OPERATIONS IN FRANCE

' OCTOBER 394k ' .
i LL1ST INEANTRY REGIMENR. - . ° .

~oo " The month of Qotober -opensd with the' regiment. oengagsd in ecombat
with the Germans in the foothills of the VOSGES mountains approxie

- mately four {4) miles southwest of BRUYERES {245566, Sheet 35/18Y," -,

- The regimental commard.post wea loontied 1n XAMONTARUPT. (195487, Bheat'
. 35/1B)}, ‘The lat and 24 Bettalions oeccupied ‘positions in the woods: .

.1orth and northeest. of ST JEAN DU MARGHE (217500, Bheet 35/18) exten

. 4ing northwest to IEPANGIS (210530, 'Sheef 35/18), "The 33 Battdlion i

: gs 8till attaghed to the-1L2d TInfantry Regiment 4in position Bouth- 4

%
2 PR

3
L.

3

A o s
Tt e T
1

© 7o The Wight 'of 30 September--1 Ootober vassad without enemy mot{s<;:.
¢ ¥ity except for intermittent artillery fire! Patrols probed the ;aneﬁ.
. linea north‘of MALANRUPT (230515, Shset 35/18) end reported. that }ﬂ,‘:&:?{%
37 Cermann wers cuttling down trees acrosa . the road west .of MAT, i ﬁ;g:.
- 1005 hours on 1 Dotober, the Regimentel Commender, Colonel GLYDE & : i
-+ STEELE, 016159, of Ginoinpati, Ohio, held & weeting at the regimental.:
. - command post to dlacuss operational Anstruotions with ell unit Dot=
. manders, of, the. combat tosm. Plans were made for the.2d Battalion ¢
;¢ advanoe . to'the éast along the high ground paralleling the regimenta
V:'7 7 boundery extendin from HOUX {227,95, Sheet 35/18) 'to HERFEIMONT ..
Vo {60527, Sheat 35/18); the lst Battalion was. to 6liminate enénmy res
i ... tAnce on Hill. 669 {230521, Bheet 35/18) 1f posaible, -If too much
! opposition wab 'encountarea , the 13t Battalipn was to olear it oh
{7oL 2 0ctobelr, and Tollow, the ,5& Battalion advance, an armored foroa of; "’
7.7 three tanks spd a sBection of tank festroyora was to move from-8T JEAN ‘%
¢ DU MARCHE and try Yo .encirele HODX., The artiliery was to day n.har+:
'+ Tage on the town and the ténks were to vroceed into HOUX undsp. time
. Tirsy  The remaining armored elements were to overate on
- Ilank. of the regiment, ~Englneers were to remaln in the visinity o
ST, JEAN DU MARCHE, ready to olear &ny mine-fislda thet nigh

«u_qmpogaﬁj_ogj;ﬁgn}ﬁgnyir'.‘Bﬂ .&nd Company "GW wag ta nrotect the right .-
- {outh)  reay bt "thd iat Bettelion, Inesmuch og the sector: to. be takey:
", Was l;pa'qilyjﬁqodpgg’:_‘.ﬁ_ll;yﬂ.ts‘wera warned to meintein olose llaison .5
e i\..tp,p.ravant.,.Qny»,‘rqnqai-;;oa'banng cut off by enemy Hotiom, The gttaok s
;- .- was gohedulgd -to bepin et 1200 hours, ' The Cormending Qfficer of the: »:
< .,1318t Fleld Artillery Battalion advized that at leagt forty-sight. (4,8) .
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At 1250 houra the 1st Battalion Commander, Lt Colonel WILLIAM A,
BIRD, 0280648, of Barberton,Ohio, advised that his battelion would
not be ready to move out until 1400 hours, In the meantime & Company
"G" patrol hed penetrated to the highest ground south of MALANRUPT
and had found no enemy, Four riflemen end a squad of light machine
guns were left on this position pending information es to what the
1st Battallon was going to do. ~. - .

Company "C" left 1ts position near LEPANGES at 1330 hours and
moved southeast to attack Hill 669, supported by tanks and tank des-
troaysrs,. A vlatoon of Infantry suvmortoed bv tanks and tank dostroy-
ors also moved on PREY (222536, Sheet 35/18), Company "AY moved %o
the odge of the woods on Hill 588, 1500 yards west of Hill 669, to
lay @ base of fire on Hill 669 where Germens waere renorted to be
entrenched, Both Company YB" end Compeny “GU advanoed on Hill 669
from the southesst, Company "C¥ had nroceeded but & short distsnce
when 1t began receiving mortar fire but continusd on toward PHEY
with the mission of sttecking Hill 669 from the northwest. At 1605
hours Company “G" recel ved fire from enemy 88 mm guns end suffered
several casueltles. One platoon of the compeny outposted positions
{234,508, Sheet 35/18) on the high ground while patrols went forward
t0 prove enemy defenses. Meanwhile, Company “£9 moved east of the
COL D& MALANKUPT,

At 1701 hours Company "O" had moved within 250 yards of the
base of Hill 669, Company "A" began moving northeast From its posi-
tion on Hill 558 while Company "B"™ moved from the south to converge
with Compeny *C" on Hill 669, The town of FREY had been takon end
was being held and outposted by oms platoon of Infantry with two
tanks and two tank dsstroyers. By 1800 hours Company "C" was re-
colving small arms, mortar and sslf-propelled gun firs whils
attempting to oross the open ground north of HIll 669 amd was forcad
to hold its position while Company "A" continued to odvance from
the southwest,

Since it had previously be=sn sgreed thet the 1st Battelion was
net to become engsged in & lerge scale ettack, the bettalion command-
der requested the Repgimental Commendsr to sllow Company *C" to with-
draw into PRAEY end stop the attack of Comweny "A" and Commany "BY,
This plan was sccentable to the Regimsntel Commender,

The 2d Battallon consolideted its positions elone the scuthern
edge of the COL D5 MALAWMIUPT and sent vatrols to points 500 yards
north of HOUX. At 2116 hours the 24 Battelion reported that all
enemy roed blocks betwson ST JEAN DU MARCHE and HOUX had been cleared
end patrols had penetrated as far as the first houss in HOUX.

- - . :.-:‘}l_l ﬂﬁ:"‘;'f\"j s
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At 2120 hours the Reglmental Commander advised all battulln; P
separate unit commanders that operations instructions from Div151o; _
Headquarters hed changed plans, Instead of proceeding with the a+tn.l
in a column of battalions, which was unfeasible due to the present
positions of the units, the 1st and 24 Battalions were to advapca on
the high ground in the viecinity or HERPEIMONT., The 1st Battalicn,
from a position in the rear of thes 24 Battalion, was to clear Hilli
669, assemble ang then follow behind the 24 Battalion, The 2d Batta-
lion was to advance with two companies abreastn-Company "E'" on the
left (north) ang Company "G" on the right (south) with Comuany "gn
in support--agt 0630 hours on 2 October, Company “A" wasg also to
begin its attack on Ei11 669 at 0630 hours, striking northeast, An
armorsd group of three tenks and two tank desiroyers was to assemble
in the vieinity of ST JEAN DU MARCHE and be attached to the 2d Batta-
lion in order %o protect the regimenta)l right (south) Tlank, The
Temaining armored units were to be under the command of the Commanding
Officer, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which was to be responsible
for protecting the regimental lert {north) flank ana which was to be
under regimental control, One antitank Company platoon wag attached
to the 24 Battalion with the remainder of the company under control
of Armored Group "a" {636th TD Battalion), Cannen Company was to g0
into position near AU CcoLiy (213505, Sheet 35/18) in general support
of all units of the regiment, Artillery counter~battery Ireparations
were to be fired on known enemy gun positions beginning at 0525 hours

definitely be enemy, Armored Group “A" was not to attack until or-
dered by ths Regimental Commander whereas the other armored group,
which had been deaignated ag Armored Group “B", was to attack on
order of the 24 Battalion Commander,

The night of 1.2 October passed with miner patrol activities and
congsiderable haragsing énemy artillery fires, At 0630 hours all unitg
were in position and vushed off ag Scheduled, Numerous rounds of
German 150 rm artillery fire fel] on the hill mass northwest of g7
JEAN DU MARCHE, The Regimental Commander, who wag with Company nan,
advised that no enemy contact had been made by either Company "a" op
Company wgn up to 0745 hours, Company wg" hag moved to a position
east of MALANRUET but 16 one had entered the town, The Regimental
Command gx ordered the 2d Battalion to Cceupy the town,

At 0906 hours Company "A" was on the Southwest slope of Hill 669
while Company "gr wag moving up the southeast Slope. A prigoner
stated that the hill had been held by & battalion of Germans which

had departed during the night, Company "E" ang Company “Gv were
ordered to press forward'rapidly to & point 1000 yards southwest of

i

ot o W

FEHELYFR ) A Tt ALY ay o



SECRET

HERPELMONT and welt until the 1st Battelion could edvance and cowp A

line,

The nogimontal Commender reported that both Company "A" amnd Joz-
pany "B ware on Hill 669 st 1021 hours. An cstimated forty to fifty
Germens wore in front of Company "a" on the northeast sloves of tho
hill. Company "G" had established & roed block on the HOUX-HSRPELMONT
road 1600 yerds southwest of HIRFEIMONT., Vith e line extending from
this road block, the 24 Bettalion position coverad an aree 1200 yards
to the morthwesst with Comreny "G" and Compenv "ZY abreast,

At 1118 hours Company "G" encountered ennroximately fifty {50}
enemy on Hill 688 (24,5516, Sheet 35/18) and took seven (7) prisoners,
The Germans were driven off of the hill but it was necessary to fight
for cach foot of the ground., A4t 1200 hours on 2 Octobeor, Company "av
end "B" wers still engaged with the gnemy in an effort to drive them
from Hi1l 669,

The Division Commander ordered the Regimentel Commander at 1445
hours to have patrols from the 2d Battalion move to the high ground
gbove HIRPIIMONT end BEAUMENIL (251539, Shest 35/18), The 18t Batbtoe
lion was to be pulled beck behind the 24 Bettolion arnd the entire
regiment was to be prepared to move south to help the 143d Infantry
take Hi3ll 808 in the vicinity of CHAMPDRAY (261488, Shaot 35/18) ir
the situation demended it, Gommany "G" was ordered to ndvance north-
east to get out of the ares whers it wes recelving heavy encmy artil-
lery fire, At 1450 hours the 24 Battelion wgs orderod to move forward
and form & defense line on the ridgc running bstwaun HERFEIMONT and
BEAUMENTI.,, The 1st Battalion wcs instructed to take ovar the position
of Company "G" and face to tha Southeest prevarsd to go to the 638ig-
tance of the 1434 Infantry,

At 1515 hours the Division G-L sdvised that dus to a shortags
all types of ammunition were frozen with the exaention of carbine,
This pressnted ¢ sorious nroblem vh ich directly affected ml1l orarg-
tions, Howsver, the XV Corps had be:zn ndded to the Seventh Army and
1ts resupply was the reeson for tho shortege,

A Compeny “C* patrol progressed north to a voint 1000 yards
south of LAVAL (230555, Sheet 25/18) where it encountercd anemy me-
chine gun fire (228537, Sheet 35/18), An estimated company of Germans
wad located on the high ground {2285L6, Sheat 35/18) in that locality,

The 2d Battalion advised at 1712 hours that the Germens had put
in & roed block in front of Company *G" cnd whonever patrols attempted
to approach it they were fired upon by sclf-propelled guns, Howsver,
Company "G" did get & potrol to tha high ground above HARPEZLMONT by
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1845 hours, 'Ths patrol did not enter the town, but observed ng acti-
vity within it, Small arms fire was heard from BEAUMENTL upon which
Trisndly armored units were advancing., The 1lst Battalion raelleved
Company "F" and two platoons of the companngdth ona gection of heavy
macgina guna moved back to ST JHAN DU MARC to protect the rogle
mental jert {south) fliank, L.

At 2040 hours the Regimental Commander held a mseting with ajl
battalion ana Separate unit commenders, He expressed his dissatige
faction with the Bupport belng given the Infantry by armored units,
8tating that the armor was not furnishing one-tenth the support it
should, The tank destroyers were to move Torward, find targets ana
fire at them, Also, tanks were to be uscd meres erfficlently end not
be afraid to fire their guns, firlng on non-visible tergets when
Decessary, The attack was to continue with the objective as the high
ground south of HERPELMONT, which had bean the objective of the 1434
Infantry, An armored force designated ag "Task Force Danzy" (T¥D)
composed of Company “A", 7534 Tank Battalion, less throe tanks; Com-
PAny “"CW. 636th Tank Destroyer Battelion, less ong rlatoon; Recone
naissance Company, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 14lst Infantry
Antitank Company, one platoon of Company "G gnd at 0600 hours on
3 October Compeny “F". " less ong rlatoon, was to be added, had the
mission or seouring the regimental right flank and asslating the 29
Battalion in taking HERPELMONT. The 2d Battalion, lcss Company "pr,

Hill 676--B0OIS DE CHAMONT (259518, Sheet 35/18), The lst Battalion
was to follow the 24 Battallion and protect its rear and right {south)
Tlank until the high ground aroung HERPEIMONT was taken, Then, the
battalion was to take HI11 676 while the 24 Battalion, in turn, acted
8s protection, When both tho high ground around HERPELMONT and Hi11
676 wera taken, both battaliong were to attack HERPELMONT itselr,

The attack was to begin at 0700 hours on 3 October, The regimsntal
Cannon Company was to be attached to the 131st Field Artillery Batta-
lion in the vicinity of MaTDOR (210511, Sheet 35/18), Armored units

The Company "G" roag block on the HOUX-HERPEIMONT road wag
knocked out by direet fire from a German self-propelled gun, During
the night or 2-3 October, both Company "gv gnd Company "g" patrols
ran into enemy ¢pposition, Information securgd from a prisonsp indi-
cated that 100 Germans tcccupied the high ground north and west of
HERPELMONT which was the 2d Battalion cbjective,
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At 0700 hours on 3 October, the 2d Battalion began its attack.

By 0900 hours Company “"G" was 700 yards west of the battalion ob jec~
tive with Company "E" on its left (north) flasnk, The lst Battelion
followsd the 24 Battelion without encountering ovpvesition, Armored
elements could not move out of FREY due to the constant shelling from
Germen 88 mm guns, By 1000 hours both Company "Z" and Company "G*
hed encountered Light cvwoosition. Both Company *I'" and the Company
"C" platoon attached to Task Forcs Danzy were moving on FIMANIL and
were receiving small arms and morter fire 500 yards west of the BOIS

4 LACET, A strong enemy force apprearsd to be entrenched between th
BOIS DE LACET end H1ill 512 to the northwest protecting the rosd junc-
tion, Fire from snemy self-propslled guns continued to harass both
Infantry and armored units,

Company "G" had worked around %o the west of the battalion ob-
Jective by 1130 hours and had reeched a point where the road to
BEAUMENTYL entered the woods, Cub artillery plancs had spotted four
{L) ensmy self-propelled guns in HIRFLILMONT and artillervy was callsd
upon to try and knock them out,

At 1205 nours the lst Battelion rewmorted grrroximately 200 Ger-~
mans advancing up a draw between Comveny “B" and Company "C", Armore:
Group "BY in the vieinity of ST JEAN DU MARCHT was orderad to mave by
way of HOUX to the essistence of thess units,

Forward ermored slements were just southwast of the BOIS DE LACE"
in contact with Company "I which wes actively engeped with the enemn
The 24 Battallon capturedl seven Germans from en aight man enemy patrol
out of the 3d Company, 163d Battalion, The wrisoners steted that
there had been 150 men in the compeny originally, but only 100 of ths
were left, Thelr unit had left GERARDMER {3642, Sheet 316/18) for HER-
PEIMONT the previous day., The patrol was attempting to rsturn to
MERPALMONT when it was intercepted,

At 1400 hours the regimentel commend post closod at LAVONTARUPT
and moved to LE BOULAY (197512, Sheet 35/18), At 1440 hours the Divi-
sion Commander visited the command post, Ho stated that ho wanted the
men to get a8 many hot meels as was possible. The 24 Battzlion was to
send petrols to I{ts front end to the north in an effort to find out
eneny dlspositions, All battalions were to consclidato in a good
positlon for the night.

At 1516 hours the Division Commander sdvised thet Company *Iv
would attack from Hill 827 (236463, Shent 35/18) towerd tha wooded

area (240486, Sheet 35/18) which lay southsast of LAVELINE-HOUX
{234490, Sheet 35/18), bofors derkness,
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Company “B" had contacted Company "¢ ang elements of the 1458
Infantry wouth of the HOUX-HERPELMONT road. Germans were still in
the vicinity but theip attack had been broken up and the aituction

was under control,

The Regimental Commandsr notified the Commanding Officer of Com-
pamy "C'. 636th Tank Destroyer Battallon, ‘at 1620 hours that the tanks
and tank destroyers had pever reached ths Infantry of Company "pn, He
ordered both tanks ang tank destroyers to move forward immediately and
knook out the 8elf-propelled gun which wes holding up the advance of
Company " agng asslst in clearing out the aixty to Seventy Germans
in that ares, Darkness fell before the Germans could be routed and
Company "FM wag ordered to hold its position, meintaining a line from
FEEY to the 24 Battalion, The Company "C" plataon attached to the
armored group was brought back from PREY by jeeps ang three-quarter
ton trucks to itg parent company with the lat Battalion,

The Regimental 8-3 notified the 24 Battalion that it was to oone-
tinue the attack at 0700 hours on & October, During the night active
patrolling was to be maintained with adjacent units and at least one
patrol to the front to feel out enemy defenses or other activity,
Artillery harassing fires wers to be placed across the sntire front
from 2200 hours on 3 October to 0700 hours en 4 Qctober,

At 0700 hours op 4 October, both thg lst and 24 Battalions hag
meved out, Strong patrols were sent from the 1st Battalion to the
BOIS DE CHAMONT (Hill 676) to ascertain the best approaches to the
high ground, The FURDY Block Foree reported that it wag recelving

heavy artille Cire from the 8ast, but patrols hag been sent toward
BEAUMENIL and along the VOLOGNE River toward LAVAL in an

armored forces regarding more aggrossive firing, Colonel STEZELE ad-
vised, also, that the PURDY Block Force was to try and knock out the
center of resistance betwesn FIMENIL and BEAUMENIL with the gupport
of the artillery, Cross~oountry movement was to be madg by trails
with as 1littls observed movement 88 possible, Reserve armored cleg-
ments were to move from DEYCIMONT (194528, Shect 35/18) to LEPANGES,

The lst Battalion was ordered at 0B57 hours not tg move out until

the 2d Battalion hed taken the high ground northwast of HERPELMONT,
At 0914 houra the 2q Battalion advised that a Compuny mgn patrol had
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entered HERPELIONT and a Company "E" patrol hod reached the sdge of
the woods (251530, Sheet 35/18) 1000 yards south of BEAUMENIL. Tho
Regimental Commander ordered the 2d Battelion Commander, Lt Colonel
JAMES E. CRITCHFIZLD, 022656, of Fargo, North Dakoia, to clear the
woods and occupy positions north and northeast of tho high ground.
Comp "GY was to protect the flank of the lst Battallon when it
ercs:gg the open ground cut by the HOUXHERPEILMONT road, By 1110
houra 2d Battalion patrols werc combing the wooda northsast of HERPEL-
MONT and 1lst Battalion patrols were investilgeting Hill 676, Armored
forces were slowly working toward FIIENIL,

The lst Battalion was ordered to attack Hill 676 at 1400 hours,
Artillery was to regilater on the arce at 1330 hours., Pairols on the
Southwest slope of the hill reported no enemy contact, The 2d Batta-
lion had teken the high ground above HERPELIONT and was prepared to
support either the armored elements to the northwest or the lst Batta~
lien to the southeast, However, 24 Battelion patrols encountered
strong enemy patrols on ths edge of the woods near HERPELMONT and in
the vicinity of ROND CHAMP {245529, Sheet 35/18), Two enemy platoons
were observed digging in on the southeast sdge of the BOIS DE LACET
{242530, Shect 35/18).

The PURDY Block Force was notified that a strong effort was to
be made to take both FIMENIL and BEAUMENIL beforo darkness, The tanks
and tank destroyers werc to close their turrets and move into an
attack under time fire of the artillery, The armored unit commander
stated that his units were firing on a number of ensmy positions and
antitank guna but wers continuing to advance,

At 1435 houra the 24 Battalion mdvised that Company "G* had re-
ceived a counter-attack 200 yards west of HERPELMONT, Artillery hod
been called down on the Germans to break up the attack, The snemy
effort was estimated to be in company strength and was on the left
flank of Company ®"G", The Rogimentnl Commander ordercd the 1at Battaw
lion to leave Company "C" in position in the cvent 1t was nacossary to
give the 24 Battalion assistance, By 1515 hours both Compeny "E* and
Compa?{ "G" were fighting off enemy counter-attacks along an cast-
wost ne,

Company "A" and Company "G" crossed the HOUX-HERPELNONT road at
1535 houra, Encountering but slight opposition, Hill 676 was taken
at 1720 hours, Meonwhile the 24 Battalion reported that i1t was meet~
ing stif{f resistanco and waea making little or no progress, The Qere
mans hold ths east portion of the hill and Company "G" and Company "E"
held the west portion, At 1850 hours the Division Commander ordercd
artillery placed on FIMENIL, BEAUMENTIL and the scetor in front of the
2d Battalion, Company "G" established contact with Company “G" to
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c ap betwecn the lst and 24 Battalione while the lst Battza-
g%gicsgggogtfng armored units were ordered to procecd north to withip
one kilometer of HERPELMONT, By 2145 hourg Company "F" had worked its
way to the rear of Company "E" ang Company "G" and wos placed undsr
the contral of the 24 Battalion,

36th Division Artillery Commanding General with the request that
barassing fires be placed on IF THOLY (260431, Shect 35/18) and 1E
PETITE THOLY (269445, Shcot 35/18). The Artillery Commander stated
that the 3d Battalian would recoive supporting fires within Tifteen
to twenty minutes,

During the night of L=5 October, the 23 Battalion was harassad
by enemy artillery fire which resulted in slight casualties, At 0745
hours on 5 Oetober, the 1st Battalion Rotified regiment that betwean
forty and Fifty Germans had infiltrated between Company A" and Cog-
pany "B, A wire party had contactcd the enemy foroe,

The Division Commander visited the regimental commang post at
0857 houra and the Reglmental Commander Tequested that the PURDY
Block Force be roleased from the control of the 1Llst Infontry ang
the boundary read justed, The Division Commander fgroed to the re-
lease of thp PURDY Block Force and made it the regimental flanking
unit on the north,

One enemy tank and approximatoly forty foot troops entercd a
triangular clearing in front of Company "Gt gt 0730 hours, Artil-
lery was placed on the area and it sounded ag though the enomy had
bulled back into HERFEIMONT. One platoon of Company WE" sent to

platoon, The Germans also laig down artillery concentrations along
the HDUX§BEAUMENIL road in the wooded scctor,

At 1030 hours the 1st Bottalion roported that Company "a* haq
gent patrols to the north, northwest ang weast and had contacted enomy
forces in each direction, The 1st Battalion Tequeosted that support
be furnished if at all possible, At 1050 hours the Commonding Officep
of Company wan raported a half & company of Germang dlgging in along
the edgo of the woods on Hill 676, 4OO yards southwest of HERFELMONT,
The Company nan commandor had sent two combat patrols to elear a com-
munieation ang Supply route., Thg patrols encountered approximatoly
Tifty of thg ¢nemy and engaged in Tire fights, Several Germans were
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killed, more were wounded and two prisoners token, Tenks end tank
destroyers were placed in nosition nesr the two road blocks estabe
lished by the 1st Batteslion southwest of HERPILIMONT, Both road blocks
recelved considerable enemy artillory shelling,

The 2d Battelion Commander notified the Regimental S~3 at 1245
hours that he was taking the Company "F¥ platoon from its position
1000 yards northeast of M.LANRUPF and wes replacing it with an Anti-
tank platoon to bloek the road. The enemy had besn probing the 24
Battzlion left flank ell morning and an attack was ecxpested during
the afterncon, One day's supnly of mortar ammunition was to be ex-
vended Tiring on the area north of the Antitank nlatoon road block,
The artillery hed becn ordercd not %o fire unobserved fire due to
shortege of ammunition; ith cnemy patrols extremely active mcross
the 24 Battelion front, herassing fires wore needsd,

The 3d Battslion was to he relieved from the 1n2d Infantry at
2200 hours and arrongements were meds to bring the bettezlion to an
assembly ares near the regimentel commend post,

The Division Commander visited the regimentel commend post
egain et 1640 hours end stated that *he regiment must establish a
line on the forward slopes of the hill mess west of HEETIIMONT in
ordzy to gain a good defensive position,

Ap attampt was made to get the regimentel Antitenk Company back
from the TURDY Block Force, but it was beoing used in key positions.
The Regimsntal Cormonder requested additionsl men from Division to
hold positions which did not involve sctual combat for the 1st and
24 Battallons as all units wore committed. Units Trom the 11lth
Englneer Batitnlion were obtained for this purpose,

Man carrying supplies to Company "s' and Company “B" encountered
an enemy patreol on Hill 676 in the samc vicinity as previocus cnemy
patrols had been reported, It was belisved this patrol wss irying
to cut communicetion wires,

Enemy srtillory fire reached an unprecedented Intonsity through-
out the regimuntal area, Casumltics had bean mounting steadily for
four days and the bettalions? Tighting strength wos being lowered
appreclably, Arrangements werse made by the Regimental S-2, Major
ROSWELL K. DOUGETY, 0280726, of LeFoy, New York, to have members of
the ¥FI (French Forces of the Intorior}) vess through the lgt Bet-
talion's positions into enemy territory end r nort Cerman gun pogi-
tions by radio,

During the night of 5-6 Octobor, the 33 Bettalion was releasad
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from the 1424 Infantry and moved into an Assembly rposition in the
vicinity of IR BOULAY,

At 0812 hours on 6 October, the 2d Battalion Commander notified
regimental headquarters that Bpproximately 170 Germans were dug in
&long the 24 Battalion front, As scon 28 the PURDY Block Force on
the battalionts left flank was able to advance, the Battalion Comman-
der intended to use armored units to clear the Germans out of his
area,

The 1st Battalion advised thot Company "A" had received a small
counter-attack at 0825 hours, but the Germans had been driven off with
2 good many casualtles, One of the enemy wes found to be tapping the
wire line to the Torward position of the company, Company g engaged
&0 enemy force at 1030 hours but maintained control of the situation,
Company "F" moved to the vicinity of RoID CHAMP,

During the efternoon and early evening of 4 October, constan:
ratrolliing wasz mainteined by the 1t and 2d Battelions, Rach movement
to the north or sast brought enemy Tire. It wes evident that rein-
forcementa were being brought into the regimental sectop by the
Germans,

At 2150 hours the Regimental Commander notified the 34 Battalion
Commander that the regiment would attack again at daylight on 8 Octo-
ber with thres battalions, Tha 3d Battalion was to be in the center
and make the main effort with the objective of the high ground north
and east of HERPELMONT, Cperations instructions would be issued based

harassing fires from Company "D", 83d Chemical Battalion, which had
been attached to the regiment. At 0802 hourg on 7 October, Division
Headquarters advised thag Company wgn, 134 Chemical Battalion, was alse
Bttached to the regiment,

Cn the morning of 7 October, the Regimental Commander attempted
to clarify the gituation of supporting tanks ang tank destroyers, At
that time only two tanks and two tank destroyers Were physically with
the regiment, The remsinder had been with the PURDY Block Ferce and
had stayed with thet unit when it was detached from the regiment, At
0850 hours the Division @-3 stateg that one platoon of tenks and ons
platcon of tank destroyers would be returned to the regiment,

At 1200 hours Colonel CARL E, LUMDQUIST, 016889, of Grang
Raplds, Michigan, assumeq command of the regiment,
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The new Regimenial Commander set the hour of attack on 8 Octo-
ber to 0400 hours and this information was given to the Assistant
Division Commander and Division Artillery Commander at 1655 hours
when they visited the command post,

The lst Battcllon displaced Torward at 1430 hours and advance
#lemonts had reached a point 500 yards southwest of HERPEIMONT at
17C0 hours, The Roglmental Commandeor ordercd the battalion to hold
this point mnd usc it ns a line of departure for the attack in the
morning, The 3d Battalion wany to attack from thia position ot 0400
hours with ths lst Battalioz holdipg the regimcntal right flank anpd
Turnishing one company for the attack if ii became necessary. This
information was passed on to the Division Commander at 1718 hours
and he stated that units should be prepared For a countor-attack the
following aftcrncon, When HERFELMONT wag taken, only one company
was t¢ remain in the ftown itselr,

At 1750 hours the 2d Battelion reported that Company "F" and
the battalion entitank platoon hod advanced to tho edges of the woods
during the day. The artillery and chemical mortars hed evidontly
knocked out some sslf-propcllcd enemy guns ond horsc~drown artillery
a3 a great deal of comnotion was heard in the aroca whon fire. had
becn concentrated. Screaming could be heard and fast movoment of
troops and vehieles. A%t one point troops of tho battalion were in
one house and cnemy troops in another 100 yards awey.

At 1820 hours a confercence was held at the command pest with
the Division Commander, Assistant Division Commendor, Division Artil-
lery Commander and Reglmental Commander. It wes docided that the
3d Battalion would move from its asscmbly area ncar LE BOULAY ot
0200 hours and atiock at 0600 hours, Artillory proparatlons werc
%0 be on cnlil, Only a thin line of Infantiry was to hold the forwanrd
8lopes of the wooded hills and a movablec roscrve force held in
readiness for a counter-attoek ot nll times, This rescrve was to
be held in the woods ocuv of enemy ovservotion,

The Regimentnl Commander notified the 2d Battallon that the
rogimental Antitank Compony would be prepared to cover the lerft
flank of the battalion by 0600 hours on 8 Qctober, This relicved
the battzlion from protecting o flank that wog protectcd only by
the bottalion antitank platocn,

. At 0440 hours on 8 October, o Forwerd comaand post was opcned
in the woodod scetor southwest of Hill 696.

At 0600 hours the attack begnn with oll throo battolions moving
Torward proccded by un crtillsry concentration izsting from 0550
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hours to 0600 hours, The enemy laid down counter concentrations all
elong the front with artillery ranging up to 170 mm caliber, Cop-
pany "I" encountered six enemy mechine guns and 20 m gun fire LOO
yerds from the line of doparture, At 0700 hours it begen to dig in
positions with Comreny "I*% on its left flank, The enemy machine
guns kept firing from behind a rock well, Compony "G" maintained
the line with the 3d Batteliop with Compeny “F¥ farther to the north
and Compeny "E" on the sxtreme northern aend ol . the Regimonte] line,
No oppesition was being encountered in the northern sector, Tanks
were ordered forward to knock out ths mrehins cung holding uvn the

3d Bettalion, 4t 0730 hours the tanks wers in vosition 4LOO yerds
southwest of ACRPIIMONT and Compeny "K" was vrevering to esgsaylt

the town supvorted by Comrany "1", Both the 1st and 24 Bettalions
continued to keep in contact with tha Jd Battellon., The tanks bhe-
gan firing on the enemy machine guns at GE20 hours, Comvany "R
moved t0 the northern tip of the 30IS CHAMONT vrevared to protect
the 3d Battalion right flank from tnemy attacks conming from JUSSA-
RUPT (270516, Sheet 35/18) or the wooded sector (270525, sheet
35/18) east of HERPEIMONT. The 3d Bettelion advised the lst Batta-
lion Commander that HERPLIMONT would be taken by one compony of the
34 Battalion supported by tanks after which the 3d Bettulion was to
form 8 block for the advance of the 1st Batteiion., The 2@ Battalion
continued to edvaence through the woods northwast of HERFELI'ONT and
Company "G begen to edge out into the open ground north of tha
town, By 0855 hours both Company "G apd Company "I* were pinned
down by the enemy mechine gun Tire, The chemical mortars were
called upon to try and knock out these enemy gun emplacements,
Company "B bagan receliving 20 mm gun fire from the floor of the
valley east of its position, At 0940 hours Comoany "L¥ wdvised

that it hed met an enemy tank on the edge of HSRPEIMONT end tank
destroyers were engaging it at the mresent time, "The Executive
OCfficer of the 3d Batitclion steted at 0950 nhours that both Compeny
"K" and “L* had received Tire from two tanks, machine zuns and 20
ma guns, The forward artillsarv observers hed lost their redios and
the companies becamo disorgenized under this heavy enemy fire, The
companies withdrew to the edge of the woods wast of the town and
reorganized for another rttack which vrs to bs vreceded by an artil-
l2ry vpreparation, ’

Company “E" and Compeny "F" met increasad enemy resistence as
they pressed towards the northern rart of the wooded ssctor above
H-RPEILMONT, At 1013 hours the 33 Battalion notified regimsnt that
it was holding its vosition until the 24 Battelion could give it
somes asglstance, . rtillery cub Plenes raportod a constent stream of
enemy Infantry moving west and south from LES POULI k=8 (298558, Sheet
35/18), Company "C" encountered heavy resistance in the BOIS CHAMONT
and suffered numerous casuelties, Tha company withdrew to the vici-
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nity of the forward rogimental commnnd post, aftor itg Tire fight
ccascd, to reorganize. At 1200 hours the Rogimeontal 5-2 roquested
Division to soceurc fighter-bomber support for the attock,

At 1200 hours the 3d Battelion Commander, Captzin ROBERT L. DAVEY
01288017, of 2iegler, Illinois, notificd the Regimental S-3 that a ten
minute barrage at 1230 hours would preccde ancthor attack in which
tanks would move out under tho concentration and pass through the In-
fantry, Company "I" had moved to the northeast side of the HOUX-
HERPELMONT roed and thus had relicved much of the pressure on Company
"H", However, whenever Company “IM attemptced to move, an oncmy tank
fired directly on 1ts position,

The 3d Bottalion began its attack at 1250 houra supported by
tanks and slowly moved forward into HERPEIMONT. At 1355 hours the
town was entered and forward elcments kopt pressing forward toward
the road junction east of HERPELIONT. Tho Regimental 3~3 ordered Com-
pany "C" and Company "A" of the 111th Engineer (€) Bottalion to take
this road junction, However, Company "K¥ actuclly reached the objec-
tive at 1515 hours,

Meanwhile, the 2d Battalion roportsd that Company YE* and Coam-
pany "G" hod been stopped by tho Germans, Company "F" was still
fighting to clear the woods and reported that the cnemy secmed to be
moving toward BEAUMENIL. Company "G" was then ordercd to try and
move around on the flonk of the cnomy forcc,

The 1st Battalion wos advised that a ton minute artiilery concen-
tration wos to be placed on the southeast corner (257514, Shoet 35/18)
of the BOIS DE CHAMONT and upon its completion Company “C! ond Company
"A", 11lth Engincer {C} Battalion werc to move in ond attempt to clear
the woods,

The 3d Battalion was adviscd at 1555 hours thaot the encmy forces
opposing Company "G" might try to g8t back into HERFEIMONT and units
were to be prepared for this, fThe 34 Bettalion hond Companies "IM and
"I 1n town with Company "K" to the eost of it. Patrols wers secnt o
the high ground southeest, The tanks and tank destroyers were ordered
to be prepared to move southenst of HERPELMONT along the valley.

The 24 Battallon notified regimont thot the woods northwest of
HERPETMONT should be clecred by nightfall, Company "E" was advancing
whlle Company "F" was still engaged with a Tire fight, Ono Cerman
position wos found with abandonod artillery gung,

The Reglmontal Commander inguired at 1627 hours if Company "BY
could be gotten ready to taoke the high ground dus north of JUSSARUPT,
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The 1st Battalion Commander Stated that 1¢ would not be possible,
Vhereuuon, he was ordered to have ong tomnany from the lst Battelion
relieve g company of the 34 Battalion which vould attack to the high
ground, The 1zt Sattalion wes to clear tha BOIS p CHAMONT, and eg-
tablish s road block on the Bast-west rogq running from HERPELMONT,
8nd furnish Supvort for the 14 Bettelion attsck., Commeny “B" wag
Gesignated agg the unit to relieve a compeny of:ths 3d Bettalion,
Company wgr ang Company s, 111th Tngingep {c) Bettelion, were mak-
ing but little Progress in theip atteck on the Southwest nortion of
the BOIS DE CHAMONT,

that it wag unsafe to Tire, However, it became evident at 1822 hours
that the battalion would not be able to clear the woods,

Company mgn received an enemy artillery tonoentration or aprroxi-
mately 200 Tounds at 1830 hours and began organizing & delensive rosi-
tion along & line Loo yards east or HERPEIMONT, At 1900 hours the
Aszsistant Division Commandsp ordered tha regiment tp continue pushing
during the night and to shift some strength to .the lef't rlank,

By 1913 hours the 34 Battalion hag Compvany "K" op the hirh ground
north of JUSLARUPT, Inatrustions were issyeqd to find another Bupwvly

Buring the night of 8-9 October, the Germans threw a great deal
of artillery fire into the regimaental sector, Movement was kept to g
minimum ang &11 units were dug in wherever terraip rarmitted,

The Regimentr1 Commander ordared the 24 Bettalion at 0700 hours
on 9 October, to push Eggresaively ard olear the woods to the west of
its position during ths eftsrnoon, Armored forgas viere able to cope
through FIMENTT, and BBAUMENTL, but could net get through the wooded
Sector weast or these towns,

The Division Commendey Steted at 0817 hours thet he woula like
the regiment to take JUSSARUPT, The Regimenta) Commapder pointed out
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that although the high sround north and west of the town had been
teken, the hiph ground to the southeast was still in enemy hands and
an ettack would leave the regiment with an omen flank,

By 0914 hours the 24 Battallon remorted that the woods northwsst
of HIRFELMONT had been clearsd, VYumerous S-minss were encountersd in
the area, Leaving Comwnany "F" in the woods, the remainder of the 24
Battalion assenbled to atteck the BOIS D4 LACET, The 34 Battalion
continued to hold the eres north and enst of HERFEIMONT, Company "C"
and Company "A" were to continue the ettack to clear the BOIS DE
CHAMONT while Company 'B" completsd clearing the woods north of
JUSSARUPT .

ireome,

At 1050 hours the Assistant Divislon Commender arrived at the
command post, He stated that the 1st Battalicn, 1434 Infantry, would
tegke over the sector east of HIRPEIMONT. The 34 Battalion wes to bDe
responsible for the sector from the lst Battalion, 1434 Infantry, to
the woods west of HYRPSIMONT. The 24 Battallion was to be relieved for
a rest, At 1135 hours the heglmental Commender notified the Assistant
Division Commender that a patrol which hed proceeded past the high
ground southeast of BEAUMENTL had run into smemy tenk fire coming from
the reverse slope., Company 'i" was ordered to occupy this sector.
The Assistant Divislon Commandsr ordered the regiment to set up out-
posta, defensive fires and hold objectives lightly, No trooovs were
te be left in HARPAIMONT, The Division was exmecting revplscements
shortly and the 141st Infantry was to reeceive first vriority on them.

S

The 24 Battaellon reported at 1155 hours that snemy tanks, troops
and vehicles wers moving from BEAUNENTIL to FIMENIL and thence to CHAMP
v L& DUC (246555, Sheet 35/18), It appeared as though the enemy was
—vreparing to retreat from BEAUMENIL. At 1250 hours both Company "E"
and Company “F" met strong opposition on the edge of the woods and re-
celved smell arms end 20 mm gun fire. Company "B" was also engaged in
g Tire Tight north of JUSSARUPT but continued to advence, Two snemy
tanks moved south from BEAUMENIL toward Company *F" at 1300 hours.
Company "I" patrols reported Mark VI tanks near ths wooded ssctor
sguthenaat of BEAUMENIL. Company "C'" advanced to the edze of the woods
west of JUSSARUPT.

At 1422 hours the Regimental S5-3 notified the 3d Battalion that
Company "I"™ would relieve Company "iI" and Company "B" would take over
the Company "L" ssctor. The battalion was to protect the left flank
of the regiment on a line cxtending from the BOIS DE LACET to BRAU-
MENIL,

Two tanks in front of the 2d Battallon kent firing into Comvsny
"i" and Company "F" vositions at 164L hours, The pattelion Commander
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stated that the compenies would nrobabdbly have to be pulled back., a%
1700 hours the Regimental Commander ordered both companies to move
into an assembly sren and be prepared to attock the BOIS DF LACET ipn
the morning, Compeny "I" was to take over the position vacated by
these two units, The 2d Battalion Commender aedvised that if petrols
reported no enemy in the woods, units would move in during the night,
If Germans were met, however, the atiack would begin at 0800 hours.
Patrols were unable to get into the BOIS DE -IAVET duc to heavy fog.
It was decided to maintain listening posts throughout the night to
prevent petrols from becoming lost,

On the morning of 10 Ovtober, Company “E" was relieved and moved
to LTPANGES, The 24 Battalion moved out in its attmck and Company "G"
was within the BOIS Di IACET by 0910 hours without meeting enemy re-
sistance although numerous mines wore found in the sector, Commpany
"F", edvancing ur the west side of the woods gncountered heevy omall
arms fire, Companpy “G" began recelving heavy concentrations of artil-
lery, Advencing units ran into an increasing ~uantity of S-mines snd
booby traps, One hundred fifty-four rounds of enemy artillery fell
within the Company "G" ares in one hour, When friendly counter-
battery begen, the German guns gtoppad firing, but when the Triendly
countér-battery cessed, the enemy guns begen firing egain, sixty-one
orisoners hed becn teken by the 2d Battslion up to 1250 hours, PBrisoe
ners reported on enemy battalion in position betwoen the northesst
vortion of the BOIS DE LACET and FIMENTL.

At 1345 hours the Regimental Commander informed the Division
Commender that the regiment was engaged in mopping up enemy opposltion
in the BOIS DE LACET. It was requssted that the 143d Infantry move
closer to the regiment =0 that the 300 yard gap betwaen the 1434 In~
fantry esnd the Enginesrs in the BOIS DE CHAMONT would be closed,

Heavy enemy artillery continued to fell throughout the regimental
sector, mainly from the LA CHAPEIIR (296544, Sheet 35/18) ares. It
was plenned to pull the 24 Battalion out of the line during the day,
but it was doubtful If more thar one company of the lst Bettalion
could be relieved,

The 24 Battelion advised that it was being held un by heavily
minad areas in the BOIS DE TACET, Comreny "G" wag endeavoring to
flenk en ensmy road bloeck et the north end of the woods,

The Assistant Division Commender visited the command post at 1420
hours end stated that the 2d Battelion was to be pulled beck during
the night if &t &ll possible with Comnany "K" teking over the Sector,

Also, the lst Battalion wes to be relisved if the tactical situastion
permitted,
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By 1520 hours the 2d Battelion had been able to eliminate the
enemy road block at the north end of the BOIS DE LACAT and Company i
began to move up to outpest the woods, Company "K" was in position -
1715 hours and the 2¢ Battalion closed into a bivousc area in LEPANGT
at 1915 hours, ; .

On the morning of 11 October, the order was issued by regiment
for units to olear the woods and roasds of mines wherever possible.
This was a large task as the Germans had laid innumerable mines and
hooby traps throughout the area, The Engineers on the regimental
right flank were withdrewn from thelr mosition for thisz work and the
lst Battalion wes held resvonsible for meinteining contact with the
1434 Infantry,

Znemy forces infiltrated back onto Hill 512 (229540, Sheet 35/18

and Tired upon Engineers clearing mines from the ares. Company "g"
and the Engineers wers ordared to drive the Germens from the hill
again, A road block was to be established batween H1ll 512 and the
BOIB DE LACET. The 3d Battalion continued to suffer casualtles Trom

TEnemy artillery which was believed Tiring from the vicinity of 14
CHAPSLLE, Patrols from the 3d Battalion wera sent to FIMENTL and
BEAUMENIL at 1948 hours. The patrol sent to BEAUMENIL penstrated to
the fringe of houses on the adge of town and went through them, find-
ing no epemy., The patrol did not enter into the main scetor of the
town. The patrol to FDMINIL reached a veint 400 yerds from the woods
toward the town end encountersd twelve Germans. A fire fight resul-
ted and the patrol withdrew,

The 34 Battallon reported at 1425 hours on 12 October that it
had tried to work troops from the BOIS DE LACET over to Hill 512 but
was stopped by small arms fire, Patrols were andeavoring to work intc
the woods oz HIll 512 from the north, At 1122 hours four eonemy plones
flew over the regimentel mector strafing, The 2d Battelion bivouao
area in LEPANGE3 recaived enemy shelline during the aftsrnoon end the
Battallon Commander wes ordered to keewn moverent to e minimum within
his ssctor.

The Reglmentel Commander ordered petrols sent to JUSSARUPT,
FIMENIL and BEAUMENTIL from the 18t and 34 Battelioms., At 1555 hours
Division ordersd two strong combat patrols sunt out to capture vriso-
ners, but the Regimental Commender steted previous inmstructions would
apply except that the pmtrols were to tTy to capture a few Qurmans.
The lst Battalion sent a patrol to JUSSARUPT at 1725 hours which pena-
trated to the southeast edgo of town, heard Germns within houses but
d1ld not eapture any. Another patrol weas sent out which returned at
0205 hours on 13 October, reporting that the enemy had sent up flares
which prevented them from getting close to The villege. The patrol
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from the 34 Battelion went to the edge of REAUMENIL and teliked to
French civilians vho steted there wers no Germens within the town cx
ceot two who were wounded, There wers & greet meny mines within thre
town vlanted by the Germens,

At 0730 hours Comnany “K", supported by Znglineers, ettacked Hill
512 and sucoessfully clearsd its wooded arees, Sixteen prisoners were
taken, A request was made for additional fngineers to clear tha BOIS
D& LACET of miney ms the woods were needsd; for. fortheceming operations.
The 3d Battelion revorted continusd harassing enemy ertillery in its
ares,

The lst Bettalion reported at 1018 hours that a 8ix man patrol
left for JUSSARUPT at daylight and reached a point just south of the
town's 1limits when it wes fired upan, Two members of the patrol were
killed, two wounded, one was missing and only one wes unharmed. Re-
turning members stated there wers many Germans within the town,

The 3@ Battelion mdvised at 1140 hours that it hed a patrol in
BEAUMENIL. The Regimental Commander ordersd the patrol to remain
within the town and to work sdditional men from Company "I" into the
town in an effort to hold it, The Regimentel S-3 alvised the 3d Bat-
talion that Company "C" would relieve Commany "L" during the night or
&8s goon as Company "C" wes relieved by elements of the 1424 Infantry,

At 2135 hours ths Regimentsl Commender notified the Division G-3
that only one patrol vas beline sent out during the night as i1t was
desired that the enemy not be alerted, Commeny "I" wes occupying
houses in BEAUMENIL and tanks were moving from HIRPELMONT to BEAUMENIL.
The Englneers weie olearing box mines from the roeds end removing
mines and booby traps from the BOIS DE LACET,

Company "C" completed the relisf of Company "L" at 2215 hours
desnite heavy enemy ertillery rire within tha area, The night or 13-
14 October passed without incident except for the usual Ieavy 2nemy
shelling,

The kegimental Commander informed the 24 Battalion Commander at
0820 hours on 14 October that the regiment would attack at 0800 hours
on 15 Cotober, and it was vitally important that the 24 Battsl ion
olear the high ground (225545, Sheet 35/18) north or PREY &t an early
hour as the advance of the 143d Infantry devended on it. The 34 Bat-
talion Commander was notified at 0925 hours that his left boundary in
the atteck would be west of the road block betwsan the BOIS DE LACET
and Hill 512 and run north to the sast end of LAVAL. The bettalion
wad not to enter LAVAL as the stresm Tormed the termination of the
boundary,
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A meeting was held at the regimental commang post et 1320 Loury
and the Regimental Commander discussed the operations instructions
with the battalion and attached unit commanders, The reginent was -
attack at 0800 hours on 15 Getober in conjunction with a coordinated )
attack of both the 45th and 36th Infantry Divisions, The regimsnt had
limited objectives compared to other units in the attack, The lat
Batialion was to Lold 1ts present pogition and-upon regimental order
clear gll énemy opposition from the BOIS DE CHAMONT, the high ground
north of JUSSARUPT, establish a road block in the vicinity of AULIONT-
ZEY (286525, Sheet 35/18) and meintain contact with the 1424 Infantry
on the regimental right flank, The 24 Battalion, with one platoon of
tanks attached, was to take the high ground north or PREY and scouth of
LAVAL, mop up all enemy resistance and maintain centact with the 34
Hattelion on the right (east)., The ad Battalion, wlth twe platcons of
tanks Attached, was to attack with two ctompenies and secize and hoid
the high ground west of FIMENIL and the ground just southeast of the
town with the main efropt being maede on the lert, The main regimsntal
effort way to be made in the 2d Battalion 98Ctor.  Buttalions wers to
use the utmost sgerecy in their ratroliing.,

The 34 Battalion reported at 1820 hours that Tthe town of FILENIL
was clear. One platoon was 1n the town and two more rlatoons were mov-
ing in. By 2025 hours two platoons of Company "1¥ were in BenULANIL,

Ten patrola Trom the baettalions operated on the night of 14-15
October. A1l patrols moved into enemy territory aggressively and ra-
turned with a great deal of valuable information., Only ist Battalion
ratrols encountered enemy opposition,

The attack on ths merning of 15 October, began on schedule. The
3d Battalion had talen one of 1ts objsctives tha previous night and
quickly occupied the wooded sector west of FPIMENIL, Ths 24 Battalion
cleared the high ground scuth of LAVLL Wy 1215 hours end moved north
and west to ths VOLOGHD River, Compuny g outposted the river bed
and was ordered 4o bg prepared to take over the 2d Battalion sector
ag it was contemplated thet the 24 Battalion would be raglisved. Com-~
pany “GY was sent to the lsk Buttalion to relieve Company “AT,

At 1532 hours the Assistant Divisien Commander changed the regi-
mental boundary to include the canal running through IAVAL, The 24
Battalion Commander sent one pluatoon of Infantry supported by a spc-
tlon of machine guns to the new boundary, but the Commanding Officer
of the 1434 Infantry statcd that it would not be necessary for this
force to cross the river 28 long 23 1t covered the Tuctory arsa with
its firec power, Company "F* vwmg then religved by Company wgv,

The 34 Battalion reportod at 1644 hours thet many Germang wcre
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moving up the main road from LAVAL to BRUYERES (245566, 3hcet 35,1
on bicycfes. The chemical mortars were shifted from their pesitiocr -
the northern portion of the regimental sector to the southern portian
in support of the 1lst Battalion, The Regimental Commander ordorcd
Company A" to launch en attack ot diwn on 16 October and establish &
road block, The 2d Battalien was then to relisve the 1st Battelion
while the 34 Battalion outposted the northeast flank of ths rogiment,
Company "G", which had originally moved south to relleve Company "AM,
was charged with maintaining contact with the 1424 Infantry. Company
"B" engaged ih & fire fight with & ten man cnemy patrol at 2030 hours
which lasted for approximately ons hour before it was driven of £y

At 2300 hours the Commanding Officer of the 143a Infantry advised
that his regiment was going to infiltrate into CHAMP LE DUC during the
night, Both Compeny “K" ond Company "L" of the 14lst Infantry were to
be relieved ns socon as posgible,

The uasual heavy conccntrations of cncmy artillery rell in theo
regimental area throughout the night of 15-16 October,

At 0615 hours on 16 October, Company "A" and Company "B" moved
forward to establish a road block, Both units received enemy small
arms and mortar fire but continusd to press forward until they were
pinned down by increascd enemy fire, At 1112 hours the lat Battalion
advised its supporting tanks werec in HERPELMONT and Company "A" waa
being draown back into the tovn., An attempt was geing to be made at
1500 hours to cut the road junction (274526, Shcct 35/18) north of
JUSSARUPT, However, beceause of heavy onemy artillcry shelling, the
attack was delayed, It was planned for Company "A", supported by two
tanks, Company "B" with one tank and two platoons of Company "C" to
move elong the road southeast towards JUSSARUPT and thence cut bacl
northeast towards the rond junction objective, Tha battalion began
its attack at 1640 hours and encountered stiff resistance from cnemy
small arms, mortar and artillery fires It was forced to wlthdraw to
its original positiomn. The 24 Battulion was then ordersd to reslieve
tho 1st Battalion and continuc the atitack on the morning of 17 Octo-

At 1250 hours the 24 Battalion reported small arms and machine
gun fire from enemy positions along the fringe of woods an top of the
hill, Mortar ond 88 mm gun fire was coming from the direction of
LAVELINE DEVANT BRUYERES. It was beligved that the cneny had infil-
trated within the battalion gector and was making on attock, The
Regimentel Commender immedintely alsrted Company "K" and Company "L»
for movement to the battalion area., Howover, at 1451 hours the 24
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Battalion revorted the situation had quietcd down snd plens wers 1-7..
to move forwerd slowly.

The Regimental S-3 notified the lat Battelion, which hed moved +
DEYCIMONT, that after 0630 hours on 18 October, the battalion would b
Ol 8 one hour alert status and would move  to the vicinity of HERPEL-
MONT if the tactlenl situation made 1t necessary,

The Assistant Division Commander notiried the Regimentel Comman-
der at 1728 hours that the 24 =znd 3d Battalions would stimck in the
morning with two companies sbreast in each battalion and two platoons
in each compeny in the sttack would be abreest, The Regimental Com-
mander requested that the 1424 Infantry meke a feint on the right
flank just before the two bottel ions attacked,

The Regimental Commender held o me~ting &t 2055 hours with batta-
lion and sepaTote unit commendars to discuss the s=ttack in the morning
The 1424 Infentry wes to moke o feint st 0607 hours with artillery
prevarations, small arms and mechins egun fire in order to drow the
enemy's attention, The regimental atteck must be successful, he sta-
ted, a3 the objectives we.a of the utmost ifmvortrnce--the men must
force their wey through. At 0600 hours on 18 Qetober, the reglment
wes to attack from a Iline bounded by the rocd running northecst from
HERFZIMONT toward the high ground north of JUSSARUPT and clear the
woods of the enemy and meintain contact with the 1424 Infantry on the
right. The 34 Battelion wos to attack southeast from the line of de-
parture and secure the first three regimen tal objectives which tormi-
neted on the high ground overlocking the rond running north out of
JUSSARUFT, 1If the 3d Battalion attaclk failed, the 24 Battonlion was
to be prepared to atiack and seize the first objective, If the 3d
Battalion successfully took the first objective, the 24 Battalion
wasg to attack snd seize ths road Jjunetion st VINOT (270520, Shest
35/18), maintain contact with the 142d Infentry and relieve the 3d
Battalion efter it had secured its Tinal objectivs.

At 0535 hours the 33 Battalion Commander, Meaior * ALTER R, BRUYZRZ
IIT, 022644, of Montelair, New Jersev, vho hed assumed command of the
3@ Battalion on 10 October, sdvised that his troovs were in HERPELMONT
and would be ready to begln the attemok on time, The attack started
on schedule end Company "K' moved forverd to receivs gnemy mortor and
small erms fire, The 2d Battalion revorted mounting cesualtics Prom
enemy artillery, small arms, and 20 mm gun Tire coming from the vieie
nity of LAVELINJS DEVANT BRUYVERES. The 34 Bettolion tanks accomplished
their mission of blaesting in houses northeast of HERPEIMONT, but upon
withdrawing to HiRPELMONT enemy armor plercing shells fell in their
vicinity. Company "L* pressed forward to the edre of the woods
{264,528, Sheet 35/12}) snd slowly begen Tighting its wey south, Conpany
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&ssembly mBres at 2300 hours while the 1st Battalion closed in at G-
hours on 23 October,

At 0BL5 hours on 23 October, the Division Commander stated that
he wented g patrol of company or battalion strength to work down a
trail through the FORET DOMANIALE DE CHAMP to the high round (350570,
Sheet 36/18? north of LA HOUSSIERE (3L5555; Sheetw36§ls§. Freneh
guides of the FFT wers to be made mvailable for the movement, Ths 1st
Battalion was alerted to move out on foot immediately. The battalion,
preceded by one company, was to go up the trail to dpecified points,
If these points were clear of the enemy, the remaindar or the batta-
lion was to move behind the advance comvany. An Engineer reconnaig-

The 1lsy Battalion begen moving at 1158 hours to & forward a835en-
bly ares (28&576, Sheet 35/18) on the edge of the FORET DE BEIMONT.
A Torward regimentel commard post was established (280573, Shest 35/
18) clos=e to the lst Bettalion agsembly ares,

With Company ran leading, the 1st Battalion passed through the
vosition of Comprny K", LL2d Infantry, (302587, . Bheet 35/18). The
34 Battalion followed the route of the 1gt Battalion angd reached g

At 1817 the 1st Battalion Exeeutive Officer, Major CLAUDE D,
ROSCOE, 0367264, or Brownwood Teras, rerorted that Company “A" was
engeged in s fire fight with anp &nerr vatrol,

The Division G-3 notified regimsnt at 1925 hours that the 2d Bat-
talion was relessed to the regimeng. informetion wag 8lse given that
BIFFONTAINE had heen cleared by the Y443 Intentry,

‘
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"K" bocame disorganized due to enemy artillery fire, but began .-

up on the right of Company "L" at OBl5 hours. A great deal of encrv
mortar and artillery fire continued to fall on the 24 and 3d Batta.
Tions and casualties mounted, By 1129 hours Company "K" was on the
right flank of the first objective with Company "L Tollowing behind,
Company "G" sent out a strong patrol just nerth of VINGT to prevent
the Germans from infiltrating into its position from JUSSARUPT. Com-
pany "¥" had such heavy casualties that itas remalning members jolned

C Ompany "E" .

By 1252 hdurs Companies "K' and "L" were on their first objcetive
and pressed on towards the second objective. By 1350 hours Company
"L" had reached the second objsctive and moved Torward in conjunction
with Company "E" and Compeny "F', The Regimental Commandsr docided
to hold this force on the second objective during the night and con-
tinue the attack at 1000 hours on 19 October,

The attack began sgein at 1000 hours on 19 Cetober, and moved
rapldly. Only a small amount of anemy artlllery was cncountered. By
1140 hours the 2d Battalion believed it had cleared the last opposi«
tion from the hill but Company "E ran into resistance at 1156 hours
and received heavy snemy artillery fire. The 34 Battalion reported
considerable activity across its front but stated it wog progressing
favorably. By 1330 hours both battalions hod reached thoir shjcetives
and were digging in defensive positions, The 2d Battulion was dogig-
nated to hold the hill and the 3d Battalion was alerted for possible
re¢lief during the night. At 1610 hours the Division G-2 advisecd that
the 142d8 Infantry would take over the 14lat Infantryt's entire sector
and the 2d Battallon would be attached to that organization.

During the night of 19-20 October, the 34 Battalion was relieved
and moved to LEPANGES. The Division Commandar ordersd two tanks to
be placed in the viecinity of ths high ground north of JUSSARUPT to
fire ocross the velley on the rosd frem AUMONTZEY (287525, Shest 35/1R)
to GRANGES SUR VOLOGNE (295498, Sheet 35/18} and render the road uaus-
able for the enemy. Enemy planss overated over the Division arca
during the night,

The regiment, with the excspsicn of the 24 Battallion and its regu-
lar supporting Attachments, rcmeinsd in bivouas on 21 Octobsr. The 2d
Battalion was relieved from attachment to the 142d Infantry on 22
Cectober and moved Into a bivoumc area in the vicinity of XAMONTARUPT,

At 1325 hours on 22 Oetober, the lst and 3d Battalions were
alerted to move by truck during the night, The Regimental Comuandcr
selected on assembly ares (255580, Sheet 35/18) southeast of VERVE-
ZELLE (262587, Sheet 35/18), The 3d Battalion closed into its
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At 2140 hours the Regimental Commander informcd the Commando.:
of the 2d and 3d Battalions that the regimental mission of sgeuring
the high ground north of LA HOUSSIERE would continue at 0700 hours or
24 October, The 1lst Battalion was to attack from its prescent position
and knock out the road block to 1ts immediate front and push on to the
objective. .

The Ist Battalion reportcd nt 0830 hours on 24 October that Come
pany "B" had moved forward at 0700 hours and had sdvanced but a Tew
hundred yards when they were engaged in a firg fight with members of
the FFI, This mattor was roportcd to Division Heodquarters which sent
two FFI members to join the 1st Battalion. Division stated that therc
werc probably French Torccs fighting om the side of thc Gormons and
the lst Battalion hed probably mistaken them for FFI men, Units were
alerted to be on tho lookout for enemy drossed in civilien elothes
in all towns, .

Company "I" reached the 3d Babttalion's initial objoetive 700
yords southeast of CREBEFOSSE at 1005 hours and recceived small arms
and machine gun fire from the woods duc north amcross a narrow valley
from the objective,

The Division Commonder arrived at the reogimental command post at
1030 hours. He stated thaot the regimeat need not worry about its
northenst flank as the 3@ Infantry Division was to eut the valley ond
roads to the north which would relieve the tension on the north and

east flank,

By 1050 hours Company "B" and Company “C" were 1000 yards west of
DEVANT LE FEYS (385582, Shect 35/18), The lst Battalion command post
and Company "A" werc locotod 600 yards northwest of DEVANT 1E FEYS,

The Regimental Commander orderecd She Regimental S-3 to scnd light

tanks to the lst and 3d Battalions irmediately as it was belicved the
1st Battelion was in contact with the encmy in the BOIS DE BIFFONTAINE
noar Hill 665 (333578, Sheet 35/18), Compony "X" clcared the oream
southeast of GREBEFOSSE whilc Company "IM nmoved down to the trail
junction (316599, Shoct 35/18) 1000 yards southeast of GREBEFOSSE,
Bncmy artillery firc bogon falling in the vicinity of the lst Batta-
lion commond post. At 1230 hours the 24 Battalion was alerted for
immedicto movement as theo 442d Infuntry was to be rolieved from tho
roglmental sector, Four tanks moved into pesition aleng the ridgc cost
of BELMONT SUR BUTTANT (280589, Shect 35/18) and the Reglmental Comman-
der roquested the Division Commander o releaze additional tanks to

the regiment from the FELBER Armored Force in tho vicinity of RELMONT
SUR BUTTANT. ‘

At 1446 hours the Division Commander netificed rogiment to have
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the Regimentnl Commander notified the Division Commander thet th. .
Battalion would probably be out of communications for “poroximately
1st and 34 Battolions WEro roceiving counter-

quarters, Company "Bt ang ugn, Gpprocching Hill 645 (341577, Shect
36/18) also Wero engegod in g fire fight, Company TAM . loss itg mortur
section, moveg forward to €Ngngs the ELomy. reinforesd by thce batta-
lion Antitanik rlatoon, Crmpany YK pglag Tocelvod g counter-attack
hear the trail Junetion Boutheast of GREZEFOSSE ang Company It wng
sent og reinforeccmentsy, Both battaliong Werz out of communication
with Tegiment at 1615 hours, o contact had bocn madag with the 34
Divisioen,

At 1630 hours thg Division Chier or Starr orrived at the Iegi-~
mental command post with instructiong from the Division Commonder to
get the troops well dug in apa atart forwnrg carly on ths norning of
25 Cetober, Artillory wos to be ©
woods. He stated thot rogiment Wis not to WOTry about gctting tanks
8tuck in the wooda~-thoy wepe to be useg whenever apd wherever poge
sibls,

At 1735 hours the Regimentny 8-3 reported that the Gormans hag
overrun the 1st Battolion command Dost, but the BEraonnegl hag Tought
their way back west, The Regimontay Exccutive Officer Teported o5
Division G~3 0t 1852 hours that tho 1st apg 3d Battalions were dig-
ging in, g 2d Bottalion Wis moving inte a8 assembly arga in the
woods 1000 yords northengt of BIFFONTATINE, Enemy artillery continued
to fell within the regimental Scctor, coming from the south, he
trails within the wooda wore badly in need of repair and the Division
Commander authorized thg use of all the Enginecrs the Tegiment dcsired,

South and gnat of the regiment objective, Control of the bombing wag
to be mgde by radio based upon information furnishag by the Regimental
o]

5-2 as the disposition of troops at 0830 hours on 25 Oetobep,
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units of the 1st Battalion in the BOIS DE BIFFONTAINE. The 3d Batin
lion was sending out & strong combat patrol to the voint where Compai
"K" had received its counter-attack on the previous day, If this are
was oleer, the remesinder of the battalion was to move into position
there, . :

The Regimentel Commender was advised by the Division G~-3 at 0B25
hours that the bombing would be in the vicinity of VANEMONT (364560,
Sheet 36/18) with the center of Impact northeast of the town, IVoUX
(311539, Shest 35/18) was also to be bombed, but not the ares north-
east of this position,

At 0B50 hours the Regimental S-2 notiried the Division G-2 that
the Germans hed cut the surnly line to the 1st Bettaellon end had ma-
ohine guns set up, Tt wes believed the enemy hed an observation post
along the trail as a great deal of artillery wes falling in the sec-

tor. Company “E" could hear small arms f'ire to the southeast and he-
lieved it was Company "A" engaged with the anemy,

The Division Chief or Staff arrived et the regimental command
nost at 0927 hours %o check the Situation of the 1st Battal ion, The
Regimental Commander informed him that eve.y time a vehicle moved up
the trail, even though they could not be Seen, the Germmna placed
artillery coneentrations on the trail, It was believed the enemy had
a radlo party in the woods that wateched every movement, The Reglmen-
tel Commander further gteted that four light and four medium tanks
were in forward positions within the woods, The Divislon Chief of
Staff stated that the Division Commander wanted the remeining seven

regimental objective--the entire edge of the woods was not to be
nanned, Upon taking the regimental objeetiva, Treconneissence wag to
be mede into IA HOUSSI.RE and VANEMONT with a road block eatablished,
if possible, at one or the other of the towns,

A forward regimentnl commen@ nost was established 1200 yards
north of BIFFONTAINE at 1300 hours,

The Regimcntel S-3 edvised that two vplatoons of Company "An,
Company "B" and Company "C" were together in the woods one mile north
of LA HOUSSIZRE, Commany "Z" and one nletoon of Compeny "A" were
2200 yards northwest of the 1st Battalion units and were engeged with
enemy forces thet kept infiltrating into their positions, The 24 Bat-
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The 24 Battaulion, 4i2d Infantry, was Gttached to the regiment &.

S. At 1555 hours the Hegimental Commender ordered the com-
monder of this unit to pass through Compeny "In apg form a holding an
blocking foree which was to clear the hlgh ground esst or the 34 Bat-
talion ang protect the regimental left flank, Troons were to pass
through the regimental forward command Po3t by D630 hours on 26
OJctober,

been made with the 2d Bettalion and Company wiv wag reedy to attack,
The Regimenta] S-3 advised the 34 Battal fon that the 24 Battelion was
also ready to attack and he could commit his units, Both units began
their advance ang immediately ran Into strong oprosition, Company ngr
was engaged with Cermens on the southern slapes of Hill 624 (320585,
Sheet 35518) of DEVANT L& FEys,

The Regimental Commander informed the 24 Battalion Commm der that
he was rlanning to send Supplies to the 1st Bettalion on tanks, If
this plan did not vork, Company "L" was to transport ammunition and
water to the fsolated units. Eseh man was ta carry two bandoliers of
ammunition and a full tantesn of water, After the 24 Bettalion, 4424
Infantry, passed through Company #1v and secured the high ground to
the east, Company "I" and Supporting tanks wars to follow Company "Kw,
At 1826 hours the 24 Battelion wag crdered to kaap pushing Torward
during the night inp order to divert the enemy's attontion i an effort
fo mmke contact with the 1st Battalion with tanks, The remaining
nlatoon of Company "A" wag ordered to send out 8 strong patrol g
knock out the snemy road bloock so that the tanks conld g8t through,

At 2330 hours %hs Regimentsl Commendar renorted no gensrnl change
on the status of the lst Bettel ion, The Commany "A" vplateon had not
been able to work through or around the road block tbhecauss of heavy

t8nks also failed to bresk through dus to lack or coordination, Com-
vanies "EM  Wpe gpa ngw were on the high ground ca3t of DEVANTIE FEYS
with Companies PIM, YEY amd “L® op the high ground South of GREBEFOSSE,
Companies #gn, wyn’apg "K' were in contact with the enemy, Company
"K" was to maneuver to the east with two rlatoons and determine the
ansmy flenk and elear the trail Tunning southeast from GREBEFOSSE to
Hill 633 (331589, Sheet 35/18), Ths roglment with the 24 Battalion
LL2d Infentry attochad, wag to attapk et 0730 hours on 26 Gotober,
toward the esst, The 24 Bettalion was to Dush east to Hill 665 along
the trail taken by the 1ist Battalion, When the 24 Battalien, Li24d
Infantry, passeq through the 34 Battalion, the 3d Batteliop wag to
tttack southeast to Hiil 633, 1Ir contaet was mnde Wwith the 1st Batta-
lion by the 24 Battalion, the lst Battalion was to bress on to the
heights just north of LA HOUSSIERE while the 24 Battalion Protected
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the regimental right flank e£lbfig the edge’ of the woods from Till 6ol
to DEVANT L& FEYS, The 2d Battalion, 4424 Infantry, wus rosponsible
for the regimental left flank while the 3d Battel ion wag to be respon-~
slble for security from the vieinity (347584, Sheet 36/18) of Hill 612
to its objeetive (363567, Sheet 36/18) on the high ground north of
VANEMONT,

The 2d Battelion reported at 0750 hours on 26 October, that its
units were moving forwsrd, The 34 Bettellion also edvised that it had
begun its attack while the 2d Battalion, 4424 Infantry, wos getting
into position, At 0923 hours the Division Commander arrived at the
forward regimental command post and was apprised of the situation,
The Hegimental Commender informed him that the 1st Battalion had been
cut off for thirty-six hours and the only means of communicetl on was
through one artillery redio with an artillery forward observer, Ths
lest message recelved from the 18t Battalion hed been at 0835 hours
wherein it scknowledged receint of instructions to try and knock out
the enemy roed block to its northwest,

The commander of the 24 Bettalion, 4424 Infantrv, revorted at 100¢
hours that he wes encountering resistenca 500 verds enst of LANGEFOSSE
(321600, Sheet 35/18) and was having e hard time getting across the
trail,

At 1030 hours the VI Corps Commonder, 36th Division Commsnder end
36th Division Chief of Staff arrived at the regimental forward commemna
o8t to discuss the situetion of the lst Bottel ion, The VI Corps Com-
monder stated that the 24 Battalicon, 4424 Infantry, should drive
straight east while tanks were sent up the trail to fire direet firs
8t the enemy roed blooks while Infentry went cround both sides . of the
road blocks., The Division Commendsr ordered the 143d Infantry Comman-
der to get an artillery forwsrd observar in rosition to obassrve the
vallsy southeast of the 24 Batisl ion, lilst Infantry, as there should
be plenty of torgets of opportunity there, 'The Division Commander
steted that he might have the 1434 Infentry sttack ecross the velley
to the east to surround the Cermang cutting off the 1st Bottalion,

At 1045 hours the 24 Battalion edvised thet it wes ancountering
S-mines but was contemplating & plen to send its supnorting tanks
Torward,

The Division Commander inauired from the Commending Officer,
131st Fleld Artillery, ssg to when the lngt message had been received
from the lgt Battal ion by redio, es instructions might be issued to
have the lst Battalion attaok west if they hed snough emmunition, At
1047 hours the Division Commender ordered the Regimantal Commender
to have the lst Battelion st attack to the reecr west} immedintely,
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The 2q Battalion wng erdercd to seng Company myu into the pcteh

of woodsa 1000 yords gast or BIFFONTAINE, Company wgn had advanceg bu?

0 yards ung Company mg» wng being alowea down, Thg 3d Battalion nd-
vised at 1055 hours that Company win wosg Teceiving o counter-attagk
along itg loft flgnk coming from the high ridge ncrosg the valiey
(32L591, Sheet 35/18). The battaling commonder judged that Company
"K' would be able +to Tepel the attack but wans golng to commit Company
"I, The Regimontnl Commander ordered Supporting fanics L0 Be brought
Torward o assliast Company "K", The 29 Battalion, 4i2d Infantry, wag
having 4o Tight itg wWay forward SVGry inch of the WiV

At 1108 houpg the Division Command ey ordcrcd that artillery bhe
fired on cnemy in front op the 24 Battoalion, Artiliery was to be
Tirced over thg target first and then ad Just the fange by sound, The
2d Bottolion wns ecautioned to bo carerul Of firing in the vicinity
of Company ngn Just o thg Northoast of Compuny "E".  The two tanks
Supporting Company win Pulled out ang had to o ordered back by the
Regimenta] Commandar,

south of Hiii 633 and Company ngn Vo8 1n contact with the €nomy in thig
Vicinity; artillery was being fircd on this point; ong that the 131at
Fielqg Artillery wng to be kopt informea of the 1st Battalion Position,

The Communding Officer of the 2d B&ttalion, 44238 Infantry, adviged
the Regimontol Commander g4 1153 hours that his Compony ngn upon posg.
ing through Company "I, met entronched ensmy EXtending Hortheast to
Hill 617y (329608, Shact 35/18), Company mgu” 5o ggoq Company "Ir on thg
flank ang usecd Company »Tn 28 o base or fire to advance, The Regimen-
tal Commandar ordorgd Company UG g brobs aroyng the cnemyr g flank ana
astimnte thg situation,

lion area, The Regimental Commonder
Stated that the planes should bg Teady and loadeq with supnplics so that
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if they were needed, it would be & matter of minutes to get them
started, '

A division liajsen offficer arrived at the command post at 1212
hours with orders from the Division Commander for the 1st Battelion to
attack back (west): the Division Commander did not believe that the 1st
Battalion understood that from the Regimentsl Commander's mesaage,
Also, the 24 and 34 Bettalions wore to eet sterted in their attack,
while the 24 Battalion, 4424 Infantry, hed the mission of moving suth-
east toward Hill 633, The liaison officer slso remnorted that the Divi-
sion Artiliery Commending Genersl was nlannine to adjust artillerv on
the enemy rosd block., The kepimentel Commender steted that no artil«

At 12L2 hours the Regimental Commander called the Division Commandsr
and notified him of the disposition of all units. The Diviasion Comman-
der stated that the battalions must be organizcd end push ahead.

At 1300 hours the Hegimentel Commander ordered Company "L" to move
between Company "K" and Company "iY to rill an existing 200 yard gap,
Compeny "I" was atill engaged in a Tire fight with the enemy and wasg
furnishing a base of fire for the advance of the 2d Battdl ion, 4424
Infantry, One friendly tank had been knocked out by the enemy and the
others had moved back, %The Regimental Commander stated that he would -
send additional light tenks forward,

A message was received from the 1st Battalion at 1312 hours that
it had contacted enenmy forces at thres different points. Twenty-eight

friendly ertillery fire on enemy positions in BOIS DF BIFFONTAINE south-
east of DEVANT 1x FEYS. The Regpimentel Commander sent another messcge
to the 1st Batteljion at 1340 hours to move the troons west and contact
Company "K" 1000 yerds north of DEVANT LE FEYS.

At 1345 hours the Regimentel Commender rotified the 2d end 34
Battalion Commanders that they would atteck apein st 1600 hours with
the 3& Battalion making the mein effort, The 2d Bettolion wes to make
& holding ettack and be prevared to breek through a point 1000 yerds
northeast of DEVANT LE FEYS which the 3d Battulion was to clear up to,
The 34 Battelion was to use whatever tenks wera left availeble, sngi-

mines, A ten minute artillery preparation Sterting at 1550 hours was
arranged with the 131st Field Artillery Battalion,

The 18t Battalion radiocd at 1422 hours requesting permission to
remain in its position until the next dey as it would be impessible to

reach the vieinity of Hill 665--tho preerrangsd point--ct daylight due
to casualties, A second message followad stiting that the 1st Botta-
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lion must Xnow the outcoms of the combat patrol which it had sent ou.
85 the patrol was half of its strength, The Reglmental Commander
Tadiced that the attack was going to proceed at 1600 hours and the la
Battalion was to continue its attempt to fight its way back,

At 1530 hours the Régimental Commander ordered the 24 Battalion,
4424 Infantry, to movs to +the vieinity of the trail Junction south of
LANGEFOSSE and stay there until ordered differently,

completed for dropping supplies to the lat Battalion, The G~4 stated
that at least twelve hour notice must be made, giving a specific time
and place ton drop supplies before the material pould be packsd, The
nature of the suprlies desired alsoe muzst be made, Upon consultation
with the Regimental Cormander, the Regimental Executive Officer in-
Tormed the G-4 that two days Supply of "K" rations and water, medical
s8upplies, one case of 45 caliber ammunition, one cage of carbine ammu-
nition, two cases of machine gun emmunition, four cascs of caliber 30
M-1 rifle ammunition, and four Ba 70, 81x BA 39 &nd two BA 40 bat-
teries were to be dropped, ‘Pha drop was to be mado 4t the coordinate
349573, Shest 36/18, Gerardmer, in the vieinity or Hi1a 651, upon call
after 0800 hours on 27 October,

The 8rtillery preparation of Pifteon rounds Per gun fired by two
bettalions of artillery wos node at 1550 hours on achedule and the
attack jumped off on time, Company "G" met opposition on ity lerts
flanlk (318580, Sheet 35/18), Company “F" ran into a platoon of cnemy
200 yards east of BIFFORTAINE with ok least three machine guns, Tha
company platoons deploysd ang uscd rifle grenndeg and automatic wea-
.pong on the Germans, Company “'E* hpg run into encmy automotic weapona
Tire and one plotoon was out of contact with the tompany, At 1720
hours the 1t Battalion redioced that it hod been stopped by strong
énemy forces dug in near Hill 665, upon attempting to flank the enomy
position, an eXtensive mine ficlg covered by machine Suns wos encoun-
tered, Gonsequently, the 1lst Battalion withdrew to its original lins
of departurg,

The Division G-3 ndviszed the Regimental §-3 ag 1759 hours that
the VI Corps Commander wanted the regimont to tig in with the 7th Ine
fantry of thoe 34 Division on the left (north) by extending the 24 Bat-
talion, 4424 Infantry, to Secure the left flunk, This was not to be
done by juat patrolling,

FERINIE T 27 Par oty g



Ths Regimental Commander radlioecd the 1st Battalion ot 1800 houw:
that food, water and ammunition would be dropped on the rorning of 27
Octobor, after 0B00 hours in a clearing in the woods (344574, Shect
36/18). Panels, smokc or scmcthing white werc to be dlsplayed as
recognition. The 1lst Bottallon replied ot 1840 hours that medical
supplles werc nceded as soven new casualties had occurred. It also
stated that ammunition was necded before another sttack could be mado
and inquired as to the disposition of the combat patrol which 1t had
sent to contoet the 3d Battalion., No information hod rooched regimont
of any contoct by the lst Battalion petrol with other rogimental units.

At 1905 hours the Division commender inquired of the Regimentol
Commander if he had contoct with tho lst Battalion ond was informed
contact was made poriodically by radio, The Division Commandor stated
thot be believed it wns o good ldea to bring tho lst Battalion out
across tho open ground to the west to BIFFONTAINE, The Roglmentenl
Commander advised that this plan had been discussed but it wos not be-
lieved good due to the wounded 1litter cases, The Division Commendcr
then stated that hc did not order the wounded left but the 15t Bate
talion must be gottcn out during the night,

The Divislon G-3 advised ot 1912 hours thet an uir drop of sup-
plies for the lst Battalion would take plcce ot 0800 hours if weather
conditions permitted. If the weather Interfecrred, the drop would take
place at the first opportunc time. All antiaircraft units and othor
units hod been notified, Plone probably woeuld be a fighter-bombar.

The 2d Bettalion Commander notificd the Reglmentel S-2 thot encmy
along hls front were well dug in with numorous mnchine plstols in
position along the linc., The encmy personnel cbserved scemsd to be
well troined troops, somo of whom might be snipers since they worc
camouflaged uniforms with hoocda fitting over helmets to brecak the out-
line. Positions of 120 mm mortars, self-propcllcd guns and a battery
of artillery wersc reported. A patrol reported upususlly heavy troaffic
on the road northenst of BIFFONTAINE, Hill 624 hod S-mines eround tho
Germon positions, The Commanding Officer of the 2d Battallion, 442d
Infantry, estimatcd at least 100 Gormans dug in on his right f373605,
Sheet 35/18) with machine guns firing ot his troops, Company "GhW,
4424 Infantry, hod recelved a small ecounter-aettack during the ofter-
nocn which had boon ropulsed,

At 1955 hours the 24 Bottalion Commander rgportod that every pla-
toon leader and non-commissioncd officer of Company “E" had beccme
casualties, One hundred Gormans with twelve mochine guns woere cstima-
ted to be in front of Company "F", The left flank of the battalion was
exposed, The Regimental Commander stated that the Regimontal Heodquar-
tors Company Intolligenco & Roconnalssance (I&R) Platoon would bo scnt
to £111 the gop.
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The lst Battel ion radiced at 2010 houra that & small clsaring
around its position would be marked with a row of white end, if pos-
Sible, some yellow smoke at 0745 hours, Ratlons, emmunition, cigar-
ettes, and medical suvnlies were requested to be dropped in such =
manner that the enemy would not be aware of.the poslition and predica-
ment of the isolated forces., The battalion also inquired as to wheth
or not anything hed been heard from its patrol, The Regimental Com-
mander replied thet nothing had been heard from the patrol but suppli
would be sent and smoke was to be sent up when the plane appeared,

At 2145 hours the Division Commander advised that the remaining
elements of the f442d Infantry would pass through the 1hlst Infantry
on 27 October in an effort to gain contact with the 1st Battalion,
The kegimental Commander edvised him of & plan to concentrate on the
enemy northeast of BIFFONTAINE with ertillery, morsars, rocket laune
chers and rifle grenndes as 1t wag belisved this ground was the key t«
& goodly portion of the ridge. The 1st Battel ion eip drop was sched-
uled for 1100 hours., The Division Commander aomroved of thig plan,
At 2240 hours the Division Commander was advised that the 3d Battallor
had but one medium tank left--two heving besn knocked out, Two ¢om=-
vanles of 100 men each were a5timated to ve in front of the 3d Batta-
lion supported by eight machine guns,

The Assistant Division Commender notified the Regimentd Comman-
der st 2350 hours that Company "F" would be reliesved by one company
of the 442d Infantry which would attack snd take the nose of ground
to 1ts front southwest of DEVANT L& FEYS., The 1318t and 5524 Field
Artillery battelions were to be in direct support, Officer guldes
from Companles "I", "xv, "L, "EY and "G" were to Teport to the regi-
mental commend post of the 4424 Infantry at 0300 hours on 27 October
to act s guides, The lst Bettalion Commander wes to remain forward
and take over commend of the lsgt Battalion whenever i% is rescued or
contacted, The L424 Infantry was to atteck gt 1000 hours on 27 Octo-

The Regimental Commander Suggested to the Division Commander at
0850 hours that ths 1Llst Infantry stay in 1its Dresent position to
protect the 4424 Infantry in its attack., The 24 and 3d Batta ions
were ordersd to be prepared to resume the ettnck with the 4424 Infan-
try if it beoome necessary,

The 1lst Battrlion rediced ot 0915 hours thot five men from 1its
combat patrol had returned with one vrisoner, The remaining members
of the patrol hed been captured in an ensmy ambush, An enomy patrol
supported by mochine guns attempted to nenetrate the 1lgt Bettalion
position from the south but was repulsed,
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The 100th Battallon, 4424 Infantry, was scheduled $o atteck
through Companies "F" and "G" to the east while the regimental 3d Dect-
tallion attempted to outflank enemy positions and attack from the north
The lilst Infantry wes to sct 83 a2 holding foree and furnish & base
of fire for the L4424 Infantry. .

The attack of the 34 Battellon, 1418t Infantry, end 100tk Bat-
talion, 4424 Infentry, was delayed due to friendly artillery falling
short and lending in the vicinity of both battalion commend vosts,
At 1053 hours the attack wes able to begin,

At 1145 hours Divlsion wes asked for information on the drooping
of supnlies to the lst Batteiion, The Division G-3 stated that planes
had circled the area for some time but due to heevy ground fog they
could not make the drop. The planes returned to thelr bese but will
stert again a3 soon as vialvility permits, This information was
radioced to the lat Battmlion,

All rifle companies of the 34 Battanllon were engaged with the
snemy., Company "K' reported seeing the 4424 Infantry advencing on
the right (south) but the 34 Battalion of the 4423 InTantry was not
up with Companles "K" and "L" at 1220 hours,

At 1400 hours the Division Commander notified regiment that base
rrojectlile shells lomded with medical supplies would be fired from
105 mm and 155 mm guns at 1700 hours to the 1lst Battelion., The lst
Battellon was notified of this plen by radio., The Diviaion G-4 ad-
vised at 1500 hours that from twelve to fourteen P-4L7 aireraft were
standing by to drop supnlies if the weather cleared, Also, 100
rounds of artillery shells had been filled with medical supnlies end
were to be Ffired over the lst Battalion area in the seme manner es
vropaganda learllets, Shells were to contein sufficient exmwlosives
0 crack them open.

Company "K” recelved an epnemy counter-attack et 1520 hours, sup~
vorted by a tank end wes forced to withdrew severnl hundred yerds to
higher ground., Company "I" end Company "L" wers sent to the vicinity
of Company "K" &s added strength to repel the attack, Four enemy
tanks were in front of Company "X", Li2d4 Infantry, of which one was
knooked out in addition to &n armored half-treck, The 3d Batteslion
was ordered to place unobserved fire on the tenks attacking Company
"K", Company "I" was receiving artillery fire at 1615 hours coming
from the east and southeast, At 1642 hours the Regimentol Commender
ordered the 3d Battallon Commander to send a strong combut patrol to
the nose of the hill to determine the location of enemy forces. In
the meentime the 34 Bettmlion wes to protect the left Plank of the
100th Battallon, L4424 Infantry.
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The 24 Battnlion companics werc citgaged in n fire fight nt 172
hours. 7Tho rocd botwecn Companies "F" and’ "G" ‘was cut by hcavy cnuw
swall arms firc. The Division Commonder adviscd ot 1750 hours that .i
regiment would be attoched to the 442d Infontry Regimcnt tomporarily.

At 1800 hours the Exccutive Officer of the 1st Bettalien wog
placed in charge of the battalion by ordcr of the Roglmental Commandcr

The Division Commandor notified thn Regimental Commander ot 1826
hours that he wanted active patrolling during the night and an attack
at 0630 hours on 28 October.

The lst Battalion radiced ot 1825 hours thaot it could no longor
ad just artillery for suppiles but would continue in the morning, It
ingquired if aireraft would be used in the morning and reguested the
dlsposition of Triendly troops. The message ended with the words,
"morale highv,

The Reglmental 5-3 roplied to the 1st Battnlion message thot aip-
eraf't would be used the next day and friendly forces wors approximatel:
1000 yards to the northwcst., Ho asked what the condition of the men
was, if the troops hed secured water and how many litter consecs were at
hand. The 1st Battalion Tepliod ot 2015 hours that the men wero waalk;
holnzone tablets for purifying water werc necded; nine medierl litteor
co3es wore on hond; four men had boon killed and 53 mern worce missing
from the combat patrol scnt ocut to contuet friendly forccs to the weat,

Company "F" reported enemy rocket firs coming from LE COURS Moun-
tain socuth of BIFFONTAINE during the night of 27-28 Getober,

At 0751 hours on 28 Oetobor, the 2d Battelieon Commender roported
that the 100th Battolion, s42d Infantry, wosg bypassing onemy rosistance
and was moving to the loft {nerth) of the 1st Battalion trall, The
Rogimentol Commandor ordered the 24 Battalion to clean up this resige-
tanece ond kesp moving. The 24 Battalion Commander wanted to know what
roserve existed in the event of an snemy counter-ctteck and wos told
that regiment would try to send a reserve in such on gvent, Ths 34
Battallon wos also ordercd to keep mwoving ond maintain close contact
with the 100th Battalion if at all pessible, The Commanding Officer
of the 4424 Infantry requestcd thot the 34 Bottalion attock the hill
in front of Company "K* at 0900 hours in conjunction with an cttack by
the 4424 Infantry, This was arranged with the 34 Battelion,

At 0855 hours the 24 Battalion Commandor adviscd that he was tok-
ing over command of Company "G" and moving out for tho attack, An

officer from the 24 Battallon, 4424 Infontry, was toking charge of the
rogimental Company "F" and Company "F", 4424 Infentry, for the attack,
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The 131st Field Artillery sdvised at 0911 hours that the lsi . .-
tellon hod redioed that it hoad o marker twenty-five Toct long on tra
Torword glope of the hill facing west for the air aupply missajon., T©.7.
informatlon was passed on to the Division G-3 who stated that the
plones were in the alr at the present time nnd would gtoy up until the
ground could be seen sufficiently woll to cffect o drop. At 1005 hours
the lst Bottalien radioed that the plones hod dropped supplies near
the right place., fThis information wns passed on to Division with the
request that the airfield be notified immedictely. The Division g-3
advised at 1040 hours that the first two planes had dropped supplies,
Two plones ot o time with o cub ortillery plone weres to be sent when
there was an open spot in the clouds and drop gupplics until ten planes
had fulfilled the mission., The 1st Battalion rndiocd ot 1045 hours
that it could see the bundles but could not get to them g they wera
too for away from the crest of the hill for safety fuctors., It was
requested that subscquent plaones drop supplies closer to the crest of
the hill. This information wos given to Division and subsequently to
the nirfield., The lst Battalion finclly statcd thet it oould not recch
any of the supplies. By this time, however, bnd weathor had grounded
the plones, At 1210 hours the lst Bettolion radioed, "Weather is clecar
now, Plcase do something." The Division G-2 ndviscd that plancs wore
in the air at the present timo carrying food, supplios, ond batteriea,

The Regimental 8-3 reguested an air mission ageinst LE COURS MONT,
bombing the northwest and scuthenst slopes and gtraling tho valley
from IVOUX to CORCIEUX.

Two battalions of theo 4424 Infontry and the 24 ond 34 Bottalions,
1418t Infantry, were to attack ogein at 1445 hours after o bricf reagwe
plte to recrgnnize,

Fog closed in ogain and o message was sont to the lst Battalion
28 to whether or not they had received supplies as the last drop had
becn made by RADAR oand the nirplanes wonted to know the regult, Visi-
bility during the drop had been vory bad, The lst Battalicn replied
that it still had not recsived the supplles and requested the planes
to fly lower. Division cdvisca nc 31550 hours that two planes were
s8till trying to locate the lst Fansalilen,

At 1620 hours the Divisior ¢emrouder notified the Division Chief
of Staff at the regimcntal command pest that the 3d Battnlion wag to
crawl and run forward as thnt wos the only woy t0 get tho enemy to
move back, The Battclicn and compony commanders were to got up front
ond drive the compenies forward,

At 1640 hours the lst Battnlion rodioced that the last plans drop
hed becn successful and requested thot they kecp coming. They also
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revorted that the shalls loaded with supniies‘being Tired to them -
been successful, Division was Immediately notified of the results.

The Division Commoander odvised at 1650 hours thet the Division
Chisf of Staff, Colonsl CHARL:S H. OWENS, 06957, or Tacomz, Washing-
ton, had been deslgnated as Commander of the 14L1st Infantry Regiment.

At 1740 hours the 24 Battalion advised thot Company "G" and tle
100tn B&ttalion, 4424 Infantry, wers moving forward with Compeny wgn
in contact with the ensmy,

The lst Battalion redioced at 1820 hours, "Alrcraft and crtillery
did wondarful Job. HAvery man thankg every Sunrey (Ccmmﬂnding Gfficer
from the bottom of heart. v

At 1835 hours the lgt Battalion radioced that it needed bandages,
Sulfedinzine, znd adhesive tape for addéitional cosunlties, One man
hed just died., 4t 1900 hours the 18t Bettalion recussted that artil-
lery not be fired until morning, The Division Commendsr wasg advised
of this reguest,

By 2015 hours the 3d Battallon wes approximetely 1200 vards
northwest of the lst Bottelion end in contret with the 100th Betta~
lion, 442d Infantry,

The Division G-i was notified at 2030 hours that Bupnlles for the
lst Battallon were to be reveated with priority on mediecs] supplies,
batteries, food and amrnunition, Tha artillery wes to shoot medicnl
supnlies and D-ration chocolate bars,

ber, The 2d Battelion was to meke a deploying attack around the left
flank on e very limited Scale while the 134 Battalion moved to the
aortheast, Two companies were to attack abreast,

The 1st Battalion radioced at 2227 hours that 1t Hond received only
rations~-nothing elsec had been found as yat, Vater wans availablie,
The bettalion hoped to sse additionsl airoraft an 29 October, Tha

The 2d and 3d Battalions began their ettack on the morning of
29 Cectober on Scheduls, The 3
At 0918 hours the Regimental Comuender sdvised the Division Commandor
that the attack could not move down the treil as desired, Instesd
the atteck hed moved to the left flenk to the high ridge and thence
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east down the treil., Movement wa3 cross-country and was consequer -
slow, Neither Company "I" nor "L" had contccted the enemy, The .J
Battalion, 442& Infantry, wes on the 34 Bettelion risht flenk, and
contect was being mede, Tho 34 Battelion wes oroceeding due east to
the high ground on Hill 612 (348590, Sheet 36/18), and thence south
towerds the 1st Bettalion,

At 1020 nours the Regimentel Commender redioed the lat Bettelion
that friendly units wers vprogressing toward it setisfectorily and
hoped to contaet 1t soon., The bettalion was inotructed to bury the
deed and mark woll the erea, Friendly eircreft wes dus at 1015 hours.
At 1105 hours the lst Battellon revlied thot the cirereft hed done a
good job of dropping supnlies but it had not reccived any 610 redio
batterles for its radio,

The 4424 Infantry advised et 1125 hours that it hed advanced 500
yvards from its position of yesterdoy, Its Companies "D" and "¥" were
in contect with the enemy. The roed to its Compeny "G" wns subjected
to enemy small arma fire at the present time,

The 34 Battslion elso ran into enemy oprosition, but Company "xv
was detailed to dlear it up snd Companies "I'" mpd "L" continued to
push to the east,

The 1st Battalion radioed at 1210 hours that it hed received suf-
ficlent supplies wlth the exception of radio batteries and halazons
tablets for purifylng water. Division was notified of these sddition-
al requirements.

The 2d Battelion notified the Regimente)l S-3 at 1235 hours that
one of 1ts supporting tenks had hit en Itaeliasn hox-tyne mine cnd there
were tweniy or more S-mines in the arse,  Two enemy machine guns with
ten dead Germens were found neerby, Units could not move forward until
the road wee swept and an urgent reouest was mede for Engineers to be
brought forward, At 1305 hours ell thre~ rifle commcnies of the 2d
Battelion were engaged in fire fights wlth the enemy in the vicinity
of DEVANT LE FEYS. Companies "I" end "L" elso continued to meet enemy
resistence,

At 1450 hours the Division Commsnder sent o messege to the 1lst
Battallon to the effect that the 4424 Infantry was pushing down the
trall sporoximately 700 yords from the 1lst Buttclion., The Battelion
was to stert vcetrols out %o conteet this force along ths troil, IT
the enemy attempted to interfers, they were to attack on the Cermea
rear flank, The lat Battelion replied a2t 1515 hours that it had
raceivad 3000 rounds of M-l rifle ammunition and BOO rounds of cerbine
emmunition, A patrol would necessitcte o lerge force of men which was
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imposaible to spare dus to German counter-attacks and patrols, 4~
too many of the men had bad feet as a resuly of constant exposure :
warrant such an operation,

The Division Commander informed the 2d Battalion Commander at 1/4;
hours that the 1434 Infantry had been ordered to move east and take
over the 24 Battalion area, 'The Battallon would move toc the northeast
and hold an area of approximately 1000 yard frontage [31658L to 329578
Sheet 35/18 ms the right flank and 322589, Sheet 35/18 to 335593,
Sheet 36/18, as the left flank) with one company, The remainder of th
btatialion was to be held in reserve in the event of a counter-atiack.
The Division Commander then informed the 3d Battalion Commander that i
was satlsfactory to send one compmny ta clear 14 CRUISETTE (333586,
Sheat 36/18) and keep the remainder of the battalion in 1ts proximity,
The regiment was to take the high ground east of LA CROISETTE and if
hecessary attack the high ground from east to west, The 4424 Infaniry
had two battalions in the viclnity of LA OROISETTE in heavy fighting
with the enemy. The 3d Battalion was instructed to contact the L42d
Infantry and coordinate offorts in another attack,

At 1645 hours the lst Battalion radioed that it had =ent a con-
tact patrol out along the trall, but i% had run into mines near the
designated contast point,

The Division Commsnder notified the Regimental Commander at 1745
hours that the 1lilas Infantry and the 4424 Infantry would continue
attacking on 30 Cetober with the same plan ussd on 29 Qoiober, The
troops were to mansuvsr around the road blocks and plear them out,
The 2d Battalion, 4424 Infantry, had the misslon of clearing their
present area ond proteeting the rear and left Division flank, The
1lilst Infantry was to begin its attack at 0800 hours and the 4424
Infaniry was to start attacking at 0900 hours on 30 Qctober,

The Regimental Commander Instructed the 3d Battelion Commander
to break contact with the 4424 Infantry in the morning anmd 20 cuat
along the trail from LA CROISETTE to the vielnlty of Hill 612 (346584,
Sheet 36/18} end then move southeast elong the trail toward the lst
Battalion,

The 1lst Bettalion radioced at 2047 hours that it hed suppliss for
three days but no halazone tablets, Three prisoners stated that the
Germans were going Iinto position two kilometers northeast of the bate
talion's position, The enemy had artillery, mortar, four machine
guns, and elght machine plstols, but was low on ammunition, A re-
quest for socks and foot powder was made, The Division G-4 stated
that 700 pairs of socks ard 100 cans of foot powder would be dropped
on 30 October,
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At 0B15 hours on 30 October, the Division G-3 radioed to LM
Battalion to be preparsd to attack back along the trall and come o~
the air sgain at 0930 hours for further instructlions, If the ba:tc-
lion had new radio batteries, it was to check in every fifteen minviu:
after 0O00 hours. The 1st Batizlion inguired eg to whether a streng
patrol of the main force of the battalion was to be uscd, It clso in-
quired ns o what to do with its disobled mon and stated that German
patrols wore harassing its pesition, The Roginertal 5-3 advised thoa
to remein in position and awalt furiher ordcers.

At 0932 hours the 24 Ratiulion wae adviscd that it would go into
an ossembly area south of GEEBEFOSSE as soon as the 143d Infantry took
over its mrea, Howovar, the battnlion was to ps prepared to continuo
tho attack with the 33 Bettalion on shert noticc., Both the 34 Batta-
lion cnd the 4424 Infantry rcported no resistance as they bogan their
attacks,

The Division Cemmander was notified of the situation of the lat
Battaelion and was ndvised that 1f the lat Bottalion was to advance, 1t
meant splitting thoir force and if a strong Gorman patrol was encoun-
tered, it might result in their being wiped out completely. The Divi-
slon Cormendeér stated that the lst Battolion was to leave a detachment
of its weapons platoon to protect the easusltics and be preparcd to
nttack back aleng its original route op the northenst sidc of the road
80 as to contact the 3d Battalion, 442d Infantry. It was to mttack
toward Hill 645 (342578, Sheet 36/18) from the cast, Tho lst Battellor
was to remoin in position until it was glven the time and diresctlion for
the attock.

The l1lst Battalion requested at 1022 hours that the Alr Corps not
be sent over during the dny os the dropping of supplies was giving awny
its pesition,

At 1047 hours the oncmy bcgan smoking the cntirce valley to tho
east and south of BIFFONTAINE. Artillery units rushed to reglster in
defensive firea. The lst Battalion called for a fire mission from the
131st Field Artillery at 1114 hours which indicated tho smoking of the
valloy wos a cover for tho Gormans to attack the 1lst Battalion.

At 1120 hours the lst Battelion radiocd thet it woas not trying to
bog off from orders issued, but its situntion was worsse. It had
twenty-two litter caoses, eleven tronch foot coses, ten wolking woundad
ond necded tronsportation, Erfficlency was low, Enemy potroels wors
active on its flank and front with cutomatic weapons, Minos covercd
the rouse over which 1t wes ordercd to proceed cnd Enginccrs weroe re-
quired to clcar tho mines,
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The 14 Battalion Tevortad et 1326 hours thet 1tg Torward elem-

-

were Tscolving tank Tire, but™ne other oprosition, 1% continued g

At 1135 houras the Diviesion Commander ordered the 1st Bettalion
to send g patrol northwest ag units werg coming through ta relieve it
B8 fast ag Possibic, Thg L1224 Infantry was one mnd ne-gquarter mijes
away, Lo

The 13 ¢+ Fiela Artillery hag fired twp missions for tha lst Bat
telion by 1250 kours, ons of Which dispersed a forecas pr thirty sttack
ing Germens,

Gompany "G, LLzd Inrantry, Wa3 Stopped by a Gorman countar-
attack at 1345 hours end its Comp&ny "ET was alsg engaged with the
Bnemy, The 1),04 Infantry was worrieq about itg right flank., The 2d
Batitnliop Commander Was ordered tg Teconnoiter the arza in ths vieinit
of LA CROISETTE for » proteeting line,

The lat end 3d Battalions, L4.24 InfantrV, and the rerimental 3a
Hattal {on sontinued to advance through thae BOI3 pm HOUSSIIRE, Ag the
1434 Infantry Telleved the units of the 29 Egttalion, the battelion
was vlaced in the vieinity of 14 CROISETTE, The 1st Bettelion asksq
a8t 1535 hours what the sltuetiop WaS., Thev weps Informeq that the
attack was brogresaing satisfactorily.

At 1555 hours the L424 Infantry 2dvised thgt 1t hagd cleared il
6580 (3&2578, Sheet 26/18) end wng moving Southcast,

to move Southeast, a¢ 1707 hourg the Divisigp Commander grrived nt
the commang POSt und stated that the ing Bettalion wounded sheoulg be
gotten out during the night rnd the Temaindsr of the battulion moved
in the morning, :
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ot 1740 hours and the rifle companics moved to the vieinity of LA
CROISETTE, Compony "EY covered o frontcge of 800 yards which includ.w
three trails, The 3d Battoclion wes instruotcd to send a patrol back
to LA CROISETTE from its position over the trail it had traversed to
check any enomy infiltration, ; .

The Division Commander ordcerced the Regimental Commander at 1800
hours to hold his positions for the night. The 2d Battalion, 4424
Infantry, wos attached to the rcogiment, Patrols were to be sent out
on 31 October, in an effort to lecate cnemy positions. The bottalions
worc to maoke a report durlng the night of any known encmy positions to
thelr front or in the roor, The 1st Boitollon wounded werc to be
teken to BRUYZRES as gulekly as possible to be cheeked over,

The Reglmental Commander and the Commending Officer, 442d Infan-
try, made arrangemconts to continue cleering the FORET DOMANIALE DE
CHAMP of tho sncmy.

Befors the lst Battalion wounded could be evacunted, darknecss
fell ond, with a delay in cleoring mincs from the road, orrangements
were made to complete the ¢vecuotion in the morning.

The Division G~4 ndviscd ot 2230 hours thnt no further nllocation
of Bl mm mortar ammunition would be mnde to the 1ilst Infantry Tor an
indefinito period, All oxpenditures of this typo of ammunition would
be restricted to emergency rcquircements,

The Reglimental Commonder informed the Division Commander at 0812
hours that the night hnd possed quictly oxecpt for light artillery
fire, The 1st Battolion wos belng evacuated over tho routc of the 24
Battolion, L42d Infantry. Other units of the 4424 Infantry were son-
ding puotrols ond lnying wirc to the 7th Infantry, 3@ Infantry Division,
on the regimont's north flank. The Division Commondor stated thoe
regimcnt would hold its present position until the 24 Battallom, L424
Infantry, could rclicve the 24 Bottalion, 141st Infaniry,. When this
wag accomplished the 24 Battalion was to move into an assembly arca,

The 3d Battalion encountercd cnemy opposition in the BOIS DE IA
HOUSSIERE (340583, Sheet 36/18) ot 0845 hours and proparcd to clear it
up. The 442d Infontry proporcd to move to the high ground south of
ths former 1lst Bottolion pesition but wos worrisd about its porthern
flonk. The Reglmental 3-3 assurcd the LL24 Infoantry that the 3d Bat-
talion waa attocking this high ground and would protect tho L4424 In-
fentry flank.

The 3d Battallon continued to advonce with Componies "IM and "LV
in contoct with tho enemy. Tank support was roquested for thia forcco.
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Company "gn moving down the trail to cstablish o road block, rar ..
ellemy opposition, Company "E" also cncountercd encmy in tho vied.ot -
of one of ths road block positions and deployed to clear them out.

At 1320 hours the Division G-3 ordered the 24 Bubtalion, Li2d In
Tantry to send patrols toward the road the 7th Intantry Regiment was
working on, which lay 1000 yards north of the regimental scctor, The
2d Battalion, 4424 Infantry, was to put in road blocks on all trails
leading from the 7th Infantry rosd to ths southwest along the Divisior
boundary until the 7th Infantry passed by them, Then, the road block:s
could be pulled out,

A% 1350 hours the Regimental Commander advised the Assistant
Division Commander that Company “E" had sncountergd anemy opposition,
If the regiment attacked, it would have only a platoon on Hill 617,
Due %0 the lntgness of preparing Tor an attack, it would he preferable
to walt until 1 November., The L4424 Infantry was sending a ten man
peirol with a forward artillery obsecrver to put artillery fire on ths
enemy. Only one and ong-half companies werc capabls of making an
attack and that force comeitted lerves the loft flank protected only
by one platoon and two road blocks,

All threg rifle companies of the 3d Battalion were cngaged with
the enemy in the northern part of tho BOIS DE La HOU3SIERE. Four tank
were sent to the support of the battalion in addition to Enginsors,

At 1712 hours Company “"E", L42d Infantry, mede contact with the
34 Battalion, 7th Infantry, ond cstablishog tolephons communication
with that unft.

The Regimental Commander advised tho Division Commonder at 175G
hours that the Germans wore between Company vF" ang the 24 Battalion,
4424 Infantry, Plang wers being Pormulated to cloar them from this
Area on the morning of i Novembsar,

The 3d Battnlion rlanned to place mortar firc on enemy positions
for two hours and then attuck, If the enemy remained in position,
the mortar fircs would be repeated, The 2d Battalion a8lso planncd to
Tire mortars throughout the night, The 34 Battalion wos instructed
to use rifle grenadces agninst uncmy positions as much as possible duc
to tho shortage of mortar ammunition, After the 3d Battnllen bogan
its attack, it roccived considerable cnemy artillery firc,

The 1st Battnlion cloged into a bivouno arca in the vieinity of
LEPANGES for rest ana training of replacements,

The Division G~3 adviscd regiment thet an enemy soboteour wons cx-
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pected to try and make his way through the. lines during the nighv .
following morning. A complete description of the men was given aja
instructions were issued that if he should be apprehended, he was to
be evacunted immediately.

The month of Ootober closed on a gruelling cempaeign, The 1lst
Battalion had become renowned &3 the "Lost Battslion" of World War
II. The efforts of the remaining regimental units end those of the
L42d Infantry Regiment in fighting through the dense woods of the
FORET DOMANIALZ DE CHAMP to rescue the 1st Battalion were truly
hercic, Many casualties ceccurred and all regimentel units fought on
with greatly depleted fighting Strength, The weather was for the
most part cold with a great deal of rain, Ground fogs hampered all
attack opsrations. Notwithstending all terrein and westher difficul-
tles, the regiment had inflicted serious losses on snemy forces and
contributed to driving the Germans back to the RHINE River,

W mm me s mm e s e e e e mm e e e e ik e mek e e oe e

TP Yo Sy e g

FEMRFIE S AT THl NATEINA At



Fighting strongth on the line of the three battallons in o131 ..
end enlistcd men during the month of Oetober 1944 i3 na follows:

lst Bn 2da Bn 3d Bn

Off's BM Orf's. EM Offta EM

1 October - - - 20 693 267 7L 24 69,

2 " w - - 20 64,3 26 721 25 667

3 " - - - 20 681 27 683 26 630

4 " - == 19 350 28 671 24 603

5 n - -« 19 652 28 627 23 553

& " - -~ 19 606 27 615 23 590

7 " ~ = - 18 604 27 619 23 591

g - -~ 16 3588 26 579 21 534

9 n - - 17 580 25 598 21 513

10 " -~ - 14 539 26 539 21 502
11 " “ - - 15 541 25 538 21 509
12 " - - 16 542 25 532 16 510
13 1 - - 15 537 24 550 19 513
14 " - == 16 531 27 544, 19 517
15 " - - 16 520 26 513 19 506
156 u “ == 16 504 25 530 20 498
17 u - - - 16 499 2l 516 20 539
18 " ~ =~ 18 480 24 475 20 523
19 " - - - 18 627 25 L8Y 20 325
20 " - -~ 18 587 24, IN:: 20 630
2L 0w -~~~ 16 578 2L 432 ig 617
22 # - -« 15 560 26 500 ig 626
23 " - - - 16 560 26 602 18 602
21 " - - 16 551 26 501, 18 510
22 " -~ - 15 5§ . 28 563 17 526
26 - -~ 15 542 26 L98 17 495
z7 u - - 16 551 26 L75 17 470
28 i - -~ 15 550 20 475 17 L51
29 " - -~ 15 553 2L L70 17 L2
30 " ~ = - 17 471 23 457 30 438
31 Cetober - - - 30 491 28 453 26 428

Six hundred twenty-threa conlistod men and thirty-threc {33) off'i-
Cer reploccmonts were received during the month of Qctobar 431 cnlist-
ed men on 15 October, 152 enlisted men ang 33 officers on 2 October,
and 40 cnlisted mon on 29 October). Fourtecn {14} enlisted men werc
cormissioned 24 Licutcnants from the ranks of thg regiment during the
month., OFf the enlistcd mon replacoments sixty-ong {61} per cent wore
riflemen, twelve (12) per cent light and heavy machine gunnars, nine
{9) per cent automatic riflemen with the Tempinder divided botween
morter gunners, antitank gunners, field linemcn, pioncors, medical
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technicians and ammunition bearcrs, (0f tho riflemecn ninc {9} per :aut
wore heavy machine gumners substituted for rificmen, )

All replacements wore roceived in excellent physicel condition,
well equipped and falrly well trained in baglc .arms, Tho gyatcm do-
visod by the regimental commander by which replacomonts Jolned their
companics during “reath periods proved sound, since it 8aVG nNow men o
chance to becoms fomiliar with their officers and non-commisgsioncd of-
Ticoras,

The practice of substituting :wiching gunncrs for riflcmen proved
unsound and resulted in o nunoer of AWOL's, Such mcn, when returncd
to duty, stated they werc unsurc of themselves and they hnd not had
sufficignt training as rifloncn,

Casunltics among replacements, as usual, averaged epproximntely
ten (10} per cont higher than among the cxpericneed troops,

Age of replaccmonte averaged 23 with the majority betwecn 20 and
30. Replaccments over 30 (with a fow over 35) continued to be receive
ed~--these men are practicelly uscless in the Infantry,

.-—n--._..._-....---.-.—-.—m_...........__.-...-.—_—_..-.-..—a

German prisoncrs of war takon by the regiment during the month o
October 1944 are listed by days ss follows:

1l October - ¢ 11 October - 1 21 Qetober - 4

2 " L 12 n - 0 22 om - 0

3 1] - 8 13 " - 20 23 1 - 3

L " -7 14 it - 3 2L n - 0

g i - 7 15 1 - 0 25 " - 3

ft - 3 15 " - 3 26 ) - 0

7 n - 1 17 1 - 0 27 u - 0

a8 " - LO 18 n - 15 28 u - 2

9 T} - 12 19 it - L 29 |13 - 18

10 Oetober - L 20 Octoder - 2 30 " - 10

.,,__..._.................._.,__._.._.._..__.,,._,,.,____,,,,._..._.._.

One hundred and ten (110) Germans wers kmown to be killed during
the month of October, Tho number of ndditional killed and wounded can- -
not be estimatod,. However, rcports from prisoners tukun indicatcd that
the number was very high with the great majority of casualties causcd
by artillery fire.
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Encmy war matoriel captured and destroyed during the mant: oo
October 1944, wes tabulated as follows:

Self-propellod BUl8.40a.diia.a 5

88rmm Guns.................... 3

75mm Guns (harsc~drawn)..,.;. 5.

Tonk, Mark IV oeees v il 2

Half-track, rmersd .eein.., 1

2

Machine Guns..,..,.m.....,...
Ammunition Dump...,.....dﬂ... 1

The above Pigures ineluny amly kaown capiirad and destroycd GHCmy

materiel, No sgtimate can ba accufately made of additional CREmy mge
teriel destroyed or disnbled.

.-.....a...___.......-..__.....--..._-.-.-_._...._..-......._......_._-.-u—-

Report or Operations writton by

Robad B Mg lon e

M/SGT ROBERT D, DIETERLE, 16062508
Service Company, 1hlst Infantry
Regimentol Scrgeant Major
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HEADQUARTERS 141ST INFANTRY REGIMENT
APO # 36, U, S, ARMY

24 Decembar 1944

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Hegimentel History for November 1944 and
Coneluslions of Operations

Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division, AFO #36,
U, 8. Army

T0

1, Tneclosed is the history of the 1l,hlmt Infantry Regiment sover-
ing operations in Franse during November 1GiLk.

2," The following conolusions, based upon operations during
Hovember, are madse: :

a8, Flak wagons have been used to good advantagse in firing on
ground targets when not engaged in anti-aireraft missions, In heavily
wooded aress, they were attached to battallons and added a great weight
of Tire at erueial moments 1n ettacks on dug in poslitions and in inter-
dicting routes of approach to poalitions,

b, In several instances the Germans were found to have buried
two hundred pound aerial bombs with time devices to crater roads or
destroy large buildings, One such mine contained seven (7) two hune
dred pound bomb2 and was six feot (6') deep nnd sovhred by four feet
{4'}) of rock, Civilian information was accurate ant timely in most
instances to slleow enginesers the opportunity to disarm such demolitions,

¢, On several gccasions whers our advance had been swift but
suddenly slowed down by strong resistance, hostile artillery positions
were falrly accurately located, aven in rough mountainous terrain, by
azimuth directions of sound, Counter bettery fires st such times were
successful to a marked dsgree in subduing hostils fires,

d., On one occaslon, two of our compeniss attasked a system
of trenches and bunkers, located on cormanding ground, at night, They
suoceeded in driving the ensmy out but at daylight found that enemy
machine guns, dug in for just such situations, plsced enfilsde fire on
the main portion of the trenches and mortars were accurately regis-
tersd on the position, The obvious lesson is the old gne-<by-pess the
hostile positions and dig In on the further side,

-2 -
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locations for outguards in an isolated reglon where shelter waa vary
This dlgposition

permitted a strong German Combat Patrol to infiltrate in the arsasg

not covered by the outpost, A tenk destroyer unit placed its vehiclaer
tlose to the house where troops had Sought shelter and saveral tanks
congregated there as well, 4 strong hostile patrol closed in at night
with bazookes and succesded In knocking out seversl vehicles as well
838 Betting fire to-the house, Proper contect with edjacent units and
correct outposting, despite the very cold conditions, would have saved

most or all of this loss,
%@ %% OWENS '

Colonel, 1lhlst Infantry
CoMMANDING
6 Incls:
#1 - Narrative (6)

2 - Cagualty Report {6}

3 - Officer Roster (6)

4 - Awards & Decorations Roster (6)
iﬁ - *Regimentel Journal {1
6 - M™aps (1)

i

* Mg accompany original to Army Historical Seotion, Washington, b, ¢,
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OFERATIONS IN FRANCE
NOVEMBER 19L%4
141ST INFANTRY REGIMENT

The month of November began with the rogiment still Tighting in
the FORET DOMANIAIE DE CHAMP against extremsly stubborn German rasise
tance, ' The regimental command post was located in two achalons--the
Torward echelon at GREBEFOSSE (314608, Sheet 35/17) and the rear eche-
lon at MACHIEFOUR (287595, Sheet 35/18), The lst Battalion, after
having been released from its isolation north of IA HOUSSIERE (346554,
Sheet 36/18) was bivoumced in DEYCIMONT (194528, Sheet 35/18) while
both ths 24 and 34 Buttalions wers sngaged with the enemy in the dense
woods of the FORET DOMANIALE DE CHAMP, Both the regimentsl Cannon Com~
pany and Antitenk Company were supporting overations from BEIMONT SUR
BUTTANT (280589, Sheet 35/18) while the supply eschelons of Service Com-
vany were loceted in BRUYERES (24,5567, Sheet 35/18),

The night of 30 Dctober-~l Novembsr passed with comparative quiet,
No snemy contact was reported and only intermittsnt heraasing enemy
artillery fire was roported in the regimental aresa, The 23 Battallon
A42d Infentry, which was attached to the regiment, reported no contaot
with the 7th Infentry of the 3d Division on the regiment's northern
flenk and patrols wers sent out to attempt to meke e oconteot, Company
"F" was dirscting mortar firs on enemy positiona in front of the Regi-
mental Intelligence & Reconneissance {I&R) Platoon, The Germans ware
t0 be ettacked in this position, If the attack déid not succeed, the
T&R Platoon was to be used as a block to starve the Germans out while
the 34 Battalion went on to attack tho ridge 1line te the omst. The
Division Commander advissd the Regimental Commender, Colonel CHARIES H.
OWENS, 06957, of Tecome, Weshington, that e bettalion of the 1424 In-
fantry would relieve the regimentel 24 Battalion. The 24 Battalion
would then be put in & defensive position, The l1st Battalion was to
be ready to go baok into the lins on 2 November,

At 0920 hours on 1 November, the 24 Bettalion advised thet s heavy
mortar and artillexry concentration hed been pleced on German positions
on its front for ten minutes after which it 2nd the 24 Battallon, iLi24
Infantry, began their attack. Company 'E", 4424 Infantry, advanced
east without enccuntering opposition, Comvany "Fr, lhlst Iafaentry,
encountered opposition on its right fisnk and swung its left flank
around to establlsh contact with Company "E", 4424 Infantry, which was
moving south along the high ground adiccent to the road cutting through
the BOIS DE 1A HOUSSIERE cnd due west of Hi1il 612 {3.8588, Sheet 36/18),
By 1015 hours Company "F", which was southwest of Hill 612, was still
engaged in cleacning up enemy mechine gun and machine pistoi firs, An
enemy mine fleld was encountersd betwsen the position of Compeny "F®
end Hill 612, By 1045 hours Company "E", LL2d Infantry, hod encoun-
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tered enemy opposition, The Germans held positions between Company ";
lilst Infantry, end Company "Ew, 4124 Infantry, The 3d Battalion, at-
tacking north of the 24 Battniion ‘hod Company win six hundred yerds
forthwest of MARMOMOSSE (34,9608, Sheot 36/18) and Company "I" was in
the vallsy recaiving mortar ond small erms fire,- By 1115 heurs Com-
peny “F" had reasched H1ll 612 after Engineers had cleared a lane
through the mine fisld in front of the hill, Comveny "E", 4424 Infen-
try, continued to push south in an effort to contaect Company "F7, 1,1at
Infantry, which hsa alrendy orossed the drew to Hill 612, By 1219

Two tanks ware ordered forwsrd to aliminate enemy machine guns in rront
of the companias! positions,

The Division Commarder notifiasd the Regimentnl Commander at 1235
hours that one battalion of the 1iz2a Infentry would relieve the regi-
mentel 2d Battalion on the morning of 2 November, 'The ragimental lst
Battalion, in turn, wes to relisve a battalion of ths 1424 Infantry on
the Division Southsrn sector, The company commanders of thg lst Batta-
lion were to rasconnolter the positipns of the 24 Battalion, 1424 Infan-
try, during the afterncon of 1 November, so that they would know what
rositions to ocoupy,

Commander, Ma jor WALTER R, BRUYERE , IIT, 02264), or Montelair, New Jarw
sey, stated that he believed the Germans would follow closely any withe
drawal or troops and nothing would he gained, The Reglmental Commander

Torm & Block, Aftep darkness, the 34 Battalion aompanies would move
quietly--one man st s time éa

the slops of the hill and 50 im mortars would fire 811 through the
night, At daybreak the battalion would move South down the trail to
the vosition of the 100th Battelion Li2d Infantry, and return north
via a trai} leading from that pasition Thus, the snemy strong point
would be attacked from the rear, The ﬂegimantal Commander notifisq the

Company "Fn ansountered enemy machine gun fire in its attempt to
gain its obJective on Hi11 612, but advanceq doggedly forward until it
had reached the forward slope of the hill at 1530 hours, Tan dead Ger-
mens were found om the hill end prisoners ware taken., A company of the
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4424 Infantry was sent to relisve Compeny "F", which drew back to the
vioinity of LA CROISETTE (332587, Sheet 36/185 a3 s reserva forse in
the event the 442d Infantry received s counter-sttack,

During tha night of 12 November K the I&R Flatoon &nd Company "K"
werg relleved by the 2d Battalion, Ahﬁd Infantry, The remainder of the
Jd Battalion was relieved by Antitank Company and attached Englneers,
The Regimental Commender hed patrols from Antitank Company move sast as
raports had been recelved from prisonsrs that the Germans wers retreat-
ing. However, Antitank Company reported at 0B20 hours that its patrols
hed recelved mutometic weapons and antitank grenade fire,

The 24 Battalion was relieved by the 3d Battalion, 1424 Intfantry,
on the morning of 2 November, and moved to LEPANCES (208531, Shest

35/18},

The 3d Battallon moved sut on its attmek at 0900 hours but made
1ittle progress, The Division Commender advised at 1017 hours thet the
3d Battalion must be pushed; alsc that the rosd block of the L42d4 In-
fentry must be placed further south in the wvalley end all pookats of
resistance slearsd out eround Hill 612, The Regimental Commander made
plans for an ettack at 1400 hours by the 24 Bsttellon, 4424 Infantry,
In the ares Jjust northwest of the BOIS DE LA HOUSSIERE.

The 34 Battallion re-~grouped mnd began its attsok again at 1200
nours but was stopped by three enemy mechine guns, s&mall arma, and ar-
tilleTy fire, At 1720 hours, the Regimental Commander notified the
Division Commander that Company "K" was unable to get around the ens-
my's flank, The Regimental Commander stated that he was going to take
oommand of the battalion in the morning for another attaock, I this
attack failed, Khe requested thet the battalion be withdrewn from tha
line for & rest as it was seriously depleted in personnel snd the men
were extremely tired, Arrangements were made to use ohemical mortars
for & fifteen tec twoenty minute preparmtion before the attack,

The 2d Battalion, which had been ordered to relieve the 34 Batta-
lion, 7th Infantry, reported at 2025 hours that two compenies had besn
relieved but the third company would not be completely relisved until
the morning of 3 November,

The 24 Battaliom, 442d Infentry, continued to probe the floor of
the narrow valley along its front but reported thet the ground was
covered with impenetrable thickets, Also, its units were fired upon
by heavy ertillery and self-propelled guns end withdrew to the high
ground to the west,

At 0635 hours on the morning of 3 November, the Regimental Comman-~
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laved pending furthar instructions, At 0738 hours he mdvised that tac
24 Battalicn, hi2d Infentry, would taks over the 34 Battslion sector,
The I&R Platoon and Company "I" were to relieve’ tha 4424 Infantry Com-
rany "E" while Company K" relieved Company "F", k42d Infantry., The
34 Battalion was to leave Company "L" in a deployed position supported
by light mechine guns until relisved by eloments of the L5224 Infantry,
The remainder of the 34 Battalion movad to the vieinity of Regimental
Headquarters, The 24 Battalion was notifisd that the J& Battalion was
moving over to itg right flenk, The 24 Battalion, 44,24 Infantry, re-
verted to control of the 44,24 Infantry,

Two Germen planes strafed positions in the visinity of the reoar
Togimental commepgd Trest in MACHIEFOUR without causing eamunlties at
1535 houra,

At 1920 hours the Regimental Commander advised the Division Come
mander that all units of the 24 Battalion with the excention of' Company
"E" were In contaot with the snemy, Palrols werse to hae gent from the
battalion on 4 November to feel out énemy positions, The night of 3

large volums of harsssing artillery fire Toll within the regimental
Beotor, The Regimental Commander orderad the 3d Battolion Commandsr to
have Company "L" relieve Companisg "Iv apa VK", Patrols wers to be
sent out along the road, If & road block was encounterad, the patrols
wWere to leave it alone, If g rozd block was not ancountered, a hloek
was to be put in, The Antitank Company was to bs Tellersd by ona pla«
toon of Company LY, :

A force known as "Stack Force" wag organized from the 1st Batta-
llons of the 141set, 1424, and 143d Infantry Regiments, to proteot the
Southern Division sector. The Regimental Exeoutive Officer, Lt Colonel
DONALD £, MaoGRATH, 0260431, of New York, New York, and the Regimental
Inteiligence Officer, Major ROSWELL K, DOUGHTY, 0280726, or LoRoy, New
York, formed the staff of this foree undsyp Brigadisr General ROBERT I,
STACK, 07585, of Schenectady, New York, the 36th Division Agalztant
Commander, The Stack Force opened its oormand past at 1500 hours on
3 November et ST JEAN Dy MARCHE (216499, Sheet 35/18). Active patrole
ling wes ordersd on ell fronts by all units during the night of 3-4
November, The 1st Battalion wes ordered to send petrols into IR THOLY
(260341, Sheet 35/18), The Frenoh, who were attaoking east along the
Division's southern boundary, were doing very well, On the morning ot
4 November, Stanck Force was o make m fake attack supported by fireas
from the 155th, 131st, and 1324 Fiela Artillery Battaliona, fThe artil-
lsry bettalions were to aotually Support the French but their firas
would make it 8ppear an attack wag beling mede from the Divisional seg-
tor. Company "A" wag deslgnnted to meke a feint toward CHAMPBLAY

-7 -

e

FEEE) iy g T S0 ma 4y e



(259450, Shest 35/18) at 0810 hours on L Novembsr, while artlllery
fired on the road network east and north of IE THOLY. Company At s
to use smni) arms, mortar ond mechine gun firs to-make it appeer as
though & major effort was being mnds, 1If the company was successiyl
in Securing ¢ more advantegeous position thon it held, the new grounl

At 1325 hours on 4 November, the Division Commeander visited the
regimental copmend post and left lnstructions for the attock to be mede
on 5 Novembsr at 0800 hours, Company "G" wna to essist the 1L2d Infan-
try by furnishing a base of fire, Also, the regiment was to take over
three road bloeks from the 1424 Infentry with one compeny and a seotior
of mechine guns; At 0800 hours the roegiment was to fire artillsry,
merter, maohine gun and smell erms fire on known eneny positions snd ba
prepared to attafk on order,

At 1610 hours the Englneers advised that the Germans were infil-
trating back into the regimental sector end mining paths that had been
de-mined,

At O7L5 hours on 5 November, the 1424 Infantry advised that the
attack would bs late Jumping off and Tequested that all fires be held
until notification, At 0900 hours the 1424 Infentry notified Tregiment
that 1ts attack had Jumped off on time but did not pess the 1ine of
departure as early as expscted, The 24 Battelion, 1424 Infantry, was
200 yards east of MARMOMOSSE (334605, Sheet 36/175. end the 3d Battaw-
lion, 1428 Infantry, was closing in on Hill 699.(34561?, Sheet 36/17),
At 0945 hours Company "Fr, 15,24 Infentry, was moving through the posi~
tion ot Company "I" ~1L1st Infantry; elso, 1424 Infantry troopa ware
on Hill 699 but were receiving fire from the north and northesst, Tha
1424 Infantry advized that ites moin breparation would beglin at 1100
hours after which all supporting fires of the regiment were to begin,
The Division G-3 ndvised that as soon 23 the 2d Battalion, 142d Infan-
try, had passed through the 3d Battalion, elemsnts of the battalion
would be pulled back,

At 1150 hours both the 2d apd 34 Battalions Jumped off in their
attack in support of the 1424 Infantry, fPhe 24 Bettalion fired one
bundred rounds of mortar amnunition in supnort of ths LL2d Infantry
and, in turn, received mortar fire within its position, The regimental
Antftank Company wes recelving rifie Eror-de fire within its position
and the Regimental Commander dirscted that its 57 mm guns be fired to

Company “G" was not necded by the 1424 Infantry end wag withdrawn
from the lines to bivousa in LEPANGES, The 3d Battalion was held in
plece in the svent of a Germnn counter~attack, During the night of
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5-6 November, the usual heavy concentretions of German artillery nad
mortar fire fell within the regimentel ares,

On the Stack Forece front, oivllisns reported on the aftarnocn ot
4 November, thet REHAUPAL (253473, Sheet 35/18) was being evaouatad hy
the Germnns, Patrois were ordersd to enter both REHAURL and CHEAMTLPA
(270488, Sheet 35/18}, The 13t Battalion, 1hlst Infontry, wes crdarcd
to serd patrols into IE THOLY to contact the French and find out tasir
looatlons, Pntrels were to prube enery oosltiors throughout the nipght
Company "C' contacted French units and worked out mutval potrols with
them,

A% 1010 hours on 6 November, the Division Cemmander visited the
command post and wos informed that only Company "G" haod been relieved;
Whereupon, he contacted the Commanding Officer, 1424 Infantry, and se-
oured the relsase of Company "B" end all of Compeny "F" sxcept for one
platoon which wos to remain on 4 romd block, The Division Commonder
stated thot the 24 Battolicon should be prepered to re-snter the line
on the night of 7 November, to relleve the lst Battaliom, 1424 Infan-
try, in the Stack Force sector, The 2d Buttolion units moved into a
bivouvao area In LEPANGES,

The Reglimental Commander notified the 3d Bettnlion Commandsr at
1150 hours that his battailorn would attack early as the longer it
walted, the more difficult it would become to clecr the enemy from the
area, Patrols wers gent out %o cbserve snemy strong points,

In the SBtack Force ssctor, Compeny "C" continusd to make contaot
with the French, Both Company "A" and Company "B"™ were 1n physical
contoect with Germen forcas to thelr fromt, At 2130 hours on 5 Novem-
ber, General STAC: ordered the let Battanlion to take the ridge line in
Tront of its positlon, It wes to toke its time in doing so ond uss
Lots of supporting axrtillory. Company "C" reported that they belleved
Froannh forces had moved to LA FORGE (247,12, Shaet 35/18). Patrols
from Companles "AY, "B", and "O" all ran into enemy opposition on 6
November, Compeny “B" attempted to toke the high ground to its front,
but wes repulsed when the forward ertillery obsarver could not ses the
gnemy positicons. Tanks ware requested to nssist Company ¥B" on 7
HNovember in its geotor gvuth of PEHAURIL, Gens»al STACK was advised
thet the 24 Batiellon. l4ist Iafentry, would relieve the lst Battalion,
ih2d Infantry, on the nlght of 7--8 Novemdar, and issued orders for the
lst Baettalion, 1lhls® Infaniry, Commendsr to work out a plan of ottack
for the 2d Bettellon which might be used within the next three days,

At 0830 hours on 7 November, ths Division G-3 notifisd ths Regi-
nental 5«3, Major HERBERT E, EITT, O4LOL18B, of 3an Antonio, Texas, that
control of the southern sector would revert to the Commending Officex,
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141st Infantry, on 8 November, The regimentnl Antitank Compony and
Compeny "L" were to be relieved at 1200 hours, Meanwhile, the 34 Bat-
tallon had begun another attaok at 0800 hours in the BOIS DE 1A HOUS-
BIERE to clear tha ridge west of Hill 612 and attained its objective
without opposition, Upon elecning up 1ts sector, the 3d Battcolion was
ralleved and moved to n bivouas ares at LEPANGES,

The regimental staff end the Stnok Foroce stalf combined to toke
over the Division southern sector. The 24 Battalion ralieved the lat
Battalion, 1424 Infantry, by 1905 hours, The night of 7-8 November
penced without incident, AUMONTZEY (287524, Sheet 35/18) wos set
afire by the Germans and btlozed throughout tha night, On the after.
noon of & November, the Company "F" platoon which had been attoched to
the 1424 Infantry was relieved and Joined the 34 Battalion in bivouae
in IEPANGES, A platoon of Company "B' become engaged in o firs fight
with & German petrol 600 yards south of REHAUPAL at 1915 hours but were
driven off, Germons moved baok into IE THOLY ofter the French movaed
out ond the Frenoch sent no mors petrols to contact the regiment,

At 0500 hours on 9 November, General STAOK ndvised thot the lst
Battalion, 1434 Infuntry, wos detcohed from Steok Forece; nlso thet
Staek Force wns dissolvad ond sontrol of the southern ssetor was under
the Commnnding Officer, lilst Infantry,

An investigetion wos mcde o8 to the abssnce of Frenoch l'orees on
the regimentcl right flunk cnd it was dlseclosed thot their units were
not pulling out but were being relisved by other units, Aotive patrols
were mainteined by both the lst and 24 Battolions during the night of
9-10 November, Little enemy notivity woe noted but the patrol areas
waTe found to be heavily mined and booby-trapped, Company "C" contno=
tel the 24 Spahis Regiment of the French Army ot 0445 hours north of
1A FORGE, A Psyochologiocal Warfare Bransh team from Divieion Headquar~
tsrs wes sant to the 24 Bottalion to mnke a8 broaodenat to Russisn troops
cl the German army in the REHAUPAL ares, The loud speakar was to be
erveted in time to ocoordinate with an attask of the 1434 Infantry at
0715 hour® on 11 November,

At 2030 hours the Regimentnl 3-3 notified the 24 Battalion Comman-
dear that the 36th Reconnaissance Iroop was attached to the 23 Battalion
effeotive Immediately, The 24 Batta.ion Commander requesated that this
tnit report to the battalion at 0900 hours on 11 November to hegin Te=-
Zlaving Company "F" at 1300 hours,

During the night of 10-11 November, Company "B" was fired upon
elong its left flank by enemy small arms, meghine gun and 60 mm mortar
fire, The Germans alsoc used flares in this area., Both the 1at and 24
Lettalions sontinued their patrols throughout the night,
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The broadoast to the Russian soldiers oould not be arranged in
time for the 143d Infantry attack and broadcasts were meds at 1015
bours and 1100 hours on 11 November, The Germans fired self-propelled
guns et the vioinity of the loud apeakers, ' No information had baan
Teceived on the 1434 Infantry attack although smell erms fire could be
heard east of Company "Fr,

The 36th Reoconnaissance Troop relisved Company "F" and two squads
of Company "G" on the afternoon of 11 November; Redio contact with the
French, which was formerly handled by the 36th Reconnaissance Troop,

. was takin over by the regimental communication facilities, As on pro~

ghts, the night of 11-12 Novembar was devoted to astive patrol-
ling. Frenoh units on the regimental right flank used s different
password eaoh night from the one furnished by Division and it oceca-
sioned considerable trouble with contacting patrols,

At 1045 hours on 12 November, the Commending Officer, 1434 Infan-
tTy, notified regiment that he belioved CHAMPDRAY wes uneoccupied by the
 Germans, 1434 Infantry units on Hil11 701 (272498, Bheet 35/12) had
lost contact with the snemy, The 1434 Infantry Commander requestad
thet a petrol be sent intoe the town, The 24 Batitallon was orderad to
Send a patrol there and if the town wes found to be unoocupied, encugh
troops were to enter to garrison it, The 1st Battalion wag also ade
vised of an indioated enemy withdrawal end was ordered to send patrols
to investigate,

The Regimentel Commander held a meeting at 1355 hours with all
battelion and unit comuanders of ths combat tesm to discuss an esttack
fto be made at 0900 hours on 15 November, Hs stated that smple time waa
being given to meke plens so that tha attack could succeed, Artillery
was 4o be used fully in addition to Supporting chemical mortars, Tenks
end tank destroyers would also be availabis for the attack., The 3d
Battalion was to relieve the lst Battalion on the night of 13 November,
The 36th Reconnaissanoe Troop waa to take over the position of Company
"C" while the Antitank Company took over the reconneissance troop posi-
tion, The 1st and 24 Battalions were to make the attack with the 3a
Battalion in regimental Téserve, The lst Battalion was to pass through
the 34 Battalion, In addition to the fires of the 1318t Fisld ArTtil-
lery Battalion, firss of two batteries of 155 mm howitzers, two batter-
les of eight inch (8") howitzers, and two batterica of enti-airerart
£uns wers to support the regiment,

The 36th Reconnaisgnnce Troop reported at 0420 hours om 13 Novemw
ber that CHAMEDRAY waes unoccupled by Germen forses and one of their
Squads was in the town, Houses to the sast of the regimental sector
were observed burning throughout the night,
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Patrols from Companies "E"™ and "G" ran into S-mines on the mornin
of 13 November, but encountered no enemy. -Antitank Company relieved
the 36th Reconnaissance Troop, whereupon the réconneissesnce unit began
pushing east from CHAMFDRAY, The 3d Bettalion wes notified that when
1t took over the lst Battalion area if it could move forward 2nd coous
Ty eny dominating terrain without muoh of & fire fight it was to do so,

By 1400 hours Company "A" had reachesd the lst Battalilon's initiel
objeotive on Hi1ll 761 (253448, Sheet 35/18 7 & 8). Ths Regimental Com-
mander ordered this hill protected with a force of sufficient size that
it could not be pushed off, A patrol was to be sent to HIll 779
(258445, Sheet 35/18 7 & 8) to determine if sny enemy troops were
there, Company "E" was on Hill 827 (263468, Sheet 35/18 7 & 8) by 1630
hours, The 3d Battelion relisved the lst Battslion by 1730 hours with
Company "L" ocoupying Hill 761l. Company "E" continued to press east-
ward and ocoupled Hill 873 (271469, Sheet 35/18 7 & 8) by 2100 hours,
No enemy was found on the hill but the terrain was mined,

The Regimenteal 5-3 Informed the 3d Bettalion at 2110 hours that
operations inatruetions from Division called for the 1lilst Infantry to
push easst as far as possible on 14 Novamber, The Engineers attached to
the 3d Bettelion were to be ipcreassed if possible in order to eliminate
road blocks and de-mine the aresa.

At 0900 hours on l4 November, the 34 Bettalion was ordered to
move sast, The battallion raporte& activity in front of Company "K"

but 414 not know whether it was Germen or French, The Regimental 5.3
notified the Commanding Officer of the 636th Reconnmissance Company
that the 24 Battalion had reconnaissence units on its Tinal objective
line and was in the process of oscupying it. The 636th Reconneissence
Company was ordered to reconnoiter the REHAUPAL road and proceed southe
east until enemy conteot wes mede--going s far as LIEZEY LT GRAND
LIEZEY (20BLL3, Sheet 35/18) if necessery., The 3d Battalion sent
patrols elong the rosd between TENDON {21447k, Shest 35/18) and LE
THOLY., The 36th Heconneissance Troop also sent patrols to the high
ground south of LE¥ THOLY, The 24 Battalion was ordered to send patrols
from the roed Junction (285469, Sheet 35/18), whiech ley six hundred
yards west of BERCHIGRANGES (291471, Sheet 35/18), to LIEZEY LE GRAND
LIEZEY, BHowever, the 24 Bettallon reported that it would need a tank
dozer and Engineers to olear the roed as there were many mines along it

Division G-3 advised thut the town of IE THOLY lay in the Freneh
gector and regimentnl units wers sccordingly notifilsd not to enter the
town and to patrol only to the north of it,

By 1300 hours Company "L" was approaching Hill 779 with Company
"I following it, The 24 Botislion had occupled all of its objectivesn
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and was patrolling townrd LIEZEY IE ;QRND LIEZEY, The 636th Reconnais
sance Company was moved back to FAUCOMPIERER (208496, Sheet 35/18) and
Antitenk Company wes ordered to move to CHAMPDRAY,

The road from CHAMPDRAY to JUSSARUFT c¢ould not be swopt for mines
inasmuch es snow covere.. the highway up to depths of four faet, Tha 3¢
Battalion continued to movs forward whils the lst Battalion was orderec
t0 move to the vioinity of TENDON, A forwerd regimentel commend poat
was opened in REHAUPAL at 1630 hours, By 2105 hours all reglmental ob-
jectives hod been taken exoept the high ground west of the roed Junc-
tion (2BOL45, Sheet 35/18) which lay Just to the south of La RACINE
{281450, Sheet 35/18),

The Regimentsl S-3 notified the 34 Battalion Commander at 2055
hours that the 36th Reconnaissancs Troop wos attached to the 3d Botta~
lion, The reconnaissanes unit and Company "i" were to take over the 24
Battalion sector while the remainder of the buttalion held its position
and maintained contect with the Freneh on the southy Antitenk Company
weS to hold the regimental left flank with one company of the lst Bat-
tallon whicdh two units were to take over the area of the 1434 Infantry
1st Battellon, Tha 1lsat Battalion Commander was notified thet one of
his compenies and Antitank Company would occupy the ares from GRANGES
SUR VOLOGNE (296498, Sheet 35/18) southwest to the vicinity of IZ HAUTE
DU PRE {2894,69, Sheet 35/18). Arrangements for the relief were to be
méde in HERPELMONT (260527, Shest 35518) in the morning epd the rellef
of the 1434 Infantry units mede by 1700 hours on 15 November,

The 36th Reconnaissance Troop revorted that French clviliens had
advised the Germens were Ioving their heavy artillery back and wers
preparing to withdraw, The enemy were reverted to have no weten end
were eating rew food from the field, German patrols were camouflaged
with shests because of the Tecsnt heavy snowfalls within the arsa,

On the morning of 15 November, reconnaissance petrols were sent
out to try and determine ensmy positions, The 34 Battalion sent pat-
rols to the high ground {2284,39, Shest 35/18) two thousond yords west
of LIFZEY IE GRAND 1,IE7EY, Company "I" relieved the 24 Buttalion while
Company "L" pushed south on the REHAUPAL-LE THOLY roed. The road was
swept for minses ms far ns thae church in LE THOLY, The entire area be-
ing troversed by the regimant was found to bs extensively mined and
progress was slowed considersbly 1in some Sectora., Several vehicles
were lost and casuclties epsued as o result of the many mines,

During the afternoon of 15 November the 36th Reconnaissange Troop
moved into and through LE THOLY, The 2d Bettalion was relieved by the

1st Battallion end moved into the vicinity of ST JEAN DU MARCHE and
HOUX (227496, Sheet 35/18) for a period of training for new replace-
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ments, The 1lst Battellion reported that the.1h3d Infantry had not bes-
on the high ground, on the msin roed, nor hed they crossed the river,

Tanks were placed {n cRaNGES SUR VOLOGNE and & rogd block established

in the town, Tank destroyers covered the maln approaches to the town,
Contaot petrols were maintained throughout the night of 15-16 November
between all units,

At 1015 hours on 16 November, the 34 Battolion reported thet both
Company "L" and Freneh units wore recelving small nrms fire from the
vicinity of the high ground south of AU PRE CHAMP (276425 end 274425,
Sheet 35/18), Also, & self-propelled gun was believed firing from the
vicinity of LIEZEY LE GRAND LIEZEY., The lst Battalion elements in the
vicinlity of GRANGES SUR VOLOGNE received intermittent artillery fire,
The main difficulty, however; contlnued to be the numerous mines leid
throughout the regimental aren, The 3d Battallion and the French con-
timied to receive epemy fire in thelr assctors, Enemy skl troops were
chserved for the first tims, French troops fired on a Company "L"
cerrylng perty which wore white cemouflage in the mistaken belief that
the men were Goermans, Division wes notified of this aotion and ro-
quested that the French be notified of American camoufleged units,

The lst Bottallon was ordered to send two oombat petrols to the
high ground southeast of CGRANGES SUR VOIOGNE st 0900 hours on 17 Novem~
ber;- The Division Commander ordered ertillery registered on the area
that the 34 Battalion patrols hed encountered resistonce on the previ-
ous day,- The 34 Battnlion was colso ordered to teke the high ground
around LIEZEY LE GRAND LIEZEY rother then the town itself, Antitonk
Compeny took five prisoners who reported that their unit had pulled
back the previous night, The French stated that the Germens were
pulling baock to the east to e distrnee of eight kilometers, The FFI
was sending petrols from GRANGES SUR VOLOGNE to GERARDMER ZBGAZ, Sheet
36/18), The 34 Bottolion worked a potrol along the rood south of
LIEZEY LE GRAND LIEZEY towerd the town itself, The lst Battallon
patrols encountersd no cnemy but ran into heavily mined terrsin, Com-
gggyfgigsggs ordered to move to the high ground southeast of GRANGES

At 1628 hours the Regimentcl S~2 ordersd the 38 Buttalion to move
g combat patrol to LIEZEY I GRAND LIEZEY immediately and estoblish a
contact patrol to meet the French at the roed junction (301425, Sheet
35/18) which lay just ecst of IE BEILLARD (295425, Sheet 35/185. Engi~
neers worked herd to open up roeds and tralls but their task wea glgene
tie in scope and only the most important eppronches could he worked on,
A% 1915 hours the 3& Battallon reported s oombet petrol in LIEZEY IE
GRAND LIERZEY without making enemy contaot, The 34 Battelion Commander
wos notified thet plens for 18 November inoluded assembling onms company
in the vielnity of LIEZEY while another reinforosd comveny continued
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208t to the road Junotion (340442, Sheot 36/18) which lay one mile wa-
of GERARDMER, fThe battelion right flank was to be covared by ratrols,

On the morning of 18 November, Company "I" moved inta LIRZEY and
thence east whils Company "L" followed it into town. The Battallon A&l
Flatoon was busy oieariﬂg mines and booby traps from the town which
Wers numerous in number, Contact was maintained with the French who
&l30 continued o advance, The FFI 8dvised that the Germans wers re-

town and LAKE CERARDMER, The city of GERARDMER had racelved the
"scorched eapth" polioy of the Germans and only a few buildings re-
mained intact--tha graater portion of the ¢ity being rubble and
Scorched walls which wers mined and booby-trapped, A few Garmans could
be observed within the clty and small srme Tire could be hoprd,

Company "C", working southeast along the GRANGES SUR VOLOGHE -~
GERARDMER road, reported three Germans and g Self-propelled gun seven
hundred yerds west of L'ETANG D'ONON, Artillery was placed on this
area, Movement down the road itself was siow due to the numerous
mines, More mines had been encountersd during the month's operations
then eny time 4n the reglment 's combst in ITALY or FRANCE., The Regi-

and Compeny "L", Civilians coming west from GERARDMER reported the
Germans had withdrawn from KICHOMPRE (368439, Sheet 36/18) at 2100
hours on 17 Novembar, Company »In patrols reported ap enemy roed blook
eloven hundred yards long congisting of felled trees which were mined
and booby trnpped alodg the LIBZ2EY-GERARDMER road,

The 1st and 34 Battalions continusd te move eastwoard on the morning of
19 November, Prench units on the right (south} flank al8o continusd to
make good progress, Divisional units on the ragiment 's laft {north)
flank wers gending patrols to the GERBEPAL-GERAHDMEH road,

The Assistant Division Commendar arrived ot the Tegimentol ecommand
st at 1100 hours on 19 November, and advised that the 1424 Infantry
wes being squeezed out of thelr position ang the 141st Infantry would
take over, The 36th Reconnaisaance Troop was to patrol the southern
Tagimental sector with four companies taking over the 1423 Infantry
area, If the 103d Division to the north could seours its objeetive the
eventual Division line would be from BAN DE TAVELINE {503608, Shest
36/17) to FRAIZE (455543, Sheet 36/18) and thence south to the French
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seetor, The regiment was to maintein vonteet with the 143d Infantry
and the Frenoh, The Regimentel Commander edvised the Assistant Divi-.
sion Commender that the entire regimental erea and expecially the roals
were heevily mined and at times 1% was slow work to clear them and co.-
tinue to sdvenoce emst, At 1135 hours the regimental commend post movel
from HEHAUPAL to GRANGES SUR VOLOGNE.

At 1430 hours ths Hegimental Commender notifled the Reglmental 5-3
that the 34 Battalion would lesve one company in its position as occu-
pied on the morning of 20 November, Thisg one company would send strong
patrols up the north-south road, clearing the rosd of mines to the
enemy boundary, The remainder of the 34 Battalion would assomble in
CRANGES SUR VOLOGNE and take over the billets of the 2d Battalion, The
1st Battelion was to relisve the 142d Infantry and the 36th Reconnnis-
sence Troop would take over the lst Battallon area,

The 3d Battnlion reported a good dsal of movement in GRRARDMER bub
vallieved it was French as ho sounds of gun fire could be heard, Com~
peny "C" hed worked its outpost to the north end of KICHOMFRE by 1610
hours and esteblished s roasd block, The company wae ordered to assem-
ble in that arsa and be preparsd to move &3 scoh as relleved by Company
!ILII .

The Regimental S-3 notified the 1lst Battelion et 1312 hours that
the eptirs battelion would not be committed on 20 November, The Regl-
mental I&R Platoon would precede the bottalion on the motor move, The
battalion would detruck st BELGOUTTE {379520, Sheet 36/18) end assemble
in GERBEPAL (395404, Sheet 36/18),

The 36th Reconnesissance Troop was advised that it would hold &
line running generally from LA BASSE DE MARTIMPRE (390475, Sheet 36/18
%o the rond junction at the east end of GERARDMER (370425, Shest 36/18),
Two or thrse strong points were to be set up along thia llne and the
route patrolled between the points,

The Division Commendeyr stated st 2150 hours thet the 1434 Infantry
hat been recelving fire from enemy anti-sireraft 3 and the lst Bat-
talion was not to pass CORCIEUX (365528, Sheet 36?2%) in convoy.

The 18t Bettalion entrucked end moved to 1ts assembly area in the
vicinity of GERBEPAL, At 1057 hours on 20 November, the battallon re-
ported that all units had closed into the assembly area, Compeny "B"
scoupled GEREEPAL and sent patrols to the sast, The Reglimental Comman~
ler ordersd a patrol sent from the 18t Battmllon to contact the 143d
Infentry in the vieinity of LES GRANGES (420520, Sheet 36/18) elong the
regimental boundary line, This was agreed to be the 1l43d Infantry Com-
monder who requested that contact patrols also meet on the outskirts of
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CLEFCY (436527, Shest 36/18) at 2100, Q100 and 0300 hours, The reg:-
mental command Post moved from GRANGES UR VOLOGNE and opened at ¢RIy
PAL at 1455 hours,

The Division Commander ordsred the Regimertal Commander at 1510
hours to send o combat patrol to PIAINFAING (464,528, Sheet 36/18) apa
& reconnaissance petrol to FRAIZE (455542, Sheet 36/18) during the
night, -on 21 November, a patrol was to be sent to IE GrAND VALTIN
(448443, Sheot 36/18) to establish = road blosk, The Division Comnan-
der stated that the axls of ndvance for tha reglment was to shift =g
the northesst apd » road block would have to be esteblished nt BAN TR
TAVELINE (604607, Sheet 37/18),

The lst Battelion was ordersd to send the patrols to PIATNFAING
and FRAIZE., ‘The FIATNFAING patrol was to toke wire with it and estaob-
1ish commnicotions, At 1725 hours the 1st Boettolion mdvised thet
Compeny "A" wng golng to tha high ground and rossed down the esst

patrol ond a rijye fight ococurred, However, the French civilians reporw
ted there wers no Germans within the town but the anemy had dug ip
eplacements on tha high ground around FRAIZE &na PLAINFATING,

Company "I" moved into GRANGES sSuR VOLOGNE by 2250 hours end the
2d Bettelion was notiried to move to the samo town on 21 November., A

placed there to harass the advaneing units. The patrol to PLAINFAING
got into a minefield end could not &et out until deylight,

At 0942 hours on 2] November, the Division Commander ordared the
3d Battalion moved closer to the forward lines, MThe Regimental Comman-
der issued instructions to bring the battelion to a detrucking roint in
GERBEPAL ot 1030 hours, The lst Battslion, whioh had begun to advance
east at 0830 hours, reported at 1025 hours that Companiss "A" ang wgw
were having o great deal op trouble in Irying to oross the MEURTHE
River because of the extensive mine fields. By 1109 hours one platoon
of Compeny "A" haed erosged the river gnd was In CIEFCY, However units
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were receiving heavy enemy mortar fire\from the high ground dus eersv -
the town. The MEURTHE River at CLEFCY was approximately twenty fee*
wide, but it was very deep and the current was swift, The 1st Batta-
lion requesated that priority be given to srecting a bridegs et CIETCY
that would carry jeeps so that supplies could be brought aeross ho thw
attaoking troops, The Regimentsl Commender notified the Regimental 3-~J
at 1157 hours that Compeny "A" was across the river and was sendirg a8
patrol to the high ground and the edge of the woods northsmst of CLEMY
Company "B" was in CIEFCY and was racelving enemy mortar fire, I 3l
Battalion was to go in on the right of the 1st Bettalion and mevwe Gowi
the ridge on & north~south line toward FRAIZE, If FRATZE wes fousr ant
to be ocoupled, the 3d Battaellon wes to move in end send patrols cast
of the town, - '

By 1215 hours Company "K" had reached CIEFCY end Company "L was
moving up to the town, The Division G-3 advised that Germens were en-
tering FRAIZE from the southeast end desired clearence For the 1474
Infantry to fire aertillery on the town. This clesrsnce was given,
Company "A"™ was receiving mechine gun end small arms fire from the high
ground around the small village of SOUCHE (447525, Sheet 36/18) at 1335
hours,

Sinoe the site for the bridge st CIEFCY was reocslving mortar and
artillery fire; the Division Commender stated at 1544 hours to try and
usge the ANOULD (u1L5h3, Sheet 36/18)-CLEFCY romd, Also, he advised
that the 2d Battalion must move forward during the nighﬁ and be reandy
to go into the line on the regimental left flenk in the morning,

Company "B" moved downstream and put two platoons across the river-
1ts other platoon having previously crossed at CIEFCY. Company "B"™ was
ordered to hold its bridgehead and protect the 3d Battallon es it
crossed, However, an enemy self-propelled gun kept firing from the
southwanst (azaaséi in the vicinity of 1A SCIE at the erossing site,

The 1st Battelion reported st 1859 hours that it hed one platoon on its
objective (440535, Sheet 36/18) on the high ground northeast of CLEFCY
and other units were following.

Dirficulty was experienced in securing bridging material from VI
Corps by the Engineers espnd it wns planned to sweep the ANOULD-CIEFCY
road for mines so supplles oould be carried down this roed, The 24
Bottelion was ordersd to assemble on the high ground west of CLEFCY by
0830 hours on 22 November, The 3d Battelion raported et 0220 hours on
22 November that both Compenies "K" and "L" were scross the MEURTHE
River and were digging in, Company "A" reported that it hod estubw-
lished o good defonsive position in sn area in which the Germans had
pleced much berbed wire and dug trenchas, Heavy aertillery and mortar
fire kept falling in the 1st Battolion arsa throughout the night, A
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SEPRET

German patrol orf approximately platoon strongth attempted to infizem
through Compeny "4% but wag chased off with a smell fire fight, 7w~
Engineers ndvised at 0615 hours that tha ANOULD-CIEFCY road wng cleav
and a treadway bridge wes being brought up %o place acrosa the rivor.
However, at 0815 hours, the Engineers Stoted that the road wns uader
snemy rire and did rot bvelieve it edvisable to bring the bridge furws-.
Whereupon, the Regimental Commandsr stated that the bridge would nct .
erected, The road from ANOULD to FRATZE was to bs Swept for mine:c. ..
s00n a3 FRAIZE was cleared of the enemy, the 24 Battalion was to o v
the rord from FRAIZE +o LA CROIX AUX MINES (490579, Sheet 36/18), 4o
24 Battelion wng ordared to send ratrols from ANOUID toward FRAIZT oon
Trocead until they met small crms fire,

The 1st Battelion reported at 0932 hours thet the two forwerd pla-
toons of Company "Cw, which hod besn advencing toward Company "Av. kadt
been surrounded end were pinned down by heavy concentrations of anuemy
artillery snd morter fiza. 2t C700 hours Company "C" moved to g pozi-
tion on the right of the Company "pe platoon in n heavily wooded urea,
Wire emtanglomerits wers encountersd in the midst of heavy undergrowth,
The company penetrated right up to the German positions and called upon
two Germens to surrender, However, the Germans Tan for their positions
and machine pistols began firing into the coupany, The Cermans mslso
opened up with six machine guns, automntic wenpons and rifle grenndes,
The company moved into vecant trenches and the mzchine guns began fire
ing in such a menner as to appear that the unit was trapped, The pla-
toons infiltranted back into SQUOHE by 1230 hours under heavy morter
and artillery fire. Aan estimeted two hundred Germans were in front of
the company,

The Regimental Commender decided o comnit the 2d Battalion dus
east through CIEFCY at once end celisd upon Division for smoke pots to
cover the area, The 3d Battalion continued its edvence, however,
ageinat slight enemy smell armg fire. At 1120 hours the 1st Battalion
advised thatf Company "A" hag bean driven off the hill and wes ther in
CLEFCY, The company had Teceived a countar-attack from 630 hours t>
=115 hours, Two platoons of Company "C" and one platoon of Compexy "ow
ware also engaged in the fire fizht, Units ran out of ammunition crd
without communicetions to Szoura 2 rapid Tesunvly were forssd to with-
draw into CIEFCY, Casuslties ware heavy cnd the plotoons of the com-
panies were quite scottered.

The 34 Battolion's edvance ran into increasing German opposition
due to the atrong emplacements and superior terrain advantage of the
snomy, Patrols wers ssnt out t0 both the right and left Tlanks in an
«"tempt to knock out 2nemy positions, Moo b

The Division Commander arrived nt the regimental command post at |
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1738 hours and isgued orders for the 2d 'Battalion to attack on the
morning of 23 November, One company of the 2d& Battalion was to reliave
Company "C", 143d Infantry, under cover of darkness, This rogition
would be used to launch an attack on FRATZR st 1000 hours on 23 Novem-
ber, Smoks was to be used to fog the valley 1f wind and weathsr oonw~
ditions permitted, Four medium tenks were to be avellable to Support
the attack, .

The 1st Battalion wes ordered to Ta~organize-its units in the
vicinity of DEVELINE (411531, Sheet 36/18), Also, the 3d Battalion,
with the exception of Compeny "I" whieh remeined on position, was or-
dered to assemble neer DEVELINE in regimental reserve, Elements of
Company "B™ with the 34 Battalion were to refoin the lst Battalion,
One pletoon of Compeny "A" remained east of the MEURTHE River in
CIEFCY,

Division ordered the Reconnaissance Company, 636th Tank Destroyer
Battallon, released from the regiment st 2130 hours, although the Regi~
mental Commender advised that the release of this unit would mean that’
it would take mdditional riflemen to 1311 their vacated positions,

Company "G" relieved Company "C", 143d Infentry, at 0400 hours on
23 November, and Company "F" relisved two platoons of Company YBM, 1434
Infantry, Mist and fog covered the walley floor at dawn, but the 24
Battalion advised it wes ready to procesd with its attack. The Divi-
gion Commander ordered both the lst and 34 Battalions to follow closely
behind the sdvance of the 24 Battalion when the attack was launched,
The Regimental Commander ordersd the platoon of Company "A" to make a
feint attack to determine if the Germans had withdrawn from positions
ea3t of CIEFCY, The platoon reported thet no enemy activity had been
observed in the vicinity of the town during the morning, However, as
sgon a8 1lta feint begen, enemy fire immediately fell on the platoon and
continued every time any effort was mede to move from its rosgition,

The 2@ Battalion began its sttaock on tims end began moving on IE
MAZEVILIE (445549, Sheet 36/18). No enemy fire was received by 1028
hours and many French civillans could be 8eon moving around in the town
Compeny "G" sent petrols into both IE MAZEVIIIE end BELREPATHE (437547,
Sheet 36/18), Morter fire began falling on the battalion st 1140 hours
from the vieinity of CLAIREGOUITE (445542, Sheet 36/18) and artillery
wa8 placed on thisg arse, The regimentel command post moved from GERw
BEPAL to DEVELINE at 1018 hours,

T
At 1420 hours the Reglmentnl Commendery reparted the 24 Battaolion
wa3 moving forwerd despite concentreted mine fislds, The 3d Battalion,
less Company "I", was ordersd to assemble sast of ANOULD and bs Pro-
pared to move up the velley toward FRAIZE. fThe Antitank Company was
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instructod to move its commend post to LES GRANGES with two squads at
BOSLIMFRE (430517, Sheet 36/18) and one =quad overlooking CIEFCY where
anti-olreroft half-tracks were emplasced, The remeinder of Antitank
Company wos to move to the northwest of CLEFCY, The Company "A" pla-
toon in this sector was ordered to return to the lst Battelion,

By 1530 hours Company "F" had advenced to a point (450553, Sheet
36/18) one thousand yards north of FRAIZE with Compony "ET immsdiately
behind it and Company "G" woe on the outskirts of IES AULNES (444546,
Shaet 36/18), The 24 Baticlion objective had besn changed from FRAIZE
to BON REPOS {L695L9, Shest 36/18), Compeny "F" progressed to MANDRAY
(461559, Sheet 236718} by 1713 hours with Company "E" following, Lnemy
mortars firing from the vicinity of FRAIZE had caused severacl caosusl-
tles, Contoet with the enemy was made all along the battalion front.
Civilians reported spproximately two hundred Germans in the area, | The |
24 Bnttalion cdvised that the smoke screen heod been effective through-
out the day end requested its re-use on 24 November, The battalion
wos ordered by the Regimsntal Commznder to push ns for as possible,
mointoining contoet with the 143d Infantry on the left (north}, .|

The Division Commaonder arrived ot the command post at 1740 hours
ond stated that the regiment would be reeponsible for blocking the
FRAIZE -PLAINFAING ond FRAIZE-SCARUET {L725LL, Sheet 36/18) roads,
blocking the town of FRATIZE. Units were not to emter the town until
Engineers had eleared it of mines and booby~traps, STRASBOURG had
fallen and the main objective wos to get into the RHINE Velley., A cap-
tured German document steted thet their troops were to withdrow, The
roegiment was to bs responsible for eny pockets of the enemy left behind
end mointain eontnet with the French on the south, The 23 Battalior
woes to coateh whoat Germans might remain in FRAIZE--these undoubtedly
would be trying to escepe vin the roed to PLAITNFAING. The 24 Bottaolion
wes notified to soend & petrol in an effort to find e erossing of the
MEURTHE River tributary between FRAIZE and PLAINFAING in order that a
force might block the romd. At daylight o detcohment was to be sent
into PLAINFAING, If the town was unocecupied, troops wsre to move in
and estoblish s road blook st the cross rocds within the town,

A Company "FY patrol reported ot 0300 hours on 24 November thot
the streom extendling from BON REPOS to the MEURTHE River was unfordoble
and it had not located cny bridges. Enemy vehicles wers obsarved move
ing pnorth end east from FRAIZE,

The 24 Bettollon Cormmonder reported ot 0545 hours on 24 November
that Compenles "E" ond "F" were engoged in a fire fight with enemy

mrehine guns firlng from houses in the viecinity of IES SECHES TOURNEES
(465553, Sheet 36/18}.

Tods e Lk,
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At 0840 hours opn
Stated that he had the regimental ettnck plen end wanted to Xunow why
the 1lst Battolion was prlaced nmorth of the 24 Bettclion, The Hegimental
Commander advised that the plan wes for the 24 Bettelion to attoelk
south while the lst Battolion sttoeked east, Whereupon, the Agailstant
Division Commender sdvised thot the Division Compander had ateted that
the primery job of the regiment was to glear ANOUND, FRAIZE and the
hill mnss from which Compony "A" hod bean driven, Patrols wers to be
sent to the high ground south of FRALIZE, Roed blooks t6 be taken over
from the 1434 Infantry were of secondary importance--the mrimnry funge
tion was to take PLAINFLING tnd clanr the FRAIZE vallay, 4t 0900 hours
the Divisiocn Chier of Staff ndvised thnt he belisved the Division Com~
mander wanted -the yond cut at PLAINFAING first and then clear the
valley, Also, the 34 Boattalion was to be kept in reserve,

By 1030 hours the 24 Battolion had worked to the sdge of the woods
Just north of BON REFOS apa patrols were sent to Hill 629 (L665L8,
Sheet 36/18) and Hi11 576 (470546, Shaet 36/18}. Both Companiss mgn
and "F" sontinued to advance toward FRATIZE from the northeast while
Companies "Aw apg wyn did likewise on the 24 Battanlion lars flapk, By
1200 nours Company "F" hud a patrol of platoon strength within the town
and by 1355 hours a Company "E" platoon hed worked to the sedge of
SCARUPT (472543, Sheet 36/18) and then tocupied it despite being fired
on from the high ground east of the town,

Both Companies " cpg "C*" poecupied FRATZE desplite some opposition
from enemy on tho ridge southesst of the city end from self-propelled
gun fire coming from PIAINFLING, Compeny "A"™ was ordered to put in a
road bloek on the edge of the BOIS DE'ROUGES TERRES (477557, Sheet
36/18) end send a patrol to the roed junction (490549, Sheet 36/18) in
the ILE NOIR BOIS, Compenies "B and "G" remeined in reserve,

The Regimentnl Cormander ordered the 3d Bettalion a8t 1645 hours to
send & combat patrol from cne company to ths ridge position northeasst
of CIEFCY from which Company "A" had baeen driven, The remainder of ths
company wes to proceed to CIEFCY end relieve the Lntitank Company, If
the patrol encountersd no oprosition on the ridge, the entirs companny
would probably be sent to that point,

At 1809 hours the Division Chief of Staff ordered o patrol of one
officer and twenty men sent to the COL DU BONHOMME (513518, Shest
36/18; to observe the valley ond town of IE BONHOMME (53852
36/18) and determine if the Germens were using the town and roeds run-
ning into 1%, Any Garmsns encountered en route were to be by-passed,
if' possible, the patrol was to penstrate into LE BONHOIME itselr, but

% must reach the COL DU BONHOMME. 4 oombet patrol from Conpany wgn
was ordered to accomplish this mission,
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Information recelved from prisoners indiceted the Germans wore io
withdraw from FRAIZE to PLAINFAING to AUVERNELIES (474523, Sheet 36/13;
and when forced out of there withdraw to IE BONHOMME,

The Company "B" combat patrol returned to the 1st Battelion at
0300 hours, It reportsd that it hed encountared enemy opposition first
one thousand yards esst of BON HEPOS where & mechine gun coversd an
enemy roed bloek (479549, Sheet 36/18), Three men were lost at this
point, The petrol cut south and thence sast towerd the wooda, It was
again firsd on from machine guns located on the edge of the woods
{4855L5 and 4LB5537, Sheet 36/18) and by riflemen from positions between
the machine guus, ¥Five men were lost at thls point, The Germans sent
fleres into the air, Informstion from civilians lndicated the Germans
had ocoupled houses along the edgs of the woods and had taken up defen~-
sive positions, The rood to the edge of the woods was not mined but
woods, themselves, were both mined and booby-trapped, French civilians
were belng forced to dig trenches for the Germans in the vicinity of I
BONHOMME ., The Regimental Commender ordered the lat Battelion to ssnd
another petrol out &t daybreak with the same missions, but the patrol
was to keep eway from the maln road and try to get through by back
roads, -

The Division G-3 advised st 0845 hours on 25 November thet the
Assistant Division Commander wantod m road block placed at the trail
junotion (493554, Sheet 36/18) southeast of I# CHIPAL (486560, Sheet
36/18), Also, the regimentol commurd vmost wes to be moved from ANOULD
to IE CHIPAL,

Compeny "L" occupied the hill msss northesst of CIEFCY and sent
patrola toward the high ground south of FRAIZ®, No enemy contzot haed
been made at 0900 hours. By 0930 hours the Company "L™ petrol wasg re-
coiving artillsry fire but hed becn no Germans,

The 36th Reconnaissonce Troop, which wes petrolling the road be-
twesn ANOULD ond GERARDMER roported all quiet in its sector,

The lst Bettnlion advised at 1028 hours thet it was encountering
heovy opposition 10G0 yards sust of BON REPOS and was using Company "Ct
and some tenks from the 7d Battalion to knock it out.

The Regimental Commender steted. thot If plans procesded sotisfac-
torily during the doy, the 2d Batteolion would move to LA CROTIX AUX
MIMES during the night while the lst Battalion remained in position as
9 blocking force.

A message was recelved from the Assistant Division Commander at
1953 hours that LE CHIPAL was receiving machine gun end 20 mm gun firs
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from tho edge of tha woods 700 yards south of the town, He steted the.
this would not hove occurred if the roed block had heen established o+
‘ne rond junction in the IF NOTR BOIS as previously plamned, A batta-

battnlion of the 1i3d Infantry wes having to be utilized in the arven
and the Division Comman.er warted 1t elvewhere, Companies "A' api rgn
with light tanks apd tank destroysrs esicblished the rond blonk by
1415 hours, :

Compzny “E¥ nontimnued to receive mochine gun and smwall arms fire
in t3 positions arcund SCARUPT and tha 24 Battalion Commandas reques-—
ted thav the hill o the south be smoked to cut off enemy obaecrvation.
Company “L" hod two platoons on tha high ground overloocking PLAINFAING
at 1350 hours, French civilians nould be seen in the town. The oridge
on the rond to FRAIZF wns dsstroyed although the town itself was intonct

At o meeting with all unit commanders at 1830 hours, the Regimen-
tal Commander cdvised that the regimental mission was one of »locking,
patroliing and vlearing tane enomy left in the sector, The regimentnl
command post moved frem ANOULD to IE CHIPAL at 2032 hours,

The 3d Battalion was advised that Division operations instructions
had changed the 1hlst Infentry plens, The 3d Bettnlion wos to be res-
ponsible for the hill mass south o? FRATZE end remain in regimental
reserve, Two oomponies wera o hoid thno bill mess 1F desirsa by the
Battalion Commander, Whon the objorvive line was reached, which exten-
ded south of PLAINFAING %o the vicinlity of IES GRIMELS (449510, Shest
36/18) one company oculd move to en assembly aree between MANDRAY
{L,50580, Sheet 36/18) ond LL CROIX AUY MINES,

The lst Buttelion was nobtified thot Company "A" would relieve the
.8t Bettalion, 1434 Infantry, and Company "C" would relleve the 24 Bat-
talion, 1434 Infantry, at 0200 hours on 26 November, Company "B" was
o be toeken off of the rond blocks it was holding and be placed in a
regerve position.

The 2d Battalion was to ntteck at 1030 hours on 26 Novsmber and °
receh an objective line exsonding from the vicinity of IES mENSIT ;
1489539, Sheet 36/18) ncrotroast to the road south of Hill 995 515556,
Shest 35/18). After the objective line wns selzed, it was to be sa-
cured with not more thern ons roinforced company and patrols sent to the
southemst to maintein coninct with apnd determine the strength of the
enemy .

At 2350 hours Jivision ordsred the 36th Reconnaissance Tronp to
scnd Uwo patrols before 0900 hours on 26 November to Hill 988 (415485,
trect 36/18) end Hill 907 (453499, Sheet 36/18) to determine ensmy
strength cnd dispositions,
2l -
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At 2355 hours the 1st Battnlion wos ordered to extend its objec-
tive line to thaet originally set forth for the 24 Battalion in aecor-
dance with latest instructions from Division, The 1s%t Battalion
Commonder ndvised that Company "C" would have to be moved entirely
geroas the 24 Battallon aorea durlng the night. Tho 24 Battalion, 1434
Infantry, which Compony "C" was to relieve, wans ongaged with en osti-
mated one hundred Gormens, This would meke it oxtremely difficult to
attack on sp large a front with only two companies available.

Compeny "L" sent petrols into both FRAIZE and PLAINFATING during
the night and reported no enemy in either town, By 0900 hours on 2
November Company "I" was four hundred yords southeast of SOUCHE and
Company "L ocoupied Hild 757 (454529, Sheet 36/18} overlooking PLAIN-
FAING, Compeny "A" hed reliesved the 1st Battallon, 143d-Infentry, at
0500 hours and Company "C" hod relisved the 24 Bettalion, 1434 Infan-
try, at-0800 hours, Company "B"-was in m reserve positlion in ST JEAN
(489568, Sheet 36/18),

The Division Communder errived st the commnna rost ot 0932 hours
and stated thet as so0n ns the Tegimentol objesctive line was taken,
the best reserve sector would be in the LA CROIX AUX MINES oree. Tha
mein objective was to be IE BONHOMME oross rosdas,

The lst ond 24 Bottalions begon thelr attack at 1030 hours, The
2d Battalion encountered only slight opposition from morter fire and
one light mochine gun and was within three hundred yords of its objec-
tive ot 1105 hours, The 1st Battalion encountered a road block of
approximately thirty trees that held up its tanks and tank destroyers,
Engineers were called upon to clear the rond block, No opposition hed
besn encountered by tho battalion, By 1305 hours Company "I" had elao-
ments 1n houses in LES GRIMELS and was recoiving smnll arms fire from
Just south of ths town,

At 1252 hours the Assistant Diviaion Commander ordered two patrols
Trom the 34 Bottalion to make = reconnaissance and contact the Frenoh
if 1t was necessary to go all the way to GERARDMER,

The Antitank Company was attached to +hs 24 Bottallon opd the Bate
tallon Commandar wos instructed to use it in an affort to relieve one
of his companies,

Compeny "C" was on 1ts objective ot 1620 hours and wag in contaoect
with the 3d Battelion, 1434 Infantry, Company "A" algo renched its
ohjectlive without encountering enemy opposition, Compunies vIn apd v
<cemnined on the line and Company "K' moved into n reserve yosition,

The 24 Bettalion wos ongeged with the enemy in the wooded high ground
northeast of AUVERNELIES. Company "I' wes recaiving fire from both
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flanks, The enemy was raported to be digging in =211 glong the batta~
llon front, Company "F" made contact with Company "L" at PLAINFAING,
Germans continued to occupy positions on the high ground southeast of
PLAINFAING, Company "I" attempted to renetrate into BOIS IE STEINGI-
GOUTTE south of IES GRIMELS but was pushed ‘out, The snemy had dug in
emplacements protected by barbed wire, maohine guns and smail erms '
fire, Artillery wes placed on this arsa, The 24 Battelion dug in for
the night, Antitank Company was sent to FRAIZE to relieve Company HEY,

The Assistant Division Commander advised at 0822 hours on 27
November that msn were not to be risked unnecessarily hut patrolling
must be done, If and when the regirental sector was cleared, French
forces would be abls to move forward, The 34 Bettalion was to be
placed in a reserve vosition, '

All bettalions continued thelr attaecks at 0730 hours on 27 Novem-
ber, Company "G" encountersd rifls fire, Compeny "E" made enemy con-
taet 8t 0815 hours end Company "F" sent ratrols toward BARANCON (L8552¢C
Sheet 36/18), Company "I" was ordered to hold its position and haad one
Section of heavy machine guns, one sectlon of 8l mm morters and three-
50 caliber meechine guns attached To 1%, The entire reinforeced company
wes then attached to the 24 Battalion with the remainder of the 3d Bat~
talion moving into an assembly arsa., By 1120 hours the 2d Bettslion
reported three enemy tanks were opérating against Company "E" and one
tank against Company "G", One platoon of Company "F" had worked to the
east of BARANCON while the remaindor of the company cccuplied AUVER-
NELIES,

Another patrol from the 34 Battalion was sent down the CLEFCY-
GERARDMER roed with instruetions to proceed until it hit resistance,

A report was received from the 13ist Field Artillery at 1632 hours
that Company “I" was recoiving a counter-sttack, However, it proved to
bc e German attempt to infiltrate men into houses around IES GRIMEIS,
and the compeny engaged in s fire fight to repulse them, French TEDPOT~
ted a German headquarters in the vicinity of IES MINES {4,68507, Sheat
36/18) and mortar and artillery fire was placed on the area,

The 24 Battalion Commander advigsed at 1715 hours thet Compeny "Gn
was faced with an enemy romd block defended by Infantry, machine guns
end 20 mm guns with two mortars in position behind Hill 951 (491530,
Sheet 36/18), Enemy enti-siroraft half-tracks fired upon petrols
ettempting to flank tha Cerman positions, Epemy tanks had withdrswn
from the road blosk and it wog believed they were in IR BONHOMME fir-~
ing on the 1st Battalion,

The lst Battalion S~3 notified the Regimental S-3 at 1746 hours
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that Company "A" hed moved into a olearing end recelved direet fire
from a self-propelled gun and mortors, The company had to pull back
and was reorganizing, but waes going to procsed ‘on to its objective dur-
ing the night,  Company "BY was in reserve in the vieinity of IES VIEUX
GAZONS (513540, Sheet 36/18}). Compeny "C" had reached its objective
line and had cut the road running from €01, DU BONECMME to IES BAGA~
MELLES (538549, Sheet 36/18).

The 24 Battelion Commander informed the Regimental Commander at
2138 hours that he was sending two patrols out before daylight to work
in behind the enemy road bloeck holding up his sdvence, The road block
was to be attecked in the morning using tenks and tank destroyers., A
tonk dozer was neaded to clenr ths road block as it wes spproximetely
five hundred yords long,

At 0B24 hours on 28 November, the lst Battelion notified regiment
that the enemy hed infiltroted into the position of Company "A" and wes
firing on men locoted in houses south of IES VIEUX GAZONS, A Company
"B" pletoon wes trying to work eround the enemy while Company "C" held
its position. Both Companies "A" znd "B" were receliving machine gun,
rifle and morter fire from Hill 1128 (515535, Sheet 36/18).

Division ordersd the 36th Reconneissence Troop to send two pat-
rola into the FORET UE LA HAUTE MEURTHE from the weat in the wvicinity
of LA SCIE (420484, Sheet 36/18) and work southoest toward IE GRAND
VALTIN {45443, Sheet 36/18)., If no enemy was observed in the town,
it was to be entered. -

The 3d Battalion was alerted to reinfores the 1st Battalion, The
company commonders procgecsdsd to the lst Battellon command post to be
orisnted on the situation, Company "A" was completely disorganized
and Company "B" was in e pesitlion where it could not move withoubt draw-
ing heavy enemy fire, Two tank destroyers and one tank had been
knocked out by Germen eatitenk rockets,

The Company "BE" petrol of plntoon strength, which had been sent
out to reconnoiter behind the enemy rord block in the 24 Battalion
czrea, returned ot 0955 hours, It reported thot it hod to go through
henvy mochine gun and rifls fire ond ons of its members had been
killed, Both Companles "E" apd "G" were sending plotoons to the south-
anst to work behind the rood bloek while on citempt wos to be made to
bring tanks forward, Compony "IV, on the southern ssctor of the 24
®rotolion, reported that o great denl of Germen ocetivity was being
r=520 on Hill 833 (469511, Sheet 36/18), At 1148 hours the 24 Batto-
“i31 reported thot thirty rounds of teonk fire had been plocced on the
+a3my rood block ond Compeny "G" was working around to outflank it.
Tz company become engoged in a fire fight and knocked out one mochine
#ivn and took twe prisoners,
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enemy complately occupied, advance Whenevaery Possible apa Sagure grounc
and, finally, to toke tha high groung overlooking IE BONHOMME,

Company “B" nag tleared up the lst Battaliep sltuation by 1430
hours sand hag token fifteen Prisoners, fThe Hegimentnl Commander op.

Company ngh wns ottnched to the 34 Buttalion. Remﬂining elements of
the 1lat Battalion e33embled in the vieinity op 14 CROIX Aux MINES,
Company "Iv yag to be relisved by Antitenk Company during the night.

i The Regimentnl’S-B notified the 34 Battalion st 1552 hours that
the 34 Battalion waeg to protect the right flank of the regiment and +i¢

. in with Company "gn on its left, op 29 Novembar, One company was to

move down the ridge to the Southwest ana clear any enemy Tesistance,

trock venioles moving around in HABEAURUPT (463498, Sheet 36/18),
‘Antitank Company advised that 1t wag Tecsiving smajj &rms fire frop
houses west of the BOIS DE BRAMONT (479519 and 475515, Sheet 36/18).

A Company vge patrol thet attempted tp reash Company 'gn ran into énemy
opposition gix hundred yerds from the main Company wgw rosition and
falled to make contast with Company mgn,

Four reports hag been receiveq that approximately twe hundred Ger-
VLS were in HAUTE BARANCON (A905l7, Sheet 36/18) but Company mpw
-~lorted there were only about sixty énemy there, Tanks and tank
-28&.
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destroyers put direct fire on the town at 0900 hours,

Company "L" moved out at 1000 hours and passsed through Compauy "<
Enoountering no oppositlon it reacched 1ts objeetive at 1100 hours ir
the BOIS DU RAIN DES GENETS (504525, Sheet 36/18), Company "E" potrsis
advanced into territory held by the enemy the previous day and found
pogitions vacated, The high ground in this seetor wes immediamtely
occupled by Companies "EY and "G and oontaot made with Company "L".

The 2d Battalion wons ordered to send patrols to the high ground
(500500, Sheet 36/18) southonst of HAUTE BARANCON to detormine if any
hostils positions existed in this sector,

The Division Chief of Stoff ndvised the Regimental 8-3 at 1336
hours that the 3d Battaliom, 1434 Infantry, was to be relisved by (800
hours on 30 November, The reglmental boundary was extended eastward to
run from a point (558562, Sheet 36/18) approximetely two miles south of
ECHERY (575592, Sheet 36/18) to LAFOUTROIE (579505, Sheet 36/18).

Company "C" wns relieved by o platoon of Company "K" by 1430 hours
and moved to LA CROIX AUX MINES, Company "G" continued to meot enemy
opposition but was driving the Germans boek toward the poslition of Com-
pany LY, A potrol of the 1434 Infontry entered IE BONHOMME and repor-
ted that the town hed been evocunted by the enemy,

Antitenk Compeny relieved Company "I" on the hill mass south of
FRAIZE by 2300 hours, Conpany "I"™ wns thon designated as the unit to
relievo pert of the 3d Baottollion, 1434 Infentry. Company "G recelved
intermittent mortar fire throughout the night of 29-30 Novembsr,

On the morning of 30 November, the 24 Battalion Commeonder re-
grouped his units, Company "F" sent patrols to Hill 951 (483511, Sheet
56/18) and RUDLIN (485L70, Sheet 36/18), Company *G" established o
rond blook at the COL DU BONHOMME (513519, Sheet 36/18) without oppo-
sition although plotoons to the north confinued to be gub jeoted to
intermittent mortar fire,

A1l units of the 1434 Infentry 3d Betiolion were relieved by the
reginental 34 Bettellon by 1230 hours, A contact gaint (562552, Sheet
36/18) was estoblished just south of STE MARIE (566556, Sheet 36/18)
vwhere patroels of Compuny "B", 1434 Infantry, and patrois of the 3d
Battalion hed already mat, Company "L" patrocl was sent to IE ROND
GAgggﬁég2253h, Sheot 36/18) and was then to proceed southeast to IE
BO .

The Company "G" platoon that was sttempting $o0 put in a road bloek
c¢ncountered increesing resistance fron four eneny maochine guns, a light
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French-type tenk and riflemsn, Prisonsrs reportad two Luftwofro Comr.-
panies had ween brought into the seetor during the previous night, 1
bazooka team fropm the 2d and 34 Battelions wos -sent out to try ani ni-
the tank ag it was loecated too olosme to the troops to use artillery .
German snipers continued to be active meross the 24 and 32 Bettalicr
fronts ond artillery and norter fire Tell throughout the afternoon,
The enemy tank rulled out after ertillery fire wns Tinally laid on it
and hended townrd the COL DU BONHOMME, Seversl othsr German vehicles
cls0 moved in that dirsction,

The 36th Reconnaissnnog Troop reported ot 2115 hours that it wes
raceiving moehine

(h23h65, Shect 36/18) in the BAN SUR MRURTHE Slightly to the south-~
east of MON FRE DE STRATITURE {420467, Sheet 36/18), "Another anemy
nachine gun was Tiring from houses in IF BOUYEREAU (430485, Sheet
36/18) while. gnery mortar end artillery fire was corllng from behind
Hill 988 (44,5486, Sheet 36/18}. Beavy caliber epeny artillory fire
also fell in ANOUID,

Thus, the month of Hovenber closed with the reginent holding and
attacking ooross o front of eighteen and one~hglf (18-1/2} air miles
and ooross ¢ front of Dony more ground miles dug to the eircuitous

however, that the qQuallity of the priscners token, as to training ang
equiment, wans inferior,” The area through which the regiment hod
opsrated during tho month was mined ang booby-trapped to a marked
degree, The German "scorched sarth" poliecy in the CORCIEUX and ANOULD
valleys wag devastating ond ruthless, There wans & morked inerenss ip

drawnl, Howsver, thoy were afforded no rest apg the constant bressure
and numerous attecks toeross the long regimente] front geve thenm the
impression of e ruoh largor fores Opposing then than actually existed,

- 30 -
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Fighting strength on the line of the three battalions in cff s o
and enlisted men during the month of November 194l is as follovs .

GTT%ggjgﬁ_ 24 Bn f!Bd BDEW__
] M 0ffYs . ©W EElLE L
1l November ~ -« = — 30 Lol 287 RT3 <0 v
2 " - - = 31 514 29 452 26 440
3 i --= 31 514 29 512 22 389
4 " w - - 3 503 29 498 23 372
5 " - =« 30 582 29 L93 20 L14
6 o - - = 29 588 29 492 19 500
7 " “ - - 29 594 31 501 1g 587
8 " - - 29 594, 31 641 19 529
9 u - -~ 26 599 31 631 23 538
10 " - - - 30 591 32 629 23 549
11 I - - 31 588 29 620 2L 875
12w - - - 3] 601 31 616 33 678
13 1" -~ o= 32 616 33 662 34 575
14 l - e a2 603 33 £56 3, 660
15w - - = 31 581 32 653 b 651
16 " -~ - 3l 583 32 658 32 6LL,
17 " - -~ 30 583 33 671 33 657
18 " - -~ 30 580 34 657 32 654
19 # - - 30 583 34 660 31 655
20 " - - - 30 587 iz 661 3z 645
21 " - - 29 577 31 674 31 645
22 n - - 29 575 31 653 31 64,5
23 i “ - - 29 575 31 687 30 645
2k " ~w - 30 553 31 688 39 643
25 1 - - = 30 538 31 672 27 621,
26 u -~ = 30 520 30 663 28 637
27 # - -~ 130 517 26 662 27 64,7
28 " - -~ 29 517 28 656 27 6L9
26 " . . ow 27 514 27 638 31 62
20 November -~ = - 27 L80 27 655 30 INA

Filve hundred and forty-ons {541) enlisted men and fourtesn {14)
cffloer replacements werse reseived during the month of November, Of
tbs enlisted men replecemsnts ninety-four per cent {94% ) were riflemen,
three and three«tenths per cent (3.3%) were machine gunners, one and
three~tenths per cent {1,3%) were medieal techniclans, one and ong-
teath per cent (1,1%) were squad leaders apd three-tenthe per cent
(3,3%) were mortar gunners,

Replacements received in November were not as well equipped as
1738 recelved during previous months, TFew or none were squipped with
ghor—pacs~-the rubberizsd shoe so sssentisl to infantrymen in inoclem~
~1; wintor weather, All replasemsnts wers trained in the Pundementals
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of thair basie woeapons, The e3tabligshed system or ellowing replaoce-
ments to join their units dwring vrgstn rerlods wag continued, Casy-
2ltles among Teplacements remained epproximately ten Dor sent (10%)
higher than among experienced troopa, Upon belng committed to active
combat the great ma Jority performed under fire very creditahbly,

Moraele of the troops surtersd dus to the Irotracted period of
time they remeined in sctive combat, The regiment had been engagad in
one hundred and elght (108) days or continuous combat on 30 November,
Every effort was made to give each battalion a ray days out of the
line whenever tactleal situstions Dermitted, A very limited number of
enlisted men and officers (less thap one helf of ona Per cent) were
gent to Paris on PSS every fourth dey beginning with 20 November,

troops with a minimm of one Lot meal ber day, Al commender institut.
ed an active campaign to instruct troops on the tars of the foet to
dravent trench foot inasmueh ms the advent of colder weather and snow
appreciebly inecressed thia type or non-battle casualty,

German prisoners or war taken by the Tegimant during the month or
November 194L are listed by days as follows:

1l November ~ 12 11l November - 0 21 November 2
2 " - 3 12 " - 0 22 " - 0
3 " - 7 13 " - 0 23 " -~ 10
4 " -2 _up " - 0 2# 1t - 9
5 n- - l 15 n - IF 25 1 - ll
6 1 - 0 16 " - 0 26 " - 5
7 " - 3 17 " - 8 27 1 - 6
8 " - 5 18 " - 2 28 " - 25
9 " - 11 19 Ll - 0 29 1 - B
10 November - ¢ 20 Novanmbar . 1 30 November - 2

TOTAL,,,. 135

Thirty-four (34) known enemy deag Were accounted for in the reg.
lmentel area, Reports frop
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weunded. Russlans, Poles and poorly trained second-rate German sol-
dlers had besn rushed into the front lines, The ma jority of the
enemy casualtiss were oaused by friendly artillery fire,

Enemy war materiel captured and destroyed during the month of
November 1944 was tebulated as follows:

MEching GUDS,auesecaness 2 {destroyed)
Ammunition DumpD.,eeenoes 1 "
Bombs, 200 1b5,...esvees 7 {capturad)
Eommc'unanllcoto-nir¢-oo 3. "
Ammunltion, morter,...., 500 rds *
Rocket Launchers, .AT,.., 16 n
DYHMitallcovcsaoilaa-bo 2 Ca L
Minesl Shhg..c::-li-a-q. 2 Ca "
Bombs | Demolitioni;.,.,. 3 "

The above figures include only knovn oaptured and destroysd enemy

meteriel, No estimate can accurately be made of additionsl materisl
destroyed or disabled,

A M M e e o M e e e m ae Tv m  me me e m e M we M e e e ae e we

Report of Operetions written by:

= obart . Setinda_
M/Sgt ROBERT D. DIETERIE, 16062508

Service Company, lilst Infantry
Regimental Sergeant Major
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HIADWUARTELS 141ST INFANTRY RAGIMENT
APO #36, U, S, ARMY

l/,[.‘):if

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Regimental History and Conclusions of
Operations

The Commsnding General, 36th Infentry Division, AFQ #36,
Ui S, Army

29 January 1945

T0

-

1. Inclosed is ths history of the lilst Infentry Regiment cover-
ing operetions in France during December 1944, ‘

2, The following conclusions, besed upon operations during De~
cember, are mede:

g, On several occusions the results of cacrefully planned use
of ell supporting weapons sveilable to a battalion heve been outstend-
ing, The battalion commander concerned hes taken tims to coordinote
Such fires on & time schedule in such a manner that not only is maxi-
mun fire powesr dellvered onto enamy positions prior to attack, but by
shifting the directions from which fires originate, hostile counter-
battery is effectively overcome, For axample, while normal diract
Support artillery lays down a preparation, tank destroysrs will open
fire from the left flenk for thres minutes, followed by tenk or anti-
aireraft ground mission fire from the right Tlank for two minputes,
Meanwhile, machine guns firing in bettery will dd iver heavy velumes
of Tire from central mpositions for five minutes; Mortars enter the
action on scheduls and as the Infentry advances| s crushing weight of
81l supporting srms ties down oppesition until the Infantry cen closs
to the assault, In one instance fires were coordinated in this menner
and as & olimex two M-7's rolled up to within 200 vards of hostile emw
placements and fired a full load of emmunition at point blank rangs,
The Infentry successfully asseulted & very strong dug in position,

b, The use of armor in mess through difficult country broke
the back of hostile opposition in e vitel spot northwest of COLMAR,
* A French combat ocommand, attecking with eluments of this regiment
poured through & seddle in the hills overlooking KAYSzISBERG end de-
ploying, rolled down the stwep, irregular slopes into KIENTZHEIM to
take that strong point in a manner of minutes, Their vicious, coord-
insted thrusts there and on the following day into KAYSZRSRIRG and
AMMERSCHWIHR resulted in the teking of ebout 800 prisoncrs end so

- P
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disorgnnized hogtile forees that no further offensive action could br
taken by the German commend for forty~sight hours, Fiftecn tanks
were involved in this ectlon, support.:d by three or four tank destro:
grs, In addition to the cepture of the prisoners, a large quantity
of gupplies and ammunition were tak.n while two Mark V tenks, a salf-
propalicd gun and four 20mm cntl-elrcraft guna were dastroyaﬁ.

2, ©, In the overations around COLMAR ths German tuctlcs wsre
an interssting combination of feints, frontcl attecks and double .n-
velomments coupled with dering infiltretion tactios designed first ts
gein time to oogemble foreces, s=condly to mislead us zs tp the direc-
tion of their mailn effort, and thirdly to take adventage of ocur over-
cxtendod, shallow dispositlons in an ettempted annihilation of the
gatire division,

From the moment of our approach to the ridge overlooking
the KAYSERSBEHG--BENNWIHR rond, Garmun resction was violent, This
was tha position which they belilaved vital in the defense of COLMAR
and for several days ocur forward wlements wers subjected to foncticsl
frontel attacks coordinated by attacks from smallsr infilltrating uni:
within our own positions., The attacks were mede by units arriving
directly from Germany to be thrown immedistsly into the asscult and
thus spoil any ocontemplated atteck by ua,

This wes followzd by small thrusts at our laft ficnk
whers a sallisnt into our line sxisgted, for which the Germans fought
tznaciously,

Ag soon a8 a 8izseble fores could be brought into our
sactor-~ngelin dircetly from Germany--s hasty lerge-scale attack de-
velopad which struck meinly at our expossd right flank, desp into ths
position, Thils wzs sccompanisd by & smeller blow into the salisnt or
our left and a comprrable attack seainst SELESTAT whers another regi-
mant was loceted., Captured orders and maps showed that the objlective
of thils ottack was to cut the divislon off snd then annihilate it,
Thu force employed smounted to ebout 2500 men but the lesson to be
liarned ia thet the Gorman command, wh.n facad with a desperate situ-
ation, will continus t0 accompllish it onds by desperate, daring plan
put 1nto effect with all the cunning and secrsoy available to them]
sz2eking the weeckness in a dofensive lins which thsy then endeavor to
exploit by a fanatical tenacity,

CHARLES H. OWENS
Colonsl, 14lst Infmntry
COMMANDING
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OPERATIONS IN FRANCE
DECEMBER 1944 | J{
14,1ST INFANTRY REGIMENT [ A

The month of December opened with the regiment holding and attack
ing ecross a front of sighteen and one-half {18%) air miles and aoross
& fronk of many more ground mlles due to ths circuitous trails and
roads recuired to be treveled between positions, The lst Battalion
was in a reserve vosition in L4 CROIX AUX MINES (490579, Sheet 36-18),
The 2d and 34 Battallonswers probing through the dense forests on ths
high ground west and northwest of LE BONHOMME (538528, Shest 36/18),
Company "G" was blocking rhe road nstwork at the COL DE BOMNHOMME
(512519, Sheet 36/18) which the Germens were also trying to block by
cutting many trees acrogs the roads to prevent venetration to ths east.
Company "E" ooccupied positions north of Company "GH#and the 3d Battalior
in turn, sxtendsd northeast to the vicinity of ECHIRY (575592, Sheat
38/18), Company "F" occupied positions extending from Company "' to
HAUTE BARANCON (490517, Sheet 36/18) and‘wglst toward PLAINFAING where
it conneeted with Antitank Commany on the high sround above PLAINTATING
{464,528, Sheet 36/18),  Th> 36th Rzconpnaissance Troon, which was at-
tached to ths regiment, held the southermmost flenk rnd sstablished
contaot with the Frenoh farces in the GTRARDMWR (3642, Sheat 36/18)
ssctor,

The night of 30 November -~ 1 Deo:mbsr wassed with intermittent
enemy ertillery fire, Comreny "G" revported Cermens felling trees
ReTo35. the road esst of COL U BOVHOMME end ertillery was nlaced on
thlsg area., Commeny "F", receivsd ssif-provulled gun fire in the
vicinity of PLATNFLING.

The 24 Battellon Commsnder advissd &t 0911 hours on 1 Decembur
thet a great deal of 2nemy ectivity was heerd around the COL DU BON-
HOMME during the night and i1t wass difficult to determine whether the
enemy wesd withdrawing or re~inforcing. Povevser, Company "GY reported
twenty-rive Germans had infiltrated batwsen two of its platoons snd anp-
proximately thirty Germans trying to vork their way around the comnuny*:
Tlank, Also two light tanks and a column of Infantry were observed
moving wast toward ths COL DU BONHOMME Frlendly artillery was placed
on 211 enemy movements, The 3d Battalfon was werned to watch it's
gouthern flank whére it connscted with the 2d Brttelion, Comvany "B
whlech bed besn ordered off the hill ths previous night wea brought
back into vositlon :nd Compeny "L" wea ordered to send & contect
petrol to Company "E", meanwhils, Compeny "GV engeged the Gorman ~
forces in front of its vosition, €nd drove ths ensmy to the south,
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At 141k hours the Regimental Commander, Colonel CHARIES H,
WENS, 06957, or Tacoma, Washington, ordered the 3d Battalion to
send a patrol inte IE BONHOMME. 1If the town was unocecupied a
platoon was to be sent in to ocoupy it. Lot

Company "0" was still engaged in beeting off Cerman infil-
trations at 1900 hours, Additionsl fanks could he heard moving
toward the COL Dy BONHOMMZ ,

The regimental seotor was extended to the east to insclude
AUBURE (617555, Sheet 37/18) and the regiment was directed to be
Prepared to counter-atteck any attempted enemy penstretion of its
line which now extended for twenty-one miles, The 1st Battalion
sent Company "B" to SUR L'HATR {580588, Shoet 36/18) on tha morping
of 2 December with instructions to maintain conteot with tha 1434
Infentry at AUBURE,

Company "K" occupled Hill 922 (543537, Shest 36/18) during
the night of 1-2 December and dug in & defansive vosition, Pris-
oners taken stated there wera enémy troops in the FAURUPT (551540,
Sheet 36/18) ares, Goman fire was rzeaived from this town,

Contact was lost with the enamy on Hill 951 (483512, Sheet
36/18) ard Hi11 833 (469511, Sheat 36/18) southoast of PIA INFAING,
Patrols were sent to LE VALTIN (470446, Sheet 36/18) und TETE DES
FAUX (542508, Sheet 36/18) in an sffort to re-astablish ensmy contact,

The 36th Roconneissence Troop wos ordered to move cast toward pre-
viously known enemy nositions elong shs kigh ground south or CLIFCY
{44,0527, Shsot 36/18) and PLAINFAING, If the Germans had wlthdrawn
the reconnalssances troop. was to petral ths ridge east of the rosd
Tunning from CLEFCY to L& GRAND VALTIN (Lb3444, Sheet 36/18),

The Division G-3 sdvissd at 0938 hours that extonsiva vatroi~
ling was to be scoomplishad during tho dey es the Division Com~
mandor might give the regiment the midsion of ettacking Hill 1109
(569534, Sheet 36/18) and the hill mess to the south. The 36th
Reconnaissane: Troop wes to axtund its patrolling so thnt eddiw
tionel troope might be relecsed to shift to the esat, Fronech
units on the south were to be kept advised of ell movements,
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Division wes advised at 1115 hours that Compeny "G" was still
engaged ln small erms fire fights neer COL DU BONHOMME and Company
"B" hed cleared SUR L'™ATS and was moving toward AUBURE, Company
"G" wa3 bolng relleved by Company “£" %o cleer out the resistance
nsar COL DU BONHOMME, Company "F" gent patrols to the high ground
and wooded arcas south of AUVIRNELLES (474523, Sheet 36/18) and
BARANCON (L 85520, Sheet 36/1B),

At 1327 hours on 2 Dogembar, tha Divislon =3 stated that the
Division Commander desirsd the troops to get east of the LE BONHOMME
road, The 24 Battmlion was to move during the night but not later

than daylight on 3 December,

The 34 Battmlion reoorted ot 1443 hours thet Company "K" had
receivaed a counter-atteck on Fill 922 and had besen driven beeck to
a knoll due north of the hill itszelf,

The 24 Bettalion remr ted no change in ita éiSﬂbsitions at
1445 nours, Contect wss 31ill being made with the Germans oround
the COL DY BONHOMME .

The 13t Battellon was notifisd thet it would move %o the vie
cinity of Company '"8" end be prapersd to nthtack with two companies
in the morning., Compeny "I" snd Company "B" hod estobliszhad con-
tect but were unable to push south boosuse of darknsss, The plen
for the 24 Bottalion %o move to ths roed of LE BONHOMME was cancol-
led and the battelion was ordered to clert Companiss “Fv gnd g
for movemeont, The 36th Reconneissence Troop was orderwd to taoks
over the 24 Battalion s=20tor, Antitenk Company weg ordsred to dis-
engage itself during the nignt =nd move by infiltration to BAN DE

LAVELINE (504607, Shest 36/17), Commpeny "L* was to remain in
rosition until it was relieved by the 36th Reconnalssance Troop
when it would revert to the control of the 34 Battelion,

The regimentel ccmmend nost moved from LT CHIPAL to the viein-
ity (547563, Sheet 36/18) of WUSTTNLACH (542558, Sheet 36/18) at
1E08 hours,

At 0130 hours on 3 December overations instructiocns wers

issued for an atteck on the beme day. The 1lst Bettalion was ordered
to shift all of its forees ee3t cnd hopin sn atteck at 1000 hours
from thz high ground soubheast of STE MARIT (566557, Shset 36/18)

and nroeesded southerst along the high ground parclisling the FRELAND
(598523, Sheet 36/18) road, meinteining contect with ths 3d Bottallon
on the risht {west) and the 2d Bettalion on the left (east)., The

2d Battollon wes to move by motor to & point (614585, Sheet 37/18)
aporozimately two miles north of AUBURE and procsed south to seize
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the cres around Hill 924 -~ MT LT KLIBIN (618533, Sheet 37/18), Wha:
this objoctive was tekan  thy battelion wes to form & tesk force
¢onsisting of one rifla com™any, & Ssction of tenk destroysrs, &
Section of tanks znd & srusd of Snpinssrs which was to move acst
end seize the road end treil notvork (646538, Shiet 37/18) south-
2c8t of AUBURD, Rimaining elaments of th. 24 Battellon ware to nro-
co8d soubheast eleng the FRELAND--KAYS IRSATRG (645490, Sheet 37/18)
rond toward KAYSIRSBERG., The 2d Battalion wrs rlso to meintain
sonteet with ths 1434 Infentry on th. loft (arst) rnd the 1st
Bottalion on ths risht (west), Th: 3rd Brettelion w 8 to disengega
Compeny “L* .nd aggemble it in the vieinity of COL DES BAGINELLES
(538549, Shust 36/18) provared to ccsist in ths otteck. Company

"K" was to hold its vosition es & blocking foreas uitil reliocved by
Antitank Comme ny by 1200 hours on 3 Decimber, The 3d Bottalion wam
to attack south:est from th: high ground north of FAURUPT along the
hlgh ground peralleline ths Iz BONHO! ME « ~LA POUTRO IR (579505, Sheot
36718} roasd. Ths 2d Battalion wcs also to meintoin contact with
the 1lst Bottalion on ths laft {east) and protoct the right flcok or
the regiment, A roed block wes to ba 3stoblished 600 yards {5894,98,
Shat 36/18) southwest of HACHIMO™D 3 (595501, Shaat 36/18), The
36th Reconnnissencs Troop wes to toke over ths two regimental
obsaryrtion posts south tnd southonst of FRAIZE (455542, Shzet
36/18), vrot.et the Division right flank end meintein contact with
the French on the south,

At 0916 hours an 3 Decsmber, the Regimentel Commend.r notified
the 24 Battzlion thet it wes not to be committed without orders
from regiment,  Such ordera depanded upon how ~ulckly AUBURE was
cleared, Al%o, the 3d Bettnlion weS notified thet FATRUPT was to ba
clearsd cnd not by-ves-ed. 'The Divislon Commrnd:y advised ot 0941
hours thet the Germens wers withdreving from fUBURE at the prosent
time ond the 2d Bottnlion wes to be kevt essamblad cnd allowed to
rest for & dry,

At 1015 hours the 1st cnd 34 Bottrlions begrn thoeir atteek
with Compeny "B" wnd Comveny "I" leading, followsd by Comp.nyv "A"
rnd Company "L%, By 1128 hours Compeny "I" weg moving down the
forward slope of Hilt 1228 (562543, Sheat 36/18}) witkout encoun+
toring opoosition. Smecll Erms fire could be hsord in the vicinity
of Comprny "B", Comprny "E" wos sntoring FLUNHGPT.

The regimentol commund post moved from the vicinity of
WUSTENLOCH to ECHERY (575595, Shaet 36/18),

At 1200 hours the 1st Bottolion reported thet its lecding ele~
ments were recuiving énemy small crms8 rnd mortar fire 800 yards
South of STE MARIR, The 3d Bettalion 8lso bagen receiving mortor
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fire but met no smell arms fire., Ths 24 Bettalion detrucked and move
south towerd /iINMHE but encountersd hesvy morter fire &8s it approech-
ed & blown bridge one mile north of the town,

By 1300 hours the 1st Battalion wes receiving intense enemy
machine gun, smell erms end morter fire. The 18t Battallon Commender
ordered the battelion to asssemble in %he vicinity of the bvattmllon
ocommand post beceuse it was imposaible to pet aupnlies through the
woods in sufficient guentitles to press the attack, At 1338 hours
the 3d Battalion commender mdviged that Comveny "I"™was raceiving
small arms and morter fire end requested vermission from the Tegl-
mental commender to withdraw the comvenv due to the 1st Battalion
withdrawal, Hovever, at 1355 hours the 3d Battalion sdvised that
Company “K" was clesaring FAURUPT anf when the town wes tleared, it
would tis in with Compsny "I" and rntitank Company, Company "L" dug
in %OOO yerds northwest of Company "I" and remained in & reserve
vosition,

The 143d Infentry hed clesrsd AUBURE and the Division Commandar
ordsred the 2d Battalion to occupy the town., At 1500 hours the 24
Battalion notified regiment that it was plecing one company within
the town, one compsny on the high ground on ths right {west} and
one platoon on the high jround on the laft {east), Intermittent
snemy artillery fire of & hesvy caliber was Talling on AUBURE,

The 3d Battalion wes edvised at 1613 hours that its first ob-
Jective for the continuencs of the attsok on 4, Dacember would be the
roed Junction at CODONQOUTTI {593535, Sheat 36/18) with the second
objective of proceeding south to the high eround st LAPOUTTOIZ. The
18t Battelion cssembled in SUR L'HATE end *r3 to remein in reserve
the fellowing day. The 24 Bettrlion wrs to continue with 1ts prave
ious mission and wes to begin 1ts ettack =t Q700 hours,

Comveny YK" olssred the enemv from the voods et FAITRPURT, but
found the sares so heevilv mined and booby-tranved thet it withdrew
tn its original vosition, ’

Thz 24 Battalion sttack wes @eloyed until 0730 hours on A
December due to road blocks and mines, Enrineers were rushed to the
Battellon sector in order to pet this atteck moving. The 3d
Battalionfs zttick b:pan on scheduls st 0730 hoars and moved Torward
without encountering the enemy. The Regimental Commander, who wasg
with the 3d Bettalion, and the 34 Battalion Commander were wounded
by mines at 1045 hours end the Compeny "M" commender was killed vy
e mine, Brigadier Ceneral ROBERT I, STACK, 07585, of Schensctudy,
New York, the 36th Infantry Division Assistant Commandsr, took over
commend of the regiment, By 1200 hours the 34 Battalion hed advapced
to within 1000 yards of CODONGOUTTS, Commeniss YF!" apd "G" also
continued thelr sdvance, 3yhich wes slow heczuse of attempts by ths
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Germans to infiltrate mcross their flanks, Company "F" sent two
platoons to contect the 2d Bettallon at CODONGOUTTE. Company "G
continued to move due south &nd by 1425 hours was 1000 yards west of
FREL<ND, Compeny "L" patrols entered RIBEAUGOUTTZ (578523, Sheet 36/18
by 1540 hours while Compeny "K" sent ostrols aamst to contact Company
"F", Isoleted groups of Germéns could be sesn runninz eround in the
woods es though they were lost, Several groups of Germans wers also
by-vassed during the asdvenee through the thickly farested mountains,
One such enemy group mmbushed the Exeoutive Officer end S-3 of the

34 Bettallon with their radio party. The Battalion S~-3 and two of the
redlo men wers wounded but menaged to escemne es d4id the Battalion Dx-
acutive Officer. Two members of the rrdio varty, howsver, were
ceptured as was the radlo end mrp indierting the betitelinn ohjective
points,

General STACK notlfied the 24 snd 34 Bettslisns thet they would
continue thair stteck on 5 Decsmber with the sams objeciives deaig-
neted, The 24 Bettallon wes told that it had done a good job during
the day snd would move south to an unimwrovsd road (615509, Sheet
37/18) one mile west of ALSPACH (630505, Sheot 37/18) om the following
dav, Roads in the 2d Bettalion area wore to be improvad as rapidly as
vog8ible so thot ermorad units could follow and support 1t,

At 2040 hours tha Reglmentol Commender sent the Regimental
Executive Officer, Lt. Colonel DONALD A. MecGR:«TH, 0260431, of New
Yark City, Mew York, to teks command of ths 34 Buttalion when the 34
Battalion Exscutive Officer wes wounded. The Regimentel S-3, Maojor
HERBIRT Z.E¥I¥Y , 0LOA188, of San Antonio, Texes, sssumed the addition-
al duties of Regimsntal Exscutive Officer,

At 0910 hours of 5 Ducember, the regiments]l commend post closed
&t ECHERY nnd movod to AUBURE. 1500 Goum? of the ¥irst French Lrmy
with 400 mules were etteched to th2 regiment untll the Franch forces
could take gver the s=ctor,

Gormens could be ss:n moving east d-vn thr KAYSIESBRERG velley
on the morning of 5 Decembar ® d the 24 Bottelion dirscted artillery
fire on thsm. Division ertillerv vrs celled to olraoc harasssing. 155mm
fire on this road for thre: hours rs the enemy hed been using the
highwey for soms time, A prtrol from Commrny "F" anterod FREIATD
while Compeny “EY worked to within ’nu end ona-hrlf kilometers of
the FRELAND--KAYS<RSBERG road. By 1200 hours Company "G" hod three
vletoons in the wooded erec directly north of ths rosd., The 34
Battalion contirued to move soubhwest slowly end was on the high
ground west of FRELAMD by noon time,

At 1320 hours the 3d Battalion cortcoted the 24 Bettulion in
- 10 -
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~§iﬂ§b;mn end Comoany "FY revworted the town was cleered of the sasmy.
Coaneay "L" received smell erms fire 1000 yerds northeast of LAPOUTROTH
The Regimental CommandsT ordered the 34 Battelion to keep pushing and
not slow up, The Goums were ordered to occupy FRELAND, as soon Cs
they arrivad in the sector.

The Regimental Commander notified the 1st Battalion at 1520 hours
that it was to be attechszd to the 142 Infentry for the purnose of ger-
risoning SELESTAT (7962, Sheet 37/17). The Battalion wzs to assemble
immedietely &nd be prapared to move whille o quartering perty precsded
it.

Company "F" encountered zsnemy onvosition at 1740 hours while trv-
ing to push south out of FRELAND, Commaniew "EK" end "L" were side by
aide on the hisgh ground Southwest of FRELAND with Commenv "IY batween
their position =nd the north end of the town, Comwnv "I" was ordered
+o hold its nesition, »rior to being committed, until Comvpeny "FY¥ was
eble to clecr up ‘ts opyopitlon,

: The Regimentel Commender notifisd the 3d Bettolion Commsnder 4t
1925 hrurs that thes Battellon had done & good job during the day. He
ordered & patrol sent to LAPOUTROIZ and if that town wag found to be
unoccoupled, troops were to move in, IF Cermans still held the t own,
artillerv wes to bs nlceed on it ond the Goums waould be orderesd to
Fttook it, The Regimentol Commondar ordersd o supply route opened
from FRYLAND to §ACHIMOTTS if it vos nscessary to work on it sll night,
in conjunction with the 2Zd Bettoclion,

At 2040 hours on elert notice wons receivad from Diviaion Heed-
quarters to move th2 2d cnd 3d Buttalions and arrangements were mcde
with The Division ¢G-4 for transporitation ng il regimental transpor-
tetion wes hauling Goums rnd mules for French forces, The 24
Battzlion was notified it would be relisved in placeend wos to arronge
for an z98cmbly crea, The BRopsimentel 8-1 wes ordered ts tocke o
quartering perty &nd cerrange for cuarters for the 3d Battalion and
regimental commend vost in BERGHSIM (723562, Sheet 37/18), the 24
Bettellon in 8T HIPPOLYTT (728594, Sha=t 37/18) whils Antitank
Compeny wes to be Dplaced in eaither BERGHTIM or RODIRN (716585, Sheet
37/18), The 1st Bettalion wes to remein in STLESTAT end wire com-~
munications were to bo run to the t own from BERGTIIM,

By 22730 hours Comreny "KY hed worked e reinforcad nletoon into
LAPOUTROIZ without encountering sny enemy. Com=env "L* rlan pushed
a plrtoon into the town,

The Regimentel S-3 notifiaed the 2d end 3¢ Battalions et 0215
hours on 6 December thet their relief by the French GCuums would begin
- 11 =
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£t 0900 hours, The rellisf wes to be spesded &3 much &3 possible with-
out meklng a relief man par men, French officara were to be notifisd
of mositlons tnd plrce their man a8 they so desired,

The 24 Battulion renorted at 0855 hours thet Company "F" was
engaged with the anemv on e hill south of FRSIAND end that the
battelion ration party had received enemy Tire while cerrying sunnlies
forwerd, Compeny "K" cnd a platoon of Compeny "L in LATUUTROIZ re-
ceived & churter-atteck at sovmroximately 1000 hours, The 34 Bettelior
wes notified thet this town would be h=2ld and forces would remsln on
pogition until the situetion wes elserad uwn, fThe 34 Bettalion
commander advisad rt 1057 hours that the Germens had come up & érow
northeast of LATOUTROIE behind n mortar berrege, The 3d Betislion
forces pulled b.ck from the tswn to the high ground to the north, A
platoon of Compuny "K" wes sent to cut off ths drsw through which the
Germans wers entering the town rnd Comvany "I" w s sant to the cssist-

ance of Comwany "L,

By 1140 hours Comvpcny "I" was relisved with the exception of ons
pletoon, The Goums procaeded through Compeny "F" cond sdvanced south
down the road under supporting firs from the Comwveny's morters, Up
to 1200 hours no French froops hed shown up to relisve Company "g¢,

The Division G-3 notified regiment et 1209 hours that new op-
eration instructions hed bazn issued end the 1st Bottelion would pp-
vert to regimentul control as 3oon as the regimental command nost wes
agteblished in BERGHIIM. A reinforcad battalion wes to remain in
SELESTAT and &3 soon &8 the 143d Infontry took GUEMAR (748544, Sheet
37/18) the regiment wes to be r3snonsible for that town north to
S£14874T, The Rogimental Commandst notified the Division Chief o
Steff et 1210 hours that the reliafl oy the 2d Bettcllon wes progress-
ing ns planned, Howevar, relief of the 3d Bettalion was being hald
up by the German counter-attack near IAFOUTROIE, The Chief of Staff
wes edvised that the regiment could not accent resnonsibllity for the
GUEMAR--S4LESTAT wrea until ths ragiment wrs completely relieved, the
only resnonsibillty cecevted baine for the lst Battelion Iin the
vioinity of SEILESTAT.

The Reglimentrl Commender informed the Regimentrl S-~3 at 1303 hour:
tnot Company "K" had been driven from the high ground :round LA~
POUTROIE end from the town 1tself, Two sgueds from Comnenv "L* had
been captured, The 34 Bettalion commsander was ebout to commit
Company "I" to regein this lost ground, but the Regimantal Commander
orderad this stopmed cnd the French to take over immediataly, The 34
Battalicon was ordsred to leave its vresant szctor as quickly as
nossitle without ndditionsl casualties.

- 12 -
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All units of the regiment with the excention of Antitank Company,
which was stiil avalting relist by French forces, closed into thair
areas by 0100 hours on 7 Decembar,

Both GUEMAR end BEBLENHEIM (695510, Shaet 17/18) received
counter-attacks during tha night of &~7 Decamber and th: 24 Bettalion
wos alerted to move to RIBTANVILLE {6955, Sheat 36/17), The 3d
Battallon was notified thet 1t would notrol from FIRGT IIito tha lst
Bottulion's positions in STIESTLT and tek: over the 2d Battellon road
bloek (754599, Shest 37/13) onc mile eest of ORSCFUTLLIR (73660,
Shezt 37’17), The Division G~3 cdvised the Rogimentel Commcnder et
0920 hours on 7 Dacimher that the 24 Battelisn would be attachad to th
1434 Infentry if it beerma naecssaly to use them to stop the Garmen
ettack, If it wes not npzocssarr to commit them, it would not be
ettached,

The Antitonk Commany moved into ROSCHWIAR (723577, Sheet 37/18)
on the morning of 7 Docember sfter ©3ing rellsvad by French forcss
during the previous night.

The 2d Bat“aoli-n commund:x, Li, Colonel JAMIS H, CRITCHFINID,
022656, of Fargo, North Lakote, nolified regiment amt 1122 hours that
his battalion command post wag al HINAWITR (68453, Shoet 37/18) and
Company "G" wus 3sembling thare, Tae battnlion wem to ba nrapared
to atteck the high ground nrct *LEATSAESYIRO . fhae sitnction. in the
Sector a8 somewhet botter althoue- Gormans suvperted by vacks were
renorted in the vicinity of MITwEINIHD (592507, Sn3at 37/18), The
Division G-3 advised ot 1210 acurs thrt the counterdnttzck had died
down 2nd ne ground had baon 1ost. A% 1530 heuss Divizion ordsred the
Jd Bettellon moved to BUMAWIHR, 4 neitalion 5T ths 1L24 Infantry was
t0 be roved into the regimontal arca 13 aese o7 & gssrwen ebtoek, If
the epemy sttick moterialized Lh-s hettalion would ne rttrched to the
reziment. The 36th Reso nelssnnc: Troap vres arterad to natrol the
Toad batween GUIM/R rnd S-LESTAT. 71 4+ eneounterad any enemy faree,
i1t wag to fipght until ¢ rores could h- trought un to egaist it,

The 24 Bettelion wes ordeced st 1630 hours by ths 143d Infantry
te nttczk & hill (6&5508, Sheet 37/18) 1030 ys5rds north of KAYSERSBERG
provaratory to meking an atteek on the 1 own ltselrl in the merning,
¥z nrtillery or mortrr premaretions were to be mads for thao night
2bteek, Both the 24 ard 30 Battclions waro edvisad tobz on the alsrt
Troo 0630-0730 hours on 8 Decz=mber, Tor o possibis cnemy sountor-
bttacz{a

By 2120 hours the 3d Battelion had closed into HUNAWIHR., The 24

Rathtellon reported that it had advenced further than it had expocted
without recelving fire, having advenced to a voint (667498, Shaot
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27/18) 1300 yards north of KIINTZHEZIM (667L85, Sheet 37/18), The lat
Battalion relieved Gommanv "C" 142d Infentry, on the muthers edge of
STLASTAT et 2030 hours, <nemv flares, morters snd nebelwarfsars were
very active eround the GUEMAR and OSTHEIM (728712, Sho=t 37/18) aress,
Compeny "B" ocontected Franch forcas north of STLESTAT and reparted
thslgirmans cutting tress down secross thz roads in front of their

DOS on.

The 24 Battelion raported at 0730 hours on & December that 1t
haed ocouplsd the hill north of KAYSERSBZRG, formerly held by the 1434
Infentry, without encountering ovwosition, Commany "G", 1li3d Infantry,
which wes the botitclion's left flank, was expeoting another sountar-
etteck. The bettelion commend post hed bean osteblished in RIQUEWIHR
{675520, Shest 37/18).

Ths Hagimontel Commandar notified the Regimental 5-3 nt 0830
hours that the 34 Battalion would relieve elements o the 143d In-
fantry 1ln OSTHEDM. The relief wax to be made undur control of the
1434 Infuntry, but after it was comolated the 3d Battalion would re-
vort to control of the 1lhlst Infantry, The Divisjon Commander ad-
vised at 0845 hours that tha regimentel lino would extend from KIENTZ-
HE IMaSEGOISHEIM (67748L, Sheet 37/18)-~-0STHIIM--GUEMAR., The 1st
Battalion was to be releassd to the regiment upon bweling relieved by
glemonts of the 1424 Infentry and move to tha vicinity of ZELIENBERG
(690522, Shaest 37/18)., The 24 Battclion, however, would not ba ra-
lenssd to regimental control until the morning of 9 Decamber, Tha 1st
Battelinn was notified thaet it would atteck Hi1l 351 {68149), Shast
37/18) northeast of SIGOLSHIIM. The 131st Field Artillerv was ordered
to placs fire on the hill throughout the night.

The Division Commender informed the Feglimentel Commander st 1752
hours that the 28 Battelion would remsin undesr control of the 1434
Infentry until 0700 hours for dofensive murmossa, The 1434 Infantry
was to atteck in the morning. Tha regimsntel left {east) boundery
wes tn axtend to thy towns of MITTELVIHR (691501, Sheet 37/18) and
BINNWTHR (695497, Sheet 17/18),

The regimentel command nost clossed et BERGHEIM ond moved to
RINUEWIMR at 1807 hours. The 3d Bettelion completed the relisf of
the 14 3d Infantry elements in GUEM:R end OSTHIIM by 1630 haurs., Re-
1ief at OSTHIIM was delmyed by hoavy concentrations of enemy artillary.
The roed betwsen (UEM:R and OSTHEIM hed not been swapt formines and
saveral clviliana were vounded and one vshicle blown up as o rosult,

rrisonsrs taken during the day indicated that the COIMAR sector
was being reinforced with & grest many troops, However, the Germans
hed suffersd muny e:sutlties, One of thelr nmisslons was to attack
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£nd hold tha high ground north of KIZNTZHEIM and honld it until tha
lrat bullet end last men wes cxpsnded but thay wers uneble to ac-
complish the missing bacauss of numsroua cesualtias,

The 34 Battalion was vworriad ebout 1ts.lart {enst) flank as ths
Toad between OSTHRIM end GUIMAR wos atill under edemy Self~propallod
gun and small arms Firo, Ths Regimental Commandar ordered Enginsers
to sweep the road betwssn the two towns for mines, but ir thoy en-
countered too much small erpmg firo, it would he nNeoessary to stop,

During the night orf g-9 Decmabor, numercus heavy concentrations
of aneny ertillery and morter Tiro fall throughout thas reglnental
arssa, .

Ths 24 Bettalion reparted an Sheny counter-attack at 0630 hours,
FArman artillery and 30lf-provelled guna firsd continuously sersss
the entire front ang over the compmunicetions Troutes, The 131st Fisld
Artlllery wes using all defensive fires +- Funport the battaliosn, At
0725 hours the 2d Battalion revorted it wes running short of 81 mm

The Division G~3 advissd that the 2d Bettalinn, 1434 Infentry, wes
8180 recelving & countar-~atiock coyming from BEMNWIHR in 2 dus westerly
direction from & sme1l forece, This attack wean broken un as wos the
attack on thas Togimentel 24 Battelion, which hed baen the ansmy's

main affort,

The 2d Batteiilon was officielly released from the 1434 Infantry
and returned to regimental control at 0800 hours, The Supply rosad
betwesn HUNMAWINR and RIWEWIHR, which the 24 Battollon wos usling, waos
gettling impessable, However, the .ngineers wera unable %o put any
men on it due to previous commitments, The 2d Battclion had movad
out in its atteck with Conpuny "G"” leading st 0800 hours but had
edvancsd only 200 verds bafors ueeting machine gun and smell nrms
rira, Engincers attenoting to clsar mines were forced to stop by
enemy artillery, Tenks and tank destroysrs wers unable to got into
position to support tho atbtack dus to the heavy enemy artillery con-
gontrations, Compuny "A" advanced s a voint (680501, Sheet 37/18)
200 yards southwest of FERMZ. BOUX (682503, Shaet 37/18) end atopped,
while Company "p» broceeded to Hill 351 and drove tho aneny from it
desplte homvy smell erms firs, Company "K' noved b2 ths vieinity o
HUNAWIAR upon orders of the Regim.ntel Cormander, The 1434 Infantry
Tanorted another munter-attook 100 yards south of Company "A", fThe
2d Bettolion continusd to have & herd fight in its tttack., Company
"G recoived ouite 2 faw casunltiss wvhils Commany "F" was opuwosed by
Tour machine guns and many riflemsn, Tha Reglmental S-3 ordersd
Company "E" to move to the lzft {288t) to releese a gommany of the
1434 Infantry desnite the st-tement of the 24 Battelinn Commandar
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thet the comnmany was holding ell the terrltory 1t nosalbly could,
Company "B" received an increasing emount of fire end its coppany
commander was wounded, The comvany becams disorgenized and withdrew
to the north slove of the hill, Company "B" steted thet it had receivs
fire from friendly tenks and tenk destroyers from the vicinity of
ZRLLENBZRG. 1434 Infantry forces in this ares were ordered to s top
all fire in the regimental 1st Battallon sector. The 34 Battallon
continued to hold in the vicinlity of GUEMAE with Company “I™ and 1n

the vicinity of OSTHIIM with Company "L" despite the ever increasing
volume of enemy artillery.

The 24 Battallon was informed that it could use three batteriles
of artillery to mssist it and the Division Artillery was placing
heavy concentrations around the edges of KIINTZHETM. The 1434 Infentry
admitted thet its tanks end tenk destroyers hed been firing on the lst
Battalion troops, but the situstion was eorrscted end two companies
were ordered to get beck on Hill 351 besfare the CGermens hed & chance
to return. The 24 Battalion wes informed that the 3 t Battallon would
attack at 1500 hours with Company "A"™ on ths right (west} and Company
"0t on the left (east).

The 1st Bettalion edvised et 1325 hours that Comranyv "£" had
gone over Hill 351 and some elements of the comrany had gotion into
__SIGOISHEZIM, These elements were receiving heevy shelling and Germans
ware reportsd to hove worked in behind them, The 1st Battallon -
pommander, Lt. Col. WILLIAM A, BIRD, 0280648, of Barberton, Ohio,
atated that he would not send Company "0 farward until 1500 houra
unless it wes determined Company "i" was really in trouble, Then
Comnany "C" would clsur the areas and swing left (zast) to teke the
objective of Company "A"., The Regimental Commander appraved this plen
but steted thet Company "B" must relieve elements of tha 1434 Infantry
et & point {68LLOB, Shuet 37/18) 1000 yards west of BENNWIHR as quickly
as possible. At 1458 hours Comvany "C" jumped off to try to contect
Compeny "A". The compeny encountered two men from Company "A" who
gteted thet thair compuny was fighting in SIGOLSHIIM, Ccmpany “C"
sent & patrol to irvestigete the status of Company "A". Supporting
tanks had difficulty trying to get eroupd Hill 393.-MT DE SIGOLSHEIM
(676498, Shaet 37/18), One tank got on ths other side but ons was
hit. 'The tenk which rescched the southern slomre of ths hill was sn-
deavoring to cover by fire the other tanks which were mansuvoring tho
get through the emomy?s Tire.

The 24 Battalion reported at 1616 hours that Commany "E" had
agtablished contact with the 1434 Iafentry two hours bsfore, Comnany
nEt wag still in close contect with tha Cermens and haed be=n uneble to
knock out the emsmy strong woints in front of its nosition, Comuvany
"G" patrols, whiech tried to resch the mein roed, w=re driven back by
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Heavy artiilery concentrations,

The 1st Battallon commsnder recaivaed e mezlage rrom Comsany "AM
2%t 1530 hours 3teting that artillery ang 81 mm morter forward
observers and machine guns were nseded, Ensmy tanks were eotive in
the southern section of SIGOLSHETIM, Thirty Germans were known to be
within SIGOISHEIM and an estimated fifty to 3ixty more with the tanks,
Comnany "an Tranorted its vosition (678,85, She®t 37/18) on the north
edge of SICOISHEIIM, Compeny "A" had sent a two man patrol to contacti
Company "B" and the men had moved to the Southern edge or BENNVTHR,
ancountering only German troops, The 1st Battalion commender steted
that Commany "B" hed almost completed relief of the2d Battalion, 1434
Infantry at 1715 hours, No word had besn received from Company "Cn
whieh hed last beep Seen going moross Hil]l 351,

The 2d Bettalion commender notified the Regimentsal Commander at
1735 hours thet he bellevea &t leest 200-300 GCertmans lay dead on thas
hill in the Bettalion sector. The battalion area wes minad and Com-
pany "F" had bzen meeting sxtremely heavy resistapce alil day, The
Regimentel Copmander orderad the 24 Battalion to establish contact
between Companies "a" apgd "G" and pet Company wpn strelghtensd out
the following day, An attack on KIENTZHRIM was nlanned and defangife
Tires were to be laild out in tha svent thz 24 Battelion mads the
atteck,

At 1930 hours the 1st Battalion revorted a vlaetaon of Compeny #on
on Hill 351 with the company's other {two vlatoons oroceeding towmrd
BINWWIHR, The Regimontsl Commendor ordered the list Battalion to got
‘in touch with Comm.ny "av spng get supplies to 1t, The remeinder of
SIGOISHEIM was to bs teken by the britelinn on 10 Dacember while the
2d Battelion atbeoked KITNTZHL ™,

Company "L" rsported =t 2115 hours that there was a great doal
of znemy movement south of the roazd out or 05THAIM toward ROSEIERANZ
(724172, Sheet 37/18), wMorters &nd ertillery fired on this route,

The 1434 Infantry sa2nt fifty caliber mochine guns over to QSTIHIIM
to rfire into BENIWIHR, The 3d Battalion Commandsr, howevar, rofused
to let them fire without tha toncurrencs of the Regimentel Commander
23 both Companies mav gpg "CU would bo 14 Yine with their firs on the
wegt side of BENMITHR ; also’ the machine guns would drcw inoreassd
ensmy artiliery on 34 Battalion troons,

The 1st Battalion ordored the two platoons of Compeny "Cv loeated
in BENNWIHR to pull beck to & vosition on Hill 351 e¢nd gain contcet
with Company mah ig SIGOLSHAIM. Ths 143d Infentry wea odvisad not to
Tire intq BINNTTHR until both Compeny "C" nlrotoons had withdrrvn,
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At O4LOO hours on 10 December, all regimental troops hed been withdrawn
from BENNWIHR, Company "C" repa ted quite & few Germans within the
town end had & fight with them, hitting two tanks--one with a bazooka
and the other with two rTifle grensdesz, Eillipg seventeen of the enemy
and capturing two. .

During the night of 9-10 December Company "G" reported a great
deal of vehicular and horsswdrawn traffic in KIENTZHEIM. Enemy tanks
kept firing from the town and it appeared that stpong reinforcesments
were being brought lnto the fown,

Mo contect hed been mede with Company "A" during the night, Fa-
trols from Company "C" continued to seerch for it,

The Division Commander notified the Regimentel S-3 &t 1010 hours
that new operations instructions were being issued. Comoveny "I" would
be relieved by the 142d Infantry end Compunv "L" by the 1434 Infentry,
The 1415t Infentry sector was to extend from BENNWIHR to the French
road block on the right (west), The 36th Reconnsissence Troop wes to
he attached to the regiment end rslief of units would be eccomplished
during the dey. The 3d Battalion units which were relleved were to

assembls in HUNAWIHR.

Both Companies "B" and "C" baceme engaged with enemy forecas on
the morning of 10 December, Company "B" recelived heavy shalling and
amall arms fire while Company "C" was cut off from communications by
Germans infiltrriing scross ita flank,

The Division Commander at 1110 hours ordered the lst Battallon
command post to move to FERME BOUX (682503, Shest 37/18), He elso
directed that a staff officer be sant to try to locete Company “"A",
The 13t Battalion Zxescutive Officer reported at 1139 hours that the
24 Battallon had contactod & platoon of Company "A" at the southoast
vase of Hill 393, This platoon stated the other two platoons of their
company wers Tarther south engeged in a fire fight,

The 36th Reconneissance Troop established its cormend post in
URSTRUNG (631537, Sheet 37/18). A six man group wes established on
Hill 557 (628521, Sheet 37/18), sixteen men on H1ll 651 (639521, Sheat
37/18) end eight men on Hill 672 (653518, Shaet 37/18}, 'Those grouns
were to patrol between the hills and south to the French forces at
AISPACH (630505, Sheet 37/18),

Both the 18t and 24 Battalions were subjected to artillery fire
of unuzuel intensity et aprroximetely 1430 hours. Both battalions
were alerted for eny possible ettecks mede by the Germens, At 1510
houre an obssrvetion vpost revorted & hecvy fire fight on Hill 351
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of whitch most of the fire was friendly intersversed by Gearman autoe
mgtic weavons fire, Comvany “C" baceme engaged with the anemy &nd
Company "i" dispatched a patrol %o try and locete Company "i", How-
ever, Comvany "E" beceme engaged in a fire fight west of Hill 351,
The 24 Battalion used 4,2 mortars and small arms fires to clear up
this ares,

The Reglmentel Commander ardered the 1st 'Bettalion at 1732 hours
~-to send another vatrol into SIGOLSHZIM in an effort to locate Company
"A", Antitank Companv was sent to protecet the bettalion laft {omst )

- flank, 4 coordinsied attack wag to be made in the morning with the

13t Battalion attacking SIGOLSHEIM, the 24 Battelion attecking
KIZNTZHEIM and the 143d Infentry attacking BENNWIAR,

Company 8" received a counter-attack &t 1736 hours from Germans
Infiltrating into its position from the east and Comovany "E" was
called upon to meke an immedlste ettrck to suvnort Comneny "B", By
1810 hours Commany "B" rediced thet it was still holding out and
enemy smell arms firs was decrecsing,

Company *F" sant a strong combet netrol to the nose of the hill
overlooking KAYSERSBIRG which cavtured ssven Germens end kEiilled five,
Hegwever, the prtrol wrs forcsd to withdraow,

By 1955 hours the Compamy "B" Sector had quietsd dovn, A fire
Tight was golng on in front of Compeny "F" while many enemy vehiclsa
were heerd moving betwsen KAYSERSB2RC and KINTZHEZIM,. The 1st Bat-
talion wes ordered to send a combet petrol with an officer as leader
to SIGILSHEIM to locatd Compeny "A", The 1at Bottalion commender
advised at 2125 hours thet a three nan patrol had resched to within

The 24 Battalion notified the Regimontel S-2, Major ROSV9LL K.
DOUGHTY, 0280726, of Leroy, New York, that civilians rena ted two
German radios operating within the town of RINUTWIHR where the Regi~-

mental Command kost was locnted, Diviaion was requested to send
Counter- Intslligencs Corpg versonnel 4o 3eerch the town on 11 Des
cember, The 34 Battslion was slso alerted for a nossibla counter-
attack in the moraming on ths regimentel right {west) flenk,

The night of 10-11 December was makked by heory conocentrations
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of enemy artillery fire throughout the regimental ered, An enemy
potrol ren into the poaition of Company "G" snd threw several hand
grenades,

Beginning ot 0650 hours the Germans opensd up with artlllery
concentrations on &ll fromt line positions, Mortar fire was also
received all along the front although no enemy counter-sttack hed
been reparted, Both the 1st and 2d Battalions began firing defensive
fires at 0715 hours. At 0826 hours the lst Battellon reva ted the
enemy hed Infiltrated and was attacking Comvany "C", The 34 Battalion
was alerted immedistely to counter-attack tha Germans, An observa-
tion post renar ted Germans working toward Company "G". At 0845 hours
poth Companies "F" and "G" were engsged in besting off & counter=
atteck., Comvany "K" was ordered to move behind the 24 Bettelion end
pass. throuph Compeny "B to hit the resistance encountered by Companies
v gnd "C". Company "K" was to remain atteched to the 2d Bettellon
until the 1st Battalion situction wes clearedup, The 24 Battalion
asdviged at 0909 hours thot the situetion eround Compeny "G" had gquietsd
dovn, Three or four snemy maechins guns had been set ub during the at-
teck and two of them hed ueen knocked out,

The Regimental Commandar sdvised the Division Commender at 0913
hours that the regimental attack would heve to bo postponed until the
enemy attack was broken up. The Regimental Commanpder planned to ate
+ack 85 soon &8 the Cermens had been routed, For the attack Compeny
wgw wag to teke over Hill 351 and the 2& Battalion take over Hill 392,
By 1032 hours Company "C" hed broken the German ettock on its positlion.
The enemy group in the saddle vetwsen Hill 351 and Hill 392 was ousted
with six prisonsrs being taken gnd sn unknown number df Germens killed.

The Ist Battalion was ordered at 1110 hours to attack toward
“SIGOLSHEIM 8t 1200 hours to relieve the vressure on Company “A".
Attacking units were ordered to teke rifle grenades, bazookas and
antitonk weepons with them,

Prisoners teken by Commany wgn reparted that they nad been en-
gaged in a fire fight with AmeTricans in SISBLSHTIM on the pravious
day, but the Americens hed withdrawn, This wes mresumed %o ba Company
nat which hed been out of contect with th: regiment for two days,
Since contect hed not besn o s8trblished with the comveny =nd supplies
hed not resdhed it, it was bellieved the men hed either been capbured
or killed.

The 1st Battelion jumped off in 1ts stteck at 1200 hours with
Comvany "C", plus a platoon of Company "K" atteched, lending., The
enemy threw B heavy smoke Screen over the entire valley extending from
SIGOISHEIM To Hill 351 to BENNWIHR. The 1st Bettalion met strong op-
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position almost immediately. Both Companies "gr gnd npw recalvad
heavy artillery, mortar, small arms apd automatic weapons fire.
Comreny "C* could not advance and was forc.d 4o Just hold its ground,
Company "R" wag pulled out of vwosition apd Company "E' was sent to it
aggistance, Howaver, the Company "B" aragn was subjfected to haavy
enemy fire of all types and Company "g» could not move in, The
artillery was directed to fire defensive and counter-battery fires to
assist ths lst Battalion in returning to its origing)l nositions,

The Division Chief of Staft wes notifisd by the Regimental Com-
mander at 1403 bours thet the lst Battelion would be vpulled beck and
the 34 Battdllon would Teplacs it during tha night, Ths Regimental
Commendar requested somz offective counter-batiery fire to reduce the
large volume of enomy &rtillery thet mraoluded any ettack of baing
Successful, The lst Battelion wes ordersd to mull back to RINUEWINR
under ¢cover ot derkneag, Commany "I took over the tesition of Commpan
"8" at 1525 hours, Antitenk Company was attoached to the 34 Battalion
and e¢ontinusd <o maintain contmet with the 1434 Infentry, The 34
Battelion completed the relief of the lsat Battalion as soon as dark-
ness fell and the lst Battellon closed into RINUEWIHR at 1900 homrs,

During the night of 11.12 December, patrals from the 24 and 34
Battallions revorted extenszive enemy movement arsund AMMERSCEWIHR,
KIZNTZHETM and KAYSERSBARG, Numeroaus henvy artillery concentratiosns
tell throughout th- T egimental aren, fThe 143d Infantry reported heavy
enemy traffic moving ints COIIAR--ons vehicle per minute--from the
asuth, -

At 0730 hours on 12 December, snemy 20mm ertillery and morter fir-
began falling on Companies "Ev, n@n ¢ng "G", The 34 Battaliosn raports:
8 small counter-sttack which was repplsed, Company wEh reported ensmy
movement on its right flenk end defensive fires were placed on this
area, At 0829 hours the 143d Infantry commander edvised that the
Germans were counter-attacking in BEFMVTHR and ¥here wssa enamy infii-
trationsaround BEBILENHE M (696710, Sheet 37/18} The Resimental
Commander ordered the 36th Reconnaissance Troon et 3900 hours to send a
combat patrol immedistsly to contact Comnany wpw,

One of the Regimentel I&R {Intelligence & Reoconnalssence) Plztoon
observation posts reported at 0900 hours thet Germens were moving on
the regimental aoomend post in RIQUEWINR from the north and west,
Company "F" stated the Gemans ware working eround its right flank on
Hill 621 (65550L, Sheet 37/18). The I & R OP(observetion vost) re-
ported forty Germans moving down & trail from the woods Just northwest
of RINUEWIHR, Company "B", 83a Chemicel Battalion, on the hill west
of RIQUEWIHR, reported Germens within its position, ALl of its am-
munition hed been ussd up trying to stop the Germens and its troops
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@6uld no longsr hold the enemy, The remnents of Company "A* end Com-
peny "B" revported Germens within_ RINUSWIHR and more caning over the
hill into the town, All personnel of Regimental Headquarters, Head-
quarters Company, end 1st pattalion units within RI U WIIR: were alert-
od to drive off the Germens, RDOth the 24 end 3d Battalions were in-
formed that the Regimentsl Command Post wes being ettacked., At 0947
nours the Division G-3 steted that the Division Gommander was on his
way to the regimentel command post and the 24 pattelion, 1L2d Infentry
nad baen aleried to essist the 1418t Infantry if it became necedsary.
At 1008 nours Company "B", 83d Chemical Battalion advissd that 1ts men
were 211 pinned down by ensmy fire apd rcre out of emmunition, Onsa
gsestion of its 4,2 mortars had besn overrun end cavtursd. The company
was orderedto evacuete 1its nosition if poesible, Meanwhile the IT&R
platoon OP directed three separs te migsions of ertilleTry simultaneoull
upon the edvancing Germans 82 effactively thet the atteck lost its
momentum and wes finslly t urned back efter tws-hours of this artillery
combined with the counter-atieck vy Intantry. The Regimental
Commander notified the lst Battellion thet tenks were moving ump from
the 3d Battalion to support it, The 2d Bettelion ramorted at 1031
houra thet Companies "F" :nd "G" were baing subjzoted to heavy
artillery end Germans had gotten into its morter vositions, The = .
battalion reauested Company "K" to spread out and protect tha rear of
Companies "E" and "G", By 1042 the 2d Bettalion counter-sttack: Bad
cleared up & little. The 155th Field Artillsry Bettalion had secured
some direct hits on Germens coming up & sunken road from the west on
the bettelion's flenk, The 24 Bettalion Commender, who was observing
from a tower within RIQUEWIHR, reported that the attack on the Horth-
west snd of the “town was pretty well in hend., GOermans had cut the
supply road leadine to Companlies "EU end "G" but both companies were
holding their own, A prisoner stated that 1000 officer @andidates of
the German Army were meking the atteck on RIQUEWIHR. The mortars of
Compenies "L" end "H" end the remaining section of 4,2 morters of
Company "B", &34 Chemlcal Rattalion, were zerced in on the west end
of RIWEWDIR and the high ground to the west, The Germans oontinued
to press toward the town from the hills end the mortars end small arms
rfire directed sgeinst them orested heevy cesualtiss. They kept coming
in such numbers, however, that some of them penetrated within the town
wells and street fighting began. The 34 gattelion was ordsred to sand
its reserve compeny {Compeny "L} to the south edge (673518, Sheet
37/187 .of RIOUEWIHR. Tenks of Compeny "A", 753d Tank pettalion, were
reported moving from EUNAWIHR ©~ RIQUEWIHR elthough thsy ware having
+o travel through enemy firs, Tank destrovers of Comveny "B" 636th
Tank Destroyer Rottelion, moved to the south antrence of town and open-
ed up with their mechine guns, inflidting eddltionsl heavy casualtles
on the Germans,

By 1225 hours Compeny WR" wes southwsst of town, Company "A" was
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3outh of thwn and Comveny "C" had restored the position of Company "B",
834 Chemiocal Bettelion, just northwest of RIQUEWIHR. - The 3d Battaslion
was advised not to fire past the wood line and only at Germans that
could be sesn,. One tonk coming from HUNAWIHR was knocked out by a
German bazooka, The 3d Battalion sdvisad thet Company "L" would heve
to Tight its way to the o uth edge of RIQUEWIHR., Tha 2434 Infontry
began an atieck southwest from HUNAWIHR at 1200 hours and Compan’ 'G"
to the northwest of RIQUEWIHR was advised to watch oubt for the 1434
Infentry thoops, The 24 Bettalion Commander informed regiment at 1246
hours thet he could sée mortars falling ssventy-five yards in front of
Companies A" and "B", A 2d Bettzlion mechine pun wes ploced in the
clock tower in RIOUEWIHR to supvnort units with overhecd fire, The
situation to the south of RINUEWINR was unknown &8 the communications
wire had been cut in twelve known pleees--elthough 1t was known thet
Company "L" woa working wesat in this aree, All ertillery was stopped
excent on call of the 1st Bettellom, By 1250 hours the lst Battalion
troops hed worked to the edge of the woods, The 24 Bettelion wanted
all artillery in RIQUEWIRR to cense firing, but the Regimental
Commender ordered it to continue to fire on the ridge weat of town,

Company "F" was engaged in o fire fight at 1300 hours and called
for defensive firea, Compeny "A" procesded to clecr the houses on the
ecst side of RIGUEWIHR, following which it was to reorganize and clear
the ares, The remsining 4,2 mortors of Compeny "8", 83d Chemical
Battallon, went back into position, Hy 1327 hours Company L' hod
rzached the south edge of town end dispersed to awalt orders, Company
"F" revorted Germans coming in on 1t in incressing numbers and Gomvany
"L*.gnd supporting tanks were ordered to prodeed to its sssistance.
The misslon of Company "L" was changed apd it wns ordered to procesd
south along the high ridge west of RINIEWIKR to contact Company "Fn
while Companies "B* and "C" aonteined the ensemy and swepb along the
lower ridge to contact Company "F" on tha rient (west), Company "C®
wag to occupy the high ground west of Comvany "F* and oubvost it well,
The 24 Battalion, l43@& Infentry wes ordered by Division to vraceed to
Hill 672, then Hill 621 and contact Commamy "F".,

As the atteck agninst RIVUEWIHR dissiveted and the ensmy was rout-
ed, the Germcns began throwing heevy artillery into the town, The
slopes up to the wooded sechtor northwest, west and southwest of town
were dotted with the bodles of Germans killed in the ntteck. It was
astimated thet betwesen 200-300 snemy dead lay throughout ths
reglrental area.

The Division Commender sent o message at 1600 hours to hold Hill
351, Ths 24 Bettalion, 143d Infentry, wos atteched to the regiment,
The Division order wns to attack cnd clsar the ridge north of KAYSERS-
BERG and sateblish a line salong the edge of the woods,
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The 24 Battellon reportsd the Gormanswere on Hill 621, Two
piRtoons of Company "F" were separsted from the Company's third
platoon by an enemy force although the Germens ned made no push
sgainst Company "E" mnd »gn, By 1610 hours the first elements aof
Comoany "L" nad established contact with rear elements or Company upn,
The 24 Battalilon, 1434 Infantry, waes making slow Progress due to the
steep hills, Havevar, it was not in contact with the enemy,

The Regimental Commander ordered the 36th Recornaissance Troop
to send a patrol to Hill 672 from which 1t had besn pushed off the
previgus night. The troop wes in position on Hill 671 dus north of
Hill é&72,

The 2d Battalion 143 Infentry wes notified rt 1655 hours by thea
Regimental Commandar that an rttrek order would be issued on 13
December, for an attack with two comrvanies end Commnies "P" rna "L" of
the regiment which was to reseh the cleering just north of KAYSERSHEERG,

Compenios "Fv gpd "L 1linkaed topether end coordinated their posit-
ions for the night,. A erert deal of the ensmv force between Companies
"F" gpd "G" hod becn eliminated, but Suvvorting armor had pulled bask
and a gop wos created betwsen the two unita, Company "G" wos angaged
with the Germens at 1827 hours, The 24 Battaelion commender was
ordered to recover the mres in this gap and bring forward his support-
ing armor, Tho 243 Battelion, 1438 Infentry, was cautioned to bring

By 1930 hours Companies "§Fv gpa "L" wers 500 yards east of Hill
621 and in contact with the enemy, while trying to set up a defensive
line, Antitank Compeny moved up on the ridge with Comvany nEn, A
smell gev existed batween Compeniecs "Fr sna "G", 'Bhe 24 Bettalion,
1434 Infantry was also in contect with the Germens on & 1ine extending
from the woods (668515, Shest 37/18) 800 yards southwest of RIQUEWIHR
to a voint (658525, Shest 37/18) 1480 ysrds west ar RIQUEVIHR, Com-
rany “G" was dug .in 400 yards south o the town with Company "B" out-
vosting 1t, The remaining small farce of Company "A" want inbo
vosition due north of RIGUEWIHR.

The Regimental Commander held n conference with ths Commanding
Qfflcers of the 1st apd 2d Battalions and the 24 Battalion, 1434 .
Infantry, at 2030 hours to issue instructions for tho attack on 34
Decanber. The atteack was to begin for the 24 -Battelion, 1434 Infentry,
at 0900 haurs to regain Hill 672, A vortion of the regimente) 24
Battellon was to attack Hill 621 at the 3ems time, but the romaindsr
of the regimental 24 Battalion would walt until the 24 Battalion, 143d
Infantry, come abresst of its position, Each battelion wes to have a
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roserve slement. The lst Battallon wes to be in vosition on the
ragimental reserve lina. Tha Regimaetal Commander stated 2ach
brttelion hed done a good job in rapelling tha anemy attock, &3 did
Compeny "B" of the 83 Chemical Battalion:

information from prisoners indicnted thers wera at leost 150
Germans dug in on the northecst slops of Bill 672, This informstion
was given to both the 24 Pattalion, 1434 Infantry, and the 36th Re-
connelssance Troap, The 36th Reconnalssance Troop was ordered to hold
H1iil 671 at all costs,

. During the night of 12-13 Decomber, Company "G" had small arms
fire on 1ts right west) flank end ertillery and self-propsllad zun
fire fell throughout the rogimental arsa in concentrations of varylng
intensity. Over 100 rounds of morter fire wera placed on the position

of Company "I" around 0500 hours. The 24 Bettalion reported at 0710
hours on 13 Decembar thet moricr end ertillery fire wes still falling
at a steady rate in the pattalion area and requesied counter-battery
fires.

The Regimental Commander informed the Division Commander at 0830
hours that Comnanles "L» and npn ware stralghtening their front 1line
and extending to the ripht (west). The 24 Battalion, 1434 Infeniry,

vegeived Tire from Hill 672 but was golng to sttack et 0900 hours.
Phe Division Commander steted that the 1t Battrlion should assembls in
a reserve nosition as Hs did not want the q}}ﬁthréaﬂbattalions.
committedrat once, T

The Regimentasl Commander jnformed the 2d Battalion commander at
08L4 hours that the Germans hrd movad in batwsen his Company "F" and
Company "E", 1434 Infantry. A potrol was being sent from Compeny “"C"
with some tanks to move on thila risistones, Howeysr, Compony "EV iList
Infantry, wes to move on this registence immedigtely, The 2d
Battelion S5~2 notifled regiment ot 0847 hours thet communication lines
vetween Companies "E, "F¥ cpd "GM had beesn out. The attack of the
2d Battalion, 1434 Infoniry, was neld up pending elimineting the
Gorman force betwesn it and the 2d Bettolion, 1h1st Infeontry. Linsmen,
attempting to restors telephone communicetion hetween the 2¢ Bobttallion
sompaniss, reported thay were fired upen by Gormans upon returning
to battalion hecdquerters,

The Division Commander ctteched & company of Wnginwers to ths re-
gimant which, in turn, wore £o be o ttached to ths 36th Reconntissance
Troop, The 36th Reconnaissance Troov was instructed to mine the road
{645520, Sheet 37/18) betwean Hill 651 end Hill 672 os quickly oS
possible. IT addition=l mining was necesserv, the 4pginsers ocould
nocomplish it 9 soon s thay errived on moaitlon,
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The 18t Betislion commrnder was notified by the Regimental Com-
mander ot 1021 hours that enemy urassurs apainst Commany "B" haod been
ralieved and troons menning & rocd Blodk (664530, Sheet 37/18) in
tie wooded sector west o RIQUEWIER could be pulled back, However,
an observation post and o few machine guns vere to remcin on the hill
north of the road,

The 2d Battelion, 143d Infontry, advised at 1110 hours that it
was cdvancing across {ts antire front, Tho right flank wns on Hill
641 (654524, Sheet 37/18), The tanks with Company "C*" were Tiring
vetween Company "F° &nd the 24 Bettalion, 143d Infantry,. No dafinite
information had been received on the status of Company "F" as wire men
bhed been unable to et through tha enemy Tire to reestablish come
municetions, By 1142 hours, Company "E", 143d Infantry waos roeceiving
machine gun end small crms fire, :

A elvilian report wasz roceived thet the Cermans wers going to
fire on RIQUEWIHR from 1200 hours to 1500 hours. The 131st Fisla
Artillery wes instructed to vlace haressing fire on known genemy gun
positions, All units within RIQUEWIHR were alsrted for Dossiblae
bombing,

The 1s{ Battallion notified regiment at 1220 hours that Company
"C" was alright end it hed estmblishad televhone communication with
Company "F", . Company "F" wes not on Hill 621, but wes on the southern
Slope of Hill 666, The Regimsntel Commander ordersd Companiss "L
end "F" ot 1308 hours to start moving toward H1ill 666 cnd thence to
Eill 621, The 24 Battalion, 143d Infentry, wes on Hill 672 by this
time although it wos meeting stubborn raslstance,

The Germnns begen shelling RIQUEWIHR =t 1300 hours with artillery
concuntrations of unusual intensity. Except for brisf respites ths
sheliing wntinued for threc hours,

The Division Commander inquired of the Reglmental Commender at
1335 hours that 1f two campanlss of Englncers were atbtachodtto the
rogiment, could the 24 Battelion, 143d Infantry, be relisved and the
regimental 34 Battelion be shifted .over to the right (west), The
Division Commander statad thut he was trying to esteblish & two
battelion front for each regiment und pet each unit into its own aren,
Ths regimontal left (east) boundary would be th: saddle between Hils

.351 and 393,

By 1442 hours the 2d Bettrlion, 143d Infrntry, renorted it
balicvad enemy resistence wes breaking & 1ittle, Comvmany ngr, 143a
Infontry, was moving southesat from Hil)l 672 although Comoany "B,
1434 Infantry, wes still in contect with the Germens, The 24
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Battallon, 143Q Infantry, wes advisedithat it would be reliuved by th
3d Bettalion, 1l4lst Infentry, on thermorning of 14 Decembor, Ar-
rangements for the relief ware 0 be handled direct bstwoen tho two
battalions, Antitank Company was to teke over the pogition of
Company "L" which was still attiehed to the 24 Battalion.

The planned ralisf on Hill 351 by the 1st Battalion, 1434
Infentry, was delayed and finolly ccneallsd beccuse of & countor-
attack on thu 3d Battalion, 143d Infontry, This nocessitated plocing
Companics ¥A" and "B" of the 111lth Engineer (C) Battalion t» garrison
Hill 393 while the regimental Companies ™"E" and Q" cleoned up
reslstence on Hills 666 and 621,

At 1680 hours the 3d.Battclion wes alorted for a mossible counter-
cttack &3 enemy tenks and tenk destroyers were obssrvad moving from
KIEMTZHZIM towr rds Comrenies "F" ond "G", Compeny "L" received tim
gxpected counter-stteck ot 1728 hours with Germen tenks and tank deag-
troyers G¥ying to work up the sanddles between Companiss TEY rnd ngh,
The 2 Bottonllon Commendsr wes cdvised thet if Commeny *L" could not
handle the atteck, Comveny *"F¥ wrs 4o be ussd with Componies "BY eond
"G" in reserve, Howsver, Company "F" beccme angrgad in o fire fight
at 1758 hours, The Cermin armor was turned beck by friondly crilllery
fir:, Company "G" wos relisved by Company "BY, 11lth Inginesors, and
Compony "E® was relievsd by Compony "4 11lth Zngine=rg, while Compeny
B, 1434 Infontrv, relisved Compony "I after drrkness, Antitonk
Comovany, 1lk34 Infentry, took the wrong trocil and wos delfiyed in re-
lleving the regimsntel Antitonk Compony, This relief wns o key point
in the exchange of vositions of thetwo regiments rnd other unit
rzllaf's were stovved panding the straightsning out of this situction,

Tha 1434 Infentry Commendsr renobted enemy infiltrations to tha
right {enst) of MITTEIWIHE at 0020 hours, Company ™A™, 111tk Enginsers,
rapoTted at 0110 hours on 1k December, o counter-ottecik on its left
front and celled for dafensive firos, The Gormans wers reportod to .
have broken through the saddle betwesn Hills 351 ond 393, Company g,
11lth Engineers ecnlled for defensive fires and Antltnnk Company was
recelving small crms fire from 1ts rear {northwast), Company "A"

Tired fleres end Compeny “I", which had Just beon relieved, was
ordered to roturn end drive the Germons from the saddls bestwuen tie
two hills. The 1434 Infentrv Commrnder v notifisd thet oll rell:fs
would bs halted and all units would remnin on vosition, ineludirg the
24 Bottalion, 1434 Infantry. The 3d Battalion commr nder revorted that
the regilmuental Antitenk Company ssemasd to have olerrad up the in-
flltration in its sector znd was holding its own, whils Comvany "g%
also stabilized its ores,
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The 248 Battolion commander edvised ot 0720 hours thet the two
companics of Enginesrs were recelving o strong ntteck. Cermans over-
ran part of thelir posgitions, Ths Battallon communder nosked whether
or not he should sattock., The Reglmental Commander stoted thet if the
Enginasrs could not e¢lzsar un the infiltretion, Companies "E" nnd "Gg"
ware to ansalst them. Howaver, the two comncnims were not to be
committad unless it wes absolutely necessary, At 0758 hours Companias
"B and “G" wers ordered to restore the nosition of the Znginzors,
Vhen This wes done, the Enginssr Comwenles werz to be placed in re-
garve. The 1434 Infentry wes £ dvised that Comprny "IM would be
attacled to 1t if cssistence wes needed in eliminrting encmy re-
sigtrnce in the MITPEIWINR sector. If Company "IV wos committed, .
however, it was tc be velievad ©8 nulcklyes might be possivle, it
wes verified by 0953 hours that Germans woere dug in on the lower north
slopme of Hill 392. <Compony "IN sdvised ot 1000 hours it wes attnched
to thé 1434 Infontry and had bosn ordered to attack due enst to help
Company "A", 143d Infentry, which had b.en cut off and surroundsd in
MITTELWIHR,

The Regimental S-3 notified Division ot 1030 hours thet the
gituation in the regimentel sector remcined critical on Hill 393.
The enemy hod teken the western port of the hill and wos dug in on
the lower northern slopss, Conmpenies "CM, "EY apd "G" ware ettock-
ing south to restore the position., Informetion geined from pris-
oners Iindicated thet three Georman compenizss hed taken part in the
ettack against Hill 393 during ke morning, Comovany "A", 1llth
Enginsers, continued to redelve enemy cttecks, One platoon had been
gurrounded ond snother near the comnany commond nost wes hrving
trouble with German Infiltrrtion, Tenks weore being brought forward
to aid in routing the enemy. The Regimentisl 5S-2 rewuestued Divielion
for an alr misslon ageinst the Cermen vositions to the south, This
mission, Divisicn advised, had already bsan reaguestaed from higher
hzadquarters,

The 24 Battellon, 1434 Infentry, notified regiment ot 105i4 nours
thet it wes firinge nrtillery, morter cnd mechine gun fire on cnomy
pesitions and was recelving artillery fire back.

By 1113 hours Comnany "I", supported by two tanks snd two tonk
desiroyers hed entsred MITTEIWIHR, It hed not contoncied Company "AY
143& Infantry, but could see it fighting shesd of them., Company "K"
was engoged ln & stiff encounter bab was heldlng its own despite tie
faet that Germans wers behind its position, Compeny "LV contooted
Comvany "B®, 1lith Engineers and Company "G" hed manoged to contact
Company "A", 11ith Epginsers. All units were engeged in smell orms
fire fights, At 1159 Lours a redio messege from Company "K' wrs ine
tercaptud whereln it advised that it wos receiving an attcoek on its
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right (west) flenk rnd needed helv. The 3d Bettelion was ordored
t0 notify Company "K" thet Compcny "E' had esteblished: contact with
Cempeny B"™, 111th Enelneers on Company "K"t's right flenk and
Company "2" would push to the l:ft {eest) to be on the right of
Comveny "Kv, The 24 Battelion commcnder advised et 1309 hours that
Comranies "E" end "G" hed worked unto the hill but were not 1n &
vorv good position, Ths Regimental Commander stated- that both com-
panies were to push to the top of the Hill, clear Iit, and then push
on to conteet Company VK",

The 2d Battalion, 143d Infentry, continued to push forward but
1ts edvence vas very Slow, The 36th Reconnsissance Troop, which had
sant a forco to Hill 672 efter the 24 Battalion, 1434 Infantry,, Had
left it, stoted 4t hed gotten into a fire fight ond the patrol leader
hed bean kilied, The Regimentsl Commender ordered th: troop to sond
an officer with its patrol and continue on with the mission,

The 3¢ Battoclion commander steted ot 1417 hours that it appeer-
sd a8 though Conmpeny "K™ would be pushod off of its position., Par-
aonnel of ~Zntitank Company were moving forwerd as riflomen to assist
the compeny. The enemy wes using fleres and leylne heavy morier
concentrations on the company arec, The Regimentel Commandsr re--
guasted the 1434 Infantry relecse Compeny "I or gend Comvany "BY,
1434 TInfantry , to the assistencs of Comranv "K", The 1434 Infcntry
atcted that it was sending 1ts Antltenk Commeny to cld Company YK
immediately end the regimentsl Commanv "I would orobrbly he re-
lzezed within thirty minutes and returned to the regiment a3 aqulcekly
8% nosgibls, Tho Regimentrl Commender ordered ths 3@ Battallon
oommander to send Company "I" into the —osition of Comneny "K" as soon
as 1t regéined the 34 Bottalion, If Compeny "K" lost 1ts nositlon,
it was to be retsken and then Company "Cf wrs to return to the lst
Battellon,

Company “G* hod pessad through both Enginser companies by 1557
nours ond hed regeined o littls ground. Company "G" wos following
Company "3%, Compeny "K" continued tobe attecked on three sides
and weos barely holding its position., Its casualtiss haed bean heavy
end enomy snipers were very sotive, Antitarnk Compony, proceeding
to the assistance of Company “K", received heavy ertillery concen-
trations, Division wasvadvised at 1700 hours that the situntion
an Hill 393 hed becn partially restored end most of the positions
alnag the high ground hed been rotaken with Company "E™ working on
the Ir st high ground hold by the Germans, Enem¥ groups remoined
in the area of Commneny "K*, on the east slovpe af Hill 393 nond in the
saddle t2 the east., Both Companiss "I" and "C* were vrocsedlnr 1> the
assistenca of Company YK". By 1852 hours, however, Compeny "K' had re-
goined all but 150 yards on its right flenk, Comvany *I" wea o
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relisve Comveny "K" while Antitank Company, 1434 Infontry, relisvaed
the repimsntsl Antitank Compeny,

The 1434 Infentry notlified regiment.at 2000 hours that the Germaons
nad broken throush north of MITTEIWNIHR nnd were heeding for ZELIENBERG,
All units ware slerted, Compzny YG" was ordered back to the high :
ground pnorth and west of RIOVUEWIHR where it could overlook ZELIENDERG,
Antitank Company, heving bs.n ralisved, was ettached to the 34
Battelion and placed south or RIVUEYVIAR., fThe night vassed with
gporadic ertillery fire, many caemy fleres and German sniper fire in
the forward areas,

At 0900 hours on 15 December, the 24 Battellon, 1434 Infantry,
Jumpsé off in anp atteeck. Tho Regimﬁntal Commender slso notified )5
the regimentel 24 Bettellon to bhe prevared to ettrok et 1000 hours,

Tha 30tk Infantty Regiment of the 3d Dlvisisn, which hed be:n attachad
to the 36th Divislon, moved into vosition »n the reeiment's right
{(wast) flank in preperctlon to aetteck to the south.

The 34 Battellon edvissd et 1052 hours thet 1t had coordinated
with the 2d Battellon snd wzs workine on the emamy» nock:t an Hill 393,

Division advissed nt 1210 hours thet 1t hed intsrounovted & message
from the 30th Infentry Reglment steting that its 24 spd 34 Bottelions
hed croased their line of departure in en ett:ck st 1110 hours, This
attack hed not been scheduled until 1200 hours, The 24 Battulion,

1434 Infantry, wes informsd of the etteck and at 1300 hours wes ordsrod
by the Division Commender t9 sand & petrol to contect 30th Infantry
uhits,

Approximately 60 Cormen Infentry on Hill 666, supportsd by
mortars and machine guns, were placed under artillery and nmorter
concentrations by Comveny "F", Efforts to dislodge them by sSuch
maens were unsuccessful end this ensmy force Blocked any movement
anto Hill 621, Conpany "P" continued to attack to drive the Germans
from thelr dug in wositions,

At 15450 hours tha 30th Infantryvy wes cutting scross the right
flank of Cormweny "G%, 143d Infentry, Both orgadizatlons were in
vhysieanl conteet with each othar, Commepy "EY, 1434 Infentry, wss
almost on Hill 666 end wes endesvorines to contect Commany "F, 1hlst
Infentry. The Regimentel Commtnder ordered Commeny "G", 143¢& Infrntry
to move off of the ridge due to its being vinched out of positlion by
the mdvence, of the 30th Infantry. At 1510 hours the 24 Bettcllon
was ordered to push both Comnaniss "F" and "L" forward with all
nersonnel and not as natrols, Units on thelr right flank wers pushing
forward also,
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The 2d Bottalion eommender notified regimsnt ot 1625 hours that
e reinforccd pl toon of Commeny “G" wos engaged in a heavy Tire right.
on the battelionf's right (west) flank., The Rattalion cormnnder hed
besn fired upon from Hill 666 by four ¢nemy mechine guns whils re-
turning to his commend vost. The 30th Infantry was attacking HIlLl
£55 but its foreces hod haen scentterad by & very heavy enony artillery
concentration, : v

Both Commanies "B, 11llth Engineers and "E" rscaived a counter-
attock ot 1737 houre end Commany "C" wes hlerted to ro to their
sssistance if it beceme necessary., Comnmany "IV btegrn ettacking £t 174
hours, Oormans were firing from th: north slde of Hill 393 close to
the bottom of the hill.

The Division Commendgr celled regiment at 1930 hours tofdotermine
the situction -n Hill 666, The Regimentel S-3 potified him that the
hill would hrve to be clzared of tha enemy from the north and both
Commenies "ET and "G" 143d.Infentry were to evrroach it thet woy, The
Divigion Commendsr suggested infiltrating Company "F" into the Germen
wpsiticna as the 30th Infentry would expedt ths hill to-be c¢leared,.
*he Regimental Commander stated that he had a different pictire of the
gituation, The 24 Battelion, 1434 Infentry, was being pulled out of
the line with the ezcewtion of one platoon and ons section of heavy
machina guns in ihe Company "E" wositvion,

By 2009 hours Company "E" had cleared uv its areeé around Hill
393 with the excention of some sporedic smell arms fire on the
north slope, Comnany "I" was repx ted on 1ts objesctive at 2030 hours,
having definitely knocksd out ons enemy strong wolint,

Company "B", 111th Enginscrs, was ralieved during the night of
15-16 December, by Comvanies "E* and "G". Intermlttent eneny
artillery fire fell throughout the regimental ares while dafensive
Tires ware laid along ths front by frisndly artillery units,

}G@“U Nn tho morning »f 1% December, efforts wore mede to clear the 7
hwill sround Compeaniss "I® and "E", Comnany "I" Tired st everything
that moved in its ssctor, The 2d Battalisn, 1434 Infantry, and the
30th Infantry Regiment continued their attacks, Both organizations
viere engaged in sharp enparemants at 0942 hours but reported they did
not believe resistance was s8 heavy a8 on the orevious 4ay.

The lst Battamlion was ordarsed to assemble Companiss YA" and "B®
in RIQULWIHR in preparation for & movement to another area that was
cantemplated by higher hiadquarters.

The 3d Battalion received thres minor counter-attecks during the
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morning«-gll of which were repulsed, DPrtrols between Compenies "E*®
end "I* were engaged by ensmy units as they attempted to make contact.
Considerabls enemy activity could be heard in the 30th Infantry
sector. Compeny "GY, 30th Infaniry, wes attampting to contict Company
"E, 14lst Infentry, but was recciving heavy fire from six machine guns
and riflemen, However, elemsnts of the 30th Infantry pressed forward
and ware on the outskirts of XKAYDIRSBERG by 1130 hours and were meet-
ing only sniper resistence, The 24 Battalion was ordered to get its
armor &nd Infantry ready %t~ rush forward aid s ssist the 30th Infantry
pushing into KIENTZHAIM. Drhe Rabtielion renlied that 1ts armor could
not move beceuse the roeds in Yot of 1t were min=d and the main
route weg blocked by & knocksd ot sank, Enginvers were sant forward
to essist in removing mines,

Goermans on Hill 666 &nd 621 continued to eive Commany "F" a
great deal of trouble., Requeats to Ifirw ~rtillery end morter
concentrations on the hills werc forestalled by the 24 Battalion,
1434 Infantry, which statcd its troouws were to close to this ares,

The Division C=3 notiflied regiment et 1532 hours that each
reglmantel combet teem of the Division would zend one officer per
company &nd ons Bergeant per vlatoon on a quertering party to & new
ares in the vicinity of STRASBOUPG. Regimentel and battalion S-2's

were to remein with the unita effecting relisf of the regiment for
thirty~gix hours after the relisf was effected, All mups, aerial
photographa and rellef meps of the procent area ware to be left with
the rellsving units,

Neither the 30th Infantry nor the 2d Bettalion, 143d Infantry,
had been able to clear the snomy from Hill 666. Compank a "G and
"F*, 1hlst Infantry, could not move forward unless this position wes
cleared, Arrangements were finelly mede to register mortars on the
hill, Tho Regimentsal Commander ordered four tanks to =0 over the
saddle between HIlL 621 -nd Hill 393 and chell the south slope of Hill
393 and the towns of SIGOISHFEIM end KIENTZHEIM.

arrangements wers comvplobed for Cannen Compeny end the 1st
Battellon to move nerih ©n the STRASROUEG area on 17 Decembser, Both
units were ordered te clincr RIBFAUYILIE oy 0700 hours,

The 2d Battelion wes crdored o wend two reconnsisscnce patrols
into KTENTZHEIM during th2 nilght to secure £1] possible information
avout conditions witlian if, Compeny "F" waa to be pullsd back end be
pleced in regimental reserve, At first light on the morning o 17
Decembe r, the battalion wes to ettack and clesn out all opposition in
its sector from the southern slopes o Hill 63 toward the north, The
3@ Brettaljon wes ordered to send two reconneissance petrols into

-~ 32 -

- AL A A Y

RECINESE Y AT TW T oA 4 et



SIGOLSHEIV The 24 Battallon, 1434 Infantry, was relieved and re-
Joined it: warent orgenization.

Tha 2T Battallon reparted at 0415 hours thet 2 Compeny "G" patrol
hai® orocceded to the outskirts of KIENTZHEIM end made contret with
two ansmy outposts thers, The vatrol heard motorevelas nnd vshicles
moving and o great deal of loud telking, A Compenv "2" mitrol went
to tha veck of Hill 393 eand hesrd Germans talking’ and valking around,
The 1318t Fisld Artillery wes ilnstructed to continue its haressing
fire on these two places,

! Ths Divislon edvised regiment on the morning of 17 Dacember, that
8 French armored unlt wes wulling itto the area and gpuides were to bhe
furnishad to show its officers routes ovar the hills to KAYSERSBERG,

A coordinoted atteck meds by the 2d snd 34 rogimental bettalions
and the 1lst Battaelion, 1434 Infantry, wes scheduled to begin ot 1000
hours, Hwmwever, the atteck wws delayed pending clsaring the Germans
from H1ll 393 by  the 24 Battellon,

The 30th Infantry received & countsr-sttadk ot O9LL hours which
cut off 1tz forwerd commaniss YA cnd "BY., The 1434 Infantry reported
Gurmen tenks and Infontry forming between KIENTZHMEIM and KAYSERSRERG
in the 30th Infantry aren. By 1048 hours Company "G" vas working
oround the: west cdge of Hi111 393,

The Regimesntol 5-3 notified the 24 Battalion that French tenks
wera goling over the seddle between Hills 393 end Hill 521 and the
battallon wes to push forward with these tanks, All alemants of the
battalion wore to be notifisd thet ths French tenks were friendlw,
Hill 666 wrs declarsd clearsd by 1130 hours oad = oletoon of Comneny
"Gw, 1434 Infantry, which hed bezn left behind for that nurpose, was
garrisonnad there ponding results of the French frmorsd znd 24 Bria .
tclion atteck,

The 1lst Baettalion hed devoarted from the RINUEWIHR aran ot 0LOO
hours and moved into positions south of JSTRASBUOURG along the RHINE
River. Ths battelion was attiched to the 15th Infantry Regiment of

the 3d Division.

The Division G=3 was informsd at 1201 hours that the reglmental
attack hod not fully begun &8 yet, The 24 snd 34 Battalions wore
ocecupied in clesring a stpong point just north of Hill 393 where the
Germons seemed to have many eutomatic weapons and ammunition. ¥#resnch
armor wes ready to pass through the regimental sector, Division
stated that the 30th Infantry wes holding off a German attack in
KAYSERSBERE while French forces wers hitting mined roeds and raceiving

fire from the = uth.
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The 24 Battalion was advised &t 1209 hours that Fronch forces were
moving out of RIQUEWSHR and would pass through the 2d Battzlion ares
shortly. Division inquired et 1250 hours whet »rogress the French tanks
waro malting os the Frenoh commending officer steted thera wars thrse
German tanks in KAYSSRSBERG which were cemusing a grert derl of trouble,
Enemy troovs hrd penetrated r¢s fap a8 the middle of the town. The
Jd Battalion edvised et 1300 hours thet it wes still walting for the
2d Bettalion to oleer H1ill 393, A 1434 Infantrv vatrol to Hill 351
fourd an enemy strong voint directly in front of Comvany "E" which
consisted of two machine guns and at leest nine riflemen,

X At 1318 hours the Rerimentcl Commander ordered ths 34 Battalion
to beglin ottecking SIGOLSHEIM immedistely and the 2d Bettclion to
attack KIZNPZHEIM, The 24 Babtelion wes ordered to send Companies

YE"™ and "G" forwerd with tanks, Battalion boundaries were to be dis-
rogarded i it became necessaory to move into vposition to take the town
of KIENTZHETM, The 3d Bottalion commander sdvised“that his attack
would stert in five minutes although Germens were in position in front
of both Companles "I" and "K' and tis ground to ba covered was devoid
of cover,

The 24 Battelion commander was notified by the Regimental S-3
at 1351 hours thet Companles "E" end "G" were to push Sputh behind
the French armor while atteched supporting armor arf the battalion
followsd. fThe Freonch ermor was going into KAYSERSBERC whils the 24
Battallon must take KIENTZHERIM to probtect the 3d Battalion's right
(west) flank, While this order vas being issued, the Germans launched
& counter-attack againat Company "E™, The =nemy elso0 begen to lay
haevy artillery concentrations on the emdvencing armored unita,

The attoeck ageinst Comvany "E came from the drew in the vicinity
of Comouany "I, Comneny "E" wes forced from the hill snd lost more
ground than it had taken during ths morning, Comvany "F" was being
sent forward to restore the situstion, while Commeny "I" meneuvered
to get a better approach epeinst the attecking enemy, Americen plenes,
asslsting the atteck by strafing enemy vositions, were raceiving
antiaircraft fire from COLMAR., French tanks had penstrated into
XIENTZHEIM, 7The Regimental Commander notifiesd the 24 Battalion that
two comvaniss of the 143d Infentry were on their way to RIQUEWIHR os
reservéwhile Companiea "E" and "G" moved into KIENTZHEIM.

The Division Commander stated &t 1528 hours that the 2d Battslion,
less Company "E", wes t2 remaln in KIENTZHEIM until relisved by the
30th Infantry,

By 1742 hours Comptnieg “F" and "G" were within KIENTZHEIM and
Company '"E* hed regmined part of the ground it had lost in the
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counter-attack, The 2d Battalion o mmendsr vas worried ebhout tle
defense of XKIENTZARIM and the Ropimental Commander ordered thet ell
slements of the battelion, including supnorting armor and ertillery
ohservers, ‘'with the axception of Comnrny "EY, move into KTENTZHE T
and establish an cll around defenss, 1If the German counter-attack in
KAYSERSBERC wrs broken ub, the Division Commander haed orderad the 30th

Infantrv to push on cnd meks contact wit the 23 Bettalion ot

AMMERSCHWIHR, Two compenles of the 1h3d fnfentry were ln raserve be-
nind Hi1l 393 if e counter-attack developed, The Regimsntal Commandor
not ified the 24 Battelion commender at 1815 hours to contoct the Frenoh
Commending officer in XIENTZHEIM and plan the defense af the town with
him. The 3d Battslion, 143d Infantry, was behind Hill 393 with the
3¢0th Infentry on the nose of the hill averlooking KAYSERSBERG.
Regiment” ~was sepnding a 284 redis and a swithboard to be instelled in
KIENTZHEDf., Tha 24 Bettelion cdvised that there were still plenty

of Germans betwosn Companies #g™ and *I" who had not bosn clk aned out
when the attack order was received, Also, there wore three tank dese
troyers, bten tanks end two gsootions of forty men each of the French
rapoes within XTUNTZHEIM, No French armer had gons into KAYSERSBERG
from ths regimontal sectoT.

The French requested et OL4L5 hours on 18 December, thet one -
platoon of Infantry nrocezd into XKAYSERSBERC wlth thalr armor gnd
tha 28 Bettalion was ordered to furnish this ol tron end one saction
of mechine guns, Also, srrangsuents were mede with the 131st Fleld
Artillery for e Tifteen minute artilliery peevaration to prucedo the
movement into EAYSERSBERG.

The Germans throw concastretion: after concentration of heavy
artillery into KIENTZHZIM during the night end intermittent morter
and srtiilery fell throughout the romainder of the regimental avea.

Division was edvised et 0821 hours on 18 December, that the
Fronch hrd postponed tholr ettack until 0900 hours to await the
arrivel of mdditional Infuntry.

The Regimentcl Commonder notified the 3d Bettalion commander &t
0832 hours that tha 1434 Infantry hed sent a patrol to the top of Hill
351 wnd found no ensmy thera, The 3d Battslion wes ordersd to ocoupy
the nill befors the French atteck began, The 34 Battalion, itself,
wos not to cttack during the morning but was to nrganize for one
while armored units fired on both Its flanks end on SIGOLSHEDM,.

The 143d Infantry Commander collid at 0946 hours to determlne the
tims of the 14lat Infontry atteck, Th2 143d Infantry wes going to

attack MITTEIWIHR ond BINNWIHR at 1000 hours Yt mipght chenge to ad-
just thelr etteck with thet of the regimentsl units, The 143& Infentr
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was notifisd that the 14lst Infentrv would atteck at 1100 hours end 1t
chenpad its attacking time to correswuond,

At 1000 hours elsments of tha French srmored forces entsrad
¥AYSERSICRG,. Orne nletoon of Company "G cccommnied this unit,

The 3d Battclion commander notifisd regiment -at 1053 hours that
1t wes receiving a counter-attcck from the direction of Hill 351.
Artillery and tenk fira were lald on the Gemmans cnd the 3d Bottalion
wes ordered to atteck as spon &8 the enemy's counter-pttack hed becn
smashed, The Gearmen effort wes launched against the Company “K" left
flenk end on Compeny "B", 143d Infentry,

The Commending Officer of tho 24 Battalion, 15th Infentry Regiment,
reported to tho Regimental 5-3 at 1142 hours that his troops were
marching fron RIBEAUVILIE to RIQUEWIHR &nd he wog sending a ro-
connelssance perty forward to check the situation,

The 30th Infentry reported at 1152 hours that it had meds contect
with the French forces cround KAYSEESBYRS®, The Comreny "G" platoon
which had moved forward into KAYSERSBERG with the French, reported at
1155 hours thut conteet hed not beon esteblished with the 30th Infantry
whichk wes reévorted in the southern vert of the town, The pletoon hed
taken sixty nrisoners and the French had teken more, Two commanies
of Germans werse within XKAYSERSEERG end heevy smrll rrma fire fights
were going on, Ths Comrany "G" vlrtoon renussted thnt the remainder of
i1ts ocommeny be sespmb into town to sssist mopning un the area, H{ncmy
sheiling was everaglng 200-300 rounds wer hour and it wes very
dirficult to mainteln communiertions,

By 1255 hours Compenies "I" end "L were engeged in a lerge fire
Tight end the 3d Bettalion commender requested thet Company 8" tie in
on the right {west) flank of Compony "IW, The 3d Battaelion was st111
in contact with Commany "B"™, 1434 Infentry. Reguests for tank ond
tank destroyer - fire were mede to bo fired from KIENIZHEIM,

Ths 24 Battell n was ordered »y the Regimental Commander at 1305
hours to roturn all of Company "G* from KAYSERSBIRG when movping up
operations were completed, Company "BY was t> assist the 3d Battalion
immedintely by & flonking atieck on the right (west),

Firas ceused by artillery and armored unlts were obssrved in
STGOISHEIM end Germans coulll be obssrved moving .cross country to
the south from KAYSERSBERG to AMMERSCHWIHR,

The 24 B attalion commender steted vias redio st 1347 hours thet the
ra0d to KIENTZHEIM wes eonjegtsd with treffie rnd resumnly of fighting
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units and medical evacuation of the wiunded wes immossivle, The
vattalion requested the roed bs vrolicod ilmmedietely and thres
embulcnces be sent to it as rulekly 23 nossibvle,

The Division C-3 edvized at 1355 hours that omeratiom in-
structisne were coming out on the movement of the reglmesnt to the
SPRASBOURG area.. The 15th Infantry wos to rolieve all of the lilst
tnfantry, nlus Company "B" nnd elements of Anti-tank Company 1434
Infantry., The 13lst Field Artillery, Company “A", 111th Enginsers
and Company "A", 1llth Medlcal Battalion, ware 2ll to move undsr
regimental control, No trucks were to move south of RIBEAUVILLE
during deylight.

mhe 24 Battalion was notified at 1500 hours that it would be
relieved by elements of the 30th Infantry ns soon as darknecas fell
and would assenmble in RIQUEWINR,

The 3d Battellon strted that 1t could not move becouse of the
intensity of CGermen artillery and moriers felling on its nositlon,
The Cermens wero olso smoking SIGOLSHEIM snd the vellsy to the
south., The battslion wrs ordered o esteblish contact with flenking
units and dig in, The bettalion wes mlso rdvised that it would be
relisved by the 2d Rattalion, 15th Infantry, during the night,

The Regimentel Cormender informedithe Division G-3 =t 1705
hours that the French hed e sauadron of tenks in AMMERSCHUTIHR and
also hsd 40O vmrisoners in KAYSERSHERT which they wante=d someone o
take chargg of,

The 2d Bottalion was notified at 1750 hours that it woull not
be relisved during the night., It was to be relieved the next day, if
nmgsible, but no lator thah the following night. At 0600 hours on
19 December, tho battelion was to revert to the control of the 143d
Infantry anéupon its relief would move by truck to the STRASBOURG
seotor. All othor elements of the regiment were to boe relisved by
0600 hours on 19 Decemher and move to the new area, All supporting
armored units attached to the 2d Battalion were notified that thoy ¢
wauld Temain in the 1line =8 long ag the battalion itself remeined.

Comptny PE" renorted at 1912 hours that there was enemy Infantry
and tank movemenit in the west sdge of SIGOLSHEIM, Commany "GV was on
its way back frori KAYSERSBERG to its origlnpal pasition with the 24
Bettalion, The Regimental Commander st 2013 hours ordersd the 2d
Battalion to send a combat vetrol into AMMERSCHWIHR, If Fronch
forces were within the town, B comnany was to be sent to asslut them,
At 2348 hours the Regimentcl Commender notified the 2d Battalion
thet it was imrortant to get & company into AMMERSCHWIHR a3 oulekly |
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e% vossibls, Movement was to be made bv wsv of KAYSERSBERG., The
German counter-atteck received during the day wes believad to have
been launched from AMMERSCHWIHR and it wes vitel thet the-town be held,
Some French tanks and & few ITuf:ntry voere within the town, but the
tenks could not be exvected to overate durine the nicsht end needed In~-
fantry protection of bazookas and rifle grenedes., An attack by enemy
tankkE waz aslmost 8 certalnty. P

The Engineers were requosted to construct o bridge on the
KTENTZHE IM--AMMERSCHWIHR road but Division B-3 stested 1t would not be
wut in, This entellsd & longer route io AMMERSCHWIHR &nd clrcuiltous.

communications,

Qgﬁib' Thd Division Communder at 0021 hours on 19 December, ordsred
L,f*’CGmnany "F* to proceed into AMMERSCHYIAR. The Regimental Commander
notirjed the 2d Battrllon that Comnany "F" probably would have to
fight its way to got into ths town, The comvany moved out at 0200
hours but at 0435 hours e raport was recelved that 1t was belng held
up by a friendly unlt clong the route, While checking this roport
wlith the 30th Infantry, & French llelson officer reportsd thaot Com-
pany "F* hed arrived in AMMERSCHWIHR at C©630 hours,

‘ At 0715 hours Brigedier Cenernl STACK notified Colonsl CHARIES H.
.OWENS, the former rcglmentel commander who hrd beer wounded on 4 .
iDecember and had returned from the hospitcl, thet hs wes again in

tin commnnd of thse 1hlst Infantry Repiment and the soctor had reverted
to control of ths 1434 Infantry,

The rogimental commrnd most closed rt RIVUEWIHR -t 0900 hours
and moved to ILLKIRCH-GRAFFENSTADEN (991930, Sheet 38/16), re~opcning
tho command vmost nt 1100 hours, At 1830 hours tho regiment took
command over the 3 ector south of S8TRASBOURG from the 15th Inf.ntry

Regiment,

The lst and 34 Bettelions occocupled positions betwscon the RHONE -
RHINE Censl {Cenal du Rhono Au Rhin) cnd the RHINE River. The Bt
Battollion waa in the vicinity of STOCKFELD (026925, Sheet 38/16)
while the 3d Bantizolion occunied positions in the vieinlty of NEUHOF
{024,935, Sheset 38/16), Both Brticlions were instructed to maointein
actlive apd nlert potrols, A civiliaon curfew was in effect from 1730
hours to 0630 hours eacch night and all eivililcns on the strects were
to be plcked up between these hours, ~he 131st Fisld Artillery was O .2
instrueted to sst up defensive fires betwsen ths RHONE-RHINE Cancl

and the RHINZ River,

/ The 24 Battrlion revarted In et 2155 hours strting thot Compondes
"EM, "G" and Heedquorters hod clossd into WOLFISHEIM (952985, Sheot
38/16) while Compznles "F" cnd "H"™ wero erroute to tha aren,
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puring the nieght of 19-20 Decumber, Company "G" rsnorted hearing
armorod vehicles on the German side o the RHINE River, Tha 3d
Battelion reported heavy czliver artlllery falling nsar the KEHL-
STRASBOURG bridge.

mhe 24 Bettalion notified rogiment et 0102 hours on 20 December
that its rellef in tha RIQUEWIHR area hes been comoletud without
difficulties and Comveny "H" wes closing intc WOLFISHETM at that time,
Tha G-3 of the 3 Divialon was informed of this.

At 0900 nours the 3@ Battalion roported s large fira of un-
determined origin in KEHL., A few rounds of frivndly tank firc was
sent meross the RHINE from the 34 Battallon sector,

©The battelions along the RHINE River formulated alert plans and
sstablished patrols betwecn unlis, Contaoct was made with Fropneh
forces at FORT HOCHE (025883, Shaet 38/16),

A hugs explosion of undeterminad origin rocked the ground in the
vicinity of Company "L" at 1930 hours which evidently ceme from the
Gorman side of the RHINE, Similar expldsions werc heard 1n the
viclnity of KEHL at 0600 hours on 21 Decembor,

The Reglmentel Headouarters Intelligence & Roconneissance {I&R]
Platoon made patrols every two hours through the regimontal area,
Antitank Compeny 2lso estsblished hourly watrols,

During the night of 21-22 December snohv flares wore noted and
sounds of & convoy could bo hsard in Gurmany acreoss Irom tha 3d
pattalion gegtor,

On the moraning of 22 Decomber, the Enginours were called upon
to install barbed wirc and trip flarcs in thu regimental soctor,

Tno Division G-3 adviscd at 0930 hours that another task farce
consisting of onuv reglimunt was coming into the Division arce and
would ba located in tho vieinlty of the lhlst Infantry. All bet-
tnilons woro informsd at 1652 hours thet thuy w.ro to furnish guidas
at 0800 hours on 23 Docembor to lead another unit into position in
their sectors, Tho Division §-3 stetod that unit would not actuslly
taks over the regimental positions until 2359 hours on 2L Decembor,
Mcanwhile, the regimont wes to Tind locations and pillets for the re-
lioving unib.

A trip flarc was sct off in the Company "L" scctor arcund 2030

hours but patrols wero uneble to find anyone who might have sot it
off, The Division G-2 cselled tho Heglmesntal S~-2 at 0220 hours and
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steted thet the IA34 Infantrv felt certein thet thelr communicetion
lines hed beon tapved ond the taaa word hed been comnromiaad, «11
battalion: were notified of this, A Gormen mochine vistol wons heerd
firinge on the ileft fl-nk of Compoay "B"™ in th: 3d Brtinlion nree nt
0319 hours on 23 Decemher from the Franch sid: of the RHINZ., The 3&
Battolion stated that it hod teken over ths Comwony "B" oubt-post
vozltion the previous dny, A%t 0319 hours th: mochine olstol weos fired
nnd somaone roan up o this wmoaitlon cnd threw . Gormen hand gronade
which wounded one mon., At tho some tims o telp flare wont off nunr the
Anti-tank Compeny observetion post. Both thu Ist cnd 24 Battclions
wero alerted and were scarching the woods, Agoin at 9730 hours ths
mochine oistol fire was hoard between Companles B¢ and “A",

The staff of the 242d Infeantry Hegiment of the 424 Division, which
wns the unit rellovine the regiment, orrived ot t$he regimental commond
post at 0927 hours cnd receiving disposition of the troops and dlans
of overations.

A cub observation plane cf the 1324 Flold Artlllery wng sent up
ot 1135 hours to look for cnemy mortor oositions ond reconnoiter the
on:my wositions on tha C.rmen side <& the RHINT,

During the afternoon of 23 Decumbur, troons of the 2424 Infratry
infiltroted into positions of the regimentel wpite. Sinco the ro=-
lieving unit hed not been in combat, every effort wes mnde to assist
them and furnish them with tectiesl informetion,

The Division G-3 neotifis< the Reglmental S-2 at 1950 hours that
wwtrols werc to comb the woofe on 24 December for wny mossible cnemy,
At 2350 hours Divislon werned thet the regiment wes to boe slerted for
ocnemy paratroopers who hod buon droppoed behind thoe lincs wearing
Amcerican uniforms,

On tho morning of 24 December, both the lst apd 34 Battalions be-
gon searching their arscs thoroughly. All woods nnd pillboxes were in-
vustigoted and no evidenco of any ecnemy was found,

At 2359 hours on 24 Decembor, commcnd of tho ssctor was officlally
turnad over th the 2424 Infantry. Tho regiment thus onded 132
atroight days of cambat baginning when it starmed the beaches at AGAY
on ths Franch Riviera on 15 August end ending on 24 December on the
banks of the RHINS River looking into Germany -- o dlstance of over
650 airline milea, buit extending into thouscnds of miles by the eir-
cuitous routes and various fronts coverced by the regiment. The
regiment hed suffered huge lossss in versonnel -- 395 officers and men
¥illed, 310 missing and over 1600 wounded -~ during this ooriod, but
enemy cosuzlties wers much greater--4916 vrisoners alons were taken by
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regimentel units, The numbsr of enemy dead and wounded wara far in
excass of this figure,

The regiment =zpent Christmes Day in bivouae, enjoying its first
full dey of rest esnd the traditiomal Army turkey dinner for the
holldey, Quartering narties were sant forwird during the day to
locate o new bivouac erea in the vicinity of LORQUIN which lay ten
mil3s southwsst of SAREEBOURG. On 26 December the entire regiment
moved to the LORQUIN bivouec area, whare treining programs were began
to prevpares ths organizetion for future combAt, .The ond of the yeer
found ths regiment still in this sector,

G e m e W OF W S e M e e wm e e W e me ae W e ar A e mm mp 4e W e e e ar e

Six (6) officers and 287 esnlisted men reinforcements were receiv-
ad during the month of December., Of the snlisted men 169 were rifle-
men, 35 autometic riflemen, 39 machine gunners, 21 mortar gunners and
the remainder were comvrised of messengers, radio operstors,-section
leaders, chauffeurs, litter beerers, esntitenk gunners, cooks, artlfi-
cers, platoon sergesants, supply NCC'™s and 13t sergeants,

Replacements continued to arrive not fully equipped., Although
the majority of the men have most of the necessary squlipment, soms ars
recelved without helmets or riflss. The small number of replacements
thus recelved indlcete some of the sguipment is probably lost enroute
from the Relnforcement Depot, None of the reinforcements arrived with
shoe-paocs which continues to be a burden to a combat unit as placing
the men in fox holes without adsquate clothing for cold weather only
inoreases trench foot end illnessss,

Age of the enlisted men averaged 26 years,. This was somewhat
batter than groups previously recsived since fewer older men were ag-
slgned, Any new reinforcement to an Infantry regiment over 30 years
of age 1s s liablliity and any reinforcement over 35 years of asge is a
distinet 1llabillity.

Difficulty was experisnced in resoeiving men with techniclan rat-
ings whe ere not guelifilsd to do their assigned tesgks, Clerks have
bzen reoeived who do not have a basic concevtion of militery corress-
pondence or military edministration.

The cancellation of all rotatlon vacancics was a great morale
builder inesmuch as it gave men who had besan performing the actual du-
ties for some months an opporitunity to be promoted and slimineted the
confusion resulting from assignment of rotation replacements without
previous combat experilencs,
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It has bean ascertained that any officer of the grade of captoin
or obove who is nssigned to an infantry regiment which is in combaet
or about to enter combatl is hendicepped. This is particularly appli~
ceble to front line rifle company commenders, It has been the exper-
isnce of this regiment that ninety per cent {90%) of such esslignments
rasult in reclassification. The experisnce of this rogiment hes been
that combat appointmonta prove mare satisfactory than the pasignment
of inexperienced officers above the grade of lst lieutenant,

.---«-..-...--...-—n-——---_m—m—-—-..._—w——a.—m

Morele of the troops wes poar due to the vprotracted period of
time it was necessery to keep them in actlve compat. When the regli-
ment was relieved at 24L0O hours on 24 December, it had veen in 132
continuous days of combat, A regimental rest camp was maintained by
tha Beadquarters Suction of the Medicol Detachmant which afforded
rest and relexetion for entisted men and offlcers who did not require
hospitelizatlion for & period of mare than rour (4) days, The Divislion
regt camp &t BATNS-LAS~BATIVS als0 provided an axanellent arrangement
for sending combat troops of & iimited number to secure rest and re-
laxation, Upon Telief from combet the morals of the troops incrsesed
immessureably, Tho Special Service gsction arranged for motion ple-
tures and day rooms durlng this psriod, Also, the troops were permit-
tad to go on pass to nsarby towns in conformity with Army rules of
curfaw and conduct,

_-.--—---—..-—-—-—--—-.-.---—...-..--..—_-..-.-...._

Germen prisoners of war taken by the ragiment during the month of
December 194L, are 1isted by days as follows:

1 December - 3 g December - 29 17 December - 173
2 " - 9 10 " - 9 18 " - 223
3 " - 5 11 " -~ 3  --19 " - L7
L " - 21 12 " - 37 20 n - O
5 " - 25 13 # - 16 21 " - ]
[ " - 9 1L " - 37 22 " - g
7 " - 1 15 " - 15 23 " - 0
8 " - 3 16 " -~ & 2L " - _0

TOTAL. wvss 700

__-....--.....—---—-—---—-_-—-amu_..--w-.--....

It wes knovm that the germens suffered casunlties of 340 killed
and 124 wounded a8 & result of the regiment's operations during the
month., An extremely conservotive estimate of pndditionnl enemy killed
sud wounded would be 294 killed end 585 wounded, Reports from .
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prisonars indicated tholr casualties had been very high, belng caused
for the most part by morter end artillery fire, Tho caliber of troops
used by the Germans was considerably higher than for several previous
months, A% least 1000 officsr cendldetes batween the ages of 17«20
years had been thrown sgainst the regimént et ons time, The number of
foreign troops used by the Germans decresesed sharoly,

Tnemy wor meteriel captured cnd destroysd Auring the month of
Daecember 1944, was tapuletad us follows:

TONKS . v vsvesassnnonssssarsses 3 {destroyed)
Armored Helf-trackd....iveses 2 i
Self-propzlled gUNS .. eosssees 2
Antiaireraft EMN.eesesssonsnas L "
Antitenk Rockest Leunchers,..,. 2
1

HMeching GUh,.csssvsaszevsssrass

An unknovn quantity of ammunition, supplies, machine guns and
rifles were evacuated through supply chnnnels.,.

Report of Operations wriltten by:

PR A TN
M/Sgt ROBERT D. DIETERIE, 16062508

Service Comvony, lhlst Infontry
Regimantal Sergeasnt Major



