se~-
leqtad,on Auguat 18th, and the Battelion moved in late that afternoon.
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On that day too, the anouy nade e more determined stand, Lut his

sholls Pall far short of our vonitlona, though our Lialson and For=
ward Obsorver portios oub on tho surrcunding hills raported mecting
with scmo mortar and nrtillory Ciro. o easualilos wore met with and
thore was no demass bo aqalpaent.  The now positious were well snfil-
aded and dug tn, CFf to the ri hit flaok of tho Battalion, our Forwerd
Ubservers reportod thu {oranns debonstlng instellations in Qannoa, The
dull sound of the explontonn remshed cur Brem, but 1t was Impossible to
aso what damdpe wan boing Jdone, Captaln aymond &, Kane, 0~1165519, who
tad joined the Dattallcn in July, sleo reported exploaiens in Cannes
and added thad thn Jarzanae wars apparantly preparing to ovaguate the
eitys Oontadt had boenn wadn with Parstroopers who had droppéd in the
forward arean, ap! inlornation wna obtnined as to tho disposition of
the snemy. The hoepltaliby of the poeple from the vory mosont of land~
ing was heartestarming, The pinesrity and open=heertedneas) the gener=
oaity and Oriondlinces wao in direst goptrast to all we had met in Italy
and Africa, Frame uno making us woloome, snd for the first timo we
a1dnté Pool 1ike atran: re in o strango land, On August 20, the Batta-
14on wae notifled 1% womld move the nont day, and qartering and rogom=
naigsssnoe paitles lofh Ffor an nesambly ores near Draguignan. The Batie-

. 1ion eontimued harassing firen all during the day and night.

The front hnd arpoked wide open eni tho ohaso hogan. (n August

. 21, ths Battriden moved from Draguignnn to positions south of Digne,

traveling over A% miles, ALl uring tho next few movas, Infantry

were being esrriod on cur vehlsles, for with 8o rapid a shanging front,
transportation wnm » problon, little pontact aould bo mads with the
snemy, and on Auguet #2, tho Aattalion moved snother 40 milea %o an
area south of Aspars, near fSarrons, Tho snomy ocontimiod his wild re-
treat, offering 1ittlr rosiotance and being harriad oonatantly. He
was given no ehanae to rogroup his allim resouroes, and there waa 1it-
tle thremt 6f @ pcuntor-atinek at thad time, The roade were winding,

_4wisting, surving prihm sub threugh tho heart of the Moritime Alps,

rising up thousandn of fost, 9hoer preoiploes of solid rock towered
or both siddn of the road, Aupunt 23rd found the fattalion on the

move sgaine  Almoot n hundrnd miles aped awny baneath tho turning wheels,

and in the thres days, the inttalion had covorsd 184 milos, Marsane was

" roashad 1nté thnt nipht and our Limimon party with the 20d Bn., ilat

Infantry raported enony tapks and infantry counter-attnoking, Reports
wore resnivéd of large enomy oonveys, composed of all types of vehicles,
moving on a highwny nowet of the thone yalley. As tha Battalion reached
the outskirts of Merssno, tol, Mstlesk, Division Artillery Executlve
halted tho hand of dhio eolunn and very rapidly lod the firing batterys
to the adgod of the town ant put then in firlng position whereby they
oould dirsst lny on ougay tnuta In tho valley below, The remsinder of :
ihe Battalion moved forwsrd to propsrs positions in readineas of the i
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rsturn of th~ Pfiring ntterys, DMttory "A" remcined in defensive posi=-
tions mgeinst the aaony tenka, while the two othar firing batterasy re~’
turnad $o the Batirlicn positionn, Lt, Richard 3., Fleming, 0-1173946,
while on an obeervoilon nost with the Infantry was alizhtly wounded by
shraprel and wig avnounbtad to the resr by tur medicos,

August 2hth new the snemy bore hie tecth for the first time and
1iko an entrapped znf, ho made n tremsandous, enarling effort to throw
off his horrlsre no he aould continue his eacape, Girding his remain-
ing strength, ho ocunior-attoockod with all the strongth at his dispos~-
sl, The terrain wmo in favor and our dletended llnea of supply and
communirstion worked ngelont un, Firing with & rapidity whioch we had
naver found necessury befora, our gund thundered snd roared their de=
fiance and death, All thot day the battlo rsgsed, until our smmunition
had boon oomyletely oxpanded and we wore foroed to withdraw to posi~-
tionm about threc miles to tha rsar, The counter-attsck was finally
boaten off and Jerry withdrow Lo liok his wounds and ponder over the

. inevitable doom which awnitnd him, The entire operation can be

batter undoratood L oome word Ae given of tho overall picture, Three
anemy divisions, lWnttered and rogzged wore being pushed from bshind by
the 5rd Diviston, while the 36th was north of them, holding defeneive
positions to keap them in the trap, In thelr desperation to esocaps,
for oaptured prisonors rolotad that their ordors wers to ressh Gormsny
however beat thay ocoull, the enomy units tried ovory conceiveble maneu-
ver, Marsano, whivh uns s poind of conflux of roads leading north was

_the logisal mpot whore the trap could be sprung. The enemy sontinued

eounter-attacicing a1l during tho 2hth and 25th, and Fighting raged

fieras and hoavy, CUnnouy shialling wae intonse and our positions were

under heavy fire, UGarly on the morning of August 26th, Li, Willism

C. Uhls, 0~1179650, wro noverely woundsd snd Pvt, lol Elmer E, Ingle,
5&‘; Pattery "0", wna killod when shells fell in the Battery po-

sitions, Bnemy motivity wan fovorish all that day with constant firing

coming from bhoth sidsn. Eoemy tanko and personnel in pgrest strength '

. wore noted on all siden, and late thet ovening 1% was nocessary to dis=—

plece "O" Battery to now posltions, Ohelling weas so heavy that infile

tration mothods woro uned,

Shelling gontinued henvy oll during the night, and oarly in the
morning of August 27th, "A" BPatbtery positions received seversl rounds,
Pet, Bdwrd O'Orady, 20591219, of thot battery was killed during this

" shelling, One dud fall dircotly botwoen the trails of one howitmer
. Without dolng any dammpge, lIetor thst morning, Thones G, Posey, Pvi.,
t - DB359382, dorvice Nattory wam 1ightly wounded in sation end immed Lately
- avaounted by Lhe m:dicom, The hottle incressed in feroo ity during the day

and smaunition suppliss hkept gotiing lover end lower, Firing was
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Oparations of the 171at Field Artillery Battalion in France, September, 1044

Changing position ten times in the first eight dsye of September,
the motors of the fattalion's vehicles throbbed almost constantly. Ever
northeastward, .the 131st Field Artillery Battalion moved nearer and near-
er to German territory. The terrific vpace which had begun with the
landings at Dremont on the Riviera hnd continued without abating, and nod
ms the month unfoldad, the chase continued,. past the famed vineyards of
Romans. vpast the great industrial center of Lvons, past the world famous
cheese factorles of Besancon, past the interrationally lmown spas of
Luxueil, Plambieres ond Remiremont, and then at a slackeninz pace to the
Mosslle River. But not even the river could prove too great an obatacle,
for as the month drew to a close, a crossing was made and expanded, And
as the enemy found himpelf with his back to German territory,. he fought
tenac iously: -Pought with a viciousnoss which almoat belied the pounding
and besting that hed been dealt to him for over 400 miles from the Ri-
viera to the HMoaselle River. The battle of France was drawing to a closs,
but it was like m dorment volcano slowly arousings warning with rumbles
ard thunders end smokse. 9o it was here, for the Germans in their firat
determined stand, Fought flercely snd methodically. and as September
pageed, 8 growing tenaensns could be felt; a tenseness abatted by the
fatigue of almost f1{ty continuous days of combat; e tensensss which
held a threat of audden eruption. September was thirty days of oombat,
thirty days which feund the 131st Field Artillery Battalion disregard-
ing its vwearinees to doal = conatent stream of blows 4o the enemy.

Leaving the positions nortivest of Romans on September 1, the
Battalion arrived at sn assembly arca near Oyter, only to find & new
march order awalting them, for the battered remnante of the Germen
10th Army was still in full retreat. late that day, the Battalion
reached its destination north of Oyter (041-650),.but remained loasded
ready to move. Alment in repetitlon of the 1st, the Battalion moved
again, early in the morning of September 2nd, reaching a position at
154-867. near Mayzieux, All during these moves, Infantry wes being
carried on our vehicles. There was little amction, for the enemy re-
fused to put up much more than e shallow defense,.and the Battalion
did practically no firing st all the first seven days of the month,
Occasionally the couvovy would run into enipers, but theae were immed-
1ately wiped out by reconnaissance and Infantry units. At 1845 that
afternoon, the Battallon moved again to positions at 087-B46. With the s
pituation so fluld, constant oontect between the l4lst Infantry which
We were supporting, was of absolute necessity.

On the third of September, 2nd Lt. Reymond A. Groseman, 0-1176647,
Ohicago, Illinoie, nasigned as Artillery Observer, was notified he had
been oromoted to First Lisutenant ranking from August 20th. At noon,,



the Corpe Commender ordered 5 2% ton trucke %o report to 36th Division
Artillery, which left tho Battalion extremely short of transportation.
And when a march order weo recelved early that afterncon, the transpor-
tation available was found to be barely ndequate., The Battalion arriv-
ed a4t 1ts new positions et 023~033, and puns were immediately laved,
ready to fire, HoMevnr there wan no call for artillery fire, for the
enemy continued to run. Just before midnisght, the Battalion was alerted
to move again, and tho Bettalion Commandsr, Lt. Col, James E. Taylor,
0-3767%1, Kerena, Texns. Jaft to contact the lilst Infantry for partic-
ulars of the move. At 0700 on the 4th of September, the Battalion moved
out reaching new positionn at 020-677 at 1700 that afternoon. The guns
were again layed, but ongs again,.there was no opportunity to do any
firing, for the Germans vere retrenting so rapidly, they were constant-
lv getting out of artillery ruonge. Ae the day drew to a close, the
Battalion was alarted for a new move the next morning.

Early in the morning of September 5th,.two enemy soldiers turned
themselves in to the Datinlion CP, 1t wee ovidence of the tremendous
pressure we were exerting on the Germans, and of the "unsuperman® ac-
tions they were resorting to, The prisoners were turned over to the
Divieion Prisoner of War onclosure, At 0850, the Battalion was on the
road, led by Captain Roms Aysras,.0-378526, Waxahachie, Texas, Battalion
8-~3, and at 1336, reached new positions st 235-G86. On the 6th of
Jeptember, Gen. Hess, Div, Arty. Commanding General, visited the CP to
discuss the sltuation with Col, Taylor, and advised him that the Batta=~
lion would probably move that morning. The mareh order came through,
and all that day the Battnlion was on the road, reaching new positions
at 575-613 at 1527 that afternoon, Conatant conferences were being
held between the Battmlion Commmnder, Col. Taylor, the Battalion 8~2,
Qaptain Raymond E. Kane, 0-1165519, Norrietown, Pa.,, and the Regimentw
al Staff of the l4lest Infantry, which we were supporting.

September 7th found snother march order awaiting the Battalion,,
and that afternoon new ponitlons were reached at 754-525., Captain Jack
Richards,P=40969M, Hoarnsn, Texas, Commanding Officer of *B" Battery,.
reported that a French womnn had notified him that a home in his
battery's area vas occupled by Italian-German sympathizera,.who were

- armed with small srms. This information was relayed to the l4let In-

fentry by the Battalion Ccmmander, Captain Kane, Battalion 3-2, report=
ed Besancon had been cleared of the enemy, and that enemy columns had
been observed at 68-45, moving in a north-easternly directiom..

In the afteérnoon of September Bth,.Gen. Hess, Major Giles, and

Major Orrick, .all of 36th Division Artillery Staff, visited the Batta~

lion OP, and discussed thz local situation, and firing poesibilities
vwith Oolonel Taylor and Cavtain Ayers, Reporis were being recelved
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from our Liamison and Forward Cheerver partiss that more contact was
being made with the enemy. Twa CGIO (countarnintalligence corpa) men
arrived at the CP to handle the sunpects who had been reported in "B
Battery's area. For the Tirst time since the month bsgan. the Batta~-
1lon oocupied a stable paaition for twenty-four hours. .

At noon of September Yib. the Battalion moved out again, and reach-
ed new positions at T11-561. Roprigtration vas done through our air oP
and by 1600, the guns were reglotored and ready to fire, Enemy resis=-
tance was inoreasing, and nlodly our guns bogan 4o bark thelr angry roar
from the positions nomr Gialey. Ensay peraonnzl, enemy guns, , tanke, ve-
hicles and self-propelled guns warse all talkan under fire with excellent
results., Targets were covared andbrackated. and several direct hite
wWere pcored on gell-propalled guns. Obsarvation was good , .and fire
migssions came in in a ataady stresm from our forward observere. Fire-
ing continued all that afternocon and night. with well over 600 rounds
expended on observed texrpets, Ouvr firea Weroe ro~inforced during +hs
night by the guns of tho 63rd T A.s and conntant flashes of lighten=-
ing distorted £lie darkness a9 round after round was sent at enemy posi~
tions, FEarly in the morning of ths 10th. th2 Battalion displaced %o
new positions in n Wwooded nrea, nenr a river running on the outakirts
of Oimley., All through the moyes made during September, one pattery
moved firat to ocover the pubnequent move of the remainder of the Bat=
talion, In this way, conntent Fire was brought to bear on the enemy,.
and artillery protaction wan agsured for our oWn unlt. At noon, Gen.
Heass notified Col. Taylor that the Battalion would re-infarce the
Pires of the 152nd F. A., and to order 2 reconnalssance made for new
poaitions near that unil. The Battallon ronched new positions ab
711-741 at 1545 that afternoon, and Within en hour had gune lsyed and
ready to fire, Over 400 rounds were expended on enemy targets;-enemy
personnel and armored equipment belng the principle targets. Chasr-
yetion remained good, and ths results of the firing ranged from sat-
\afactory tosxcellent. The enemv continued his withdrawal, but at
a diminished paocs.

September 11th found the Battalion on the move once again. Lesv—
ing the poeitlons south of (randville (748-843), the Battalion reached
their new positions et gol-9h6 in the vicinity of Andelarre.. The guns
ware immediately layed, ut ne firing was done at all that day, a8 the
French patriots were preparing to enter vesoul, and details had to be
checked., The attack on Vaaoul hegan early the next morning, and our
gunsfsupported the attacking Infantry and patriot groupd. Eneny ar-
41llery pleces, vehiclea, parsonnal and enemy mortars were t+aken under
Pirs, with direct hits being scorad. Three eneny guns were destroyed,
six vehicles set afiroe, while numerous other enemy guns wvere either de-
stroyed or neutralized. Observation remainsd good, and fire missions’
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Called in by our forwesd observeras called for ap expenditure of over
750 rounde, Early in tho morning, .Major Luther E. Orrick,.0~357391,
Waxabachie, Texas, now Bntlalion Executive, reported for duty and im=-
mediately took up his dutiea, 1st Lt, Marvin H. New, 0-1179553,
Philadelphis, Fa., in charge of e forward observer group, was light-
ly wounded in dction end evacunted by our medicos. Captain Kane,

Bn, 8-2, reportsd ensmy infaniry and vehicles moving out of Vesoul

to the east, and thone romds wore taken under Pire by our puns. Late
that af'ternoon,.a new march order was roceived, and the Battmlion dip=
placed to new positions ot B9(-070, south of Flagy.

Early in the morning of September 1%th,.ten rounde landed in the
Battalion area, approximstely %00 yards from "A" Battery, without
causing any cesualties or damege to inastallations. Much small arms
fire waas belng encountered by our forward observers, "B" Battery re-
ported two rounds of enemy shell fire felling in their area, without
causing anv casualtise or demeging equipment. Enemy targets were ta-
ken under fire all day., Direct bits silenced enemy mortars which were
holding up part of the sttack, ard brackoting hite dispersed enemy ve~
hicles and personnel. 1In the afternoon, horsedrawn artillery and troops
ware taken under fire wilth excollent rosults. Captain Sylvan A, Gar~
funkel, 0-1166993, Savaunah, Goorgis, who had been transferred 4o Div-
ision Artillery from this orgenization in June, reported for duty and
vwas asslgned as Lialson Officer on the Battalion staff, That night the
Battalion again re-inforced the fires of the 132nd F. A. Bn.

September 14th found the Battalion Piring conastantly as a profuse
stream of targets wno cmlled in by our olservers,. Enemy artillery,,
personnel, mortars and solf-propelled guns were taken under fire. Ob-
aervatlon remalned guod, and results from our firing were excellent.
Over 625 rounds were expended in silencing enemy artillery and mortars.
That afternoon the Battalion moved to an assembly area at 941-103 near
Mailleronoourt. The 14lst Infantry had heen pulled out of the lines for
e breathing spell and until they were recommitted to combat, we would
remain in this aseembly erea, Captain Richards,,"B" Battery Commander
was transferred to Z5th Division Artillery, and lat Lt, Stephen J,
O'Brien, 0~1170510, Roxbury, Maseachusotis was relieved as Lisison
Officer and assigned an Copmanding Officer of "B" Battery.

Pvt. Charles J. Simnmona, 32374034, Troy, New York was killed in ac~
tion, and Pvt. Joseph G. Gudas, 33588464, Philadelphia, Pa,., waa captured
when their jeev ran into an enemy road block in the vicinity of Villers-
Les~ Luxeuil, on September 15th, Littls of importance occcurred on the
next day, and the Battalion remained in the assembly area, Early on
the 17th of September, the Battalion moved o0 a new rendezvous area north
of luxeuil, only to find another march order awaiting them. The new po-




S8itions at 034-273, on the reoad teo Remiremont, were reached at 1930, and
the guns laved and held rendy to fire. &nd Li. John H. Henson, 0~1180032,
Bmmett, Idaho and 2nd Lt. Jemes R, Maclvor, 0-1167615, Hazel Park, Mich.,
roported for duty and were assigned to "¢" Battery, commanded by Cap-

tain Henry A. Rich, Jr., 0-41642hk, dalt lake City, Utah. The organiza-
tion was alerted that night and at 0345 on Septomber 18th, moved to new
positions near 3t. Valbert (039-250). 2nd Lt. Ralph B. Blonder, 0-1180123,
Kutztown, Pa. reported for dubty and was asaigned to BAM Battery, ©ommand-
od by lst Lt. Raymond E, §hen. 0-11567214, Worcester, Mass, 2nd Lt, Nich-
olas W. Moreth, 0~117675% who aloo reportnd was transferred the next day
to the 133rd F. A. Bn., along with lst Lt. Reymond A. Grossman,  O=-1176647,
Ohicago, Illinois, The Balislion was mgain alerted to move on September
19th, .and the transportation problem had hecoms so acute, that Col. Tey~-
lor reguested that the truske which had been reguisitioned by the Corps
Commander on Sepiamber 3rd, be returned, Hajor Orrick, Bn. Executlve,.
notified Division Artillery 39-4 that the Dettalion could only move with
50% efficiency as our enbtire ammuniftion trein was hauling ammunition for
the Seventh Army.

Early on Septaember 20th, thin Battalion moved to new poaitions near
Plombieres {073~323), boroly getting into vosition before thev were on
the move again, hoading for ponitions at Raon-sux-Boils (094-405), north
of Remiremont., All thet dny, firing continued, and just after midnight
heavy barrages were lald down all along the banks of the Moselle River,
for the orosaing had been net for 0045, September 2lst. Observatiom
was poor. for heavy fop shrouded the vallev, and countrv around the
river, As deylight ehowed, machine gun nests. strong pointe and enemy
personnel were tsken undor fire. !eavy opposition was belng met bv
the attacking Infantrv. and centinucus suoport was given them, The
. croseing was made, but due to the high river banks, temporarlly re-
atricted to a parrow bridgohead. Our guns thundered shell efter shell
at enemy gun concentrsblons and personnel assembled in reserve areas.
Excellent réasults were ohoerved. Air observation was belng used con-
atantly. ~ In the afterncen seven propaganda shells were fired into
enemy positions, Firing continusd all that dav and late into the
night, with machine gun nests and autonatic weapons being the princi-
nle targets., 2nd Lt. Jolmnv R. Hendley, 0-205628%, Liaison Pilot,
Palestine, Texams, was notified he had been oromoted to First Lieuten-
ant with date of renk from Heptember 18th.

Nothing of importence oceurred on September 22nd, but on the fol~
lowing day, the Battalion once ngain dellvered devastating blows to en~-
emy strongpoints and self-vrovelled guns. Late in the afternoon. the
Batislion moved to new positions mt 161-478 in the vicinity of Moulin.
Almost 500 rounds were oxpended on observed targets with excellent re-
sulte. The situation continued very fluid.
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Visibility was obocursd o She alih of Gevwbaabor, and Jiriag Was rse
atricted to some degres. Self-pronzllad gun3 and eneny personnel wero ta=
ken under fire,,and much harrasuing firs laid down. Mission after mission
was oallad in by our forward obsnrvera. and onemy tanks, personnel, anti«
tank guns, and eneav infantry ponitions were banbarded with shells, OQOver
1150 rounds were expended #ith rasulte reported an excellent. German per-=
gonnel hiding in a housé in the wleiniiy of £lovas wora blastad bv direct
hits., Numerous resports of enemny nobivity wore racelved. Re inforoemente
were reported in increasing nuwsbors. and an inoreiaa in enemy artillery wae
noted, Prisoners reported that the srbillory pareazo had killed and wound-
od almost a hundred troops, end that it had baen very effective around Eloyes,

On September 26th, a report was roceived froa the 141st Infantry 8-3
that our preparatory Fires on 3f. Aas had enookad out 14 trucks, and en-
ablsd the attacking Infantry to take the town and capture 184 Germans and
huge stoclcs of materiel withoub too much trouble., Heavy firing continued
all that day and night with alment 1500 rounds heing expended. Besauao of
the long supoly lines, emmunition could not be axpended racklesslyv. Enemy
putonatic weapona, perscnnel, moriars and artillery were firad on with good
results, Much harassing f£ire wan laid dam, but rosulis could not oe de-
tamaingl a3 obaarvatlon was limttad. Visibility was poor on September 27th
and firing was roatrictod te hsrnaning and preparation fires.

The Battalion was alertad %o move at 0100 on the morning of September
284h, and moved out at 0900, remachlns positlons north of Eloyame (185-457)
at 1342, Two German road bloclks wora Lacen undee Tiro gith axeellieat ra-
s:lta, and much harassing fire luld down. Due to the move, firing was
rostricted. Comparatively little firing ves done on September 29th also,
with only 4%9 rounda bainz exmpenaled. Iheh of s s a3 oreparatory fires,
in esupport of the assault on Houx and lavolins doux Houx by our Ianfantry.

The last day of the month found the Battalion contimiing ite harase-
ing of enemy strongpoints, gune and personnel. Over 400 rounds were esent
acreaming toward snsay bargzstn with axcollent results reported from our
ohaarvsra. The terrain was hoavily woodod, rolling country,.and as the
Vosgas Forests ocame within range, the enemy put up stiffer and stiffer re—
sigtance. Flerce battles woere bsing fought, all along the line, The thun-
dor of our guns echoed along the valley ss the hands of the clock ticked
of f the last minutes of ‘the month.

Almost 8,000 rounds had bewn serd dafiantly at the enamy. Not a
ige total in gomparison to othor montha in cosbat, but a symbol of our
destructive might and retribublva power, Japtomber saw the 15lst Field
Artiliery Battalion in full chnio of thmanemv., Septesber saw German
territory come within reach. doplembor brought the writing on the wall
{nto full view,.and brought vielory backoning to ua frouw just down the

road. All coordinates mentionmd in this narrstive can be found on the
attnched situctiormaps,,
- -




Frowm Sewtenber oL, 944 o Bantenbsr 30, W44, the Lilai
field Artillory Tell Liun wes. in virschd suemort of tne Lhist
Intentry =nd wes in vonerel supnort under Division Artillery
controls Qorps eriillery wie oltecueld to this pattelion

’ throughout the woenih and their fire wis used to gresct edvon~
teges.

Onsusities were in woat ceaees incvoideble. One forword
obeserver wos Liphtly wounded while pertorming his duties weth
the infantry. Cno wn from on obaerver marty wes killed and
another renorted missing in tcbion whan they drove into o
Germen rodd-block,

Under wcombet control censisbipng of one regiment of in-
Pantry ond one b i lion of light nrtillery, fast moving situ-
ations end onersiLione on o wide {ront con be overcome. Lieison
and Forwsrd Obssrver ~oriicg should Llive with the intantry,
both in the linz »nd ouk, in order 10 ccquaint themeelves with
gach other and craente v {irm understonding of one another.

Legeono lecrwed Juriuns this srverstion included:

le  Locztion, by tviring ~riilicry. Many times, through
the blackest wud woeh nerilous niphts our infaniry was
doubtinl se to faewr loertion. 3y firing WP on map co-
ordinates they warn orientod ord could nrogead on to
their objectiive.

2. Communicrtions betwsen the hsed and reer of the Bat-
talion, while on the morch. A redio vt the nend ond resr
of' the column with nresrrenged loecttions on & muw c&n de=-
toermine ths 4tlme lengths of ths unit as well es the time
of errival for ¢ cortsin element und mekes for better col-
umn control.

3. By deteching the Air O.p. from Division Artillery con-
trol end working on » sennrcte redio channel, more benetits
een be obtain:d #nd tirgete sre of ¢ nature to nrolit the
bottnlion oa well oo our own infentry. More nromnt air o
obgervef{ion is ~vailoble to the bettalion.

r Lt. Col, » s A
Comnanding -
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Hendley, J, Johnry  1a4 14,
Orrick, Inthey Ee Mejor
Sheidon, Ernest Le. 1p¢ Lt,
Hell, Jameg o, 8/8g4,
¥illiame, Robert B 145
Fenaler, Boyd 2. Frt,
Blackweli, Leglie Le 1ot Lt.
Oantrell, -Gaorge‘.?; lat Lt.
¥emary, Georga N, 1at Lg,
Uhls, ®illien g, lat Lt,
Cakss, Edgar A, - Opie

P!‘ilﬁlﬁ, C!mrlea‘ A Opld
I-ockhoart. Harold J, pvt,

81des, Raiph p, Pyie
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EOORATION Amp AWARDE

JULY, 194
ABN UNIT
(3“2(56285 Hq!n
AUGUST, 1944
0-7573%1 | Hges
C-LI77651 g gy
20013445  dgn g
24170640 wge gy

55212491

Med. Dot

SEPTEMIER, loh4

O-1175047  wgn Btry
O-Lli590h Ao pypy
O-1167096  wpAm gy
C-1479659  *gn pyy
B854 wpn gy,
3805041 npa Blry
20813464 "BY Btry
20814041 " gn Btry
~ 9 [

BECRE T

Oaiz Leaf Qluafy
Alr Medal

Comnendation
Marit. Conduot
Bronge Stap
Madal
Commendation
Merite Condust
Bronse Star
' Maday
Bronss Star
Madal

qunzo
Bronze
Bronze
Bronge
Bronze
Bronge
Bronge

Bronze

RES IIE NOE
mlla.l’ Tox.

It&ly. Tax,.
Johnstown, pa,
Grom. Tex,
Roanoks Rapidg,
Xs Qar,
Hﬂthi&l; He Voo

haffelo, My,
Oolumbug, Gg,.
Brookiyn, N.y,
Pueblo, Qol,
Hous ton, !‘éx-
Fte Worth, fmox.
Anariiio, Tex.
Momphis, Tenn.
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Gaboldon, L8wraznco
pPlecke, Vincent .

Mow, iHerion He

Barefoot, Kovie A

Smith, Audrey Ds

GudBEg JD&BT}}I 30

3immons, Churles J.

George, John

Sobozyk, MHebthews .
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TP 445 ID-CH

Ce rnes e e
Su Do hen Gatland

T/ Loyt 8415
PV 3790776 &/20

Galidir Malt

lat Iie O=LLT990595 9/12

evhe  HILTUTIC &/

VL. LU L9 8720
RN N elGE!

Fulbe S oA 9/'! L4

PV G PERNGIERC BT T

BEAVILD Za. B

Brh 1L ool 5050288 8725
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SF r% buti'ks

37 ri shoulder

5P rt elbow,
rt hond, ri

lejg, 1t celf
& lower Lip

3F Regicn of
44 vertebros
3F iinger of
1% hand

IIA
KIA

3F mild
contusion
5F Lt arm

Teres
Kentucly

rennsy bvenia

korth Qerolina

Alebums

rennay lvenia
Mew York

pennsy lvunis

rennsylvanis
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HEADQUARTERS 13107 FIERD ARTILIERY B' ATTALION
APQ #%p .Ut Sf ARMI

ROGITER OF QFFIOERS

AEETEMDTR
RAKE  Asm BANE  ASSIGNMENT RES IENOE
BATTALION Hgg, -
Teylor, James E. O=-376731  Lte Ocle o CuDe Ksrena, Texes
Orriesk, Inther E.. 035731  Mjor Bn. Ixs Os Italy,- Texae
Ayers, Rose 0-378526  (aptnin  Bne 83 Inbbock, Texas
HEADQUARTERS BTRY ’
Amteg, Frederick F.. O=11722% Captedn  (oQe Union Oity; Nud.
ﬂ‘.l mm
Shea, Raymond E. 0-1167214 lat L«  QuDo Worchester, Miss,
"B® BATIERY J
0'Brien, 3tephen Jo. 0=1170510 1Int Lte. Oole Roxbury, Maas.
"0" BATTERY |
ﬁi&h ~Honry Ae; Jrs. O-L175947 Oaptain.  0.0s 8al% lake Qity,
BERV ICE BTRY T
Snodgraes, :Norman Ke. O«<l405008 Gaptoln (Do : Iubbock, Texas
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HEADQUARTERD 13187 FIELD ART ILLERY BATTALION
AP0 #36, Ue Se Army :

+

10 November 1944

B PO ot 28 e, W e Ko o SRS
Eﬁfi'lﬁ S LA
SUBJEOTT Tranemittal or Hintoricol records end History of Organization with

- .. Conelusiona,
T0 !} Commending General, Thirty-Sixth Infentry Diviaion, ApO #36,
Us.8e Army. . S

S R ———

la Transmitted horewith is record of the ijlst Fisld Artillery pate
telion entitled "Operationn in France®, Octobsr 1944.. | '

2¢. Uonclusions drewn from f4ha operation of the 13lst Field Artillery
Battalion during the perled of October 1944, nre set forth below., fThie
operation consisted of the bnttlem lorth of the Mosslle River near Elcyes,
the pureuit through the Voegen Mountaina, the ovcupation of Belmont and the
Dominal Forests. Moot of theno comclusions are ones which experiences of pree
vious perieds of combat have alreedy indicated ae correctt

8e¢. One new iden wng developed during the periods It was the
. shooting or supplien, mecloal and food, to :lnolatad_troo;)s by
- ’ artillery shall.. Py means of n speclal wrench, the base plate
of an M34 amoke ehsll wan removed and the smoke cannisters were
taken oute. part of the shells were then reloaded with six De
o ration hore (in fheir cellophane wrapper) the cardboard box
heving been removed.. Somo wers londed with en apgortment of
madloiml supplien which included rolls of 3 inch gauze, rolls
of 5 inch adhesive finpe, iodine swabn,- wound tablots, mmall
Oerlyle bandages, morphing eyretts end halazons tablets. A
typleal medloinal prokage contains the followingt Ons 5 in.
oy | Bdhssive roll (5 ydels 2 pmall Carlyle dressinge; 4 boxes of
Q\; wound tablete; 1 box morphine syrotts and 2 packets of lodine
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CLASSIFICATION CHANGED TO:

g

M3y

Swsbas. The chocelato ard médicimel supplies were firmly wrape
ped in ebout 1 mge foot or burlep, necurely tied on: the snds

Ly Py
- et

] end taped up-all mround,. Tho proimge was then plasced in the
7| shell, the washorn replaced and then the base plate was: €irml
O
&)

'] sorewed in by moana of the bess plate wrenche. In: firing the
.- shells time fire wee upede.. They wore fired to burst 200 feet
-4n the 8ir at a rengs of about 8,000 yards.. A lwsquaré smoks
> { . 8hell weipha %2,4 poundms. The supply shells weighed four
E.BE pounde less than pmokme. One squere oquals Cuf poundse. The
v | varietion in renge fur eagh squere at 8,000 yards waes 4 yards -

a E}; - Or 6467 yards per pounde, Singe the differance in:wéight of

e

CANCELLED
THE

projectile was 4 pounde, the rangs variation wae approximately
- 27 yards, or om» probable error. Smolke was uasd in ad Justing

the fil"eo- .

be An attempt was rede to determine the most eftective use of
artillery in dennd woode.. The use ot delay fuze has boen: cone
eldered most effootive.. No detinite conclueion can be drawn
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2 (b) contldt

from the 'ipreaen(:, limited expsrimentntionss A combination of
quick and delany fumn on onch concentratiom is now being used..

. Adjustment hes provon extremely difficulte Ground Observere®
- visdbility is 1imited, Air obmervers roquired Wp Smoke Shell,

which has besn a critical item.. Hound adjustment wes tried
with questiomnble accurscys. The baat proceedurs seems to he
to mals precimion ohack p2int adjunimonts out of the woodse,

transfer fire to torpget eren using this datae
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HEAD QUALTISIES 1)2]_D FIEID .LLTILL.'RY BATTALION
rP D. ﬂ" ,6 Ua r AMNIY )

.'7 Octo'bef 194)4.

BUBJECT: .His't'or ioal Recordan ".e',ﬁ.d ﬂ.ist ery of Qr'ganiz,é.fidﬁ

. . i

. TO s Comanding General, 36th In,i‘en’cry Divieiou,
L AWRO, 36, Us 8. Army

: R Bubmii.ted herew1th l-he rapor{, oi‘ 152nd Field Artillery Ba’ctalien
 Higtorioal Records and Histaries of organimtion covering action of this
", Battalion during the pericd 1-30 Soplember 19, - This report is submitted
. in oompliance with letter debed 20 April 193, Allied Force Headquarterd,
PO # 512, Bubject; Historicsl Records and Histories of organization, .

: wWrapper . indorsement deatod 21 ueptember 19’4;:, Hemdquarters, 3éth Infantry
"' Division deted 28 Novembor 1943 and lebter dated 20 May 194, Heedquerters,
" 0. 36th Infantry Division, Subjects Historiocal Records and Histories of
 organizations end letter datied ) September 19, Headquarters 3&th In-
~ fantry Division, Subject: Historical Records and Histories of (rganigations
" and letter dated 28 September 19k, }fondquar’fere, 36th Ini‘antry Divieion,
'Su‘bject; Hietoriual Records.

Y .2; The I‘iret part of the month further subﬂtantte’c_:d the Experience
of". August in France and Junse in Italy in that the combat team of an Infantry Lo
T regimeul: and supporting artillery reinforced with m campany of tanks and
< .2 oneof Tank Destroyers with e Reconnaissance Platoon; works well in pwrsuit e
“.i . ‘snd can opérate over great distances and wide frombs without much attention :
: "'_-'l:o flanlcs obhér than roed blocl'e at 1eaet ns long as the;;,r be in a :['r:.endly
nt:ry. :

3. The labber part of the month emphaslzed the fact that an organtized
poeition ahould be attacked with ooordinatmn and in sui‘fioient foroe.

L he Our Iniantry eoldiere wore tlred by the twenmtieth of September
.and ‘well they might be. Upon running into arganized positions, suppearted

: \adaqua.tely by artillery, ceeua"'tiea were: hecwy due to wide frmﬂ:e, diffioult
‘cerrain e.nd weery soldiers. .
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5+ e were able to take some of ths heat off the Infantry-when
the weather pearmitted the use ol the Air 0.P., but unf ertunately many days
of rain end fog prevented us from deing all we were capable of in the
i way of ocounter-battery. )

,? 6« On many occasions our Forward (hservers ad justed fire by sound in the
o Torest with satisfactory results,

Te Our ofiicer stroength is getting low due to oasualties.and transfers
to other Battalions of the Division., Bach direct suppart Battalion should

have a T/0 strength of 38 officers and should have at least 10% over strength
attached,to have experienced replacements immediately available. Two For=

vard Observers are at all Limes with each Infantry Battalion and we have

two cbservers at the Aiv 0.P. The Forward Cbservers and Laision officers

must be relieved from tire to time and they should be seat to the rear far rest.
This operating on a ghoe string may be fine from the big picture but it

is hard on the shos string.
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A thougand boots 8 laughad through mud, advaneing yard by yard

in congtant attaock, as the 131pt Fiald Artillery Battalion drew near-
er and nearer to German Territory, October marked a month of ocombaty
& month that brought to seventy-seven, the number of conseoutive days
owr guns had thundered definog nl the enomy. Fierosly sontesting
gvery inch or territory, the Gormans fought fanatioally; mking each
villaga, etich town and eify & baktloground. With the false courage
of trapped rats, thay trieq every triok of warfare, and though momen-
tarily they succeaded 2% scms isolaled spot, the advance continued;
8lbeit at a gnail'y Poce.  Over heavily mined fields, through day after
day of rain,‘working in positiong churned to knse deep mud, we sHill
advanced, Not in milen, bug in kilomotsrs and finally in yards,ﬁyhe

" advance wag measured; buk the Bdvance continued ag relentlegsly a8
time., Ootober eaw a weary hattalion doggedly fight onwardﬁggﬁﬁhe long
and torturous rodd o victory, : T

Located two miles nerlth of Floyes in bhe foothills of the Vosges
Forests, with thickly woedsd nille rising on all sides, the first day
of the month foung the boGlnlion blagting avay at enemy instellations,
Lavaline—Houx, in the pngh e the 141gt Infentry, which we supported

211 during the month, wng relentlessly poundsd by our guns, The month
© - did not start auspiciously though, for that very firgt day thers wWere
two oasualties reported. lst Lt, Ernest L, She ldon, 0-1177631, Johng-
. town, Penneylvania, while leading a rorward observer party with the
-~ Anfantry agsault wag lightly wounded ang relleved, 1st Lt, Bugene .
A. Bohlke; 0-516555, Fi, Viayne, Indiana, while on liaigon duty with
., the "181a4; Infantry was woundod and immediately evacuated. During the

'%{ﬂ U time the battallon ovoupied she position at Eloyes, slements of the

166th Field A tillery Battalion and 23rd Armored Field Artillery re~ -

. 8nd more .German aotivity wag baing noted, and groater concentrations of 4
| - enemy Euns werse reported, A momentary resplis wng taken in the midegt .
; Jof %hq battle as the men wore paid, and the weual remarks about franea

" and dollarg filled the eir. '
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n'b&ttalion was beginning +to £25 out of range, a displacement was necessary

s " "on October 2nd. Battery Commtnnders ang Survey section went forward to

~New pogitiong in the vielnlty of Le Pange, and started laying down in- -
. 8tdllationg in preparation for the batbtalion which Was moving in that ‘
. nlght, The rear olemonts of the Infantry ware sti11 olearing the area
a8 the survey was being oondunted, ang positions selected, . Briving

inforeed our fires, for the 141gt Infantry was 4n gsonstant attaglk, Morélak' T

-
'




i W A -

over muddy roado, i ch Lighod Lurtinonsly, under complete blackout
conditions, with occosiosnel shells Felling on ¢11 sides, the move was
completed. The lded hagerd of pdn-om, the pitch~blackness, and the
constant danger firow unseen siellholes ond battle vreckage had everyone
on edge. It was cne of Lhe mogh perileus moves the battalion had ever
made. The ecsnnon company, Lhlst Iniantry, which had previously moved
into position in this vieinity, were sbtbached to fire with the battalion,

October 3rd found the altack shill going on, with Prey and Herple-
mont ag the objechives. Mime-ous sell-propelled guns, and scores of en-
emey pevsomnel were token under fire with excellent results reported.
Qur forward observe: porties, advancing with the most forwsrd elements of
the infantry, soupht only the most promising targets, for the battalion
was limited on ammunition. The batile raged through the night, and as
the morning of the libh broke dark and tlreatening, the enemy hurled a.
-strong counter-atincl o 4he infantry positions. Pog and mist swirled

. Bhroughout the arca, and rain began to fall cutting observation to a

mindmum.  Still cur forvard observers » with grim deterniination, sought

+ targets, bringing round after round upon the enemy. Slowly but stead-

ily the counter-asttack was Lhromn bick, and as the day waned to a close,
both Prey and Herplemont £nll to our lorces. :

Fighting ficvcely on Lhe outskirvits of the two villages on October

.. 5thy the eneny rosic od vilh Lenaciousness, contesting eve ard. Count—
2 2

less fire fights, shuwp and inbtensive, occurred as each hill was alowly
dragged from the enely's clubches, Ag the battle savagely progressed,
four of our forward obgeivers were reported wounded. 2nd Lt. John H.

~ Hanson, 0-1180932, hmett, Idao, Cpl. James M, Lindemuth, 16108912,

Jackson, Michigan, Pvt. W. L. Jacobs Jr. » 3L637008, Hazlehurst,
Mississipai, all of Bobtery u0n gopae immediately evacuated, while Pvt. .

... Lavwrence E. Hawkins, 38036279, Veornon, Texas'was ireated and remained

son duty, ALl day firhting continued with no perceptible deftine. Our .

' - gung shelleti constantly, sending each shell at & spécific target.

.. October 6th found the battle still contimiing., An enemy heavy wea-.
_pons company was taken under fire with excellent results. Tank de—

. stroyers and tanks vere relessed to the Division Artillery to be uged
.. for ‘harassing missions during the night. Due to their unlimlted amount
Lo of ammnition and the rapidity with which they fired, these attached

‘elements proved their worth, and no doubt gave the "boghe! many sleep~
. lesds moments. Wightfall saw all objectives completely taken. -~

Daspite the cons bant heavy fighting, whieh reached itg Peaks in

. the attacks and counter-atbacks fop definite objectives, just a'few ,
“rmiles behind the frent lines at Dolcelles, movies and showers were avgile
" able for our men, and transportation was provided to allow a few moments
. of relaxation, from tie strain of battle. The infaniry continued its _
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its slow progress during She nosb Shree drys, and routine support was
given them. On October Pthy Coybain Kilis-n H. Mauy, , 0-413791, Denver,
Colorado, reported ban L. ity afbor a long siege in the hospital, and
vas assigned as Liaism U071 ear. constnnt ghelling disrupted commurica—
tions, and our vire socliong varo on bhe go econtinvougly malcing revairs.
Gun crews worked ceaselosnly 1o worfecl lie concealment of their guns,
Each man handled his Job viih o pdroitnens thab spoke of their many
months in combat.  The anpamrition train m-de long hauls to keep a con-
stant sup-ly of ammunition svaileble, and a svstem was worked out zo
that constant relief vonds be available, for the forward observers. No
man could stand tie consbont stirnin and Lension under vhich these
groups worked.

The situetion was Paesressing more ra.oidly and on Cctober 10th,
the cannon corpany, which hod 2 limitod renge, moved ahead, s9 ag to
agsure all-around sup orl of tue infantry. 1t Lb. Stephen J. 0!'Brien,
0-1170510, Battery s tomending OlTicer, vas notified he had been
promoted to Captain, rankiig Crom Ogbober 7th.  Routine activities took
Place during the neel two days vith oan ocensional enemy shell landing
within the Battalion aren. I tamaie was done to ingtallations, and
no casualties were causcd.  Libn Ehe small mmount of ammunition .at gur
dispogsal only Limited bueo . ba cenld be fired on, and little harassing
fire was done by our botbnlion. leports wore being received 6f in-
tense enaemy activily, +i%h e munbers of reinfercements and artill-~
ery being brought wp. e obvilons indorence was that a counter-attack
would be thrown al our [oprag. iheie vies no evidence of any inglina-

tion on the part of the ooy Lo voalinguish any territory, no matter
how small or unimgortant, «ibhont sorious opnosition.

. Rain fell sbeadily on Getoboe DL ang 15th, ancd observetion wasg
‘Teduced to a minimm.  mouline combed activitles ocenpied the brtto-

"lion for these two Gaygy with 11 tle out, of tha ordinary oceurring.

The ground was sopgy end wridy, ond e we-dher was growing colder.

- An ominons undertone vumbiled all clone B frent. This month had

seen the war change Tfrom n "pnt roce” 1o a sieady series. of gruel-

ing contests of attrition.

During one of the infrewent shellings of our area, Corporagl

:fCharIES Daish, 37371093, Sdabda, low Yook, Iy Biry., was liphtly

wounded in action by shell Pragmetbs, end afbor tresbnomt by our mud~
icos returned to duty. aleo on 4 e 16th, Raymond Correa, 3802750,
Austin, Texasy; was seriously voundsd in ection while on duty as a for-

.- Ward observer with 2 groun frem Lobbory wge.  qhough immediately evac—
uated; Pvt. Corresy diod while enrotiie to Lt hospital.  Because of the
' great number of easvalbiog thich 1ind beset Lhe batbtalion, and the con-~

seqilent shortage of officari, Serpernt daldeier J. Rohn, 36126498, De- -

troit Michigan, a My. Divv. liai:son sevgeent, wos pub in charge of a
t > 14 | ?
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Torvard ebsarva- BECILy i 50y oiieedl et verk, that he Vigs eoninendad
hi hly by o121 2he eeme in aoltteeh vith L, Thourh 4he frontline sltua-
tion remaineq fluid, it .o g, 0 b0 moeh an extent that it wag now
pussible, fop B8 gt 45 e Sihien Lha 1v: sion had been made on August

“15th, for vehicles to 1in PV el mointenanee. Although there viag
still 4 shortoge of frenge diation, schediles wope S0 planned ag to Lare.
it sach vehicle o ba ool La el yopled uvar,

B

. Targats remuined Plentifvl, ang reporte coming in on October 17th
I told of the comnlete doaly oiion of Swo lajpen onery amminition dumps
o #nd one gmgll “he.  Thig dov g musucl dn that 5 %as one of the really
¢ Bood days, and our air observetion woepled congtantly, selecting targats.
i Correetiong vere checked - gy PRTEY renT s retion, Visibility wag excell-~
% . ent, and g1 targets tajen under Pire wore hit with good resultg reported.
- . The advantage yng evenly (divided thourh, ror the enemy had even batier

o Observation of oup actions, sng doylisht 2ebivity had to be limited. ALl
o . Vehleular movement was rogtiinted withih the battalion area, and even
1 .+ +  routine activity had to be 5o gchedylad that hersonnel were'not out in
VL . »OPen territory,
t o .

P © Om 'Octcber 16th, Briyores » Whicl had boop battered by our fung, fell
vi - to the infantry, Bruyeraes w13 be Loy remenbered, for 1% was the mogt
b Viciougly fouvght for towm s her had

house by house, giving up 5 yard, Sonly

o .avhen it beeame 50 untengly] o they could ne limger hope to hold it. Rolling

-, barrages of artillery proedng

. ehemty held positions, Our guns blotted
- cioug strongpoint apte strengy

sitlons ana tanks.

N lat 1t, Raymond g, Jiea, 0-11.67214;, Worcester, Magg, s Batbery nyn
0 -Commander, wag notified hg hag been promoteqd to Captain op Octobar 19th,
i & ranking from’ the 15th pr October. 1st 1, William g, Uhls, 0-1179650,
' Denver, Colo., in charge of a npn Pattery foryunpd observer party, ‘wag
2t wounded for “the Second time, ang immediately evrcuated.  Anothar trick
.+ "wdch the Germans slyly thougt, Dy anc sliich weg immediately diagnoged
Fé th t of dropping artillery rounds short in oyp direction at the same
e our. gung fired, so that it

ENLXY.  For pure innovation ity a touch
£ the diabolicall, the enciny coplg not

PO a00. ( be matched, . His innavations;rarely
o cauged more then g nofenter- g ceonfert, o EEPIN T

~ On the. poth el Cetober, a 1'eport was receiveq that pvt, Henry g, .
h Tokarczyk, 31332676, Tust, Heven, tonn. s g Ptaw., hag been vounded on t
- the night before, ang had been eveeunted by oy medicog, Sensing the
POssibility of move, the Falidnd don Lorm: nder 'ecormedtered fop posi-

7ot encowmtered in our long march dagainst '
“;.+ .  the Germang, " The enemy defendad 14

' the assoult s *1d even as the battle raged, ,"“'i-i,
_“artillm?f still tundeyen into :

mednt, Mereilessly seeldng and destroying ma~. .
- chine Eun nests, entiencheg Lo :
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tions in the vicini{x op Herrlemont, with unsatisfactory results, oy
the first tipe eneny ol celivity veore “etlty vhen two plines strzfed the
avea neer owr yositiors;, e cemrre 1ur Cene, end no casualties were
cauged. One plane we tevorted shot down by anti-aireraft. emy air-
craft had been const ievous by their absence all during the fighting in
TFrance. threugh a procesg of triangulation, from reports received by
our forwsrd obgervers, many run positions were located and turned over
to counter—lettery L iisliens, - ho inlhdic*uly'brhvght Dire upon them.
his systen hus niev ¢ v e el e,

s sk £fell on Cet oo “ind, “he Batbaiion moved out to positiong
abt Champ-le-fue, i witbant shelline added hazard to the move, and the
area vivich vwag Lliiclly sovn b minae s heavily bottered, was remin.
iscent of touns we e Laken in 4o Ttaldan campeign., g1 installations
were loyed during 1w nohi, Dor thn rositions were barely 600 yards be-
hind the ini:ntay, the @ms worg well dispersed snd dug in, and 211 units
well scavborad, Lor willy, Wi onewy se meei, 2 with observation 4in their
favor, Ay Movomond soni Lring dnmedio e i e from theip guns. During
the stay in ohis FOEELIon, voliienl gy mevznent was very limited during
daylight hours, Covenmier Licng —orve o swvious wroblem, for the tovin was
contimiously sliel e by he Livmts, gl onp wire crews viere kept on the-
Jump repaiving vires ;iu oo ing Iines intach, (n the 23rd, registration
took place, Sbragelig Prisonois yepre i icked up in the battalion area,
Ine to the rapidiby it 10den v front lineg vere advanecing, Plans
for another move weite ncde,

- Barly on the morning of Cobobep 2hih, the battalion started another
mve to the vieinity of Helimont,  Botboiies yare moved individually go
as to insurc ii:c Fowe ot all b aes, Freetieally the entire battalion
was housed in Lhis foea, which helr ed mrorgle tremendously,’for there had
been so many days,of rrin, e ground yag g morass of mud, and there had
been 1little Op orbun’ty o keno worm and dry.  As secure as Lhe, new po-
sitiong looked, heavy‘shnlling covsed Botbery non go move. - The cannon
Company which was shilg thhiehed o WSs well proved theip worbh, and
fived unlimited amOnLs of gt L3 en rhiich was Ereatly ap.reciated by
the infantry, Armmunition oy onp battalion was so limited that if e
had been permitbed, ve coalg hive tred the entire dayvs ration in ten
. minubes. snch low shoobing wasg annoying to our cannonneers whao remel-
. bered the days at Cassine when in ‘he day over 6,000 rounds had been
' Compared to Lhot amoeunt, onr ratien was burely.enough,to keep
the tubes of the. guns warm, ’ o .

O Gobober U5Eh, st Lt ui114am L. Bright, 0-1175953, West pox-
b, Mass,, Asst, Bn. G-y Toe )y, linreld A, Pilgrim, 38035986, Brecken-
ridge, Texas, Pvb. Raxmond 1, Do, 30:ehz0, Crossett, ark., and Pvi,
lonald E, Irglan, 37330, strabton, Nebr,, all of Hy. Bbry. were

- 5 o )
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— : wounded by shell frapmenls.  dth the o.ece bion of Lb. Bripht, who re-
! mained on duty, 211 men o Dpsadislely evacucted by our medicos.

; Heavy shelling contimec hiow b the dazy, and the town of Belmont |
i took a terrific benbing. F-2: 1n e morning a report was received

1 that tne lst Bobtelion ol the 1hlst Infenbry had been cut off and vas

i isolated. The only comenications betueen the isolated bzbtalion and
& any friendly troops wag il redio uhich our forward observer section,
?H ' headed by 2nd Lt. Brvin 1L iLondsw, 0-42109), University Heights, Ohio,
o had with them. A sirong cpomr roadblock had been set up and reinforce~
. ments poured into the vellew lLebiind thn losh batbalion. Assault after
S assault was made to conts © the hathalion, bnt so much cnemy strength

had been poured into the Lroach, rach nssarlt was hurled back time and
A again., Tor the next three Jd:3, under a tipghtening cloud oftension,
v all our strengbh -was concenirobad on gebbing relief to the battalion.
MYesgage after message wos excranpged over that one slender line of com~
. ~ minication, with Lt. Blonder puarding and coddling the radio, knovdng
e only too well its importuance, As thoir sup lies and food ran out, and
R amnunition-was almost fully epended, des-erate calls vere received for
' medical sup, lies, water yueifying teblets, food and ammnition. On
Qotober 27th, lst Lt. Ernest L. Sueldon, 0-1177631, Johnstown, Penna.,
&8 - was wounded for the secund btime rnd evacuated., Pvb., lc¢l Francis J.

previously and also evacra.-d.

i o st e o e e

AT Instead.of destruction cwr pns Llasbted out a volley of shells of
PR mercy on October 28th. lLonding chemical shells viith medical supplies
o and chocolate bars, after vemoving tie cannister, round after round was
fired to the men in the lsclated batialion. It was the first time that
105 mm Howitzers hed evor been nged Por sveh a mission, yet despite the
. newness of the plan, it wns s ccessful. Tha zirforce dropped supplies
.+ that day alsoy mnd the condition of lhe battalion wss immeasurably im-
i proved. The agsaults continuved all that day, and slowly a path was be-

i ing opened to the isclated broops. 2nd It. James R. Mac Ivor, 0-1176713,
Hazel Parlc, Mich., on forward obsorver duty was wounded and evacuated.

cviearly September. e was z2ssiymed as g forward observer.

.. . For, the next two dpya tho bottalion fired volley after volley into

.. ‘enemy pesitions, vicilously atlompting to clar a path for the attacking

' troopgs " On October 30th, 1lst ILt. Thomas §. Drowm, 0-1180130, Kemmore,

o N Yu5 a forward observer, was lirhtly wounded and after treatment re-

~tarned to duty. Cmptain noss pvyirs, 0-378526, Waxahachie, Texas, Bn.

“an 81l out effort was baing plannad 4o be laounched on the evening of

~ Qctober 30th. Allotments [or amounilion wrre incressed and much prepara—
. tion was put into this cnalaopht, ith hojes of relieving the pressure

- that the isolated battszlion won undor.

McKenna, 32333465, New York, Hew York, Battery YBY, was wounded the might,

V- lst L. Richard 8. Fleming, 0-1173%)\0, Fhiladelphia, Pa., returned to \,
. duty afteér a long stay ot the hos ital resulting from wounds received in':

!

'8-3, was notified he had been pronoted to Major, ranking from October 2?;'ﬂ> o
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DTCORAT TVl AID AMAKDS

CCTOEER 1944

MME RANK ASH UNIT AVARD

htp————_

Armitage, Samuel Pe 1at‘th O-1175924 Service BLry Commendation Merite Conduct

QITATION OF UNIT

The 131lst Field Artitlory Pattelion for exceptional performance from 26
May to 26 Juns 1944 in the mommental 29-dey push from the Anzio beachhead area
through Roms to the hillp ovorleoking pisa.. The 15lat Field Artillery Bt
talion greatly expedited the doynfll of Velletrl, lest major enemy stronghold
blocking the approaches to Rome, by pourding bhe town end the surrounding moun=
tains with eccurate shellfira, thoreby softoning enely defensas before the
attack. When the essenlt cn the town wes launched, the battalion, subjected to
hoatile counterbattery fire, contimed blasting ensmy iroops and was successful
in breaking up mmerous counker-attackse. After Yelletri fell, the infantrymen
swept resistance belore them na thoy advenced on Rome, ard the speed of move=
ment imposed numerous difticultiss on the artlilery battalione During the
drive through Rome to the wor th, porsonnel of the 151a% Flald Artilrery Battale-
ton breved many dangers and worked comselasely to render effective support to
the infantry regiments, utilizing every opper tunity to smash hoatile troops in
their spasmodic attempis to yepist the relentless advances. The determinsdion
and accomplishments of the 13let Field Artillery Battglion were & vital fagtor
in delivering the most crushing blow sufferod by the ensmy forcee in Itelye




BATTALIGN HEADQUARTERS
Téyler, Jume E, .
Orrlok,, luther E.
Ayers, Resas

Remey, Robert M.
Kane, Raymond .
Bright, Willlam H.
Garfunksl, Sylvan A.
Maus, Kilian H.
Sanple, Frnest L.
HRADQUARTERS BATTERY

Amvog; Predariok F.
Beslm, Murrel D.
Hendlay, .Jolmny R.
Higgins, Yallace T,
BATTERY "A®

Shea, Raymond B,
Mamary, George N.
Gambino, Bonjmmin J.
Lieb, Bernard
BATTERY *B"

O'aArien,.Jtephen J.

Gire, Kenneth P.
0911101'.' Je B
Barmann, Paul A,
Fleming, Richard 8.
BATTERY #o®
Blaolkwell, leslls L.
Qantrall, George J.
Brovm, Thamas 3.
Mohr, Norman F.
fleat, Erneat H.
SERVIUE BATTERY
Bnodgrass, Norman K,
Armitage, Samuel P.
Larsen, Kenlith Q.
Halm, Hovard W.

MED DAL DETAQHMENT
(ussom, Oharles J.
JARRANT CFFIOERS3
Nolms, Lowie J.
Watson, Billy

o

RCSTER OF OFFICERS

SECREL

0~37675)
0357351
O-3TH526
0--36 5097
0-1165519
D=11T5055
N-1166993
0-415791
0=-3B0565

03170925
0~1179786
0~ 205620%
0-1173284

0-11671214
0-114 7096
0-1178904
(1184254

D-117u510
0-117665T
Q-1175195
01102802
0-1175945

O-117%947
01179964
0-1180130
0-1184415
01179619
0405088

0~1175924
0-1166557
0~-11766%0
0~1696811

H-2104554
W~2151523

(_)

Lt Oela
Hajor
Majer
Japtain
(Japtain
lat 14,
Qaptain
Quptein
Captain

Oaptaln
1ot Lt.
st 1t
lat Lt.

Oaptaln
lat Lt.
m -'Jto
2nd Lt.

Umptain
Int Lt.
lot It.
2nd L.
Ist Lt.

ist Lt.
1.t Lt.
lot Lt,
lat It.
2nd Lt.

Japtaln
lat Lt.
1nt Lb.
1st Lt.

Captain

O. W O
4.0.(3g)

Cotober, 1954

Bn. 0. C.

Bn. Bxoo. Qe
Bn. B-j
Aast, Bn,. 3""5
Bn. 8-2

Asst, Bn, B+2
Bn. L. G,

Bn. L. O,
Bne. Ls 0o

J. O,

Biry. Oea. G,
Lizisen Pilot
Liaison Pilet

U Qo
Bxac, Q.
Roni. Do
Arty. Chs.

G, C.
Exes. O.
Ron. O.
Motor Q.
Arty. (by,

0. O
Bxoc. D,
Arty, Chs,
Arty. Chs,
Arty. Chs,

Bng. 5"'& & 0. 0»
Munitions O,
Hotor Q.

Bn., Motar O,

Bn. Surgeon

Perscansl O.
Asat. Ba, -4
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Daigh, Charles (IYI)
Tokarozyk, Henry J.

Coar ter, H&ymnnd T.
Irelaml, Roneld Fe.
pilgrim, Haroid A.

Tranadel, Alexendsr

Sheldon, Ernest L.
Shaldun, Brnost Lie

Correa, Raymond (I}MI)

HoLton, Edwin Re-

Kerme, Frantis J»
Maa Ivor, Jemes R

Oantreli, George J.
Bohlke, Eugens A.
Strosnider, Glonn U.
fiawkina, Lawrence E.
Lindemuth, Jamsa M. Jr
Jacoba, We. Le, Jre

Hanson, John He
De Ambrose, Joseph

Uhis, William Q.
Notamore, Carl D.
Porter, Wairter T.
Brown, Thomes S.

UNIT BATTLE CASUALTY LIST

i
=
fes
H

RANK

[epHasR.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY

ASN

BE

}p].
ryl

Pyl
pvi
/b

1§34
PR

1Y%
lat

pvt

PFC

lfif'c
2nd

lot
lnt
PV
et
opl
pv i

214
Pyt

Lat
vl
T/
lat

32574893
31352676

26506291
STAMT
2035986

0-1175953
52037421

Lt

BATTERY "A"

Lt 0-1177631
Lt O=1177631

BATIERY "B

35027504

3665138

32355465
Lt 0-1176713

,

BATTERY "g"

Lt O-l175964

Lt 0516555
37207654
=B3036279
16108012
34657008

Lt 0-118032

32987795

O~1179659
35315115
51160575
0-1 180430

Lt

10716
10/19

1025
10/25
10725

10/25
10731

1071
10727

lu/16

10/25
10/27

10728

9/13
1071
vy 5
10/5
10/5
10/5

10/5
10/8

10/19
10/351
10/51
lu/3l

T PE

gr, Rt Arm
8F, Lt Thigh,
Rt Hip
SF, Lt Temple
Rt Thigh
8F, Bk of head

RES IDENGE:
New Yorlk
Mogaachuse tts

Arkanaes

Nebreska

Lt side of back

SF, Back and
Lt Hend

gr, Rt Side

3F, Rt Wrist
Rt Thigh

9F, Lt Eyelid
GSW, Rt Hand

pov, 8F, Lt
glde ot head
Rt Knse
8F, Rt Leg
1.t Ohesk
Rt Chest
Bt Butt-
ocks

8F,
gF,

Rt Arm

Lt leg
Scﬁ.}.p

Lt 8ide
Lt Arm
Lt Knee
L% Thigh
Bagk
Rt Hand
& Hose

Rt Shouilr
Lt Butlks

ar,
Sr,
ar,
8F,
8rF,
ar,

¥,
8r,

8F,
8F,
KIA

SPF, Rt Thigh

Texas

Masgachuse tts
New York

pennsy lvenia
Permsylvenia

Texas

North Carolina

New York
Michipgan

Georgla
Indiana
Kensap
Taxes
Michigen
Missisalppl

galifornia
New York

Colorado

Weat Virginia’
Alsbema

New York




REPLAQUNELTY FEGRIVED K CCTCBER

Lieb, Bernard 2d Lil O-11802050 Hewsrl, New Jerscy
ebr, Naren T, lwt 14, ¢-118h4 00 Huekegon, Michigan
8leat, Ernest H. and L, 0-11706)9 Caribou, Maine
Reifschneider, Elmer L.Tec 4 1607heo Bellevil.ie, Illinoie
Secla, Ncleart g, ivi, DESI6ECL Cleveland, Chio
Precht, Hareld J. Fvt, 3TI01045 Boulder, Colorado
Detamore, Oarl p. v, LT Weslun, Yest Virginia
Rendol}l, Zelnl D0, I, AR I Veslaco, Texas
Haegele, Trend i, il Jel FFR1287% Hague, Korth Dakota
Batinglini, Michael Ivti, 32501926 Irvinglon, MNew Jersey
Ewker, el Ivt. 2Tl Alexandris, South Dekols
Crevfurd, Chay €, Tud, LElnetle Creb (rohard, Kentuoky
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i
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. CONSOLIDATED BATTLE CASUALTY LIST

TYPE OF CASUALTY

OFFICERS

KIA
DOW
LIA
8IA
DIA
LWA
SYA
MIA
PUY

U
0
U
o
o
i
4
0
0

ENLISTED MEN TOTAL
1 1
) 1
0 0
0 o
0 0
6 10
9 15
0 0
0 0
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HirinU 0w 13157 113D A TTLLWRY BATTALION
}i\,i;‘O “',2_36, U. So A".}‘IY

X November 194l

SUBJECT: fTrassmittal of :lMistorieal Pecords and History of Organization
with conclusions.

TO ¢ Commanding General, * hirty-sgixth Infantry Division, AP0 #36,
U. 5« Army.

1. Transmitted heveith is the record of the 13ist pield prtil-
lery Battalion entitled "Uperations in france, November 194k,

2. Qonclusions drawn from the operation of the 13ist Fleld aArtil-
ley Battalion during the period or Hovember, 194l; are set fo:rth below.
‘ils operation consisted or the contesting battles at Tendon, Rehaupel,
Granges, Popet, Gerbepal, and Mandray. Mongz hagardoug roads, over heavily
mined fields, throw, h diyr a1 ter day of rain and snow, working in positiong
deep with mud, the advance contlnued as relentlessly as time. November
was thirty days of combr b, Lhirty days which found the 13lst rield artil-
lery Battalion disregarding its ‘eariness to deal a congtant stream of
blows to the enemy .

a. The Cannon Company which had been attzched to this Batbtalion
hag proven vell iheir wo th. They are moved with the Battalion
and act as a {ourth battery, 3 compute:’, located in the Battalion
F+D. 0. controls the iring wwler the direction of the Battalion
5-3. The Cannon fompary's allotment of ammunition ig congiderably
large than that of Vurs, con:equently this additional fire power
can give more strenzth Lo missiong obgerved and unobserved. Thig
pagt month the Batltalion had been in tirect support of a large
front, with each batte:y1s field of fire covering, generally,
2400 mils. fThis added fourth battery makes it possible to cover
such & gector and Five pll the support Necesgsary.

b, Bver solicitoug of putting out accurate fires and insuring
the most e feetive supvort for the infantry, a system was devised
whereby differences in elevatiohs and the aspacing of the indivdig-
tal guns in esch battery can be conpensated for regardless of
shifts ripht or left of base de:lection. 7o determine the neceg~
Sary data, survey procedure has been expanded. ATter locating
the base piece and leying out a line of direction for each of

the batteidies vhich will pgive the battery executive the data to
lay the bastery at tha ripe direction center the data to shoot
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tite bactalion, each indivicual gun is surveyed in, Using the
mmber 2 pun as lhe Lase piece, the other guns are located in
relation to it. At tile same time the elevation of each piece
is determined. A chart is then prepared which graphically pre-
sents whe infoiwngtion attained in the field. The base plece

is placed in the cen.er of tlie lower section of the sheet.

A lne is drawn represeniing the base line together with an
arc through the center line with graduations of fifty mils
agg-egating shivts ri it or left o the GT line of 1600 mils

in each directlon. 7he othe pieces are then plotted and the
differences in elevalicons tabulated. With this plot, the bat~-
tery executive can determine at all times his battery front

and thus is able to converge hig gung on any particular target
with pogitive acevracy. By using a ¢ obtained through Firs
Direction genter, the exccutive is able to apply it to his
difference in site. Regardless of any shi-t left or right the
executive is able to converge hig sheaf and make corrections
for difference in elevation of individual pleces. This method
although new, hos proven :ell ibs worth and will be adopted in
this battalion hnevor time is available to complete this ex—

tra v ork.
JAMES E. TAE%OR

(-~ Lt. Gol., Fleld Artillery
Commanding

b o
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The buttered forests of the Vosgus Mountains 1lined the wind-

ing, twisting roads. Hach villups, each town that receded in the dis-
tanca as our battalion rolled east, showad the marks of the bitter
fighting that had occurred, Onow covered the peaxs and trees, soften-
ing the shattered logs, and hiding the destruction which war brings.
Slowly withdrawing, the enomy con tinued his flerce resistance; but de-
spite desperate counter-atlac«s, despite the winter weatner, despite
the rain and snow and sleet and mud, despite the mines which were en~
countered in groater and greater quantities, our drive to the Fhine
econtinued. It was as though some involuntary compulsion hung over us,
which demanded that the pressure be maintained. November saw our bate
talion set another record. 'Thankagiving eve marked the second time we
had spent a hundred conpecubive days in combat. In many of the towna
we stopped at, Geman, rather than French, was the language spoken.
We were [ighting over tervitory that had been a batileground from the
time of tne Homans. We wmere battering, and breaking through, lines of
defense that the Uermans had thought impregnable. We werxe liberating
cities and towns, whose people had been told constantly by the Germans
that the #mericans would never come. We were a fighting symbolic an-
tithesis of six years of Mazi propuganda. _

November 1st found the battalion occupying positions at Bel-
mont. It was & "hot' seclor, and for the first time since we had land-
ed in France, the mourmnful sound of ngereaming meemies! echoed through
the area, 'he fields were heavily mined, and everyone assiduously fol-
lowed only those paths which had been declared safe. 4 move was in the
air, and early in the moining, & raconnalssance party left for Tendon
to select new positions. 7The lilst Infantyy, which we supported all
during November, wag in altuck, and the plans to move were temporarily
held in abeyance. During the ¢nd, our guns supported local actions of
the infantry.

T additdon to our nomal liaison, additional parties were
gent to the French forces on our extrome right flank and also, along
with a forward observer group to a company of infantry which was on
the right flank of the Regimental boundary. Jate in the afternocon
of thé 3rd, the battalion displaced by battery, to the positions at
Tendon. By moving in this mamner, constant fire was available at all
times. Complete advantzge was taken of terrain features, for at Ten-
don, the hills were terraced, providing good defilads, cover and con-
cealment for the guns. Noit babteiy was layed on the same azimuth of
fire dué to the large front to be covered. Each battery had its omn
garkey to covers In this manner the entire front could be covered
thoroughly. Shortly after Battery "G" wes in position, Tec L Arthur
K. Hancock, 20813598, lorenzo, Texas, of that unit, was slightly '
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wounded in the shoulder by fragaents from an exploded S-mine,
and after first aid by our medicos, returned to duty.

During the period of our stay at Tendon, until November
9th, we operated as part of Tagk Foree Shack. Avmunition was still
strictly rationed, and comparatively little shelling was done. Rou-~
tine activities occupied the batbalion during these five days, with
winter equipment being distributed and much necessary maintenance of
vehiclea being taken care of. 7he first snow of the winter fell on
November 6th, adding one more hagard for it made roads slippery and
dangerous, and hid trip wires and mines. .

On November 9th, the Stack Task Force was disbanded, and the
various units regrouped ss combat teams under regimental control. am~
munition was restricted to five rounds per gun. In spite of the lim-
ited number of rounds at our disposal, many tergets of opportunmity, -

- including enemy pergonnel, vehlcles and strong points were taken under L

. fire. ' Excéellent results viere reported by our forward observers. Un~- el
der the clrcumstances, where there could be no wagtage of ammunition, -
exceedingly little haraseing fire was done. For the four days up to
“ths 13th of November, every round jired by our guns was sent at a
definite target. ' The Cannon Comparty, lhlst Infantry, which had been

- attached to the battalion in Cctober, still acted as a fourth battery
of artillery. Their ellotment of amminition was much greater, and
consequently. gave incrensed ire pover to all misglons, observed and
unobserved. , : :

“

o g RN

' ~ On November 1lith, Dattery man ang Cannon Company displaced
. to Rehaupel, while the rest o/ the battalion remained at Tendon, un--
RN - i registration had been comploted. A skeleton CP and fire direction
- erew moved to the mew positions. The remainder of the battalion moved
- .- to Rehaupel on the 15th, arriving late that afternoon. . There was a
S, oo hervousness in the gir, for though we kept moving ever shead,. the Qor—
i< mans weve “withdrawing with their usual craftiness. - Rehaupel was one of
~wtythe few towns we wers in whers we could obgerve the effects of our firaes.
.. The town was batteéred, for the Germana had defended it fanatically, and
‘barrage after barrage had been layed directly on the buildings. Although S
the pomitions were not of the beat, the firing batteries were vell dig- .. "]
. persad, with each gun in its own culvert. Much digging in was necessary = E
"for there was Iittle dofilnde. Sacw and mud proved troublesome as trucks '

i 4 . -
b VL e

" were' con ﬁant]y bogeging down,

- e = e e o
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“" ' The retreat of the enemy continued, but 1% was. Drderlyand : i
[y without confupion. Unlike the times above Rome and in the areas north RN
ef Morsane, when the roads had been clogged with abandoned eneny equip= e

-




. ‘trapped and the flplds and sreas Juat off the roads heavily strewn with

S November' 21gt, ‘and plans were made for the battalion.'to_‘x’ﬁo;e‘";thé‘ff.bl-_?si g
©. %, lowing' day. Early on the morning of the 22nd, the batterles moved to R
;. new pogitiéns in the vicinity of Gerbepal. Plans were made’to gupport .. Voo

SECRET

ment, here tihere was Little bping left behind. QOccasional convoys would ¢

be pounded by our srtillery, but. they were tha only.signs that the enemy

was running from us. On MNovembar 16th, enemy positions wers not complete-

ly Jmown, and as combat palrols were sent out by the infantry to attempt

contget, forward observer perties were instructed to aceompany them.

This wag a direct variation Irom usual pbrocedure, for it could not be

readily ascertained how much could be accomplisghed. ILiailaon was still

being maintained with the Frénch forces on our right flank, and re~

ports were being recoived constantly of their disposition. 3 recon~

naissance was made on November 17th. Positiong were selected at

Aumontzev, but on the retum of the reconnaissance party, the move was .

cancelled by higher headyuarters. That night, reports were received

from our obaervers of huge fires from the direction of Gerardmara,

lighting wp the eky and adding & lurid touch to the dark, threatening
clouds which seeted part of the mountain scenexry. The complete cooper—
ation between the air corps and ground forces was further evidenced by -
thelr supplying ue with alr strips. 'Theme photog made terrain features , .
stand out, enabling cur fornard observers and lisigon parties to nmore . g
easily recognize points. . o S .

Due to the fenning out of the intfantry, it was necessary for .
us to occupy positions further north, in the vicinity of Granges. S§till, o
in order to have gli-around security, two batteries remained in poaition .
where they were. By lste nfterncon on Cctober 18th, Cannon Company and
Battery wAn, which had digplaced to the positions at Granges, reported
layed and ready to fire. liarly the next morning, the remalnder of the .
battalion algo moved to Granged, completing the move from Rehaupel. - Not. -
too mich firing could be done, for the infentry was moving sheéad go ra~ _
pidiy, and meeting go few blocks, that little artillery fire was neces~ - .
sary. 'The entire vicinity around Granges had been burnt and destroyed ’
by the retreating krauts. They had followed a #georched earth® - poliey: * .~ 1
all through this area, and it was only because of the quickness of the' ' e
advance of our troopg that they were unable to complete destruction of - o
all the towns and villages. : T S

" - Early on the merning of November 20th, Battery nan displaced ' - R
to new positions in the vicindlty of Fopet, near Arrentes. " Late that - '~ .
atternoon the remainder of the battalion algo moved 10, the pogitions cr
at Popet. A1l during these moves, the shortage of transportation gon=’ i L
. timed to be troublasome. Houses in these areas were thickly booby— ' 1'; -

e
LY

mines. ™ As the Oermans’ fell back before our assaults,’ they: depénded ‘!
more and iore on mines +to delay us. A new reconnaljsdnce was’ made’ on

" the attack of the infantry on Fraize the following morming, -and ‘an’al- ;"
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lotment of 350 rounds of aimunition was made to the battalion, with
700 rounds for the Cannon Company. Several stray Gemans who had

been by-passed by the infantry

g2ve themselves up in thig position,

This had happened many times, for we were moving very closely behind
“the infantry, and eneny stivgglers would hide in the woods untdl the
cold and lack of food drove them to surrender. Ilate in the afteimoon

& report was received that ¢nd

Lt. Bernard lLieb, 0-118425l;, Newarl, T

New Jersey, had heén veveraly wounded while on duty as a forward ob-

server, and had been jmnediate

LY

November 23pd. It was our sec

1y evacuated.

A hundred consecntive days of combat weye marked up on

ond entry into the Century Club", for

in Italy we had spent over a hundred consecutive days fighting the

enemys Our thoughts were not
second overseas, It was a fia
the slurs which had been cagt
the cooks spent a full day 1moa
ished, the menu read Ilke some

on & record but on Thanksgiving Day, our
sta of turkey and good food. Forgetiing,
upon their abllity to twm out the food,
sting and baking, and when they had fip.
thing presentad at. the Waldorf Astoria,

The succulent turkey capped a meal which mede all memordes of stews and

-~ 0 rations and span disappear,
--ona of ‘those paradoxes thet no

" November, there wore vaxy lew
. 80ggy and weg. Athough tha o

. far amay,. for Thanksgiving is
games and intimate family gath

All that marred the day wag rain, " It is
matter how often it rains, and during .
clear daya, you never got used to being
annoneers still fired, their hearts were
4 eentimental holiday; a day of football
erings. T S

" (n the 21;&1, 2 recomnaissance party left to select pos:!ltions

2t Mandrey and plans wepe nade

for the battalion to move. " Captain Henry

A.Rich Jrey 0-416L2), Salt Iake City, Utsh, retumed from thé hospital =
and waa ageighied &g comnanding officer of Babtery ngn,- -The move wag tege.

rarily dslayed sincs the ros

ds were congeated, Early the!next mom-

gy Battery "AU movad to Mandray, and aftep being-layejd&xfgorwdlma@-
d; to "the:

to fi':a.rz:m; temadnder of the
- Hons, % Tha defenses which the
‘reminisoernt of the 1ast war.

- deep "bmnt_ihé_ss ren domn the aides of the mountaing; eio

batitalion then displaced to
Germans had been forcsd “to:abandon were ..
Deep tank traps studded the area, apng -

+

‘héW posie .

; | ssing under roads .,
- and sig-sapging on to the next hill masa, Farbed wire was strung in
oxderly xows 0YBr 'an ares a hundred yards in depth, ") Thé" narrow, Jtop-
JEL tumua,,mdun'_cain‘,’mgci_ighich lod to Mandray was dotted with piles of’: oo
#-abripped Jumbay, Mleli bad been placed ap road-blocks’ and.for: tank traps,
Lok i"-hAd;bébn'i"endErEad usaleass by encircling tactios:.and by 1thé “ra.”
pldity of our advance,’ Tha entire area was heavily mined by ;
mines, ' firom' the heavy ramp minea to the deli.:atéj‘.Sehu—giix;eb' -+ Thisjday,’
S o0y conmemorated ap amniversary, It was exictly four years ago 'that
. the Division was Foderalized at, Comp Bowie, Texas. . Those  four years had
S peen the Divigion fight through the dark daya, ﬂ}rough’,’i_;haf-invjaaion‘ at::
. Salemno, up the Ttalian meiniand to the hillsa overloolding ;Piéiia.[f‘_ﬁ.n@ .-




| 'j-‘_-;; forvard observer group with the infantry, was slightly wounded by 2 frag-
“ment from &n enemy bagookn, After first aid by our medicos, he returned

| fmmdm “y.  Battery "B" slso moved to the positions at Le Chipal
i wnich'aiways hakes morule o 1itile higher, Dut mordle mes sarectessy?

7 "Ihe ‘men 'ware taking each day in stride, knowing it was one day nearer

SECRET
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then to another invasion at Dramontl and across France to our present po-:
sition just a few miles west of the Ihine. The 131st Field Artillery Bate
talion has a record the men are Justly proud of. Pvt. Roy J. Joffords,
20812853, San intonic, Texas, Headquarters Battery, was slightly wounded
. by shell fragments, but remained on duty after receiving medical treat-
ment, Casualties had been very light all during the month, though the
battalion had been in constant attack, The enemy was showing oocasional
bursts of his old resistince, Tighting fiercely to hold some relatively
unimportant road, and then withdrawing along a complete sector. On Nov-
embsr 26th, strong support waa given the assaulting infantry, and the road
between Ia Bon Homme and Gerardmere wag cut. late in the aftemmoon, a new
reconnaissance was made in the viclnity of Bains de laveline, but plans
to move were deferred for an indeterminate period. Our guns still fired
a limited amount of ammunition, shelling selected targets and doing very
1ittle harassing fire.

~ Once again on November 27th, a reconnaissance was made in the

vieinlty of Ie Chipal, and once again, the move was held in abeyance.
Obgervation was excellent on the town of Fon Homme, and much enemy ap-
tivity was noted during the day. oOur guns knocked out a self-propellsd
gun and dispersed encmy persormsl. S tronger opposition was being met
by the infantry and harsssing fire was requested from the battalion,

Our allotment of ammunition had been increased and this mission was con-
sequently possible. MNovember 28th found the same ‘plan of operation in
affect. - The snows which had been falling throughout the past week, and .
. the donstant rein and mud hed not hampered our operations, though they

had made maintenénce of vehiclas more difficulb. The bad weather made
- &lr obseérvatlon difficult, but with a disregard for personal comfort,
Tec 4 Monte R. lee, 20813571, Iubbock, Texas, Headquarters Battery, air
observer, made constant flights, reporting numerous targets.

o .+ November 29th saw a new yeconnaissance made. The sweep of the ST

" French forces on our right had caught the Jermans jin a huge pockat which o
was continually being narrowed. Ae the "boche! were pressed back, we - - .
‘were thanging position to keep them in range, . It wag a battle of a.m?_* R
hilationi  Lt. Ralph B. Bordner, 0-1180123, Kutztown, Pa., heading a o

’:'-‘,.'boéc]hki,w;lylate that afteimcon, Battery npv displaced to new poaitions. at

e

s

'a’;.‘;‘.Ihe_-‘lés{; day of the month found tha‘baf.taliioh"' still i‘-ixdng

' mo that fire could ba brought to bear on two sactora. " It was pay day,
i 1y good, considering the long consecutive period we had put’in the lines.
to. the, tdme when the Germsns would bow before the might of America. -

i ni.
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November had been a mild month. We hagd been in attack,
moving closer and closer to the Rhine River, and as the month endsed,
the hills of Gemany wers visible in the distance. It had taken
fourteen monthss fourteen menthg of fierce and steady combat; foun-
teen months of drlvs from the beaches of Salemo, ‘through the Ital-
lan campaign and thén from the Riviera to the dlsatian plains, Nov-
ember was a month that brought the last stretch of road before Gorw
mEny within our grasp, = :
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BATTALION HEADQUARTEWS

Taylor, James E,
Orrick, Iuther E,
fyers, Rossg

Ramey, Robert M.
Kane, Raymond E.
Bright, William H,
Garfunkel, Sylvan 4.
Msuz, Kilian H.
Sample, Emmest L.

HEADQUARTERS BATTEY

. hmweg, Frederick F.

.&)e}m’ Marrel D.

Hendlsy, Johnmny R.
Higgins, Wallace T.

BATTERY "A"
Mamary, George N.
Liﬁb, .Bemard ‘
Bordner, Rglph B.

BATTEHY "
O'Brien, Stephen dJ.
(ire, Eenneth P.
Colller, J. B,
Barmamnn, Paul A.
F."l.aming, Richard S.

BATIERY "W -

Rich, | Henry A. Jr.
Hlackwell, leslle L.
Cantrell, Gsorge J.
Brown, Thomas 3,
Gambino, Benjamin J.
Mohr, Norman F.
Sloat, Emest H.

SERVICE BATTERY
Sncdgraess; Norman K.
Ammitaga, Samuel'P,
larﬂen’ Kenith (Y
Hahn, Howard W

. MEDIGAL DETACHMENT .

‘Cussony Uharlea Ja -

WARRANT QFFICERS =~
Nelms, Temis J.
Watson, Billy

0-376731
0-357371.
0-378526
0- 364093
0-1165519
0-1175953
0-1166%93
0-h13791.
0--380569

0-11759¢3
0-1177786
0-2056285
0-11T7328L

0-1167214
0-1167096
0-118L25)
0--11801¢3

0~-1170510
01176637
0-1173193
01189802
0-1173946

0-116h#h

0-1175947
0-1175900
0-11801.30
0--1178001
0-1185l15
0-1179617%

0-L05088

0-117592)
0-1166537
0-1176650

0-1696811.
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ROSTER OF OFFLCERS

I . [-;D 1.
Major
Hajor
Gaptain
CGaptain
lat Lt.
Caplain
Captain
Captain

Captain
lat L&,
lst Li.
lst L.

Captain
last Lt.
2nd Lt.
15t L"i:-a

Gaptain

“lat Lt.

ist Lt.
2nd It4.
lat Lk,

Captain
Iat Lt.
lat Lt.
lst L.
end L.
ist Lt.
2“(}. {:':r-

Captaln
lst L’t-.
1st Lt.
lst Lt.

Captain

G Wa O
W.0u(Jg)

&
-
-

Bn. Cs O

Bn. Ex. O,
Bo. S-3
Asste Hns S-3
Bia 3-2
Asst., Bn. S-2
M. L. Q.

Hﬂ.. Lu 00

. L. Qs

C‘ 00

Btry. Coma Q.
Iiaison Pilot
Iiaison Pllot

Co Da
Erec. 0.
Arty. Obs.
Arty. Obs.

C L] O.
Bxnc. Go
Hena Qo
.A:{f"ty ° Gbs E
A]"‘W « Obs »

Gﬂ OU
fxmec. Q.
Hcne Qo
Arly. Obse.
Arty. Obs.
ﬁ.-[‘iw- Oban
Arty. Obs,

. S"h & GgO-
fimmo. Q. .
E;t.lyg Ml 0#
. M. 0.

In. Surgeon

fergonmel O.

Asst. Bn. Se)

SHORET

—wrw A

’,;-’.Iwndqnvill,. e Vt.

" Lockney, Texas
; 5131’011’ 'T_ex.

Kerens, Tex.
'Ibmplﬂ, Tex,
Waxshachie, Tex.
Penfield, Pa.
Norristom, Pa.
West Roxbury, Mass,
Savannah, Ga,
Arvada, Colo.

Bryan, Tex. '

West New York, N.J.
chicagcg Ol.
Palesgtine, Tex..
Houstonis, Y.

}%meéter’ Rﬂss.

Brooklyn, N. ¥,

Newark, N. dJ.
Iﬁltztcmn, Pa,

Hoxbury, Mass,
Pittsburg, HKans.
lakeland, Fla.
Indianapolis, Ind.
Fhiladelphia, Pa,

Salt lake City, Utah
Buffalo, N. Y.
Columbus, Ga.
Kenmore, N, Y.

" Fast Bosion, Mass.

Mugskegon, Mich, .
c&ﬂbou, Maine

Iubbock, Texas

Iynn; Mass,

St James,llinn
Di}(nn, mo
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UNIT BATTLY GuULLTY LIST

NAME : RENE gy DTE ks RES IDENOE
BATTERY a0
Bordner, Ralph . lat Lt 0-1180123 11/28 SF, Chin Pennsylvanie
(Slight)
Lieb, Barnard (1) 2ud Lt 0-1184254 11722 G3W, Neck New Jersey
(8evere)

At Bl
BATTEZRY "o"

Hancock, Arthur K, T/4 20813598 1173 8F, Lt Shoul~ Texug
‘ der (Light)

HEADQUARTERS PATTIRY

Jefterds, Roy dJ. Fyg 20812853 13 /25 LW, 8F, R% Texas
forehead &

Rt Cheek

‘.
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CONSCOLIDATED BATTLE C.SUALTY LIST

TYpE OF CASUALTY QFFIQERS ENLISTED MEN TOTAL
KIA 0 0 )
DOW 0 0 0
LIA 0 0 0
SIA 0 0 0
DIA 0 0 0
1A 1 2 3
SvA 1 0 1
MIA 0 0 0
POy 0 0 0

SECREZT
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For 110 days e 1818t Field Artillery hed Plunged acrogs
France, Slowly the fight heg changed from a raos acgrogs the rolling
Plaing and sveeping hills to g teries of battleg op attrition. Deg-
ember s&w us break through the St. Narie pass, enabling French forces

- on our right flank tg SWecp throvgh and open the gateway to the en-

tire Algatian plain, Ttk startling suddenness, the battalion switche
ed from positiong high in the Vosges to smnll towns in Alsace that
Were battered by the eneny. From cities and villeges whet were predom~
inantly French, we moved |- 2ilies ang villages, where Spesch, dregs
and customs were Predeminanily Gorman. Thare were villages where the
constant blasting of shelln kept a roaring echo booming through the
hills., There were villages where only an occesional shell from our
OWn guns broke the silonce, And ag December drew tp a clogse, oup
record kept mounting, wntil we hed 8_ent 136 Conseoutive days in gom-
bat, It wog s record which had npvepr been approached; g record that
o Were proud ofy but ¥hich had been peid for in strain and wearingss
end fatigue. Over a third of the year had been spent ip France and

enemy. The village of Bunawihr v 1) long be remsmbered, It wag there
that the enemy infilérstad through, unti] thoy were but yardg from our
Pogitions, It wag theres thot they met a stonewall of resistance., It
¥wes there that our Euns viore almoct uselesg beonuse of the shortened
range, and where every man heonne n rifleman, 1% weg at Hunawihr, too,
where four months of hard fighting weye forgotten for the moment ang
Where every man roso to mwat the origim,

Le Chipal, and op Deoembar 2nd, a reconnaissance party left fropm
there to seelk neW positions in the Vieinity of Echery. At noon, the
battalion wag alerted, ang late in the afternoon moved to positions
in Echery, Just south or gp, ¥arie. Surroundeg by high mountaing,
St. ¥arie nestled in g narrov valley, the western anchor to the last
mountain barrier +o the Alsatianp plain, Hugs tank trapsg, numberless
road blocks and deep trenches ruming from one mountain across %o an-
other, covering SVery road, worse part of the defenses which hag been
broken. It wag a line whioh the Germang haed depended upon, and which
had been made untenable by tha very ferooiousnags of our constant mt-
tecks, Now ag We mattled iuto pur Positions at Echery, we knew a ngw
move was inevitabls, Little firing was dona, though ope innovation
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wes pubting an outpogt hiph on the mounteins which towered over the
valley. Reports were being received constantly from our Limison
and Forward Observer parties of the disposition of the enemy, and
as the infantry crossod the last peak of the Vosges, the battalion
weg alerted to move,

The &rd snd 4th of December found the battalion support-
ing the infantry attecks, using M54 fuze ammunition, and firing
only on melected targata. Early on the morning of December 5th, a
reconnaissance party left to seek new positions in Aubure. Moving
by echelon, the talteriss meved out, Battery "C" reporting in po=-
sition and ready Lo fire by late afternoon. That day saw an exhi~
bition of courege and shesr bravery which has rarely been surpass-
ed in the amals of our Army, As installations wers being laid down,
Pfo, David J, Davies, 33071022, Battery "B", Penngylvenia, inadver-
tently atepped off the rond while laying wire and was injured by &
mine. All during the drive through France, we had been in areas
thiokly sown with mlnes, bub in the fields around Aubure, they were
s0 thick, 1t appearsd as Lhongh thoy hed just been soatbered pro-
miscuously. Regsponding to a enll for help from Pfo. Davies, S/Egt,»
August P, Younger, 3R00D241, Colorsdo and Tec Grade 4 Alfred V,
Windham, 20813497, Texns, both of Battery "B", dashed to his aid.
Although warned by I'"'e, Dnvies that the aree weg saturated with
mines, neither man Liesibnted. As they entered the field %o aid
the wounded man, bolh sebt off mines which gave them severe wounds.
S/Sgt. Younger hed Lis left foot blowm off, and Tec Grade 4 Wind-
ham had both feet blown off, Dezed by their injuries, the men
lay helpless where lhey hnd fallen. Rushing to their aid, Pfc,
John Es Fimnerty, 35060970, Pattery "B", Chio, in one of the most
out standing eahibiftions of courage of the war, and with ocomplete
disregard for his own safety, showed no hesitation,. Knowing the
great danger which existed, and fully eware of the hazard, he walke

“eod fearlessly to the fallon men and applied tourniquets. His ot
unxioubtedly was n tremendous factor in saving the lives of his
oomrades, for they were losing great quantities of blood. Real-
izing he could not move them himgelf, he sent for medioel personw-
nel, and then made the wounded men ns comfortable as possible.

Teo 4 Jock E. DBaker, 20813093, Texas . and Tea 5 Archie
Dennis, 32335520, Maw York, both of ths Medical Detachment walked
into the mine fierld %o atlempt to move the wounded men. As they
reached the group, Tec 4 Baker stepped on & mine, fragments of
which wounded Ffe, Finnerty, Despite his wounds, Pfec. Finnerty
helped Tec 4 Baker hto the road and comparative safety. And then,
in an exhibition of megnificent courage, he returned 4o the wounded

- -
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ELaPaldTIEG 13157 P1 01D ARTILIEAY BATTALIGHN
A.I:'C' ,;55, U- s. Arm:{

A

10 January 1945

SUBJECTt Tranemittal o) ilistorical Racords and History of Crganization
with conelusions.

70 ! Commanding Generad, Tiirby-Sixth Infantry Division, APO ;36,
Ue S (\I'HW.

e Transmitioed harewith is a record of the Ioslet Field drtillery
Battalion sntitlagd "Operations in Frence, Decembor 1944hg

2¢. Conclusions drawn from the operation of the lylgt Field Artillery
Battalion during the poriod o Decembsr 1944 gre get forth below. This
operation consisted ¢f iha tonteating battles at Handray, Le Chipal, Ste.
Marie, dubure, Hunswihr, S tresbourg and Keseeldorf. Along hazardous roads,
working in positions churned to knes deep mud, over Tields of mines, covored
wlth snow; the advancs contimnd ag relentlegaly ap time.. December was prag~
tically thirty daye or combat, days which found the 151t Field artillery
Battalion disregardin- itg easinesa to deal o constant gtream of defiance
in the direction or e onemy.

8 During fthe monih of Ducembur this Battalion supported the -
h1ak Infanbry, S2nd $iold toziment (French), znd Battailion, and
were vart of n task force "Herrison! which consisted of olementg
rom fhe G2y Infantry Divigion. Amunition wes expended with
the utwost care angd targe ts were caretully considered before any
rounds weres Pired, 4 large scale counter-mttaclk, launched by the
=hemy around “unawihr and Riguewihr, found the Babttalion Piring
the maximun amount op ammunition and holped tremendoualy in bring-
ing to a ntop this thrent, During this period, battery positions.

o were constantly alertsd for sugll erme and mortar fire.,. The men
in tho positions had bhair side arms et sll times, with them.

bs  Thare wera two dePinite types of combat vuserved during the
month of Decomboar, Positions in Hunawihr and around Riquewihr,

the enemy o doubt, had W1is rirst team in the line. Ficreo
Pighting, conselegg hours ef girain am contimial todious counter-
attacke cauacd Svery mon to exert all his power to beat back the
boches. On the other hand, the battles at Strasbourg and Keasele
dorf, whern the Jerry showed up with his poorer troops, fighting
wes of an inatruction type where the men learned of his faults and
hed no trouble bolding azolnet the futile counter-attacks: launched.

Ce  The Batialion airter tighting continuously for 156 days finally
received reat on tho 26th of Decembere . Betore this time, much

b
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Catijue, 2opocially in uhs Coruard observer and lisison scctions,
was nojiceds Strain ol battls, continually being sholled and
endlogs hours at fagh vazan Lo ghow its effects Thens ren and
others, did not 1ok doun, biey held their heads high and the
honors and record achicvoments still rolled forward, Combai
efficiency was not docreased.

LUTIER E. ORRICK
tajor, I'leld Artillery
Comnand ing
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men, though he wng fully awar
1sted. As he attempted to en
with Teo 5 Dennig, Tec 5 Demn

e of the tremendous danger which ex-
rry out one of the wounded men, along
is stepped on another mine, blowing

off 8 foot, and fragrents of which further wounded Pfg. Finnerty,

Agaln disregarding his own wo
Then with the help of 8/5gh J
Pri, Jack T, Fox, 14082612, b
carried a8ll the wounded to wa
arete trips into the minefisl
oomplete disregard for their

highest traditions of the Uni

Rocomneissonce poart
ing new poeitionp cm Decembor
celled, and our battalion wag
in our area. Early on the mo
aration fires for the French
with the sharp thunder of our
ceived on December OLh, and o
to posltions in Hunawihr. Hu
Alsatian plain and the snow o
weather of the Rhine plain,
of Germany oould bo scen. Th
bulge around Colmar ond the e

unds, Pfc, Finnerty gave first aid,
oserh Hoffman, 32244966, New York and
oth of the Medieal Detachment, they
iting ambulances, making three gsep=
d to accomplish this, and showing
own s&feby. Thelir action was in the
ted States Army.

ies made trips to 5%, Hypolyte sesk-
6th, but plans for a move were can-
ordered to support the French forces
roing of the 7th, our guns fired prep=
attacking foroe, and the hills echoed
horitzers, Orders to move were rew-
s dusk foll, the battalion displaced
nawihr wes the first villege on the
f Avbure was replaced by the milder
Far off in the distance, the hills
8 enemy had been compressed into a
ntire arca was £illed with Gormans

and enemy equipment, e eighteon miles of territory to the

Rhine River beocamn & "no mang
uously all through Decembor ©
Bob E. Blair, 20813543, Batte
forward observer rarty, This
an officer. Too Grede 5 Ralp
Texas, was reported seriously
positions were undergolng int
Our medicos quickly evaouatsd

: The next {wo doys w
activities. Hundreds of roun
Infantry which we were reinio

land". Our guns thundered contin-
th, lateo that ovening, Sergeant
ry "A", Texas, left to take over a
¥is & pesition usually occoupied by
h D. sidos, 20814041, Battery "p",
wounded by shell fragments as our
ermittont shelling by the enemy.
the wounded man,

ore taken up by the usual battelion
dp were fired in support of the 14l1gt
reing, and nunerous targets taken unw

der fire when reported by our air observer, Beocause of the flat

&l shelle were gtill I'n1ling
mege to installations lad beo
bombardment on the 124 of De

land, incressing uea ving being made of eir observation, ‘Ocomsion~

withln the battalion are, but nc da=-
n caused. The enemy intensified their
cember, and our entire ares was under .

ooncentrations of gholls, Farly in the morning the entire Organ-
ization weg alerted ng Battery "pM reported small arms and mortar




fire falling among their installations. Infantry reinforcements
were being broucghi up, with Hupawihr ss the jumping off place,
and our installations were recelving preater and greater fires
from the encmy. To of'fsot any possibla infiltration by the
Germans, the battalion was snlerted, and security groups formed
and posted, Dy noon lhe entire battalion erea was under mortar,
artillery and smell arms fire. Reporls were received thet Ger-
manc were observed in rdjacent areas, and that several had been
picked up, wearing American uniforms,

e Camon Company, l4lst Infantry, which wes attached
to us and under battalion control received a direct hit on & gun
position killing eichl men and wounding twe, Tec Grade § John R.
Viindsor, 34593752, Headguarlers Pattery, North Carolina, was
woundsd for the second time by shell {ragments, when an enemy
shell fell in the vieinity of the battery maintenance section.

By noon, all wire gommunicetions had been completely disrupted, and
the battalion had only radio keeplrg the units of the organiza~
tion cogonizant of chanpes in the situntion. All during the

early afternocon, our pogitions underwent & severe shelling. Mor-
tar fire continued %o {all within our area, and a small arms {ight
was golng on to the west of our positions, The slitdEtion was
oritical, The enemy hnd infiltrabtad DLehind our positions and

were attempting to sat np a vrond block on the road between Ribeau-

“ville and St. Marie. Av muvery pocket was also establighed bhetwesn

our battalion and the 14ist Infantry command post, and all wire
communicationg hetwean the two unlts ware oub, Sharp fighting
oontinued all that nisht. With the sdvent of daylight on the 13th
of Decembsr, our ammunition on hand was found 40 be less than &
thousand rowmmds. Our puns had thundered their deflancs all durlng
the nipght and securily patrols were constantly on the alert in the
svent of a German atlinck. 2nd Lt. Pavl A. Barmann, G-1180802,
Indiana, was Ikilled in setion whon his forward observer positiona
were overrun by tho eonmy, Fighting continued fisrcely all during
the day., Our guns fired round after round in support of the in-
fantry as they countar-atbanked constantly to break up the enemy
of fensive, Slowly thoy sucoeeded, and as the afternoon drew to &
ologe, oconsional reperts ware received that the situation was
growing lsas tense. ‘he entire Division was commitbted to the drive
to olear the enemy oub of our ares, The fooal point of the- German
atbtack wag Keyassrsborg, which was approximately four miles from
our positiond. Altoarnnts posibions wore selected on the 14th of
Deocember in the svenh ths enemy pushed to our ares, but as things
turned out, never had to ho used, '
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Inforimation wog received from a prisonsr of war that a
group of Germans were %o set out on & mission of destroying our guns
the night of the 14th, FPurther security measures were taken and pa-
trolling was redoubled, Shelling continued very heavy, with owr guns
roaring defiant repliss. CQoneentrations of enemy shells fell with
monotonous regularity, hibting many of the houses where our troops
wore staying, bub without causing eny cesualties. As the day wore
on mortar and small arms fire ceased, though shearp fire fiphts were
golng on Just & short distance away. On Decembar 15th, a eivilian
sugpsct was picked wp in "C" Palktory ares and turned over to Counw-
tar Intelligence personnel. Uulimited ammunition was at our dispo-
sal and our guns threw shell after shell ut enemy targets, The ocan~
non oompany was released from our control on December l6th and revert-
ad back to 14lst Regimen!nl gontrol., By noon, our gunsg were firing
in support of the 30th Infantry, reinforeing the fires of the 4lst
FLeld Artillery Battallon,

Much enemy movement wns noted on Deocember 17th, and numer~
ous targete were taken wmder fire by our guns. 1lst Lt. Richard S.
Fleming, 0-1173946, Penunylvania, was slizhtly wounded in the neok,
but after treatment by onr medicos roturnsd to duty, Our troops had
gradually taken over ccnlirol of the entire area, and the ensmy was
being pughed back to his orlginal positions. 2nd Lt. James R. Mac-
Ivor, 0-1176713, Michipan, reported back to duty lats thet after=
noon, Tension reolaxed even morec on December 18th, and the batta«
lion was alartsd to s ponsible mova the next day. Firing continued
sporadically all during the dey and night with only targets of op=-
portuni ty being considerod. Early in the morning of the 19th, the
battalion departsd for positions in the vieinity of Strasabourg; 8
comparativelj gulet sector nfter the fisroe fighting at Hunawihr,

Iittls of imporiance ocourred during the next three days.
Flring wae spaced, and on the Zlst the batiallon demonstratsd a new
fuzes On the 22nd, the lattalion was alertsd for ancther move, and
early the next morning displaced to positions at Kesseldorf. The
battalion fired continuous harassing fire asoross the Rhine River on
the 23rd and 24th, to make the enemy as wmcomfortable as possible
and to scresn the activitiss of Task Force Harrison, of which we wers
a parts At this time, the batbalion wes supporting the 83rd Divigion.
The battallon was notifiad that the 36th Division wag.to be relieved,
but that our organiralion would remain in support of the BSrd Divigion
temporarily and would be relieved a lithile later.
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Christmas Day found the battalion still firing herassing
fires. It wasn't & merry Chrisgtmas, but we were &t the Rhine, and
there was & promise in the air that by next year, our final objec~
tive —= Berlin -- would have hoen resched. Dscember 26th found the
battalion rolling on the. road to a new bivouac arsa at Arzviller.

The end of the year found training programs being prepared and the
battalion enjoying some well-earned rest. For 136 days we had
fought the enemy from the shores of Dramont to the plains of Alsace.
For 700 miles we had nagged and harassed the enemy; had driven him
back over tortured roads énd steep mountains; across ioy rivers and
through thick forests. And we found Germn territory in sight as

the year ended. We found the prize getting cloger and closer, Te
found victory pleaming brighter. 1944 had seen new battle honors
added to the battaliof colors. It had brought an unit citetion for
valor and initiative at Velletri; it had brought smashing vietories
at Marsene, at Vesoul, at Belmont, at Remiremont, &t St. Die, at

S+, Marie and 8t Hunawihr. It hed seen our guns send counbless:
thousands of rounds of desbtruction at the enemys: and too, it had seen
death gome to some members of our unite The cream of the German Army
hed been met and feroclously battled., Only the Rhine River remained
" as @ barrier. Te last five deys of the year were apent in rest.
But even as the bells pealed out the old year and welcomed in the new,
the battalion was alerted, for reports were reoeived that paretroop~
ers had been dropped. It was a year of combat whioh hed seen the
1318+ Field Field Artillery Battalion drive over 300 miles in Iialy
to imposing viotories; and after an invasion aver 700 milss in France
to the very borders of Germanmy. It was a year which saw us malking 8
grim vow that the enemy would be conquered before many months went

by,

RPN

WILLIAM H. BRIGHT \
lst L., Fisld Artillery
IS TORI AN




Taylor, James E,
Placke, Vinoent H.
Hunter, Willie J.(

Owens, Opopr H,
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DECORATI Ows AuD AVARDS

RANK

Lt. Co1,
Private
Prt lel

Pyt 1ol

A. 5, N.
0-37€731
35790778
20814022

355481760

NI
Bn, Hq,

Hg. Btry.

Btry, "gn

Btry, "gt

AWARR

Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Stap

Bronze gStay




BATTALION IIBADQU.AR RS

Orrick, Luther E,
Ayere, Ross

Ramey, Robert M,
Kane, Raymond E,

- Bright, Williem H.
Garfunkel, Sylvan A,
}’lhuz, Kilian Ha
Sample, Ernest L.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY

Amweg, Frederick F.
Boshm, Murrel D,
Hendley, Johnny R,
Higgins, Wallace T,

BATTERY "a"
R e S,

Fielder, Jesse W,
Mamary, George N.
Bordner, Relph B8,
Carter, Charlie H.

BATTERY "p*

O'Brien, Stephen J.
Gire, Kenneth P,
Collier, J, R,
Fleming, Richard S,
Maclvor, James R,

'BATTERY "g¥

Rich, Henry A,, Jr.
Blackwell, leslie L.
. Brown, Thomas 5,

SERVICE RATTERY

Snodgrass, Norman K.
Armitage, Samusl P,
Larsen, Kenith ¢.
Hahn, Howard W,

MEDI CAL DETACIHIENT

Cusson, Charles J.

WARRANT QFFICERS

Nelms, Iewis J,
Watson, Billy

ROSTER COF OFFICERS

0-357391
0-378526
0-364093
0-116561¢9
0.1175953
0-1166293
0-413791
0-380569

0~1175923
O~1172786
0-2056285
0~1173284

0-452540

0-1167096
0-1180130
0-1180842

0-1170510
0-1176637
0.1173193
0-1173948
0-1176713

0-416424
0-1175947
0-1180130

0-405088

0~1175924
0-1166537
0-1176650

0-1696811

W-2104334
W~2131523

im
| =
{ca

Me jor
Ma jor
Captoin
Captain
1st Lk,
Captain
Captain
Captain

Captain
lst Lt,
1st Lt,
1st Lk,

Captain
lat L%,
1% Ik,
2nd 14,

Captein
1st Lk,
1st Lt

1zt Lk,
2nd L4,

Captain
1St L'ﬁo
I1st Lk,

Ceptrin
lst L,
st I+,
lst 1.

Captain

C. W‘ O.
7 .0.(jg)

e Y
o ©

Ita
by

Bn. C. C,
Bn., 5-3
Asgt, S5-3
Bn. 8-2
Asgt, §-2
Bn. L. C,
Bu, L. O.
Bn. L, C,

Co Ou

Btry. Com, 0,
Liaigon Pilot
Liaison Pilot

C. Oa
Exec,
“Arty.
Arty,

C. O,
Exgo. 0.
Ron. 0,
my- o,
Arty., O,

Ce O,
Exec. 0.
Arty. 0,

Bnu S"s & C.OG

Bn, Amme. 0O,
Btry. M.0,
Bn. ¥,0, -

Bn. Surgeon

Pers, Q.
Asst. S-4

Temple, Texas
Waxshachie, Texes
Ponfield, Pem,
Norristown, Pemn.
West Roxbury, Mass.
Savannsh, Ca,
Arvada, Colorado
Bryvan, Texas

West New York, N. J,
Chicapgo, Illinois
Palestine, Texes
Houstonia, Mo,

Oklahome City, Okla,
Brooklyn, M. ¥.

Kutz town, Penn.
Sylecauga, Alabama

Roxbury, Mass,
Pittsburg, Kansag
Iakeland, Fla.
Fhiladelphie, Pemn,
Hazel Park, Mich,

. Salt Lake City, Utah
Buffelo, ¥. 7,
Kenmore, W.Y,.

Lubhock, Texes
Iymn, Mags.

St. James, Mimnn,
Dizon, 111,

Lyndonville, Vt,

Lockney, Texes
.81laton, Texns
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UNIT BATTLE CASUALTY LIST

NAME RANK A. 8. N, DATE TYPE ‘ RESIDENCE

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY

Windsor, John R, Teo 5 34503762 12/12 1., Rb. leg & Rt.  North Carolips

i arm, L.W, 1%, leg
Sehuette, Bdwin J, cp1, 87207985  13/17 LY. Rt ealf Kensas
BATTERY "g"
—_ns 3

Younger, Auwpust P. /5t 38009241 12/6 Wy Amputation 1t Colorado
foot, 3v, new, Traumatio
Finnerty, John E.  prq 35060979  12/5 WIA MW, Pace and thio
hands
Windham, Alfred V. Teo 4 20813497  12/5 WIA Amputation both  Texas
fest, Sv, '
Davies, David 4, Pfo 83071022  12/5 WIA FC Rt, Foot and Pernaylvania
FS Rt. thigh, Sv,

Sides, Ralph D, Teo 5 20814041 12/8 WIA I and pen W of Temesses
Rt, hand
Barmann, Paul 4, 2 Lt 0-1180802 12/13  KIA GSW in head Indiana

Fleming, Richard §, 1 Lt 0~1175946 12/17  Pen w of Lt, side Penngylvania
: of nesck -g-

BATTERY "c"
Hﬁm

Ranslla, Anthony R, Pyt 33608075 12/12 WIA Pun, W, It. upper .Penn‘sylvama
thigh and Lt, ches t-§~

MEDICAL DETACHMENT

Baker, Jaok E. Teo 4 20813095  12/6  WIA Contusion of both Texas
' legs
Demis, Archie Teo & 32335520 12/5 WIA Amputetion L.,  Kow York

foot, new, Traumatio,
FS Metmsal Rt. Foot, 8v,

i
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IEADQUART RS IB1Es Py ARTILLORY SATTALICH

AUV 20, Ua S Arny
o1 Jamary 1945

SUBJECTt Transmittnl of Iinterdcnl Recordn and History of Organization with
Conc luasiong.

TO 3 Commanding Gerneral, Mhirty-Sixth Intontry Division, APO 446,
Ue 8a :\.!‘m,y.

L. Transmitted herowish berewith i the rocord of the 13let Field. Artii-
lery Battalion entitlad "Oporations in Franes", Jamary, 1945.

2+ During the month of Joovinry the Faktolion operated over an extanaive
area which inciuded the Hontbtronn, Lembory, foe bzenbruck arcas; as well ap the
Brumath and Kur tzenhausen arran,

8- The firat oyp dJomiary found tha Daktation in a Rest Aream in Arz--
wolller, Franca,. During the night of Jomary let and 2nd the Battelion moved
to Montbromm and oceuplod pooitions for direct Fupport of the 1l4lst Infantry.
The Pattalion remninad in thoae positiena tor nome 21 daye, with both direct
support and reinforcing misainna, Tha wenther gan extremely cold and the ter- -
reain was mounteinoug. Several coneluaienn yware dravn during this period of
Operation: - Firat, 1t wang praven that o cowplete combat team couid be moved a:
digtance of more than CiTty milng i apa nipht, conmitted 4o action,; snd row
pel an enomy attack of considernble nurengih the morning foliowing the movea
Second, it waa emplianizod thal rxtreme wealther conditions must be considered
in effecting cloge BupPport of cembat inlontry with 105 mm. howitzers. In our
operation, vicinity or Lembery, 'fanthyonn and Gontaenbruck, the waather wap
oxtremety cold, the terrain.mmunuaiHQUﬁ, henco chinnges in weether with itts
elTect on tiring wap notod. Frequant Mo tro nneapos are necessary in an opera~
t1on 1iks this and woothor GOrrections munt be Tipured and applied. It is con-
cluded that the Motro Station shonld be tocated in close proximity of the art-
illery battalions. &ven wlth reod Metro data, Irequent registration is noces-
fary as K-Changes 'luctunte tdnily.

b During the night or Jamuary 2Llat -~ 29nd the Battalion wae moved
to vieinity of Brummth and punp rleced in position. The mission was direct
Bupport ot an infantry batteldicn with Lisieon Officers and Forward Obgervers
from another artillory battatlon. llero the problems of comunication and ire
control were met and dealt with by thae Battalion. Tt as definitely concluded
that the 8<% of the Direct Suppert Dafitalion shnoutd control the suppor ting fires
ard that no more than ono bnop ov controt radlo 8ot can operate on the pame
thannel. For instance, this Battnlion was in dircct support of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 142nd Infantry, with llatron and Forvuard cobservers from the 132nd Field
Artiliery Battalion. A base radio ant, with the 130nd TField Artillery amsaigned
channel, waa Placed at the FaD. .} ot the 13186 Field Artvitiery Baltalion. pFire
Misslons came in to both base #cba yhieh proved unnatietactorys. The S=5 from
both Battalions wrestled with 1vceming firo mispions and contusion resul ted.
Jolution, separate channels of ranio comrpanication were providea ror each
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FeDeCa and ecach 8-4 took ovar “iin» disnieng per teaning to his direct supporte
B« Two long, all nish', woven wyore nudo by this Battalion in Jonu-
ary, 1945, under cxtrems weathv:y condilions and nensures of precaution wore
taken to prevent 1rost~hite which 1 alwort sure to oceur. Extrp blankete
were provided for thz men during theoo woves aud troops wore kept working or
moving around when the convey wae hnltede This Pnttalion suttoered ne ¢asual-
ties trom thess night moves rud worale rewnined faghy, in spise of sdverse
woather conditionp and Patipva.  Jorwmary omded pith thip Battaiion in position
to deliver rire across the Rbine River amnd the dnstruction of the German Army

continuen.

ol £ Ok

LUTHEZR . CRRICK
Major, F. A.
Comeanding.
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B W TsRelinden,

1t vas & new vonr, bul the sane activities which hed kept ua
occupled for over 1%5 dn-» ware still in ctore Por us. EHven as the
old year was rung out plona were haine conpleted to bring the cdutfit
back to the linea. The yowhunctions eneny, ever probing, had found
an elastic spot in the "ilchs acctor and like the little Duteh bay who
plugged the hole In the ks, conr aoabot tesm was called upon to stem
the tide. With menotonun rapularity, the deys followed each other
Wwith almost exact similay "bu, beineipg now moves, and finding our guns
blasting 8t enemy positicne. Slewly, ns the month crawled by, the
"boche™ were mished bag) tao tha Rhino. Alowly, the territory amround
Strassbourg wes clearcd, rod bthon the toven which had hoen in the news
—-Bitche, Hagenau, Brumsth ~- cawe within onr scope and vere cleared,
Relunctantly tha enemy wee foresd Lo withdraw. Like a snar ling tiger,
cornered and caged, he Llnaw clawed paws in vicious thrusts. [Each at-
tempt was blunted, bul with a porsietence #hlch showed his fanaticism,
he refused to concede defest. Joniary was e month which saw the 151st
Field Artillery Battalicn centinue ite relsntless drive towsrds 1te fi-
nal objective « Borlint  Jammry wes a month which sew Phirty—one days
added 40 our combab record, Jomwinry wes o month which saw the battalion
appear like a stern amd nvonglng judge bherfore the enamy .

Amidet the T[orevedln 4o L, Col. James E. Taylor, 0-3713206,
Texaa, who was leavling Lo relurn to the Unlted States to asasume the du-
ties of Senator in the Ta:ng legislature, reconnaissance partlies left
for the vicinlty of Machwiller to seel an nssembly area, The battalion
had been out of the linca ror ornctly Four days since August 15, 1944,
Upon reaching the esesuhl: area late in the alternoon of January lst,
plans were changed = aa th v a0 ofton are - when orders came froan the
Regimentel Conbat Teest coveandar to wove Lhe battalion inte pos ition
in the vieinity of Monbbreom, I1th thie baltalion already on the road,
little time was availahl= for renonnatenance; bubt parties were melected,
poaitions surveyed and cvorvblitue was in readiness for the battalion
when it reached Montbrewm., The conbat teants primaery job was to reip-
foree the 100th Divisi-n, prebesting their right flank, where already
the enemy had penetratod doep inte Lheir lines. Upon reaching these po-
sltions, each man realizad tho scriousness of the task set for the batta~
lion, and leaned all his woight Lhroughout the night o prepare good po-
sltione. By the morning o Lhe And, regisiration was in the procesa of
beling completed, and tin infantry had relicved a great deal of the pres-
sure on this part of the 1%tne. ‘eather wan clear, the skies were blue,
and the air O.P,'s hummod cverhenid 1earching out the enemy throughout the
day. Many tanks, armored vehicleo and personnel vwere reported destroyed

by our fires that day.

For the next three deyo the battalion fired continuously, giv-
ing the infantry strong cucport, ms the eneny contlnued his searching
thruste. More and more nvtillery of all tyoea was being brought up to
help blunt the enemy's nctivitien, ond since our Divieion Artlllery was

SH
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not located in the mrea, the nliplton JP was used as a clearing center
for information. Hamvy Ciehline wes Leing encountered, as the enemy
counter-attacked sonatantly. bul desplie his wethodical and imaginative
afforts, he met with no avecuss, Thg lincs wore slowly belnz straight-
ened end as the three day r ried drow to s clooe, we assunied suppord of
the 142nd Infantry, which hnd velinved the 1hist Infantry, which ve re-
gularly supvorted, On Japuary SBh, e once n=nin went under command of
Division Artillery.

Japuary 4th was ep vmoventlul day. Cn the morning of the
7th, the new posit fuze wae ntredoced and tried out in the battalion,
This fuze, with $ts ccmplicnied mechanioms ia fired as any cther shell,
but upon reaching its deslination, sutmotically explodes approximately
Piftesn yards above the sramd. Oare must bo exercized in hand ling this
fuze because of ito very srucilive, highly mechined parte, such as tubes
end a battery, that are ehout Lhe aize of a finger pail, It was tested,
end althoush there were mnny premabare burstn, those reaching their de-
stination proved very devostnling nod bad tremendous effect upon the tar-
zeta. late in the aftcernoun, CTaptain Rebert . Ramsy, 0~364095, Pennsyl-
vania, 2nd Lt, frpest L. 9lont, O-1175519, tinine, and 2nd Lt. dernard
Lieb, 0-1184254, Jashin;ton, P 2., ralurned te duty frow the hospital
and wsre very wolocane for Liw fintialion was cozraoting on the minimum of
officers and the pinch hnd heen Celb diime and again,

Mueh snew had haan falling anl $o a'd in camoflsuging posi-
tions, the guns were painled whitke, The freczing weather helped in
several respects, For it olin‘nated the mud which had been becoming
more and mor= of @ barricr Lo offechivenasa, it eslso aided in making
observetion much easier ¢or ruv Corwsrd observer and liaison parties.
Genversely, - it helped the miemy in Lhe eoma vanner, and for the next
three days much: fire was erunterad, thouph o dasage was dons %o in-
stallations and no casualbice were gousad, The rolling country in which
we were located stretehed olenr to Lhe TShine River. it was a fertile
valley with numercus stromn cubbivg tlrough it,  On clear days the for-
ests and hills of Germany could be zean in the distance,

Reconnaissance porties wore cent out on January 1lth to sesl
new poattions. Altcrnots ponitlons were also polected, but no work wae
done on them, and inatallations were merely nlanned, but not put into
effect. Cn the 12th, ned paviiecs vore senh on reconnaissance in the
vicinity of 8t. Louis, aPher s conforence botween Major Luther E. Orrick,
0-357391, Texas, Battalion Somnsnder, ond General Hess, Division Artil-
lery commander. Turing the ofiernocon, 3" Battery, comnmended by Captain
Stephen J. O'Brien, 0-1170%10, #ansachusetts, moved to its alternate po-
gitions. The entire batinlion wen ronxed ncar the center of Hontbronn,
but because of the pessililily of the town beinz subjected to heavy shell-
ing, Major Crrick felt 14 host to move all units to the outekirts of

- -
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Hoptbronn, The uovine o e other battiries was coupleted on the
morning of the 1%th. A1 durine thoa tiwe, numerous raports were received
of enemy paratrocpa hoip- dropped behivd the lipnes at Enchanberg, and

8 report wae received LItk 2 German patrel had broken throuph to the
south of Montbroan., A charn wateh wns lept and the battalion alerted,
but no sign of eithoye creup was aeen, and no verification was ever re-
coelved., During the itk Oapbain Dormean X, Snodgrass, 0-405088, Bn, §-4,
Texas, laft for the hespitnl nnd lof Li. 3nmuel F. Armitage, 0-1175924,
Hassachusetts, assumed commnnd op Service Battery and S-4 duties. late
that night ancther report wna rec~ived 1hat troops had parachuted down

in the vicinity of deelwillor, ol no vorification could be recsived and
the report was not asubhenticatad, S0 Tar the month had been uneventful,
Cur guns had shelled ennom- voasibiens conglantly with excellent results
reported by our forwsrd ohacrvera, Atlempiing to forewes any stratagic
move by the enemy, a definsive lins of ponitions were selected and survey-
ed in, in the avent il ey brolo throush, At the same time, the poai-
tions which were in uae ayd olliar targots in the lmmediate vicinity were
surveyed and date compilet, ao that in die event of a surprise attack by
the enemy, ocur guns coild automntically blast his positions. As it de-
veloped, the slternote ponitionn were never used but the idea had much
merit,

Little happanad durine 4ha nazi tuwo doays, On the 14th, the
battalion again took rver direct support of the 1lhlst Infantry, Three
tank destroyers from tLha £%Eh T.D. ", were attached to the battalion
for firing and were nngipieg pesitiona in the vicinity of Enchenberg.,

Cn the next day, 2nd Lio. David 7, doorge, 0-55377%, Oklshoma, Jerry W,
Luptak, 0-553281, Michigan, and Pusanll flrFaon, 0-10%2068, Cslifornia
reported as officer rointireomenla and were imediately essigned, fThe
usual routines ocoupind 112 batielion on the 16th. The entire battalicen
was constantly on the nlerh, for thonh wo vere located in Lorraine, the

tawne and peonla were tow 3 rmanie Lo be Lruasted completely, late on
the 16th, a suapicious proraon wan chaerved in the vieinity of "AY pat-

tery, commandod by Capinin Josas . Pieldor, 0-452540, Cklahoma, but
though fired upon by emnll aran, menased Lo escape.,

During the 17Lh of Jonary, notification was received that
the Division had baen alertad, logs the 118t Combat Team, wirich would
be attached to tho 100Lh Divigion., (n Japnary 18th, ten enlisted re-
inforcements were rocoived and sagizned to the various unite. Although
the men had nhot been overs g very long, “Lheir morale was excellent,
and their training seancd 1o b good,  They ware welcome, for new
blood can alwaya he uaed, Fremy shelling wos regular, if not heavy
all during thie time, Jate on Lhs night of the 20th, Pfc., Charles D,

...5...
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Fretz, 33737003, Boltory "M, Fernaylvenia, was 1ishtly woundaed by
shell frapments but, rommined on dity aftor beinz trested by our med-
lcos, This was the Cirat casunliv of 1045,

Positiens were selectod and surveyed for tenks which were o
be fired in coordinaliom with opr gring on the 20th, Alseo, additional
tank destroyers attached 4o Lh» combat toan Pired in coord inetion with
our gune during the ni i, but reverted Lack to infaatry control dur-
ing the day. Plane far the delfenne of itontbronn vere drawn up during
the day in the event of n break~through “v the enemy. The situat ton
was 8till in the balance, thenoh not precaricus, The spec ific pur-
pose of the 1Alat Copbat Frmm was bo halt any offensive by the eneay,
Barly on the morning of Lie 2lel infermntion on the deastruction of ma~
teriel ip the event of luyinent caplure ond instructlons fir the defense
of Montbronn was dimseminated Lo Lhe verious units. Rumors were rife
that the 141at Cowbst Tevs was to he relicved from duty with the 10Cth
Division, and were given further eredence when a report was recelived
that the positione we wire uging were $o be taken over by the 379th
o F. A, Bn, The threst of a broath-toicing sweep by the Germana in the
vicinity of Hontbhroou wvan dwindling, and consequently the hard driving
1418t Combat Temm w. e no longor needed *n this sector,

Zarly in tie worning of the 22n) reconnaissance perties left

to seek positiona in {i1w vleintly of Hegensu, The battalion was re-
lieved by the 375th F. A, 4n, durng the worning., Preparstions for mov—
ing were canpleted durine ble doy, but crders were received that the
battalion was not to alart on convoy until just after midnight. Heavy
anow was falling, and t o rosdo were slinsery. It was as hazardous a
move a8 any the battalicn bad sver mada. The long tiring ride, made
under the riaskiest of conlitiong was conpleted without mishap, As usual,
We lmew that the positicny Lbst liad been solscted would be in a "hot"
8rea, for wherever thore ‘s 4rovble thint i where the 151st Field Artil-
lery Battalion is agstrn -], Mepenau had been & stuubling block for weeks
and had been the center of dotermined thrusta by the enomy. Now we were t
there to clear theon out il pugh tlwn bock into the Rhine. At 0400, on
the 23rd, the battslicy ronched posttions et Brumath, just outside of

- Hagenau. The ground was frozen and it veo difficult to dig gun positions.
The deep anow and abrighl moon gave excollent light, but served to tar-
get the positions, Hovever, though sholln  were dropping in the general
area, nons fell cn inztal’ations or caused any casualties. Cnce agaln,
slternate positions were volested., A reconnalssance party left to select
them in the vicinity or Foeitwiller, and an CP wae established in Jurtzen hau-
sen on the 24th. The nest tines daye werc uneventful, Daily reconnaissances
were being made, for the {vraut was very active. On Janusry 26th, new posi-
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tions were reconnoiteresl for A" and "8" pBatterye so thet fire could
be brought to bear on Hervliahnim, which was a focal point of enemy
activity, Late in thz efternoom, orders were received hold ing the
move in sbeyanca.

Little of ‘mporterce cecorred on Januaery 27th. The next
day reconnaissance partiag doparted for the vicinity of Kurtzenhau-
sen to sesk new positiona. “lowly the lines were moving north., The
enemy had been cleared complebely fron all French territory mouth of
Strasshourg, and ncw wilth the Phine River as one end of the line, there
was 8 general move to compreas the front inbo as small a8 sector as pos-—
sible on the west pido of Lhe Fhipe, The air was tense for thers was a
gensral feeling that somcthiias was Luilding up, and oddly, rumors were
scarce. That itself was so vnunusl, it wan sccepted that "something was
cooking”,

Battery "A" moved Lo pooitions nesr Kurtzenhausen on January
50th and a forward OF was neitablished sf Jurtzenhsusen. The entire bat-
talion was alerted For woven nt, bub orders were received that all moves
were postponed until furlivr ncline, (n the last day of the month, Bat-
tery "A" was recalled and cconpied ito forper positions. late in the
afternoon movement orders wiovye recoived and ol dusk, the batialion moved
out to positions nesr Murtseohonaren, 1t hod boen a comparatively quiet
month. Only one easualty iwd boon oaffered, ond that was not a vTy ser-
ious one. The hatitelion “w Yeer iy eopvta ! contact with the enemy, and
our guns had thundered sod rvonved nnd a8 ccab braous stream of ahells had
poured on German targetn, Wonpite the hard [ishting which had occurred
during the month, therec "l hoan no crbatanding days, Steady, grueling
combat had followed day atior day. The four days rest which the batta-
lion had received at the vnd of Necowber had been tho caly break in al-
most 170 days of comhat. IL was o tired baitonlion, but one that could
achisve anything aslied of S, It was a beltelion which had helped steady
the "green" divisions whish bnd jumt been crmibted to combat. [t was &
battalion which added now glery te ita colors with each new day. .

&t N Baky
WILLJAML H, BRaGHT (/
lat Lb., 131st F. A.Bn.
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* prindle, Charles Ae

Fritz, Charles D.

# December casunliy

vt T TR 1

UNIL SATTLS SAZUALTY LIST

RANE

Cpt

Fvh lal

A1 DATE
narpsgy "B%
HBCS 0L Lte/1%

AT 3ane "ot

55707505 L/19

!'{ -

3 At

,nrr"-lf‘-‘m Rkl

TI{PE

G8Yy, LW, R%
Thumb

Sr, LW, back

RES IDENOE

Texan

Pennsylvania
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SLUBCL AT BALI LI GASUALTY L.3T

TYPE CP CASUALTY CEPAGERS ENLOTED MEN  TOTAL

KiA 0
DQd i)
184 0
SJA 0
DIA 0O

WA Q
A {
MIA O
PO 0
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Coorocooon
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BATTALLCN FAAT 7iawh o)

Crrisk; Luthar 3,
Aycors, Trgs

Pamey, Robert o,
fana Raymond 3.
Sich, Henry A., Jr.
Gear e, David 1.
Garfunkel, 3vivan i,
3amnle, Trnest L.
imuz, {ilian W,

HEADCUART <+ 3 BATT ARY
Anveg, Frederick F,
Joelm, Murrel D,
Hend ley, Jonhnny R.
Hi-gins, Jellae T,
Samnle, Ray T,

BATTTRY "A"
Pielder, Jessae 1.
Mewavry, deorpgue U,
Collier, J. B,
Lieh, Bernard
McFann, Russell E,

_.B}_?_?ERY ﬂBIf
C'Brien, 8tephen J.
Gire, Kenneth F.
Fleming, Rlcherd 3.
Maglvor, James R.
Iuptak, Jerry D.

BATTERY "g*
Blaokwell, Leslle L.
Bright, William H.
Brown, Thomas B,
Sloat,Ernest H.
Qarter, Cherlie H.

SERV «CE BATTERY

Larsén, Kenith C.
Armitage, 3Jamusl P,

L= Rl 4

Habhn, Howerd .
MEDJLSAL DETACH ALUT
Cusson, Charlea J.
JARRANT CFF.C R3S

Helms, Lewis J.
_datson, Billy

)

C-3577010
0= 27526
O~ 33 ke,
T~ 1559510
C=h170z4
D-553775
0=-11565¢7
0= 0Ny
0~4177¢1

C~117562 5
0-117076
02077 20 F
g-1177204
O-1181L202

0-4m2500

0-113700
0-117%19%
0-118425]
0-1052068

0~1170510
0~-1176637
0-11735946
0~117671%
0-553281

0~1175947
0-1175953%
0-11801%0
0-1170610
0-1180842

0-1150537
0-1175924
0~-11750R0

g-1405811

d-2 10k 2N
A-2151525

-
iy
aaEn b
I RTIAY
DERE BTN A
AL A

daocle dn
Teotain

Yok i

AR 83

Tas I.E,
Tt 1.4,
il i,
Aot
Tl in
LEF I A
Tat 1,
ded 1w,
2l Tb.

Onpbein
11n L,
1a4 Lt,
Iat, Lt.
2n] Lt

et Lt.
let Lt.
1‘3 t L\ta
20 Bh.
2l Lt.

Int, T,
Tat 14,
Tah L,

“eela

LN B
i)

B 1 I

Tmm""f """[T"‘F:h.ﬁ.,
[ - & .

Augtho. am, AeF

b h] ~t
SRy Jme
.

Aast, 2n., 3-2
A Lo
ff“. LI- L.

Fo, L, 00,
-:l - {- »
}‘-Fr:,r - j "J ?1 - {‘- L]

Listgon 11104
Tigiaom Pilck
lidgiger Piiot

IV
Paea, i
Ariv, Chs,
Artu, (ha.
Arty, (ha.

¢. G,
Exoc. O,
Arty. Obo.
Mrby. Che.
Arly. Obe.

¢. 0.
Exec. Q.
Arty. Chae.
Arty. Cha,
Arty. Tha,

7.0, & Bn, 3-4
Pinn, ¢ Tieer
B, @obor U,

Br, Sareoaon

Poracar b L, o
Agtd, A, Jel

T

juud ]
LJ.
[
N
L
I
]
[

Teuple, Texes
jozahachie, Texas
fenfield, Fenn,
Norristown, Penn.
3alt Laxe City, Utsh
dlevaland, Ckla,
davannah, da.

Bryan, Texes

Arvadas, Zolorado

dest New York, N, J.
Chicezo, 1llinois
Palnat ine, Texss
Heustonda, Mo.

3t. Louils, Mo.

Sartow, Florida
Brooklyn, U. Y.
Lakeland, Fleorida
Hewark, N. J.

E1 Monte, California

Roxbury, Hass.
Pittsburg, Kansas
Philadelphia, Pa.
Hazel Park, Mich.
Lincoln Park, Mich.

Buffelo,New York
Weat Roxhury, Mass.
fammore, New York
Caribou, Meine
Sylacauga, Alabeama

5t., James, Minn.
Lynn, bdisessachusetts
Dixon, i1linois

Lyndonville, Varmont

Locienay, Texas
Slaton, Texss
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g in Ly roceru of b Field artillery

1e frongaitisd vye 1Z1le
~eal, dobruary, 1945

N i

Sattelion sutitled "Oprrations in oo

2. The oporvations o Uds atiolion wors ofoa de fensive nature, ulth
only ons oxcepiion, and List wag the ahueck onilerrlisacia, Zrd february.
The Tattalion wes da pordsoee viclsl'y ol Kurtzzohauson on the firsd day of
sebruary and roearozd Shore uabilothn Sunodorool b gondh yhen it was plac-
ed in position, vicialty o Piornoes oleime  On the 9th ol February the
Sabtalion was wovid Lo vieinity o7 Dischwiller where it remained dn poai-
tion until 24th Pebrusrr suiouma Wen aoved Yo Vondenbelm lor a seven day
training perioda

.. Conaluaions [roo the opovabions 2r- 0o followss

Ae. Artitlers oo Deooovel oo pluesd in pogiiion more readily
Lhrough enow end ice thav “hroudi wrd. Jo ovoupy positions when the ground
is frozgen and covured wilh g and e proscats a problem in digging in
the june and preparine aolis lrenoner, bub fiese con bo blasted by the engin-
gern, whereas bthe occupaticn oo o ocoalbion o doep maf ia very alow, both
getting into posiiion and ;o liioc ouab, awd By wear and tear on equipment
ig terriflc.

be In dofensive wasoare, lirect support arbillery st adjust
cloge—-in defunaive Tirea diilo, uhinh of ascsasity usca considerable amauni-
tion. This "act, no doubb 45 forpetten vyhen aamunition aliotments of &, 9,
16 or L1 rourds por gun o dav oars mwades  Hith an allotament of 11 rounds por
pun par dey and uyith & rociuental Trouwd el nix thousand yards, this allot-
ment is entiraly insufPiciond Tor 2 direct avpport artillery Battalion even
whon the situation is delenrive.

ce  In She atbeer on Hervlishedm by She 3rd DBattalion, l4lst Inf-
antry on Frd Fobroary, no eritllory greparablon was usad for Lwo remswnsg,
namely + lack o? amunition -pl Ioei o? intorration conceraing thé enemy and
nio installeiions. The la'r ronecn is cus it ohould be plven prime don-
sidaration, esoncinliy whew Lhe coriy as bocn jnnctive Jor o poriod of' tiwe
praczeding tha abbtack. 17 oy owy inaballations, sacn as &7 puns, 5P and

beavy s, can be locuzted Lh-an cop e reutralized before the atbacke

S
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de Afber many weoke of cond tnuoun ackion, combat unite function
in & roubtine monner o o carhotn exhant ood suci was the case of the 13lst
Field Artillery Bathtalion in Februnry, hat waabhnr conditions were gomewhatb
improved ovor those of Joamisry ond tho end o7 the wonth found bthe ar tillsry
part of the 1418t Repgimental Conhal Todm, o0 tho alert, with morale high,
8 ksan sense off duty and thob contirmed desire Gto place more HE on the
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Pebivily wos - Lilet cantlae I sopr fonbrent Lo ool us L
roin oend snow of Tro R W ERUTIOUT usss w0 €NU Lo coubeb buis

1

monta wave casterevivel y wild enl ecosraristlze oy,
Fettalion ocouried were on the sevinern flent of he line; in & rervt
of ylascs that wes bl Forerwlato S Towiegttic ville, e, tacip
Secedes feded gnd wernped by Tour vears o1 Uar, Lo weine
tein & rodicum of norusley. 1Ii wes & wecbeor no. inuye: Lo wer, but
raiher, resizned 4o ¢ desting waich hed wnle it o reliticel tluam.
Wien in resources, 1t was e errisory wilco nae been nep;led over

hy the “irmens end o1 sneh Foy Genereticnes  [ue cultures of poth
netiong were inextricebly jurlevosed. To: retcis cf Lloic. 4. 5
glrenge mixture of hersh Mrenek and doagrrel formens 4L is s queint
'rovinces one where rurents whe fov ut vnder tne nalser naw heve aona
Vighting under tne aAllied beon 5.

g lurp

P
-

This ves the trrritery cur neticid bettl ed through f'row
runewihr in the Colmer n:ctor, Lo onr ; Ao dv Mooonilloor ol
Hegenau aeres. Occurying defensive rositions during the wonth, our
guns harrted the enouy. ‘umoroua werpebed  enewy rersennel, tenca, em-
rlaced machine gvne, end strong vointe were telien uncer fire, with ex—
cellent remulhs rerorted.  fnd, as the monith Jdrevw Lo & close, the Jab~
telion wes relieved for & short revied of reorpenizeonicn gnd training.
Cur corbet record contimued o cliub steedily.  On Fobruary ohta, the
dey ve were rdieved, 375 combet dayn Wil o0 Lhe credil sids of dhe
Jetielion's ledsers

fecuyying rositions ev furtzenhousen, bie mentid be,cn dnsugpi-
cicuely. noutine ectivities, cerried over Trow %ae rrevious month,
coniinued without varistion. 7ne weobnery which bad heen cold, Cltelly €U,
and mebting snows end unsessonel thews wade tuesmires out ol Tertile
fields. any rowds wers under vwitor, end smeintenance of vehiel o vwen
mede more diffieult by the rough conditions. Alternsts rositions werc
sel ected in the vieinity of fries, in lins With he rolicy of being pre-
Fared for any eventuality.

Febriuary ond continued vnzventiul, but on the following dey, the
141at Infentry, which we surrert d; b rn en operation on Herrlish i
Toovzh the enemy wes not Bggreasive on thia f'ront, e wes sensitive to
ary MOve on our rert. aupporting the infentry etieck, our guna Firzd
over 60U rounds into enway poaitions in the derrlisheln cven, with sx-
cell nt resvlts rerorted. s the obbeck rrogresped; a8 refort Wes re-
ceived thet Pee & James %- Taylor, 17000078, Bettery dgm, renngylvenie,
had been sever<ly weunded whil e lecding & forward chasrver rerty with the

s Gt



O Boar plise in iecicg. G VIowed o olven lae
: gtbeneion gnd wsvpoousse s nire tas slyo roseeived tost
1 i+ N0zen, 2CurazEd, Texes onl lfc [houes I well s,
-

svbe S ogter 7. fg-

= v Yo" . N ‘ +
25812520, Texes, both of Rebtery MuM Mol Baon LY I aanlol on

Jlbhivery 2od, bud after treetuent nel returned o iy e abineit
ou Terriishein ves neetine with succeas bhoughe vie caecy o
to remigt very swronsly. Al Bhaueh ooy Srannyg nod PenerLd e pouthern
cdze or tae Lown, s vithdrawsl Wap ordereds Uy uns Lired g protec—
tive GUOH € BCrEen, Bo thet Jovessnts woulsd he nldéden fron the ¢TI e

LFLving Herrligheis bebbered, the ebleciin. treors tcoc ur yositions
in weyersheir, ri.g rp Teutings

on the Dy of Ffebrvery notificetion was received et tue lnvend=
in; infantry oreretions hied been ecancelled end thet the combel Lean
would move to s new sector. A reconnalissalice was wede during the day
for positiong in tie vicinity or beldergcheficl snein, pnd roelblicns
golvoted end aurveyzi.  rhe Fkst aFa e wes to relieve s in thig
8octors  Flans vers sade for digrlsein, the bathtalion carly the next
nosningy and all instellations notili.g.  Qur normal sursort of the
181 ot Wmleatry wes Lo be taien over by the SUlgb 470 sn. go long es
the infentry raveined in the lineg in ihig ElEm.

IBrly the next morning, the betlazlion displaced to the ypozitions
gt eldorgcheffal shein. ieh bettury woved es s sin le unit, tiws ag=
siring conetort srtillery fire ot o)l vimeg. it addition to the nor—
mal forwerd observer Guotes, we weire insiructed to Len & bgtteliaon
Obscrvetion pogt. sy wid=eft. rnoon, :l11 instellelions were renorted
Irid, guns were registered and vrelr t9 rosume their heraseing of
the ensuy. a revort wes rcecived leboer in tiae ley thet tn. mtire
Tilst Mmreniry ted heen reliey:d in the olu vosition snd were moving
into a n.w one.

™o oelxth ey of tae month foun. “he Patioalion Tollowin: routine
BCtivitisn, hoe qin AW RNs Wire o reinforc: ouy 10, -g Shd moved
tu rositivcrs in 4he vieinity of {aide ashaf ol gheim. 4 revert wes
recsived during tie day 4het Tec 9 rlcherd de Gielduan, 55515893,
Headquarters Rattery, Icnnsylvanis, hed bhsen alizbtly wounded by
shell fragmentg. 4oy receiving Lresboont rrom our welicos e re-
tvened to “Uiye Recguse of Hhe long yeriod of Lire roy vaich we hed
Seen commitied to cozbat, sev-orsl ress cenbers bud heen get up through=
out france in Leveys Teris, Rein lis msins snd et Hrumssls, 3.1, ium.
“Oibery of the orpanizetion weps Lifted from the Jirt end vestiucbion
B Tirr o8 e Pront lincs ond vlaced in iie clesnliness, couwfoit und
sal'ety of tnege conberg. "Ticy were lilte Lhyee dey veentiong in the
widad o0 4, N froua, busgy ssason, and cgch wan looded forwerd to nis
chance ts -q.




Lioule o fuyoetent wecovoy 4 oavring Wi Toh e7. oua 0F rsbe
& Weg npdt A0 Lo ovicnloy 20 Tpeocuillor on

cbed and sirv yedo  Wll Lirin toese
e T

hedin. C'Ji‘i:w.;n'ulf PO L S e td

aissd bueswge oo oot dverflowing or

wigwing 2a e o oavy  sntha widen

in the st rnoon of the Sth, lesdigr—

iltretion to dries woere the 2@bizlion
iy e

toeis
W el

4.
wit o e

remginder orf AV burbuellon rescaed
Ve vieinity of taoowiller bed'tre dswn on bhe
vth of suen JiJiieulty wes oel withodn ovin. the guns

for s Mace I necsssery 0 winew ell yoiicles ena Suns
Frov Lh o rogitions.  wany wincs blgg Waré Hrofen enl it ves found

necessery oo eve becvier vehicl g brov, ot vy we wine ot the equipe

went.  Tewrorerily, th: betuelion wes %0 coinfores th. fires of the
1z3rd Fi 1d Artillery mettelion, g shing an loderbry atieck on
Jruigenbein. A1 dring toils tTerisd we vere Mohting avse o eoond
417 cia nad heen in the peth of the tnruvst of the armon abhe.nt to
recarture Strashairr. Tiot uttenrt hey been unsuccessful and now
there waa a8 stusdy hattle unicrwey Lo dyive thew frow the weshsrn
hant of the phine River.

Cn February 1Uth, we onee sgein tooil ov o lir:set su, ort of
tire 1Mlgt Infontry, whicw r:lwrned to the lines. an observeiion
roat wes set ur in Herrlishein, which had been capitr-d egrliszr in
the moenths  On Februery 1lth, the batbtelion commeni rogu wmovea fromg
Grive Lo JenbiolTen whieh wes g orore centrelly loczted yluce. The
50lat AFA Ra- wes to reinforce our fires while ons LE2rd Pleld ar-
tillery Tettalion was o he in cenerel supreits  Ones spein, thess
Were congldered defwngivs romitiong.

Tie next thrie days were routine and litile of importence oc=
cvrred. zand Lit. %illiaw ole, 13, U=shlpod, Llebrag.s, ri) orbed for
duty on Februery 13th, end wee essi_ nsd to pati ry ngw, as Artiliery
“baerver. The weether wes v.ry ol ar and such vir getivivy was no—
te=de  uring the dey Uthe bebislion fired mmerous smois shella on
Oruigenhieim to uarl 14 Fod aly cortg sbleca, and Froo oo venter e
reints veo cowlld ger the F-47'as reel oif, dron thelr housbs, and then
resurn Lo strafc the senersl eres.  Ib was en dlmrrassive algnt.

A demonstration of L. Jogit suze wes wade on fenreery 1Eth by s

rerty Irow army Crinsnce.  Some enesy air setivity wes noticed ond

n the 15th enesy planes flew over bhe ar-p pnd % ors telien under fire
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by ouy gursortins cubi~sliproruibe. Tenm. . .i nuh LS%god oUr
ingiglletbtione en. Uhelr obizeile: 14 onob b pasurhslleds

Tiz T8lab Ars e was zeiioved ol v olnfoielng ovr . res on Feb-
roery 17ehs A1 wrdor sidls peirkza tne betlellon wes Jiris .cany
wiggionz covovins the eclivities of infentbry retrols. Iuaercus enewy

i

cuns end ten:is and cergonnel Were telsn unler ire witi: our ohservers
;ﬁgortinx exe-1lent reavliss  ooomnition wes s6ill limic.. L0 souc ae-
gres, end winile Piring wes steedy, vie smawnision wes noi ok ciud
gt} eaply.  [he fcollowing dey pesced witnout incia.nte on the loth,

T

‘reconnalssencs wes wade in the vicinioy of neiderolivordy, raleiive
toe nrw seetir to b oceupled by the Jvislone French foicss were
to relicve the 14lat Reglmentel Coahel feg. of vialch we werz & terd,
and yrevarations wzre Lo b wede 10 wove wnen ey rerorted reesdy to

Jeeuty tne secltor.  nany elrerszft were ohssrveld over wr insuellae™
tiong on the 20th, and though the hostils rlanes Jid sose svrefing,
it wee not in our inmedicte er-o. -

Rumers ™ .re thicl inut the bebbelion was to be r.lieved, and
were ziven Iurti r veight wien & 1:701% weer-ccoived thet the Jrench
Lorces ned their erbill:ry in rosition end were risdy to cov.r b
s.ctor. Lete that evening, notilicebtion was recsivad tuet wie lllst
Tni'antry hed bezn comyletely reclicved by Fr.neh forcess

4 neov reconnaisesncs wes wede o0 Februery opud Loy g training
eres, sinc. Uhe erea essigned wes found ¢o be cceuriede ond Lis iure
vey 0+ iuryeer, Jr., U-11&€zy80, urhem, iLorih Osroline, reported for
duty end wes gagigned to 2wbtbery WO gs artillery (bs:rver. Several
reconneissances wWere meda during the day, end lele thet alt.rnoun
Vendennelm wes selected as th. best sres. 23illeting parti:s wera
disratched to errangs for the billeting of the batbalion when it
moved theres  Februery 24th found the batbelion coupl etely reliwed
end ready to move. Complete rluns were drswn ur for trainin: end
for celibretion of the guna. 3y widdey, %he bettslion wee settled
in its new cositions and reorgenizution vwes stert:d immediavely.

4nd po pessed another month of cowbat. It wes an unusuel month,

Tor it had been very gquieb. 0OF 2ll the 375 days of combset which our
battal ion had endured, th se ok deys in Februery had heen the calmest

“To"end consequently the ones best liked.
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deidman, Richard .

]

dells, Thomaa 7.

Hogan, Cheater C.

Tay Lor, Jaaca /.
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ar, LY lland Pennoylvania
3light {Duty)

*y Lt Tewple 7Texas

lichs (Duty)
37, lLecerations. Toexas
of wouth &

lower jam. Slight
(Duty)

Gad, Lt
Forearis
Svacuated

Pennsy lvania -,
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AWAIDS_AND DECURATIONS

NANE RANK ~ Al.S.N. AWARD .HESIDENCE UNIT
Lieb, Bernard ond Lt. -1} Mool ailver Star New Jersey Hq- Btry.

pohlke, Bugene A. lst Lb. Q-nlAuns glhlver slar Indiana Hg-

miggins, Wallace T. lst Lt. 0-117328l  pir Medal Migséuri Hq. Btry.
{(5th Clugter)

lee, Monte R- Tac Iy sOBRAGTL ALr Medal Taxasg Hq. Btry.
{1st Cluster)

!
SECRET



HEA. ARTERS 33137 FLF:2 SRTLLLFAY Ba.
APO J34, .0, 3. ARMY

BATTALAON HEADQUART ER3

Crrick; luther E,
Ayers, Ross

Ramey, Robert M,
Kane, Raymond E,
Rich, Henry A., Jr.
Georgs, David J.
Ssmple, Ernest [,
Jessup, 41illiam J,
Flening, Richerd 3.
Blaokwell, Leslie L,

‘HEAD QJJARTERS BATTZIRY

Amweg, Frederick I,
Boehm, Murrel D,
Hendley, Johnny R,
Ssmple, Rey T.
BATTERY A"
Fielder, Jesaa i,
Memary, George N.
Oollier, J, B.
Lieb, Bernard
McFann, Russell B,
““""Pordner, Ralph B.

BATTERY "pY
O'Brien, stephen J,
Gire, Kennoth P,
MacIvor, James R,
luptak, Jerry D,
Bontrager, Avan J,
BATTERY "0

Mauz, Kilian H,
Bright, #illlem H,
Brown, Thomas S,
Sloat, Ernest H,
Gold, Wiillam, I:
Puryear, Harvey C.

SZRVAOE BATTERY
larsen, Kenith o,
Armitago, Samuel P,
Hahn, Howsrd '/,
MEDICAL DETACHMENT
Ousson, Oharles J,
“"TARRANT CFFIQ=RS
Nolme, Lewis J,
Yatson, Billy

0~357391
0-378526
0-36400%
0-1165519
O~L 16424
0=-2553715
0-380569
0-41%050

0-1175946"

0-1175947

0-117592%
0~1179784
0-2056285
0=1184202

0-452540

0-116709%
0-1173193
0~1184254
0-1052068
0-1180123

0-1170510
0-1176637
0-1176713
0~553281
0-526605

 0-413791

0-1175953
0-1180130
0-1175619
0-541229

0-11635%0

0-~11665357
0-1175924
0~1176650

0~1696811

4~2104334
W=213152%

RIBTER  OF COFFICER3
Mnjor Bn. Q. 0,
Mejor Bn, Zxec, 0O,
gnptain  RBn, S-3%
Gopbalin  Aent, Bn, 3«3
Qapiain  pn, 3-2

Znd Lb. Asab. Bn, -2
Captoin  An., 7. C.
Copiain  Bn., L, O,

et 1Lt Bn. L. C.

ot Lt. Unessigned
Saptain  C. 0.

lat 14, Biry, Com. O.
1ot 14, Lislson Fllot
204 14, Lisisen Filot
Captain g, @,

let L&, Iren, O,

st Lbt,  Arty. Chs.
ant I, Artv, Cha,
and Lk, Arty, Chs.
21‘]5‘ Ll :“thy. Che .,
Captaln 2, G,

st L&, Exoc. O,

lat b, Arty. Gbs.
2ud L. Arty. Qbs,
and Lt Arty. Chs,
Coptoin o, C.

Ist L%, Fxec. O,

lat 1t, Arty. Chbs,
rd L. prfy. Cbs,
Znd L, prty, Cba,
2md Lt, frty, Obs.
lst Lt.  ©.0, & Bn, S~4
let Lt.  Mumn, Cfficor
st LL, Bn. Hobor O,
Qaptain  On, 3urgoon
0, 4. On Fursonnel (.
W.C.(jg) Assi. Bn. 3-4

—

AR TP Fo
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1 March 1945

Temple, Texan
Waxahaghle, Texas
Penfleld, Pennsylvanis
Nerristown, Penn.

Salt Lake 0lty, Utah
Cloveland, Oklahoma
Bryan, Texas

Houston, Texes
Philadelphia, Penn,
Buffalo, New York

¥est New York, N, J.
Chicagzo, I1lipois
Felzstine, Texas

St. Louis, Ho.

Bartow, Florida
Brooklyn, New York
Lakeland, Florida
Newark, Ne# Jersey ,
El Monte, Gelifornia
Kutztown, Penn.

Roxbury, Massachusettis
Pittoburg, Kanaas
Hazel Park, Michigan
Lincoln Perk, Michigan
Cherokes, Oklahoga

Arvada, Colorado
Yest Roxbury, Mass,
Konmore, New York
Caribou, Meine
Lirooln, Nebranka

" ‘Durham, North Qaroclina

——
Iy

ot

3t.James, Mihn,
Lym, Mass, )
Dixon, illinoie

Lyndonville, vi.

Lockney, Texas
Slaton, Texes

-
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dez il
U:;IT H 15 1ﬂt Te e Bne
SiGir 1 February 1945
TC '+ 1 ijarch 1945
T T 0400
DATE . TIiE . oIssie Phats L eRPIL, RESULTS
Feh Q luse-1130 Beciatralinn 120108 51 Satisiactory
1550-1552  Adj Prep 7ir-, 170187 15 Satisfac tory
1717-1750 e ' I3u-120 5 Satisfactory
1732-1754 n 1 n 1475197 0 Satisfactory
Feb 11 1ug0-1050 Dasigtraticn Infi-1g0 7 Satisfactory
13ue-1315 e 13124 11 Satislactory
Feb 1, {}850-{3850 Adj Prep 7ira Li--1gh 8 3atisfac tory
085C~1150 Registration 1458108 57 Satiafac tory
Fab 14 VIS -2 L0 Regpistratiion Lodie1od 5 3afisructory
1335-1345 " oo =164 12 Satisfactory
Feb 19 1i15-1150 Reglatrssion 158 -190 i1 Satisfactory
1i25-1145 e Innag 14 Batisfactory
1220-1240 " Lafi-1gr 9 Satiatactory
1155-120u " 157-1o8 7 Satialactory
Li55-1440 ¢k Dae, Tiren L7Z=17n iz Satistac tory
H45=14%0 Gk Dar, Wires Las-17 4 3aniafactory
Feb 2L lusO-lile Aepistration Lokl 100 11 Satisfac tory
Tab 25  090U-U930 lecigirasion 150108 10 3atiprac tory
1U50- 1045 " Lapi-1 o 25 Basisfactory
124Uu1juj= Regiztrat ion P58 up 15 Satisfactory
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L / M 3 9 April 1945

SUBJICT: Trensmittal ol sister ical Rocords and History of Or=-
ganizatlon with Tonelugionge :

4

T0 +  Comnanding Grnaral, 76U Infantry Divisilon, APO F30
U- S A.l'ﬂ'v-

1. Transsltted horowlth ls the cecord of the 13let Field Ar-
tillery Battallon antilied "Operatlons iu Fraace and Germany, Harch,

19450,

2, The oporuotlore oy Lhix pattalion were both defensive and
offensive during the el Af iaroh, and She pattalion witnassed com-
bat in both fluld and atetie oltuatlons. The first of the month, the
first end secnnd ol lwrehy waro drynted to training, and on the Ard,
the Battalion moved into the live and occupied positions in the vi-

cinity of Harthaussn, Fronce. Stppor bing the 1418t Infantry Regiment,
the situation rowained dnlensive until the morning of March 13th, when

the 2nd Bne, lilst Infaulry cetabliohed & br idgohead across the Moder
River in Hagonemu. Up nniil this tline, the month was unsventful and
practically nothing uew cpourad.  Bub from the 13th to the 3let, new
conclusions ware reeched swl wity old cins omphasizeds The main of-
Fensive wae begun on tha 15th und alter soue three daye of slugging
with the enemy, Hagznoau wed 1o tnkon, the forost ves cleared and we
were on our woy to the Slapried Lime. Tt was the rataking of Hagon-
eau, the clearing of tun Hogoicau rergsh and tho penetration of the
Siegfried Line deferacn et gave ug our principal conclusions for
the month.

3, Conclusions from the oparations are as followst

a. Lipght mytillery can ba used in towns and villages to
prevant movemenb and Torcs enniny troops into basementia; b medium
and heavy artillery mnl bo used for duotructions. Buch was the
cape in tha offensive nchion in logeusdu. Light artillery was
accuratply adjusted bafore belng used For closs—in support. Results
wore the deatruction of doflennlve positions.
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b edlus .t aoavy o tillery mast be used in attacklng
atrongly fortifist pecitlone, much ta the legfried Line for tifi-

cabions. Tc sccuralely =liust this Pirc on strong points, the Alr
OP should bo used, i’ procible, “or tho od justoenta. Prisoners of
War sbtated that many cweuallicn wero mistained {rom accurately ad-
justed wedium ard hiznyy rrtillery fired on concrete pillboxes.

g, Fost bwpovisnt of all conclusions reached is the
Pact that medium ani hnwvy ar Lillary miat be made available lo
combat troops on shart netlices Il2dium and heavy artillery that
is deleyed twonty or thirty mimitea because of elearing through
Higher lleadquarters will hamper any oporation when the operation
is dependent upon such suppert. IF ponsible ¢he anticipation of

such neads and the price allec¢utinn off the necossary artillery, on call

by the direct support 2 tillery, londs apeed and prompt execution
of the operatlon.

d. Emphasis nhould agzin be placed on an old concluslon
and that is, thz rapid expleitelion of any break in a defensive
line will pay dividsmde. Such wes tho case with the 14lst ROT
for the snemy was puronsd relentlosoly after breakinz through the
Moder River liue defeiscs and apein altor the penstraticn of the
Siegfried Line. T above montilened evploitations resulted in the
RCT reaching the Rhiie Jiver in ton days and the accomplishment of
another mission by tie Vilst prplmeutal Combat Team had been attained.

8. Tho oud ¢” ihs month Pourd uu preparing for the occu-
patlon ol Germun %orritrry wna% o” the Mhine River which has been
our goal Tor many moutin. he dastruction of the Garman Army, ihe
oceupation of Garuwnmys 2 Lhe lowaring of the curtain on another ep-
isode in medern warfare hoecoreo i realily.

“fzﬁpé Orceh,

;U ThER E. ORRICK
Lajar, Field Artillery
Comnmand ing
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The threo daya Lrom lmch 20 Lo varch 28th were roubtines Lit-
tle of importance octurrods Lur infantry were being relisved for
French forces were Lt uzo thla gector asg a ppringboard for & move
across the Rhina. Ocwplate rallef was nflected on March 30th. Bil-

leting parties had bpon Aont forwnrd to the vioigity of Landau, and
on the Yast day of the month, Lhe battel Jon moved to the town of

Oberhofens We wera woll Into German torritory and our miesion had
been accomplished. Tnntoud of tho usurl rellef from combat, the bat~
tallon was to be upsd np pecupntion troops. On the lest dey of the
month, reconnalgsance nnd billeling partleos left for Kalgarslaunterns
Officially we wore out of combat, with a prospect of a long relief.
After 400 deye of combnh, with slmont 200 of them spent in France
and Germany slnce 13 Auruet 194%, the battalion was settling down.
Ever since our landing in Afriea in April, 1942, we had been polnt-
ing for the day when wo sonld be fighting on Germen terrlitorye Two
years had gone by} lwo yeora ahich had essen the invasion of galerno
and all the bloody combat of Italy otched upon our record; two
years which hod sean Lho invanlon of Southern France and the famous
battle of Montelimar fnll cur ways. Our guns had played a hugs part
in bringing the war %o Gorrany. Ve had paid a price, but wo hed at-
tained all our objectivene l}ow, for a shor t while, the ball was to
bs given to other unlta Lo carry. Our job ween't dons, but a solid
groundwork had bsen Duilt, and on what wa hod sccomplished, -= in
Africa and Italy and Frence and Gormany---other units could follow
through to fipl viclery. And when ghe.t day does oome, the guns of
the 131at Fleld Artillory Patiellon will be thundering their message
of death and disaster al the Germans and at all Bggressorss

WMKW

HA§¥§ND E. KANG
Ceptdin, 131st Fe Ae Bne

HHIYTORIAN.
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DECORATIONS anD AWARDS

e RANK A. S, W, urr AVARB
Taylor, James &, Lt. Col, 0-376731 Bn, Hq. Bronze Stap
Placke, Vinoent H. Private 35790778 Hq. Btry, Bronze Star
Hunter, Willie g, Prt 1el 20814022 Btry., "pw Bronze Star
Owens, Oscar E, Prt 101 35481780 Btry, wpv Bronze Stap
?
SECRET
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BATTALIOF HEADGUARTERS

ROSTER OF OFFICERS

Orrick, Luther E. 0-357391 ¥sjor  Bn. C. O. Temple, Texas ;
Ayers, Ross 0378526 Ma jor Bn. 8=3 Waxahachie, Texas
Remsy, Robert M. 0-364093 Captein Asst, S-3 Penfield, Pemn,
Kane, Raymond E. 0-1165519 Ceptein  Bn. S=2 Norristown, Pemn,

- Bright, Williem H. 0-1175953 lst Lt, Asgt. §8-2 West Roxbury, Mass.
Garfunkel, Sylven A, 0-1166293 Captain Bn, L. C, Sevannsh, Ca,
Yauz, Kilian H, 0-413791 Captain Bn, L. 0. Arvade, Colorado
Sample, Ernest L, 0~380569 Captein Bn. L, C, Bryan, Texes
HEADQUARTERS BATTERY
Amweg, Frederick F, 0-1175923 Captaln C. O, West New York, N. J.
Boghm, Murrel D, 0-1172786 lst Lt. Btry. Com. O. Chicago, Illinois
Hendley, Johnny R, 02056285 let Lt., Lisigon Pilot Palestine, Texaes
Higgins, Wallece T. 0-1173284 lst Lt, Liaison Pilot Houstoniz, Mo.
BATTERY "A"
Fielder, Jesse W, 0-452540 Captain C, 0. Oklahoms. City, Ckime.
Mamary, George N. 0~1167096 lst Lt. Exec. O. Brooklyn, N, Y.
Bordner, Relph B, C.2180130 lgt Lb., " Arty, O. Kutz tovn, Penn.
Carter, Charlie H. O~1160842 2nd Lt. Arty, O. Sylacauga, Alabam
BATTERY "p" _
OvBrien, Stephen J. 0-1170510 Captein €. O, Roxbury, Mass.
Gire, Kenneth P, 0-1176637 lst Lt. Exec. O, Pitbtsburg, Kanses
Collier, J. B. 0-1173193 1lst Lt. Ron. O. lakeland, Fla.
Fleming, Richard §, 0-1173946 lst Lt. Arty. O, Fhiladelphie, Pemn.
MaeIvor, James R. 0-1176713 2nd Lt, Arty, O, Hazel Park, Mich,.
BATTERY "G"
Rich, Hewry A., Jr. 0-416424 Captain C. O, . Salt Lake City, Utsh
Blackwell, Leslie L. 0-1175947 lst Lt. Exec. C. Buffalo, N, Y,

. Brown, Thoms S, 0-1180130 lst Lt, Arty. O, Kenmors, N.Y.
SERVICE BATTERY
Snodgrass, Norman K. 0-405088 Captain Bn, S~& & C.0. Lubbook, Texas
Armitage, Samuel P, 0-1175924 lst Lt. Bn, Ammo. O, Iynn, Mass.
larsen, Kenith C. 0-1166637 lst Lt. Btry. .0, 5%. James, Mimm.
Hahn, Howard W, 0-1176650 1st Lt. Bn. M0, Dixon, 111,
MEDICAL DETACHMENT
Cusson, Charles J. 0-1696811 Ceptein Bn. Surgeon Lyndonville, Vt.
WARRANT OFFICERS
Nelms, Iewig J. W~2104334 Ce W. Q0. Pers, C. Lockney, Texas
Watson, Billy W~2131528  W.0.(jg) Asst. S-4 . §laton, Texzs

/0
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CCGHSOLIDATED BATTLE CASUALIY LIST

TYPE OF CASUALTY OFFICERS ENLISTED MEN TOTAL
KLA 1 0 1
DOW 0 0 0
LIA 0 0 0
SIA 0 0 0
DIA 0 9 0
VA 1 6 7
SWA 0 4 4
MIA 0 0 ) 0
POV 0 0 ° 0

1/
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NAME

Windsor, John R,

Schuette, Edwin J,

Younger, August P,
Finnerty, John E.
Windham, Alfred V.
Davies, David Ja
Sides, Ralph D,

Barmann, Paul A,
Fleming, Richard §,

Renslla, Anthony R.

Baker, Jaok E,

Dermis, Archie

RANK

UNIT BATTLE CASUALTY LIST

A. 8. N, DATE

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY

Teo 5 34593752  12/12
Cpl. 37207985 12/17
BATTERY "p"
3/sgt 38009241 12/5
¥fo 35060979 12/5
Tec 4 20813497 12/5
Pfe 33071022 12/5
Teo 5 20814041 12/8
& Lt -0-1180802 12/13
1Lt  0-1173946 12/17
BATTERY "¢"
Pr 33608075 12/12

MEDICAL DETACHMENT

Tec ¢ 20813093  12/5
Tec 5 32338620 12/5
/2

. e e e e

TYPE RESIDENCE
v —ra— A At i,

L-WC Rt' leg & Rtl
arm, LW, 1t, lag
LW, Rt, ealf

Horth Carolipa

Kansag

WIA Amputation 1% Colorado
foot, Sv, new, Traumatio

WIA MW. Face and thio

hands

WIA Amputetion both  Texas

feat, Sv. '

WIA FC Rt. Foot and Ponnsylvania
FS Rt. thigh, Sv.

WIA I and pen W of Tennesses
Rt. hand

KIA GSW in head Indiana

Pen W of Lt, side Ponngylvania

of negk =S

WIA Pun. W, Lt. upper Fenneylvania
thigh end Lt. ohest-3-

WIA Contusion of both Texas
legs

WIA Amputation L,
foot, new, Traumetic,
FS Metasal RE. Foot, 8v.

Haw York




er;n. Anthony A.

fofamm, Russall E.
Baldwin, Sldnsy A.

Boons, Jamas 0.

e (4

UNIT BATTLE CASUALTY LIOT

¥

RANK An8.1. - DALE TIPE RES IDENCE
BEADQUARTIRS BATTERY
Pfo %2357651, 5/22 KIA Now Jeraoy

BATIERY TAT

2 Lt O-1050068  3/19
Tao 5 ASHR2343), %/19

Pfo 21Ny %/19

.
s R AN 1 4 A b

PRV NPT 3 LML IR NG PR VR RS R} o

HiA,9FW Lt Leg Oalifornia

A1, Lac W Lte

thigh, 8light

WIA,8FW Rt Arm West Virginia
Upper 1/3 Fras

Gompound ; Severe

WI1A,SFW Lte Knee Norih Oarolina
81, end QOontueions

of knee, slight.

-
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HEA.  ARTERS 131ST FITLD ARTLLLERY Ba. ALLON
APO #35,.U. S, ARMY

BATTALLON HEADQUARTERS

Orrdek; luther E,
Ayers, Roas

Ramey, Robert M,
¥Xane, Raymond E,
Rich, Henry A., Jr.
George, David 1.
Jsmple, Erneat L,
Jessup, 4illiam J.
Fleming, Richsrd 3,
Blaokwell, Lealie L,

"HEAD JJARTERS BATTIRY

Amweg, Frederick F,
Boehm, Murrel D.
Hendley, Johmny R,
Sample, Ray T,
BAITERY "a"
Fielder, Jesse i,
Mamary, George N,
Qeollier, J, B.
Lieb, Bernard
McFann, Russell &,
Bordner, Relph B,

BATTERY "BY
O'Brien, 3tephen J.
Gire, Kenneth P,
MacIvor, Jeames R.
luptak, Jerry D,
Bontrager, Avan J,
BATTERY 67
Mauz, Xilian H,
Bright, William H,
Brown, Thomse 3.
Sloat, Ernest H,
Gold, William, It
Puryear, Harvey Q.

SZRV+QE BATTERY
larsen, Kenth C.
Armitago, Samuel P,
Hahn, Howard ',
MEDICAL DETACHMENT
Cusson, Charles J,
JARRANT GFF {07RS
Nzlns, Lewis J,
Yatson, Billy

0~357391
0-378525
0= 354005
0~11565519
0~415424
0-553775
0-380569
0-415050
Q=1175946
0-1175947

0-1175923%
0-1179786
0-2056285
0=1184202

0-452540

0-1167096
0-1173193
0~1184254
0-1052068
0~-1180123

0~1170510
0-1176537
0-1176713
0-553261
0-525805

0-413791
0-1175953 -
0-1180130
0-1175519
0-541229
0-11863550

0~1166537
0-1175924
0-1176650

0~1696811

W-2104334
7-2131525

ROSTER. OF OFFCERS

*

Major Bn. §. O,
Major Bn. Exec. O,
Captain Bn, S-3
Captaln  Asst, Bn. 3~3
Geptain Bn, 3-2

2nd Lt.  Asst. Bn, 3-2
Captain Bn, 5. O,
Ceptain  Bn, L. O,

lst Lt. Bn. L. C.

st Lt. Unassigned
Captain C. C.

1st Lt., Biry. Com. O.
ist 1t., Lisison Pllot
2nd Lt., llaison FPllot
captain g. G.

lst Lt, Bxec. 0.

st Lt. Arty. Chs,
2nd Lt. Arty. Chs.
2rd Li, Adrty. Cbs.
2nd Lt. Arty. Obs,
Captaln 0¢. C.

1st L4, Exce, G,

lat It., Arty. Cbs.
2nd It. Arty. Obs,
2md Lt.  Arty. GChe,
Captaln ¢, C.

lst Lt, TExec. C.

lat Lt.  Arty. Chas.
2nd Lt. Arfy. Cbs-
2rd Lt. Arty. Obs,
2nd Lt. Arty, Cbs,
lst Lt. ©€.0, & Bn, S=4
1st Lt., Munn. Cfficer
l1st Lt. Bne Motor 0.
Qaptain Bn. Surgeon
0. ¥. 0, Personnel G,

i‘}los(jg) ABB'&,. Bn. 3’&

— T '

il =R
S S . L

*

1 March 1945

Temple, Texas
Wexahachie, Texas
Penfield, Pennsylvania
Norristown, Penn.

Salt Lake City, Utah
Cleveland, Oklahoma
Bryan, Texas

Houston, Texas
Philadelphia, Penn.
Buffalo, New York

Weat New York, N, J.
Chicago, I1lipois
Palsstine, Texas

St. Louis, }o.

Bartow, Florida
Brooklyn, New York
Lakeland, Florida
Newark, New Jersey
£l Honte, California
Kutztown, Pemn.

Roxbury, Massechusatte
Pittshurg, Kansas
Hazel Park, Michigan
Lincoln Park, Hichigan
Cherokee, Oklghoga

Arvada, Colorado

Vest Roxbury, Haas.
Kenmore, New York
Garibou, Maine
Lincoln, Nebraska
Durham, North Carolina

3t .James, Mifn,
Lym, Mass,
Dixon, Illinois

Lyndonville, V4.

Lockney, Texas
5laton, Texas

e
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fab 9 1030-1130  jieristratlion
1550~1552  Adj Frep ©ir-
1717_1?'}0 - L] it
1752"175“ it 1t 1

Teb 11 1up0-10%C  pesintratien
1300-1515 "

Feb 1,  OE30-0850  adj Prop 7iy-
0E50~1150  Rarzistration

Feb b wW5-0910  Registrabion
1355-1545 "

Feb 19 1115~1150 Regpistration
1125-1145 i
1220-1240 i
1155 -120u "
L455-1440 Ok Dat. Tires
1h45=1450 Gk Dats Tire-

Feb 21 1ub0-1110 Repdstration

Tab 25 0Q0U-U93C  fardistration
LUs0-L0I5 "
1240~150%  Repiatratioo

U::IT: 13:’19’3 ?t I\.w Bﬁ.

il 1 February 1945

Lase-qons

RS TSR AN EY

TG+ 1 uarch 1945
B TN

o Fhasy o SKPOH, . RL5ULLS
170108 51 Satistactory
15007 15 Batisfac tory
1100 5 Satisfactory
EA5=-157 9 Satisfactory
1nf-108 7 Satisfactory
157 ~128 11 Satislfactory
11 -194 8 3atiafactory

108 57 Satisfac tory
15100 s Satastactory
10100 12 Satisfactory
158100 i1 Jatisfactory
In8 =10 14 Satigfactory
Lo0hw100 9 Satistactory
IRELIRRY Ity 7 Satisflactory
L7017 12 Satiatactory
Lo 4 3anisfactory
Lot 11 Jasislacbory
1At 108 10 Satistac tory

25 Baviafactory
15 Satisfactory
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CONSOQLIDAIED -DATTLE CABUALLY LIST

TYPE OF CASUALTY OFF 1CERS EMLISTED MEN  TOTAL
KIA 0 1 1
DOW 0 0 0
LIA o, 0 0
BIA 0 0 o
DIA 0 0 0
LWA 1 2> 5
. SWA v 0 0
MIA 0 0 0
POW 0 0 -0
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AVIARDS_ANJ) DECURATIONS
NAME RANK AN AWARD RESIDENGE  UNIT
1ieb, Bernard ond 4. 0-110125) silver Star New Jersey Hg. Blry.
pohlke, Eugene A. lst Lt. 0-616555  gllver Star Indiana Hq-

Higgins, wallace T. lst Lt. 0-117320h  Air Medal Misgéurl Hq. Btxy.
(5th Clugter)

1ee, Monte R. Tec Ly 20113571 pir Medal TexaB fiq- Bbry.
{1zt (Quster)

it
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HEADQJARTENS 1718T #IELL ART ILLERY BATTALION

1;*’ ( ) / " 10 May 1945

SUBJECTt | ‘fransmittal oP Iiiehoricel Records and History of Qrgan-
ization with donclusions, '

TO ¢ Comuanding Grneral, 35th Infantry Division, APQ #36,
U+ 8¢ Army. :

+ . ls Tranmmittad h-rewith ia the rocord of the 131et Field Are
tillery Battalion entitled "perationn in Germeny, for April, 1945,

- 2+ The oparntions of the Battalion for the month of April vere
different in many rospecks from those of previous months. The first
part of' the month won directed to occcupeation of that part of Germany
wost of the Rhine Rivor, which had been cleared of resistance by ‘
units of the Soventh Arvy. Thig part of our operations occupled a
major portion of ths month and many protlems were met and dealt with.
Realizing that the propor lmpresnion should be mede on the conquered
peoplee of Germany, the baek of occupation, without adequate prepara-
tion on our part wan hopun and conbtimied in the best manper poasible.
During the last few dnye of April, the Pnttalion aseumed the role of
combat and we were on tho rinal lep of a race to destroy the Germsn
Army.. This trek wan nimilar in many respects to the one north of
Rome and the ons through outhern Franco, with ons excaption and that
wae the great distancos covernd each day. fThe 141nt Regimental Com-
bat Team moved great distencon daily, the Artillery going intc posi=
tlone several tiuwes ench dny, -Ciring from some positions at 'a rapid
rate for a ehort peried of tims and then march ordering and moving to
another position. '

J« Conelusiona from thig month's operations1

. a. Trangltion from the role of combat to one of ococupa--
tion of enemy territory presente many problems and, if possible,
combat troops should be thoroughly oriented as to their mission and

s gerar o 9T TR
g b '

RESTTCRTION CRANGED T01

P

Y S

¢

|

(MU

ek ot ooa o SgRig ) !

VY VYR ADRTIVRNRLY el G RTYR
Fiogin | a8
o ‘

L




b oy,

~ e GRS

the best posaible wayn of acoomplishing the misslon.

b. Allied Military Government officials were not definite
in their instructions ho us and o noGoBOArY printed mater ials were
not made available to u? tymatintelys This cauped some delays and
rotarded the establighment of Hilltary Government in the occupied
arséfs ’

c. Bacaunan of the Hon-Fraternization policy, which this
pattalion has strived to follow ho the letter, occupatlion was ren~
dered much easier than had there bean no such policy. And with the
proper explenation of nn-Ere bornization to combet troops eand the
reagons for non-frabornizaticn the troops of this Battalion bave
responded in an affirmabive mAnmAY almon t 100%he * '

d. No signiflcant sopelusiont were drawn from our opera-
tiona for the last throo daya of the month, but the irocps of the -
15ist Pield Artillery nattalion, after a rest from combat duties for
pome twenty-soven dayn, phioynd a keen interest, 8 renewed desire to
end the fight with Germrny, porforming thelr duties promptly and
with the realizetion timt the aud was maer, the end of the month
found the Dekfalion inslde Mstria and on the way %o Pinal victorye ;-

EgUTH.\"ﬂR E. ORRICK LR

Lts Cole, Field Artillery o
Oommanding . : e

Rl
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April was a month dilfsrent fron any other the 13let Field
Artillery pattalion had epont overamesss [or twenty-seven daye, the
Battalion occupled sectors of Gormany tha®h had been cleared of enemy
troops. Sectors that w2 had fought over and had helped clear. Faced
with a completsly new sifuation ard stnrting from scratch, the Baita-
lion entered into its tzahn willy a show of eperpy that belied ite 407
days spent in combat. Doepite tho fact that soms Germen territory
had been ocoupled, it was found nocessary to deviee specific sye tems
and methods to encompass the scrsoning, pntrolling and investigating
of the populeted centarn in our sector. Covering a wide area, 1t was
found mocespary to plnee frem oro-third to ons-half of the Battalion
persomsl on thigse tasks. Training acliadiiles were lnatituted, bui
Military Government sclivitior wira given priority over all eles.
Thers had been 1ittlo lims ko prepare for the sudden influx of tasks
given the Rattalion. Cpersting undor Reglmental control end working
in close cooperntion with the Allind Military Government personmel,
the Battalion was cowmudsd for the mannor in which it handled all
functions.

On April 28th, bhe Bottelion was recommifted to combeat,
relieving the 861st Field Avtillary Battalion of the 63rd Divielon.
It was the entry to a "rak rnes? thet far surpassed anything the
Battalion bad ever wituenned. Relling slong the roads, egainst dia-
organized resistance, ths heart of southorn Germany lay exposed be-
fore us. Tremandous pownr {eead the crumbling enemy forces, and
their delaying actiorn wiro wask abtempts to defer — but not stop
-- the avalanche of vengennce that wes heading for the last redoubt
of Naziieml

French Forcon hind completed theoir relief of our positions
on the last day of March. HMarch orders were received on April 2nd,
and the Battalion moved out frow Chorhofen, Germany to Glan-Munchen-
hausen, Gérmahys The rector which was to bo screemsd contaimd al-
most twenty~elght villugnn and towne in & circle around Glan-Munch-
erhausen. As the convoy moved along the road, four prisoners were
captured by Major Rosa hyers, 0-%76526, pattalion Executive Officer,
Waxahaohie, Texas. fThls was Sthe fore-rumner of what was to coma at
the end of the month; for when the Battallon was recommitted to com-
bat, prisonere wore soc mimrous, some difficulty wes encounterad in
handling them. Turivg the perilod of occupatlon, the Battalion re-

meined under control af the L4lot Infantry. Immediately upon arriv-

ing at Glan-Manchenbauszn, conlorences were held and a basic oub~-

lins drawn up as to how Lhe occupational getivities were to be handled.
-1 -

BT TR




P el S

PR T L

goreening tesan woere orghnized rom each Battery, and
tha towns under our conhrel, dlvided up, 80 that they could be
pys tematically checked, ail re-shacked 1if necessarys The problem
of puarding the hupe ares who rolved by croating check posta on
each road at the outer poar imatar of the sector, and having rov-
ing patrols roam through the entiro orea at odd houra, INumerous
prisoners of war were uncovered hy the scresning of the popule-
tion and many suspilcioun parsond trrpad in to counter-intel Li~
gence corps cages for tpves bipation.  One humorous sidelight was
having every person quaationad domy vehemently that he had sver
bean connected with the Wnml Party. ALl voodad aread were gsarcn-
ed. Some hilltop fortificabions, comple te in evary deteil, and
covering the entira yal lev, were 1neaked by one gsgrching team.
The advance had been 30 rrpid through thin part of Germany, that
the enemy had never bamn ahla 1o mako use of Gthem.

Screening wes ¢omplaled on April 7th, and quar tering
parties departed on s recrmmaienance in the vicinity of Schiffer-
atadt (46-88). On the noxt day, whe Battnlion moved to Schiffer-—
atadt, and imedlately upon ary lval wend into occupation acbivi-
tiss. The local Rurgoumeinter of aach town was used as the spokeB-
man and all petitions fro the population had to be presented
through him. Training sohedulss were inpntituted on April 9th,
but were subjugmbad bto tha nesda of pocupatlon. gehifferstadt
hed been previously poresned, and our work was that much easliere
Tn addition to the migaicn of pocupying tho aree west of the
Rhine, the 36th Infoniry fiyinion was to be responsible for the
sacur ity of the Sevenbh frmy [lear- Thia mesnt more guard duty for
the Battalion. The DPatinlion &-3. fnptnin Reymond E. Kans, 0-1165519 5
Norristown, Ponnaylvanln, drew up guard pootn, check pointa and
patrolling routes and tho Pattelion setiled down o the routines
of occupation. On the 1ith of April, the Ih3rd A. As Ae Bne wes ré-
lisved from attachwent to thism pattnlion, a8 wap Cannon Company,
1418t Infantrye. Both uanite raver tad back to control of their or-
ganizations. A hupe anomy ammunition dump and & large rofugee
banracks were uncovered in tho pattalion sacior and pleced under
guarda ,

On April 17th, one firing babttory departéd for a ftrain-
ing area in the vieinity of Rowson (20-0%) to work in conjunction
with thes Infantry. Doesplto the tremendous amount of work occupé-—
tion had thrust upon ths Batiallomn, training was effective. Infor-
mal retreats ware hold ond milltory discipline emphasized. HNon-
Fraternization wes stressod. Ab o time were any personnel guilty
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of vielating any repulations in ragard to fraternization.

Reconnaisnance and guar tering parties departed for
Gollheim, Germany (25-1U) on April 2let. GElements of bhe
28th Diviaion were %o rrlinsve un in the Schifferstadt pec-
tor. Mumerous problems had arjsen tlroughout the period of
occupation, and whilo ne standard method of dealing with un-
usual cases which cemm up was posnible, et no time was the
Battalion faoed with anything which proved insurmountable.
Complete relief by thie 20th Divislon wen effected on April
22nd, and early the noxt morning the Pafitalion displaced to
Gollheim, Gormany (25-1C). The Pnttalion was notified that
it would move to an annevhly aree in the vicinity of Wericsw
helm, preparatory to rnturning to combat. Tho battle of
Germany was drawing towerda its close, and just as we had been
in on it at the begimning, no wsro we to be there when hoa-
tilities coanod.

On April 25th, the Battalion beld a full field in-
spec tion, and was highly commended for the condition of equip~
ment, records and perscnmnl. At 0500 hours, 26 April, the Bat-
talion left Gollheim on the lowg rida to the fronte The Rhine
River was left far behind as well over 200 miles of Germany wes
coverede Rendezvouslng in Langanou {76-22), further orders were
raceived to contime rolling until reliel of the 63rd Division
could be effected. Tha muemy was in full retreat and the "rat
race"” was on. Barely pauaing for sleep, Lhe Combai Team har-
essed the Germans, until ap tho month drew to a close, hordes of
them passed through tha Infantry prisoner of war cagess

Early the following worning, tho Battalion displaced from
Langenau to a rendezvous area nb Ateinlkirch, Germanys The situsw
tion wae so fluid, srd conmunicatlons so etrung out, it was almosi
imposeible to keep inTormed of all that went on. The Dapube River
wes bthe next borrier to ho creonsed. That, too, was left far behind
as wo rolled over milne of Corman territory. On April 28th, the
Battalion agsembled in Unker Moltingsn (285-560), and relieved the
8618t Field Artillery Battalion, which was part of the 253rd Regl-
mental Combat Temm. The Milet InCantry, which we suppor ted during
the period spent in combal, had also completed relisf of the 253rd
Infantry, of the 63rd Division. As evening fell, the Battalion dis-
placed once again to furlnch, Oarmery (29-51). It was here that we.
saw our firet concentration camp, and the living wreecks which had
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received. But sven no the vehicles limed up in convoy order, the
move waa cancellad.

A strange month, April. For twenty-five days, the Babte-
lion had forgotten the tonnien of combak. Occupation had not been
a rest, mersly a chang: of dutlecs. The days had been full. The
last three days had Corel the Dattalion ectively engeging the en-
emy. His days had mev juwmbared aver since the break-through of
the 8legfried Line, 2n! no wo pushed through Baveria towards Aus-
tria, everyone felt thnlt it wap just "manapa® until unconditional
purrender would appenl o the Jdofoated legions of Hitler. The
131t field Artillery Balktalion hnd coue a long waye eince the 2mnd
of April 194% when it had sailed ror Africa. The stories of
Africa, Italy, France aml ermmiy wore omblezoned on ite inpignia.
One one thing remainod --- Finol Vietoryll

g T -

RAYHOND E. KANE
Ceptain,” Pield Artillery
HISTORIAN
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b? Cuy gt oprbin. b T by e oo ler L Lioonal o souEcd wur
ingtellabiung unm. oo lp TRl v 0 L nul De wattrvediled

Mo Jeleb g b w0l wel v v linberelne our Jires ua Feb-
resry 17the  wll ool wlor pioa coe belielion wos Sirin. ceny
issdons cov ocine e weldivic oo ool Inleatry rebrols.  [ULerous ey
guns end ben s end  cesemel wers bploen vnley fire with our ohaervors
rerorving rxe 1lent ) 30l L senibion wes sbill limdt.. Lo scae ae=
crecy end vndle Piviee wng ;u“LJj, eos smaunicion wes not S cnaud
r.citlegely.  jhe Lollowlios ooy ‘&aaej a.unouu lnCld ﬂu- Ln e lyth:
a reconnalosenes wer ade In ot
tu o oney cortly ko poeut §ood bn Jlvigion.  French fJi”F“ viare
te relicve the 1l stk satel Ooobel es of vaich we wers e orerd,
and rrevareblions vz an e L0 v Woien baey rerorted reedy be
sccury tir . gselors. prreltowir: 0hszrveld over wr instella™
tions on the 2uth, an: Mot hosbile plaenes did sone svrefing,
it wes nob in cur Genclicbe ur ope

Raers » pre owaizh Lhwd 4 bedbslion was to be y.lieved, mnd

Were siven turbts rowe hib Wi onore, ol wesrcceived thet the Srench
forces hod their eriii ry in 1osition end were rosdy o cov.r tn.
guetors  Latl thot cvoaing, nobilicelion wes received thet wviae 1hlagt
Tnfantry hed baen eon:' olely rlicved by fr.nch Lolcess

A N reconnnianoie wos fe v febroery o2nd Loy s training
eres, sinc. Lae pyep ﬂ*ui“n‘d Founld vo be oceunded. ond Lite Qupr-
vey M iuryesr, Jre, v Jraeny Lorth Gsrolina, reroried for
duty end wes essi;n;d avonmtloyy WA ogn Artillery Cbessrvere  Seversl
reconnaissances vore o<l ering tne doy, snd lebe thet slf%.rnoun
Vendenheim weg scl ccbed ps o heal srog- Ailleting parti.wgo vwere
digratehed bo erran s for G Lillebing of Lhe bab uallon when it
moved thore.  Pabrorry ohibh found the Lecbelion comoletely relicved
end resdy to move. Coutlcobte vlans wore drswn up for trainin- and
for calibrotion of th- suna- 3y widday, the battelion vas settled
in its nrw resitiong pn! revrceniuotion wea start:d inmediately.

And so vessed rnolb oy osenth of couhet. It wes an unususl month,
for it had be.n very quies. Of gll the 37% dpys of combat which our
battal ton had endred, th ae oh deys in Fsbruery had been the calmest
"7 ~and consequently fhe onca bust lilced.

b:lln]h, 1519t Fe A« Bn-
HISTOHIAN
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JUBJACT Trapnsnittal ol Jiabor lesl Recor:ds and History of Or-
ganization with Tonclusiond.

TO s Comnanding Genaral, JOAR Infantry Divieion, APO #36
U. 5. Avemys

1. Transmitted harowith ip the recerd of the 15lst Field Ar-
tillery Battalion entitisd 1gprrations in Fraace and Germany, March,

19457,

2, The operatiors =¥ thiv PBatiallion unre both defensive and
offensive during the panthy ol Hrchy ard she Battallon witnessed com-
bat in both fluid and atatic oituntiona. The first of the month, the
pirst and secord of iaroh, woro deyoted Lo treaining, and on the 3rd,
the Battalion meved Imbe Hho 1inn and ccceupled positions in the vi-
cinity of llar thausen, [y inec. mppor Ving the 1418t Infantry Regiment,
the situation remained depengive untdll the morning of March 13th, when
the 2nd Bu., t/ilat Infontry netablinhod 2 bridgehead across the Moder
River in Hagsnesu. Up mibil thig hime, the month was unsventful and
practically nothing vey cecurads put from the 134h io the 3lat, now
coneluslens wars reached sud waigy old ones emphasized. The main of-
fanaive wae begun on Lho 1%th and after oome three days of sluggling
with the enemy, Haganpoiau wind ratnkan, thi: forest wae cleared and we
were on our way to the giogrled Lingz. Tt waes the reteking of Hagon-
eau, the clearing of tue ilagenszen Teresd and the penetration of the
SlegPried Line defen:en that gave us our principal conclusions for
the month.

3, Conclusions frem the operationn are B8 follows?

a. Light artillery can ba uged in towns and villages %0
pravent movemant apd fores eneny Lroops into basements; tub ued fum
and heavy artillery munk he vssd for dentruction. ducn was the
case in the offensive achion in Hogeneau. Light artillery wos
accurately adjusted to7nre helng used (or close-in support. Results
wore the destruction of dofennive positionse
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be lediw =) heavre artiller; wmast be used 1n atbacklng
stronzly fortified poeiston?, such ma the Slegfried Line fortifi-
cations., T¢ sccuralely :2just thie Pire2 on strong polnte, the Alr
OP should be used, i7 prusible, “or ths 2djustments. Prisonera of
War stated that many cooualtics wers oustained from accurately ad-
justed medlum and boavy wrtillery Pired on concrete pillboxos.

c. JFost lwperimnt of ull conclusions reached is the
fact that mediuva and henvy artillery mich be made available %o
combat btroops on short noblice. Iediuwm and heavy artillery that
1s deleyed twenty or th'rty mimbes beoeause of clearing through
Higher Headquerters will hemprr eny operntlon when the operalion
ls dependent upon such sprort. If ponsible the anticipation of
auch needs and the prior 2llecution of the necessary artillery, on call
by the direct support oitillery, lends speed and prompt executiion
of the operation.

de FEmphasle should agzin be ploced on an old concluslon
and that ie, the rapld axploitntion of mny break in a defensive
l1ine will pay dividends. Zuch wen tho cnse with the 14lst ROT
for the enemy was pursus! reolentlessly al’ter breaking through the
iloder Rlver line defevs~r and ugein alter the penstration of the
Slegfried Line. Tho abovs menbiscned evplolitations resulted in the
ROT reaching the Rulie filver In ton days and the accomplishment of
another mission by the 1ilst Rrgimantal Combat Team had been ebtained.

a. Tho ond o” the month Cound uu preparing for the eccu-
petion of CGerman terviicry weel o7 the Mhine River which has been
our goal for many monilit. The dostruction of the German Army, the
oceupation of Garmany and ithe lowaring o the curtain on another ep=-
isode in modern warfare hecowrn o reoalily.

2 .
A;aiuzgéizdfC£2b¢¢c”é/
~ LUTHER E. ORRICK ‘
Major, Fleld Artillery
Comuand ing
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For five long wmonkhoi months £illad with intensive combat; we hed
chesed the Germnna. Up frem the Riviera, through the Maritime Alpas, on
through the Rhons Vellay eud ncross the Vosges, our trucks had rolled.
At each place, tho hillo hod achosd and re-schoed with the saharp boom-
ing of our gins ae thousards upon thousands of rounds were fired at
"Jerry®. Beversl btimes the Bhine had bsen within our grasps More than
Once we had felt that It wnn cure for the tolcinge And now, just as
spring wes making ite eantyrnnze, the antire fron erupted. With a vi~
clousness born of almcst 2ightaen mouthe of combat, we dealt the Ger=-
mans blow after blow, untll thay yere reeling and disorganized and in
full flighte It was an bogire of the vandsle; a "rat race®; the kind
of race vhere the "hochs® sra tha rate and your guns pips the fatal
tunea like the legendary Fiod Fiper. Racing along with the Infantry,
barely getting inte pomition and iring before another march order wae
recelved, we speeded acrogm the lest few milos of French territory.

Up through Hagenssu and the dpnee forest virtich borders it} across the
Moder River which had bmen rn fiereoly vontented; up past shatterad
Soultz and Obsrhof, to Risdenltzn and Winsembourge The enemy made a last
ditch stand there and poured flre into ume But we were on & triumphant
march and not all hie gunn, »er all hin pilltoxes and stable defenses
could atop use The Ffiret bulwerks of the flegfried Line were within
reach, and am our infantry poured through the %dragon's teeth™, our guns
anarled and barked and pounded at the huge,; empleced, concrete fortse
Barrege after barrege wor laid doun o opon the way for the doughfeet,
and though "Jerry® replind viclounly, ha could only atall us for a mo~
mente With a final girding or strongth we parried his strokes and gave
him the death blowe A blow thnt snded his rulse wast of the Rhine Rivere
We marched into German territory, through tho shattered villages which
were only rubble; past the "lragon's testh", ge spikes of concrete
that stretohed for milem; tin suber circle af a tremendous lins of for t-
ificationss Huge pillboxas, besutilfully camouflaged, bullt into the
ground, covered every: road, avary fleld, every approache. These were
the defenses that "touldn't e crockedM---yot . ws-had cracked thems
These wera the vaunted dolfanpes thet the enomy hed vaingloriously
boasted of for ten long years, and which hed swed other armies. These
wors the incredibly strong fortificntiona which did look impregnable.
Yet, we had smashed through thoml ¥White flaps fluttered over many a:
pillbox, and am we omme Lo those towna which had esceped the full fury
of our fires, the houses wors Flag bedecked. Pedecked with white flags,
symboles of their unsonditionsl nurrerder, and slgnifying their utter
defant,

As the month began, the battalion was alarted for rocommitment to
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the lines. March leb en? 2ud were speub in ccmpleting the refitting
of the organization. L7le in Lns atternccn of March 2nd, 2nd Lt
Richard E. Dougherty, CL10530%, Zvanston, Illinois reported for duly
and wag sseigned to "A" Iatlory, end 2nd Lt. Edson I. Gaylord, 0548449,
Rockford, Il1linois, reapm Lad and waas ssuigned to "B® Batterye. On the
morning of the 3rd, a reconnalgsance parity laft to seek positions in
the vicinity of Harthoussn. Al 1630, all inptellations were closed
and the battalion movod oub. The gims ware leayed and ready to fire
by 1755. On the 4th of the month, four P0ms btank destroyers from

the 636th TeDe DBis woro atinched to this battallion, which along with
Cannon Co., 1Mlst Infantry, gave e tctal of twenty-two artillery
pleces at our disponsl. :

Routine activities oecupled the battalion from the Sth of March
to the 9the 7The infentry wero patrolling end probing all through the
Hagereau sres, and our gmune Clrod ccverling Pire. The aettack wae
building up, and tho enzny was sansitivo to all our thrusts. Heavy
artillery was put at our dispoual, so that targets and missions call-
ed back by our Porwerd obnervera could bw taken under fire. The
fire direction was & leohilve nf induastry, the merve center of the
organization. On Mereh Pth, 2nd Lt. B2rnard Lieb, 0~1184254, Newark,
New Jereey, Datiery "A" and Prh lol Frank Ce Mieloch, 32768385, New
Jorsey, Battory "A", were prouwnnted with the 8ilver Star for gellantry
in action, and Teec 4 Jee Ilfe Chumbere, 20313430, Texas, Battery npn
was awarded the Bronze Shtar. A brief roview and coremony wes held
at 36th Divieion Artillary. lat Lt. Kooneth Pe Girs, OL176637, Pitts-
burg, Kansas, Pattery "B" Exocutive OfFflcor reported that his wire
truck had been fired upon by small arwa ire, and that the tarpaulin
had been plerced by the ullate. Mo one was injured, and the truck
was not damaged in eay way. Tochnleally, we wers still on French
torritory, bub many of tho customs end cultures were German.

March 10th Found ths batialicn supporting the infantry and firing
munerous missions. Eneny mortors, wmachine guns, strong points and per~
sonnal were taken urder Cire with pood results reported. Two direct
hite on a German amunition dump sent e thick cloud of smoke rising to
the skies,end heavy sxplnsionn were heard for miles. Ammunition was
not being expended recklnonly, bul toargets were so avellable that each
round fired was at » npeciPic point, The l4let Infaniry was prepaering
for mn atteck, and plans covering the opsration were relayed by the
Battalion Commander, ilejor lather E. Orrick, 0357391, Temple, Toxnas
Just before widnight *he hattnlion was alerted for enemy paratroopers.
A3 had happened so mnyy %imes in the pant, nothing materialized.

On the 1lth of March, the brttalion bogan to experiment with the
new Pozit fune. Although this fupr had boen used for some time, thers
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Wwere still kinke to ba lroned oute An obeervation post was selscted

in Hageneau, and Arrangemonis made for a demonstration on the folloy-
ing day. Late in ths altornocn op tho 12th, the battalion commander
&nd party reached the obanrvation pest.  The demonptration proved high-
ly successful. fThat wight, inlormation was received that the 499th AFA
Bne and 938th FA Bu. ware $o reinforee our fires during the pending
operationa. ,

All hiell broks leoea on Mareh 15th, es the guns thundered and roar-
ede Tho infantry were rtopping offe Target after target was ocalled im
by our obasrversy inomy vpersonnal, tanks, machine gans, mortars and yo-
hicles wore taken wmer Cire with devantating effecte As the tide of
battle swung back end forth, the lorsuts threw counter-aftack after coun~
ter-attack at the doughfsnt. Ereh in turn was smashed by the accurate
end deadly artillery {fro. A br idgehoad was forced mcroas the Moder Ri-
ver, and the Germsno Iought feroclounly to erase 1t., It was primarily
the tremendous artillery barragen which finally atopped them end made
all thedir efforts unencecessful. Oyar 1500 rounds were fired in support
of the attacks, and av the evening drow to a close, reports were re-
celved that primary obleactivens hed bson taken and passed. For a long
while the organization had oceuplnd dolonsive positions. Now we were -
to go on the offensive onee ngnln, avd the enemy was feeling the full
welght of our wrath. .Juet bofore midnight the Germans threw one last
counter-attack that mot n ntone well. Tanks and armored vehiclas were
taken under fire and e aneny offannive completely disrupted.

Severe Flghbing contimied on Mareh 16Bh. As territory was ripped
from the enemy, owr uhrarvera maved up closer to bring continued sffec-—
tive fire on evamy farpaise  All day the battle conbimied with our in-
fantry inching forward, and ouy gune blesting at the enemy. Late in
the svening, Cannon Qo., which wap attached to us,reported one enlisted
man killed and two wounded by a dlrect hit on ons of their guns. Q(ur
medical persormel were immedintely notified and the wounded men evecu-
gtede On Merch 15Lh, Ihe enamy mAade his last attempt to hold back our
forcess Camon Compary roported enemy shellfire falling within their
area, and wore ordered by thn Battalion Commandsr to reconnolter for
new positionas The rituation wes slowly opening up, and our offenaive
was picking up epesd. On March 16th, the Battalion Commander recon-
noitered for positions in the vicinity of Hagensaues Pormission had
been given to move at miy time, and lmmed iately upon the return of the
resonnaigeance party, m conference of bottery commanders was held amd
instructions given. The battnlion dinplaced by infiltration, with the
490 th AFA Br. covering the meve. By midaFfternoon the entire organizea-
tion was in pesition in Hngenena, ready to fire,
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The enemy wrs in full retreate. On the 17th, the battal ion moved
8gain to positione « o tha edgn of llhgensau Foreste The infantry wasg
attacking in a Clauking movement to the left towarde ¥ortzviller. -
Our positions norih of lagenonu could not give effective support for
the battle lines ware meving so rapidly, and the situation was so
fluid, the enemy win conatantly ruming out of range of our howltzers.

March 18th f'ound the hatlalion once again on the roade Early in
the morning, the ponitionn north of Hageneau were left far behind, and
the organization mwovad to fAoultze 1t was Just & stopover, for as even~
ing fell, all ipstellntionn dieplaced to Oberhofs Reconnaisaance par~-
ties were roving fer nhesd of the bzttalion seoking adequate positions
in the vicinity of Winsomhourg. By 2200 hours ell installations ware
in position in Obexhor, and our guns were sending round after round at
enemy targets. "Hraut® rovilstance wns atiffening and the deep~throat~
od roar of ertillsry frem both sides rumbled through the hille and val=
leysse This was to bn the enemy's laet stand on French territory, for
just beyond Wiseambourg, the borders of Goermany stood ready and walting
for our invasion. I wem on thip day too, that two concentrations were

fired for effect on Gurman torritory, The firet rounds from our guns
%o land on the "asnerad soll of the %mﬂherland‘m-but not the last,

The following dny the Lattalion moved again; this tims %o posi-
tions in the vieinity of Riedanl bz, [aily reconnaissances were being
held, anrd partien wore mant further frrward to the vioinity of Neuhofe
Hissiomafter misnlon wan esllod in by our observers, and countless
targets were shellad. Late in the evening a report was received that
21d Lbts Ruesell Il. HeTann, QLOG2068, California, Tec 5 8idnay A.
Baldwin, 652961, Veab Virginia, end Prc James Ce Boons, 34170597,
Nor th Carolinm, sll of an "A" Battery forward obeerver party had been
wounded in actlon and hod byon evecuntod to resr medical instellationse
These were the first comial ties tho battalion had suffered in March,
As we crept nearer and nosrsr fto Gernan territory, the enemy wams put~
ting up more and mere vepigtences Dut we were riding on a wave of
victory and nothing could ntop use An the day drew to & close, the
battallon was alortod Lo move on the morning of March 20th.

The 20th of Mareh found the battmlion rolling again to positions
in the vicinity of Altondorf. This spot wae under enemy fire, and in
his desperation to atup our ndvance, Lhe enemy used rockets and all
typee of artillery. fTho entira country-side shuddered as our gune
Bnawered with thunderous velleyss Agein the battalion was alerted for
& movae Early in the morning of the 2lat the orgenization displaced
to positions in the vieinity of Wiesombourge This wan to bs our last
atopping point on lrench territory. Over 2000 rounds wore fired at
enemy targete during the 20%h and 2lat. Slowly the infantry was reach-
ing and clearing ths pillboxes which comprised the main defense of the
Slegfrind Lina. O nrtillery oponod paths for them where the croaa-
fire of the enomy wamg reutrel Lzod. Artiillery was playing a huge part
in this brenkthroughs Ap the oneny broke in panic and began a digor-
ganized retrent, our pie picked off torpet after targets. Everything
thet cama within e scope of our obootvers was emashed and batterede
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Death was in the aiz, bu} it was demtii for the Wahrmacht. ALl during
the 22nd, our gonn contimed Lo pound at pillboxes and stationary de~
fenaese As the [irat layor of plllbhcxes were cleared, resistance
lesseneds. The formidablo for tiflcations were crumbling before our
asgsaul tes Late thal night, Pvt lel Anthony A. Bruno, 32357851, New
Jorsey, Hge Btrye Licipon party oparator was killed in ection by
shall fragmente .

Goerman territory rolled under th: wheels of our vehicles on the
23rd ap the battalion woved ahead to 3teinweiler. 7The battalion waa
moving so repidly ~nd the front waa so fluid, that infentry had bare~
ly pasdad through lho area bafore wm woera rolling over it. gtein~
weller had bean cleared baraly three hours before we reached 1t. It

wes in villages Like Lhis cus that Lho white flage of surrender mads
their appearance. Thara wos uo foreing of unconditional surrender

upon these peoples; thay seceptod it. General Eisenhower had stated
the policys "We cume mn conguarors, but not as agpgressora®, and that
policy was to be follnwad.

Once again tha hnttallen dieplecad. HMarch 2hth found the organ-
1zation in position 1n the vieinity of Rulzheim. The Battalion Com=-
mander's party, compnpad or Hajor Luther Ee Orrick, 03557391, Templa,
Texas, 2nd Lt. Edeon 1. gaylord, 0518449, Rookford, Ill., Tec 4 Nils.
We Peraons, %2%07571, Mvooklyn, H.Y. and Teo 5 William J. Wynn,
13099876, Pemnsylvonie, coptured 21 oiemy aoldiers in thie area, when
they had reconmoiternd i+, All in nll, the battalion was to take
over 7O primoners during tha last Taw days of the month. These were
the soldiers who had besn oworrun by the swift advance end who were
astounded by the powor of our ermye 2nd Lt. Bernard Lieb, 01184254,
Newark, NeJo was wptifiad that ha had been promoted fo Firet Lisuten~
ant, effactive 16 Marsh 19/5. Our vehlolss waras carrying infantry
aa we rolled aleng Irom position to punitions At times, the column
would stop amd tha Infentry would go forward to check the ares we wers
to move into. Conkret with the aneny was uncer tain, but mumerous
groupe hed been laft hshind, and 1t was these groupa, thousands of en-
emy goldisrs, which wore boing clsaned outs Late in the afternoon, a:
report‘wae recelved that hig erganization would be alerted to man s :
lie rumning from Gpayer to Germer sheim on the west.bank of the Rhinse ;

The last hold of ths Gormens on territory west of the Rhine was
8lowly being broken. Taoy had besn forced into a pocket south of
Speyer, and were being whittled in a smaller and smal ler group. On
March 25th, the battnlion moved to peoitions in the vicinity of Heil-
lgenatelin. Two enemy noldioers were captured by tha 443rd Anti-Alrcraft
Bne which in attachad tp usme Aftor Interrogation by the Battalion Ex- ;
escutive, Mnlor Hoss Aynrn, 0378326, Waxahachie, Texas, they were turned .
over to the 1414 Infantry Prisonsr of War Inclosurs. i
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The three days Lroum isych 26th Lo ilarch 28th were routine. Lit-
tle of importance octurrade. Cur infantry were being relieved for
French forcss were to uso thin seclor an 2 springboard for a move
aorogs the Riilne. Complete yollel’ wes aflected on March 30the Bil~

e 1eblné ar ties had beon mont forwerd bo the vioigity of Landau, and
on th fast dey of the wonth, the battellon move to the town of

Oberhofen. We were will into German territory and our migsion had
been accomplisheds Jnntoud of Ghe usual rellef from combat, the bat-
tallon was to be upoed me nccupntion troopa. On the last day of the
month, reconnaipsance ard hillebing partles laft for Kaipsrslauterns
Officially ws were cul cf combat, with & prospect of a long relief.
After 400 days of combal, wilh almogt 200 of them spent in France
and Germary mince 15 Augiot L94%, the battalion was settling down.
Ever since our landing in Africe in April, 1942, we had been point=
ing for the day when wo would be fighting on German territoryes Tvo
years had gone byj luo yeers which had seen the invasion of Salerno

’ and all the bloody combek of Italy etched upon our record; two
years which had sean Lhe invapion of Scuthern France and the famous
battle of Montalimear {nl) vur ways, OQur guna had played a huge pari
in bringing the war to Gsrmony. o hod paid a price, but we hed at-
tained all our objectives. low, [or 8 ahort while, the ball was to
be given to other unltn &o cnrry. Our job wasn't dons, bub a solid
groundwork bad bzen built, and on what we had accomplished, -- in
Africa and Italy end Fynues ond Gormeury---other unite could follow
through to fiml viclovy. And when that day does come, the guns of
the 13lst Fleld Artillory Pattollon will be thundering their message
of death end disastar ab the Germans mnd at ell aggressorss
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UNIT BATILE CASUALTY LIST
HAME RANK A9 DALE  TiFE RESIDENOE
HEADQUARTERS BATTERY
Bruno, Anthony A, Pfo a3 7A51L 302 KIA New Jeraoy
BATTERY AR
HoFann, Russell E. 2 Lt 0-1062068  3/19 WIA,8FW Lt Leg  Oalifornis g
91, Lac W Lte :
thigh, 8light
Baldwin, 3ldney A. Tec 5 35651061 2/19 WIA,BFY Rt Arm  Vest Virginia
Upper 1/3 Frac
. Cempound , Severs '
Boons, Jamas O. Pfo 13 FLCE N, 32/19 WIA,SFW Lte Knse North Carolins
: - i, ard Contusions |
of knee, slighte i
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CONSOLIDAIED ‘BATTLE CABUALTY LIST

TYPE OF CASUALTY CFF1CER3 EHLISTED MEN  TOTAL
KIA 0 1 ) 8
Dow O ¢ 0
LIA o 0 0
8iA 0 0 o
DIA 0 0 0 ‘
LWA X 22 b2 .
. SWA O 0 0
MIA Q 0 0
POW 0 C - 0
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Cartar, Charlis F. (-1180842

ond Let.

Finnerty, John E. Cpl. AR060979
Hendley, Johnny R. 1lst LE  0-2058285
lee, Monts R. Tae. 4 20813571

Gire, Kenneth P. Ist 1L,  0-1173437

Sides, Ralph D. Tea. & 20814041
Spiering, David A. Pfec B32043 68
Windﬁam, Alfred W, Tec. 4 20013407
Younger, August P. S/&gtb Fpu0n2al
Fowler, John G. Pfe. 26204024
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1545

ANATD RESIDENCE ORG.
Silver Star Sylaocauge, Ala. Bbry. A
Bilver Star Clevelend, Ohio Biry B
6 o.l.c. o  Houston, Texas Hg Btry
Air Medal
2 o.l.c. to Lubbock, Texas . Hg Rtry
Alr medal :
Bronze Star  Pittsburg, Kan. Btry B
Aronre Star  Memphis, Tenn. Btry B
Bronze Star Graensbéro, Md. Btry B "
Bronze Star  BAmarillo, Texas  Bbtry B
Bronze Star  Brighton, Colo. Biry B

" Div., Commend. Shullsburg, Wise. Bbry 4
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- BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

- Drriok, Duthér Es 0-357291
. Ayers; ‘Road - 0-378626
- Remoy; Robart M, . 0-364093
. - . Kfne, Raymond B. © y, 01165610
..t . ' Rleh, HénryuAa Jre @ 04418124
' ‘Jaanup, ¥itlliam 7. - 0~415060
aimple. Erndet’L. 0-380561
Flémiﬂg. Riochard 8. . 0«1173946,
Biabkwall, Laslle L.’ 0-11759a7
e ﬁADQUARTEne BATTERY
eg,JF}oderink Foo' 0-1175973
myt Maprel Dy - 021179764
dley, Johnny R 0-2@56201

0-119251::

”q'j\;l 0-1194202"

e 0-1157006
: D=1173121

i [ 0#11301,{

0-648410

!b-qi%791
'.” 0»-1]\. N’QE,J
P0L11R3 050
Y Beie01a0
i 041179610 -
ﬁfsglazs

61-11 3\61350
D

wiCusson, Charlpe:
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-5~ HBEADQUARIRRS 13157 FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALIOH
APO 336, U.8. ARMY - - " o

ROSTER OF OFFICERS

e

C 0-458540
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Mo jor

¥a Jor

Capinin
Capiain
Captain
Copinin
Capinin
Int L,
lgt Lt.

Cnptain
Ist Lt
st Lt
st Lt

lnt L

End Lt .

Cnphdu
151} IJ

1st Lt -
]B":;'Lf Sl
C1st Lt

2nd Lt

Cﬂpi311[
st Lt

2nd 1t
2nd 14 7
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la§ LE

and Lt |
A6t Lt

Znd Lt o
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HEADQUARTERS 1%518T #10LY) ARTILLERY BATTALION

AVO 36, U, 3. ARMY

/ . / f} r{ s;_} ' 10 May 1945

SUBJZCTs | Tranemittal o Historical Records and History of QOrgan-—
ization with Conclusions. :

TO t Comuoanding Generel, 36th Infantry Division, APO #36,
U» 8. Arnv. :

- Lo Transmitted hiorewith is the rocord of the 13let Fiold Ar-
tillery Babtalion antitled "Operations in Germany, for April, 1945.

2. The operations of Lhe Pattelion for the month of April were
different in manv respects from those ol previous months. The first
part of the month was dirscted to occupation of that part of Germany
wost of the Rhine Nivsr, which had been cleared of resistance by '
units of the Hsventh Arry. 1Thie part of our operations occupled =
major portion of tho month and many problems were met and dealt with.
Reallzing that the propar impression should be made on the conquered
peoples of Germeny, the tagk of ocoupation, without adequate prepara-~
tion on our part was bopun and contimed in the best manner possibles
During the last few daye of April, the battalion aseumed the role of
combat and we were on the Cipsl lap of o rece to destroy the German
Army.. This trek was similar in many reepacts to the one north of
Rome and the one through Houthorn Francs,; with one exceptlon and that
wae the great distanese coverad each day. fThe 14lst Regimental Com-
bat Team moved great dintansen daily, the Artillery going into posi-
tione meveral times ench dny, Tiring from some positions at a rapid
rate for a short porind of time and then march ordering and moving to
another position. '

3. Concluslons from thla month's operations:

. a. Trangition from the role of combat to one of occupa-
tion of enomy terrifory presents many probléms and, if possaible,
combat troops should he thoroughly oriented as to their mission and
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the best possible wayn of accomplishing the mission. .

b. Allied Military Government officials were not definite
in their instructiops te us pnd tho nscessary printed mater ials wore
not made aveilable to ur immadiately. 'This cauged some delays and
retarded the establiphment of Military Government in the occuplad

aratp.

c. Pocauss of the Hon-Fraternization policy, which this
Battalion has strived %o follow to tho letter, occupation was ren=
dered much easler than hmd there been ne such policy. And with the
proper explanation of non-fraternization to combat troops emd the
reasgons for non-fraternizntion the treeps of this Batfallon have
responded in en affirmative mannor almost 100%. ’ ’

de No significant conclusions were drawn from our opera- '
tions for the last thron daye of the mouth, but the troops of the -
1518t Field Artillery Patlalion, after a rest from combat duties for
some twenty~soven days, nhow:d a keon interest, 2 renewed deaire to
end the £ight with Gormany, performing their dutles promptly and
with -the realization that the end was near, the end of the monfh
found the Pattalion inmide Austris and on the way' to final victorye E

UTHER E. ORRICK

L. Ools, Fleld Artillery -
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April was a month differant fron any other the 13lst Field
Artillery Battalion had opent overessm. TPor twenty-seven days, the
Battal ion occupled eectorn of Germany that had been cleared of enemy
troops. Hectors thak we hod Ceught over and had helped clear. Faced
with a completely new sifnaetion and atarting from scratch, the Batta-
lion entered into its tapks wilh a show of ensrgy that belied ite 407
days spent in combat. Denpite the fact that some Germen territory
had been occupled, it wie fourd necessary to deviee epecific systems
and me thods to encompase tha ecrsening, putrolling and investigating
of the populatsd cenbsrm in our sestor. Covering a wide area, 1% was
found mecespary to placn [rom ene-third to one-helf of the Battalion
persomel on theso tasle. Tralning schodules were inatituted, but
Military Government activities were given priority over all elaee.
There had been little Etim+ to prepare for the sudden influx of tasks
given the Battalion. Opurating under Rogimental control and working
in close cooperdtion with the Allied Militmry Government personnel,
the Battalion was comnmouded for the mannar in which it handled all
functions.

On April 28th, the Dattalion wes recommlited to combat,
relieving the 861lst Fleld Artillery Battslion of the 63rd Divieion.
It was the entry to a "rab race" that far surpassed anything the
Battalion had ever wltnesned. Rolling along the roads, against dis=-
organized resistance, the heart of southsrn Germany lay exposed be-
fore us. Tremsndous powsr [aced the crumbling enemy forces, and
their delaying actlons wrre weel abtompta to defer — but not atop
~— the avalanche of vengwance that wos heading for the last redoubt
of Naziisml

French Forces had conp loted their relief of our positlons
on the last day of March. March orderes wore received on April 2nd,
and the Battalion moved out From Oberhofen, Gsrmany to Glan-Munchen~
hausen, Gérménye The ssctor which was to be screensd contalmed al-
mogt twonty-elight villogen and towns in & circle around Glan~Manch-
evhausen. As the convoy moved nlong the road, four prisoners were
captured by Major Ross Ayors, 0-378528, Dattalion Executlve Officer,
Waxahaochie, Texap. ‘MMis wae tho fore-runnsr of what was to come at
the end of the month; for when the Rattaltlon was recommitted to com-
bet, prisoners were so miwrous, mowa difficulty waa encountered in
hendling them. During th= period of occupation, the Battalion re-
maiped under conktrol of Lha I41nt Infantry. Immediately upon arrive—
ing at Glan-Manchenhausen; conferences were held and a baslec out~

line drawn up as to how ihs oecupebionnl activities were to be handled.
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Screening teo.m uere organized “rom cach Battery, and
the towns under our conhrcl, divided up, so that they could be ‘ r
pystematically chacked, eanl re-chacked 1f' necessarys The problem
of puarding the hupe avef was solved by croating check posts on
each road at thoe outer parimater ol the sector, gnd having rov-
ing-patrols roam through ihe entire ores at odd hours. MNumerous
prisonare of war were unecovered by the soresning of the popula-
tion and meny suspicicus perseps tiurned in to counter-intelli-
pance corps cages for liwostbigation. Ono humorous sidelight was
having every person quastionsd deny vohewently that he had ever
been connected with She Ml Parby. ALl voodad areas werse gaarch~
ad. Some hilltop fortificatiors, complete in svery detall, and
covering the entire valley, were 1ncated by one searching teem.
The advance had besn so ropid through this part of Germeny, that
the enemy had nsver been sble iv make .use of them.

o goresning woe completod on April 7th, and quar ter ing
parties deparied on = roconmaianance in the vicinity of Schiffer-
atadt (46-88). On the noxt day, She patsalion moved to Jchiffer-
stadt, and immedimtely upon arrlval went into occupation activi-
tiss. The local Purpomelistor of each town wes used as the epokes~-
man and all pstitione {'rom the population had to be prasented
through him., Training schedulsn were imotituted on April 9th,
but were subjugated to tho needn of pccupation. gchifferstadt
had been previously reresnsd, and our work wee that much easier.
Tn mddition to the mirsicn of ocoupying the areea wes t of the
Rhine, the 36th Infautry Divieion was to bo responsible for the
secur 1ty of the Sevenbh Army Raar. Thin meant more guard duby for
the Battalion. The Battnlion §3, Caphuin Raymond E. Kans, 0-1165519,
Norristown, Penmsylvanina, drew up guard posts, check points and
patrolling routes end tho pattalion settled down %o the routines
of occupation. On the 1lth of April, the 443rd A. A. Ae Bne wes re=
lisved from attachment to this Battalion, as was Cannon Company,
1418t Infantry. Both unite roverted back to control of their or-
ganizations. A huge snowy ammunition dump end & lerge refugee
banracks were uncoversd in the Babianlion sector and placed under
guard. .

On April 17th, one [iring batfary departed for a train-
ing area in the vicinity of Romaen (20-07t) to work in conjunction
with ths Infantry. Desplte the tremendous amount of work occupa~-
tion had thrust upon thn Battnlion, training wee affective. Infor-
mal retrents were held nnd militory discipline emphesized. Non-
Praternization was etressed. At no time were any personnel guilty
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of violating any regulaticns in regard to Fraternization.

Reconnaissance and quar bering parties departed for
Gollheim, Germany (2%-10) on April Zlat. Elements of the
28th Division ware bto roliove up in the Schifferatadt sec—
tor. Humerous problemn had arisen throughout the period of
occupation, and whils wo sbawlard method of dealing with un-
usual csses which cawe up was popsible, at no time was the
Battallon faced with anything which proved insurmounteble.
Complete relief by the 2ith Divimlon wne effected on April
22nd, and early the uext marning the Battalion displaced to
Gollheim, Gormany {23-10). The Pattalion was notified that
it would move to an mpsevhly arce in the vicinity of Werice-
helm, preparatory to vroturning to combatl. The battle of
Germany was drewlng towsrds ito close, sni just as we had been
in on it at the begiiwing, so were we %o be there when hos-
t1lities ceamed.

On April 235k, the Pnttalion held a full field in-
Bpec tion, and wos highly commended for the condition of equip-
ment, records and peraconal. A% 0500 hours, 26 April, the Bat~
talion left Gollheim on the lowng ride to the fronts The Rhine
River was left far behind an well over 200 miles of Germany was
covereds Rendezvouainy in Langensu (76-92), further orders wers
received to contimie rolling until relier of the 6%rd Division
could be effected. Tha anomy wna in full retreat and the frat
race" was on. Harely pausling for sleep, the Combat Team har-
aspad the Germans, unktil ss the month drew to a cloge, hordes of
them passed through the Infantry prisoner of war cages.

Early the following morping, the Battalion displaced from
Langsnau to a rendezvous nrea at Steinkirch, Germanys The situa-
tion was so Tluid, amd cormuniecntions ac strung ocut, it was almoat
imposaible to keep inTormed of all that went on. The Danube River
wag the next barrier to ho croersed. Thek, too, was left far behind
8g wo rolled over miles of German territory. On April 28th, the
Battalion apsembled in Unter Meltingen (265-560), and relieved the
8618t Field Artillery Battmlion, which wan part of the 253rd Regi-
mental Combat Team. The Mtlat Infantry, which we supported during
the perlod spent in cowbut, had also completed relief of the 253rd
Infantry, of the 63rd Divisione Az avening fell, the Battalion dis=-
placed once apain to Irlech, Gormany (29-51). It was here that we
saw our first concentration camp, and the living wrecks which had
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been freed. The brutality of the Nazis was in complete evidencs.
Burn{ hute and burnt and blackened bodies; bundles of bones held
toge ther by & thin covering of skin showed us what type of people
W8 were in contact with. The romds were thronged with crowds of
released prisoners and lebor groups which the Nazis had énslaved.
Alvweys there was the happy smile, and the half timiq WAve 88 we
passed by. It almost' sesmed ag though they weren't sure whether
W3 were friendly; whether they were at last to be raleased from
the horrore which the Nazis had subjected them to for so many years.
In the small towng we bivouaced in, they fillsd the streete, haep-
py in their releass, and waiting with resignation to find out what
wWas t0 becoms of them. They presented a problem, for in the tac-
tical situation, we were ot equipped to handle their inquiries or
their needs. The stories they told were pitiful, and it saemad
almost inconceiveble that the average German could have lived so
close to the concentration camps and no%{ heve known whet wenht on
there. 1In all the months we had fought the Germans, through tha
battles from Salerno to the Rhins, nothing had so aroused the hate
of the Battalion as the 8ight of these human derelicts. They were
living evidence of the bestiality and brutelity of the Nazis and
the German people.

At every etop, the guns had been layed, ready to fire,
but the front was moving so rapidly that our gune hadn't barked
once. Now es the month drew to a close, the infantry was mee t-
ing up with fanatica] groups that attempted to bar their WaY.

Road blocks were being met with, and our gung tossed their mis-
8iles of death and destruction at the last remnante of the ensmy
forces. April 29th found the Battalion planning to move again.
Almogt 300 milea had paseed beneath the turning wheels of our ve-
hicles since leaving the west bank of the Rhine. The mounting ex~
citement of the race was evident in everyone, and the fesl of vie-
tory was in the air. Fatigue and weariness wers forgotten, for
there was the certain knowledge that each mile brought us that
much maarer to the complete defeat of the ensmy.

Early on the last day of the month, the Battalion began
to move. At 0010 hours, it was on the road moving in a south-east~
ornly direction. Late in the afternoon, Sesshaupt (665-204) was
reached and the guns imnediately layed. An onemy road block was
holding up the advance of the infantry. Our guns served a dual
purpose. Net only wee the road block completely destroyed, but
the artillery fire brought, the enemy soldiers streaming out of
the hills to surrender. As evening fell, a naw march order was :
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received. Put even as the vehlclee lired up in conyoy order, the
move was cancelled.

A strange month, April. For twenty-five deye, the Batta-
lion had forgotten the Lonoion of combat. Occupation had not heen
a rest, merely & change of duties. The days had been full. The
last three daye had found the Dattalion actively engaging the en-
emy. Hias days had bheen rumbered ever eince the break-through of
the Siegfried Line, mAnd na wo pushed through Bavaris towarda Aus-
tria, everyone felt thnl it wne just "munana® until unconditional
surrerder would mppual to the defoated legions of Hlitler. The
1318t Field Artillery Wibtalion had ceme a long ways alince the 2nd
of April 1943 when 1t had sailed for Africa. The B toriea of
Africe, Itely, France ol Germaiy were omblazoned on its inaignia.
One ons thing remainad ~-~- £inal Viotoryll

@erf/m. i

RATMOND E. KANE i
Captaln, Field Artillery ‘
HISTORIAN
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LIA 0 0 0
8IA 0 0 o
DIA 0 0 0 N
LWA 0 0 0 <
WA 0 0 0 ‘
MIA 0 0 o
POW 0 o 0
SECRAT |
‘l!uilﬁwl‘sﬂwrhﬂ:m,—,,s: . .

Lij g s __Wiﬁj}gmgggj»ngmwm'!wrﬁb . o B " P



)

AWARDS AND DECORATICHS FOR APRIL, 19L5

NAME RAK  ASN A
MacIvor, Jamss R. lat Lt 01176713 Silver Star

Ayors, Ross  Major 0370525  Bronze Star

Cusson, Charles J, Captain 01696311 Rronse Star
Gambino, Benjamin J, 2nd Lt O117000L Bronze Star

Benjamin, Max B. lst Lt 01182512 Bronze Star

RESIDENCE ORG
Hazel Park, }Iich. Btry, vB!
Iubbock, Texas = Bn. Hq. |
Lyndonville, Vi. Med. Det.
Fast Boston, Mass, Biry, "A®
liichita, Kansas  Hg. Btry,
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BATTALTCN HEADQUART "RS
Orrick, Luther E, C0-35735¢1

Ayera, Roasn

Kene, Raymond E,
Rich, Henry A Jr,
Gaylord, Edson 7.

Jessup, Willjem J,.
Jample, Ernest L,
Blackwell, Lealie L.
HEADQUARTERS BATTERY
Amveg, Frederick F.
Boelm, Murrel D,
Stepheny, Theodore J
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From 10 jiay lo 31 kity, the Battalion was engagm. 4 Cy
ed in occupational dubies. Innediately after the
"cease fire" order anc the official notification that
tile Buropean war was ended were received, the duties
of thds organization multiplied rapidly. fThe primary
objertives were Lthe disarming of enemy troops, segre-
gating and screcning ol capturcd troops, collecting
of arms and amnunition, and guard and police duties
to prevent loobin;:, disorder or rioting. - Situated

~In Austria, a huge part of the German Army Group "G"
which had surrendered (o the Seventh Army occupied
towns and villages williin our sector. In Brixen, where
the three firing balteries-were billeted, remnants of
a& 58 Battalion were located. Occupation of our gecw
tor was completod on 10 May, suard details were set up,
and all personnel billeted. Chaeck posts were organ-

~ized, and since our area contsined numerous small
villages and covered a large territory, two check
posts were taken over by other units.

The German Conmonder of the area assumed respon-
8ibility for follpwing the surrender terms. In DBrixen S
the S5 troops still slrutted arrogantly. The ecivil- : e
iang showed fear of them, and time and again when a N
c¢ivilien cdme fo the Battalion Commang Poat, they S o

‘mentioned that fear. A queer characteristiec of the IR
German people wus bLheir apparent eagerness to report AR
their neighbors tor violations of regulations. fThere BN
seemed to be ne seuse of pride or fealty in these peo-
ple. Stragglers and groups of enemy soldiers still L
passed along the roads heading for collection points. L

Numeroud civilians requested passes for points asg. far S
distant as Munich. A surprising number of ‘British sub- ;
jects weére found to be living in this part of Austria.
Althiough they hiad remained in German territbry'volup-'(_
tarily, they. felt bthey should be treated differently .0
from others. Thers wag no discrimination,*deSpite;~_f]:hgg_

., the different claims of nutiohality, Numerous ‘stocks .. .0

. of armg and ammunitions, of all types, were.collected. = :

- Lack of prepared plang and systems hindered,our-oper=-.

~ations, with the problems of eneny goldiers and dig- .
'placed persons being of the ubtmogt importance. .. Appars-

ently the problem was much greater than anticipated. .
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The speed of our urive bad beew vo great, and the end
of the war go suducn, toe shift irom full military pro-
cedures to screenin,; and occupyiung caught everyone a
little off balance.

Five boxcars ol militory photographic material
were located ou HMuy LlLth. Alter carefully inventor-
ying, the contents of the cars were placed under guard
to prevent lootling. ‘he followinyg day, the operations
instructions covering the pendiug move were received and,
elements of the 42nd Dividion relieved the Battalion
guards. As tlie Babialion prepured to march order, the
first group of men wibth point %oluls above the critical
geore, left for bthe United Hhates. There were only 21
men in the group, tnb it wos the start, and built up
hope thut we all would be secing america soon after over
twenty-Lfive months ovoerseas,

Westerndorl, susbria was left far behind at 1000
hours. Traveling all day over hilly country, Ottobeuren
(917-300) in south central Germany was reached at 2100
hours. 186 miles were covered during the trip. Along
the route, children of five and six, stood on the road-
side, cheering and shoubing "Heil Hitler" and holding
their right arms in the wtilff nasi salute. It mattered
not that we were American troops. 4The doctrine of mili-

tarizgtion had been so inbred in these youngsters, they

automstically followed their enforced habits. As we
pasged out of the Tyrol, groups of men and women gathered

at junctions and pwiled und waved. ‘The war had gone by too

quickly fTor these people to have suifered. There was
a deadly fear ol lunsis and Iraupce, and an all too evi-

dent relief that imericons were to do the occupying and not -

any -0f the otber .llics. 1DThe bapy snow covered Alps were
left far behind an we rode westwards.

Qccupational dutliey were imwediately assumed, and on

“the 14th of May, the Battulion relieved elements of the
451at AAA and 690th I',A. uyn., on various points in the

new sector. The military problem was reduced in the

-area, for the great najority of enemy troops had been

left far behind. Here in Obtobeuren, and the surround-
ing villages and tavns, the displaced peoples --Russians,
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pPoles and Frenclmen—-became the biggest problem needing
solution. UTraining scheduley were instituted on the 16th,
and a small arms vange locuted for the use of the Batta-
lion. 'Mhe schedule wos so dravwn that afternoons would be
devoted to athlctics. 'The day was spent in cleaning and
care of equipwent preparotory to an inspection to be held
of organizational equipmrent on the following day. Cap-
tain Robert M. Ramey, 0-304093%, penfield, Pa., Bn. 5-3
returned o duly nod was nobified of hiis promotion to
Major, effective ilne Lirob day of the month, 2nd Lt.
David W. Georpge, O-503T7735, Cleveland, Oklahoma &lgo re-
turned to duty i wog assigned to Battery "C" as Artil-
lery Observer. Uonsbtant inspoctions were being held to

Cibring all equipuenl up Lo standard, and to offset the lax-
ity which combal hud brougbt., as part of the athletic
program, & swimiing pool had been reguisitioned, and- after’
being drained and cleaned was put to use by the Battalion.
Sereening was sltnried in the Lowns in the Battalion are=a,
Phe entire orgmniuation displaced to more commodious bil-
lets on Nay 22ud. Hdeyguipitioning the large buildings in

. 4own, ench unilt was boused in its entirity.

Phe next five days were occupied with screening,

guard and roubine activities. On May 27th, the second :
group of men, eliglble lor discharge left for a separa- Co
tion center prior to reburning to the United States. A '
huge percentage of men in the Dattalion, almost all of
them, those who had landed at Salerno and fought through
every campaign, were cligible for discharge. Hope was
held out to those men who bad between eighty and eighty-
four points, when an arbicle was printed in fthe Stars

- and Stripes that 2n additional battle participation star

 ‘would be awarded for the Jouthern Germany campaign. An .
excursion group left for Munich on an educational tour
of ‘that city. This wos the {irst of many such trips’

"~ planned. ' ‘ P

On May 30th, the 2nd Datilnlion, 14lst Infantiry was,
awarded & Presidewtial Citation for their heroic stand -
and counter-atiack in the Riquwihr area in.December, o
1944, The Liaismon snd Forward Observer parties from °
this Batialion were also to be awarded the gold border-
ed blue ribbon for thelr work during that period. Cap-
tain Bruest L. Swaple, 0-%805069, Sergeant James .R. Gra-
ham, 38038629, -5 Robert W. Thowpson, 31040423%, Pvt.

N
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lel George 4. wickaelcna, 326819615, and pvt- Lol Frank. 1°
Haegele, 37312875, =21l ol Headquarters Battery, the liai-. )
son section who had been present with the 2nd Battalion, :
T and the forward obgerver party consisting of 1st Lt. Richard
S.+ Fleming, 0-11733946, Cpl. frank M. Richards, 20813469, Cpl ,
Herbert W, Ramsey, 35407637, pvt lel John L. McDermott, e o
32334044, and ¥vt. Samuel L. Huey, 20813454, all of mBh - v
Battery, attended Lhe ceremony for the award, It.was.an“jh*u;
impressive review, : R '

",

[ 3

, S0 ended Moy, 'Ihe Tirst ten days had been filled with, %
~dramatic hours: the last twenty, ..a gradual relaxing from £
the tension and cxcitement of combat, We gtill ducked when -
@ plane buzzed low. It will be hard to break that. habit, .
. Bven during the period of peace and quiet, there wag the + . -
‘ - wonder of what the future hLeld. The 1315t,Field§Arﬁillpry,'ﬁ
p - .‘Battalion had sent its last deadly round at the Germans,: '
~:'. . !The accolades of the world rang loudly for the tagk we.,.
| -uﬁ"mihadﬂhelped accomplish. There was more to'be doné.’ VB

L

.. the’solid, days of combal —- 417 of them ~- hagd brought a'-; !

“tweariness that couldn't be denied. May, 1945 was anfihis,
v borde months ‘a month that saw the culmination of ‘thelef-
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. liona because the Divipion Artillery is out of contact @dat.of;thé;tima;{ In v
- the final’ phase of'. thie operation, the l&lstiInfantry‘ﬁegipant‘hgd‘th:ee BRI
© Brtillery battalions for mupport, namely one light battalion and two medium . -

 the Infentry- Battalions that were in more at&hle'poaitipna{

'.enamy was trying to plan e delaying action. On several occasiona by

e

HEADQUARTES 1315) FIZLD ARTILLSRY BATTALION
‘ AFO 76, U. 8. AR

25 HMay 1945

SUBJECT?! ‘Tranemibial of lletorical Recorde ang His tory of Organization
with Conclusisng.

TO ¢ Commanding Genersl, 35th Inf. Div., APO #36, Us 8. Army.

1. Transmitted herswith ie the record of the 131at Field Artil-
lery Battalion entitled, Operstione in Germany and Austria, for May,
1945, (May 1 to iay 10 inclusive).

2. The operations of the Battalion Por the first ten days of May
differed in some respectn from Yhose in eny previous period in that
groater distances were covered, and the problems of released prisoners
and the caging of German soldiers hagd to bo dealt with. The Battalion
did very 1ittle firing during taise period, but strived night and day to
be ready to deliver ar billory support in cuse it was needed. -Careful
8nd oontinuous reconnsisennce had to he made and the Battalion moved
frequently: Hete, we mot the relessed priponere of all national ltien
who tended to réjoice and celebrate their liberation on the main roads
and thoroughfarés. Algo, the long lines of German soldiers making thedir
way back to the POW capon created a slmilar probleme Bub, to be a par t
of the force that brought Germany to her knees and cAused the uncondie
tional surrender was an unforge table experience and ons that brought de-~
light to all scldiers that participated in the lowering of the final
curtain on the German show. i

3 ‘Uonclqsionn from the pariod's Operabionﬂl‘

8 The l4lat Inrantry Regiment seemed to be the spearhead co T
of the Division in tho final phase of the war for the 36th Infantry St
Division, and many timas dus to the scattered pockets of resiatance, | S
the Regiment had to be divided up into Battalion combat teams. OFten o
these Battallon teams vere separated by coneiderable distances and ar- SIS
tillery support became n problems. It is concluded that the Artillery Com- :
mander of the Diract Buppor t Artillery for the Regimental Combat Team ocon~
cérned in any sush pureuit should allocate artilleryto the Infantry Batta= .

>

battalionss The 1ight battalion was kept with the most sdvanced Infantry
Battellon because of spsod, while the mediwn battalions were placed with'

S

' b The above couclusion leads to a 8acond and most imporiant
Onse In pursuing a disorpanized enemy force it was apparent that the

ok
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kesping the light artillery in very close suppor t shock fire.power
proved invaluable in preventing such actions It was invaluable in
that concentrated fire power provented the enemy from establishing
perious road blocks and defonse 1ines of any recognizable dep the

, c. Another point deserves msntion and that is in very high '
mounteins such es the Tirol Hountnins, the cub plane wae greatly handi-
capped. The relatively small valleys ocfered poor landing etripes,
and clouds hovered over the peaks of the lof ty mountains, making flying
very difficult. Hence ground obsarvers had %o be on the hustle and
when resistance was meb, haaly e tablighment of ground obeervation poste
wBE necefpblYrys .

de Finally it is concluded that light artillery, used as

direct support artillery hre been an impor tant factor in meking the
Regimental Combat TeRm the nffectlive fighting force that 1t has proven
to be in the Furopasn Theater of Nparations. The 13let Field Artillery
pattalion is proud to have beon o part of the lhlab Regimental Combat ™
Team and we helleve we have in a small way helped to end’ the fracas
 in Germanys. We are proud of our accomplighments and we have very fow

regrets for we foal that we have been diligent, alerd and conscientious
about the winning of iha war. The 131t Field Artillery Battalion stande
ready and walting for any migsion that awalbs us and we hope to be as
‘guccessful in all future encounters as we vere in the one just'concludsd.

| - | | oy
| | (ff{%é@m;&i o
JUTHER B. ORRIGK =~ -;

Lt. Cole, Field Artillery
Commanding: U .

1 e g




Bt -

The race wes overl The day for which we had fought for
almost two years was at Last hora. The long, bloody road which
had started at galerno and wound iks serpentine way through the
mountains and valleys cf Italy, past the rubble of Caspino and
the red waters of flw Hapldo, pant the battered, tired acres of
Anzio and the littered hillg of Volletri, past the pomp of Rome
and the fertile valley which stretched up to the hills overlook-
ing Pisa; up from the inveaion ghores of the Riviers, racing up
the Rhone Valley driving for Lyons; the battle of Montelimar and

the prim three days when the 141t Regimental Combat Team gtemmed

Ehe 19th German Arwy und hold them long enough to make their re-
treat & rout, held them even when they ware hopelessly outnumber=
ed, when ammunition won almost gone and all supplies were deple-
ted, held them when the Germans hed supsriority in everything
except courage and spirih; up past the cheer ing crowds of French,
paet the thriving cities and fruitful fields, in a drive which
wea only matched by the last Lon days of the war when disorgan-
ization of the enemy forces had set in. The battles of Italy
wore behind us, the battles of France wore historye. The outer
perimater of the "sacred Fatherland" was being shattered. After
8 short reat, the Battalion, which had landed the firast artil-
lery plece on European forritory at Sslerno, took up the chase
once againe Across the Nhine our vehiclos rolled. In oms day
the 131at Pield Artilloyy pattalion travoled from the weet bank
of the Rhine River %o a point jusb west of the Danube. HRelent-
losaly we drove on. Baviris unfolded bafore us, ite gruesoms
concentration camps and nlave labor stockades an incongruous
antithesis to the beauby of the mnow coversd Alpa. It was a

drive that was to end wiih final victoryl

Long lines or prisonsrs passed us as we rolled from

ISGBehaupt to Bad Tolz, the nobtoricus Razi vacation center, to

Durabach, Osterhofen, Regau in Germany, and moroms the border
through & hand hewn twunl ocut through the mountains to Neiderne.

: ;: dorf; Austrism. 'And thera, on the 5th of iay, the "cease fire?

order came down to us. There, the race which had started years

" beck at Oamp Bowie, Texan and which had bagun with a bloody bap-

tiem at Salerno, ¢ Beptembor 1943, ended. The combat ended, but
there was still.much to ba dones  There was the exoitement of vice

~tory which made for high morale end ths sudden reaction bwo days

later when the full reslization that it vwita over fully sunk ine.

‘There was the blunt and wundane neseage [rom SHAEF P"Effective
- 0900018 " May 1943 war in Eurcpe ig over Ineluding lend, sea and air -

foreess ~All hostilities will ceass immodiately. Negotiationa
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have been made and ars being migmed by Bupremp Allied Headquarters .
and German High Comnand. @Gormans have signed unconditional surren~
der to all Allied ferces, including Russia. Also there will be no
movement of troops unless those occupied in occupational duties.®
Yes, an unstirring mosoage for so momentous an ocoasion. The war
was overl It was hard to believe at first. ' Difficult to compre-
hend and understand, for the German had been a tenacious foe; an
eromy that wes shrewd end arrogant and ruthlesse His actions had
built up a hate end that hate couldn't be dissolved because V-E
Day had arrived. Actually, it was no surprise. The long lines of
prigomers which filed into our ceges, prisoners who were disarmed
and sent back fo collaction points without guard showed us how
quickly dissolution wap happeninge And as we "blitzkreiged" mcross
Southern Germany and inlo Austria, we showsd the German High com-
mand just how well thair tnctics could be used by our Armiees

The 1h4lst Nagimantal Combat Team was spearheading the
Divisional drive acrops Bavaria. Bacaups of the rapidity of the
situation, the 155th F. A. DBn. wae in support. of our fires, Al-
though our firing was sporadic during the first five days of May,
it seemed ‘ap though the Ffanatical elements of the 83 troops were

detormined fo Fight f'ur every cromss roads. The Wehrmacht stream-

ed in fo our cages, snd though the 1%lst Field Artillery Batialion
was not & unit that ordinarily capbured prisoners, so many of them
were picked up that o sign mysteriously eppeared on a door in the

¢ small town of Konigadorf ~~ "131lat F. A. Bn. POW cage® —-., fhe ,

list of targets taken under fire by our guns is repetitiouss -en-
emy road bloock, mnchine gun, personnel; enemy road block, machina

. gun, personmls In the period from May lst to May 5th, over 750 . *;;!{

The‘,straete were threonged with relessed prisonere and slave’ work-
©. erde - The war had come to Pavaria. Not with the destructive force .

‘Batbelion displaced lete in the afternoon to Konigadorf (803-200).
-Hore & now problem was met. The displaced persors, ~='relemsed . = '
' slave workerd and pooprle who had been caged in concentration camps—-. ' - T
“iwére unruly il their row found freedome The Militery Goverm;sien't;-"?g R
. personnel were far behind us, end the problem wag preseing. 'Inan * -

rounds were sent at ensmy held poinia.

May let found the Battalion in Seeshaupt, . t}ermg.ny{(6654201});. Ch

. whioh hed brought ruin and desolation and death to Eastern Fremsé, ;-
- but in an énveloping wave which swept through. and: touched  only tho
©» places where the Germana chome to try to stem the tide.’ Early in:
the ‘morning the Battalion march ordereds Beuerberg (75-21) Germany

a8 reached &t 11%5. 8Stopping only long enough to' et dirmer ;" the
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attempt to restore civil law, and to control the mobs, four civil a
policemen . werse appointed. Their only authority was to prevant
looting and disorder, ond was to be in effect only until Militery
, ' Government officialn could install the machinery of occupgiions
o . The 2nd of May found the patbal ion moving egaine This time, Bad
Tolz (866~141) Germany was tho location. The OF was set up in the
Pormer heéadguar ters of the 83 and gestapo detachment and was com=
‘plete. with cells, loot snd lumury apertmentes. It wes & hospital
city, f£illsd with gormeny' s wounded and maimed. Ope of the incon-
gruities of war was to ces medical personnel meet on the street and
' aalute each other with the Hitler saluto. Even in defeat, their
T ... arrogance created dlssonsion. That type of salute was forcibly
" discontimed, and thelr arrogange was matched by our contempte

oo e ' On May 3rd, m reporb was received that the Combai Team
T . was to drive. toward Perchbesgarien, Hitler's mountain strongholds
S : fhe .southern redoubt where the Nazis had threatened to fight'to . .
A "the 188t man was crumbling under our agpaultee The combab team. .
[ R ~ was working as three pgparate topk forcese The 155th Fe As Bne
; o " was aBaigned to the let Bue, 141at Infantry, the 933rd. FeAe which : e
P ~ was slso in support of owr fires waa assigned %o the Srd Ba., and .
. our Battallon was gapipnad %o the 2nd Bn. In this way,.each batia~ _
- lion of inPantry could have conntent a.rtillery‘aupport.regardles’s - RS
- of what btype of obstacle wem encountered. A march order was re- ' e
~.céived late in the alftarnoom of the 3rd, and the Battslion moved
; . to & rendezvous at Durabach (994-141)s The bridge across the .
! .. Lechd River had been blown, and our advance was being held up: un-
o i $11°the engimers could conmiruct & nev onde Moving out from Dura=
T 0 ibachy “just before middey on May lith, the pa.ttelion rendezvoused at .
oo _?‘-_Hugaﬁéim,"az’id’thén as evening foll, dipplaced m’vm_ﬁe;hofqnf(”IQ-W)-
t S T A#"the oonvoy ~ reached Osterhofen, which nestled in e gmall velley. .
e hetween tower ing mounteins, & platoon leader of the:company of in=
da ey w7 fanfry wWe' wera carrying spotited enemy troops moving up ihe mounialin

i

2

" {aldes . 'Although they were mboub 4,000 yards away, he took them under
« © ‘. fire with a eniper rirle. Major Rops Ayers, 0-376526, pattalion ' -

 Exeoutive Officer, Wazahachie, Texas, jmuedlately. irvestigited the

s firing, and ordered two anti-aircraft vehioles into position in an -
;open fleld where they could take the enemy troops under fires " One " . "
yahicle "éohtained a 37mm plece, while the second had'four: synchrow. .0
“nized #50 oalibre machine guna. A withering fire was‘pleced over . . AN
" the area whers the onomy troops were climbing and’ within'e matter EUE
L~ of ééconds, white flags were waved end the column"ﬁ_ﬂgan‘jclim}{iﬂg},f e
“: downs . Bixty-four 83 troopers were captured, one of whom wes wounded o
;. and oarried down. Those who surrendersd reported 'that othera hed ™" * "
. baen wounded and killed but had been loft on the mountaine . . i

081) into Austrie

R

‘fhe Babtallon rolled through Regau (268-
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on May Hih. Asg the guns weul into position ab Neiderndorf, Austria
(35-03) enemy pereomol and ntroag points were taken under fire.
Slowly our gune builk up to a crescendo of death, when with a sudden=-
ness thet secmed imponeibls, the Mceamse [ire™ order was received. At
1939 hours, a radio meesage Urom Gensral Hess, Division Artillery
Oommending General, vns rzcolved to cecse all Pire., Army Group "GP
had surrendered to the Seventh Army effective 1200 houra 6 Mey 1945,

There was o perceptible relaxing of the tension we had
been under on May &th. The Battalion Executive OfFficer, ia jor
Roas Ayers witnessed th=z Firing of secret weapons which had arriv-
od just ae the war ended. On iHay 7th the Battalion received infor-
nation we would displace furthar sast in Austria to Brixen Tale,
the following day. Ostensibly we were to go bhere to prevent loot-~
ing and disorder, nad to sguelch any uprising. Al 1620 on the Tth
of May, the officinl telegram was received declaring the wer in
Europa to be ended. ILate in the evening, the Battalion Commander,
Major Luther E. Orricl, 0-357391, Temple, Texas, was notified of
his promotion to Lieutenmnt Colonel, affective 1 May 1945.

Moving to Brixen Tale, Austria (40-82) on Hay 8th, the
town was found too small Yo billet thn entire Battalion. The Shree
firing battdrys, "A%, "B", and "O" were billetted in Brixen Tale,
while the OP, Headquarters Pattery and Service Battery vere bille &~

. ted in Wesbterndorf, Auzatrie (373-798). German guards at dumps in

the sector were rslinvad by our puards and guord posts set up to
make certain ememy troops congregated in the collection poinks se-

lecied by higher headquerters.

The last two days, 4he 9th and 10th of May were ococupisd
in the sewe fashion. FBuemy soldiers apd civilians were disarmed
and weepons and ammunition collected. ilitary stores were placed
under guard and protecied from looting. The remnanits of the German
Army had to ba rounded up eond screenod. Working in close coopera-
tion with adjmcent unile, tasks were btaken in hand. The month of
occupation in the various arcas west of the Rhine River had given
the Battalion a groundwork and conseqiently the duties were nok
onerous. Austria wes n besutiful country. The people chesred and
waved; and reacted more like they haed been libsrated than conquered.

All it repreésented to us though wes a place where the war had ended,
and where the Germany Armies Ead finalgy met defeat. Our pursuit of
the enemy hed Found us traveling over hundrede of miles. From the

" training beaches in Morth A?rica and the multitude of atrange sights

and oustows we had babttled the Gormans through Italy, Frante, the
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Rhine provinces, Germany wnd Ansiria. The battle was ended in Buropes
It had been a fight o endurance 2nd strength and courage; a fight
which we had won because wa had belisf in greater ideals. Victory

was ourd. The escubchicon of the 171ab Field Artillery Battalion had

- mever blazed brighter than at that hisloric moment on May 7th when
- the victory terms wore announced. Great glories had been etched
. on our bannere, and hhe names of battles we had Fought through will
- ping through-histery. Our work, perhaps, was not ended, but the

word "completed® had been written across the Furopean phase of the
conflict. The hisfory of the 13let Meld Artillery Battalion will
long be remembered by evsry man who served so gellantry under the

~ flying colors. It played the game with courage, sacrifice, bravery

and with a full conception of deep devotion to dutys for 416 actual
combat dayd.

@ ,,.\,..[f/{/w

RAYJUND E. XANE
Gaptein, Pield Artillery
HISTCORIAN
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UNIT CASUALIY BLIST

RAK A.9..  DATE TYPE

BATTERY "GY

st Lt 0-1170619 4 May WIA Multiple
SFW Rt & Lt
Legs
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Car ibou, Maine
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HEADQUARTERS, 13157 FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
' APO #36, U,S. ARMY

1 July 19k5

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Historical Records and Histary of (rganization
0 with Concluslons. “

T0 s Commanding General, 36th Infantry Divislon, APO #36, UsSe Army.

1. Transmibbted hererith is the recards of the 13lst Field Artillary
Battalion entitled Operatlons in Germany for June 1945,

2, The operations of the battalion in June were similar in many
respects to those of May 19L5, that 1s May operations from the 1lih fo
31 inclusive. Occupation, rebablilitation, and policing were the principal

. Tunctions of the battalion, Occupabion in that villages and towns were

' gereened for wor criminals apd their associates, German soldiers that

. have not been proparly discharged, and Milltary Govermment installations,

" ag well as military installations were made secure, Collectlon of military
timued and general police of “the areas

. '-‘_j-_s';; atores of food and equipment wag con
i1l of the Allied Armies was imposed upon

~'" was carried out. Above all the

.- %the Germans through occupaktlon,
- the idea that the Nazl Regime was finished

- Rehabilitation in that the redeployment program was begun and gsoldiers with
many months of combat credit were made ready for and transferred to Categary
. 1V fnites for movement to the
.+ Also the American soldier was g
. vwictorious and the eonquered, 1t 1s
" patlons to understand the Oerman wa

The Germans were thoroughly impressed with

1ven the proper prospective regarditthe
difficult far soldiers from democratic
of Llife and this was emphasized

- ;_'hl'n‘qughaut the mon . th of June with 41l American soldiers,

3, Conclusions from the periodis operations:

‘a, Experience thus far in am occupational role has proven that

the overall plan for Allied Milltary Government of conquered Germany is
. agound and warkable, btubt many administrators of the system are umnrilling
. or incapable of adapting the plan to the local situation, Official :
‘admintistrators seem to.have a clear picture of what is to be accomplished

{on seems to baffle ghem, An exact system

- of handling displaced persons 1s lacking, a dofinite plin of imposing the
" will of the Allied Natiops upon the Germans is lacking or mayis it should
| be said that the proper impression has not been made at all +imds and
possitly & little favoritism has been shown certain individuals in various

.

. towns or villdges: Saa
7y, 1t 48 definite that the Germaus are ready and willing to
© . admit defeat in 211 realms, They are receptive of the Allied will and
. can be given the proper prospactive regarding their future and the destiny

" of their nation if the proper impression is made and they are dealt with
‘ ¢, 'The redeployment \program was begun in Juns and worked in a .

ki st o bnnsag,

and the Allles were the conquerors,

states and ultimate separation from the Service,



’gr;‘e wendn,,

very efficient manner,larpe groups of man and officers wers transferred
with lightning like speed, (ld organizations were tarn up and new ones
formed in record time, Wibthout a doubt officers and men with much combat’
service would have received the program much better amd without the losg -
of much mental and physical energy if they had been mare orientated as to
their future in the army and military system, Gemerally officers and men
have a deep feeling of responsibility amd loyalty to their country amd
are willing to serve, but doubl ard uncertainty are factors that should
be removed in arder to promote the higheat degree of efficiency,

UTHER E, ORRICK -

Lt 0014, s Ae
Comanding
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_ For the firsh :ire in more shan o mars, the 13lgt
Fleld Artillery iattslion spont a complets month avay from
. war. Sinos landiy: in Africa, in April of 1543, the ‘Date
- -talion had either leen in a ronstant state of alert for
. oom'et or hed astually been engeted. June was a full
month of "sepqe, ~wover, ~of everyone had the opportunity
~to enjoy it with 4he “attelion, hacsuse the Army Redeployment
Program was begun and shipments Shat vitimately tranasferred
more than 50% of Hho enlisted and o Ticed Personnel got
under way,

In n letber frow 7Lk Army, dated 15 June, 1945, the

. 1315t was officinlly nobiifed that i+ had been placed in
Category I (Uooupasicngl Tuliae) of the redeploymant (ate-
gorjes. Althouzh Taned wih Ny mors moves, and with a terrific
change of personnsl, Lo bolance of the men eould look for-

viard to duty in Sormeny for gome time to comg .

Hence the entir: month of Juno was devoted to ococuzaidn-
al duties, but the pro lows of occupation seemed to diminish
85 the Pattalion ‘weanme ba ter mcauninted with the routiing,
The primary, objeotives were the disarming of eneny soldiers,
~Begregating and rooning of gurrendered Lroops, rolleoting
~of arms and eomunition, and security ~uards to Prevent looting,
disorder onrioting. Also %lie Jettalion established check-posts
on all main rontes of travel to prevant the promigeious travel
of oivilidns, Burine the month ey displaced personsg wers rg-
turnad 4o their nelive land apd rass rastrictions were glackened
in order to allew svarness “n roturn hong, espeially in cages
-Whare distanreg Waro mol toe preat, . '
" The Patfalion weeupied two sroas during the month of June.
- The first being Ottateuren, Serrmany, and its irmediate vioinity.
- The first 13 days of ihe month Were spant in and around the town

 ~:and~it Was a‘very plessant shay, beoause all of the Ba“talion
VRS billeted in Ottcbsuren in spacious publig buildings or hotels.
iy Reoreational faoiliting ¥ere much more plentiful than in any other

s““place the trécps had heen hilleted, 2 sWimming pool end thoeter
. Were secured and brreugements were made for the troops to have

' dce~crean Iréguenily. Rotront ceremonies were held in the town

. 8quare and these Battolion formalbions neemed to irpress the Ger-.
“«ngn'piviliand. o ST -
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A decided inmproveient was oobiced in tha zilitary bearing

and courtesy, a-d the vn'iverm = werance of the Battalion.

The prosedure of haviny opy Zotbery train, one screen vile
lages in %he sector, wrd two stayd -vard was gontinued .
Training to polich vp militar; courtes: and disceipline was
stressed, and an &thlelic scheduls which affected almost
every member oi the Ba talion was carried out. Routins
ocoupational du-iés wore conbtiwed withoul incident. Only
onee was the riot squed sonb ont te quell disorder, looting
by D.P's, atb Egwangen, Coransy, and this proved Go be an
easy tesk. All tewns in oor area Were soresped and all
Germana who had been cown cted Liax olf'iclal wiayg with the
¥azi Party were sent to the C.I1.0. Jor investigation.

On the 13th of Juna, “he 'mtialion bepan it's re-
lief of the 100%th Il in th: scco~d sres Wwe vere to occupy
during June. The move carried “he '"n to the vieinity of
Schwendi, Germany, where it remainod for tho balbnee of
the month. In shérp centrest te ~owbat davs, two days
were consured in melirnr this movs of enly about 20 miles,
Gone was the hustle and digordar of & rnove in battle, and
the guns Were just B rpery of -he ogripment that had to be
carried. “The most imporieut :hing, now, wag to «et com-
Forkable billets for the troops, and locate the units of
the Bn. All &f the towns in shis araa wers smell, and
it wos impossible to billel nll of ‘he trocps in a sin-
ble town, Esch Bbry was loseted in w separate town and
each Btry Commander bacans a 1itile overncr in a litile
town. In keeping with the Division Artillery ‘ommander's
poliey, %he ole man in en:l Biry had the Msat olvilian
hiouse in each town for bis and his olficers' quarters. If pos-
8ible, the big-=wis lazil leedsrs wore disple-~sd and his
home taken for tha Btry Commender, lor il warusually the
best in btowns, The lareesh public Wuildings and hotels
woare used as billehts for Lhe troeps. Back Lown in which
{Lroops wers billeted vias scroened in ths uwsual meoner.

At this stege of the parme, we wore looking primartly for

German soldiers who hd nab beon "roﬂm-ly diacharged, 58
Troopers, Wer Crlminﬂlb, vy people who were vonnantad Wlth{:
War Criminals aqd their aotlvities,. i
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. The laat Totege o7 4 poily vere g2imitiog aad an~ "
wiogz davs Tor sny tr vt o8 b Ga, breause the re- v
CAdm ek vro e gt b ;ﬂt'"sal{:e. i the 29th,
thhr o1 e g Teecscie mea she o cartal oerder et o1l
_".’;;:f_;,:"_ -t pAPipern L Ry ;‘a:‘:,_:tq wold noh leave
ol Lo oerce toroany 1n“JtT o hroe, lwreo res eng L
LB3eny el b s “agectots oz Ly b fatera end s
BRLIVE & BN y 3 tas 2
Cann s rraps med
Cobutdy oo
CAdiffern 4
.“'ailfa. tod
Shhe Juretion Tt vy 2] whetlsr or ncd
ohltay Tad oagda o Tt et ey : . ~ar Yhe Yere 1o~
Aowpt oo ba At ek Tm e f2natring efvilian fobs,
tratr Tamtltla, et ey 150 Loze officrrs
e put ‘yea ru bheir e-rda cucstioned theiv choice when
S various end sundry 1nﬁjr;“~'1*1cu, vare siven s8 Lo tha
exach meantn: ¢ - s oen We 5., Al G. Co Form 157-0.
A% lesat the wojorily of Lhe yes wuen Polt thet they had
~neh bezh proporl, uricuhoabod ss Lo th2 army plan of
Sredaplogment Tor offfcors. Atinchuzd is s list of officers
and men tranzT-re-d durdin; the wenth a9 well as & list of
officers ond wen sacoived Tros othor units,
: Thiz Lhe ]“l Fo A, Ju, corriad on with the same slogen,
Mg Flay The Game" and 1% wap g3 crnrropiste in oceupstion
‘and redeployuent as In coobzt.  kore offjcers in the 131 F. A,
Coromained with tho division Lhan any okher artillery Bn.
Thoso ef'ficors o+ lcyal, devotad %o duty, and with a
keen sense of reouponsibility. The enlisted persomnel,
Cpome 150, that have beea ith tise Bn. For many mombtis will
oo Borve ag the noucleus Tor an erganizatiocn that will be as
“Uyigoroud amd proud se the old erizinal 131 F. Al With
S mapy good men and ¢fficara frow such oubtstanding divisions
- as the 63rd, 84th Tof. 31V1slona, and the 12th Armored
- Division, the future of this Dn promises to be as glorioua
.88 the past.
S
; EDSOH ‘I, GAYTHCRDY. |
g 1st, Lﬁ., Field Artiller;
é HIBTCRIAh
' S
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70 Fesd lnes 1o taw "Sters ol stripea" state yroudly that
 redspleymiob is DU dugs sheed oo sehedule, Tndentry Divisions,
~ aleny a4tk slement: ol Lo ST and Jsivice Forces are on thsir
ey hoio or sra oivg Iirect ly o the facific Theatrw, Huw
- does all this aficct the 13lat Fiold Artillery 3sttslion, which
18 slated For cccupsticnal dubty? T4 means a nugaer of things;
Pirst, the Dsttalivo, in tha scpth of July, undervent 8 onange-
-over of personnsl uncgualed in the histery of the detialion;
sspondly, it wuans that tne .etitalion e continually tsling
over more and were terribory snd cecupational dubies; thirdly,
"4t mesns the lcas of cld and deer friws, All wen and officers
CUwith 85 peinte cr uwe, snd who hud oxpressed the desire to
be sepasrated [rea Ll hray, left the zattalion in July. Mo
attempt will be auds ja this awonth'o history to describe the
“loss -or gain of ceoh geporate cfficer and asn, HowWever, @
‘1ist Will be attsched vewing these won and officers who Were
trapsferred from wni rzported to the 131lst.

A% the end of the sonth, bho liettalion Qoumander and tWo ’
Battery Comaandsra, Lepl. lLarssn oo 3ervice Battery and Capb.

Fielder of "A" 3ztlery were the only remaining ccumanders who

" had seeth sobion with the 131st, Tor the muet part, our officers

" and men Were transCorrod to the G671 Tofantry Division, and a
" yosber of the &3lat Field Artillery battalion of that Divisiocn

phows thmat four of Lte Comasnding CLficers are from this Battalion

“and the ether twe, fron the 30th Civieion Artillery, The ,
‘majority of the enlistel wmon slec Were transferred toc the 63rd
 Division with the 124h Armered Division getting second. choice.
~..Bome uzn in the Labttelion with lov pointe wers transfierred to

S unite go%ng ¢ the Pocific.

S 1 wag Lhe Division Artillery Gomwander's policy to epresd
'lthe remeining cfTicers of tans 13lst oub to the other Bettalions
" in Division Artillery. ile Felt thui the 22 offjcers who remained -
" 4n tho 173let would do tie Division Artillery more good Af they
were tramsferred to other Sattalions who had fewer officers
rewaiuoing from bhe old Division. Jonsequently, we lost preotically
avery officer who Jes with the Jattalion st the end of the war.
ERARET jmpossible to reccrd in a nerrative form the disposition
“of all tliese ofiicers and wsan. There is one officer, however,
" whose departura ausd be noted in this Battalion’s history.

j!

|

} s A

5 - o

il




b

k?ur*n Wieh senernl Hess! poliey

Jaler [lan Acera, 4
wos wrapsferred Lo Lue 1554 Tinld Artillary sattaljon un the
TAGR < far meoatn, Shertly aftervords, e left to fske up
-2 jab fu the lsb Aramoered Division.

the Divisdon Ardsillury 2
aojor Ayers hal ba.n with thy Jettilion since dationsl Gusrd
daya bofers jts m.oailizebsion te octivze duty. Yo served ae

a Junicr (OTiezr sn! Lotbsry Zowmaznier 42 treinins and entsred
(5]

comvat at 3aleriw 30 %o labtelice Ltosistant 3-3. Tn Ttaly,
he teok over the j.h ¢f 5-2 which ho held until he was aade
Exscutive (ff'iczr ia January 1945, His nizi regard for the
dattalicn bnd th: aip end cificers in 4t, his coaslebe know-
ledje of Field Artiliviy, sad his rreat devotion to duty will
aliays malke hifa zusod wl in whis Settalion's Yistory ae one
of ite grestest cllicers., Tt i3 herd to pick out one thing
that ilajor Ayers Jii Ivr the Division which stands cut from
8ll thec rest.  TE 1L Led tu b2 dony, it would probably be
his worle for the laolin, s 3suthers France. At this time
he werled in conjuncbien with the liovy and Was respensivle
Ter leading cne cumiot team for 4 landin:. The emoothness
with which this lonling enl itw svusuquent operaticns were
carried out je a direct refliction vo the iMajor's ability

to take ovér eny laall. luny other officers who have given
long and faithful service to ths Battelion sad have now goue,
will be inisszd Sroolly, bub with Jajor Ayer's departure, we
have last cme of bi reracualbies who wee characteristic of
the Battelion.

ajor Allen R, .reenc hos taien ilajor Ayer's place as
Executive ( ‘fficar ile caxz Lo ua Trun the 100th Tnfantry
Division., e weloenao binm Lo tho orpanszation and pledge him
ths seme cooperuticn that was shown uajor Ayers.

The first of the month found 4 e dattalion in Gber-
Balzheim wHers w2 head bveen four half of June. Here we had
no guard ddty. o acreened ovne town a dey and continued
as much training ns peagsible with Lhe personnel available.
Cn the 6th of July, we sent an advence detail of 65 men to
dohwabisch Gmund te relizve the suards of the 100th Div-
islon Artillery. 1hs foliewin: dey, the remainder of the
Battalion moved fron the Cbe:~)alzh“1m ~ #ain area to the
© Gumund aaraa.| Criginelly, we had sesyen posts of 65 men,

o Tl o : - 1”ﬂ{£?uifq R
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cwWadeh régudlzd te duituz oo w1l svatlasle Len 1o cur reduced

streagth sabteliin. [n the 1lth & July ve were relieved cof

-all our towh posis by the 13%wd om 13%5th Pileld isrtillery 3stt-
plicne and bnly e 4C wen uard on the Zisplaced Persons Csup
nesr Gmund ramainul, (n Lha 1280 ob July, we startzd a weal
during uh#ca che Jabiery woo alerted Jeily to be preparad to
nmeve oub cn ene beur's actice to gquell ary vprising. This

was nct nuc&aaarg, hodevor,
x|

Tt 18 cbviocus thal dursu; July, o sresti mejority of the
3ettalion wig euzerzd :n juare duby, hut all sossible effort
~viag oubt Loervierd to biin: enizrdainiest end relazaticn to ithuse
S0y en dubyd Stace drzva ore o usay clner troppa il e Saund

area, including $.0¢ cor @ ooaog.oar.ors, LliEre wers many wuwvises
and USC saowa Ler S aen to etbend. Cubtstanding awong this
centertaimnent was L. aspecrance of auch stars es Jack Benny,
Tnizrid Berguan, an' catrdes Idllie, in Yound., Tt waen't until
aftsr th: 20th of J1,, noizver, before encugh wen Were on
~hand to ecarry on epy sort of tthlutia progrem, At the end of
the month edch Jattery Ll a coftball tedmplaying regularly, snd
- @ Battalion . aofthall Loow ad token shwpe and was resdy for
any eomers, Thu ¢{'ficers’ tcmn playod three geaes, losin, two,
‘but showed promisc for future victories, The mon wore billeted
- in either civilian Tones or wablie Luiliings and the greatest

- effort uas put Lorwari by the Sottery Ccauendars to make their
living conditions ss ccufcrtablo as sousible, ' : '

- Cn the 21st cff July, juet as tu: Battulion bezen to get
acme wen svailabls Lor trainipng,, opirniion "”ally-ho“ was bezun,
This operetion cousizseod o eblect, ol asarching and screening
~every dJderman sdull over 16 years old in cur srea; oFf ssarching
their lowes; and of condusuin: show-doiun inspectiona for all of
‘the troops in our area. <nly 4 hours were mllowed Por this
: operation, and consequently, the -att:lion worked from 0430

g:until 2150 for %uo days. The purpcso of the operation was

* mangfold,: TL wos Gop2d thot oll Pircaraws, all radio traens-
?mit ers and ‘all explesives Jhich had thus far been ovverlooked,
' wuuld be pioked up. ALl Germen voldiors, vwithout discharge,

."' "ll' T
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On Angust 16, 1045, one wear to the day sinos the 131st
Field ;rtillory storusd nceross the San Raphasl beaches inko
rance, pesco ones more came Lo the world. The Japenesse,
after having timir siavimwe pover severaly taxed by the whole
Rugsian srmy sind 5 couples of atom hombs, decided to accept
the news alone with Lhe rest of the world. That which the
Battnlion hed Greined awd foupht for since its activation
on ovember 25, 1040 had finally boen achieved,

The ord enre quiclor than snyone thought possible. At
the start of the ronil, it is doubtful if there was one man
in our understronsth Jatbalion vho conod_ded the Allies a
chonce of finishing Lho Japs before Chrisbmas. In faot, there
was little anid about it. Bvervone was trying to decide what
was to happan te hingall, individvally, in the redeployment.
Fost of owr friands with high roints had gone home -and some
with lov points bed mone on to the Facific Theatre. Such
queetions o=z, "1ill I fizht apain? What sort of an cocupation
duty will I have if 1 sbny heret", were foremost in the minds
of the men.

Qur Battolion ebrangth was 3535 at the beginning of August.
Our orders were to train, carry on occupation duties, and work
towarde a Iarpar nnd betbter I 0 B program. Viith the numbasr of
mon we had, tho Lhree were incorpatible. The men wore confused
a8 to their primury duty; they were discouraged over the amount
of puard duby; and they saw little chance +o get homs within
‘A year.

On the Gth of Aurust, replecements besan reporting to the
Battallon. Thex were indeed walrome, for it relieved our
guard duties, ant the $-~3 seotion saw & chance to carry out
the division's policies. 4 grand total of 132 men had reported
by the time tha month was half over. As the new men ceme in,
they were, of course, very uncertain ass to their status. They
too, ware discourared anbouk the future and confused about the
present. Thnt 50 day furlough in the States that men going to
the Pacific were almost cortain of getting, loomed large in the
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minds of sow: - lores cnouph Lo make them forget about the
fighting Lhat wenld folluw. Therefore a mumber of moen began
dieccussinm vavs Lhol Lhey could pet out of the 36th into a
division Lhal sine not bo occupy.

The pbtiitudo and merale of +the men wae no% sll that
could be deasirved, and the oficers could do 1ittle abhout ik.
They vere beiny transforred so fast themselves that a
dofinite [repram wor hurd to eosbablish. A clear cut picture
of any priwery duby wns lackinyg. One bip question in everyona's
mind was thoe oxpet permanont nres thet the division was to
ocoupy. Thias nuestion was overshadowed, however, by each
individual's yuestion of hov long he would remain in occupation
duty.

Thon tho victuro bopan to chenge. The Russians following
epreements rala ot Foladam doclared war on the Japanese and
yadg large nende athnobs in Yorthern Fanchuria. The U. S.
superforts dronpad two sbtomin bowbs on Wagasski and Hiroshima,
and the yoporin of bLheir efloct ware unbelievable. The
Japenase almosl imeedislely oponsd negotiations for surrender,
After a btensa period of wailting, on Aupust 15th, the official
word was recaivoed bhal the.svrrender had heen settled. The
war was over; vedeployiant $o the Facific was cub: the dis-
chargs scheme was cerbein to change dailv; and everyons except
the very lew puwint non looked forwerd to wearing eivilian suits
before another voor was pnst. Everyone knew what occupation
would require, and they bolieved in the necassity of ococupation,
but they slso hoped that men who had not fought would be the
ones to put in time io Sermany and Jepan.

Immedintaly rumors of move men leaving for home spread
through the Dottalion. The romindsr of the month wag spont
in wild speculation as Lo ench individual's ohances for
relburning heme. Yie lost two more proups of men with hirh
points and one Inres group of offiesrs, the names and dige
position of Lhose onlisted ren and officers appear in the
annex to bhis hiistory. As the month drew to a close,
Parsonnel nesvres vs that we shall lose as many in September
as we gainad in Avgust,
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If the hictary of the 1314t Fleld Artillery Battalion wewe
compared to a horse rrce, tho rocerds for September would be labsled
"The Last Lap" » The flrst of the mmih found the Battalion with an

onTisted strangth of four hundred {welve (412), iwenty (20} Officers :
and two (2) Warrant Officers assignod. _

The firsi {iltesn dnys of September were days of promige.

The oaliber of the training improved, the I and E program was intens.

1fied, and the seourity m.ssion of the Battalion waes accomplished
without mehap., The risaion of the Battalion Had been ineressed slightly
in that a survey was to be mada of all Corman Army and Air Force faoil-
1tles and instellations in the United States Zone of Oocoupation. This
was mocomplirhed in tho 131st aanigned srea without diffioulty, and air-
raid shelters, gun plis, ote. were resdy for destruction at the olose

of the month. The training for this perlod was sparked by small mrms
firing, talks on militrry justies, apd olose order drill in mass form-
tions. Also, mintennnes of materiel wos stressed. Instruotion in
several cournes wes sucesnsfully belng carried out and much enthuslesm
and interest was demonstrated in the olessroom work as well as in the
daily orientntion lootwras. TIn npite of the rumors, the men and offivcers
were oonvinoed that osoupnbion wns the role for the time being at least,
el were preparsd to omrry oub a construstive program. The Division
Review commemorating 8nlarno Day, 9 Soplember 1943, wae suocessful in
that the men and of Fisers of the Datterllon were happy to be a part of
guch s celsbratlon, amd tho day was well planned for the enjoyment and
entertainment of tha troops.

During the fivat half of Septoembsr, the Battalion reinforced

148 recreatiomnl progrem by the addition of two olubs in Gmund. Form=-
erly these clube wers oparntsd by the 132nd Field Artillery Battallon,
but ware taken over by the 131st Fisld Artillery Battalion when the
other battalion was moved out of town on the 10th of September. Onm
of thess oclubs was donlgnanted the "Battalion Officers Club", the other,
"The Ruby 105 Club" for enlisted persomnel. These clubs were very
Wolicial apd were opzrnbtod very sucsessfully for a period of one week.

e olubs were offininlly openad on the l4th of September, and were
ologed on the 21st of feptomber due to the shortage of personnel. The
Battalion mlso had n very goed athlatio program in the making, which
inoluded begketbnll, touch-football and ping-pong, but all were com-
plstely disrupbted by tho wholeoale transfer of persommel, which was
effected on ths 15th of September.

On the 15th of Soplember the Dattalion was notifled that the
Division had been placed in Cetegory IV and was slated to go home for
denotivation sometime in the nonr fubure., Thus began the transfer of
lerge numbers of officnrs and onlisted men to such units as the 66th
Armored Field Artillery Betbtelion, 661lst Fleld Artillery Battelion,
lst Armored Division, Wrd Infantry Division, and the Delita Bage Seotlon.
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Rumeres have 1% that the 36th ie toing home. The only
thing "officinl" on it camo Irom "The Stars and Stripes",
which stabes Uhet 1ho %Warp Popartment is doing everything to
got the Hatioanl Guord units back to their original states.
It said however, that the portonnel now in the Hational Guard
Divislons would not he alffeoted. Did this mean that the
name of the Atth olone was to bo sent home? As the month
ended, nobhiv is cortain except that World War II is over
and evenbually everyono will 0 homa.

On the dny thot the surrender of the Jap foroes was
belng fixed in Washingbon and Guam, s celebration was being
held on The Niviers Lo comrerstn the 36th Divigion's landing
there. Lb. Col. Orrick ond 4o pleled mon from sach Battery
ropreasenked tha 131 at the groan beach ceremony. They re-
portad it to 1w n conploto success and & grand tribute ko
thoso men vhie Lost Lheir lives with the division. A bronze
plaque was nrvisled ns a rermansnt tribute to the Division
from the French reopls, and Mans for & much more elmborate
structure for tha sam purposs were rovealed .,

Tha ceremonr aonsigted simply of the playing of the
Hational snthem of 7. “a, Fronce, England, and Russgia, while
Arerican, ™riltish, @ French Army and Wavy troops stood at
attention., Short epsoches by Ethe digniteries presemt and the
unvieling of the plagus completad the cOTRMoONY .«

The 1314 Field Artillovy Tattalion is proud to have
been part of the expnrily oonducted mssault at San Rapheel .
It will alwnvs he = highlight in the history of this Battalion.
The pride we o1t as the Nuttalion was eited and the general
rejoloing of Angust 15, 1945 was not so great, however, as to
ovorshaduiing the feolings wa have for won in this Battalion
who lost Lheir liveg in Vorld var IT. It is with great reliel
that we renlinn the var is over and no more 131 men will pay
the supreme snerilice Ly enemy actlon., %We shall not forget
thosge wha did. lig nre fully cognizant of our debt to them in
oontinuipg the fight 4o keep America fres from aggressors.
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The history of tha 13lné field Artillery Battalion for the month of )
October might well be devided inko three phases. The three main sccomplishments
of the Battelion wers, (1) Recophion of high point personnel from other units,
(2) Continuation of securily mission, and (3) Preparation for bthe movement
homa. Though each phase is diacusond neparately here, they were, of neesssity,
carried on simultaniously, within tha bahtalion.

The history for Saphtomber 1945 reveals how the low point men were &trmns-
ferred out of the battalion. This continued in the early daye of Octoher. On 1
October the hattalion had a strength of 170 Enlisted Men, 17 Officers and 3 Warrant
Officerse By 15 October the battalion had been built to a strength of 553 Enlisted
Men, 36 Officers and 4 Warrant Officers./ The number of transfers and assignments
are 00 many to enumerate hero. The Aﬁqgcorem of the enlisfed men pssigned to the
battalion from 1 October to 175 Octobor wers helween %9 snd 85. The officers assignad
to the battalion during thin snme period had AR scores between 80 and 100. BHatween
15 October and 31 Octoher enlistod man hpving ASR scores of over 85 were transferred
out of the Divieion to units having an earlier shipping date. During the same
period enlisted men having ASIl srores of leas than 65 were transferred to units
having a later shipping dato. Enlisted men hnving 65 %0 69 ASR scores wers trans-
ferred to other units within the Division. This left the unit on 51 October with
enlisted men haveing ASR scoran hetween 70 and 80 and .officers with scores over 80.
The reception and aseignmont within the babtslion of these men Wwas complete success-
fully desplte the fact thab mon frequently arrived on very short notice or with
no notice a?le-

Even though Alert Orders gnd instructions for movement to the port area
Were receiyed 2 October thie unit was not relisved of its secirity mission of GMUID
and vicinlty. Until B October this created n hardship on gll personnsl. Men were
borrowed from other units tu cane the situation. Our greatest disturbances were
oaused by Displaced persons ralding and looting German homes. One German civilian
Was shot in one of these raids nenr {ALDSTETTEN. However on 8 October sufficlent
perasonnel had arrived to incrcape our guarde and patrols to adequately cover the

areas After thle date, our disturgences Were limited to curfew violations. On 15

October the 138t FA Bn wan officinlly relleved or security of GMUND and vicinity

by the l4th Armored Inf Dn of the lst Armored Divieion but becsuse of a shortage

of personnel within that unit the 151 FA Bn still mginteined the security of the
Hardt Oaserne. A% this writing, the sccurlty of this Caserne is slternated weekly

by this battalion and the 132 A Bn. On 16 October this battalion with the aid of
the 132 FA Bn and Co "G", 14th Armored Inf Bn pulled a "Tellyho" operation on the
Blemark Oaserne, which is the Polish Displaced Person Cmmp here. 300 men and officera
partieipated in the operation, which wan highly successful from s surprise stand-
roint. Approximately two thounand (2000) rounds of small arms ammunition was found
and confiscated. Several unsuthorizad Wenpons were located, mlong with an assort—
ment of American equipmoent, montly clothings Confiscated property was either des-
troyed, held as evidenca, or turned in to the Froper supply agency. People in :
possession of unauthorized proparty were turned over to the AMG Detpchment for trisl.

On 2 October Alort Orders and instructions for movement to the port
area vere recelved. A tentaktive rosdiness date for departure of thie area of 15
October was given In these inetructions. Preparation.for movement to the port by
motor waes etarted immediately. Drivers troining and motor maintenance were given
priority in most cases. Fhysienl inspections and dental surveys were given gll
the enlisted men. V D. Control and orientation wes also stressed. Organized athletics
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These transfers were affacled on the following dates, and the dates follow

the order of units linked above: 15 Septerbor, 123 enlisted mon, 16 Saeptember,
14 enlisted men, 21 Soplember, 20 enlinaled men, 22 Sepiember, 65 enlisizd men,
end finally 30 Saplstyvic, 20 disted men, all of which left the battallon
with & oritionl shortnge of parsonnsl. , °

‘The seourlty minslon of tho 13lst Fleld Artillory Dattallon was inoreasod
on the 21st of September by baing made responsible for the town proper of Gmund.
The XXI Corps hed been ronponsible for the town proper until 1t booame inoper-
atlve on the 2lst of foptombor, nil henoe the incrensed security mission. The
deorenged strangth of tha battnlion mado this enlargement of our mission diffiou
and the battallon went on record ns reporting that our guard was Imdequato.
Vory 1ittle was dono about thls because of similar personnsl shortages in other
units, Ve did hevo "L Zompany of the 143rd Infantry Reglment etteched, ond
some help from the other Lntinliona, bub our guard was propertiomlly enlarged
and the situntion was quite soricus at the end of the month. The oiviliaens
in the aren caused 1o troubls whatsoever, but the displeoed persons were again
guilty of looting, pud ~ran rosorted to bloodshed to attain their ends. As
etich new sltuadion arvss, n nev methed of defenge was {ried, but the shortoge
of men we had, madoe our beat of forts hardly adequete for the situation. A
Seventh Army Inspoction Torm visitod the battnlion tovmrd the end of the month
apd noted that the saourity goard furnished by this bettalion was inndequats.
Their inspeotion of tho bettallon, so far as is knowvn, revealed that the bathinli
was in good corditlcn, exeopt for the shortage of personnsl negessery to carry
out its inoreased seourtiy mission.

During the Insb fiftoon doys of Soptember, practleally all of the organio
squipment of the battrlion wes mede rendy for, and turmed in to +the appropriate
supply sgenolen. Only the vehioles, nrms negessary for guard duty, and kitchen
equipment was left at thn ond of the month. The bulk of the equipment turned
in was in excellent condition, and we wore told by the various supply agenoies
that the equipment tuwrnodl in by the 131at Field Artlllery Battelion was the bost
in the Division. Junt one mora inslanso of superior performance by the men and
officers of this battnllon, which has boon charaterilstic of this battalion
sinos agtivation on 25 Hovembor 1940,

Of the few man nwl officors: romnining in the battalion with enocugh points
to go home, ticketa for pragapo Lo the United States arae being socured, apd i%
is beleived that this porsommwl will bepin thelr homewerd trek in Ootober.
Vary fawr of the remnining sizly seven {67) soldiers with snough poinis to go
home, 60 or above, have soen combat with the battalion, About all that is left
of an old combat orgnilizstion, known +to mny &8 the 13lst Field Artillery Battali
is the name. The Qotobor histery oan relate how the mame was returned te the
United States.
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wae mot overlooked, even with marny things to do prior departure. Division
Artillery sent inspection teams through the battalion inepecting Adminietrative,
Supply and Motors. Al)l personnel recordn wore personfally inapected by each
Battery Commpnder. Thon on 16 Qctober the resdiness date for departure of
this ares was postponed for nn indefinite perlod. Morale dropped of course,
but not to the danger lovel. Athletic and other recreational activities were
Intensified. An intre NDivision touch football league Was organized and to
date the 131 FA Bn hee won pix (6) and lost none. An intre Battalion fouch
football league was mlec Cormed, ap well an an intra battmlion softball and
volleyball schedule. An enlistnd man's dance wae held on 25 Ootober and waa

a great aucgqsa. However, preparation for movement to the port arem 1s still
going on,ms, 19 October Division inepection teams began inepecting personnel
recorde. Tﬁia vwao done under the supervicion of inspacting authorities from
the Assembly Area Command. There is much spsculatlion as to whht is going to
happen and when this unit will he leaving. Next month's history should reveal’
many interesting things. . .
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