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eatehlisho ﬂ AL UL P, o hha Tonte ot slaea of the i1l abhove Altoville,
It, Bhirk lem™h mrt. Tyl one 1*'1.. “mﬂbmr ontaide of {“o*m ’ntr* hia
radio \'nl.]e E*e end wot, rde e oy b astehlish on 0.7, on whn
Nill. Phev wern noco ow wisd Tor Gonmers T nad pan n 1:.:1& nn u::.l.ﬂ ar
hervy enervr Tize, [n erlled Shan 4o thae 122nA 0 Tattnlion CP fwiee
Aurine the mirht end A Wbiavian 1030 on acordinstes aveitine fure
ther observalion., wh- Teleahone 1iva s broken halwesn him and the
redio and no conbeel 1vin nde viGh hio ofber thet, I, Shirlr and
B7h. e ware miesince v osehion Ausdins She nislt of santenher 11,

B

1943 ond errly nmorning of oepierboen 17, 19403,

s
3
G

l—uv fuia

Lt Chovora end 6, “eown vdith 20d obtolion advenced vrithout
- opposition, uLb. Ilecrn 'c%*r'inc”w Vita 2pt of the 2nd mattalion sround
north edee ol . Tonrrve, Locvirastly fher vewve bthe Tireh Jrerisons
thare bacruse o wild rooo -‘-imn euouedt,  Thew were Fisaed rnnd cheered
by the eivilirng o “eld then fheve had hoan 600 ho 700 Gerrena in
that viclnitys ™l fher nC mwiled ont ho Lhe north. Hoed Ho Roeon
D .;,stm.?.lre : ronortaed vincd . UG, Ohrewinn held his 0P e ton of i,
S0nrnno, ' S

3 Wher hohy nwlar cover oi‘ dorlmess to
i
AL e
i

DECLASSIFIED P ry




L pvRsLER D
st SR e e

-peitions ns Pollova 3 ﬂ, 75 - 12,56, B, 93.28 - 12,53, ¢, 93.90-
12,85 end IO vrs initisllv ~et up in 2 house durine the night and

et dovmn bhe o7 =nd ﬁDC “cn noved to ¢ erask in good defilade and a4

dquzout construction Dbesun., 'wrhis wnoaition was first helow Altavilla
and it was here thnt lout conteet waes mede with oh. Shirk.

the halance of the night, sent 11-12, 1943, was spent in com-

parative quiet after the 1move To new nosition just south of Altavilla,
srasmodic commnications were had thru the night with lst psattalion,
ltznﬂ Infﬂn%rv whose aree was renidly hecoming the center of interest.
the 2nd Betitalion had met 1ittle or no resistance and had moved outb
of ranse of onr light field pieces and reassurine revorts of all auieb
S came Tpom Lts. Hocrn nnd cheomen, ‘Fhe Apd petidalion 142nd infantry
[ had atbtzined their obisctive apd vere ocuietly holdines their ground.
, Jerry seemed to have more iﬂf@rpmt in the hizh ground thet lst pethtalion
A i held, In the ranidly experndins berch hesd the battelion of infeantry had
C ogccupied a large Area of hich cround and in fect, had bitten off mors

than they could hold. 'The morring of bhe 12th brought loss of contact
with both Lt. Shirk and L, Sewerd, L6, Sbhirkts telepone line was
Cbroken and Lt ueumrd‘g 1ine woz blown oul hy the shelling on the town.,
‘. 8inse aboyt 0200, LLH, “everd’s vecdio wes ont because they had to des-
“troy it when thev surrounded by dermnn wotrols. Yhis vwes done under
Corders of an Infantry Officer in order Yo prevent capbture and use by
~thé eneny., oounds of machine run and rifle Tire were heard from all v
parts of the hill, veriocus revorts besen to dribble in to the P g
and the situation beoame raitirer cloudv. A. lisison UfTicer from 1515t
oA, Batbalion was sssis ueﬂ to ue azg the 1l51st wes to reenlorce our, 4%
firo. Aalso vrecent was o lirison off'icey from the 1§5th #, 2. Bnttallon
for the same purpose. (ur wnmiltions resceived enemy artillery fire all -
day ‘fTrom various calibsred fmog,. b “iuens the shelling zot ewtremely -
‘heavy and it seened tae rnen swent Lold the tine falling to the mround
to avold. stopping shell frnﬂmrmLu. e whine ol apnrosciting shells
gobito. be familidr and the rbilitv of each one to judpe where it vas.
-oipe +o. hit improved to o °HTWT181HU devree of accouracy. After a
ew hoursione dlidn't even bother to duck in a hole or fall flatt after
ocklnpwan éar to the sound and deciding it wes going over.! but alway
in’casge.0df doubt a fellow did a belly flopper into any nearby slit o
trench.”! ThHe men. by this time, were really trench consclous and hone'’
ofithemﬁ eeded encouragement to dig in at, aach and every -pause - of eno h
duration to unsllnp B n}ck or shovel. e S ;

1

»-The tanks dreW*dcmm nmre fire on us so his presence was ‘not as
.welcome as one might think. We began sending observation.parties up
16 the Infanﬁrv to get obscrvation and fire on the Germans, . Ve sent
ut: Capt, Joseph T. Prown and Lt. Ogcar B. Colley in.a radlo car to:

tﬁ ihnll -about: 1300 The1r orders were £0 contact the lst-Battalion

% JUTheqe two OfflﬂPTd WETP mls
@errormance of their du1v undar {ire 1n tha

H - . g et
g T AT R -
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RE PORT OF GASLRLTIES
T e et i

-_xilled i'n j_ct,iom : Koy =
' l

LA SV i

PVT. JAOK LBJDIEY, 55217461, age 23, of _Hq._Bbry., vas killed in 1ive of duty in -
- the vicinity or Restum, Ttaly about 0950 9 Bept. 1943 . He was operating a gen—
- erator‘for g radio, which was being ‘employed for the Purpoae of obtaining naval gun
S fire on the memyy: «when en enemy shell burat emong him, ‘Hvt. 8.P,v. Webb and: ‘Bnsign -
.. Woodward. "The three of them were killed ingbantly, Nearext of I-cin ‘bo the deceaaed =
is his mothar, Fra. ITallie Lindley of . eardafol:ke, W. Va. il

g PVT. SYDI\IEY P v, WEBB 380357959, age 29, of Hq Btry., wa.g lcilled in 1ine of dl.rby

“in the vioinity of Haeatum, Itely about 0930 o Bept.. 1945. He wes Part of a radip
. detail,.tha Purpose of which wae to obtain mval gun fire.on. ‘the. enemy - vwhen an eney
»-shel) burst emong hin; Pvk, Jack Lindley and Znsign Woodward, . The three.of them wore

“killed: instantly. Haarest of lcin ie hia mother, Hrs. Mamie . h’ebb of_Honti_.cello,.
Temﬂo : _ _ R : : :

“NILE OLUNK 55951850, age: 28 of‘ "B“ Btry., wes: lcillad in lino of duf.
n '-_‘v:lc__ihity of Paestum, Italy about o&ﬁo 9 Sep.. 1943, He ‘was rart: of Btry "
O¢: Party uhd&r “the: pommend of b, Clapean,: The. Eroup: }ma ma.king it g '

' the' vicinity of Rieetium, Ttaly when theyiwere forced to:scatter hes
rtillery and me.chine gun’ fire,. * Whenw the- group’ ireorganized a ‘short
lanik ‘v s’ ‘miseing.. It wim later discovered’ thatiMedicos? ‘had : Found
oup. hacl ‘foimm 11y soattered.. He hed been’ killed by mach

,dgé“_fﬁ;,ih" i mother, Hrse Margarat R clunic Lisbon~'

3222)41&3 age , of "c“ Btry.. ‘wag killed in 11
0, Ttaly about 0550, 9. Sept. 1943.." 6" wae &)
Gapte ﬁ_dedgea, whoee miselon wag. ‘to-get to Mestun’ touse'b up
éipzjs..,{?-Enemy Mark IV tanks fired on him and killed h:hn 1n
'137@&;{_'._‘1:__.&1- Mr. Frans&.dw Alfano of 303"

20811;9011 age 21, of 0 R
vi;lla Italy about 1241, 13 Bept

ring o an enemy. oounter—bat.tem. Jnde avy. e
14 he d;givihg his section the ordar o fire’, iwhe
;hell fragment killéd hidr

B E S




Migeing in Action; g

@SECREI~

GAFT, JOSEPH T. BROWN, 0-023969, age 24, battery commander of I Btry. bas heen
wissing In action aince 1350, 12 Sept. 1945 in the viecinity of Altavilla, Ttaly.
he and & fellow offfcer, 2nd Lt. Cacar B, Oolley Jr.. were sent to Altavilla to -
check commmications., That s the Inat time either one imd seen.. Nearest of
kin is his wife, Xrs: Dorothy Edith Brown of Edet Orange, W. Ja. SRR

~ 1st' LT DALTON Y,. MEDLEN, 0-411634, age , attached to HQ Staff has been wiss~
" ing in action aince | s 9 Sept, 1943, Hig duty on landing was to go foward %
and establish liaison for the lat pn. of 142nd Inf. and establish an OuPs to - -
.. conduct navel Pire on the ememy. e and Sgt. Maneell went ‘upP a wooded draw for
the purpose of obtaining hetter observation when enemy tanks opened fire- on them
-wounding Sgte. Mansell, Fyt. Lloyd, who were nearby was fdhwbwn Lt., Medlen maps by
_.an infanbtryman and told to get out. Lt Medlen was last seen with an infantry '
. officer ap tanks closed in around +hem.. Frt. Lloyd and others later on investi-
. gated. the Place whers Lt. Hedlan was last seen, but no trace could be ' Pound of
h‘im-._".‘It};m'e’-thoggm*;- however Lt Lt. Medlen wms wounded al the same time as - -

i.Nearest of kin is his wife, irs, Juanite Ma.cnona.ld_I—iqdlsnr__o_f‘i?"lﬁ__'sp.:_

. ‘Bcn?ﬁp; . Texa g’

SHIRK,, 0~301478, age s of "A" Btry. has been 'miseing in action
ity of Alavilla, Italy ainee ; 12 SBP‘ba."g?ll Jaynﬁ:e was in charge
Pty whose misaion ws to conduct navel £iréfon t 8 enemy. = On 9 'gept,
rondisted taval fire which knooked out 2 gun batteries of 88lg and
nook out . g “windium of 25 tanks-on 11 Sept. 1943, He.was sent to
"Ooslet Brn.. was so as to be ready to: obaerwg'ﬂt:f‘ddybréak;._""I‘fh._f
1ine to the 0.P, under heavy enemy fire,; ~That was the last
- Ib s reported, not officially;,ihowever;‘:f_‘that;:he “wa.8-wounded

and:: szijhs_x:;;want,formrd with the infantry.. Neareat o dein dsihis i

;B 00LLEY JR., 0-1175978,, age - , atteched to Hy.

860 misslng dn action since 1250, 12 Sept.. 1943 in-thel vie

lys i He Whs! taken nlong with Capt. Brown to § '
" That wap the lost time he op Capt. Brown:

f ther Olifford d. Cq.]_ley_‘_of 59 .. Philipa
ON' L WAIE , 20614529, & |

‘ ge 29, of AN Btry.‘.

el He wan 8 member of lst Lt.: gt
e Piradtt AR She feer, M O

eh 0% 004 |labi B wee 80 as to obtain: obgervat
The-lagt timeé éither on wmga gesn was.while ¢

Py unden ‘heavy enéwy fire. Nearest of kin is ‘his

FERRY. L. ROBIVBON, '57200197, age 53 of My phry
200,9 'gept i’ 1943,

12 _ Cortain memberg: of Hg Btry
ver: e':ilgasnf'f."b'een'*m,n",eim:;e. Feareat of kin'is his mother
Bobinson! K ;

of Wellington,, Kaneas..




- seriously lounded ip o tion ‘;:': F r
ricusly wded in jction: oy (: b ‘J. i
VT AT L, L1533, 0-hog 0f, ave o, Ze3. o2 NgH Shry.  de me seriously
~injured about 050, o 5. 1083 4n 4 _vici;w.i’c_;r_of'ﬁighig} w;l'kt,a}élx}“ﬂmt_,er land-
Jipg 1% an bls duty to o to 4he vieindtr of Inestipy L'z-n—i?i’é. an
enemy tenls o.unad fipe ~hi he

_ : W0 sericusly wounded, '-l-’vt_ Alfeno was killed,
- Tearsat of kin g hig wife, lre. lorcoret 2. -Modpes of 28

853T. LAVRZIOR L, DANIZIRZD, AR02skos, ace 24 or iy Btry.. wms seriously ‘wounded
by mortar fire at 0340, o Bepte 194% 3n the vicinity of ‘Faestun, Italy,’ -He ‘wap
. & meuber of It flearn's lizigon Martr vhose duty 4 _
liaiason with 2nd Bn. 0 1hong Infeatry. iearest op kin ig
g8rge of Rb. 1 pox 112 lelvin, Texaa, L N

. -T/5 RUBSZLL ¥, TUVER, 1157564¢, B3e 21, Wireman frop "p® Biry. was seriously
wounded about 0720, 9 gept, 1043 elProximately 150 yda, off Fed
of Hheatunm, Italy, He 1m4 iart of

_ : & party maling g landing 4n a pux
/. landed neap his boat,

¥ vhen s ghell
: 3o1e of the ghell frecements wont ‘through the side of the
~boat. He tmg hit in the bacl

in two places, Toz ‘frogements cutting through Mes
- Web equipment and life belt, S e R

. PPG, LUTHEZ® V. BLACKSITCCK, 20814960, age 24, a yember of Lhe 4h gun section op
; . Btry.."BY 1mg seriougly wounded about 0720, 2 gopt, .1945_approximatesly 150 yds.
LT opp Red peach in the viclnity of inegtum, Ttaly. Xe was Part of g Party making a
dia Aanding in s DUKW when a shell landed neap hig bhoat. | Zome Oof the shell fragements
L ent through the side of the boat. (ne Piece ‘of fragement Pierced his helwet in-
Jurdng his head, | L G R AR

. FFO. ELnoy A, AUSUSTIIE, Zefo34ec,

L _ 3 7, S0Pt 1933 approximately 150 yds. off shope
SN from Red peach in the vicinity of Beatun, Tta lys  He was DPart of g Party making
e clanding in a HUKY when a ehall landeq

; _ _ 3 ¢d pear his boat and somo of the fragement s

L - went through the gide of the boet and atruelk Aucustine in both lege.

f ¢ 'T/5 CHARLES A DERAW, J2175546, ettached froa. 601 7, p. Bn.vap ‘eeriously wounded
: . on 9 8ept.: 1945, ~-He wag a Coile areiator ami <mo wounded while attenpt ings “reach

'PVT, RAY B, WAIILTON, 20814927, app 26, of !
- 0753, 11 gept. 1947 'in the vicinity
:_.-:-Bection'whan 8n Gnewy shell landzg |
.wounded ‘in the ghoulder, - L

’.\"_’Btry.‘_xms sariously Wk _
of lnestim, Italy, e W8 8 wewber of g gun
etwesn. the ‘2nd & 7rd sections.. 'He wng fi
- FVR O WILL AN Js . GREGORY, 20814794, 8 oo 2g, of "u" Btry, g sericusly woundeq
8% 0755, 11 gept, 1943 4n the vieinity. of Begtiz, Haly. Ho wme e member of g
“gun sention angd ¥ea manning big -y When an engpy shell landed betueen the 2nd -
& 3rd Bactions ane wfmndad him in the lege

'i

(Lo

I ecan Y TR . V- _"_‘_1' ) R
A S ; :%«A,ru;mr :'m_,. %ﬁé&;m ‘4-1; S __3 B

on his way thers

% wme to-fo Porwar and establigh
his mother, Eume D bR~

Zeach in the “Ecinity

_ _ _ 3 ﬁ’gé 28, o member _o:f":Etry.' hgh -ht!ggiﬁi'f{s_éo’dim_
. wae seriously wounded ebout 0720, 2 '

30e lain 8t., Mris, Texmg :




' E

Lightly Jounded in cbion:

1/5 JILLIN R, LT, SRMEP107, . 7F of [ Strye wmo licitly sounded By ©o o
ghell fire at 044z, © Zept, 1047 on the heach néay Inegtim, Italy. He wes a .
nember of a durvey deteil, e Avsor cman vo cob the de—waﬁer-proofing grea - to
reorsanize and Tora e aurver o, : T C o

. | ' ' : : : o

FIF. JATTES L. JORAIP, 7A0ATOR, anc 26, of 1§ Iiry. vme lghtly wounded at: -
0700, 9 Sept. 1945, i wasg o wxaher of LC I undler Lt. Zoyle, whose object vge -
to keep in eontact with T.&, of 7rd Tne g L A

537, BRA P, JATSELL, FO0£055T7, ace 26 af i try. wes lightly wounded about
0%50, 9 Sept. 1943. Ve wms e noaber of L.b, 1 under Ls. li6dlen. e and Lb.
yedlen went up e wooded drery 80 ea to 7ot hetter observation in order to fire -
and be wae hit in the lec hy nbtrainel. - : L

PT. LLETT B. LE'EY, 20814614, a=s 24, of My Btry. wms lightly wounded in
the leg y mortar fire in the vicinity of Altavills, Italy on 15 SePt. 1943,
Fe was a member of Lt “earn's lialson marty, who at thet tine, was firing on
German artillery unite, Two directs hits by mortars on & tree nearby caused
him to be injured by fragements of the ghell. '

VT, CHISTER ExBRY, 35484302, of "% ttry. was lightly wounded 9 Jept. 1943
about 1400 in the vicﬁnity of 3inieco. He wme wounded in theright hand by sniper
firea ; . : : o

PyT. DOMALD F. TWE3, 32356174, ace 22, of Ig Dtry. was lightly wounded in
the arm by shell fire on 12 3ept. 1943, Ue was 2 member of the wire section
laying wire in the vicinity of Altavilla, Italy.. = = .
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]:TADQUA‘TI'BT" 152nd FIEID AR['ILI.ET’V BATTALION
1 -A- -'p O- ,")6, Uc u- AI‘I’ﬂy

3

mmmxvm ar OPLRATIOI\‘EI - ITJLLIMI GAHPAIGN
o k o 1=30 NOVR“BER 19'43

period* 1-15 Nmrembsr lf;Lu, operat:r.o
“ba' mmnqa *126d briefly. ' From 1-5:
'y Division Bivoua.u .A,rea.-;‘
ughout this’ periad normg
-i:glion moved ,under ¢ fva |
ougo area’ generally ort

eam, the’ llLEnd Reginiezrbalnc
700 and 2100, 4 Novenber, :

roli with this’ ba‘btaliun was' Battery "B
I;on ¥as, preceeded by-tha hattali n

ed. ,nortln of Capua, Italy.
: oughout 'this: perioi
‘ of-‘{;h




. Forvard Qbserver group 2 cmpnred of ‘¥irgt Iieutenanmt Charles L. ‘Hear

- Officer j#2 and party; First Iieubenant Virginius O. Ruffin and Seces ;

~bonald ¢. Gilpin, "3 vettery Forward Cbservers with their: par{:ies.' -Group ‘1
Firet Lleutémant Gaines M. Boyle; haison officer i wi'bh-par't;y, First 1i ute
danes Ha Stout . and Secord Lieutenant Bernard F. Reed, Mgt Battery Forward' '(bserve

with parbie

g, aistarrb 3'-5, andquarbars Battery Ccmma ing".
Commapding Officer and party, " Bettery Comand 1
16k ttai on Command Post for the. advenoced: pos:l.tin \
; al'of "B", Mc" and Headquarte B
s ‘the'donvoy left for the new location in order
etbicairoralt Battery "C" and’ Headquarbers Battery.
{!all_ roadd/in the Mignano area next to impassahla and ‘mud
efore. dapaﬁ:ﬁre- .

-"in the new. poaition area arouni 22_1;0
" Battery et Map coorcl:.ria




,a.m, ) . o _. o . L

: : _ :
and the planning of future operatians; amd third, the difficulty in mainteining
suitable camunications. 1ire lines, includin; those wmost carefully laid, were
constantly going out or being bhroken by enemy shell fire, by vehiouler movement
in the mud (particuldrly traclced vehicles), and sometimes apparently for no reason.
at all. (ne instancé was reported of a wire line shorted to the grourd by meana
of & phonograph needle, apparently work of some German sympathizer. Never-enmding -
servicing of all wire was required to keep wire communiocations functioning proper-
ly.. The constant rain and the difficulty in ‘eeping moisture away from the radios
and batteries, combined with a supply of batteries not up to standard as far asg. -
.quality was oonserned, hampered rodio comrunication to a considerable extent; amd
made more difficult the job of supplying our liaison officers and forward observers
on the mountains with this essential item. During this two week period to the best
of my recollesction there were not more than two days when it did not rain - and it
probably rained during the night on thoss days. Resupply of ammunition through= -
out this period also presented a problen greatly enhanced by the comtinuous rain. - :
- Long supply lines with next to impassable roads made each amrunition haul a twelve -
hour trip: The Battery positions could only be supplied at night and then each - e
vround had to be carried by hand some 3 004,00 yards to the gun position, requiring
- many hours each night. : ; '

‘Throughout the two week period one liaison Qfficer and two Forward Observers s
were in position with each Infantry Battalion. Initially the First and Secord "
: Battalions, 1;2nd Infantry were in position on the northeasgtern ridge of Ht. fa
' Defensa sloping toward Mignano, the 2nd Battalion on the right. wMission of the e
12nd Infentry was purely a defersive mission - to hold the ridge installation. -
Third Battalion, 142nd Infantry in reserve in position near the foot of the = . By
mountain. gee situation overlay attached. With British units on our left whoge
. mission’during this period wee nlso a defensive nature, it was necessary that all . o
-defensive fires, harassing and interdictory fires, and patrol activity by our
- Infantry unita, be coordinated olosely. As a result. many haressing and interdictory.i.
. misaions, as well as observed missions on targets picked up by our obgervers, were
.- Tired upon in the British sector. In turn Roynl Artillery units assisted in fires
“‘on targets in our seotor, During this period too we had our firgt intreduction to
- what the British mean' by the term "Drum-Fire" with reference to their use of the
25 pounder. The phrase is very desoriptive. . S B Rt

Although many timea our observers were hampered by fog, mist, rain and gen~ -
“erally. inolement westher with accampanying poor visibility, many targets were = =
ploked up and fired oh. And in many indtances information ploked up by the ob= -

servors and pasged on)back through the Battalion Fire Direction Center assisted
the Corps Counter-battery Offioer in Count er-battery missions.. .For detailed ag~.
‘count of missions fired and amcunition expendit -res gec the attached sumary of..
Simoe the Germen had only recently occupied the' area in which we were now.
" in pesition, it is only reasonable to suppose that he had fairly acourate looa~ :
, tions of most of the probeble gun positions we could’ cocupy. This- fact coupled
. with the perfect obeervation he had fram Mt';'Cmnino',"'_l.{t';’_:Iai.__.'Defqnaa_ianﬁ'f}g‘t'}‘*’
. 1unge,. overlooking the entire valley ared, made us. certein from the. beginning
-that we would receive ‘our share of harassing fire’ and’ counter-battery. 'This
"proved to be the case; "B" Battery position,. "c" n- ‘

“Battery.position and’ the Head




ko hmvagsine ;."‘.:'rr.? I et

.n:h‘J'rui':u iabernidantly

5 Looung. Inrels 1w:w'e\.re:r vould fire ap-
«rosrhinﬂ'tie sizeial n b pes ccuﬁﬁ*+“n%fnn we put dovi. Mhy we wers never

~aule o mnderstand simee it cecned b Lingg 'fni fhe German hnﬂ our locations

:accuratelv and hed . ucrrmlFter1 nonaot nLJuqiwent. It is Interssting Lo note that
A" Pettery, which, beoanse o itz west exvoscd vosition was ‘never cnlled on to
Tire ot nizht, was never s J'Fuirr Lo Gemaen 5101' ing of anyr lind, although size-

able concentrations (50-5) 1ﬂundsi wers oub down geveral *imes several hunired
yards to the rizht ilank nnd +o Lhe rear ol the "A" Tatiery position. That more

~-casualiles were not suffered Anrin- 4his eriol i irobably e to oareful con-

-_atructlon of yun nits and s“rjter ﬂL¥u, rca riction of circulation to the min—

.- imum nec633arv, and a 1ot of lugk. :nrq~r¢1’1tirn o nrojecticles used during
Tires idontified the folle wWing tiyes ol artillers uged Ly the German éuring this
1neerd 170 mn sum, 150 nn }HW1tz T, 105 o h.uiuucr sn* ,un, either 75 W oor
03 rm - gun, anﬂ thP 1?01@1 puLe]Ja1Irr. e o

\ ) PE N T T, T R
canerderg Nelfers nt e et Topd

_ Chronolorlha1’y cnc~v Hernss ﬂ‘_f'lr nwd,COunterébﬁ+tcrv fives laid down
.1n or near. battery areas coull be li~\bd Her the murpose of 1Lhis narlpt_ve hove-
©ever it is belisved thol, o abaterent +eo the offcal tlﬂt during the 1nur aey perind
1526—29 Yovenber mo counter~batiory or .wrusczuu lires were r9ﬂnrtad ig uufflclen{:.
. Cn all other datos fire Nl varying Imtencibe jas reoe'vsd “Qur flrat caqva1+lcs
'Lurlnr this operotion were regeived on 22 Foverker 173 “Hpn a ‘shell burst in fgh
U Battery .area at about 1090 Lours am threc men walling guerd vere llph*lv'unanueu.
- ygveﬂber'a shell berst in the "o Dabtery zun wosltlon Lilling two mef,

. f0rr"ous1v wounding one i 1iohtly weurling one wan.  On 2l “ovamber two—members
oo of pattery "A" Forward Cbs roer party el _kll’nl instantly vhen a shell made a
“@ireot hit om the radio tenb 'n wuhich they vere sleeplng. 26 jovember brourht

L two additionnl cagualties when Lya Mo" Tatbors wire -ren servicing wire lines a

“rile south of. 1iznano were 1i v T wourded ln action when a snel‘ burst nearb"
Total cnsue]fLes durdng +he 4o mget periad, © four k:l’ed' one, ser;oualv'wound-

Ced; seven, lightly wounded. ‘ore MIELillO deuqlls concerning the "nzwn3+¢n5

_suffered are yiven in the Terort of Ceruslbicy. Tiuch could Ve written UCPLPtu-
~dng the near misses: There uere meny ef L“um uu, unfortunatelj not enouru as "
;;ev;nence by *hn above parasrach. - e S

R On thﬁ nther sm“e of The fenco howavev TR exoel]eqt adJUBtmEﬂtB wore ¢ am-
S mleted: ‘on enemv Anfenkry i.uua11ﬁ1ﬂﬁ15'-'ru°”tor 5, mortar squeds and rachine
. gvun sections. 'Results con anly Lo surkiged Tn rr“" incteuces 1t enemy nrisoners
cof var all testify to the eff: c“l1enesa ol our artillery fire as being something
‘they cannot take any more. A ew have “’"61 4"u.zs, -Ves up rather +han Tace ad-_

*fd¢tionn1 "nvturnfio ArEAlTer, L During Bhe neried. opprasinetely 105 rounds of

.jpropmrnnda s thion was Lired o AR cron+ times. Tanblblﬁ results are not et
“lmown but 11t ig bc’lcved Hhat owﬂucntrnt1ono el 1T rixed ithismoke and time fire
'-are nrouablv a 1ittle more eilechive, ! Sheortl: Lefors uqu-sr 20 Teverler ‘¢r~+
oo Lieuvlendml Crerles L Hoarn, 7iwiger (ficer vlbh the 2] linkialioan, 1008 Ing
SoAmbry, Temd mn nf he st T oot Cadge ) s el Lne‘q,nrr~ ;ue“ﬁw ad-'_
Goodwstment alie abialich o ntg ST N rbll r‘v T Anention three: d’"”rvaﬁt_”
'fﬁtr ~uﬁ1%5*tPrv' : | AT Evﬁﬂﬂ“v' eflectiyvelsy n'nu”aT—'
codzine encha 'fj’ttln R A r*" exry Tire uﬂ”-T"Wth cbhat niehb oand gk
lieved ! Hq+ the ﬂfrrgﬂ "qu” Tar t1f G\LPLH" “urc rﬂ* er e¢f:ptévc1y_i:5r27_
]

o

FoT AR




cheractherized b the eltective
Lecatiion ventier mwith ks ateo o
chanerfilness of the switchboard

Syt e

art elTialent mgraty o

,;:,,,,;',u; [CE N S v s ,1: -
wrrralors; : 11(:::%;1{:::: rews, First neohiced afber the
lawline noa ot Ll ol tren o a eonbinuntion of good
uart well done. Tledr avo
Under cover of darlmess on the nishkh of 30 *’over*r;er, nat,ezﬂ es "““ Mge .
an? pesdquarters displaced “a advanpced srogifiang in Lr*e v:.czlnr‘cy of “A" Natterys
o tery SO0L000, "C" pathery at

Col1b7. Cowmand Post anl »ire w“m,“"r \,m"‘ er OQD-)O?JC; The move was made _
in order to render wn'e effective suppert during Luture cOIlte*nﬂla‘F“eq operations.

position, Surveycd l,-oszﬁsm im oacoupiod,y
n

Frenared under ‘c‘m dircebion of the Bettaliom C,om:AnnJer.

LJ«M ngﬂﬁe w5

I g PICTAD L. BLIDE®D -
. - _ : Capta1n, Fleld Ar’hlllery '

‘Assisted in prﬁpal‘ation by

T/S John V. Hawk 1nsx, ”q ;:t w 13 2 Fuh. Dn.,
Cpl ¥ilton J. Brar::er Typist -~ "o Dbry 132nd §,A. Dn.

Charks and 0?&1‘18.}?&‘» :

Tech. Sgb. John D. Cothan, Tip Fhryy 15200 PUp. B,
T/l; JO"EQh W. IicClure, rg it ry 38nd FL.A. Bn.

FPire z.fi_ssion infornation:

S/Sgt Donald R Eope, g Diry 192nd F.i. pn.

.-“m’mr“{mm( s . . - D 2
: . y e »\f!?ﬂmm_-‘u”\"ﬂm}’..e-whrm;v .

ASSIFIED PER Exmrrxvs CORDRR 17386 cooiv o aa mn U




crd Tnatad gk tonn ol 37 allb‘coff'd datersitantly

‘ I AT 1527 I '"re‘" hewever woauld fire ap=

prosching the size 8 n habhove ecnoorbratd o owe b dsvn. Thy we were never
‘auleitn "nﬂerutanﬂ Gince 1% sa-ted nb '*wr~ tont Lhe German heé our locat*ons_

aocurately and e dcmnTGted c”goné'aﬂJaniﬂenﬁ.: It is Tmberesting 4o note that

' 5"A"'Lnt1cry, which, hroavse of its rost Gaﬁnﬂ(d o8 ihion Va3 never called . on to

o fire ot nicht, viag never suq*rcTPF %7 Jerman nhell g of any tind, 1thouph size-
7fable concentrations (§D~6J rourds ) view o xu% lfwa several tineg aeveral humired
~yards to the rizht £1ank and o the rear oo iz A matyery position. That more

. casuslties ‘were not sulfered durin- Lh1~'¢cr1cd ig probahly "ue to careful con-

= ad

utructlon of zun 2its and sheller aita, ,MLL53+1ﬁn of circulation to the nin-

Cimum neoessary and ‘a lot n# 1u 31 rq:-rﬁ sticn of: ‘TDJEObAC1EQ us &d during
- Tires 1d0nt1f1 the folTowlnr ten uliwl‘ﬂ“y nee! by the Gerpan rJur:i.n'r thls_
period,; 170 mgun, 150 o hewd zer, 7uﬁ LA o r;uutr.gnd.&un,_ ither 75zmm_orf B

._U7 o gun, an? the 150 ruLe]nnr}rr.:y

- Chronolorlca J‘CﬂB*” hevasning fires an? g LIS 1 nfter"'fl“ea _ﬂld doun’
_ _gin cr.'near. Tattery areas con 1 e lizbted. Fch'+He 2urpose-of this narrative . how-
Coever it:is believed 4ot A ataberond dethe oilent trat during thc four day period
o Rbwpg November no oounter- ~batlory or lqrduuﬁ Iires were romorbed, ig suf£1c1ent.

-

100 all other dntos fire i varsing Cahenciby U.n r9061ved. Our Tirst caswalbics

during this ‘operatien were received on 22 Voverber 173 #hen a shell burst in "C"'

©Batte r* area at about 192 F']fn““ Al tHrer men vialling guard vere 11?h‘1V‘wnunaeJ
1 23 Novenmber a thell burst in +ho i Unt+fr'_"un nosition Iilling twe men, ;-
'gFTlOUSI" voundlng one an? li-itly voun? ing oneran. on 2l JHovenmber two membera
of Batfery M"A" Forward Obsurver ﬁalt"vrau 'i1led instantly vhen a shell made a
T_u*reot -hit on {ke radio tent 'n which they viere 316ep1ng.- 26 ovenber brought
S bwo ndditionnl. ongualties when tyn Mpf 'n+ur“” “ire men servicing wire lines a i
-j_’rile south of Yignano were 11"1t1" vounded in- action when a: shel “burst ne

_ sarby,
- Tobkal- casuplf*us during the doe s el meriod, {our Xilled; ‘one,’ seriously wound-

 xfed; seven, lirhtlv 10undeﬁ lore ":&clilo detindls . copoerninr the "naWn]+Lﬂs3ff*
“ suffered are: wiven in the Tenort of Lrruslticn. ]uch could ‘he wr1+ten CCrGern

wing the near mis se8. - There were mﬂn;'r I*Lm u% unfortunatelj n0+ enouru au_'
~ev1nenoe bJ~thn abcve para; zg;h.' : > . . .

Un the nther 51ﬂe of *HL Yenoe bcweve*~ﬂanv excolleﬁt aﬂjustments Tore. com-f
nWEted-i on enemv 1nfﬂn+r" lrgt gllut~nna-- que“tﬂr ; mortar: sgueds and zachine S
Cogun SEBthHS. ‘Results cen nn]w_'c SUrT s in viene 4n"uences At enemy nrie oners

“of wariall tesflfy to the effzctivenecas n“ our artille ery fire nz he1ng something
theg oannct take pny riore. i few bavn;“?ven ffﬂhqc’vub uh-raihgr than faoe adé*f
ditionnl Mavbomatic aitll’ur'” “iurdn \ﬂ“lﬂifﬂLL.. inntely 105 rourds of
pr OPn""'flr]E o unihien vns .[.E.I‘l:t[ Ak
o Mmown but it is believed. +Hn“:u1nuewtrn+1on— IR Fived vith sro
'are rrotaply a1itt2e [1nore atlsctive, h””+1"'bﬁf0r6 uﬁrb en 20
”:I,tldrnﬂni der1r= L. Eearn, l'”“tCD '

o *'71- ; '.}'.".*rl,

e and time: fire -
_,-"vc:r"her “.Lrst
,nllﬂn lpglf i

Triigd

- four zun
'—_.".__‘-1-'1- r-jc
1gj14eved *H_, Fhe

,'vﬁ]~ﬁ
1 ',}1'1 mv t ig ho=
'¢v01V "f°r1“+rﬂ'

+Fr«rJzu-qllaﬁﬁ;fsf-rf]ww

ererm 166, Tangilles reoults are nol’ Jet -
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HEADQUARIETS 152nd FIEID AITILIRPY BATTALION.
: A.F.0, 536, U. 9. Army S
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KL v aotior

ASK 20815095, priats’ Tirdt clas
Lled: in’ action bnemj_l .
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ST Ly s J].b 1 T -lu“’)

S }‘em"f A. .:c‘hcei“vr, J}.u ; ,),,‘.OU ,»2, Er*vaue, ,;a‘bter-
Battalion aericn.,lv wounded in ackion. one m.lr‘ norL}ﬂ o+‘

"C" 132nu rleld Ar’c:r.llcry
. Lonﬂa, I‘baly.- 2;)1;5
hours, Tuesday 23 “lovenier 1003, o :

SFrivate- So}aefez was on watch in. ]

SR enemy ghell buz s{: nearby. IJB Tentu Aron the abell e
. lega Vo s i

16 zokor ")Ell“ area of But Lery "C" w:hen an
aused a fzactured elbow B.nd

SR Private Schanfer is j; cars of é e Vern lLL isaroh 1908 He vias mduoted
Codns the serviee 25 gy 191;2. ezt ol Ca:r*e Sohaefer, 5515 Esther Place
Baltimore, }faryland. o e SR SRR -

oy LIG"IL'& TfOUJJ.rLL IH ACTT

i Grady Smitherman, .A.S?’ 51;33 4062 Prlvate I«n st Class,
L Artlllerv Battalion Lightly wounded in ac’cio
e 1920 hours, Vonday 22 November 13,
S Pvba Smitherpan was on guard in "”EL‘L‘I“F‘I_)' ""‘"
SR :[‘iﬁ;y Teet . from him.. 116 vias treated ard re'l:urned to dnty.
e Pyt Snitheman is 21 years of Bge. Porn 12 January 1921, " }Ie was inducted R
im‘.:o service 11 July, 191;2 Wext of _.’,’in : Seiuthrla Sml‘bherman, Routa 1 R
Randolph Alabam._ i : S s

Battpry "C“ 13211& Ficld
71 one "'1!116 north oi Conca, Ita.ly.-.--

ares when a shell burst about

s 'ﬂ'illim Ba T‘fall-ar, A3M 208151(2? Pr:wate D +erg "C" 132nd Field Artillery o
:'- Bat‘balion lghtly wounded in aotion near It. Ta Dei‘ansa, Italy. 1500 hours,
Tueaday 23 November lﬁ)}.u.

SiPvb ’ﬁalker wag (in the act ef r ar-rvvm in{ -

ah'érea'_ beihg shelled when e plece of onem,r yiell 1"1‘:3.,;!*1@:1:!:. clrL his back near -l:he
L shoulder bledes. I vas taeated and returned-to Auby,
pv, Walker is 30 wveprs of are. Born 2, July 1915 .- ITG enlisted in the

.ervice 20:November 1ol 0. Ment oi‘ Ljna' } in'l'P ‘mllrer (Ihother) 312 Dallas i
“Avenue --T?Bather:[‘ord Ta:raa._ _ SRR S

':me cmnma’cion equlﬂmen'b from B

“‘Faymond - C.""ihcmaﬂ, _AS’I "’2;52760, vaate Batter:,r "C“ 132nd Field Artillery__;.-‘_
'-'Battalion, AUphtly wounded An action one. I’llle smrth of Mlgnano, Italy. 1250 s
*hours, Friday 26 Movehber 1¢,,3, - S SR ' :
P'vjl:-..Thomas'-was 's‘ervicinp; Forward "Gbs_'erv'a_":ion' ]_.ines along w:.th T/S Joe
:Dodsan when & shell landed nearby., - wound : vag by fragmentation i
Pvbi Thomas wag evecuated to the hospital,

“Pvt. Thomas is 20 years of age. Born 257 arch 1923 I‘e vag inducted into
‘Bervice 27 February L3, Hext of . Kwn-_- I-lorenc:e Thmua.s (Nother) 1167/Nor1:h -
33rd Str et -.__.Uamden, IJew Jarsay. SIS R o e _ LR

ki Joe Dodaon, ASN 20815055, T/5, Ba‘cter" f
1ightly wounded 1

26 Novenber 1a3,

; 'P/S Dodson was servlcinr Forward Observatlnn l:Lnes when An: enemy Bhell.landed;v
nearby. e was wounded by frap 1rentation and mas treated: and returned to duty. -7
' 1/5 Dodson 1 was 30 yearg oi' ere.  Dorn 17 Anrild 1913, IIe enlisted ‘in the

: aefvioe 7_octcber 19110 Neyt of Fin-' TIell Dodson'-_(}flother Rou-te'{'l Garner,'
TGXEBt S : -

C“ 132nd Field Artillery 'Battalion,
n aotfion one 111118 soubh of }firnano I’caly"ﬁ‘lEBO‘hours, Friday
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IIGT]TLY WOUNDED IN ACTIO‘I C ONT 'D

Ira Barnes, ASW 20815(1;7, A, Battery "c" Eand Field
lightly wounded in‘action one mile north of Conoa. ' Italy
*. day 22 November 191;3.

Sl T/h Barnes' was walking guard in Battery "c“’ .
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“Barnes 'ig 13l ‘years of age. ‘Reorn |7 June’1909. He: anl:
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Hisﬁorical Records and History of Organization
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batteries, presents a probbem,of considerable magnitude.g“
ﬂThe impetus of supply 1s from rear to front and 1t is'mab-"r
: lutely eeeential that eupply to Observer and Lialson partiea
be maintained at all: times. As diffiocult as was the jab of:
.supplying . their own. ‘perdonnel on the mountain' ridges, ‘the ‘g0~
.@opera%iohnor the Infantry Supply and pack’ trqin pereonnel a
eeeiﬂgnthat necessary supplies reached our:forward: parties
nigh y Wasg exoeptionel. The high degreesof ‘coobebation:
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o ~From 8-15 Deoember the situetion remained fairly etatic
fgwith only. the normal activity - ‘haressing and interdictory
“fires .at night' observed fires on targqts of opprotunity dur-
ing the day. Several times during this. period. targets were
marked forhAir .Corpa bombing mieeione by the use of’ emoke.»-
At 0958 on'1l.December a target was ’ -0 :
“-by “the use.of green smoke.
us. that‘efternoon .that the smoke - identirication fired: fpr ,
. ‘enthusiastic about.
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: ‘ground the observers and offiocers 'of the re-:
llieving unit.ﬁ‘Delay of the 39th-Field Artillery, who did not-
odoupy position‘until the night of 21 December, made it neces-
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well—eamouflaged. There had been no enemw shelling of the -
area during occupetion, no enemy air activity. :Ducks wouldn't.
even: rly ‘in weather like thls. The new positions ‘were on & e
riﬁge on‘the southern slopes of Mé. Sammuero about 2000 metere
East of:8." Pietro. The surveyed positions ‘occupled placed "
nAH Battery ‘at'map coordinates 99301613, "B" Battery: at
997116 8q 0 Battery at 9995161k, and’the' Gommand Post and
Fire:Direction’installations at 002162; the battalion area
c‘,ing“about 100 meters in width and some800° meters ‘in
depth 1¢Ae the battery positlone were on.a pronounced elope
_,fﬁhowitzer eection was at a different elevation‘**The are
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us: conduct. in: the -
performance "of “their duty in the ‘same area:  Captain Herbert
C.: Bishop, 0-290764; Private'Earl.G.,Waoker;53635113h}ﬁan&”ife
.Corporal John M. Lisdero, 36049961.-:Mén;;;outstandingﬁamongf}
outstanding men. . They are good soldiers -'all of them.’ '

and ‘enlisted men for eiceptibnallyimérithrid

:Many others have been pralsed and comeénded for work well-
+:That all could not be so listed lg:perhaps. regretable.:
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-assiated
His:gallant action re-
e  BI'€ he Armed Porces of the .
. United States, _ . _ e
. ... Entered the gervice from St. Paul, Minnesotsg.
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R JOE J. WILLIAMS
. xe,iozfq;;wItLiAms, 20815028, ,

: eldiﬂxﬁiilery‘Battalion, awdrded g Silver_starh
*1.2 December) 1943, : it
dOE J . '
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“ptallation or. in transporting the equipment Hia gallant

‘actlion reflects great credit upon himself and the Armad Fuﬁces'”'
of'; the Uhitad States.,

‘AWARDED LETTERS OF COMMENDATION BY COMMANDING GENERAL

- 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION‘ARTILLEHY._ PUBLISHED_TOLCOMMAND
_."ENERAL ORDERB‘ !

HERBERT C BISHOP

v ﬁSHOP Captain, ***Field Artillary 1t tall
?meritorioua conduct on. 14 Septamber{l9431in
k. Onthe morning of 14" September: ]

) D; NOommanding Service: Battery and_aoting
'HAmmnnition Officer,: personally led” truck ~and:

"Q&hto thé dnprotacted -aren ‘dnd s

nspiration to ‘his cqmmandfahd"
, qﬁihimaelf and hia organization._

i1l ery ‘Ba: for" n
QSeptamber 1943 in the 03 41:
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= The'initiative, resourcefulness, and courege diepleyed by
-~ Private Wacker, rerlect great credit upon himeelf and hia pr-
“ganization. : - - P L

: ‘Entered serviee frem Chicageo, Illinois.-,
‘Letter ' dated Wedneaday 8 December I9h3 Commendation
recafved Mbndey113 Deeember 19#3 S SRR
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JOHN M. LISDERO

47 TOHN )
-**‘!‘;_;ﬂ'ield' ;Artig.lery Bettalion, ‘for' exceptionelly me‘riterioue'
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: of “Infantry officers’ and methoiwhom COrporal
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‘ttached became isolated.and:was under:attadk’from
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- MTHOMAS CHARLIE ME GORMIGK .ASN 2081&842, Sgt y:
cters Battar 132nd. Fleld Artillery Battalion‘J
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'tJohnaen was 26 years of age. Born. 17 March l9l7f ]
“was.inductéd into service 7 May 1942, o
o Next of XKin:  Mrs. Alvida Gardella'{sister), hh2 th
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FmsAN ASN 20814941 Pvt., Battery "Bﬂ ‘13214
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RICH, Ay 323#03h&, Pvt lel, Headquarters;7  
Field Artillery Battalion lightly wounded_inh‘
E » Sunday 5’ December 1943, 00: yazﬁg'&
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Cn the 12 Jamuary 380 o crvrelsnon e vos o2t Fer aow positloas in ths arca
Tetween Lty Inngo ased 14, Dvovaeizice “ro. wbdieh  celvions ve were $o e assirned
the miseion of ;zaeral su ;. orh o e 7L Avicion wid vedafereing the fires of
the 171lat Ficld Artillary 7ab i o owers ho we o ia dirvect .;u;v;;ort of the U;lst
Infaikry.  Phe wdgaion o) Lic 207 ¢ Loed, Gal.ss Was accomnlished on 17 Jarunry
and ab 1500 Lhie Apbe we ~eor oo lle o0 00 Gha cdpsion of ddrcet support of this _
force in erdory to ndve fo ce oglblons 0 =oteh previous recomeigepnce and ' i
preparations ha? been wefr. o v Iion Loved psoa unit unler cover of dark- '
ness bo the new nosilises v wove in poslhiior a1 ready to five by deylipht
iy January 190, (o Ukl 207 b or Jriwavy Lhe Valtalion wes occupied regis-
tretion, improving wositicuvs, wohial lishieal of osorvetion Posts, harrassing i
fire, p-few obgevved nissios #1 coorlientlon ol Fives with 131st Ficld Artillery. -
in support of tho atiaselr ot tlo Tlsh Inimutiy on the Sovthern portion of ¥, '
Trocchio, The mission of the Ilst Inveabry was sccorplished on the 15h of

3 Januai'y’ with 1little resisbowe, Luaria thf" ;fz‘io-“‘ I7th Jamary to 20th January
inclugive the rattalion romud vorrescing snlons mssigned b:,r Livision Artillery

" and: stch observed miassicns ms ceto | ozoil 15 Zuring the 1imited perivds that

'cbacr\fe.tiou would nerpit,  {ur ;u‘c_ol Lerpet arce was the Valley West of the

: Rapii(.d River, extending Zroa Jacsine bo ¢ Tiri Piver and duriny most of the day
“this ares waa cvaoveved by fogp rod kegze vhich permilted very little observation.

.j On the night of the 19th Jamuary Lhe Ielinlion <isploced to positions along the

i Fallroaé betwevn Et. Porchio e it. Trocchio.
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On tho r_Ot:h Jonmary ve wole ngsijuce theo Jgeion of General Support of the
36th Infantry Division and Teiviorci Lhe Ciras of the 135rd pield Artillery
%f_I}a’Gtalion.; The misgion oi‘ t'v‘- Livision vins to esteblish a Erirlg,chead' gver the -
/Rapide River in Vieinity of ft. Angelo. The wission of the i%rd Infautry with '
the 133rd TField Artillery ]ut talion in direet support wes Lo cross the Rapido. -
‘River to'the South of 5t. Aszelo 22 crvelose the town from the §outh and South-"
weats . To support this wissgion with Artillery fire, a heevy 30 minvto pl‘epar‘a'tlon
was planned end heavy conce:dratiouns to be Lirad ueglmunn- with 1" hour, 1lift-.
ing {¥om phase line Jgo phesz line on 2 tiwe cchedule, The plans of Tires for “thlsfr
7% Battelion'were clogely coorfiirnted with the 15512 Field Artillery Battalieon and oy
-* the Division Artillery. Tl bLine o7 the etieel vas amounced gps 1030, 200 Jan< -
uary 14}, For the ﬁrrpa*nti"rl prl swiporting ives for the poricd up %o 2400
< 21 Jemuary this 'n'bi*e Iien expowed appracimalely 3500 rounds of ammnition on

i prearranved cbserbed missic s ia support of this atback. faving feiled to
“accamplish their wiszion tle “ivisiou veswaed the attack the night of 21 Jan- -
uary 194l,. The plan for cr tillevy supyort wes orerally the same ns that for .
J«:,ht:: inrtlal pttack of the preercling aidhb, B T

: ﬂa.v:.ng falled to meoornllah their wicsion the 1ilst and ]ll,;;rc. J.nfantr,,r wc*-g .
':oréarce. to organize defensive ])Oul'tlD_JB alouv %hc hig,h gl ound ast of thc P..lvur. *
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was Il 87'-'a{. COOW.:LIEB.‘LCS 2.7 - 27,2 : i R SN
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morning ci‘ Janual'y Dth en! the initinl alij

Tho attook wag launcheq “the carl:f i
jeetive wes scoured 3 lgt Janua;y 19!41;.

. i‘uttrii*o: Tas assln*ncd “Lhe 9354‘}1 Flcld
A.rtillcry Iattnlion and Co2nt Tirld ArYilleas ¥ Lattalion to reinforce itg fll‘CB.

No'préparation Tirces wern arcered Ly the Ings Ty and the plan for Support . gon-

a_is{.'cd of close in dbpaived jiip sions Ly rownm Cﬂ,aer\rers who accampied the

agault’c!ompan*cs. Counter iettory apd enge 28ive Uarrassing . Tissions were :E‘:.rcd
‘-Dn‘encmy aupply routes, probal lc EUSLY Ul Tog lulOI‘E, aa&cmblv arcas ancl .’e'nown

‘In: Support of’ 1,111.3 conrebion 11ig

Due.‘hollimlted i‘:.rc l‘OJEll 11itiag in ‘bhc pos:_tlons in vlcinitJ oi’ Ccvaro
A positions -were selected iy Vieinity of 5t, liichole and e gin per Dettery b
1‘_iiaplaoed forvard and Fegistored f‘urinU aZtérnoon ‘of 30 Jemary [y D:J.a’-- s
plaoamcnt vas made nhder cover of' darinnes on night 30 Jenuary by Patteries. and
a ‘all ‘bimcs'therc were at least two - Settrrics in pogition tq Fire, Displacemenb

Was cmnplotad by daylisht 2 1st .Jnﬂun‘"" ere all Batteries. 1*.'erc in position to fire .
uither ‘observed or unobsmwd

missions. Upop reaching iis “initial cbjective .
. our: Forward Chsarvers with lop< iug 1*"!01*1:3 21" the Infamtry boren immediate
'ad;justman'l, of . deif'ensivoe OO’ICE”LI'F"LIOHS en liliely wvemes of mpproach of- the enemy -
nd conducted i‘ire o*i OuBerved 'nles'l ong 1=h*"‘0 umts verg 111 procccss oi‘:_roqrga:n—
; ation.:._. ‘ ' ; R AR




7hus with the @ of CRIVLIY LE e T 0l ::““:11*' Funetel on o pfgsion

of direct support and dolwn, oy Test bo cive ctu M uLgHUO”"" cw“"tha.n,, Jossitle
In the way of ertillery supsuis. Quw clese cos or] Linison with Infertry
regimcatal Cowseander anl cor [ lave o kecpdin Liaison cod Forwand wscmcr_s
sectlons with each Iafariéry a.i-lion auv e1l Ui.0s has Goveloped a mutual :
understanding of each gilews <l lers ach oa wolationship which is so essential ' o

to the suocess 0i°any, operstic ¢ ovalviny an Il'i?vlﬁl'.‘f"ATt-Lllﬂr;‘ Conbat Tea, .

Oai uupgly prowlhbms heve Urcn rinor as 19 alieost all locations we have
heen fortunabe in hr_ru.1 L,oour ferice sattery nil T2ar Lehelon within
commnicaling distence i the labtialicu so8itions Buppuly dumys have heen .
accegsable amdl the only Lrootle eacountered hps Lren the congestion of . e
ctrafiio curing hours of darkarsc, viica “ss in rouc capes cla red r.lcrva.nent R ._-i';g‘
of Amrunition ard Supplies into the osision nremg. . SRR L

llo replacements were recei ed durin 1; bhe cosh and et the olose of momth _
; the Pattalion was snm‘lt arpraxivasely 3 Oificers sw! 32 Enlisted itlen of cifeoctive
'ccmbaL stren;th, 'This Ehm":r-_ Coacpravs Lo be wery lizhh, but it hen2icapg the
f'ei‘ficcn(.y of the Tatlelion vihen Lhe ooeraliong ‘f.(_I.IlI‘E corrt:.nlous work for twallty-"
-four houra per day to dclwu' esgeabinl a Tillery su,)fort RN
S ‘
TR Thorc are no oonmierrts io be wade on Enemy persounsl Tilled or Captured or
I»laterial degbroyed or Captur+d us o persoanel o tateriecl wes capbured by
the Battalion and evaoucalion units had dipposed of Personnel Killed or _ B R

FBt"I‘lCl Deatroycc. hcforo en opportunity aiforded g closo chgorvation,

e So an&s anothm‘ chapt«r in the history of the 132116 Field A]"tlllEI‘
'Battalion anfl the close of Lhe nowhh saw Llu.s Dathalion enfared in its
77th da'_y' of. oonbinloua ccwb"t Duria; this *?51’100 not a sinrle day has.

nol ‘.r'ch sleced on Snemy ..ar;cts.

Prcpared undar thc circetiion of the rattalion Comander,

Najéd; Field miliony
Ekocutlvo

T/5 John V. Hawlrins TIq. Mry., Lind ¥oa, 2o, _
T/S Richard Ja Painn Typist - ¥q. Biry., 152ud 7.A. Po.
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AddiueD T3 SILYAL STal

Per Goperal Or det iio. G, weimerbars, #5500 Infunbry Divislon,

dabied 24 Junuary Lott. P
C -_1313;11’11;’.3)' . REED, 0-178301, Buecnd Limbsnant, LabSery O, wk Field aroillery
7 ‘Patbalion, for | a]_lg.’[cf[‘ - §m ascicn e 26 Fovanper 1543 in the viciaiby of %,
CoriThalye ‘Lisubonant feed was A Lort rd roillary obsorver Wwith the drd Dauta.lion,
G ek Infantr;r,_pocup A o2 dmesive walilon ou 41l 583, While under heavily
-'_'conom*‘ruced ciany or bar and prtlllevy sire, and with 1ittle cover, he directed :
T_.tha fire of. hls oy ersillary ou oo .J.i)Ll"'J acihdig it of eneny ind a.ntry. Tith = o |
“utter disregard for his ow life witils vthera ,col': cover, ho refused to leave _' ' '
-‘.-his exnosed positica, e Aliziy dhes uwaless She aporoachling muomy was scopped, R
the Ini‘a.ntry troops whioh his wiit wns supporting ypuld suffer a counter-abback. '
Ha: continued his firs direction thaoreby aasisviar in roapulsing this imminent:
counter~attacl by inflinting sm'ww* casualties upon this eneny foroe. ‘His digpley
"foutsta.ndin* calmness and ajir zssive viser: :1.."51411‘ od the confidence of gll
o witnessed his acbions and ro Jult-n i destroying the wien)y cownter-abtaclk -
without loss of uny of our inianir;. Iig cpllent schior reflects sreat credit
upon himgelf  and tha Armecl Forcas of sn Tnited Stabas. Ente.rsd the sv.rvioe

from. Erooklyn, Hev York.
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JOrﬁI ¥, GOREILWLO, ASHS’J!’I&]. 15, P:"vuc, mn.c.al Detnclun.,nt lSEnd Field
CArtillery Battalion 1.::3.1‘dec l’ﬁu ple et B va ary 1944 Tor’ J.ngury susta_\.ned
3 Januar.,r 1944. IIcne a.ddrcm; d’?5 I};:Lqu" qu. gireot, h.arion, Ohio - g

: -'“L.LL‘ FW a3 Hi"['—‘ ‘f

.PJ'LT'IJI DavIbsol, *‘mﬂl 13282517, Fr *vace Pirsh 'al A5, Iﬂnur"zartms ;,attnm’ R
ﬁlsznd Fiold Artillary ‘Dattaliou, amrded Purple lleart for injuries sustained - SR _'.* i
; durinrb enay shell:.“lg "a’ru.le o Liaison duty 28 Decanber 1943.  Avardsd Purpla P

Heart 7. Je.uuur_r 1.)4 _ .Iunc adcr assy 'uCrOl 01 cnurd u’rroab Iﬁcheespor Pennsﬂ.-

"'a‘anla. .

: 1?3.56:'...-:5&.1:15,'1 33,N e
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AEL D30 PUE B UFLE Ddunt

“s1 L N I R . . . - . A
' ."..13:1!..') «{"r\lﬁ B AT EY .

FLLUK A, BIAUEL

~ . FRAUK Ao RIAVIEL, A8 55430608 d, Privatn, Headruurtarg -]jattar'y, 132nd Pield
;o Artillery Dattalicn, wveorded turple faary & Jonuary 1944 for- injury sustained
4 January 1944, llone addiesa; 1421 Poplar Street, Or

eensburg, Pennsylvania.
R BATTh s W
. T e e e et H
S AT ; ' . f
S . LOUIS if, fuAST :
: i

LOUIS M, QUAST, . ASH 0-452469, 1si; Lisutenant, attery Yo" 132nd Figld Artillery
- Dattalion, avarded Furvle lears 5 January 1944 tor Injury sustained 4 January .
19444 Home address;, 929 Faivaonnt Avenve, St. Paul, iilunesots.

; SYLFIE J, 10 ESOn

- STEPHET . J, THORPSOI,  ASIT 35 6ons1E,
. Battalion, avwurded Furple Henrt,

ITivate, Uabtory "1 132nd Fielq Artillery
g 1944._"1‘.'__JHoma address; ' Nodrenvilio

22 January 1944 Tor injury sustained 18 January
» Hentucky. : .

e

: SRS 1
SRR I ‘_ JO& ), WALKE:

JOE Q. T&mm,' ASIT 20014929, Sorzeant, Battery "M 132nd Field Artillery.
“Battalion, awarded Purple Heart, 22 Jormary 1914 Der injury sustained 19 Jan
‘uary 1944, IHome addressy 413 2. Yoodville Stract, Clebourne, Texng.

AT : 1 : . .

SELVINE Laiiuny . N

:

CAaliLEs 4, KLI8E:, Jut

 CHARLES A, RAISER ait, s 37243071, Frivate, Sar
CArtillery Battalion, avarded Furple Heart, 27 J
tained 19 Januery 1944, Home address

vice Battery, 132nd Field -
anuary 1944, Lor injury DL
Routoe ifo 3, Palmyra., Lissouri, '

L
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- MARCEL J., DE DEL, A8 FEN5705, Corpsral, Service J.:ar“cel lSan Field Artillary
';Battnlion,' avor dod Purplo Hourt 2 5 Jormary 1044 for injur',r sustained 3 January -
1944. " Jome addresas 12 Horth 1lth otred: St Charles, Illinois. . See Narrative.

_ e : BOQUELT A HJ.LL’UL _ . Lo
noBmT A AL, ASU 35160086, Erivate o Iirgt Cla.as, Service Datbery, 153nd £ B
Field Artillory ﬂat’calicn, averdad Far 110 Hoart 5 January 1944 {or injury
auata.inad 3 Ja,nuary 1944. lione nddrosss 2.1 ;1’43 Owenav:r.lle, IIldlB.nB. See

§ T LS L. LMJLIGOH

' HUDSON D, LAMRISON, ASI 38051040, Frivabo Firot Class, Service L}attery, 132nd
‘Field Avbillery Dattalion, averded Toriple Heart 6 January 1944 for injury susta:.n-
d 3 Jamuary 1_9'&_4__-__ Home addressy ik 19? Orence, Texas. See .Narra.tlve.

'vmc BT J. A“ 'EE‘I

V‘.I}IOENT J. GAFESTEY ASH 325.5%‘1) Frivate, Sarncc ba.ttery 152nd Field Artlllery
Battalion, awarded Purple Heart 5 January 1944 for injury, sustained 3 January 19&4-
ome. a.ddrbss; 407 Hnrth 49th Bl:rset Hew Yorl.., lTaW York. Bee ﬂarratlve. :

20T L. m 8 AL

:'IfROY L. MARS“_M,L AS]* 3806‘3810 Primte, Sr:rvme Battory, 1a2nd Fisald Artillery :
“pattalion “gvarded Purple Heart & Jaonuary 1944 for injury sustairied 3 Januarj 1944.

| me Addressy 1023 Coltin Stroet, Donison, *eras. Sas Larrat:.ve.
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CcURILAL0S

l.  The following conclusions nwe Lased on corbat dperationg during the
. pericd, ' ' oo
8. A1l sRellor avadlalle shonld he usat, houses, barns, caveg ate,
; The ren, as many as pessitle, need the gence of’ securily and the :
opportunity Lo et dry oo warm ouce in ewhile afforded by houzes.
Qur experience o fate indicates thnt Luildings can pe uged il -
the circulation is coatrolled by dey, lights by night and fireg
giving off siwoke Lo rged ouly at nighb

o B
el @ .

A be /0 6—25 is sione Lo enevoug i1 wep power for actual operation 5
i ] L p . X RER
e : in battle. Direct Support artillery operebes 2L hours per day _ -
B 7 €ays per weck af Tor esl arter week and bherof o

¢ requires TR
ot least two men for ey jaon,

- €. Operations should e plavied to gecurs

N 2ositions and routes along
i the axis of advaice, -
IR " !

4, Due consideration shonld he slven to tine and space in planning .
~ Operations. There chould e ample {ir

. ine for Teconnaissance, S
; planﬂing, maving imnto position and huilding-up'cssential supplies,
S 1 .

@84 A river orossing s west Aiflicull apd should not Le atte

~ umtil chgerved artillery fire ig d. livered in gquanity on 11’
hostile installations im tie proposed beachead erea.. pAfter a
considerabl= eoltening by diserved Fire the Croasing should be
Bupported by irdence ertillery fire as close to our own troops. -
es commmnications will rerpit, S Lo

mpted -

{a Direct support artillery can function conbinuously as such over

lons periods of tire but should have breslks when it functions as. .= -
general support and can rest the Iinison Officer and Forward Ob~
T gorvers anf their tetails, and Tepair their cquipmcﬁt.;'-"" S
s iua Al

L4

P

“13 -

e TR T : _ -~ - ¢
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'." e R -~|-r - o . : .
ATATS T N CATHIANT XS ,LL .

, AR Al Zil N1 BITNTL BTAL

. . . 1
LA - . L0

o Per Gemeral Order Lo. U, keatquarbers, YCGth Infeitry Division,
S datcd EH.Januarv IQHh. ' :

B

JATE ¥ ST{ﬂT O-lJJ?A+O First Licuhenent, s ulolﬂ Artlllc"y-Pattulion,
for 5allannry in ectlon on the alterncon of 3 Deceibier 1913 in the vicinity
f'of ws ., Thaly. 'Licubenant Stout Ais; leycd ohatardine ‘oourage in the face of
;diroct enemy fire on kis cbservation post.  htle sfguafihr the Lebttalion on .
- an enemy force assembling in w o vaw Lo his i, on enery wenpon opened fire
~on the cbeervation post frome cint slout 1000 vamls to his iront. s

: Lmuedlataly ordered his redio ncvn151 Lo tnle cover and without

rezard o his
own gafeby contimed adjustment of the artillery :;43 on the encmj assenb Ly
area.  The eéffcetive results of Hhe “ive Yipoke . vhe ensmy formation and
“prevonted a possible c&unter ottinch u'elqst o sorecs. The courase S
ﬁdisglayad by Lieutesiamt' Stowl mt the socrafice of his own safety in the face
of direat’ eneny fire wore an inrp]kulou'to big comant. Hls gallant action.
rcflaotg ‘rreel oredit upon hiusel! and ths Armed Forces of thc United °tates.
‘“Enterad sarvioo from Jlebourns, Ieias. _ '
| !

ffor ;allantry in action en £ Deeowber 16h3 in the vieinity of % , Italy.
rThb 2nd’ Battalion, hop Infantrd, wes ovCared Lo nove from positions on the cast
FHlopc of ‘#% into a nearby assealily area preraratory to s daylipht attack the
-Tollowing mornlng. Tioutenant mld'in, artillery lorwa @ observer; with utter
diarogard for his persomal sefeby, rermined at his chservation post “irecting
artillery fire on hostile ensmy weay ans which vere harasaing and inflicting.
;oagualtles.on the infaptry troops. The result of his accurate ad justment wag
tha neutreligzation of the enemy fire, parmitting the infantry to move with a-
minimnm of casualtiss. ZLieutenaub lmfiiin and a trlephone operator ware the

of ,0ongbant . enany fire inspired 21l who witnesscd his €eecd, Fia.rallant action

Eﬂﬁﬂr aurvico from Pottsuown, Panuaylvanla.

‘.*"":"3{ ‘d s""Lw‘!ﬁ’«M *‘!t‘xe 'm A i
DECLASSIF IED PeR EXEQUTIVE CRDER 12356, Sectlo
e ’ﬂ hkh[l .--P’_L

IRGIRIUS G RUF“IL, 0-117 7621 First Lievienanl, e rleld Artlllcry Battallon,

laat to legve the expoged area. I'is display of outstanding cours: s2 in the facal:'

reflects ‘grant credit ugon hinse ' and the Armed Forces of the Unltcd States. .
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EEADQUARTERS 132md FIEID ARTILIERY BATTALION
AP.O, # 36, U. 8. ARLY

7 Maroh T

Vo

PERATIONS IN ITALY

FEBRUARY 19,

el A e ew — i ot oo

B Durj_ﬁgFe'bruary our aotivities oonsisted of direot support missions als

-+ mosb the emtire momth. Unlikes the precesding months, however, the situation:
hdi?B&’feli‘{i‘iﬁh_ﬁl‘_éﬁﬁtibﬂurihpj nmost of thé periocd and has only required:ons
. @laplacément' of positicms, an umeual reoard over a month's periad for a':
,direot’ support ‘Battalion. Tt has besn a deoided ‘change f¥am the' previods =
nonths” of o anbat when frequent olanges of positians were invelved due to fase
fai‘_f'ﬁxbﬁ‘iﬂfﬁ'qﬁgdgbﬁ_ﬁbu.’ The Rapldlo River end Casaino with itg’ surrounding " .
helghts has proved to be a hard mt to orack, howsver the situation has per«:
+mitted” somé'rélaxatiion to the Battalion personnsl who have now campleted |
thr,_ao‘fandé;qng;_hqlfj_mgntha of comtimious oambat, . g T

! 0L, Bte Mio] root suppart of the 'lj2m"
lié"'IIii‘ant'r'jrf_u.‘b_T"&hib_ftimd'obcupiod posltions on the _ 6"
erelle in’violuity of H1ll 875, Their Hission was to conbime the'atteok
50 the' South, maks oonbact and releive the 135th Tofanbry who atthe time
{oooupled Mt, Castellons, To mupport our Wlsolon, we wére ‘assizned the '932m’
‘Fleld7Artillery Bittallon end the 935th Field Artillery Battalion to re-
‘enforgs our firess |

y !

‘high grousd Emst'of

3

Tk FIN

R I’u‘:' '!,' l ’
2 The' rugged mountainous terrain over
iédtgd:;‘d;.problm in plan'ning supporting

which the attmck was to be maie
firea, As sbated in 'our Jamiary
repart no.préparation firés were planned and the supperting fires oonaisted
" 'of preéarranged” fires on supply lines, poasible assembly eress and’ known ;.
or. suspected ‘gin positions and installations. These Misslons were assigned

to the reinforolng unite as far as possible amd our Battalion was kept'




R .,_‘

_ i‘rae :t'or Dbuerved Missions I'rcm our Foma.rcl Observaru and Liaison Oi‘ficorl.
~'As in all previous engagements two forwa.rﬁ Obgervers were asalgued to each-
:";-._Infantry Battalion, oné to nocompany each Assaiult Company of the B:a.‘lrbalion.
- They maintained contimiéus Observation fram aivantageois terrain and dur=- .
' ing the attack toward Mb. Castellone many Observed Misaions were fired, .
.- This abbtaok wWas successful and relief of the 135th Infanmtry was aco m@liuhed 3
I'by the lsb Batta.lion, W2nd Infanbry the night of lst = 2ni Fabruary. ey

l

: Imadia’coly upon oooupatiou of Mt. Casl:ellone our Furward O'bnorvarz R
_.rogitt;ered the Battalion on defensive concentrations on avemes of- a.pproa.oh RE
:amd “1ikely assembly areas to this positicon. Our firing during the period
-2 February to 10 February imolusive consisted ‘of close in ‘supparting firu. R
herassing missions amd observed targste for the y2nd Infantry whose mission,.
iwas £0 0odupy and hold the high ground fram Mt. Castellone to Hill 706, -

1th the. edvantage 'of good observation from this high’ ground m.u.ny 'I:a,rge'b' :
of ’opport'uni'by 'lraroi fired upon with exoellarrb results.

4

"y"I_.‘_l:‘l.vilion on B February amd plans were ms.de fm- a ;}oint stta.ok
‘ and’ 36th Diviailons on Cassino and the high ground West and’ Hart
_This ‘attaok was plained for the morning of ‘11 Februsfy and to in=
_ fire. pousi’bilitiea and to enable the Ba:b‘balion to supporb ‘attack:
on'the 'bcmn‘ of". Piedmonte, a new Battalion position vas. uleoted ‘about
est of 8t, Michele. Displacement was made’ during night ‘of”
bruary and - regia'bration wag ounplated 10 Fe'bruary in’ prepara.tion
t‘baoh‘ B

' :u.tew:’l.:cn:\'.-:)Ij the 1142nd Infanbry 'waa to neir,e Hd.ll L68 a_tﬂ ‘-ua
ssigned the miuion of diredt support. ‘Artillery. support” of’ thi }D:Lvig;!.on
cri‘this operation reduired close coordination and planning be-buoan*-th
Infantry and’ “Artillery dus to the limited objectives. ‘and 1inited ectors
ring, ' A' 60 mimte preparation wag plannedu,oonsisb'ing of‘Battalior
ynbrationson’ lmonn enemy strong polnts and installstions, A.mim:;gl '
,“'?ammea of [observed missions and repetition of preparatory fires’ o
;LLFarward Dbaiervers and Liaison Oi‘fioera with th.e'.l.umlt Battalions

The. uIni‘anbry were. auccesaful_imsﬂ Hi11 1,68 all:haugh_'l:ha
éaisbana was vory heavy, Limited advances mere made by the'r: der?
l‘f 'he’-.Divili' and’ “the 3hth Diviaion due to heavy oaaual{'.ioc
iz anoe. d eveloped by ‘i:he attack. At n.pprmima’caly 1800, 11




ware ordered to orgaunize and hold the grcnind they then oooupied,

On 12 February the 36th Divieion was assigned the migsion of organizing
and defending the Ridge extending from Mt. Castellons through Hill 706 to
H11l1 593, The mission of the Division remalned the same for the remainder
-of the month until relieved, The 12rd Infantry was relisved the ‘night "of -
27 = 28 February at which time this Battalien nas assigned the Mission of
General mipport along with the other units of the 36h Division Artillery
and reinforoing the fires of lst Battallon, 67th Group, C,E.F, Artillery,

Qur fires during the period consisted of Targets of opportunity, -
o harasaing missions and olose in defensive fires fep our supparted Infentry.
©'Y . Aoocordinated plan of defensive fires was planned by the Division Artillery
/07 anl we were asslghed certain missions to be prepared to fire on call, A1l S
i ¢ olome in comdentrabtions were noourately registered upon to obtain maximm~
~ - eoffect when called for, During this period we were also assigned Missions oLk
2. to be fired to suppart an attack of the New Zealand Division on Cassino on
' adate and time to be anncunced, These Missions wers broken down imto’ oo
- Battallon comoentretions with prepared data carefully figured and oheoked L
'y acbually Tiring on a fow where observation permitted, In additionto 7
+“+the above misalong for support of an atteok by the New Zealand Division
w0 wers assigned certain seotors in which we wore to be prépared to fire
-defensive fires on oall of this Division. These Tires oonsisted of pre- -
; a¥ranged missions data for whioh was prepared by the Fire Direotion Center .
+to enable quick delivery of fire on call, : : : LT

“i0 0Tt ‘has been suggested that our narrative inolude g statement as to’ =~ - ‘
/‘aotual observed effecta of Artillery fire on enemy targets. It is herd . . -
to'obsarve detailed regults of Artillery fire on the enemy as nsually -
Observation'is distant from the target and rosulés are the neutraliring
oot obtainied on|éach. The German soldier is very highly trained ‘in "

xnafbnref'bho:b 'you ‘can edjust Artillery on and actually ses ‘detalled effects :

af the irel . An Obmerver will often pick up a barget revealed by domé form'
of i enemy activity but when fire for effeck is concemtrated on the target
he eneny has'takenl cover or his installations aré so woll oonoealed that
actual résults of the fire cannoct be accuretely ascertained A good Alert’
 Obaerver will cooasionaly plek up targoets where he canreally ses the de-
.'mannllzipg results ‘oi‘ Artillery fire. In one case reported to me our Ob=

RN AN




server adjusted fire on two enemy vehicles on the road or trail leading
- Wiest out of Villa St, Inoim, The two vehioles were disabled by our fire =
- end shortly after oampleting the mission he obaerved a o olumn of ememy . .
- Infantry marohing toward him on the same rosd. When the oolumn approached . .
the vioinity of the vehlcles the Observer called for fire for effect by =
.the Battalion, The results were cbvious with many casualties and the re-
mainder dlspersing for oover. This particular ooncentration proved effective
.. on several other occasions mhen movement of persounel or vehicles were . -
. ocbserved in the aame vioinity, ' : S > E

i+ .Ancther example of an Alert (bserver getting results with Artillery &
i fire oooured 'in the vieinity of Hill L6B on the might of 11 = 12 February. = = -
. After seouring this terrnin festure our Infamtry withdrew and organiged ;i g
' ‘pomitions Tor the iight some 300 yards from the limit of their advance, - = '
Our Cbssrver with this unit sdjusted the Battalion on & likely enemy =~ ..
agsembly ‘area for a counter atteeck near by, during the"late afternoon.so -
that’ acourate Artillery fire oould be placed on the srea instantly cn” '
Oall. During the night it was reported that enemy aotivity oould be'hesrd .
‘dn'this particular area in what appeared to be enemy moving up and digging
in, !;The: Observer oalled for fire for effect on the prearranged cmmdentration,.
It wap impossible to mee the rosults of the ‘Artillery fire but soreams amd @
yolls oould'be heard fram the area irdicating a heavy casualty and demoral

g

77 Aa"in the past two anmd a half months of combat oar supplies problems -
have'beén minor éxoept for heavy md and ocongested traffis during periods .
of rainy weather. Comenintions are due all echelons of supply far their
il'l‘ié.":’d‘s&&'ﬁthm_Oghﬁpki ‘with whioh supplies of all nature have been mady’ =
avallable as far as oonditlons oould possibly enablé them to do so dir ot
to.the battery positions where they mere to be used, 0 s

' -
Gyt

The :Battalion received 51 enlisted men replacements during the’ memth,
a1l of phioh were direct from the States,’ Thoge replasements ‘appear to liave
“been’ well trained -4k the basio subjecta but.laok experience so essential’

Gr oGubat ' duty.’ They have been found ©o be teohnically qualified for the

positions to whioh aesighed axd with éxperience it is beliéved that they will
prove/to be effiolent oombat moldiers. Te have placed these mén spareingly’
on dutises envolving' actital oonbat and have used them, ‘along with expérience
pérsonnel, to enable them to gain experismce withark .éndangering their: own
safety, At the olose of the month tho Battalion was at’ fall strength.

in officers and enlisted men of effective ocubat strength,




There are no oouments to be made on enemy personnel killed ar oaptured .

or materiel destroyed or captured. Our operations for the monbh were such
that we did not ocoupy the arens covered by our artillery fire and we were
therefor unables to cbaerve the aotusl damage resulting there from. e
_ With the close of another month of motive oombat the marale of the -
troops is exoellent considaring the long periad of active gervice,

Prepared under the direction of the Battalion Comander,

EIEET S
Major,’Field ‘Artillery .
Brxeoutive \ "

. Hﬁ‘kim’ Hq.‘B‘l’.ry., 132]ﬂ F- Al Bn. ) .
hard. JuPﬂ.iﬂO, Typist, Hg. Btry., 132nd F. A. Bn.

ol
LA

/5 Rie

Charbs ‘amd Overlayss |

Téoh. ‘Bgt, Jéhn B. Cobhar, Hge Btry., 15204 F. A, Bo.
TﬂLJo.eph’u. Hoclura, Hq‘ Btl‘y., 132113 F. A. Bn. E

v

Fire Miseion informatiens

8/8gt, Donald R. Hopej Hq. Btry., 1321 F. A Bn.
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AWARDS FOR MONTE FEERUARY 1944

ATARDED THE PURPLE HEART

BATTERY “a"

ROBERT A, LANG'

BOEERT A. LANG, ASN 01176282, 2nd Lt, Batbery "%, 132nd Fiald Acbillery
. Battalien, awarded the Purple Heart, 13 Fetruary 1944, for wounds received,
i 12, February 1944.-, Home addrass; 112 Etre Road, Heightatewm, New Jeraey. . -
f:';':i;l Lo e ?f__;_'f o JOE E, GRAY e |
. JOB E. GRAY, ABH 20814827 Corporal, Battery "A%, 132nd Field Artillery Bat'ba.lion,
: amrded the Purpla Heatt 15 Fetruary 1944, for munds reoeived 14 Fehcruary 194—4. '
Homa.addreas; G&Kau.f'ma,n 8troet, Paris, Taxa.s. s S

BATTERY "B

JDHH T, PARIS

__Jomw . PA.RIS asy 20814965 Tfor 5, Dattery “B" 15204 Field Artillery
,Bqttalion, a.iarded the Purpla Heart 3 Fehruary 1944 for wunds received’
3'Fo'tn'uary 1944. . Home n.ddreﬂa: 2135 Washington Btreet Cleburno, Taxu.

EUGRVE H, SEWARD

i
P BATTERY “c" -'
[ AMES g, snxvms

3 » “BHIWERS .A,SH 20814445 Corporal, Ba‘ﬁtery "C" 13211& F:I.ald .Ar'bi].lEl‘T :
;-.eBa.t‘balion, awirded the Purple Heart 3 Fehruary 1944, for wounds received -
4;,’3 Fobruury 1944. Home address; 1424 Test 5th Avenus, Corsicana, Te?:as._




' AYARDS FOR MONTH FEERUARY 1944

ATIARDED THE TURPLE HEART

I BATTERY "C"

WILL IAM B. W\LKER

‘mm B. mm, ABN 20315102 Pvt, Ba.ttary "c" 132nd Field Artﬂlery
Battalion, awsrded the Purple Heart 12 Fabruary 1944 for wounds recsived
1 February 1944. Home addresss 812 Dalles Avenue, Weathm‘ford Texas,

S , mnm D.. EAREDOD | R I
"__-mmon ASY 37048914, Pvb 101, Battery "GV, 132nd Field Artillary
awa.!‘ded ‘the Purple Heart 12 Felruary 1944, for mu.nds recaived
__Home addreas; Lohrville, Iom. '

me.m_n

GLARER’ CE W. HEJ]ITZHJJ.AN

t _ a.mrdud ‘the Purple Heart, 15 Fohruary 1944 for munds reoeived
Fobrunry 1944._ Home a.ddrausn Route fe Bts.tington, Pmnsyl'm:nia. '




HEADQUARTERS 132nd FIEID ARTILIERY BATTALION
AJP.C. # 36, U, S. ARMY

RS

CORCLUSION |

o

R 1. The following oonclusions ere based on eambat operations during e f ,
. ‘the peridls. i : _ S g

- #s The high casualty rate in the forward cbserver snd liaison .

© w0 sectlons was dus to m grest extent o the faot that during S

o s the peried 6lose conmtact with the enemy has been had,’ During g

SOl P bhe enbire perded the chaervetlon posts have been within - . - .
‘ot wmall'arms renge of the ememy, The inoidents’cf bterraln have .
.. been such that the cbserver had to socampany the asssult ele-.
o mente to get to a suiltable U.P. and in two instances beoame < .
.. .7 e owsualty by pmall arms fire. Further, the groumd held .

©U i pecesmitated the locetlon af chuervation posta’ in the ‘outepost

MR line to have the cbaservetion necessary for close support, .

(L | . 7" be The' fighting inside the so called winter line .ht.'.l beesn mdtﬁ. : :_':. L
Sl it bidber, et e

RPN Y IPRCIN i

« The ‘German use of artillery is umprediotable,” The Division”
+ Art1lléry has oocupisd positionz for three ‘weeks ‘within foar. !
Ehousand yards'of the énsiny who has held daninabing heights "
on three sides, Our positions have 1ittle sight, and 70 flash,
defilade yot ne have received littls counter battery fire, '
However, in preparation for an attack by one ‘battalion the ' .
Germanld firéd a heavy arbillery preparatién over 'three thousand
- yarda of Front end in depth for a pericd of three hours, exe &
pending an estimated 6000 rounis, We firs at all times night 'or -
day. The Germans have also firéd every day and night on rosds:.
_and arees to our front and rear, T

i b
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)
H

g L e Ounhat ei‘fiuiann;r oan ba ma.inta.ined for -hh.rea and oo half ‘months \
1 - of oontj_mous aotion in direct gupport undser rather mevere oombat’ coniitions. . |
.- . However it is not recgmended as the usual thing, Men and officers need - SRR
f . aome mextal relsxations ‘Time also will Tbe naer.led to pa.sa on -I:o reple.oa- o
— ment oﬁ‘ioara the lessons learned ’ahus fare e

by direct support arbillery-‘.-;.,'-

Lrata

3. _“B" ra‘biOns shauld and can 'be uaed

h.. The rapart was prapared undar my d:!.rection by personnal of -hho
32111 Fiald Arbillery Battalion. S T

,Ni
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HEADQUARIERS 132MD FIELD ARPTLIERY BATTALION
) A;P-Ot ‘;ié 36, Uc S. ARLU -

7 April 194 ;f‘

OPERATIONS TH TIATY
MARCH 1944,
AR

TR AR e ek mme mme ewm e

‘Mareh found the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion still in the
line. Now in a mission of General Support reinforcing the fires
of 1st Battalion 67th Group, D.I.A., French Forces. The Battalion
meintained an 0.P, on lft, Castellone near Hill 706, furnished
Liaison officers to French, Lt. Blanchet was at French Division

Artillery Headquarters, I.t. Buckley at 1st Battalion Headquarters._

i,j Also had Captain Gabbert on liaigon job with British New Zealand
' Corps.. - | , | . - | e

i

Battery positions remained the same except for "A" Battery
whogse position was moved on March 5th due to counter battery fire

- received. The new position was brepared, which in itself took

- Pplenty of work. A bridge had to be built across a st

4] the small bulldozer could not handle the gunm
up.-a muddy slope. A larger bulldozer aided the completion of
occupation of position the second night. It should be noted that
v this very difrieunlt position was occupied because of crowded .
. oconditilons in the general ares. There were very many Artillery .
“oounits in the valley before Cassino so that mostly every likely
" Artillery position was occupied. o S

S The;Battalion 0.7, on Mt, Gaétellone proved too be a very
.+, hot apot,  The ridge was barren and very little cover and con- .
. tealment existed. Our 0.FP. party occupied a cave which was
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gyidently an old cisteTl, and sucessfully 1ived through heaVy.
- artillery and mortar concentrabions. Maintaining and operating
. the 0.P. was made a bPib MOTEe difficult_by,the pact thab French -
T Infantry occupled the ground and the resultlng difference of leng-
. i tactics. whe observers at times round’ that this 0.F.
- constituted the mosT forWard‘element of theiline-in”that gector
::whiohiproved'to pe ratheT disturbing o occaalon. The Germans
'-frequentlyigave the 1idge & thorough going over with mprtars'and
C . artillery when mpvemeut was obaserved on the ridge. And also
. interesting'to note is the facl %that when the Germens guspected

i
?%- o _Observed f1re_was beilng conducted from the WO
i

]

"4t with fire. _ﬁctually when unobserVed rires were be ng deliver-
"ed.onfthe'Germans, they in turd WOgld plaster the mpuntain.....'.
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S __Another‘fact that 18 V
_ﬁ %o fire;iifm'enemy S i1lery located ook on both right $1lank and |
2 ~tanks would move up on Abbey Hill {Abbey de Montebassino) and fire
P B into. the infantry positions."Also on. the North towe d Bel :
% ‘-'.T'Castello,?and even’further Tast then theb town, the G :
. arbillery that fired into positions on Gastellone; These fires
. from the slank and pearl caused many peports of npriendly" Artillery

A _ “hitting the Mountain. The 0.p. proved it® yolue, howeveT, in’

i '::that-sucessful and demaglil opserved fires were & pdjusted on

s R " German mule train',’lnfantry_and installations'by observers there.
g%' .- One afternocon Capbain Jones-observad_énd fired On three mule -

: ~ trains and an Infantry column on one mountaln trail. ‘Herassing

. Pires Were £ired oD this concentration every night thereaftel,
*';w.and no -further daylight activity wes observed on the trail. " L
'T,Gaptain-curtis fired ou two mule trains Qn'another mounbain traill .
'and“then}observaq extensive pcbivity in the tOanof-Piedmonte el
-and prought down a Division Artillerylﬂonoentration op towne
visibility was nearly elways undependable_in these mountains;‘

Weathér_Changed rapidly from clear toO T0B or rgin end snow;itheq:i
' Wire lines

';f.from,the‘O.P,‘thru Caipo acToSs the ¥ lley bo Batta
;}constant;y’under;heavy fire;andHWBre difficult tqukgap;in“an

S In thé'battéry position areas geveral things of interést R
P ;occurreﬁ."Battery wgn reported mortar shells-falling about 300
'-:. ya:ﬁs to their left front. Frogments :ecovered-werei@entif;ad.




as Italian 8lmum mortar shells with range of 5000 yards. The mortar
concentrations were heavy, approximately 100 rounds each in two

of the concentrations, and the mortar Tire was moved about a little.'

The concentrations viere ' repeated several days. The location -
of’ the mortar was never definitely discovered, but were thought
Lo be firing from town of Cassino. The Germans intermittently
delivered harassing firc on the road passing the battalion area,
Some of the fire came Irom the NHorth toward Belmonte Castello,
Some came Prom direction ofr Gassino, and .so nme from Piedmonte arsa.,
Weapons Tiring were thought to be 105im and High Velocity tank
guis of sbout 75mn or 77mm. On March 5th Battery "A" received a
hsavy Counter Battery Concentration that killed two men, wounded
one geriously and demaged one howitzer by gouging the tube,

The Tire wag observed and adjusted as indicated by rounds or

used asg a road) that became a busy'thoroughafare after Battery
"A" moved in, Nevertheless the Battalion Commander decideq to

- move the Battery and selected an areg some 300 yards to the rear

and slightly to right of Battery wB", The move was made as
breviously described. The new fram Battery position deserves
comment for another Teaaon: range.difference between most fop-
ward piece and Plece furtherest to rear was approximately 300
yards, the vertical differcnce between highest and lowest piece

~Wwas 150 yards, The fact that Tire was Bucessfully deliveread from

this position demonstrates the efTectiveness of individual corp-

__'f.eotion of each piece by the Battery Executive to deliver a 100
~ yard sheaf in the target area., A battery position survey locat-

: '3individual correction for each piece. Particular note is to be

- btakén of the fact that the Battalion was advised to be Prepared

to fire in Support of the British New Zealanders on the South -
-and the French on the North; making g total zone of fire or '
2400 mils, and gun pits were built to accomplish thisg,

Sl - On Mareh 6 “this battalion detached a single howitzer and’
«-_segtion Trom Battery mar 4o act as roving gun. The first pos-
ition for the EUR was . bstween St, Michele and Cervaro: SR

[
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36th Divigion. The Silver Star Medal was Presented by Lt. General
Mark W. Clarke to the Tfollowing membersg °f the 132nd Fielg Artillery
Battrlion: ' A L

1st L&, Clare N. Lyke, ASK 0-24501, Battery nAN, Gallantry
in Action near St. Michels, Italy, Adjusted artillery
fire on enemy artlllery from Air 0.P, arter being wound-
ed on groung 0.P. Refuseq Medical Aig until fire mission i
wasg completed 5 February 1944, - R [

-hig 0.P, wasg rscelving direct fire from enemy weapdns, : o

! Sgt. Wayne Denham, aswy 2081505y Battery A Gallantry
in Action_23 Novembep 1943 near Mignano, Ttaly, Disre- ]f
garding his own safety, left his Tox hole and under . . 4 ,
énemy shell Pire Tendered aid to the Wounded. Carrieq l
& wounded. comrade to a place or safety, C — /

Tec-5 Ray Barker, ASK 38026787, Headquarter Battery, ' ;
Gallantry ip Action 17 Tanuary 1944 near Mt, Porchia, , !
baly. Repairped g vital telephone 1ine under intense i

Shell Tire, climbeg g tree near gz ETross roads to Trepair

Tec-5 Knox Paine, Asw 20814547, Medical Datachment, :
Gallantry ip Action 23 Noven ber 1943 near Mignano, Italy,
o Left place Of safety ang under enemy shell fire Tenderad:
o . 8ld to thres wounded men, helped move one to safety, was
IO T knocked unconscioug by concussion of shell;;continued to
~other two upon regaining consciousness put found thenm dead.

K This'historical:narfatiVe Was prepared under direction'of'ths
Battalion'Commander.; _ Lo




AWARDED THL SIINLR S'%R

KNOX PAIN“

KNOX PATNE, ASN 20814547 Toe~- 5, Medicel Detachment 132nd Field'-
Artillery Battalion, ewarded the Bilver Star 11 March 1944 for
gallantry in actlion on 23 November l9h3. Tec 5 Paine entered
'service from Gleburne, Texas. S : o

AWARDLD THL BRONZE STAR

IJiWREI\ICL W IVIIGICUISON

. LAWRENCE W, MICKEISON, ASN 36?#5113, Pvt lel., Headquerters Bettery,
~-132nd Field Artillery Battalion, awarded the Bronze Star 6 March.
71944, for meritorious conduct in line of duty, in combat against
*the enemy. Entered serv1ce from Gedott Wleconsin.-- .

AWARDLD THL PUHPLE HEART

HILLIAM J.;MAM}"

3 WILLIAM T. MAAG, ASN 35461659, Tec— -5, Headquarters Battery, 132nd
¢ Field Artillery Battalion, eswarded the Purple Heart 6 March 1944 -
> for wounds received in aetion against the enemy on 29 Pebruary 1944.
'[Tee 5 Mhag entered eervioe from: Cincinnati Dhio. :

TR S S LSS L




AWARDS 1'OR MOWPH MARCH 1944,

AWARDID 'WIHE STLVER STAR

JAMES H, SHOUL

JAMES H. STOUT, ASN 0-1167240, First Lieutenant, Battery "C", 132nd
Field Artillery Battalion, awarded the Silver Star 11 March lan,
for gallantry in action on the

afternoon of 3 December 1943. Lt.
Stout entered service trom Cleburne, 'lexas. :

AWARDED WHE SILVER STAR

CLARE N. LYKE, ASN 0-2450), First Lieulenant, Battery "A", 132n4
Field Artillery Battallon, awarded the Bilver Star 11 March 1944,
Tor gallantry in action on

the afternoon of 5 February 1944. Lt, .
Lyke'as home is in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

ENLISTED MEN

AWARDED 1% SILVER STAR

WAYIE DEIHAM

" WAYNE DENHAM, ASN 2081505k, Battery mcw,
. aliem, awarded the Silver Star 11 Mareh 1944 for gallantry in action
“on 23 November 1943, Sgt. Denham entered service from Weatherford,

‘Texams. '

AWARDED ‘I'HE SILVE[ STAR

B RAY BARKER
i

‘RAY BARKER, ASHN 38026787, Tec-5, Headquarters Battery, 132nd Fielq
Artillery Battalion, awarded the Silverp Star 11 March 1944 for

%gallantry in action on 17 January 1944. Tec-5 Barkern entered -aer-
vice from Georgetown, Texas., = - :

i
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7 April 1944

CONCLUSIONB

: l. The maximum time thet a light artillery battelion can
stay in action and maintain a high state of efficiency was not

l_ determined. But it can be assumed to be longer than four months
RECIIRENE: & i & v - interspersed With perlode of generel support or rein--
"-;eforcing missione. _ : : B

2._ Gener&l meintenance of materiel and equlpment was

zil;eatiefactory but certein lessons were learned Pprincipally the
-/ mecessity for up to date records of: ‘motor maintenance to be =
'c_certeln none on detached miseione are neglected. ;.

3. Heving once gottcn ous of hostile artillery range 1t

-r«f}lwas concluded that men and officers were more tired than they -
_:j:thought. A etete of lethargy seemed to preveil-for two or,three '
ry*;daye.- P S St

h. Any conclusions arrived at as to the Germans capacity

rf'end ability for counter battery purely from the facts of our
fgexperlence to date are silly and ‘must not be’ allowed to lull us
“rinto a. sense of false security. _ o __

s 5. The report was prepered under my direction by personnel
;of the lBBnd Field Artillery Bettalion. ;. _ :

Lt ol , Fie1d Artillery
i Commending :
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OPERATIONS TH TVALY
MAY 3-9}.;.1{,
HARRAT IVE
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The first of May 1944 the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion
bivouaced near Avellino, Ttaly; undergoing extensive training in
mountain operations and service of the howitzers.

On the 3rd of May the Battnlion was moved to an area near

Qualiano, Italy, at which pluce all of the howitzers were calibrat— . .
edv . R . .

Major Clifford M. Snow had left the first of May as liaison , j
officer for 36th Infantry Division Artillery with the 85th Div- 3

ision Artillery. Areas were eggipned in the Minturno sector

for the artillery battalions.

On the 3rd of IMay battolion and battery off'icers with de-
tails made reconnsisseuce of battery positionsa. Thege were sgelect-
ed and work begun on them. This was done at night with the ut-,

most secrecy. Preparations on positions were completed on
Saturday 6 Wey 1944 ' L

On the 5th Captain Richerd L. Ellegood, Battalion S-3, re-
ceived orders for his promotion to the vrank of Ifajor. John P.
Conley, Robert Lang and Leonard FPohner were Promoted from 2nd Lt.
to renk of 1lst Lt. at this time. : I

Saturday 6 May Lt. Col. John H. Green was decorabud with tie ' |
Silver Star Award at an impressive ceremony. Major General Fred o |

o 4'-."'-*. i .
i i ORI IR
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“-} _ Vitamin "C" on this opewﬂtiou. S S _ ST .] u:

'“f ment held to a minimum.

L.'Walker made the prcuuntatlon before members of our combat
team in the l42nd Infaniry Reﬂlmontﬂl area. S SR 0

Monday May 8 plons wore- presewtod to the DlviSIOn Artillery
for operstions in support of- the 85th Infantry Division and also
for a proposed amphiblous ouerqtlon ~ presumebly Anzio. ‘

'Tuesday 9 Moy mo1oh ordor 1nstructlons were reoeivod for
- movement to the prepared position in the vieinity of Minturno.

Movement wag made the nlght 9 10 May, w1th the bettalion in -
. position at 2310, _ _

‘At this time the friendly front llnes were 3400 yards North
West of our position. ‘'his front wes in a static stote - having
been the same Tor the past three months - and et this time wasg - :
. exceptlonally quiet. The mission of our battalion was in general R &
L support of the 85th Dlv1sion Artlllery.- : L S ' i

. The battalion area Wrs to the rcur (South East of the Min-
turno ‘Hill) and the brttalion CP was located in an orange grove;
- which was heavily loden with ripe fruit - ~there was 1o lack of

- An OP was established in the castle in the town of Mlnturno,
_at which Place the OF personnel hnd execellent observation in our

~zone -of ‘action and they were very comfortably situated exoept fqr'
oocasional enemy. artlllely file. L

Firing on the 10th was llmltod to reglsbratlon with one gun.

Only three rounds were fired - proving oxoellence of the survay, T
l

Secrecy was. rigidely PnfOICCd with radios 31lenoed and move—_r

" The "Front" area was exceptionally quief_With:only'oooesiohal”
exohangee of artillery flre.__ ' ' :

: _eir of expectency prevailed whioh Was noticeable Bs’ every-“~
one was set for big things to happen._ S :

: Thursday 11 MQy plans ware brought from.36th Dlvision Artillery "
for preparation fires for the 85th Infantry Division and "H" hour




was announced as 2300,

During the arfternoon messages from General H. R. Alexander,
Lt. General Mark is. Clark, and Lajor General Keyes were Tecelved
congratulating the troops in Italy on their past performances’
and encouraging them %o even preater efiortsa,

General Clark stst d, in pazrt, that although in terms of
territory gained brogress in Italy wag slow; but the campaign .
in Italy is a major operntion since it has drained the enemy's
reserve strength. ' C

Heavy artillery prepnration was fired and the attack jumped
off at 2300. :

By 0600 12 May, 2472 rounds had been fired by the battalion
on unobserved missions. ‘'he attack was reported to be progressig
Tavorably scross the whole Southern Front. Throughout the day
the battalion continueqd firing in support of the 85th Division
Artillery and by 2400 fired 3396 rounds. :

' N .

The 85th Division Infantry was sadvencing in the face of
determineq enemy resistence. Our artillery fire was said to be
devestitating and ali battalions were concentratied in a small
area,

The next two days we continuned Oour supporting fires - Ffip- -
ing 1543 rounds on the 13th ana 447 rounds on the 14th. o

_ By the 15th tﬁe action had moved away from us to the Norfhi .
West, The battalion fired only 157 rounds on unobserved missioms .

o That night, at about 2200 hours enemy plenes flew‘over our
‘general area and dronved meny flares - n11 artillery fire was. .-
halted. No bombs were dropped, however, and the action was ©




:-:_.Btegeing ares by 1600,

‘described &s a fake sir raid with the object of silencing our
%ertillery during the w1thdrqwl of enemy troope.__-- S

S At 0440, 16 May, orders were received from 36th Division - ;
Artillery to be prepared to move nt 0800. At 1030 this move - o
was canceled and our batteries remained in. position although
~out of range. Everyone got a much necded rest - our actionm
was - characterized by recding’ mcgo21ne 3, playing cards and eeting
-.orangee.' _ : R o _

: The followiug doy, ot 1300 orders were received to be: _
" Prepared to move back to the fualiano bivousc area. This move vas
- made between the hours of 1500 and 1950 and performed by in—-
filtration. That evening werning wag. fiven of ‘an impending
amphibioue move.

During the past nine days. of combat only one nan of the
. battalion was injured -~ this was Sergeant Rogers of Headquarters S
Battery, while on duty at the’ battalion 0.P, in Minturno. ‘He .~ S
: ae given firet ald and remejncd on duty. : S -"'(Jt R

This perlod wags one of Lhe few Limee in which the battalion L
acted in a generml support role. <Compared with the customary o
“direct support missions it wes found that the generel support - o
“.'role was exceptionally ensy for all personnel in that the batt-i
allon did not heve to dieplucc or imploy 1ts LD‘e and FO'S-“-_

' The latter half of the nonth will be celled ‘the Anzio v
operetion and this began on the morning after our return from _
Minturno; with orders to be ready to leave for the embarkment o

o Exteneive plans concerning perecnnel end meteriel hed
~2lready been made and preparation, movement and loading on- the
IST'e wesg executed quickly end cffeciently. - S

.-+ The convoy "left the port of embarkation, Bagnoli Italy at
X715, 19 May 1944. The sea was guite rough and rain fell/ e ;
- periodically during the night. It was still misty and drizzling AL
_,when our ehipe docked at Anzio nt 0830 The poor weather was.




a godsend for us sg it restricted the enemy's observation of our
arrival cnd subsequent motor moverent from the port to a bivouac
aref. _

Gun pits had already been preparéd and wire lines laidwby
the personnel of the 10th Field Artillery Battalion, 3rd Infantry
Division. _

The latter installations were lmproved during the night of
20 May and occupied under cover of darkness the next evening.

It was very quiet on Lhe 22nd May with little activity on
“either-side. One gun of the battalion was registered during the
aftérnoon. : ' L

wHE" Hour for a larpe scale attack on the beachead front was
announced for 0600, 23 May. ‘ .

The mission of the 132nd Field Artillery Battslion was direct
support of the 39th Field Artillery Battalion, 3rd Infantry
Diwision. lat Lt. Touis N. Quast, who had rejoined the battalion
83 §-2 on the 18th May was sent to the 39th Field Artillery
Battalion as-liaison officer. ' _ =

A heavy preparation program was filred commencing at 0545
and other unobserved missions were fired during the day - ex-
pending 3790 rounds. In addition 341 rounds were expended on
observed miseions. Supporting fires were continued the next
day till 1900 when prepnrations were made to move. The guns
were coupled up and all equipment loaded at 2400 when orders -
weTe Teceived to re-occupy the position, to fire that night and.

the next morning.

The front lines became very fluid and asdvances quickened - -
necessating dlsplacement of the battalion four times in that many.
days. Thess movements were go frequent that the batteries be- :

came expert at fast displecements. Only the necessary operating

personnel were carried along - The remainder beingﬁ}aft inja~'

r

Tear blvouac ares. . 4

A bulldomer attoched to the battalion from 11llth Engineer

Battalion eided greatly in these moves by digging the gun pits_ff1'ﬂ5f

and other necessary installations. Many times the gun crews -




)

S wels 80 axhausted from their contlnuouq serv1ce of the piece :
and displaocements that it would have been extromely dlfxicult
for them to have Dhad to dig their own gun pits.

_ our mission of general support of tie 39th Fiel& Artillery
3 Battalion was changed on the 27 ifay to general support of 27th
- Field Artillery Battalion. On.the-28th our mission was again.
" changed to general support of 133rd Fleld Artillery Battalion
and observed missions were fired on call, On the 30 May we -
_began direot support of 1/42nd quuntry. ' :

_ Up to this time although the attcck had been progressiﬂg G _
- satisfactorly there was no indiecation of a breek through but .. :
- strong reslstance was encountered all along the front - Except . ;]
for the right (Southern) flank which had pushed South to joim _ .
- forces with the "Southern Tront " thereby ellmlnating the beach— ’
'_;head, as such.. sl

- * The mnnth was & very intcrOﬂting one 88 far as the battalium_
AL wWas concerned as it contained a variety of action - including.
”H*;.the Minturno drive and also portlcipatjon in tha Anzio attack.

Cohitiadl Yt U

AT This ‘historical narrative was prepared undef direction of f
;3the Battalion Commandor.__ . _ . _ _ -

| : :  _ .  4;5 ’i?
' TS N..QHAST

e 1aﬁ Lt., Field Artlllerﬁ'"

fAssisted in preparation by'

.Tec 4 John V. Hawkins, Hq. Btry. 132nd F A Bn. : SR R
_Tec h Richard J.kPaine, Typist Hq. Btry., 132nd F. A. Bn._'&.._g:ﬁﬁ

iCharts and Overlays.. e
,jTeoh.”Sgt. Joha B. Cotham, HQq. BtryQ,IlBEnd F. A. Bn.
. Tec L Michael F. Sacher, Hg., Btry., 132nd F. A. Bn.
Tec 4 Paul L. DiVico, Hq. Btrv. 132nd ¥. A. Bmn.
_Fire mission information: jﬁj; f  “f_ ;f.i o ”f.ﬂ

aﬁtaff Sgt. Toseph W. McC
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AWARDS

AWARDED_Tills STLNER STAR

JOHN N. GREEN | o
onel, 132nd ¥ield Artillery

. JOHN N. GREEN, 0333369

", Battallom, awarded the gilver Star OO Sapburdsy, %
n 6 December 1943 in the vicinity of *x¥,
fending Moun

7 gallantry action ©
fpoops of the Second Battalion, 1h2d Tnfantry, de
frective artillery £ire from +the eneumy &
s emplacements

gubjected O heavy ©

" kx¥yglley. Because best view of the enemy
baervabion point in advance ©

initietive wenb

45 could be obtained from an O

" company on H111¥** , Lieutenant Golonel Green on his OWR

. forward b and artillery fire and ob-
tion obtained

y
hrough intense mortar, nebelwerfer

served from that exrtremely hazardous polint.: With informa
at this great personal risk he directed guch affective counter—bat'bary__
fire that the gubsequent enemy attack falled. j1e with the front
en durin hattle, T.jeutenant golo— i |
posed himself to g0 gmong the junior.‘officers R 12
g thelr hravery. by his

‘1ine infentrym
~nel Green jeliberately ex

infiltrations.

ce from Abilene, ToxXas. o

'and enllisted mel, apcoura

/. OWIL insplring valor,
; ooun’qerattacks. Entered the Servi
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. The operations for the month of June shall be divided imbo two main .
;periods ~ The firsh being the culmination of the Anzio break-~through from '
-1 June %0 3 June. The sevond being the nursult ‘of tho enemy through Rome

'and into northern I‘La.ly; urtil the D:wlsion Was relieved on the 26 June.

" The beginning of the month found the battalion in the vicinity of.
& '.-V‘elletri, Ttaly, where it had pone into position very close behind the front
" lines, The mission of the battalion being to Buppor‘c the I).].Enﬂ Ini‘an‘hrv in
- the a:l:tack oi’ 'hhe hills to the north.

Lo

; .Al'bhough .All:l.ed Farcos on the Beach-hoad were mﬂ.klng a cona er'ted effcn‘t
: é-a'b 'this time - no real bremk-through was apperemt.

o "It wes not until the mornine of I June = after the Ba’ctalion Ccmmmndar
:_!_and Battery Commanders had gone on reconnaissance = that it appeared that’ the
enemy had with-drawn completely. This was the. beginning Qf the pursui’c of
‘bhe enany through Rone end on into narther.a I’caly. R

: Par'l: “of the. Ini‘arrtry in ow ocombat team was motorized and the mission S
of ‘our’ ‘battalion was to remain notorized and follow the Infuntry uxrl:il
donteot with the enemy ves established. S
D.Jr Regimerr‘:al Combat Team column rEJ.IlfOI'OBd with racon.na.isaanoe *troops, E
tanks -and tank destroyers proceedel on the road towards Rome, and- raached 8
point. on the outskirts of the city at about 1600, At this poimt “gnemy ree.r
guard ‘aotion was encountored and tho ‘convoy halted. Our. arbillery moved -
into an essembly area; with the primary mission being enti-tani defense. i
: : Early the ne‘rt zorning arders wore m.ceu.ved to march -bh_rough Rcme, with
* the o'b;]en-b:.ve 'be:r_np' to oross the Tiber Rl.rer a.nd go in‘h_o : dei‘ens:-.ve poai"‘ion

DECLASSIFIED PER EYPrroim
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The operetions for the month of June shall be divided into two main . ‘
-periods - The first being the culmination of the Anzio brealk=through from
1 June to 3 June. The second being the pursuit of tho enemy through Rome
and into northern Ytaly; urtil the Division wes relieved on the 26 June.

The bepinning of the month found the battalion in the vicinity of
Velletri, Ttaly, where it had 'gone into position very close behind the fromt
lines. The mission of the battnlion being to support the 12nd Infantry in
the attack of the hills to the north. ’ :

Although Allied Farces on the Beach-head were making a conserted effart
at thls time - no real break-throurh was apparemt, o -

' It was not until the mornins of I June - after the Battalion Commander
-+ - and Battery Commanders had gone on reconnaissance - that it appeared that: the
¢+ enemy had with-drawn completely. This was the.begiming of the pursuit of

., the enamy through Rowme and on into narthera Italy, o

-

. Part of the Infantry in our combat team wes notorized, and the mission
of our battalion wes to remain notérized and follow the Infantry umbil :
contact with the enemy vins ostablished. ' R :
" Our Regimental Corbpt Team column reinforoed with reconnaissance troops,
- tanks and tank destroyers procecded on the road +owards Rome, ard réached & .
. polot on the outékirts of the oity ab abouwt 1600. At this poiut’ enemy rear X
. pnard action was encoumtered and the convoy halted. Our 'artillery moved = = .
;-into an assemhly area; with the primary mission being anti-tank defensé. Ll
..~ Early the nert morning orders wore reoelved to march through Rame; with
‘the dbjective being to cross the Tiber River end go into a defensive position-’
‘five miles norjthrwes*h of' the city.. . R R LA P e <

Ut




sillery vehicles = thus
ensbling as many trooss as ressivle to be mobarized. Ho enemy opposition
WoB encountered in the drive threugh Heme, although traffio was impeded hy

thousands of citizens who wero out An the early hours to welcome us as we
oame through. = . . : S

Hany of tha Infanbriion were loadel o1 miv

Lo

The first debermined 1 oar cvard action of the onemy was encountered
-about four miles west of tie-city. The column was halted, +the iofartry
deployed and our Battery AN quickly brousht up and put into m position of
‘close support. Registralions werc made 01 points less than two thousand
yards eway. - ' R TS

-+ The enemy strength wes ‘estimated to ba about two companies of Infamtry =
supported by anti=tank puns, mortars and vt onatic veaponsg, Fire was placed
on the primary defensoe positiors of the ensmy nnd artillery fire placed on
these points until the Infentry vas dbserved o ba ready to close in on them,
-~ By 1500 al1 organized enemy resistaico had been overcome; ebout thirty
prisoners taken and -(3&1?;]92 amti-tenk guns destroyed, . . R .

Lty -
R

_ ‘During the remaindor of the days of the month our battalion continued
~An purouit of the enemy, peneralls along ichway <71 %o the north-west. This
pursuit covering a period of fwentv one days - between 5 June and 26 June,
During this tine g total distanos ol about one hundred and Tifty miles was

covered by our advancing troops. This neanssibabed irequent displacememts |
of the battalion, and often two ar vere occupied in a single

o

Ly
i
i

- During the early stage of the pursuit resistance encountered VRS very
.7 .small and oftentimes the Ppositions ocoupied were merely assembly areas; from

~whioh no firing was done, lovever, the rear guard resistance inorensed dur -
+ing the last two weeks and at these times our artillery was mare eactive, '

three pogitions

SR Ab times tha:bettulion a8 in tho role of direct Support - during which
time all of our personrel - ineludine Io's amd FO's - were extremely busy, :
At other times thé mission of the battalicn was thet of reinforeing fires of
other artillery units, - o R AR, g
.+ "The movement . Was ‘80 rapid that in order. Lo kee
suppart ‘of battal:llon' strongth for tho atbocki
and-the reinforeing unit had 4o coordinate 1l
'In arder 4o acoomplish this the direct sup
~®'limison officer to the reinfareing unit
vhile the farmer vas displac ing forvard,

P oontinuous artillery
ng Infaemtry the direot . suppart
elr movemerts very clesely,
Dort battelion sent a radio and
vihiich would take over the missions




Ancther characteristic cf the fast movins sibtuabtion was the effect on the
battalion oonminieations. WUuc to the rapid and frequent displacament mering 1
wire omwmmnications outside o' a siwplo Lattalion uet was virtually impossible;
therefore, it was necessary to rely on rodio for commnications with the Infentry
"= through 10's and FO's with reinlorcing artillery units and with Division
Artillery. It might be noted that redio commnicetion in this situation =
where they were so necessary - proved satisfnctary in all respects. :

\

During the period situations have olften cccured where targets of
opportunity of the retreating enemy vere cbscrved. In most oases these could
eesily be taken under {ire due to the close artillery support, -
In more than one occasion columns of Infantry and horse drawn artillery
wera observed along the road and fired on. In one case = near Grogsebo = nine
150 mil. howitzers and many dend horses and somo live ones were found in an
area that was fired on by or Artillerv. ;

The.value of a battalion (F was displayoed pvarticularly when our bettslion
vwags 1n a reinforoing role. During these times none of our 10's ar FO's wers i
in position to adjust our bettslion on a base poimt or check points. Most of- :
the time these necessary rogistrations were made by Air OP's; however, a o
quicker and more effecient ndivstment vas often found to be ovtained froa a
ground P established prior to the occupation of the position, - -

Another element of this operetion was that many prisoners were taken in
our Artillery positions and cther areas behind our fromt lines, Although these
~ enemies rarely gave us any tronlle, it wms alvnys necessary to maintain good
i local seourity. Appraximately thirty srisoners wers taken by personnel of our -
unit, - -

i Dur:l.ng the month the battalion lost the services of 16 men through

various ‘causes. Although these losses were nob vweloome the effecisnocy of the:
battalion was not substam inlly reduced in es rmch as the battalion had besn
over strengthed and trained personcel were available to take the place of s -
key men thet were lost, ' o e TR

4w

;77 The aotion of the morth vms unique in thal it was very different i‘rd:ﬁ'i;_;_:

any operation that the battalion had been in helore. Prior +o this time the =
aotion had been slow noving ard occupation of pozitions deliberste with T N
qpémy artillery fire being our greabest hazgard, liowever, during the pasﬁ_;:




Fa'J*)qu;‘:
'

month ‘the situation has been Cagt raving requ_rlnr frequent displacement and

1

|

i

" hasty occupation of positiono with l,Lti,le or no preparation., The hazzard of : i
.m*billery has been virtually non-grtistaut, o R ‘]
i

Prepared under the dircclion of the Battalion Commander.,

. LCUIS N. QUAST :

1st It., F:Leld .A.rtillerj
. . : 8-2

‘Jehn V. Hawcins, Hqe Dbry., 150m . A. 5o SR
)_I."'R-i h.ard J. Paine, Typlﬂt, I‘Iq. Btry-, l52nd F. A.- Bno

ohn D. Ccrbham, Ho. Btry., 132m F. 4. Bn. B
_ Miohael F. Sacher, Hq. Btry., 132nd F. A, Dn. R ' S
Tes Ly’ Paul ;L. D:.V_ioo, Hq. Btry., 132:d ¥, A, Bu. ' '

(e
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) WILISTED 15 ;
i
AWARDS TOJ FIOINE JUWE 1044 |
i
UEADARTHLS DATTELY |
-
AVILD COF PUARPLE DRARYT _
- . -.?“i\jl:-
RAY RaRKER o

RAY DARKER, 38026787, Corporal, Ueadguarers fattery, 132nd Fiold Artillery
Dattalion, avarded the Purple ue’lrt 16 Jmo 1944, Tor Wounds received m combat
5 June 1944. Enbered the sorvice from Goor retovm, Texas. : B L

LEUJAITH CALDEIATO

DEIJATIT CALDERATO, 53586375, Toc 5, Hemdquarters Tattery, 132nd Field - =~ 0.

o Artillery Dattulion, avarded tha Purplo Ileart, 16 June 1944, for wowmds = .~
% received in combat 3 June 1944. Enbered the gervice from Philndelphia, 6 . ' . ol

‘..Ponnsylv'a.nia..

‘_DIVISIOH COMMEDATION oIt EWCEPTIONALLY I‘.-;'r T10RIOUS COiDUCT

Lo

ROCERT . RITYER

R : :ROBERT F. RITTER 13073527, Corpornl, Headquarters Datbery, 132nd Field S
L _-f.;_'Artillery Battalion, for excepbionally meritoriocus comduct on 3 Februa.ry REEY

1944 in Italy. Assigned to a linlson soction worling with the infantry = = =~ %!

troops, Corporal Ribter accompanied tho ertillery lisison officer o am = - R

- observation post and there esbtablished radio cormwnications. ¥Vhile he -

- wa8 operabing his radio, tho wmemy bla.oted the area with an intense con- .
" contration of artillery fire. Ileedless of the danger to Wwhich he was
~..oonstantly exposed, Corpersl Littor muﬂ.amod his post and oconbtinued oper— - s
abing the radio, thus enabline the artillery to deliver accurdte fire in support
“of ' the infantry :E‘,orc‘es. Ptorod the Sorvice from Doltimore, Maryland. <

: l.mial—l”r"‘*"”‘” AT s o o

Féh‘i” u"lh'“ i R -




IEADUARTERS 15804
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-

PIVLD ARFILLETY 347TALI0N

3 July 1944

Oy FICERS

AVIIDS FOV LONST JUME 1044 -

N 1% S
DAY At

e fem

AVRT:D OF FURPLE TEART

L ISADRE STEIN

_'ISADORE STEIN, 01179214, Socond Lieutenant, 132nd'Fiold Artillery

Dattalion, avarded the Furple Ueart, 18 Juwne 1944, for Wounds recoeived :

in combat 5 June 1944, Enberod the Service from Hew York, NWew York.




A DU a8 1.)2m1 FIALD A ITLLEY 2aTPALION

_ur.n. ”' IJL; U. l:ln ’Ll‘}:{

. 3 July 1944

EILISTED KEY

ATRDS FCRLONTHY JUHE 1544

DATTELY "4t

AWLLD OF FURPLE ZBART

FiLat 1. RAIREZ

PILAR M. RAMIREZ, 38065437, Private Firgt Class, Datbery ™a" , 132nd
Fleld Artillery Eﬂtt&llo‘l, evarded the Purple leart 16 Jume 1944, for Lo

viownds received in combat 3 Jwme 1944, Entered the Service from Sha.ftaf, S T
Toxa s. ' R

OBET J. LSS AGO

- ROBERT J. MASBAGO, 120956953, Priva te, Satbtery “a%, 132nd Field Artiliery
 Dattalion, awar ded the Purple Teart, 1e June 1944, for wounds received in
combat 3 Jue 1944. BEntered the Servies from Utioca, Hew York. . :

POSTHURIOUS AWALD OF SILVER STAR

BILLY I, I'OLTON

-~ BILLY F. HORTON, 20814&;2 Frivate First Class, Dattery “.A.“ 132nd Field

oo Artillery rattallon. Neud of Kin: s Irno Mitchell (Mother) 222 North';” SRR
- 14th Street, Paris, Texas.

CHARLES J. DEUVALL ) | B T ER I T

~ CIARLES J. DEUVALL, 208295538, Private, Sattery “a% 132nd Field Artillery
;. Dattalion. Next aof Kin:; I%s. Sorah @. Dewvall (lother) General Delivery,‘
Vian, Oklahom .
~ . Por gallanitry in acticn on, 24 November 1943 the abovo namod men viere assigned
%o the forvard observation vurty of their battery and they worked $lrelessly for
J-fj_-q-a days carrying suﬂpllou up the vrecipitons mountain trail to the post. On th?
'afterncon of 24 November tlicy volunseared bo romain at the post and operate tha '
“radio during the nirht. Whon the cneny besan shelling arownd the ridsoe vhorae the,
radio vns looated, thoy valiantly maintained their posb and, disdained. 132“5-“5 it
for a position of safety. ghalls bopan bursbing on the.ridze.and e direct h

;- 'the observation post ki llarl thom : Eﬁ G RESTR'rTEn

JECTASSTETEN. non, -
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3 July 1944

lu“L""'TED LI ..mI

- AWMRDS FOR LOIe *1:1 JU]:E 1544

maremy n"f

A’r'.{

B
t[

" QAN LEAF CLUS'}‘E{'

hAIL H, (‘AGE

g EARL H. GAGE, 17086072, Privabo, Latbary "' 13nd Field Artlllery Pattalion,
'_awa.rded Oak Lea.f Clustar 20 June 1944 for Trounds rece:.ved in combat 13 June
1944, Entered ervice ix am lenver, Colora.do.




TEADDIL MRS Lilnd PIELD LoPILLE: Y IATTALION
<Dl B8, UL s, ARy U

_ 3 July 1944
ENISTED KEy
ERISTED may

AWARDS Fon ropym JUIIE 1944

BATTERY "o
el e

ATRLD OF FLUFLE LERT

GORDON W. WOORE -

57, Erivato, Dabbery Yo%, 132n4 piold Artillery
Dttalion, awarded the Puple Heert, 16 Jue 1944, for woundg receivad

e Mtered the Service from Rochestep

DIVISION COMMITIDATION 1ot ECIPTIONALLY FEIITORIOUS CovpuCT

PAVL G. ADALSPERCER

_ PAUL G, ADELSPEE‘LGEH, 35267912,
W - Batta lion, ror gcepbionall

Corporal, Rattary ¢, 13sn9 Pield Artillery = |
¥ maritorious gonduct on 1 :
Ordered to maintain a now obiarvy

O alion nost to cover a
5 CArtillery fire, Corporal Adelspersor diractad his sectj
comumications. When g bl inding

2ought places of covar for hig
half-fpozen by the extrore
his duties, courageously
hazerdoug conditi

nen, encouraring then not to g
celd and the bitinn wind, he cong
ra inta ining Commimicat
ons. Hntored the Service Ir

espair.  Although
inued to . perform
lons in apite of the extremely _
o5l Le:cington, Kentucky, .-

RSTRICTED

-11lw

LoRR b e




o artiliary fire plus the threat of -advuncillg/'_;}‘dantry. :

vdtﬁdi‘mﬁal. Aband onad artillery wag all out of pProparati

Flf.e'u',} WWATTEIS 1320 PIVID ARTILIFEY BATTALION
J‘.lPoC- ;;’: _?)6, U‘. S. A:'Y . .

3 July 1%

- COTMINSIMS

e e e e

. 1" The principal coaclugion fo be draym in conrection with the type |
of ‘combat; "NERZO in durin: risgd of this month fron the point of View of g L
direct support batlinlion arcs. o : SR S

' ‘Be The nrts11 ery rust be a::,;;i'essive in displacenent in the -
ploitation of a breplr in cilgy Iineg Rels't 11'_101'e_a£;gres_sive if Possible in
persuit, o _ o : A N

- ' : Trhe vas of 4wo bé.t"cniio::a in d irect suppor noving ahe@d 'by
- battalions leap fropging eaeh other is the best vay to koep well Tarward
and -at tho eame time he Prepared fop 'a-cqziﬁ:orattacl_:. AR

.

b. The air {,F,. ig _bi‘_ inas_t.iy_:ﬁ_'fl_:able v_:_a.lu.q i‘n: tha persuit'.i"_f_ '

o ¢. o men can delend  in hasty wesition ageinst op
fire, Tiwe aftep timo German.noldiers'xmm driven from

. The Germans mde.‘%rery pdb:"_-'ué_c of his artil] N

he got out of it. In many instances vell pighted guns weyg T ound 'ﬁ'bhnf'from /

my ohservation heover
they were left in, a

Tired nn effoctive r
Ithorzh amminitiien Vi

ound againet us,),
5 at hand. 1In my

fran the .position
r opinion-this ocan

only he oplained by gayin: his artillery soldiers and oflficers lacked bold=
ness and de_:tarminati_on. o ' N P O A

JOMN W/ ormy .
. 0_1-,' l"'iEld Artillery B
f§°  Commanding - T




ERADQUARTERS 17218 FIEID ARTTLIERY DATTALION
A.P.O. # 36, U. 8. ARMY _

8 Béptunber 1l -

. (FERATIONS IN FRAMCE
AUGUST 15,4,
HARRATIVE

TR e e WES et men e —

Having partioipated in the landing at Salerno, Italy, the 132md Field
Artillery Battalion was experienced in ship to shore invasions., It may be
reoalled that the battalion began it's invesion training at Camp Edwards,
Massachusetta, in the fall of 19,2, Tt was also given a asoond training
period in Afriea priar to the Italian landinge Therefore, the two weeks .

. intensive training period prier to the present invasion was more or less a
review of past experiencen, Approximately sixty per cemt of the personnel
~ of the battalion were veterans of the Itellan Iunvasion. Our eotivities
therefore were greately benafited by this experienoce, .

With the exception of Idaison and Farward Observer officers andpartieu
who mocampanied their respective Infentry units, the mass of the battalion
was loaded on'an L.8.T« near Naples, Italy, on the 10th of Adugust,

~ Twenty two DUKWS (Amphibious 2 1/2 ton vehicles) were angigned to the
battalion for the purpose of the initial landing, These were used primarily
by the firing batteries to oarry in howitgera and ammunition, The howit rers
were 80 placed in the DUKWE that they were in firing position and oould :
'~ have been fired while enroute from ship to shore or after’ lending without
" unloading, Each battery had three DUEWE with "A" Frames oonatructed on them
for the purpose of unloading the howitgers. The DUKRS were stowed on the
. tank deok of the IS8T and debarked at ses by backing out into the water fram
the ramp, It required thirty two mimites alter debarkation began for the
entire twenty two DUKWS to got off the IS8T, The arganio transportetion
and remaiunder of the persomnel came ashore leter in the day when the IST
came in to the beaoch, . FA

2 Theé landings of the 36th Infentry Division began at 0800 hours en -
Tuesday 15 Auvgust 134y in the vielnity of 8t, Raphael, Southern Fra;:loo._' D




The 13204 Field Artillery Battalion le.nded at "H“ pluﬂ 153 minutes onm tha
‘beach establishel by the 143rd Infantry Regimemt and had the mission oi‘
reinforo:lng the fires of the 133rd Fiold A.rtillery Battalion.

~ The initial 1and:|.ngn had littla to no reﬂistanoe and everything wen'c .
scoording to plan with the battalion landing at it's deaigmted time. On
landing the battallion went into an ase embly area about one hundred and fii‘ty
- yards from the beach;: at whieh timo the howiltzers were unioaded from the
. DUE®S, The DUKWB then beceme prime movers and the ‘battalion continmed on to
.8 position area about one mile away. The guns were 111 poaition and ready o
to fire within one hour a.i‘ter hitting tho baa.oh. S

- The mami Ini‘antry Regiment lnndod a.t 1530 hours in the ui‘ternoon amd
at tha.t time our babtelion went into direct suppart of this regiment., With
' the 142m Infantry Regiment the 'ba.Ltalion hed one liaison officer attached to
~gach infantry battalion and one linison officer with Regimental Hau.dquartara ’
two farward cbserver officers with each battalion and two Naval liaison”
‘offioers for shore fire control. There were also one artillery forward
- obaerver with each Infantry Battalion especiully trained for conduoting
na.val 5nn f:l.re. :

. ~Inc as mnoh an the initial resistﬂ.nca waa light very 1ittle obaerved fire
was oonduoted on D" day, The battalion sustained only ome camualty =
(Slightly waunded by artillery fire ahurtly al‘ter la.nding) AJ.l other per- '

£ aon.nol a.nd equipmont la.nded aai'ely.

On "D" plua one firat ‘nerious reaiatance waﬂ met 'by our Info.ntry und

e ﬁ.m'a.x.ly observed missions were fired. This resistance w8 quiokly overcome a.nd _'

'by night f’a.ll m ‘had penetrated ten mileﬂ 1n1anil.

Our In.fmbry in thelr advanoe during tho night of the lﬁth by—paased

' '.'--.".Jnln.ny amll groups of enamy infantry.  On "™" plus one our Battery Commanders
o ¥

- and Burvuy Beoction piocked up thi.rty nino priuonarn whilo on rsoonna.iuaanoe
fa' 'y i'crurd pouition area. _ : L G o e

_)_.

Tho follawing da.y and for the naxt ueak tha oampa.ign_ beogme very fluid. URRRE
Tho Regimunta.l Combat Teams took the form of task farces which moved quickly .

%o the northeast and northwest to exploit the rout of ‘the enemy. a.nd destroy
him," This required the battalion to travel many ‘miles’ each day = at tflmos -
~‘covering a hundred miles in'n single day's meroh. This took us to the
-~ 'mortheast near the Italian bearder at Builleatre and as far 'aost ns tho
vioinity of llontelimr -




LA

As an example of the operetions during the month we will axamine the
period of the 24th, 25th and 26th., At noon on the dith the battalion wes
at the town of Ia Roche St, Secret efter a seventy mile road march fram
Rosans, During the afternoon the men had a chance to relax a little. .

At 2000 hours arders were received to move imto vicinity of Cleon d' Amdran
= & distance of fifty fow miles. For this move the battalion, less
Battery "B" whioh had been left ot St. Clement, was to haul the lst
Battalion, 142nd Infantry Regiment =~ less one campany - in addition to it's
narmel personnel, equipment erd over one thousand rounds of mmmunition

per battery. To make this haul there were presemt in the battalion twenty
2} ton trucks and the normsl mumber of smaller vehicles plus eight anti-
airaraft half tracke, (which were used to haul about fifty infentrymen)
The trucks were both overlonded and over=srowled and some acoldents :
occured when personnel fell off of the trucks. The battallon arrived in
it's defensive position at 0500 hours.~ oomplete with "B" Battery which
rejolnel us at that point. A large part of the Division had come to this
viclnity, east of the Rhone River ~ north of Montelimar, in an of fart to
trap elements of the 19th Army moving up the Rhone Valley to the north,

It was here that a pitohe) battle took place when the enomy attemptel to
break through., The First Battalion of the 43rd Infantry, Regimemt
attached to the 142nd Infantry Regiment, received the brunt of this attask
nhioh was reported to be of regimental strength, The First Battalion of
the 142nd Infantry counter abtacked and were subsequently pushed back,
However, our forward obsarvaers were in position to fire observed missions
on tenks, heavy weapone amd enemy infamtry. Forty cbserved missions wers
fired between 1500 and 2000 hours. We ere oredited with knooking out four
Mark VI tanks with indirect fire. Although our units were pushed back «
the artillery at ome time firing at a range of two thousand yards - the
eneany was repelled end subsequently withdrew. By the timé the worst of -
the attaok had passed our emmunition supply was a crifical item end only: .
;tweuty five ronnds per gun were on hend at night falls This was due to the
Taoct that ammunition dumpe mere approximately one-hundred miles to the
rear, - The reé~-sipply was mede even more difficult by the faoct thet six
of our ammnition trucks hed been taken from the battalion far special

- duties “elsewhere, It was common practice in our motor movements for our
orgenie transportation to haul e bettalion of infentry as well aa three -
thousand rounds of ammunition. This mede it neéceesary to overlosd oir
vehioles two hundred to three iundred per cent, However, as yet, no :
majar malnbenance difficulties heve been encountered. o o

N —— e e

On thé 26th the combat team made another flanking mevement to the
narth and west in an effort to out off the enemy again, This time our action
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it ves of dowtful value for K

met with comaiderable success and by the next marning one infantry battalion

- was in possession of high ground overlocking the Rhone River in the =
vieinity of Livron - sur ~ Drone, . Our. ertillery reinforced by 155th Field

- Artillery Battalion (Medium) was An position to cover the area to the
mest inq_luding'th_e:r_iva' tbeelf, R S _ P

1st Lte James W, Darden, cur liaison offiecer with the 2nd Battalion,
142nd Infentry Regiment, £ired both our battalion and e mediwm battalion -
battery on many targets of opportunity. . These consigted of convoys of

vehioles nnd horse drawn artillery amd wmgons. It ie estimated that at =~

. least five humdred vehlcles, fifty ertillery pieces ‘and countless enemy
_personnel and equipment were destroyed by thie. sction a8 the enemy attempted

t0 esoape through the boltle ~ nesk, This resulbed in complete disorgantsation

of the enemy eand many hundred prisoners were ‘taken by our infantry,

~-The end of the péricd foum tlie'. grét.rbér_'-pa..r‘b of the German 19th Afmy'- '

RS destroyed or c¢aptured; with the remeining disarganized elements in rout to

- the xi:.cn'th_éga't:.

_Much credit for the success of this operation should go to the drivers _
and the Service elements of the baltalion, " Many hundreds of miles were . . ..
-covered in pursuit of the fleeing émemy,  This reguired owr drivers snd
-8upply persommel to be on the go bobh day and night . PR R

Even though the situntion wagn
-was not much danger from enipere or swrprise attacks in as much ag the Fremch

* mell as'_'_'t_aking care of st.ra.gglipg.anemy'. S

 Operations durizg the perdoed were made more difficult due to the
Anedequate supply of maps. At times sctivities were in en grep covered only

L by 1:_20_0_,000 road maps and the usual mip was the _1:100,000_‘ tactlocal map.
= H_any'tj,n_;gg ‘the lisigon officarg axd forwerd observera, as woll as battery

. oommamders, were without maps of any ldnd. The 15100,000 map wae the = . N
- only type of map mvailsble to ‘the FDG. during the latter part of the period.

| . In the hesty ococupatlon of positions it was found that tliés scale pap was .
- satisfactory for locating the batteries by inspection (befare & posltion = -

[ area survey was made) and makinﬁ the initial round a sensable one, However,
Trensfers" ar uncbserved fires, S

sPgxEr

fest moving and the front was £1uld there




Our Air QOP.combinued to be of great value In the pursuit for their
reconnaissance misslons as wall as for adjusting artillery fire. In
previous operations it was generel practise to have all the Division
Artillery Adr (F's under centralized comtrol. In this operation they -
departed from thia end the Air QP accompanied the battelion, The terrain -
was such that landing fields near the battalion positions could usually
be found from aerial reconunaissances. It was foumd that by having the -
plane in close liaison with the battalion our missions for them could
be mere quickly end effeociently carried out,. '

" The Battalion received no replacements during the month,

Prepared under the direction of the Bettalion Commander,

s ) a7

10UIS N, QUAST
Captain, Field Artillery
g2

Assisted in preparation by;

Teo '.’. John v' Hﬂ.ﬁkj.nﬂ; Hq. Etr}'.' 15211d F. A, Bno
Teo ly Richard J. Paine, Typist, Fg, Btry,, 132nd F. A. Bn.

<

Charts and Overlayss

Tech Bgt. John B, Cotham, Hy. Btry., 132nd F, A. Bn,
Tec Ly Miohael F, Sacher, Hy, Btry,, 132nd F. A. Bn,
Tec lj Paul L. DiVico, Hg. Btry., 132nd F, A. Bne

| Fire mission infcrmtion:

8taff Sgt., Joseph W, McClure, Eq. Biry., 132nd F. A. Bn,
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HEADQUARTERS 13210 FIEID ARTTLLERY BATTALION '.'
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 ATATDS FOR MON'H AUGTST g
'POSTEIMOUS AWARD GF STIVER STAR ]
. GAINES M. BOUIE |

. GAINES M, BOTIE, 0-,06462, Ce taln, 132nd Field Artillery Battaliom, for
- gellantry in motion on 11 June _lSuﬁ in Italy, ~Captain Boyle was liaison officar
“with 3rd Battalion, 1,,2nd Jofantry Regiment, During an advance by the batt- -
alien, the portion of the colwm Capbein Doyle wes with was ambushed and out
- off fram the main body of tr oopes. Ba quickly organized the trapped non for
‘an &ll round defense, It waps Imperative that ‘the battalion be contacted and
- help ' summoned, Ceptain Boyle remembered heving ‘seen an ‘aband oned infantry -
‘Tadlos “He oramled out under -dirm_:_i_:f_:ri_i‘l_e'__'nnd'-maphinq,_'gtm fire to search for
'~ the set, Mhen help came end the .gurvivora were Tescusd, Captain Boyle was
o -fmn_ﬂ_';dé'n.d__by'tha‘_radio._ His pirtol wns in hie hand and f-ﬁ:_;-g@ty.ca.rb;'idge
' olip lay nearby, mute evidence of the fight he had made to defend himself SRR
80 that he could call for hoelp to eave his men,  Fext of king Mra, Iee M, ' |
|

" Boyle (Mobher), 52 Bouth oer: Btroet, Paris, Texas,
o . BERNAID F. EEED

- 'EBERFARD F. HEDD, 041178501;"'#e'é'dhdj__ideué.;enm, 15204 Field Artillery Batt= . |
elioa, for gallambry in motion on 2 February 19l), in Ttayy,’ Id.m_:i:ono;z‘:t“;_Roed_ ™s

leading his formard cbeerver detail in an advence toward ememy positiens . =

‘when he and his party were suddenly subjected to graring machine gun fire and ]
| Deavy artillecy shelling. ' Ono of the nen mas wousqer in the leg; and, . -
 Secaough a1l tho persomiel in the ares was pimed to the gromd, Leuteant |
- Bewd selfleasly exposed himsslf +o the hostile fire in an attempt to aid the |
. injured man, Moving oalmly and rapidly, he advanced to the position where
‘the soldier lay and started carrylng him tomard a place of safety, While - = - 1
80 engaged he was martally wound ed by the ‘enemy fire, Next of king Mr, = S
- Thomas F, Reed (Brother ), 116-23 219th Btreet, Albany, Yew York, .

PCSTHIMOUY AWATD OF BROWZE STAR MEDAL - Sl Enn gl

| | © GAIMES M. BoWE FR T o
GATNES K. BOTIE, 0-4,06662, Captaln, 130m Field Artillery Battalion, 9 |

N s TR TR
SR _ N . S e]0- :




to 20 September 19,3 and from 15 Novenber 1943 to 25 Februery 19y, Fext
of kins Mrs, lee Boyle, (Mother), Faris, Texes, _

WILLIE IEEVER, 37455025, Frivate, Hondquarters Battery, 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion, 1 November 1943 to 5 June 19iie Next of kins Mrs,
Mary Leever (Mother), Baysrd, Nobraska.

AWATD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL i

CHARIES L. HEARN, 0-0406767, Captain, 135nd Field Artillery Battalion,
29 January 191, Entered the Servige from Italy, Texas, :

JOSEPH W. MC CLURE, 20814560, Staff Sergeamt (then Technloian Fourth
Grade), Headquarters Battery, 132nd Field Attillery Bettalion, 9=20 Sept-
enber 1943, Entered the Bervice from Bonhem, Texas,

JOE B, GRAY, 20814827, Carparal, Babtery A, 132nd Fielg Artillery
Battalion, 17 November to 7 December 1943, Entered the Service fram Paris,
Tma. . .

EMIL PETR, 38088630, Technician Fifth Grede, Battery C, 132n4 Field
Aftillery Battalion, 15 September 1933, FEntered the 8ervice fram Dallas,
Tﬂﬂﬂo ’ v .

_EEWRY F. ROEDIGER, 33318117, Private First Class, Battery B, 138nd -
Field Artillery Battalion, 3 Decembar 1di3. Entered the Service from
Philad elphin, Pa,

ROBERT B. SCHIEIDER, 373L45H,1, Privat »s Battery C, 132nq4 Field Artillery
Battalion, 2 February 1E[|L|.. Intered the Service from Iamar, Colorado.

ERNWETH T, REDMAW, 38038959, Private, Headquarters Battery, 132md Field
Artillery Battalion, 17 November 1913 to 8 January 19y)i. Entered the Service
from Tyler, ngan. ' : o

(JESSIE-D, TIMGR, 20814909, Frivate, Dattery B, 132m Pleld Artillery
Battelion, 2 February 19}, Entared the Bervice from Cléburne, Texas, . -

oo CARL H. GACE, 17086872, Private, Battery B, 152nd Field Artillery
Battalion, 3 February 19y, Bntered the Servics frem Denver, Colarado,

COMMENDAT TON FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS COBDIBT

JOBN D, BENNEIT, 0-380,89, Captain, 132nd Field Artillery Battalion,
for exceptionally meritorious condust from 7 December to 25 February 19y,

SEHRET

11

LS : i::‘:- USRI ..:'.z i W oL -
ORDER 12356, Section 3.3 Af4




DECLASSTFIED PER BXEQUTIVE uppy s,

uarv'lng as Liaison Officor for the lat Ba:btalion. ]J.;End Iui‘u.nl:ry Regiment

| FRMTS L. JONES, o-hosoas Caybain 132nd Field .Artillery Ba.t'balian, fcn'
‘exceptionally meritm'ious corduct from 12 to 20 Septeamber 119,35 and fram: 15
‘Hovember 19)3 to 11 Janusry 19y in Italy serving as m:inm-y liaison -
officer with lst Battaelion, 1h2nd Im’.‘untry Regiment. _

_ “FRAWE V. GASTON 20!31!47714. Firat Bergeau:b, Ba.ttery A, 152m1 Field
Artillery Battalion, for mtcaptionally meritoriouu conduot from 8 Fo'brnary
1dd; to 12 March 19'414. in Ita.ly. ' S -

' 'I'IILLIAH H, WEITICCE, 2081lhla, Staf.i‘ Sorgaa.n’c. Hoadqua.r'h ers Ba.ttery, :
. 132nd Fleld Artillery Battallon, for axoepticpally meritarious conduct i’rom
17 Navenber 191|,3 to 3 March 194l in. Italy as & redio man, _

THGMB L. DUM 3Lhpozeie, Tach.nio.‘l.&n Fourth Gre.do, Heo.dqmrters Ba.t‘bery,
132nd Field .lrtillery Battalion, for exoepticmally. meritarious conduct i'ran :
9 'to 16 Beptanber 193 in Italy ae & redic rapairman. .

. P.A.UL L. DI VICO, 5253);17), Teohxlioian Fourth Grade. Headqmrters Battery,
152nd Field Artillery Battnlion, for excepticnally meritorious conduot i‘rom
'9 to 20 Soptember 1gh3 in Italy aerving BB 8 oomputer. '

- MICHAEL F. BACHER, JR, 36218928, Tach.nimian Fourth Gro.do, Hq. Btry..
-132nd Field Artiller Batbalion, for exceptionally meritorious eonduct frcn
9 to 20 September 19,3 4n Ttaly performing soourate detailed map work and

aerial photo reading to furnish the firing bebteries with correst date. -

SR EJIARD '(BRYCKI, 35203966 Curpm'o.l, Headquarteru Ba,'b'tery, 132nd Fiold -
S .Artillary Battalion, for exceptionally meritorious oonduat :f.’rcm 9 to 20 :
Beptunbar 15&3 in Italy perving as & oumput:er. R _

.wfm J. TCMASZEWSKI, 36355772. Uarporal, Hoadqum:m Bat't:ar'y. 132nd :

i Field. Artillery Ba.ttaliom, for excoptionally meritorious oonduct from 9

| jto 20 Bap'banber 19!43 in Italy serving as & oanputar.

_ J(BEPB M. BROORB, 20815325, Tach.nioian Four'bh Grede, Bnttery A, 13211:1

' Fiald Artillery Battalion, for exoeptionally meritorious conduct from 9.
+0 19 September 1943 axd from 17 Hovanbeu:' 't:o 12 Ma:oh m.b, in Ita'.ly urving

o u & rad!.oma.n. ' : . : -

o ARGYL L. DRYER, 37014071, T eohnioian Fii"l:h Grade. Bnt'tery A, 132nd
"Field Artillery Battalion, lor exceptionally meritorious sonduct from 2|.|.
o 30 Daoan‘.ber 1‘;‘1;3 in Itely serving as a wira oa:munica.tim:s maT.




ROBERT L, PAINE, 20814569, Private Pirst Class, Battery B, 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 18 Janvary
190y in Ttaly serving as a aidman, :

RALPH F. FERGUSON, 6939192, Private, Headquarters Battery, 132ud Field
Artillery Battelion, for exoeptionally meritorious sonduct from 17Novenber
to 19 Deceasber 1943 in Ttaly serving as a wireman with the liaison sechtion
attaohed o the lst Battalion, 1/42nd Infantry Regiment. '

AWARD- OI' PURPLE HEART

LAk it _ _
Stanley Chapuan, Saptein . : _ _ -
Richard Galvin, Cpl. ' (See mocount of casualtiss in
Ernest G, Wolfoale, Cpl. Repart of Casualties)
Eustachius S, Baranskl, Pvt.

AWARD OF OAK IEAF CLiSTER
to Purple Heart

Clare N. Iyke, Captain
Eldon Frair, Tec I K
Pilan M, Ramirez, Teo 5 : _ _ _ .
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HEADQU.ARTERu 1321~D FIL‘ID ABTILILRY BATT.A.LION
. .PD.#BG U.S..ARM :

8 Sépt_embecf 19, e

C OIE LUS IOL‘IS

: “The la.nding was sucueaai'ully made on'e very nAerrow ‘beach havi:ng only
‘one exlt, The faoct that thiz was a.ccqnpliahed with few casualties ine - :
dicated that the German consjdered this beach to be impractionl. Had +the

: prapa.red puaitionu been manned the landing oould well have been oostly-_

Too muoh praiue can not bo g;iven to 'bha all around 'nor'th of our R
staniard transportation, It etands up under 100 to 300 per cent averload, .
otherwise 1t would have been l.mpossible to travel the distances we have
the past few weeks carrying a battalion of Infentry in eddition to owr
‘own personnel and eguipment plus 150 % bagie loed of smmnition, (Note
we wers a.lmys shart 6 to 12 2% ton trucks of our TE allowance) A

; Rosupply ¥as & constent ocnsern of all unlt oonm'.andera, eaqacinlly
gasoline and ammunition. Ammnition resupply was alrvays critical due to
distance to the dump, Many times trucks had to wait b, to 18 hours at

the dump for anmmition to be deliva'ed thera.

‘The Gormu.n in Francm ln no ‘bobtar than those in. Italy in retrea.t.
He doea not cover with artillery, Many: horse drawn artillery pieces -

' were ghot up by this battalicn, yet he did not in many cases attempt 'I:o L
' 'place some artillery in Tiring position to protect o ocover the withdraml '
7. of the remeinder, This failwre is very surprising to wit, 1In instences .
. where it would appear that the gitvation was oritical he showed no dia= .
; B poaition +to drop trail end fire on our batteries. He lacked observation,
''yes, but it was his for the taking in many inﬂ'bancea, 'bub fear of 'hhe F.F.I.

lppo.ron":ly kept him off’ the coman'ling ground.

. Indireut ohserved eutillery i'ire continuea tu ba effeotive a.gains{:
‘l:anks. TI"B knook crut a fow nnd drive off 'I:ha reut. A _ _ _

The oampaign in Fra.noe to de.ta hes moved 8t a speed ovar diatances '

which must have been conaidersbly greater than any thing ever hoped far
S BE . we h.a.va been much furﬂler I‘rom ‘the A.B.P than any e.rtilleryman likas.
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MAPS; Franae, ‘1/ 0,000 - Shaetis - FIDJUS XXV = Llj ‘and CANNES
France, 1 ),ooo ~ Shipets ~ FLIEJUS XLV - 1414 7 and 8 SE and CAMES XXVI -

ER | | )

l.a, Sce intelligence, annec o, 2 to FO No. 53 ‘Headquarters 36th Infax:rtry Div-
ision

b, The 36th Infantry Division (rm.ni'), as part of VI Garps (Us) lands at H~hout
on D~day and establishes a beachhead, for details see FO No, 53 HeadQuar'berd
36th Infantry Division and aperat:.cmn overlay thcremth .

2.8, 132nd . Fleld Artillery Battalion landa at H—|-153 on Grean Beaoh.

1, Initially reinforces fire of 133rd Field Artillery Battalion,

2. When 142mi Infantry. (réini‘) }.a ocnunitted 132nd mission is direct suppart

 of 1iond Infantiy, | »

.3, Whn" ‘physicel - contaot is made Batt ey ugn. 3 L,F, Bny- fwhigh lands on "i'}il\a‘j
Red Beach with 1L2rd Infnntry) is attaihed to 520d. Field Artiliary ~ - /.

3., 2 QDU'P?KS are assigned te 132nd ’co ferry howitgers ammunition and personnel

'Eyahora end far use as pr:uno movors eto. until normal transpartation isg landad.

S Y anh DUKH carries 6 mon ard offioers in addition to a howitzer ar 100 rdj.
.'.‘ammﬂn:ltidn MW .Ane egsigned to each Firing Battery for oarrying
Aparonel’ 5[36 men and offioera) Iy DUKVS are aaaipnaﬂ to Heaclquarter Batterj,r
r peﬁmnnal (Efi mém arit-o P igers ).~ - e

11 mwa fr(m tranapcrt arca to line Df departure in.} parallal

. ooluvring,
"Righh“ooimﬂ ".&“ Btry, and 1 Hq, DUKTS .
Cemter ool{mn "B" Btry, and 1 Hgq, DULHS
Left oolumu "¢ Btrv. ard 2 Hg, DUKWS
rder in colunn "A" frame DUKH; 2 How DUKWS, 4 Frame, Haw, A Frame, How. in=
terval batween DUEWS - 50 ynrds ~
I
d. Battalion. will dand in column A, B, C, olear the beach rapldly and unlond in -
first faadable area to the left of beach, oocoupy positions for firimg, pay=
ing partidular attention to A,T. defense and local security . "‘-11'
1, Initia) positions appreximatoely 1500 yds left of beachs :

2. Direotion of fire compass 5200. i
3. Bach firing battery will establish O,F.s ‘and will push observation to the.

left following clesely the left Battalion 1h3rd Infantry gaining obaervatim
on Red Beach to support landing of 142nd Infantry.

lis As seon an gituation permits Battalion will displace by Battery to poaitiom
approximatoly 1500 yds. East of boundary 13 - 142, When the 142nd has "
séouted‘phage line IIT Bettolion will displace to 1;n:mii:fl.01tmq vicinity of F-nl
“hen 12nd hoa seoured phase line IV Battalion will displace to positions .
oortbred on grid lico L9 and cs sitwnticn pormits will fgrin diaplnca to ,
ponitionﬂ oom&ed on grid l:l,na L to uupnort tha attaok_on final objeotive |

_.._; ; and tf‘lﬁ behohhand.. - ; ‘ e | T VL e Ik a*:':;_-.:‘

'_.u.niaon_(ﬁ‘i‘ioorﬂ'p Forwn.r'd Cbsbrv
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20 DUI{WS (12 how, 10 ammo.)
Hq., Hq, Btry, 9 Off. snd 76 Enlisted Men L
L -3 ton truck (Bn. C.0., Bn, 8~2, Btry, C,0. , Survey)
2 =34 tonC.& R (6B radio) R
6 =3/M ton WG, (3 wire -~ 2 radio ~ 1 F.D.C,). N
A Btry. L offa, end &) men L o
1 - 4 ton trugk (B.C,)
E - «-5 ton W,C, (tfire)
A L =24 ton truck (P,M,)
. B Btry y Offs, and Bl men
1 ~Z ton truok (B.C,) .
2 - 3 ton W.C (Wire) _ o
1 =24 ton truck (PaM.) - -
C B‘bryh Offa, and Bl men
1 =~ % ton truck (B,C.)
-2 =3/ Ton W.C (Tuira)
1 o~ 23 ten 'blunk (P.M )

o Servina Btry. 1 fo. and 6 men,
2 ~ 5 ton truoka

Attaohed Medien) 2 Oﬁ‘. and 12 men
1l = 3/74 ton ambulonue.

0 All obher vahiclas load en cnrgo veaSGlu (exoept 1 - 2% ton SWB truck 1 -11

trailer -~ 1 = 3 ten trailer whioh load for D 5 with R,C,T, lh.end) Drivara and
1 ammo, hendler only c.ooompony vehiclen ~ C,0, It, Pnhner.

ff Ramitl!ur of paruormel 1md on L.S T, lio, &20
i 'Hq.—32men-' . LT
Serv, =~ 1 Off, and l|.0 men,
C.0. ~ Copt, Hishop. L

Be Armnunition Ioad Be

(1) How. DUKWS 2 rds, n}:m '3 rds r.r., 16 rdu. HE Fuze MLB . (Hr:m
. - hmmos & Frome DUJKS (58 HE Fure'MiB8, 22 rds. HE Fuye M5h., 11 rds, TP, 2 rd
oth asection, trnin, and Hq, and Sorv. Kitchen trucks, 95 rdu. HE Fuze MI_].B
35 rds, HE Fuze M5, 17 rds, WP, 3 rds, HEAT '

(2) Rauupply see Amex No, L to FO No. 53 Hq, 366h Div, Arty.

"-"h.. 1 A.{r w® plnnﬂ to ha denlc lcnded on Div. Arty IS‘I‘ and to be i‘lown Lram seme at

H-Hour o on-order. Other Air & plane loaded on B B'l:ry. kitohsn truok and
lond on eargo vessel. ,

._J‘

" . Fcr other ndminiatrutive details ace Annex. No. LL to FO No. 53 Hq, 36th Inf

Div. und appropriate nppendices.

3 Bn. 5-2 nnd pn.rty of 3 EM, to load with R. c, oT. lhlut and lnnd at uppruxi.matel;
H+100 to reoonnoiter heach nnd exits to nssist in rapsd clearing of benoh 'by
' DUKWS : : :

-

T Fj_nd]_gw and party to as'bnhlish and rnaintnin litiiaob._ 'with"-i—';is%q .:_'F;Ai.‘- Bn,; .
| | e T

: 1onda nnd lrmds with thum. R

1,“ -_'r

o 50 onl. mnuhine guns to be loaded on prime. movers, aét'.,
'and,AP defenﬂe . upon reﬂﬂhing Bn, !u-au. R
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ne Viire W 130 Bn, to batteries until vehicles aro landed narmal thereaftar,

be Fadio (1) Ln. O, ond FO normnl. (2) laval officers and gun spotters have
fire ship channel and Div, Arty, channel on G09's and 20y to fire ship when
vehicles land, UVevy command ghip monitors Dive Arty, channel and DBn, A channel
comenc ing at Z~Hour, for emerpjency missions, Normelly fire ship shomel is
uspd, Gun spotters also have 509 with Bn, ohaxmels & and B for use in con-
ducting artillery f{ire,

(3) Any or all obacrvers cnn sonduek naval Tire by camunicating with Lne O's
or Bn, FDC,

(L4) Hg, Btry, takes 3 - 609 radios ashere on DUKWS and cach firing bottery
talkos 2 = 609, 2 of thesc 9 radios to have Div, Arty, channel, 1 ~ D chamel
of 133rd ond 1 Div, Arty, 4Ldr channcl, others normal Bn, chonnels.

(5) Seo FO No, 53 Hg, 36th Div, Arty, for other detnils including codess
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