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HMS THRUSTER and B¥S OROKTRS $n smnil landing ornft for the invasion of the eontin-
mt of Burops on a beach 1n the Gulf of SALERNC north of AGROPOLI, ITALY~-the first
Amoriean troepe to oarry the Eight to the homoground of the Axis. As sach boat
wive formad L& poved off intw the night to a rondevous ired to circle and rscirole
until all the waves wore formad. Tha tky on the left flank in the vieinity of
SALFRM) vag rent with the flrrhos of lomba and gunfire. Firaes of an wikTown source
eould be seon burning on the mainland apg the boat waves drew olossr o shore.

At 0330 mmpault vmves of the 1sb and Srd Babinlions of the liist Infantry
landed on BLUE and YFLLOW designatad beachas two and one-helf miles morth of
AGROFOLI-~basches dominalad In front and on the right by high hilis from tw to
four miles from the shorsling. The lat Pattallon was landad approximately 500
yards south of their desigwnted BLUE beadi. Ths First two bort waves procveded
inland towards the battsalion objeotive, bubt as tha third wave landed German |
machine guna, riflemen, tanka and artillery bepan firing from well pPrepared and
strongly defended positlons. Elemsnts of the lst Baitallon worked thelr way to the
vioinlty of the railroad bridre over the SALUFRONE River wlth ths bulk of ths bet-
tallon batween that poinkt and it landing aroa south of BLURE beach. Hore it ms
out off from the regiment by German comtér-atinel which struck the right of the
3rd pattalion. The remainder of Hia lat Aaltalion was Immediately pinned to the
grovnd. The beach hnd been mined and ems nonstankly awept by enamy fire. PLUE
basch wan abandoned by Ianding erafb and bhe subsoquont waves of the 1st Battallon
began landing on YRLLOW boach, :

The 3rd Battelion landed on YRLLOW beach mno ting mchine gun, rifle and othsr
smll armg, tank and artdllery fire on the bench yhich mas direoted at all boat
mvea. The ansiult wives procseded inland npproximately 40O yards wiers the infan-
try began to engage the snemy.

The 2nd Battaldon landed on YELLOW beach ak 0530 and prooerdsd along the
left flank of the 3rd Paktnlion, meabing the same type of fire from tha sneny Ap
the 1st and 3rd Battalions. .

Landing oraft of the fifth and subsequont whves ware shelled by tanks from
the plain and a tatbery of 8815 on mi1] 78. A number of landing oraft ware hit
but the Havy oremmen displayed grent courage and headed their boats into the

tblistering fire dirsoted straight at them. govoralof the boats wsre hit soma dig-

tance from the shore and the parsomnel in the eraft abandoned their equipment ang
zwam for shore as tha oraft snk imder thoma Ths boat earrying a detachment of
Company "D lad by lat Lt. Qlauds D, Roseos of BrdMimod, Texms, was sunk near
thorsa. The men wers pioked wp by n Lot returning to ita ship from the beach.
Upoht resching the ship, Lt Roscoe and his men yore heatily re~squipped with sub-
machine gune and lef't the ship on the first landing oraft to land on YELLOW
Leach. geveral landing eraft hlt on the baach or near shore burned or drifted
helplessly as the orews wore either killed or wounded.

The Regimental gemhat Tesm commnd Eroup cormandad by (g
wrmer of 5an Antonilo, Texas, landing at 0550, was just behi i
Colonel Werner oollesoted such staff afficors ne wore availabyép
ordirating the attaok of the 2nd and 3rd pattalions. tolone):Karne B iGtpire
boach arem, placing Lt. Colonel Andrew F. Priaoe of Fort mrth m'cg’ har gd
and went formard to contaob L k. Colonsl pdward D. Mooall, combe ing o Igpr
the Jrd pattalion. Upon rasching the forrard alements of the sy, 1t v
prrent thet heavier fire than that pontesnsd by the infantry we
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‘sounds of the shipas’ winches moving landing oraft to poaition
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on 5 geptembar 19,3, Lha L/1st Rogimental Combat Team somponad of the
1)lat Infantry Regiment, 131st Fleld Artillery Battalion, Company "A", 111th
Puginear Battallon, Company A", 111th Modical Datbtalion and the 1at Flatoonm,
36th Recomaissanza Troop left ORAN, ALGERIA, in comvéy to commence the operation
"pvalanche®-~the invaslon of Italy on the Qulf of SALEENO. The convey proosadsd
along the North Afrioan comsbtline to BIZERTA, TUNISIA, and around the sxtreme
waatern tip of SIGILY, hoading for the GW T of SALERMNO.

The days the convoy was enronte wers onlm and sumy--ths nights oocol and
clears The voyage vms 8 wslcone respile from Hie days of viporous training and
the many hours of destailed plaming for the cporation. Although the soldlers
wars to face motunl combnt for Lhe first time, thers was mo sovidenoce of fear
among them--they gambled, sang, anjoyed the navy food and espoeclally appreointed
the showsr faoilitias and atabllired 1ife of the Wavy. The extrems hsat, cold
and dirt of AFRICA wae forgotten. The Atmeaphore mas more that of a pleasure
oruiss untid tis maps and detmiled operallons of the invaaion ware lssuad o all
officers and non-cormissioned of flcers. Then, small groups were observad cluster-
od togoether all over ths ships, planning each mluoute detnil of what sach man
would do upon landing. The officers chaoked and rechecked mpa, photographs and
orders.

The conwy wag jolned by a PBritish convoy, carrying thw pritlsh 10th gorps,
on B geptember at 1800. ghips could be obssrved aa far an the sya could ses-—-
the deetroysrs belng mere pinpoints 1in Lhs dietancs ms they pguarded the ships from
attaok by submarines. The monvey was not of the gligantlo proportions of the
Sleoilian invasion. It was a conoanbtrated, powerful force depending upon its punch
to establlah a boachhead for the troope that wore to follow. The convey was attack-
ead by enamy airoraft on the far left flank after dark on 8 September. Ths Havy
sprang o its battle atatlons as the troops filed bslow decks to olsar the woather
dacks for rotlon. 1Thoe attacked flank of the convoy threw heavy conosntrations of
anti-airoralft ahtelle into the night sky--the tracers forming a wall of red [ire.
Al though the news of thes surrender of Ithly had been racelvad a few hours earlier
and had caussd great jubilatlon among the troops, the finding of the ships by enemy
planes eliminated the element of mnrprize upon shich ths luvasion foros depesnded a .
great deal. '

At 2300 8 gaptember 'he enll to Ooneml Quartsrs was lssvad. Irmediately the
or lowering Into

g of variouas
unloading,

the mater, the placing of ammmition, weapons, radioas a bEn.d
military materlsl used by & combat foroe in their does

and troops collecting thelr packs and mapons, hummej




rive OADER !EM
DECLASSIF LEp PFR EXECU NARA, DATE.
BY

‘:AI!,EV‘V: }
355 ECTION 3.3, NND‘BSD!?

Stk

to ropol the enmmy. (nlonal “prnar ingtruciod gup 8in Fraderick A. Booth of

Sair Renlto, Tozasm, Conmunding ot ticar of gnrnon conpany, W return to the beach
and loante tha naval gun obenrvaer, misign Aliskalr Semple, in ordor to redio a
massage fer naval pun support.  thile gearch ing for Eneign Semple on the beach,
gaptain Pooth wma hili by shell {ire and sorinusly wounded. Colonel ‘Wrner then
raturnad to the beach aren and wan able Lo locaia Ensipgn Somple. fnsipgn Semploe
tried again and agrin to geontact the naval guntoats but they were toe far out at

poR to agtablish radleo contnob.

L

1

Tha enemy sowmlar-attack at npproxinma tely 0730, accompanied by olight tanks
on the right flank, vas fought off by the infantry asslsted by the fire of cue
litmm anti-aireraft gun. The lending of sunll eralt on boih RUE and YELLOW
banches was atopped by the lavy for severnl hours dus to constant shelling by
e snemy. The twelve gms of ihn 131st Finld Artillery Battallon were no%
athora as yet. Tha Dukws (twe nnd one-half ton amphibious trucks) carrying the
artillary put back out to sea dia bto tho shellling except for twe 1(5sm Howltrers
trought in by gaplain Qoss Ayers of Lubbeck, Texas, vhich pave the combat team
s first artillery supjort. Ensipn gewple, after many diffioulties, finally
contactad ths naval punbonts and tho first paval gun fire was recelved at 0Y15.
Paval gun firs aud ariillery begmn to teis affect cn enomy positiona and tho 2nd
and 3rd pattallons wmre able to move iniand to & point just nlong the bank of
the railmade The combat team artillery, excepi for the tw guns undsr Caplain
Ayers, landsd on RED besch to the neorth and began to move into position.

Pairols wore senb out to contact the 1st Pattalien from vhom no corommica~
tion hnd been recaived, but the patrola wore upable to get throuph dus to enomy
machine gun and artillery fire aweeping the dunes and beaches. Enomy anipars
wars vory activa.

Att mttack by eifht tnuks on 1he 2nd and 3rd Battalion positlons vas repsll-
ad Lty the infantry with nnti-tank lmnchers mnd rocket guns and by mval gun
fire. Two tanls wera lmooked out and the remainder retreated to positions in
the hills to ths enst and south,

The Reglmental comlat tenm commnd posl wos moved 500 yards directly in-
land from YRLLOY bench nt 1200. Commumications had been established with the
ond and 3rd paltslions but the lst Fattallicn was atill out ol contapt and ita
extict posilion vas not kmown. Tha boachos and dunes were continually swept by art-
{1lery fire of thoe tormns snd lhe lecding of equiyment and persomsl proocsoded
again on YELLOW beach under extremely hazardous conditions. The command poet was
bragkeled by fire from BB's lut no direct hits ware mads. Patrols from the 2nd
and %rd pattallons continusd to inch themselvea along isking out sniper and
machine gun opjosition. The artillery and naval pun fire began to silence enemy
fire from Hill 70 and Hill (CLINA S, FARCO.

The terraln just in the rear of the beach on which the lst patialion land-
od undar cormand of LE. Crlonel Crrlos C. Suith of Conzales, Texas, vas abeolule~
1y rint, cut by shallow Irrigaiieon ditcina tordared bty serub bushes and trees
with s faw lsolated patchas of serub prowth scattered through the arem., The arem
ws dominated on the lwmadinte right nnd front by hille only one io cone and ons-
half milss amay. The flot ares wns defended on the Leach proper by machine gun
positions in depth; on the hills to the right by a battery of four guns; the flat
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Arodproper gung in depth and bwa 7hmm o meriars. The four guns and Uso mortars
wora eapturad. The battalion wa mat by henvy machine gun fire fron both ground
poattions and from tanks nnd wag sentbared and plmad to the ground. The men
asought cover in the shallow lrrigntion ¢l lnhos vhorsupon thie Germans placed their
eaching pune to [ire directly dowm 'he dlbches causing numsrous caswlties. The
only othar cover aiforded vas the senttered scrub growth vhich the snamy cone

gtantly swept with [ire.

on the beach throe 7'mm solf-prepollad cannons of the regimental Canmon
Company cema in on the 3yd loat wmve of the 1st pattalion. One of the landing
eraft carrylng one crimon wis Lurned back by the tavy but the other btwo carnona
wara landed undar the direcbion of Ist Li. {lalr F. Carpenter of omsha, Mebraska,
eommanding the 1st platoon of Ehe tmmmon (ompanye. QOne cannon vehicle undor tha
dirsction of Jergasnt Guy £. Spencer of fedar Payou, Texas, hit a mine before it
could ciaear the bonch, knooking it onk nnd vowmusiing Sergeant Sponcer, Corporal
Alfred ¢. Relsenwitr of FTortland, Tennsylvania, Technician V Jaspsr 0. Heynolds
of smithfield, Texas and privalo 7111 fowles, Jr. of pmiagle, mst Virginia.
L. garpenter's cenron vehicle evadad ‘the mines and pulled up into & defile on
e dunes. The dofile wis swopt by machine g Lire from both flanke and the
g sight was hit and put out of commiseion. Lb. Uarpenter ran aoross the beach
undar enamy fire and obtained the gm sipght from the sennon hit by the mine. fThe
sight being mdamagad, Lt. Carpentor brouphl it back %o his vehiocle. Corporsl
Rdgar L. Blackburn of garinnd, Tozas, mndenvorad to place the gun sight in posi-
tion but was hlt by mechine gun fire and instanily kilied. L%. Carpenter then
trisd lo adjust the sipht and wis gevorsly wunded by the some mashine gun.

Meanwhile, the flat torrain ocoupisd by the lst Battalion, being ideal for
tank operations, wasg overrun by five iark iV ianks. The tanks ranover the posi-
tion gozupled by dompeny "g¢" mder the sommand of ¢apiain Henry E. Lohman of
san Antonlo, Toxas. ¢aplain Lobman kopt his men In irrigation dikches as the
tAnks rolled over them on throe smyarate oconsions. As the tanls passed the
ditches they muld open fire with machine gung directly on the men. A Compeny "B"
dotachment led by lst L&. Bugone #1. D1l of Fortapgoville, Missourl, was oaught by
tire tanks In an open Tleld. Tha tanks fired thoir machine guns on the men Klling
and mundlng gavaral of them. Lt pall wis run over by a tank but recovorad anpugh
to wilk back tn the battallon aid sintlon woare he dlad. 4 fompany "B" platcon
lad by 3taflf Sargesnt Jmmes A. Wilkaker of Son Antonio, Texas, was also eaught by
the tanks. 8ergeant Wiitaker owpblaed n ellp of ammuniticn from his submchine
gm Into the driving aparturs of the tank. The tank lurched aes though the driver
had besn hit and ancther wan was taking his plaen. Machine gun fire from tha
tank caught Sorgeant jhilaker ncross tha legn. As he lay woundad on the ground,
Soargeant Whiitakor placed aminr clip of 4smunition in his submachine gun and
again opened fire. The tank Hien turned nnd moved off in acother dirsction
vhich undovbtedly saved many man of Sorgoint shitakeris platoon.

Tiie 18t Dattallon companing sndeavorsd to reorganize bub the sliphtest
movenent of grass or brugh or the snapping of n twig immediately broupht enamy
Firs W brar on them. Threo railvay guna onptured by Qempany "B during the
nisht and propared for demnlltion by the 1st platoon of Company "AY, 111th
gngineer prttalion, were destroyed whan it bacame apparent that thoy could mot
ba defended proparly. The Germans would apen fire with rifles apparently shoot-
ing st no partleulnr target. thon our troops would open fire at these acattared
riflen, the enemy wuld obsarve cur positions and lay mortar end machlne gun

£i theme. Thi i et Joptad b k he- n
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2nd Lt. Stanmlay Schuyler of Procklyn, New fork, hnd not been pinned dowmn ‘gy the
garmAns. Lt. Schuylar's platoen oparsated vory affectively and reduoed several

garman mashina gn posltions. The platcon yould obzarve tha machine gun flre,

craep in ocloss and fire a grenade wlth axcellent resultss

The terrain over which the Znd pattwlion commanded by Major Norman A.
wbeter of San Antonlo, Texns, and the 3rd Pattalion commnded by Lt. Golonel
Edward D. McCall of Sen Antonlo, Texas, oparated connisted of & marrow beach and
& low sand duna 1ins with very gontls roiling wountry beyond. This area was cov-
sred by & nmmmbar of irrigation ditches and ons falrly large canal, patohes of
sarub growth and many rook fencea four feet high that separated farms and home-
standss The femoas wore of advaninge to both the Amerloeans and Germans but
oaussd tha sdvance to ba slow due to sach houss and fence having to bs taken
separataly.

pus by the strong enamy fire ths 3rd Bnktalion companies were umables io

reorganize after landing. The mAjor portion of Company "L" commanded by
gaptain Bdgar Pord of Ruek, Toxas, pressed wsll forward but the remaindar of
Company "1," and fompanias "I" and "E" wors imable to refom and fought thelr
wy inland moskly in groups of two or thres. The attalion had no contmot with
Companies "L" and "I" and only n smnll portlon of Company T, gompany "EK" ms
tadly disorganirsd dus to tha loss of the company commander, Captain Lemert O.
Gosch of Flatonim, Texans, wio ms injurad in jumping over a rock wall. gaptain
Harsel R. Adama of gSun Antonio, Toxas, Opsrntlons officer of the 3rd pattalion,
upon soning Compeny "EK" disorpnnired, took commnnd of the soatterad troops and
reformad tham. Captain Adamg lad a chargs by the infantry against enemy tanks
and avessssfully broke wp the atisok nlthaugh his men had to press formard under
mortar, mashine gum and smll amme fire. Captain Adams was wounded in the leg
during the attack and was placed on the slde of a canal after rogaiving medieal
attention. He dirsoted his troops o leave him and continue the atback. The
anemy tanks hnd reformsd and apgnin pressed formard. In thia attack captain
Adams mas again sxposed tv enmmy [lre and waa killed. P

Ald men of the Medionl Dotnohment porformed thelr datiss valiantly wader !
heavy fire from the G4rmann. Private Thoms J. Dunbar of Fhiladelphis, Pennsyl-
vania, Private Vilo Lagattutn of Bronx, New York, Frivete Jomeph J. Yathl of
Akron, Ohio, Privats milliam Liseokl of HNew Rochells, New York, Privats Jossph
P. Maher of Hewburgh, How Tork, and Technlelan V- Jos A. selter of Houaipn, Texas,
complotely disrsgarded their om aafaty to bring wonded men ald while exposed
to bnemy firs .and obaervations ’

gergeant Lealin A. ™ILL and Sorgoant Harvey Sallars of melder, Toexanm,
and Private Firat glass Kemnsth MaKenzis of FPhiladslphia, Pemaylwania, all .
mambara of Qompany "L", displayed groat coursga when their small detachment -
wns oubk o ff from the main body of tholr company. The datachment wms trapped A
on.thres aidas by angmy fire. gergoant mMIff and Sergeant Hellora exposed them=
salves to the enemy flre in getbing thelr men dug in. Private MoKentie pave aid
tw the injured and assisted in bolsturing the morals of the man besides carrying
a wounded man ok to snfeaty. QCorperal Arthur W. Hunter of -Goneales, Texas, A
manbsr of Qompany "K', was killed vhoo hb undertook to flank a machine gun nest
that was harraassing his company. g§taff gorgeant Raymond H. ghrig and Staff
Bargeant gecll B. Hunter of Gonralss, Toxns, lobh members of Company "E*, led a v,
flanking move by their piatoons on enemy machine gun positionss After causing - :
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the formans to withdraw to msw poasitlons, Sorgennt phrig and gergesnt Hunter
built up & defensive line nleng iho sidn of a cannl. phile directing the plave-
ment of hlms men, gerpeant Firlg was oxposed to onamy fire and wes killeds

The machine squad of Company "M" of shich Private Filret Clasa Eiward L. Rookey
of Osmg, Hew York, end Frivalo Lavern Counnelman of faginaw, Michignn, wore
mambars, ws etbtasked by four inrch IV tanks. Upon snmeing the tnnks wning to-
mrds their position Private Rookoy and Private Cowmselman obtained an anti-
tank rocket launcher from A wimded mn nnd arawlad mithin thirty yards of the
tankss Thelr firing of tha rockat launcher was so affoeotive that combined with
the afforts of the other membars of the mac]:ino/ﬁﬁ d, the $anks were foroad to
wt thdrawe gorgoeant Theodore J. Mitcheil of {uilng, Texns, a membsr of Company
"I" wn Jmooked unconclous by the concusslon of an exploding BBmm shall which
killed two membere of his sqund. Sergeant Mibchell was quickly avacuated to the
banch and then %o 8 ship. Upon rognining conolousness, Sergeant Mitchall begged
the ship's dootor fo let him retvrn. then the doolor refused, he asked pormls~
aion to mes the ship?a captain who reconsidarad his case and sent him sshors on
tha first toat. 1iab Lb. John R. ¥ngain of Ywna, Arirona, Fxeoutiva pfficer of
gompany "K", took command of a seattersd group of soldlers and sucessafully led
them in an asssult upon enomy machine gun positions which stood in the way of
his attalionts advances

Capialn Ford of Oompany "," established communicesm tion with ths 3rd Bate
talion by redlo end direoted mariar fire oo effuctively that a tank attagk wag
broken and forced baok saveral hundred ynrds.  lat Lt, william ¢. from of
Eassr Junotlon, Vermont, Forward Qbaorvar of the 13l st Fleld Artillery pattalion,
attached tv ths 3rd Batballon than croplt forward 4o an obssrmilon polnt and ai-
reotad naval gun {ire on thes §mmadiate front of the batbtalion digabling sevaeral
tanks and esustng the others fo withdrawe

The 2nd Battallon, lending fifty minukes lnbs, paesed through rear elemen ba
of the 3rd Battalion dug in on the boach and prooeeded along the laft flank of
the Jrd pattalion towmrds its oblective. Company "E", commanded by Capinin
John L. chapin of Bl Faso, Toxns, ma able to roorganize at 0615 approxlmstely
300 yards from the beach, and drove .forward wntil an attask by five Geman
tanks foroed’ the men to tnke covor. By firing rifles, machine guns, hand gran~
adas and rifle gromades thy tank atbaok wa repalled and the tanks withdrew to
8 distance of 500-600 yards from the bonoh. Company "F", commanded by ¢aptain
charles H. Hamner of LaFeria, Tozas, lost ons platoon of his company when. the
landing oraf% the platoon wis In fall from the sirlp while being lowered into
the whtar.  mith his depleted force Captain Hamner reorganited his company by
0700 and mont forwsrd on the extrome loft fiank of the ragimaent until his men
sought cover from an Attack by sipht tanka ruming norcas the fronk of both
tompanies "B" and "F"., The tanks kopt maneuvering acrosa the front lins harraa-
sing the troops and infliatling mmerous caswnlties with machine gun fire until
they were foroed to ratreat solely through ihe efferts of infantry weopons.
Detachmants of Company "G", commandnd by gapiain Charles M. Bemachem of San
Antonlo, Texas, wrked noll forwrd and assiated in repalling the tank attack.

Corperal Benito §. Dominguaz of Snn Antonle, Texas, kmocked out an eneny
half-traok with a rifle gronada,” Trivate Pirat Class Juan R. Padille of Del Rlo,
Texts, effsotively vsed his rockeb gun appinat tho tanks and as the tanks with-

drew he follownd thom oontinuing to fire his weapon. Qorporal Menuel G. 'Gomnlea*

of Uvalde, Texns, in closing in on a tank realtion, wmaa cbasrved by tha snemy and

b Bhotkﬁfgagﬁitho logs. As ho '!nirsgwl lesz Ip move, ons of the tanks ran cver

p ﬂ“:‘u’:‘? p (.Muk:". Private First clase Tirno F. carillo of Rook Springs, Texnas,
=

: 1 liskord | A
ns Sl-qkllj wounded . l-’.”_ R o .
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" their men and exhibited grent cournge to lolater tha morale of the men facing

- in keeping the enemy tanks fmm driving down to the besch ltnel s,

. J¢ Moorrowopf Minnsapolis, Hinneseta, toth officars ol Company "pn, displayad

SECRET |

tried tv removae Corporal Gontstles from the prth of the tanpk,and narrowly escaped
belng rin over. Private Firat class gnlomon Snntos, Jr. of Premont, Texas, and
Private First Class Abner R, Chrrnsco of El Faso, Toxas, ag gunnher and assigtant
gutner of a 1ight machine gun sqund; pinced their maching gun on top of & rock
mll while under fire from enemy machine gune snd fired upon the German tanke
menacing the from: 1line positien. Their fire win effective In foroing the tanks
fo withdraw. Private Hemwld §. Roaver of Ringtown, Pennsyivenin, scored s hit
with his anti-tank gronade by slipping in closely to an enemy tank. Private
Firat glass Juan Pruitt or Poarsall, Texas, placed his Browning sutomatio rifls
on top of a stone well annd maintained a heavy volums.of fire againet the enamy
until his pesition was loeniod by & Oormen pirmer whe opened flre and killed him.
Private Raymond g. Gutisrrer of Sonara, Texns, was wounded vhiile firing his Browning
auntomatio rifle at the snemy. Tw bullats plarced Priwtae Guflerrezt helmet in
such & place a8 not ko injure kim, but n ihipg bullet cavght him in the arm,
Private Guttierres, although wounded, moved forwird, located an enemy machine gun
And kmifsd the German Eumer to denth, 1% Sergeant gabriel L. Navarstte of

El Paso, Texas, having been glven the mlssion of raaching the batialion objective
and detoamining the onomy strangth 11 the anemy was encountered, wig wounded in
ths hand when a Gorman machine gun lmocked tho signal projestor from his hang
that ho maa attempiing to sigml with. Private First glags Alfredo ¥. Rulz of
El Faeo, Texasy; & member of Aargennt Navarottaryg patrol, cloasd in on a tank and
exchanged fire with a membar of tie tank nrew thy ma firing with & maching ple-
tol from the turret. Private Rulr nppronchad sp vlode to the tank that he was

yards before beilng aMe to bronk lome. gtalf Sorpgeant pnrique Ochotorans,
Sargeant garlos Irrobali, Sergeant Jagus M. Lucle, gergeant Rafasl Q. Torrea,
8ergoant Marcelino Valdsr and Tachnielan v thnvel i, Midrid, all or m Paso,
Tsxng, exposad themsslves ta onony fire on mmercus pocasions vhlle leading

the tank attacks, 1gt Lt. James W, Mumphrisa of Jacksenvills, Florida, worked
tirslsanly and exposed himself to dirsct fire from the enemy on numerous oache
slons. 1%, Humphries and a}l of the 8bove namad enlisted men are meambers of
Company "g" mhich playsd & vital part in protecting the beachhesd against ra-
peated enemy attacks which potsessed much greater fire power than that of the
infantry. The aggpressive aotion of evory membor of Company "E" was ingtrumanta}

lzt Lt. Parkhurss 0. Hough ef Frederioktown, Missourd, and 2nd t. Balph

great couraps in fighting of f the albtank of the eight tanks un the 2nd mattalion
front. They e*posad themselves nimost contimously to oneny fire for foriy~five
minutes untiy infantry fire foroed ihe tanks to wilhdraw. Private Herman g,
Rermhaok of Blnhurst,: New Jersey, a mambar of the Modieal petachment attached to
Company "F", advanced through an open fislq coverad by enemy firs to give aid to
an Amerlcan soldier ang a (sminan soldier she lay helpless from thelr wounds.

and Lt. Richard M, Man fon of Ningara Falls, Mow York, gtaff Bergeant Andrew P.
smythe of El Paro, Toxas, Sergeant Goorge ¢. Potwln of Queens Village, New Yorlk,
and Sargeant Japk 3, Tomsend of k1 Faso, Texnm, all members of Company "HY, ade
vanosd thelr machine Em geotion asross {he beach in the faoe of intenss enamy
fires to a positign shend of ths front lins rifle companies. Their machine gung
opened up apainst the tanks and aided in foreing their withdrawal as well as
ocking out tm emmmy machine gun nosts. Corporal peandsy Holloway of Brookiym,
Yew York, led hins Compeny "™M" mach ine En sqiad along & stone wall undar heavy
machine gun firg tp g rosition wiars the squad could use ite weApon sgainst a
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german half-traeck firing from a challered position beside s houss. (orporal
Hollomay's aquad no nffectively plncod their fire on the half track that 1t waa
forced to withdraw annbl ing our trogps to ndveneo seversl hundred yards. Private
Firat glass Rdwird 0. Horalman, Jr. of Alg boel, Towe and Private Jullan g.
piliard of Salem, Virginin, mambore of the 2nd Battallion Headyunarters Company,
1aid and maintained a wire line to Compnny PF" {rom lhe battalion command post--
a distance of over one mile. Soveral timos Yrivate Horstman and Private Dillard,
wiile harmasad by enemy machline gun, snipor and artillery fire, exposed thHem-
selves {o repair the line ond hetp commumications esstablished.

lst Lt Hoy M. Bags of Sn Anlonde, Taexna, commander of the Reglmental
Hondgwarters Company Intelliganoe and Recomalssance Pletoon, organired scather-
ad troope of several compnniss lmmedintely after landing and defended the right
flank of the regiment thronphout the entire dny and night. The Intell igence and
Reconnsissanoce Platoon forsarded velunbla informatlon to Colonel jfarner durlng

o this pariod which ensbled artillery and gm fire from the navy to keep the enemy

retreating.

At 19500 an atiack plsn was fomulated o move the Znd and 3rd Batbtellons
w initinl objectives on hills to the enat and soulh of the beaches undar cover
of darknses. Enemy positions in the towns of CAPACCIO and OGLIASTRO and the
roads letding vp to and boyond them ware heavily shelled by our artillery and
naval gun firs. The benoh wmp atbacked by enomy bombers but heavy anti-
niroraft Cire made their misslions exiremely hazardous. The Gerfman pilanes {lew
in at high spsed, dropped thelr bombe haphazardly trusting to make a luaky hit
on the mumerous craflt unloading supplies and psrsomel, veer sharply to the sast
from the bench and make a run lhrough the flak to the mowntains. Friendly
fighter plane coverage, howsver, kapt e akiss reletively clear of enomy planes,
during the day. .

£ at 0001 10 Septombsr tha 2nd and 3rd Dalinllons bogan their move %o posi-
tlone to the hilils south and snst of the boachas. The 3rd Batbtslion moved to
/H111 COLINA S, MARCO northenst of AGROFULI, bypassing the 1st Battallon which
ms still held down by sirongly entrenched machine guna end mortars. A amall
1mnmtu!: of enemy snipsr aotivity failed o slow the movemsnt and the battalion
vlosed in on ita poeltion bafore daylight. Thé 2ngd Battalion, moving cast of
Highway 10, alao bypasaed the lat Patiallon pssitidna. Enemy activily could ba
.obasrved but the march was complotnd withoub drawing enemy fire. Patrols pra-
sending the battalions notnd slgin of A hnaty retreat by the snemy--abandoned,
birned and wrecked vehioles &nd guantities of supplies.

Battallon when Cnptain Selmsr R. Hanmnson of Wharton, Taxas, commanding
Company "pf, radioed that he hnd approximately 300 men of the lat Batisllon

#ho wars proceeding to mop up snemy opposition atill remaining in thalr sactor.
A delachment of Company ™," led by Sta{l Sorgeant Claude W. Sharry of Flatonls,
Texam, and a platoon of Company "B" surroundsd & houwse in the 1st Battalion area
from vhlch sniper and machine gun firs wns eoming. QOrders were oallad in both
Garman and RBlish, as severnl Polish prisoners had boen captured, tv surrender.
Seventean G2 mAns surrendered end wore sent to the prisonsr of war enclosure on
the bsach.

s
. V At U750 golonel Werner recsived his first radlo contaoct with the lat”
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Ramants of the disergnizod lat Pattalion began to drift inte the 2nd
and 3rd pattalions! nnd Regimentnl Hewdguarter's positions. At 1200 the regi-
g mentnl command post was movad from the bonch Aren to a pesition at the tage of
) the hills one and ona-hall miles northonat of AGROPOLI. puring the movement of
| s oymmand post, Colons] Winer sontagted Lb. Coelonel Smith and Mjor Minor L.
willimma of Robstown, Toxar, Exooullive gfflicer of the lat fattalion, and orderwe
ad them tg rerssomble tholr tebttalion as the reglmental reserve north of the
o 3rd patialion position. Tatlrols wore sont into AGRODIOLI and OGLIASTRO and
: Tound the tomsa clear of the snemy. The Itallans olearly indicated thelr ree
11af at the arrival of our tmops. Iinlinn soldiers still remaining in thia
arsa wars voluble withh thalr tnformailon alont the Germans. The populance of
AGROFOLT waa sapaninlly wrovght up over Goman atroolties commi tted befores they
retrestad and were very ¢apger lo ansist v,  gompany "I, commanded by Captaln
geoll B. Eubapks of gnn Antonio, Texanm, moved into Agropell at the requeat of
the people to Major Genaral Fred L. tpl Jur, gommnding Genaral of the 36th Infan-
try Divislon.

the apparant withdrawa) of the onamy was a wolcome respite from the hamer-
ing blows the Gormans had inflictnd ths previous day. Since there weas no svi-
danes thab the ensmy wouvhd no! counter-attack from the south or wost and as the
combat team defended the enbire right flank of the invasion fores, every pra-
vrution was taken Lo propnras shrong defensive positions and meintaln aotive and
alert patrols. Although the mon hnd sulfored the severest physlcal and mental
atrain-and ware practically oxhausted, they did not rest until they had dug in
and astablished & asecurs dafance. '

.

on 11 Seplember folonol Wrner instructed Mjor jabster to move the Z2nd
prtialion to new positions south and onst of the towne of OGLIASTRO and
FINDGCHITO. Pabrols mare rent from the Regimontnl Haadgumrters Company Intelli-
gonce and Reconnaissnnoe Flatoon to CICERALE and TORCHIAPA. Lt. Bass satablishe
ad An obeervation poat on Mt. CICERALE which sfforded & superior view of the
gountry o the soulh and sset. In conjunction with the Regimental Intelligence
offiosr, faptain Poawell K. Doughty of wilpole, Massechusetts, thls post afford-
sd axasilent information fnr Colonel Trner on enemy movementa or suspiolous op-~
eratlons in tha large aren observed. The terrain in this area mas covered by
high hilla rising inte procipitiouvs mountnins. The tortuwous, narrow road, orate
sred in many plagess by our naval and artillery shelling and strewn with the
wreokape of Garmen destroysd and abandorad tanks end veloles, corksorewsd liself
out of sight to the south. Mine figlde wore laid and two bridgss blown at vital
points on Highway 18 by Company "A™ of the 111th Enginesr Battallon end the lat
Flatoor of the 36th Reconnaissance Troops 57mm anti-tank guns of the Anti-Tenk g
gompany commanded by Capinin George C. Gulhrie of 8an Antonio, Texae, were plaocad
in strateglo positiona commnding approaches from the south and esst that might
bas used by the Germane for tank operations. The Carmon Compeny wider the naw
command of st L. Roberk T. Honry, Jr. of Fort jprth, Texas, was split into
platnons to support the throe battallons.

At 1600 golonel 'mraar, having racelved ordars from Ceneral ol ker, Instruct-
ad Lt. Colonel Smith to move the lat pattalion to positions in the violnity of
the tome of GIUNGAND and TRENTIVARA. The battalion mades a march uphlll over a §
route vehicles could not Eravel in order to ocoupy thess positions. Vehloles, of |}
necenaity, travelad morth on Highway 18, oulting back east on the rond leading to °
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CAFACOIO and winding up to THENEINARA. Tha terraln in Lhis aren consisted of

gantle roiling nille rising in A stonp stopo Yo SIUNGAMD. At this polnt sheer
cliffa rising to haights of BUU fant Jubtad siywnrd eausing the foot treops o
make long detours to potltions they sould elimb. The town of TREHITUARA was on

the aroat of & high hill that alfordod a comnanding view to the east, south and

wast but wns ovarshadowed on e north by M. SOTTANE. The attalion reached
ibs asaigned positions at ugh5 12 gnplomior and atbempted to dig in delannivae
positiona. The grownd was almnab aplid rock and only a very small percentage of
the man wore abla w dig poeitinonsy the remalnder talking cover and consealment
in rook crevkes and bohind parapets buiit from tha rocka.

The 3rd Battalion, except for maving Company "M o adjust the line with
the 2nd Battalion and removing Company "1™ from AGROFOLI for raglmantal rossrve,
remained in its position.

gaptain Claude P. Morgnn of Ford “brith, Texas, Regimental Supply oifflcer,
morked Hrelessly on tha beach with membars of the Sarvice Compeny to msintein
food, water and smmmltion supplinm, colloct rogimenlal property strewn for zev-
aral miles along tha landing bonchos and establish a dump for ‘resupply ol the
regiment. Tha banchsa were {rogusnily bolng tombed and strafed by German planes
desplta their loasges from anbti-aireraft fire. The position of the Servics
gompany men on the beach waa vory hazardsus.

gn 12 gaplembar {olonel Wornar and Ly, Gelonel Smith inspeoted the 1lst
pattalion aren and ro-ndjustad company positions. Anti-tank gme wers placed
st ndvantageous positions commanding the roads lo the enst and approaches from

the mouth. A plateon of gowmpany "a%, 11llth Enginesr pattalion, prepared demollitions

at four bridges aleng the parrow rond leading o the cast so that the bridgns
opuld ba blown at the firab sig of an enemy nttack. The bridges were blewn
1ater in the day as a dafanslve mensure. falrols were sent to MONTEFORTE,

1t. VESOLR and CAPACCIO, but o onemy activity was observed. The Znd and 3rd
Babtalicns maintaingd active patrols in thair sectors withoub special svant.

At 1015 13 Sepbambor, Colonel Wymor ma ordered by Gesaral yl Ker to mova
the reglment, 1ess Yie lsk Battnlion which was o remain in its prosent ssotor
and Companiss "F" aand "R chich would remin in the locabions occovpled by the
Znd and 3rd Battalions inder command of L&- Colons) Price. A% 1350 Colonel
morner contacted Colonse) liarold P. Gibson, Chisf of gtaff of VI Corps, wio ad~
vised that the regiment, lsss the units remaining in positions ordersd by Gensrsl
MLEER, would be attached to the Li5th pivision. The régiment waa fo oocoupy e
gaobor southwest of BATTIPACGLIA and ninp n pnp between the American VI Corps and
the British 10th Corpa on the left flnnk of tha L5th pivieion. (aptain Isadors M.
feott of Jenkintown, FPennaylania, Regimeninl Adjutant was instruated to conw
tmot Lt. Colgnal Mofall and Major fmbatsr and have them meet Colonel Werner at a
rendsvour point in ths sactor v be occuplsd, entruck the troops in their pressnt
ageasy sud bring lhem to A dntrucking point hehind the area to be ocoupled.
Cnlonel wrner, accompaniad by a fritish linlgon o fficar, want forward to recon-
nolter positigns after balng ndvisnd by Genarsl 'wllor that the 133rd Fisld
Artillsry Battalion, 1lmea ano lagtery, woovld be atbached b the regiment. It
was doolded W oocupy positions pelacted and surveyed by the 23rd British Armored
Regimant who had fowght ovor that nroa r}ud mul ¢ be the unit on owr lmmediate
left flank. A cirevitous rovle {or ihe movewent of motor vehloles was satablish-
ad by tha British for owr btroops enlaring the arsa. The troops bogan detrusking
Just at dusk. LB. Colonsl Mecrll end Major Wbster had met Colonel -mrner and
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comploted the reconnalssance of thelr posttions and the troops began filtering
into the selectsd looations under cover of darknsas. The 3rd Battal ion occupled
the front lins with the 2nd fattalion in resorve in depth. While the troops

wore oloalng in they wore tombed by enomy planes and ghellad by srtillery fire.
The rogimental command poet being established by ¥ jor John L. Wlllmann of

' gan Antonlo, Toxas, Regimanlal Plana and gperations gfficer, wasa bombad with num-~
arous anti-persomal bombs followad by an anomy artillsry oconseniratlon that fell
direstly upon the command poat. AL 2200 orders wore recaived from VI Corps re-
moving the 2nd Pattalion frem repimental mntrel .And returning it to the 36th
Diviaian contrel. The 2nd Patialion moved by truck to an area gouth of the SFLE
River and enst of Eighmy 18 in iha hills to relinforos the 143rd Infantry Regi-
mant which was withdrawing from 8n attack on Hi11l L2 above ALTAVILIA. The bat-
tallon vlozed in on 1te position at 0530 1y Saplhamber, replacing the 2nd Battallon
of the 1L3rd Infantry Regiment whloh was puiled out of the lines to reorganize.

AL 2100 13 Saplombar Lt. Colonel Smith received ordars from General ymlker
to aesambla the 1st pbtnlion and march to 2 point one and one-half milea borth-
enst of CAPACCIc snd asawmo defensive positions. Foeltloms were dug was well as
pould be in the rooky ground. The artillery had to blast holes nmith dynamite %o
prepare thelr positions. The battalion encountered no enemy activity in this
nector.

] Companioa "F" and "K" move remsund frem Lhe QULIASTRO and AGROFOLI aress
to reinforoe positlons throabeund by the Garmn thrust from ALTAVILLA. Lte
Colonel Prices mas placed in command of R bnktallon of the 53lst shors Englneser
. Regiment to defend the mouthern seotor vaocnted by the regiment.

AL dawn on 1 Saplembar, Regimantel Hondgpiarters and the 3rd Pattalien were
falrly woll sstablishad in their positions. Company "I" was on the right and
Company "L", then undsr command of lat Lt. James E. Epperson of Rook Hprings,
Texas, was on tha left. with Conpany "K' detnched from the battalion, the one
and ona-half mile line wan thinly held. Tha machine guns and mortars of Company
; RN sommanded by CRpinin Mlliam H. Kaupert of San Antonlo, Texas, were placed
| to cover the tmwo rifle companlsas. It was noosssary to take persomel of the 3rd
: Batial lon Headquarters Compsny, commandsd by Captein Admiral M. MoDonald of
gan Antonio, Toxas, to build up & remerve position. The snemy placed suattored rifle
and machim gun fire on our right flank which failed to displeoe any of owr troops.
gompany "E?, 751at Tank Battalion, Company "A", 601at Tank eatroyar Battalion,
and Company "pY, B8lith chemionl Pattnlion wore abtached for: ragimanial control.

The addition of these units was most wolcome aa they added a great deal of fire
powsr to our foroe. The eight .2 moriars of Company "AF, Bhith ghemical Battalion,
wors placed in positioma to the roar of tha rifle companies. The tanks and tank
deatroysrs wers placed in the few conoesled positions availabla.

The area ocoupisd was sxtremoly orowded with British troope and vehicles
behind us and on our left flank. Uowly landed units pouring in from the baaches
4 added to the congestion . The seotor ccoupied waa the narrowest portion of the
bamohhead, being only ons and one-half miles from the shoreline to the regimantal
cocmand post. JHad the Germana roalized the small foros that was oppoaing them,
they oould have attaokad with s strong foros and split the bridgehead and the two
Corpa of the Fifth kmy. Bofore the Germana cculd obialn any knowledge of our
positiones, tw obssrvation posbs wore established that affordd a fair viaw of the
A tarrain to pur front. Thess obssrvation posts reported enemy movements so ao-

1 surf tely and so qulokly thut owr ar billery and nawml gun Iire praventad the
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Garmans from vagsing e fores of sufllolont strongth to atteok our sactor in
fores. Through the fire direction centr of ihe 133rd Fiald Artillery pattalign,
an excellent liaison was effoclod with the Pritish artillery on our left and with
the Navy guns through Ensign Sowplets radio. A prilish artlllery obsarve tion
plsne operntad with Wils grovp very affactively. Tho messsd fira powor of the
gums wms of such & swperlor naturn thatb enplured Gormans gtated the ahelling waa
utterly demoraliring to thelr forces and hnd cnusad many casualtieos. The Garmans,
in turn, countered with 1ight artillery that fnll on eur front linos.
Techniolan ¥ malter w. long of Buln, Texns, A momber of the Mediesl Da tachmant
attasched to Company L ", wa killed by thir Goman shelling. At noontime gaptain
! Rubanks of Company "I" went forrnrd with s pribish officar to chack the oompany
saotor. gaptain Bubanks and the Pritish officor were placed undsr machlne gum
fire by tanks and btaoame anparaleds The pritish officer raturned to Gompany Min
1. and reporiad that ha had been wnabls to roconlmat Captain gubanks. A complebe
A search was made of the area vhore Onptain Rubenks had bosn, bub no trece of him
»ey found. It was later le8rnad that he had beon eapturad by the Germanas.

The terrain in this aren wap nbaolubely fIRt Dhut cut up by mmercuz fama. Hedge
rows and trees Yocked the vision for mors than 300 yards. 1In many pisaes ths
ground was swampy with numaroun beffslo willows filisd with mater. Irrigation
ditches and culvarts through which sunll skreamg flowed crossed snd recrossad the
sscior. Josquitoss abowmdnd in this Almoaphare and from dusk to dawn mads life
migeratle for the men. At 2300 an ordor ms vecalved from Genoral Hiddleton,
Command Gersral of the i5th Dvislon, HMinkt cur 1ine must be held at 8ll oogie~-
thera must be m raebrent hy gur troops .

The 2nd Battallon romained in their dafansivs position to which they had
! moved on the night of 13-1l; Septembar wntil 18 Sptembar. gontinunl harrmseing
artillery fira wmag direotod on the tat®alion poslilons by the enemy from
ALTAVILLA. Company "F" man nttacked by Een onamy tanks which ware supported by
artillery Cird and the brush on the nroskt of ihe hiil above the company was sot
. ablars. Private Santo Perri of Innbury, Commeotiout, a member of the Medloal

. Detachmont attached to company "pv, although threatenod by the blaze creeping
doen tomards the company position and arposed bo artillery fire and enemy tankas,
14t the company to ronder firat nid for tronty minutes to & wounded enginssr,
Corporal Larry V. Fanto of NHow RPrumawick, MHew Jersey, Commwnications Corporal of
Company "F", repeatedly expoaod himsolf %o artillery fire ang snemy tanks to
lay communioattion 1ines snd reptir them wien broken by artQlery shelling.

The 1st pPatbalion recelved orders at 1200 on 1y Soptember from General
mlkar to move from its presant luocalion % an aros sash of Highway 10 nsar the
SELE River. gompany "AM, commanded by GRpiain Horbert E. Eltt of san Antonio,
Texas, was arderad to proseed to I, 8, 0HINCO and drivs the soemy from the northwsad
slops of VUCCOLO DI CAFFA SANTA, Mijor Minor L. willlams, directing the company
movement, wag injured whon sesking eover from onamy arbtillery shelling the move-
ment of tho company. Fatrols wore sont oul fyom Companiss "B aund "g" as far as
two and one~hnlf milos in Tront of their rositiona. A Company "B" patrol 1ed by
2nd Lt. Marbin J, Tully of Chienge, 1111nois, brought beok accurabe and valuable
infommation benidss cnpturing tuwo Sermans. Tha prisoners hiad been advized by
their officers that the Amerloans alwnys killed prisonors and were in grost [ear
of vhat we would do te them. jhon the prinonors were apsursd that they would mot
bo killed, they talkod freely and npparently answored all questlons to tie beat of
thelr knosledge. The company pasitions of Hio bathalion ware continully harraass- -
ad by enomy artillery fire bub few casualtica wove sustainad. .
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on 15 Septembar, _attory "p', 1051k gonnt Artiller, -Anti-piroraft (Adr
wmrning) Battalion, wam attachod to Hie 133rd Flold Artillery mttol fon under
regimental control. Tho half tracks of this wnit wire dispersed in the rear
of the artillery batterias. Throvghont the day medium bomberg escarted by
P~38%¢ and p-51's bombod tie towns of AATTIPAGLIA and EBOLI and the road nebtwork
used by the Germans. The grovnd rocked as far rek 84 the rogimenta) commnd
post from this terrifie tombing. Penides the tarrible affeot thig bombing muat
have had on the Germans, the morkla of ocur tronpo we raised ipmeapureably by
this asslstance. The Germens wsnd smoks ex tenzively to sover their withdraml
of certain portions of their foreor from our front ling. The L.2 mortars of
Company "A", Blith ghemical Bnttmlion, wore nsed to fire on Geman observation
pesta. German Infantry atbemplad to dig in on our front line during the night
but was forced to withdrayw by our artillery firs. The Snany cowterad with a
small amount of mortar and artillery fire on our front line. Small patrols wore
sent out by the rifle companies bubt ancoim tared German snipers and machine guneg.

The lst pattalion remalned in their pesition of 14 Soptember. The Gormana
kept up mcourate and affeotive artillary fire on avary vehicle and troop movement.
Friondly tanis mads a movemont 600 yrrds in fronkt of the battallon commmnd post over
4 f1at wnwooded pladn. Enomy A8's opennd up on the ianks bub failed to geore a hit.
After n brief asortis, the tanks withdrew. This operation affordad the infantry
quite a show as hersinfore ey hnd rot ohaerved any tank activitios. The tatw
talion wire crow compoted of Borgennt Rolorb A. Colller of Fredorioksburg, Texsas,
Technlelan v Qlosro w. Hey of Plekwlek, Toxas, Privale pirst Cless LeRoy Richter
of Moultrle, Osorgin, Privabe First Clnan Leonnrd J. Mots of Bdwardsville,
Permaylvanin, Private First ginss Konnetih Gimnge of Pine fnob, wst Virginia,
Private Firat lase Russall H. Fitegarald of Lancagtar, Pamayl vania, Private
Fred 3. loys of Sin Antonio, Toxns, and Privato Clyde 0. Glosch of Toledo, ghio,
wrked night and my under extremoly hazardoue conditions to maintaln batbalion
commumications. Time and time agin it wag nhoceasary tq work under enmy artil-
lery firs to repair breaks in the linaa.

The 1st Battalion remained In thalr poetbion untll 19 geptembsr. The troaps
soon caught on o the German tiotios and tricks and there were few onswnl tigs.

0n the morning of 16 geptember, the 3rd pattalion vas attacked by snamy tanks

and Infantry, but the attack ma repulaed by British mechanized units and our om “

artillary.’ gompany %" lknooked out r german half-brack with mmaill srma fire and
eaptured one prisoner from the vahiola, Amarioan bombers were vory sotiva again
on our fromb. American parachutists who had 1anded behind the Garman lines sifted
baok to our positions. They ndvised that our artillery and raval gun fire had
oreatad great deatruckion and mny caswl tles in the segbor mrthwest, wast and
southwest of BATTIPAGLIA.

on 17 8eptember, Company PA", 120th Enginagr Pattalion, less one platgon,
was attached o the regiment. This wmit was Plrced in position as the ragimental
reasrve. puring the morning, » Company "L" patro]l roported enemy aotivity in their
seotor and owr 1.2 mortars openad fire. Three German hal f-traoks pWlllng pung
lof't this arem and our artillery immediately 1aid fire on them. The L5th Enginesrs
replaced the 36th Enginsers on our right flank and the British 1318t Brigads re-
plaoed the 29th Amored Regiment on our laft flenk. A Corman modieal unit, wosre
ing rad shirts, worked most of bthe dny in tha seclpy we had shallsd so heavily,
svacuating casmmlties and ramoving their doad. A pritist patrol returning et 1475
reported that there were ab lanst 200 ge rmn doid in the arem we had bean shel ling.
Enemy activity wes obgerved approximatoly two miles from ouwr fronk and aftar dark
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an artillery concentration wns plavedon this arsa resulting la terrific explo-
siona and & large flre. Two other lnrge fires wore giarted ln enemy territory
during the night by our artillery [ire.

tommunioations men of the 3rd Pnttallon porfommed their dubties all through
these operatlons under the ront hneardous balbls conditions. They worked night
and day under snemy [lre and oleervnblon to mininin wire linss. Teoh Serpgeant
Jnaok J. Dixzon, Jrs. of §nvn Antonle, Toxag, Sorponnt George W. Priate of oxford,
Alabama, Fachnican Vv gsale Ramo of Lona, Louisinpa, Private George A. Jonea of
goranton, Pennsylvanis, and Frivats yilbur T, McGluskey of Andsrson, Texns, all
mambara of the 3rd Dntbtallen Headguartsrs Company, performed thelr communicatlon
dutien vath grent courage And of ficlemy. Sergeant C¢arl M. YPems, Communicstions
gergeAant of (ompany LU from (Ameron, Toxmg, 18aid and maintained wire to his com-
pany during daylight hours under enemy f{ire and cobservation. He eoxposed himself
to enemy fire four times in one day to repair Ui line broken by artillery shaeila.

The liaipon, intelligsnce information nnd communications of the Aritish
unite on our left flank wis of & most superier nature throughout our snbire slay
in this secbor. The man mrse greatly Impressed nith the Tighting qualltles of
the British and thelr comradeshlp wnn most apparent. 6ifts of food and cligarettes
wore frequently exohangad betwean the twe pgroups.

on 18 Seplember Colensl Worner rocelved A warning order {rom the Commanding
Ganersl of the [j5th plvision that Regimenisl Aendguartors and Headquarters Comw
pany muld be rellisved sometdmn during the night. The 3rd pattalion was to re-
main under control of the Li5th nivision with a1l the regimenial attached unlta.
At 1730 the 3rd Dabttalion bagnn itn wovement forward to posliions between
BATTIPAGLIA mnd EFOLX. The trocopn ohasrvoed slgns of hurried German svaowmtlon--
gquantities of mmmunibion, snll arms end albandoned and destroyed vehicless
Patrols moved out well in advanoe of bthe balinllon positions. At OSH5 on
19 September the 3rd Battallon wns ordorasd %o oocoupy new positions again and
thia ms accomplished by 0730.

The 2nd Bmitellon moved from their position to the hill mass just below
and to the west of ALTAVILLA-

At 0020 on 19 geptombor ordors wore recelred from the Li5th Division reliev-
ing Regimental Headquirters nnd Naadquartars fompany from thelr ocontrol and re-
vorting to the 36th plvision control. The oommand post was olosed and moved under
cover of darkness to n position near the SELE River ssst of Highwey 18 vhere it
bivovagsd for the night. colonel Wernsr was ordersd by Ganera]l mmlker %o re-
aggemble the regiment under regimenital control and ocoupy the area eround
ALTAVILLA. Ths 2nd Patbaldon wne Lo remnin in its position. The 1s% Battalion
made alight adjustments from 1ts locaklon, sending oubpost lines up to the CALORE
River. The 3rd pattalion wnn rolieved {rom 1ts asector at 1420 by a battalion of
the 179th Infantry Regimmt and movoed by motor to the assembly ares selscbsd by
the regimaent. pefora the 3rd Daltalion moved into its sssembly area, ordere were
roceivoed from Genersl Wilker to relleve the 50hith Parachule Regiment ocoupying
2111 bl atove ALTAVILLA. Tho ALTAVILIA rond was narrow and wund in a corksorsw
fashlon very steeply up to the town of ALTAVILLA vhich mas situwated on a high
hill’ commanding observaltion t the mouth and west. HI11 L2l was still higher
above ALTAVILLA and vehloular traffic was limited to jeeps just bsyond the limita
of the towns All aupplies, wonpons and mmmunition had to be laboricusly haulad
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vp the atesp hilla by the trocps. Thrae snemy shells fell below the 3rd Pat-
talion arem during Hie night dhich wars evidently fired from a grest dlatance.
othorwisa, all ascbtors wore very gquiet althowuph patrols were meintained as far
as SERRR throughout the night.

on 20 geptombor, oihar unita still oceupylng peaitiens in the regimmtal
gooior wers withdrawn. Colenel iproar received orders from Goneral mlkar to
alear the ALTAVILIA area of dend and wounded and the battalions bepan searching
thelr mreas for bodless Many wora found in the hills above ALTAVILLA--toth
Amariean and Geman, All Amarican dotd were broupht off of the hills and a
cometory was sslablished below ALTAVILLA. S0 many of the Gemsn dend ware in
such 8 bad atate of docorposition that burinl spots wers selectsd on the hillg.
Mny of the Gsrman dend tors mo identification. The towm of ALTAVILLA ltsslf
me a shambles. Mob one bullding seemnd to have esceped the shelling of both

/ Amsrican and Gamnn forcea. Many housas were ullorly demoiished. The water line
: for the tomn had baen broken by shell fire and the entire populence had to use
- the tap from n small artesimn wll for thelr water supply. TFroops entered and

searchad each bullding In the town, Finding dend and wounded elviliens. Aa quickly
ag peasible medienl nid ws pglven to the woundsd and the dead removed. The  °
gtanch of death waa overywiers. Yen, wowen and children walked the gbrests
and stood in dormye In & dazed mannar. The Germans had taken arll of their
tagls and they were poworlans to excavato the doad from demollshed buildings
virare they had bsen trapyed. ANGOT officlnls ayrived in the town and eivillan
police wore appointsd to help control the populance and endsaver to restore
gome order. With the menisiancs of onur troops, all aveilable menpowsr was
draftod te assist in removing the doad and cloaring the streets. The removal

i of the military dend tnok all day, all night and part of the next day. The
task of clearing ALTAVILIA went on for days.

on 2@ goptombar Gensrnl mllmr ordsred the regiment into a bivouao mrea
below ALTAVILLA near the SELE River to re-orpnnize, replace squipment and
dacurs & much needsd rect.

Through all of the operations the mombors of the Regimenial Headquarters
Company commendad by lst I, 5. Harold 8. pulinig of gan Antonio, Texta worked
; tirelessly to maintain regimeninl communloations, provide reconnalissance and
i intelligence information, propare command post protection by mambers of the
: fand under chlsf marrant 0fficer Homer A. Tawpks of San Marcos, Texas, and
A carry on the mul tifarious details of n reglmenlal headquarters. The commun-
oy 1 lontione platpon of Jogimeninl Hpadquarters Comprny under ot Lt. Keiman P. fomo
g of High Polnt, North garclina, Inid and maininined approximtsly 250 miles of
o teslophone wire since tho invasion dats and provided radie commumnicatlons with
i tattnlicns, divisions and svpprorting wnits. Maailsr Sergeant Rex L. Passmore
: of 8an Antonio, Texaz, Tech Sergeant gletus H. Baird of San Antonlo, Toxas,
Tachnician ¥ Viviane Heyes of Ssn Anlonls, Texms, Technician V@eorge Meurer of
lockhart, Texas, Technican ¥V Arthur M. {lenry of Port Naches, Texas, Private
J First ¢laas Horman Kune of Frodericlsburg, Texas, Private First (lass Lynn Wells
; of Qilmer, Texas, Privabte First Olnass Toy J. McCoy of Vernon, Texas, Private
Firasbt glane Billie J. §mn of Cromll, Toxas, Private First Qlass Leoster H. Lomn
of ¢linton, ohio, Private First Class J. M. Kaurr of pallas, Texas, Private First
Clags H. 0. Buokner ¢f loscws, Texas, Frivats Willis V. Padon of Liberty, Texas,
Frivato Hemry Q. Irvin of Zthmaetk, Texns and Private palter A. gtolte of Bronx,
llaw York, 811 membars of Lthe commmications platoon, worked Hight and day under
shedl fire, enemy snipers and atrafing of onemy planes. the work of thils platcon e
<
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playsd an Important part in the suecessfd aporntions of the regiment.

The enlieted parsomnel of the Ragimoninl staff ssotions composad of Masgter
Sargeant Joim D. Kyanr ol L1LE1a Rock, Arkanara, Pnster Sergeant Thurman g. dlark
of Robetown, Taexas, Staff Gnrponnt Robert D. Dletarle of Detroit, #ichigan,
Techniocian IV John F. Proasel of Iwmdes, Illinols, Technleian IV Richard E. ®nders
of Palacios, Texas, Tachiiiclsn ¥ Franl fI. Mochlor of Scranton, Pennisyl wania,
Tochniclan v Bridgor P. flohdny of linrlingen, Texas, and rivate Jarvin A+ Donnetd
of gan Antondo, Toxps, wininined the oparstivng inkelligones mapa, porfemad
the necessary adninisirative doimils, ond worked cansalessly for several daeys and
nights withouk rost during certein perleds of he operation when onomy aotivity
demandad conslant vipilence.

The end of tha oparation "Avalanda" found the regiment in good condition.
¥Yorale amongat the man was hiph., Thoy wore proud of their achievempent of being
the firgt Americah troops to land on Hin conbinent of Europs-~the firsi troops to
meat the Germanas 631 tha bonchas awt drive then baok. Thelr pride was thoroughly

/ jua&:ifiado

gasuslties of the hlat Infrntry Lopimont for tha operation "pvalsnche®

wars ag followss

CFFICERS 40, ISTED LgH TOTAL

105/1) tung (Ttalian) wlis 1800

reunds of amminiidon.seevnircnnnvgnos
Railwmy Gung (calibor mlnosn)e.iseisen
Machine Gim Ammmnibionescessescarssvane
Hend Grenadea {(Italinn)essroceccsivioas
Carblnes {ftaldanYei.viescivronvirsncra
Miso smll sima smmmlibdon.aecivranensa
Barbed Wire In rollfseeconsoctnsvcnaans

EIlD
15 -~

HILLED IN ACTIOH:s0vsva0sa ¥ &0
- WUNDED I ACTION-vervonns B 12 1507
. MISSING IN ACTION..vssvows 1 Lt
1z v BT
i Biomy cagualtles, captured end dosbroyed materisl are as followag
EST IMATED
i _ 110 W ALDTF IOUAL
j Priconers of WT ssevssnnccoscasvsoonca G0
| 0 T P P 200,
H Wimdede s oaiaiciseiasiirasesanssees 3 {captured) 100 |
Mark IV Tanke: Doobroyosdieceasvrsicsnss 18
Knockad gut dub re-
: trisved by the nnomy.eseiesescacesay 2
F Salf-propolled sarmored (type mimewn).. 1 {destroyed)
; Cormand & Reconnalsennce Vehiclos...... 2 (dostroyed)
) 2 {eaptured intaat)
- 3-Tonm Vehiclo..ssissseessncusrancennnas 1 fonptured intact)
"i MobOroyclafesssrasasnesnosusons saresass 2 {destroyed)
g 2 {captured intact) -
7omm Anti-Tani GWigesse-asvssavsaarsnss 5 [destroyed)
3 50 oAl Anti-airorafb jWiesessossscsssss 1 {captured intact)
] BOr tBr6eesvosrsnaresosssrconssissacesss 3 {capturad intact)
Machine Yungaeiesssoncssnrcaisioaronons ly {onptured intast)
- omm Gun with ammumibion.....e.eonsueve 2 (capbured intaet)

ly {eaptured intact)

3 {doatroyed)

5000 rounds (eapiuraed intact)
3000 (captursd intaat)

200 {capturad Iniagt)

5000 rownds (captured intaot)
150 (eaptured intact)
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‘i i HEADQUARTERS 14187 INFANTRY REGIMENT, RIFLE RI¥/rdd
Aro #36, U. 3. ARMNX

11 pecember 1543

SUBJEOT: Transmittal of Regimental Nistory \
10 + Ocomanding General, J6th Infrntry Divielon, APO #56, Us 8. Aoy

1. Inclomed is the regimsntel history of the l%lst Infrmtry Regiment
aovering operatiops in Ibsly durlng the month of Hovember 19945,

2. Operntlons in thia mountaincus gountry indlcats & need for gertuin
preparatory mesnsures, There la no paad for # large mwbsyr of specislly traine
ed or organized meuntnin lroope. Thars 1s, however, m posilive need for prok
trains, properly orgAnizsd nud breipsd for esch division. Thim will epsble ths

pack treins to rest when bthe tivision roakn,.

%. There la & paeltive noed for rdditioml srgineers who c&n create traila
ard mountain resds apd menfat In bendecrrrylng supplies whers animal trains can-
not oparste, In the pressnt operations cowbut troops haye been roquired to do
this work.

RICHARD J.
Golonel, lilat Infantry
OQMMANDIR}

& Inclet ) m

#1 - Reglmental History { oetupls) y
; e

- pesuslty List (octuple) A P
3 .~ Unit Jourml (1 opy / EGRP‘DEDM‘{ “;&
( prert AE
) O 187 )n’%'

- Wpu (1wt of 5)
a. Venafro, Sheet 151 111
b. Onssino, Bhest 160 II
¢s Terno, Bheet 172 IV.
d. OCaser%s, Shent 172 1I
s, Onsal Dt Prinoipe, Sheet 172 111

; 'hu.:hi,‘lzr? (.,':,-“-_;".’caf.’sﬂr <5
‘ et Per o
Fratuing Seder 10501 .
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Havirg loft tho AITAVILIA area on 15 Ootobsr 19475, tha reginent moved vim
mokor truok beo & bivmito fier bhreo {3) miles soubtbwest of GUIGLIALD where Lhe
tralnirg of replacemonta wnn condached vntil 31 Optober. On 51 Dgtober the
Jrd Bagtalion lsft the bivousc nrsn and meved by motor fruck to tlwe Ielond of
HISIDA in the Bry of IATIES to prrticipnto in nmphibicus $reining preparatory
to maklirg an sophibicus tandirg farther up ths cotad near GAETA. On 1 Rovember,
the lat and 2ni Battelions perticipnted in the oome type of omphlbious trainirg
as hed the 3rd Bathalion on tha previens dny.

On 2 Hovembor, the Regiwnnirl Qonbak Torm, less the Coinnon Gempsry, Anbl-
Tank Gompary, 0o "A7, 111th Fadienl Anttelion and Qo "A", 111th Ergineor Bat-
tallon, left the GUIGLIANC blveuna ryen il vore transported to the Island of
HIZIDA where &t was lended on 8 gumbor of Frvy 16T's (landirg Oraft — Tanko) ot
the wherves on the inland. Vehicles, guna and commnieatione equlprgant had . been
Waberproofed the provious day and wag alrengy losded aboard the 10T's when the
troops arrived. The man wers in good spirita although wary of them-viewed the
operation from 4 sarisum Ampect, Blmobty~Clve per cent {59€) of the men had par-
ticipnted In the invamlon of ITAIY on the fulf of SALERMND and hnew full woll the
darger of muking An amphilloun atteok sgainat prepnrell German positions.

The losdirg of the ICT'm woa completed nt IA3D hours and the troopa stood
or s6% qualstly on the ornfi swsltirg the lienr of departure which had heen ast
for just aftor sudown, AL 14830 hours, upon orders from the Regimental Qombat
Teem Qouparder, Goloml fiehnrd J. Werper, 0.216655, of 8an Antonio, Toxna, ofii-
aors in ongh landing crofh, nftep fipst tdvining the men to maks no demonsbration
or outward eyidonce of any kind, frnounced to the troope that there aptuslly
would. be no lamding of #ry kint meda. Oareful preparations had basn mage by
Fifth Army Intelligonce to equip the 14lst Tnfentry OQoubat Team for an tmphibious
operatlon and conduct emphibicus trainipg within full view of known Qerwan en-
plonage egants. Informrtion #s Lo the plece of the Propoved lapding had also
besn allowed to letk out. The entire operstion was designed to drew Germen
troops from the present fromt lines to the constel mcsbtor near GAETA, thua weak-
onirg thelr foross in the meuntain region for an attack by Allled troops. Fifth
Aymy Intalligence reporkad thnt the Qegmens had already shifted one {1) penrer
dlvision Lo the constal ssctor to repsl the amphiblous landing with the rssult
that the #mrhibious demonabyation wnm nirendy n sucoesa, Prior imow ledgs Lo tha
fact that thers sctuslly would he no Iniing b#d bean restristad to the Regimen-
tal Cosmepder, o salactod few atafy membara, gach battelion comander amd the
131at Field Artillery Prttalion armurrdar, A1) obher perdomnel prapared for the
demonstration and loaded cn the lapiirg craft otrictly on the basis of mn actual
operation. .
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"15 The troops sbemrd the 10T's complied with the order of no cutward demon~
’f;:-" styation upon being rdvined that no lapding woeuld be made, but it wae & diffi-
3 cult order to obeay. The releves from the tenmion of maklng an emphibious at..

tack wes menifested on the faces of tho men bl in the low~toped exhilarating
talk that hummed through the bonts.

Hetever, the entire demonmbration was not completed after the announce-
ment was made. The men were to remain on board the I0T's until sundown a%
which time they ware to fils off quietly snd diaperes smong the bulldirgs and
wharyes. Just after supdewn when vielbility from the aniniapd was soreenad,
troops, vehloles and equipment wera removed frow the landing oraft snd the
10T s moved out into the hnrhor to mest rmynd) escort vesssls, forming & oon-
voy which preseedad north up the ecovst juat es though the entire enmphiblious
feros wam actunlly golrg to take plnes., HNovnl waroraft weyre to shell the
bawghes shortly hafere dewn nm theogh fulfilling a prearrengsd fire mission
for an sttagking smphibious fores.

At midnlght the troopm Infh tho Inlend of NISIDA and filed noroos the
plsr oonnacting tha leland to tha meinland where they wers loaded into trucks
and returned to the bivowae area near GUIGLIAND.

At 2250 hours, T NMovember, (Colonal Wernsr was ordered by Hajor Geperal Fred
L. ¥alker, Qowemnding Qemernl of ths 36th Infantry Pivialon, to move the combat
tary by motor truck Lo A new hivoure fyan In the vieinity of FIGBATARO, leaving

the QUIBLIANG arsa by 1000 heurs § Rovembsr. All units of the combat tsen were
informed of the move thmt night and A garch order was prepared snd dispstched
to unit commenders.

At 1000 hours, & Boremhsr, the first serial of the convoy left the bivouma
eras and the oonbat teem moved to PIFFMATARD vin & girouitious route laid out by

IT Qorps. Hritish convoys coming mouth crevted pgremt desl of sonfusion in

the march seriale, eplitting the sarinle and gonernlly delaying the movement.
The ronds were very dunty ani a thick lsyer of white dust covered men, vehicloe

ard equipment at ths end of ths movement,

Bhortly aftsr the commend pont wae established on the ocutekirts o PIGRATARO,

JQermynl Walker srrived st the QP with crders from II Oorps to move the caombat

team to the vioinity of FIETRAVAIRANO ond closes into & bivouae area in that re-
glion JA00C houre 7 Noynmber. 3iree bolephops communlcation had not been estsblishe
ed to the various units sn yes, Jinison officers wers sent to each unit to ad.

vise thew of the changs in plans.

On 7 Norsmber, the crmbat teem mojed to & biveung ares four (4) miles scuth-
west of PIETRAVAIRARD. Traffic problems sgain created enfuslon smorg. the march
serinls. Ons way bridgzes ovyrr sbyoeme, culyerba, and rivers hnd bsen put up by
construction snzipesrs to maet indbtinl tomporery nesds of front line troovpme

()2 ) TROEREF
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Although priority hed baom giyen to tim 141at Infantry on the salscted route, ;

11 Gorpa military polles hnd » great desl of difficulty in meintaining the

¢low of traffic in order for the combab tomm to olose into its biyouac ares by ]

1400 hours. k
[
1]

Prior %o the movemant of the combai teom, 8 quartering party had been asnt
to the PIETRAVAIRANO mzsm to lecats the yarious pattaiion axd separate company
arsas. Omptaln Willirm 0. Wobktlin, 0-%40h295, of 9ap Antonio, Texas, and Uorp-
oral Willism R. Strorg, 32283797, of Bronoklyn, lovw York, members of Headquarters 1
Qonpary lst Battmlion, were racopnoiterirg for a bivouso area for the lst, Datia. 1
1ion when thair jeep ran over & (emmn 1and mire timt hed been left by the Ger- ‘
mans when thoy rotrasted. 3

An fmmedints yecormalwessnes of the aysm wie mede by Qolopel Werner, Cmptain :
Romwall K. Drughty, 0-280726, Ropimental Intelligence Officer &nd lat It. Koy i
M. Basm, O-H10459, of Ssn Ankonls, Towrs, lseder of the Regimental Headquarters .
Compary Intewlligense & Recorminnnncs Flmtoon. The sres was found to hive a :
conniderable guantity of Geyman nipes placed hrphazardly arourd. Bridges, cul-
vorts snd roads wera bimin up nnd apmy epglnovors wWeys working night and day te
provide by-preses and temportyy reptire. The entire ares was & quagmire of mud.
Yehiouler trafflo ologped the ronds in every dirsction.

Junt Aa the 1at Battallen waa gloalig inbo its bivousc srea goven German
planen broks through the cromt 1hyn anti-aircraft defenses and sbtrofod nad homb-
od the main higiway. HNo cAsurltios wore suffersd by the 1let Battelion fron this
enzmy oir actlon.

On 11 Hovember en urzent requoab wno rosslyed Tron ths 9hth Evacuntion
Hospital looated near Lhe Rngimental Ocamrmd Fost Por donors of type "o* blood.
Over sight humdred {800) mon voluntanred nas donors hut due to the length of time
required for taking the blocd, only ten t> twenty per cent {10-20%) of the don-
ors wers uand. Uokoml Iee R. Pries, Gomoanding Gfficer of the %4bth Ewysguation
Hospital, wroks the followirg quoted letter to the Rogimontal Qoammander: %It
given me grent plansure %o commar¥l yeur entire unit for ibe aplendid cooperation
in halping this hospital maintain a bloud wank which hoa sayed many lives snd
will hasten the rescovery of meny Allled soldiers wounded in sction. & greab
mipheyr of your organizabtion heve rendered Lholr services as blood donora at this
hospital.?

On 15 Hovembar, ordera were raomivad fron Gemeral Walker to move the conbab
temm, lens the 151st Fisld Artillery end Qeminry BA7 . 111th Enginears, Lo &n
area in the vicinity of HI1GIAHD to relisve the 15th Infantry Rogiment of the
3rd Infatry Divieiom. The reliaf of the 15th Infantry Regiment was to be of-
Poctad o the night of 15-17 Noveuwbsr.
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16 Hovembar dnwned eold, grey and rainy. The men took down their pup-tents
and rolled their packa in tha mud nnd redn, making a vain affort to !mep thelr
oqiifment clewn and dry usder the mest ndyarse clroumatances. The Ragimental
Oqmmand Poat wam closed mt the PIETRATAIRANO sren nyd paved 4o tho HIGNARD aren
whars it opened et 1600 hours.  The vow ¢ pend poat was altusted on the sagond
floor of an Italinp faymhouas — A buildirg in vhich the 3rd Infantry Reglment
mrintained thelr commard post on the firsk floor and 4n which the 15th Infankry
Feginent was still funchioving - bha sacord floor. The valley, which the coo-
manl pest over looked, wam limited in ponnible oitea for headquarkers e cemnnd
poatn imemict £3 ik wne prtremsly witlmrabla to German artillery fire frow end
Lo end avd afforded the enemy exoallant phasryation from bthe M. CAMIND hill masa
which dewinnted tha velley on Lho a>tthe

The battalion Pl moprrnte compery broojs left the PIETRAVAIRNCG eree Juet
ak dusk nnd moved by motor trusk to A point approxinately five wlles from the
front Iinen.  The 2nl nnd 3rd Batheliona wont into bivouge prsitione in the
roir as regimental rasarve rul the 1at #nttnllon werched from thes dstrucklng
point to a positlon on the pouthennt alope of M. LUMEQ to rollove the 2nd Bnite-
lion of the 15th Infaitry Regiwent, sbout two and. ome half {2%) wiles northeast
of the town of HIGHANO. .

It had rained nlmont ircemnantly all dey nd it contimued %o rain through-
oub the night sa the men of the lat Bnttelion ulozged up the road to H. o
in mad over their nkles, alippirg sl nliding into poola of wetor. Upon lery-
irg the road the trenps aaprmhlad over bha web and slippery rocks up the nlojeo
of H. LUMID, The Sermng lnyod baransirg artlllery flre on M. LUM30 during the
tims Lthe rellef ves halrg affected. Anx thn ahells dropped sround them, tha men
would frll to the grond ond aseck whrhnover cover was ayanildle, becoming coverad
with mud frow head to foobt And sooking web.

Whils the lat Battalion wna climbirg the nlopes of M. LUNGO, the 2rd Butie-
lion was relisving tha 5rd Dattalion of the 15tk Infentry Hogiment and the »rd
Battalion was rallaviig tlw Int Bottallion of the 15th Infatry Regiment in the

ragimental resarve sren paysral miles nmuth of the regivental emmand post. The
15th Infmtry Regliment wea raliayed at 0O30 houra on 17 November.

The ares haying heen offlcially taken ovar by bthe 1418t Infantry, bbt. Oolo-
nel W, Trimble Brown, 016666, of I'eauburpi', Yirginia, Qoumending Officer of the
ist Bettalinn, sompleted plapa for peirols and rogquested the roglmentnl commender
to furnish earryling prrtles bn brivg 1n a sufficlent wupply of food ad armun e
tiom tn oateblish & dump for tle pattolion 1n the avent 1t wes attacked and sup-
plies could mt be brought in ench day. Arrapgements were made 7ar the 2nl and
3rd Battelions to furnish fifty (50) pon evoh bo earry suppliss on the night of

17+18 November nd 18-19 Hovember.
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The carrying partios arsembled at ths farthest reint which ths supply
trucke could srfoly carry the supplies, Frow that point the men began the bRok-
brenking task of hAard-earrying mmmunibion, Cood utter up the rocky slopea
of He LUMI0. Slipping npd #liding oyar muddy and racky farrnin, wading at timeg
through pools of water kuns daap, groplng in the dark amd rain for footlirg avor
the unfamilisr grousd and gnapivg Cor brenth Cror Lhe axhertion of climbirg, ths
men Wonb on with their srdusus trRok, The onewy laid concontrations of artillory
sholls 1n the path of the carrylng pnrtiea amd the men vers forced 4o dros their
supplies and mesk whataver cover tley could fimd in rock crennies and shell holens.
Private Firet Olasa Eugeps O, Portor, 20807800, of Port Isabel, Toxne, a membar
of flond quartern Joupruy 3yd Dettalien, apd Irivate First Olaoas Arthur W. Weins
38050832, of Welmsr, Texas, A membor of Oomphny "KY, were killod by this artili-
ory firs. Frivals Frapk 8. Raln, 72222390, o Flushing, Long Ialaprd, New York,
wAs seripusly wourded mpd Intar Alnd of his Weurnds in @ resr lins hompital as
aresult of this ehemy obnlling. Frivate Flrat Qlese Norman F. 9inclair, 36710081,
af Comay, Mlsoouri, Irivete Olnrles B. Anglin, 5’357‘2090, of Breford, Georgis,
Frivets Hanael Dubton, 38736635, of lordin, Illdinoin, and Priyete Eneco E. Shaw,
14116370, of Geinenvills, Georgin, nil menbore of Headquarters Corjony 2nd BDabtao
lion, werse soriously wourded; erd Oorporsl Manuael A. Rivera, 20802340, of El Poso,
Texaa, and Private Firal Olnuas Hocyie Mo R. Goimales, 38025610, of laedo, Texua,
both wembera of Oompany *E%, wera lightly wourded during the Gemnn artillery
soneontrations.

Deapite the ahelling, rain, mud, laharicus hard-carrying and unfemlliar tor-
rain, the 1st Battelion was cupplisd with aufficlent food and smounition on the
two nights to esteblioh an ndequnte aui Ty dumps

On 18 Hovembey, Brigedier Geperol . [i. Wilbur, Assistant Division Cosmander
of tha 36th Infantry Diviaion, ordered Onlounl Vernor to relisve the 2nd Datta-
lion of %lw M3rd Infantry Begimsnb on M. NOTOIDO with the 2md Battellion of the
418t Infantry loavirg their present area at 1730 hours, 19 Hovomber; algo Lhe
3rd Battallon would relisve the lab Brttelion on M. LUMEO, lemaving thelr prenant
aoaitian at 1730 hours, on 20 November. ALl Batielicon soumanders were infurmed
of the change and plans wers formulated for adequate guides and artillary sup-
port.

At 1902 hours 18 November, Lt. Colonal Brown adylsed Oolousl Werner tint
the 1st Dattnllon wan bairg ettacled by o asnll Gemman force, that the atbachers
ware bolng met with morter and smnll arme fire, and thag srtillery fapport had
heen called for from the regiwental Oannon Oompany. At 1945 hours Qolomel Brown
adyised that the attack hnd bheon ropolled, The fire from the Cannon Qompany,
cotmandad by Oopbaln Lovereth ©. Hemilton, 0-h10463, of E1 Feao, FTexas, had been
very Beourtloe amd offechtive ia brosking up the attacl,

Early on the morning of 19 November, the Oermans laid seveoral hpavy concen-
trations of artillery fire on the Rrgimentel Qosmand Post Ared, diarupting tels~
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phone aomounlcationn to the bottolisne, bepirate conpaniew and divielon honde

quarters. The wire crews of Ragimantal Handgpiortops Oempany, the batiallonn and i

aopfrate comprnien workad night sod dey bo Jmep Lelophone ceomrunicatlag open. I
i Tho almost incemennt enemy nrtillery Cirs broke the linss almost ag quickly anm -
j they were repaired,

; At approximetely Of30 houra n 1? Hovmabar, & Qumpany "A" plotoon led Ly
' Znd Lb. Qlrrence M. Artymovich, 0.104h13, of petrait, Hishigen, cut of £ five 2

¢ (5) Germnun who evidently bad hesn on = patrol misefon and captured them. In-

} tarrogation revonled the prissnors to ts from the 9th Oompany of the 1%4h Ien-
mer Grepad iar Regimont which wan loeoted on M. LU0, The primoners had recent- i

ly been given inabructions on msourity amd 1t was difficult to alicit informa-
tion from them.

At 1600 houra Allied planas bombet S, FIETRD for the firat bime aince the
rogiment had cocupied posibionr in the Cronk lin~e. The westher hnd boon cloudy
the great mmjority of the tims pPid n grant deal of pain hnd fallen. Tvo GermAn

e planes strafed Lhe postbions of the Ist Buttelion on M. LUIGO.

AL 1730 hours the 2nd Batkelion conmondnd by Lt. Qolona Amron W. Hyatt, Jr.
0-264395 of Oseining, I'aw York, left their rosarve poaition bivouss mres to ro-
liave the 2nd Batbtalion of the W 3rd Infntry Roglwent on M. ROTOIDO. The ro-
llef was offected At 0315 liours on 20 Hovember.

The lat and 2rd Battalionn wore nov piturted on hills aoroes from each
other through which Higivey No. 6 wound through the narrow valley mepnrnting the
two hille., At ths southaash &ip of M, LUIGO the highway made & U-shape contour
to the wonbt closely following Lthe base of M. LUIDO. The Germans occupled the
grosbter proportion of M. LUNIO - the lst Dnikelion ccoupping only tha nsoutheast
tip. Sinee both H. LUNZO spd M. RCTOMIO cverlooked the broad valley in which
the towns of 3. PIETRO, 8. YVITIOOR and CASSIND are located and which hills and
towns mere imporbant links in ths German winter line, both the lst and 2re Batta-
lions were subjected to almost conatant rrtillery, morter, machine gun and moall
ares firs - the Lroops on M LUMIO recelviig the brunt of tha anamy fire. .
ROTONDO afforded bettcr cover and copacalment than M. LUMGO due to its wooded
torrain. M. LUNBO was devold of yegetnblon in mpany pleces and the troops hed
grout diffioulty in sseurirg edequabe cover. The Ho CAMINO hill mass to the
west ard soutlmest overlooked bobth M. LUMIO apd 4. ROTONDO amd the regicentel
coumand pomb arem loembed two milea acutheant of MIGNARO. Since the grenter
portiom of M. CAMIND wam onoupled hy the Uemmonn, they were afforded excellent
ohaervation of all movemanta within tha regimental ayes, Uoneeguently, ebrict
digoipline had to ba exerciamd on vehimlar traffic during the hours of daylight.
Vehicles larger than jJesps wore nob parmitted Lo pass the road Junction on High-
way Mo, € and the read lending anst to FIESERZAIMD during deylight hours. Then,

.
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only jasps om urgent misslons wore n1lmnd to trayerss the rond. Thoas units
that sould recsive hot food from Idkehenn In the field troin blyouan mear PREJEN.
ZAND were allowed to bring it np to thelr ponttions in jeecps with treilars,

The cbesryntlon poeb meintelsul by the Iingimantal Heedgarters Qompany Inbel-
ligence & Reconmissamae flabasn on M. CESLEA snd the 2nd Battelion cbeervation
post on M. ROTOJDO, brvipg an excellent yiow t0 the north sand nortlwest, afford-
ad the rogimentnl ataff officers with 1o lnnbles informAtion on epawy movements
o H. LUNMGO, M, GAMINO, in 3. PIETRO end J. VITrTORR, epemy Arbillery popltions
abgerved by zun flashan, deiman {lare rebivity md vehlioulay traffic on Highway
No. &. This informrtien coupled with thet from the front lipa acmprniss kept
the reglmental commander fully H{prised of enomy activity 1n the regimepiel sec-

Lor.

Allied artillsry egnlont German posikions oan maintdned day and night. Al-
though the Gemnans asared to experd an wany rourds of artillery during the first
fow days as our win Artillery s koriss, additiomnl units of heavy ond medium
artillery broughd inte the yenr oyeta som brought the balmee of artillery fire-
powar in the fayer of cur fercees. The anbire fromt wes & constant rumble and
roar. The grourd rooked from the fores of erzoloding shells end the nolse raver-

berated from meuntain ba mountalp.

The almsat eonabant roin wna a neyere abrein on the mon in the front lin=s.
Foroed to remnin in thelir foxholes durivg the hours of daylight, the holee would

often £111 up with watay. Slrce movemsnt wee constraiped dus to enemy ohaarya-
tion, the men would hye to whlb until dnrk to bil oub Lhelir positionn with

thair stosl helmets. Glothing, blapkets and oquipment becsme wet end soggy with

mud. After savernl dnys in the line the {irat cases of trench feet, fMmmiliar
ta Yorld #ar I, appenysd, Troaps wore urgad end osrdored o removae their szhozs

and wring out thelr siat socka ns ofton an ponaible and to wassege their fech to
abimulate the flow of hloed.

T

At 1750 on 20 Nogember, the Jrd ettalicn somanded by Major Robert E. N

Hahatffoy, Jr. 05384193, of Breckouridgs, Texna, loft the regimental resorve
bivoung aret to relisys the lsb Bakinlion on M, LUILO. The relisf wes affechbed

by 0345 hours on 21 Hoveabsr, apd the 1st Pettalion went into poaition as reg-
jmdrtal reserys Lo socurs n fov days of much nesded rest. Just prior to ledy.
trg their bivoums srem to relisvs the lnt Bnttanlion, long renges enewy artillery
gholla lapded in bha Osoprry "K* area wounding thirteon {13} men.

LT

The Hedical Ald StB.tinna.u;I‘ the lat Babbiclion canmarded by Captein Josl B.
OQurmingham, 0-345134, of Oamdon New Jersey, the 2pd Battalion commsnded by Oep-
tain Ralph 8. Phalan, 0378415, of Waurilke, Oklehame, pnd the 3rd Dettelion coa-
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mAnded by lst L. Hearry Noedalmon, C-A32157, of Mismi Heach, Florids, worked tire-
lspely avmcuating the weuptsd s dend from Lha hills. Wounded could not ba eyo-
cueted durlng the hours of deylight dun to bhe opjon lng of caspray positions.
Littar bearers would lesve thy haktmlion nid stations Just 8t dusk to elimh up

to unit poaitlons frum which 1t wns necosoryy fo svacuate the wounded. The tank
of hand-carrying the wourdsd from the hills waa exhaust Lu;. Despite avery effort
to easa the prin of the wrindnd, ltter banrare would slip erd fall, jolting

their pabtlsntw. The bearern would rrrive nt the aid stationa dripping with prespir-
Atlon - thelr faces whits and Arnwn with frilzue. There was no rest for them
during the hours of derknens ns Germn artillery wem exacting ite toll in dead

and wounded dey and night. Bvery effors wos made Lo provide the wouixded with

Lot drinks sid cigeretbes ao they errived nt the nid etetiona. After dAminiater-
irg emorgenoy wedlonl attention, the slid station parsonnol loaded the wourded

into ambulapcen which movnd Lo tha 111th Madicel Clonring dtation in the rear

dred over HiglwRy No. 6 which wnn conetently being subjected to enemy artillery
fire.

At 1270 hours on 21 Novembar, on rrtlllery concontratilon fell on the Regi-
aental Hoadquartnrrs Qompany and Regimenknl Modleal Ald Stakiosn poeitionm. Major
Joseph B. Ooopwoed, 0-26D355, of Leokbart, Taxznna, the Regimentsl Burgeon, was
killed; Onptain Seymone Pollrn, O-A003FS, o 8cranton, Pennsylvenin, the Rogl-
mentnl Dontiet, And Teshnienl Serpanut Wesloy 2. prlten, 20803863, of Lockhart
Texng, were wounded, when a shall exploded cutnids of the atd teny in which they
wore working. Frivete John E. Diehl, 33185674, of Quakertown, Fennsy lvapia, a
nouber of Oompary "G" wnae killed, nnd Privabs Henry J. Jouberd, 31501745, of RKing-
abon, inosnohusetis,.a membor of Ooupeny "D', wno vo soverely wourded that he
died in a hoopigal the next dey, me » resull of this oncmy shelling. Both Pri-
vate Dishl and Privats Joubarb wors on speginl duty with the Regimemtal Heed que r-
ters QowpAny npecial militery police plataon.

During tha artillery concontration, Technicien Grade V Herman J. Ehlingsr,

30025560, of Devins, Taxas, was on duby a8t bthe rogimental switchbaerd. The firss
shall landed so close to the miibzhboard that a soldiey stapding next to Teche

niclan drade ¥ Bhlinger was wounded. During thls concentration amd two other

vonaentrations thkt follewed, Technlclan Ehlinger wae thrown Lo Lhe graurd from
his position at the ewitchhonrd by the ceonoussion of the exploding sholls. Ebe
lirger remalined on duty Jeesping tha regimental comwsand post advised of whet was
ooourring And hardling euch inconing ond cubtgeing calls vo ceme through, although

the mnjority of tho linne hd hoon broken by the shelling.

At 1420 hours on 21 November, & amnll force of prroximately twenty (20)
Qormens attempted to attrck the loflL flank bf the 3rd Battalion, having previsualy

fired smoke shells in front of Oowpany "I to corer thelr sppibtdohs  Artillory
fire wae oelled for from the Otnnon Oompayy and with the Addition of morter anpd
aoell arma fire the atbrok was prowptly broken upe
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mring the night of 2)-22 Hoyambor, Uha Anti-ponk Gompry Mine Plevon, led
by lab L. HArry R« (D=8, 0= 31200010, of fynonlnrg, Pmmsylvania 1aid amina
fiald justovwt of itighwmy Hlo. 6 nud pproximitoly ene-hall mile soubh of W,
ROTONDO, vovering the mosk protnbia approfch of enemy tankse The ming fleld wie
1ald under vary hazardous condibiong with onmy stillery sholls Mmlling around
the platom.

A 3rd prtbdlon phrirol snoomberael mn onowy pillbox on the southenst slops
of M, LUHGO and also Josnbad gomp Germin woytar npd mrahine gun positions. The
patrol we lsroad to rotret before gaparior enomy fire power, but at tay-orank
when nrtillary tire oould be obnorvad, shalla more pinced on the machins pm
and moriar positions eifenkively, Tha pillbox, howavar, wia 50 gibukbed bthab
artillery fire sould not ranch it aml the pillbox ramind 8 oonstant source of
trouble.

Fithy {50) colemn abtoves for hobing foed and irinks in the front lines
mara issusd to tha battdliona hy thia po gimankal Supp ¥ Urfioer, (rptain ¢ lmude
Pa» Morpgn, 0-279958, of Fort worth, Tomne flsn, onondd solifiad splrits ware
obtained for issue to individunla who oonld not afford to leve thalr positione
s0 that they, oo, migt hnve hot foad and drinkes he morels of the fighting
men was improved lmmeasurenbly upon reanipt ol the heating taoilities.

Tthe problem of evacunbing Italian slviliang from {ront line Brefs and from
MIGHANG plinced aabrdn on the fighting unibe. Tho hngimental Reddguetera Com-
pany sommandar, lat Lts Harold 3, Im Linig, 0-L17920, of $n Antonlo, Texts, might-
1y esvacuated Ttalinna 0 the rony nretg. ON anvornl ooongions Tkallans woera taloan
to the 36th Infantry piviglon priaonar of mr7 e lagura for inberrogntion beoauss
of thair suspicious aotivitien and athompta to gat through the Amerioan lines %o
the norths

on 2l November, tha Germnns aubjootod tho front line battalions ad regimen-
tal command post to unugually henvy arkillary sonsgnirationa, Allled mbtillery
gounbered with counter-tnktory firs. thao norbhern purtion of M, LUNGO md the
town of g, PLETRO wate o hnva boon bhe objaota of Air missicns but dus to cloudy
woather only & faw planasg dropped bombs on 3, PIETRO.

1t was notioeable during the dny thnt tha Germans had ol ther vainforoad their
troopa in the M. CAMINO - ¥, LUNGO - M, ROTONDO nren, or they werg Deaumlng o&e-
1g9s About covar and oono o immb. Obnsryation posts roporied mumerous inoidents
of enemy troops meving aboub nnd venioular traffic on the roada. FPraomphk passge
of this information to artillary firo diroobiom conters brought hewvy conoonkbri-
tions of Allied artillery on the oueny.

piring the daylight hours on 25 Hovambor, ropetted attempts wore made to
knook out the GarmAn pillbox on M, LN with artillery {ire. Ine %o its posi~

" :— y‘:“‘_) !,.'. R
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tlon, liever, bhe artillory could not srench it. A irtrol pisslon from the 3rd
Battalion wag formulated ko zo out tint night end tele the pilibox with emall
arms and fifle grenndes, sanintsd hy aArkillery comcentrations in Lhe genernl
ared of the jIllboxe Before the mtrol eould rrnch the yillbax, however th

wars crghged An e firs fIghL wilh tha Geynvne rnd were forced to withdraw. lLri-
vete Flrat Olass Frank J. Oinquewsnl, TPEE2538, of Corom, New Yorl; Privete
Cirl D. Mitehell, 35033644, of 8t. Foris, Chio, Irivate Chie A. Ocmmer, 34623755,
of Fhiladelphia, Mimalsaippi and Frivate George W, Kelaa, 37571264, of Glasgow,
Hismouri, all membern of Goupniy "L who prrticipated In Lhe rabtrol, vore wissing
efter the Actlon. Oboervers enmd deylight yetrols abtempted to lecata the mon

or thair bollea the naxt dey bhub were unsuceeaniul.

A German patrol attempted Lo enter tha penition of Qoupeny "3" ocomanied
by Captein Oherles H. Beaclrvn, 0-42009%, of San Antonio, Texas, during the nipht.
The enewy patrol threw lrudgrewdes rnd flred meeline piatola but it wes quickly

driven off.

The Germana used their nchelwerforo n groat desl (or *doreamirg-Heeniea" mo
the men praferred to enll tham becrunra of the esrie sound made by the shalls.ng
they foll). The troopn on hoth M. U0 apd M. ROTONDO were subjectod ta numar-
oua concentratlons of chellr Froy bhin roclob-type gu ne The aound of six {6)
rereaning shells fmlling slmultnpesuely from e nebe lworfer produced a chilling
offeat on the soldler in ths mred whears the ajmlls axploded.

On the night of 26-27 November the lot Bettollon relisved the 3rd Battalion
on M. LUNIO. During the relief of the batknliona Prog thelr various positions,
prearreged artillory conzeatrebions were planned with the 15lst Fleld Artillery
Battallon in the event of sn etbeck by the Germane while the relief was belng
effectad, A moresning foren Crom the unit holng rollevel alweys remained in
position untll the rolinvirg fores hed completely token over. The poreandng
fores, in turn, wam than rolieved. f[slinfs in the lins were mde one (1) ple~
toon 8k 8 time in oach compary positionm,

2rd L. Rebert A. Orughvan, 0-M135908, of Wanson, Iwmin, & pomber of Coarnmy
*F*'; Private Firot Oleeas Anlonio Horono, 30025859, of Falfurriawm, Toxes, Privete
Henry H. Bungard, 332776110, of Grocnchurg, Pennsylvanis, Privete Reymond L. Huling,
34707314, of Bridgeport, Alnkmma, Frivaba John L. Hawltine, 33558275, of Oulpepper,
Virginia, and Private Omomyr D. Smothermn, 37395718, of Birchtres, Mimscuri, ail
members of Company "%, pansbrnted the Gemmen recwrve gooition on patrol on the
ndght of 26 November.. Apprenching n house behind the German lines the patrol
hyard soldiers coming cut nnd Yhe ooupd of veinam. Lb. Baughman lad the men up
o oparrof Lrail with bapks on sneh nldse. anring the sounds of men approaching, the
patrol arepk cloon to the nide of tha hank Affording the most congealment, Wnat
appedred te bs throe (3) Gerwan sfflgers wedring trencheonts came into view on
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the Gop of tho bank. It wra dasided b try cud ¥ee the Gormana prisonsr., Lt,
Peurisetn ersph up and hib oo of tLhe Goppans m tlhe head with the buté of his
pietol. Almonk eirmlis smeunly 1y, Prugtman wna knosked oub by our of the other
tvo Germins, The enllnted wew 28 Lha 1ol opaned up fire with aubmrghine guns
apd either killsd or wounded all fhrae ifircra. The sound of the gun fire broyht
tva gbher Gernfna runnimg from Bhe howss. A they hove dnto sight on the B3 G
aite slde of ths bonk, Loy fon vere ol 4 3w, Jy tlab tina L. davghuon had
rocoverad enough o decide that tha petrol must retreat aince sounds of marny volcas
ond rumning feob could ba hesrd from the directlon of the hiouse cecupied by the
Germans.  The frtrol nplit opd pAds = burried exlt. Neither Frivate Hawklns nor
Frivate Bwothapmnn roturned ho bhe 2nd Bntinlion camand rest fren the wikrol

ard it wan belisvad Lhat Ehop bd boon enptured.  From & primoner of war captursd
revarnl daya later it won lenroed thet sus op the Gemmans wounded by tha prtrol
wes the Oasmending Officer of the 132th Gompany of the 15th Fenzer Grenadier Regi-

ment,

AL ARG hourn on 27 Inverber, r 7ol Brttrllon patrol oboorved o numbsr of
Gerntom ddgging mortar ponitionn who 1Mg four (I} Awerican priscnors carrying a
Tirth wourded man with then. Doapite the foct Lhot Lhe Gormens Mad Amorican pri-
goners, it whs nesasanry te plage artillary fire in the apea tp dimsplace the mor-

tars,

Artillary contimnd ko plny the dominent fegtor batwesn both Americen nnd
German forooa. Vigorous pntrnlld I vina arde both day and night and the ptroals
contbently drew onsmy firs through Sholr aggrewatve Ettoaptas to dotermine the
atrovgth and positiona of the snawy .

After concentrations of 157mm ahells bdd been placed in the gemerel vicinity
of tha pilibo en the fromt of the 1lsk Batbnlion, & patrol was sant out that orept
up to within ten femt of the plilbex. They fourd that the Germens had abandoned
the pillbox and had withdrawn to the northeest slope of M, LUN3O. The retrol
sould hedr sounds of German volces ard men digging positions on the mentein.

On severnl cocasions Oompniy "A®, 111th Enginser Bettalion, wea called upon
to blast positlons in ths rogk on bobh M. LUHGO nnd M. ROTONDO for gun emplace.

ments anpd ahelter for the troops durlng perlode of prolonged enomy sholling.,
Also, rond work had ko be prrformad dus to the sonstent rain which turned roade
and tralle into begs of mid. VWhile complating & turn-around for vehiclas for the
2nd Battalion on M. ROTONDO, the ernginsers wers forced %o work urder direct maghe

ine gun firs.

Allied plancs bombed the aren nerth and nortlwest of M. CAMIND, M. LUNGO and

M. ROTONDO during the dny on 27 Novombar, when breaks in the cloude afforded thew
obrervation. Soumle of bembirg wore henrd from the direction of CABRINO after
dark. The weather permitted only limited air Sctivity but when the weather per-
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mitbed, thelr motivitles Jmproved the morule of the men in the front lines who

wore forced to remain in thoir foxioles dny and night under the meroileas Ger-
man Briillery shelling.

2nd Lt. palph J. MoMorrow, 0-1311320, of Minnepolis, Minnaesobs, Zergeant
Herman Dswell, 3000610, of inuston, Toxn, Frivate First Class Martin W. pletoer,
32633611, of Brooklyn, Wew lork, ond Yrisnte boon P. Eubanks, 3497226l, of
Leakavills, North garnlina, nll memhare of Company "F®, penebrated the erman
position on patrol. Upun meating n annbry titey challenged him in German but the
sontry immadiately tived on thom, mhioh also drew [ire from & GermAn cbaervation
post, The patrol retnrned the firs and eibhinr killed or wounded two of the
snemy. The patrol Usgrn to return te our linge whon they vame to an open field
with three rows of brush tra {10) fook apart running perpeadicular to higimy
No, 6. A Qsrman sontry bLolilnd one of the olumps of brush opened {ire m the pa-
¢ trol and the firs was ratwinsds Lt. MceMorrow had been alightly wounded in the
: Tirst onshange of (irs, tripped over A wire setting off a booby trap. The entire
field seomad o be coverad nith booby trrps np oonsbant explosiona cosurred aa
the patrol sndeavored to got awiy from the aren, It. MoMorrow wis mounded sgrin
! ad private pubanks wia wounded by the axpleding booby traps. poth Lt. MoMorrow
4 and Private Hubsnks woro Able to return to the 2nd pattalion command post throwgh
i the assistAnce of Sirgeant Dowell and Frivate First Qlass Dleber.
}

At 0905 hours 29 Mavembay, (rmnral glkor ordered golonel Merner to have
two rifles companies ready %o furnish bths 1i2nd Infantry as oarrying parties for
i the night of 2Y-30 November. Arrangomonts wore mide to send Company "I and (om-
. pAny #EK® from the 3rd Dattalion aftor derke 1he comphnies moved fully equipped
with the exoaeption of thelr heavy weapona Ra it was belisved they would be uased
£ by the Lj2nd InMmntry for at least two nights and poasibly longera
g
i

on the night of 29 Novembar, a lat Dntialion patrol again went up to the
piilbox on M, LUNGO in front of their position and found no one thera. Another
patrol disooversd & group of (armana laying mines. One of the mines exploded
3 while the garmans were plaoing them in position.

4 On the night of 20 Hovembor, the lst Mtialion recelived anp attack on three

3 aldes from a forve of npproximitaly one huudred {100} germans. Thae miln affort
of the atiack wag directod on the right nide of the tattallen's position, Tha

- attaok was guocassfully repallad, maialy by mortear and small arma firo and con-
pletely broken vp by artillory fire. fhe attnok wag balisved to have besn for
reoonnaissance in foros or to oovar ralnlovoements sntering the line on M, LUNGO.
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maualbles of the ljlnt Infnbry liegimant for the momnth of Hovember, 1743,
nora as followsy

OFFICFAS  ENLLSTRD MEN  TOTAL

KILLED IN AGTION ..."eevenersy 2 35 31
} DLED OF TOUNDS seesvsvessnsannse 0 1 7
TOURDED 1IN ACTION ssessvacosere 8 7 155
INJURED IN AGTION snescosovsans 0 1 1
! MISGING 1N ACTION evasencnosnce 0 7 7

10 7 207

gnemy casinlblas, capbured end dagbroysl matariel for the month of Hovember,
N 1943, ars as follows

\ ESTIMATED
: ENOW ADDITIOHAL
! prigonars of WAT aseccvscesses 9

5; Killod secrecusnnsonzoscsnsnas 13 35
4 wounded evascnseoesersavsasars 4] 56

s Truoks {unknomn Lypa} »oee-ese g {deatroyed)
¥ Half-track yehlole secvasarens 1 {dantroyed)
: 75mm Anti-TRak OMA ccaseveion 3 {dnatroyed)
MAGHING [UNE ssesasreacasssara 2 {doskroyed)
Bloma MOTLAT seaessssssassnsson 1 {dnatroyed)

HOTR: No estimnbae ig glvon Ap bo enemy cagualblaa ovmael by the sombat team
artillery fire, Informabicon from prisoners of wmr indicsteg onsualties to bs 1n
great numbers from ghtillary fire.

END
geport of oparationa written by:

Lo o
' l\”&ﬂjﬁ%. l:)miﬂiL
ROBERT D, DIETERLE, 16062508

Magter gSergeant, gervics Co.
1ilst Infatry Regimat.

ptain, 1ila
~; ADVYFANT
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SIBJECTs Tranamittal of Rrgimental giskory and gonclusionz of gperations

T0 ; commanding goneral, AHth Infantry pivision, APO #36. Ue 8¢ ATHYa

1. Inolomed ig the ragimental histnry of the 1lilat Infantry Reglment
aovering operstions in Italy during the monti of pacaembar 1943.

2. gonoluaions banad an oparaticns during this perind are aa follows,

ae gupply in mounkain oporstiona.
(1) supply for btroops enpagrd 1n mountain warfare was ibund in-
adsqua ta.

{8) 7To improva mwit aupply it 19 muggested that supply battalions
ba no tivabad Bngd branined for the servieing of broops ongapgsd
in mountain £ighting, auvoh battrliona to be aveilable for at-
tnghmant to cembab troops ng Tequired.

{(r) The abavn organization eculd comprise & Headquarters and
haad unrkers detachment, four (L) compenies of elght (B}
plntoans, esah platoon oconsisting of two {2) sjuads of
fiftesn (15) mon with a sergeant squad leader and &
corporal magistant spuad loadar. gur sxparience indi-
antas tint one efficer i3 needed for each thirty (30)
man in pighk onrrying.

{b) This mnit diowld bs trained and equipped aimilarly &=
for spetinl mouninin troopss

{3) The above wuld arold the drain on combat organigations and
make more infantrymsn available for actual combat cperationse

be Training.

1 (1) additlonal training with olosn support artillery is naaded.
in the rooent eporation iroops did not [bllow swoessive con-
. cantrations ¢lopaly anough.

(2) ftroops maat bo brained to Tire at llkely locations for enemy
e bior or nok ey see ppyona to flre at.

(3) More tims rnst Lo npent in devaloping piysical and montal
stamine inall ronks,

() Dieniplinary drills such np calisthenics, Labttle drill md
g drills are of tha groatest value in gaining and keeping
control, In seduring proper tactioal performance and deve lop=~
ing efficiancy.

{5) e aversagn fs__qlnllqr dagy No t undarstand the proper use of con-

: oanlment. lin ITequantly expases hipsel [ nesdlegsly by skylin-
ing, ete.. T FB\M
—_ \\~\ X ) 9 )
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Amnrlarn troops will raraly moruwl on thinlr balllea® unlasa
fereod ko, pany neadlonns anauiltbles resulbed aungd muny patral
mizslong flled bosnnas of this daficipnoy.

Abaslubta ehadionea to ordera miab be denmnded snd enforsod by
sammatdnra of all oulielong,

More and betber thrailning is nesded in nijht opara tiong of all
sorbta,

grantav auplanis wusk o plased on training of patrola in both
day ang ni Lk operationa,

Dabtar wudrstanding Yo roprired In all echelons of thn prin-
cliples ol all arenng dafinsoa

gampullags dlasipline mist be inproved.

fdyslene, enitabion And polioa,

(y

(3

{2)
()

ganitrol of fonk hygiong mist be oxercised and fvllowsd through
by cormanding oltinara of all echelons. It is bellsved thnk
by ovnforuad fonk imasage and changing senks twice a day, goupl=
el mitly Bie wge of yamline as a skin lubsicant, trench Iaet
onswaltioe vonld e neoldsd or reduwed ab lanst by Fifsy par
cont (DO,

Suritatbion and rean poliss are even more important in combab
tHan in biveuss.  siiteble latrines mast be provided and me-
tleuloualy maintiioad,  gubbiish wmust be disposed of go as nob
ks afTord infermabion %o enamy obgervation,

ALL rruky sbeuld bo raguired o shava at loast every obhier dy
in combat, glonn miavon mn feal botber and parform batter.
Hrnds, fnob, and faon musk be kept clean as ingurencs a minsk
infertion,

Ganmral

(1)
(2}

(3
{1

Gificorn snd oot s Mt nevar foel mrry for men undor their
comnand.  Mon smigh ba wde to do what 13 nssded,.

More appracinbion js noodad in all ranks of tia timgw=~spaca
fnotor in mountain operations. In mountainous oountry dige
nneag mink be mwanaured in tim,

gennunbion of trivial cRaes by medical parsonnsl must ba
atoppad,

Rolief of front lino wnits every tom bo [lftesn {10-15) daya
for thros {3) or more days would be desirable bo paamit roast,
brtliing, rosupply, physlcal exmination nod conzumption of
" rationg.

gxtri inguos of pemtired soup and coffee would permit unit
operation of garmnent "soup kettles® and %oflfee pots® with
malutnry resulbts in morala, .
Irsufficiont altoution 13 davoted by combak units to prompt
avReun tion of snlingn,

gombat units normally have no porgzomnal avallable [or evacu-
afion of tie dand, particularly in mountajinous terrain, Adgi-
tilomnl graves reglatrntion pergonnel are believed to be re-
guirad. -
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2¢ ea Qlothing aud individml aguipmont.
(1) cglothring.

(#) iinnvy wolon cosks aua nooded for wear in cold, wet, woae
ther, partienlarely in the mountaing,

(b} B combat suib sliould be jagued o all infentry parson-
nnle

{c) The cvrrently 1isnd combdrt bhoot iz too stifl and unoom-
Ferhable for wen in e fleld in roug terrain. The sor-
vicn shien ia anparder for ordinary use. 4 rubber Bokbsme
ady felb tnp baot is auggosbed Lor use in winter wouther, ovor-
phant heing too hoary and too o lumay for marching,

(d) Tha mool-lmit glove with a leather palm is axallent; the
mol-knlt glove withdub the leather palm ig entirely une-
snblafnetory,

(e} e curvenkly issuad rublberized rainocat is wngutlpfac tory
dig by Memoaking®, 3 porche of water-repellant mtten
[abrio with intagral hond iz suggested,

(2) Indleidunl egipment,

{%) Prosamt enbranching toole ara inadequats. A comblpation
piek and ahozel to ba carriad by each infantryman is
nnalad,

{b) Fresent mors aynipmont is vnoatigfas torys Knife, fork and
120en dombination ane a plastiz eantesn cup are nesded.

(e) ionpenn orew membar: rhould be armsd with carbinas or
pintaln.

(d) Wide ntrap suppondirs, gimilar to the esuspender, medical,
are naeded for pAR mwrmunition carriarsg.

(%) A Vight, ennily enrried sleoping tag mich as that issued
to gpeeinl garvice Troops mould be of inestimable valus in
raduning illness and disease.

fo Organleationn} ogulpmant,

(1} A amll electric fornl, similar to that used by the flold sr-
tillery is nandad in woapons plntoons and companies for night
firing. Pleokout {lashlights are not satisf.otory,

{2) Ww-130 wirs is too amgily broken. 2 strong, light fleld wiras
is nendoed.

(3) A eound-dprdsning aorar iz nyoded for heavy machine gun water
chashn,

(L) A emll Jonkhar sgare parts kit should be isswed ad atrapped
on maching i bripodas

(5) Esch Infantry bntbtalion should have switchboard agmuipment pro-
vided with not loss than imenty-four (2h) drogpas

(6) Emoh intantry rogimental hondjuarters requires awitohtoard
syuipmant providing not lnss than sixty (60) drops. ‘

(7) Emoh infantry resiment rajuires tm and ona-half (23‘() tona
rdditional trmunportntion tor sl nal squipment trannportatiom.
A lf ton, © z 6 truck, with 1 ton trailer is suggastad,

- 3 -
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2« Lo {8) Bach infaubry rapimont should eatablish a forwrd algoel
dumg, maintaining, A supply latol inoluding twenty {20)mllas
of W-110 wive, bt {P) dnys spply of batterise for oach
radie na well na miseallansous gupplies and accesaorios.

(9} The radia gem-51L should Le modified bo parmibt the sntire
aak to bg enrrind on than oheat of the operator. As pregent-
iy danigind, the aot s {reguenbly usad as 8 malking stick
in tha mounteing wibs rasulbing (mmmga.

{10} wborproaofl covera aitould ba provided for all radio squipment.
groh byps of radic 1ls very suscaptibls to inoperation dia to
dampneasa

{11} The aoR-530 radin peamob normally be ralled upen. It is sug-
gooted thnb tha gun-G11 be ilamusd in liagus

{12} pach babialisn 1o wirns sightosn (18) adaitional sound powored
Lo laplionag for irpua bo oompanies A8 naadede

{13) As n primo-movst and howitzayr mount the hall trmok haa provan
ungatinfrotary. 1k bogae depn eually in soft ground and re—
qiiree munh frogquant matnbonarse and repairing that "doadline™
rakas Aave abnormlly bijhe

(1§)) Each inlantry cvagbront reguiras twonty-tmw (22) additlional
ER-BA telephona g,

v 15) peeh dnfankry o tialion reyuires thirteen {13} additional
EE-BA telaplionas,

z» Organlzation,

{1} Bight (8) ammunitlon sarriora are regquired for 81lmm mortar
equad.  gour {lj) nwmonitien carriers are roquired for emoh
(Omm morbar sjuad,

{2) paoh infankry baktallon veguiras ben {I0) linemen with an
additional four () linomn per lettored company for tie
propar malntennnag of sommmications; alx (é) awitohboard
opsratorg ars nesdsd since tm gwitohing controls are usually
neaded.

{3} gach infantry ragiment roquiroe sizbeen {14) additional
llnemn and four (l)) mdditionnl awi tohbgard opseratorse

(1) Four (l) edditiens] masyengera and four (L) additlonal oods
elearka are neadad in rogimoninl hesdyuartera to operate lor-
ward mesonga cenbors,

(%) ourrant 1/0 fer Anti-Tenkc gompany provides suffiolent parson-
nel for operation of two platnona of snti-tank gjuns only.
one officer and thirty-flvs (35) men in addition would be ra-
quirsd for proper aporation of the third platoon,

h. The above conoluglons reprosent combat observations made within
this reglment as well ap experlenoss of other personnel with whom

idoas have boen exchangad. )
> " S,
% »% )/}’ 22, Q
// '

AARON W. WYATR, JR. .
ly Inoley Lte Qols, 14la$ Infantry
1 - peglmenial Hisbtory (mexturle) COMMANDING

2 ~ pasualty List (sexiuple)
#3 = unit Jourmml {1 opy)
#1 = uape (1 zet) g
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Cn 2 Jacembar, Uaptain dstrgn 0. Mthrie, 0104607, of dan antenle, Teozan,
Zemmanding COficar of Anti-Tank Jownny, begon n reconnalagance for new gun pe-
aitionz In the avatb 7 4 Sresh-tineuph by Allied Forcea into the fub Ioil Valley.
lat k. flarry E. Onae, ¢-1200010, of Wapnozlur g, dennaylvania, leadsr of the
inti-Tank Joapany ilina I'tatonn, aada | roparatlons for the removal of tha aine
Field 1111 by his plateon in Vovenber baiuran Highiay He. G, the eouthern tip
of ols AUVTCIUO and C. SARLWIGEL.E in mder that armored uniba migit pags through
that section.

Saptain Leverett 3. linnilton, O-M10MG3, of El laae, Texas, Comaanding GFIi-
cer of Jannon Uoagany, recsived initinl Instructions £rom Solonal derner for
the support »f bha h2nd Infartry dogisent in its atback against the Garmana
on the M, JAMING - 1. LASSICRE Wil wnoe loying gsouthwast of M. W50,

The o QA BIC - L 43 H0uB Wil wasa with ite lofty mnow pesked hoisita
afforded the Germars ececllent obosrvalion of the srastar ooy bion of the 36th
Divinlon mector. Thia liill wana couvpletely dominated . W50 and M. a 0000
and overlockesd tha ra :lrital cosmand root situmled approximstely twe and one-
half miles scuthenst o 00400, Allied arbillery units re plurly placed uhite
rhoaphorous shells on lte penka and suapected snamy shawrvat ton pointa. The
vary aceurats -uod of Docbdva artiliery Pire placed by tha Germzena, howaver, da-
noted that the Will mass wns occupied hy a nunler cof suety <rblliary forward
chasrvers.

Aetive patrols were anintalued by the It and 2nd Batbalions. The jumtion
of Higniay Ho. 6 and tiie read faadlog into u. «IETRO, known as " 65", was a
point of activity for the derwans, In Lhid ecach nlght patrols from positiony on
He HLT. Y andeavered bt reach the rood junction.

Beginning just at dusii e 2 uzersber, and continuing for hiours thersafio.,
Alliod artillery poured corsentration after consentration of shells into tha
He SAIDIO - M. (WGSGI0AY hill waas.  Uha rumble and rear of the suna echood from
mountain to mountain and the nelse of axplodin: shells reverbarated until the
sround trembied.

The 3rd Battalion, leas Comuny "I" and Cowpany "i" which ware sttached
to the H2pd Infantry as ssrrbny parting, velleved tha 2nd Sattallorn on
Ao ATOLO urder cover of darkness on the nicht of 2-3 Lecembar. Company "F!
and Jeapany "3 of the 2nd Bblalion resscicr! in zoaltion with the 3rd Battale
ion on siv WCTTWE.  The reliel wan effected wlthout incident.

The outpost Live of L 1ot Salallon on it W) 30 wae attacked by a Serman
force of unknown atrensth at 0430 hours on 3 Usceuber, in the Oempany "J' soc-
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The lat of December {ound the lat Battalion, cemmanded by Lt. Colonsl J.
Trimble Broun, C-16666, of laemlurg, Virglnis, on the southeant slejos of (.
{UNCO; the 2nd Batbalion, somtinded by Lb. Colonel Anron W. Wyatt, Jr., 0-264303,
of Ogeining, MNew York, was on il nlid0; and the 3rd Battalion, commanded by
Mzjor Hobert E. Mehaffey, i-384193, of Breckenridgs, Temns, wos in regimental
reserve approximately Cive miles south of HIHANO alopg Hishway Ho. 6.

The poalttlione of the lat nnd 2nd Bnitnlions were constantly subjected to
artillery and worlar shelling both day and niht. The bal: slopes of if. WLEEGO
afforded little cover oy concoaslment My U froope of the lst Batiallon. Ep-
ginsera had previously bean eallet upen to blast ewplacemepts dnte the ruck to
alfard the mep bstber cover and to provide adojqusbe pun positlons. Unly tha
acutheast tip of H. EII0 war weov Bl Wy the st Betialion. The remalnder of
the mount:in wag in ths pongssnleon of tho derm ne.  Each night pabtrola from
the lot Battallion and frow the Sermons would go oub and endenvo: tro ponsirate
the freont lines of sach sidc jr a1 offort to locats poaitions and determine
the enemy’s atrangih.

dooded i, cOTOHU0, althouphr annlier in siss Vhan H. WHNC sxceeded it in
heipht. Thile mountain lay directly east of 0. WH3I0. Highway Ho. 6 = the main
artorial road lesading to the narth - passcd hetwsen M. LURGO apd M. BOTOHLO
making 3 horee-shoe curve Into the buse of i, Wii0 as it posgsd hetwesn the

two mountaina.

The weather end bterraln wig =249 Triildable sn obaticle as the ensmy. The
zwld, grey, dismal November days wore extanding into December. The alapai
datly reire continued, waliing the =i 2 wase of thisk mud - the rocks alippsry
amd trescharcus to climb, Fighlin: hwoles £liled with water. The wat and zecld
porvaded averything on the battle Pront.

On 1 Decanber, obacrvallen peats noted insroased anemy activity alony the
fropt Mneas. dunll groups of dermang sould be sesn working, Jdigzing and walk-
ing aroubpd. 1L was apjrrent bhnt the eoneny had either brought in reinforce-
mente or was becomlng carelesa +ith regard to cover end concealusnt.

Colonel dlchard J. werner, {-210653, of dan Antonio, Texasn, the daglnental
Jomaander, orked with the roglacntal stolf ofCicers on a plap to teke M. AUHGO
in its =utirety in the avont Ulviaien Haxviziirtare ilesued an order for its seliz-

ure.
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ter. The wirs Line 1o fhie cnlsq 4 anb put and when it - as cheelked by communi-
catlons pareaoncnl, thay Fened Jos saant Ora f. Hoveonnan, 35287957, of . inthester,
Kentucky, lilled; nd onde 0o Fireb 2ana asul O. Cantu, 38025756, of Brownas-
ville, Texnn, irivabe Firot 31iaa Bilnlip 0. belgade, 30025473, of Enclino, Texms
Private Firat ol Chanler (01) isnnen, 70067322, of Zebulon, fentucky, Private
Slirrlea . Hiller, 3550153, or fag At ooungylvening, and Private Bropialaug (rix)
dnla, 32840655, of Buffale. ilow Fort, wmlmeing from the ovutpeat. It wies Lelleoved
that the missing sollisys had Lesn talken rrig. ners by the Jermansg.

At dawn on 3 Dacenber, tha Unng Infutry . the dyeciel Jerviee Forca whic,
gt sempoaed of Asariean and Jsmadian broopn, and the Britiah launzhad an attack
afatial Jerman positiona in th .. .. J O - . JAGHICSE hill mags. with the ald
of Allied artillsyy, initiat objactives ware taken and the unlta Fartbe by ip
drove on to further echjsctivas.

Activity during the doy on 3 Decenmbor, in the regimentel asotor was con-
finel to patrels which wers ligited In thair scops. Tha Gerwanz were plainly
preacceupled with the Allisd stbenk on M. OAMINO and M. MAGGICHE. A Garman pa~
tral abtampted to panstrata the sraltion of Company "G" on M. R.TCHIG but after
brief’ exchanges of maclitne pistol amd ¢ifin fire, the patrol withdrow.

At 0350 houra on ! Dacenbor, a noncentrabion of snemy ahoalls landed near
the 3rd Battolion wemunition dump on the lowsr alopeg of M. n-TO.DO and aet it
aflre. Little damapge wna done and the Fire wag oxtinguished at 0455 houra.

A meaongs wan reesived from Divislor Headgusrters cb 1230 hourw on 4 Decen-
bar, to the effect thnat it wna anticipnted the regiment would be reliaved on the
night of 5-6 December !w bthe lat Itnlisn Hoborized Brigaule. A bivousc ares bas-
tweean the 36th Diviaicn prd A5th Divietion was reconnoitered for possible use by
the regiment.

Active pabrole ware molntained nnd all units were wlerted for a pomsaible
German eounter—nltack ariinet foraes on M. MAGIIORE which nad successfully driv-
en the enemy from the zreaber proportion of the hill mges.

Ateff officnyra o the lat Iballen Mokorlzed Orijnde vigited the Regimental
Command Post to initinte preparations for relief of the reglnent. Accompaniad
by II Corps lrtsrprotera, the Italisne wers sitown pooitions oocupled by the rag-
fmant from oparationnl mipa and visitad an ebaarvation post on M., OE3IHMA which
efforded fair obaervation of Yoth M, WH30 and M. ROTOHDO.

The Jemreny "4" cutoeat 1lae wee hit by a terman paliol at 0300 houre on

5 Bescember. Conpany "B" epensd {ire and the Germaons retalliated with machins
platol and rifle prenwmle flea, Ths snemy forcs was ungble to penetrale into
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the Oompany "B™ position end qui-ily withdrew.

On the morning of 5 December, hattallou atall pfficars of the lat and 3rd
Battulions reported to ihe rasigental compand poat bo recelve instructlona so-
sarding relief of their baltalloms 'y 19 13t Italinn Moporized Bripads. Up-
+11 the yslief wag nocomplishad, bobth hattnlione were instructed to malntain
vary ective patrels to thelr front nmt {lonka.

Ty e Garman Homsarschmidtb pleves rooied down the valley st 1227 houra
atrafing the read in frent of the ropimantsl command post. A few wimites lob~
or oix Focle-Woull planas altpsbed pp ortillery observablon plans to the frent
of the lat Buttelion ovem. Tim mtillary plane, flying lowt urd berely ehim-
ing the trestope, successfully eyndad tha Osrman planes which hed bacome tar-
gote for anti-pircralt upite. One German plan was obesrved to be on fire -
hlazing fros the cockpit.

Fatrela returnmd to tie Jat nnd 3rd Battsliona, after making daylight re~
connategances of enamy territery, with information regarding machlioe gun, mor-
tar and artillery emplaca:ents nnd troon. roncontration points. This inform-
ation wes pnosed on to artillery obesrvers in order that they might direct fire
on tergets of known achkivity.

Ttalian olvilisne reportsd a tunnal at the scuthwset end of M. WNGO in
which at lemat 200 Geimane wora reported to bs living., This report was verl-
Cisd by & lat Batbalion pntrol. Other eatrele endeavorlng to penetrate into
that vicinity sfbter derk statsd the dsropne were firing wildly apd blindly
and thers wers sounda of increassed displng in.

Advanca units of the lat Itaiinn licborized Brigade arrived at the Regl-
mantal Oommand Poat at mpproximately 1700 houras prepsratory to taking over rogi-
mantal positions on M. L0,

On the morning of 6 Daceaber, the Cirst Ttalian troobe to enter combat as
Rilliss wlth Amarisan troons moved into the reglmental wector to effect relisl
of the lst Battalion on H., N30, The lat Hokorigzed droup, 67th Infantry FRegl-
ment, 11th Fiald Artillery leglnent snd Dersn;liere Dattallon comprised the
Italian units to snter combat. The Italian hesdquarters was set up in tho same
tilding na the reglmental sommard post occuplsd. The influx of ao such addi-
tional peracnnel required meving part of the repimontal hosdquarters personnel
to n rear commend poat which waa selocted near the fisld traln bivouss area in
PREJENZANC,

An attack plan hal been Formulabed for the itallans to take M. WHGO on
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the morning of 7 Decembsr, hut Divizion Hendquarters advised that the attack had
basn postponed until the morning of O Descembar. The relief of ths lat Battalion,
howaver, would ke made on tha night of 67 Decembar me rcheduled.

Diviaion Headquart=r a vrdored the balancea of the 3rd Battalien attached
to the i2nd Infantry - Oowpeny "I" end Company "K' had been with the 142nd In-
fantry since 2% Hovember, acbing an carrying parties. The 3rd Battalion moved
toctically complets, lesving thelr pesibions on M. «OTUHUO just at dusk in or-
der Lo alear the road for bthe Itellans rellaving the lst Battalion later in the
night. The 3rd Battalion moved doun bthe road lesding scuthwast out of MHIGRANC
to & poeition east of M, CAMINO whers they sssembled to perform their duties of
hand-cprrying suppliass over the atesp, elippery and treachercue trails of the
M. OAMING - M., MAGGIORE hilla maass to the 142nd Infantry Regiment enzaged in
atiwcking the Germana.

Onptain Admiral M. MePonald, 0-407216, of 3an Antonio, Texas, Commanding
Off'lcar of Qompany *I", was killed on the night of 5 Dacember, by enemy shell
fire when hie company wes climbing the wiesp trails carrying suppliss.

The 3rd Battslion performed its dutisws for the 142nd Infantry Aegimant ao
wall that they sarned on official commendation from it. Colonel G. E. Lynch,
Commard ing Officsr of the Mi2nd Infantry Regiment. The *rd Battalion romained
with the 142nd Infantiy until § Dacembar.

The 2nd Battrlion, lewa Cempany "R and n portion of Company *H" which re-
walned in the bhivouac pren ne battnlion ressrve, moved up and took over the po-
#itions of the 3rd Battallen on M. -OTCD0. The rellef was effected without in-

oident and was completed at 2200 hours.

Guides had been ssnt Lo the blown out bridge on Highwey No. & just north
of HIGNANO at 1845 hours to mest the Italisn unitas coming in the line to relieve
the let Battnlion. Highway No. & wne a0 coangested with vehlcles, sspoclally
Ttalisn trucks thnt beceme stuck in the mud and did net have sufficient power
to pull thenselves out, that the relief was greatly delayed.

Only part of Gnmpunz "C" had been relisved at 0425 hours on 7 December.
Oompany "A* and Company "B" were atill in position at that tlme.

Heanwhile, Colonel Werner; the Reglimental Plans and Opsretione Cffloer,
Major John L. Willmann, 0-330577, of JSan Antonio, Texaa; the Hegimental Intel~
ligance Offioer, Ceptein Roeuall K. Doughty, 0-280726, of YWalpols, Masuachusbktte,
and the enlisted man of Heglimental Hendquarters wara striving te overcome the
difficult ias of co-erdivating both Italisn snd American unita so that they
would work smoothly together. The oparators on the Regimental lisadguarters

_5..
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switehboards strupgled couragecualy with the flow of Itelian conversation re-
colved over the Lelephone wires until II Qorpa satablighed & ewitchhoard with
interpraters in cenjunction with Lhs repimental wirs net.

After being ralisrad, the 1st Dattaliop woved gouth down Hishway Nlo. &6
to m bivouns area vear PLESENZANO whore on the morning of 7 December, they sn-
Joyed thelr firet bath In many waskas and received olean undsrclothing and socks.

During the afhbernoon of 1 Decembar, enemy planos were active. daven Gor-
man planss strefed the valley and roed in fremt of the reglmental command post
and olght Mewserachmidts strafed positions around 3. PIETHO and I. ROTCimo.
Four Msaserschmidbe nttacked nn nrtlllory obssrvation plane betwsen M. (OTOIDO
and 3. FIETRC but the artillery plane was able to ecacopa to Allied lines.

The lat Italian Motorized Group wae scheduled to launeh an attack againet
German positlons on M. LIN3IO on the moroing of 8 Decomber. At 0230 hours
Colonel Werner checlhad with tha Ttallan commendar to detarmine whether or oot
rddibtlonal artillery or other ~neistonca wnn neodod but ths offer wae desalined
#with thanks. At 0630 hourn tha Itallana leunched their attack, climbing up
tim nouthenst slopes of M, HITWD iy sn offort Lo bake Hill 3 - the hizhest
paak on H. WHGO. Thae Italinne wore mebt wiih machine run, mortar and emwall
arms fire from the enemy on both M. WIHGO and M, MAGIIO. E which lsy to the
#est aoroes g amall valley. The Italinne suffered heavy capualiies but they
courageausly reorganized their depleted units aud mede another drive againet
Hill 343 tut were mgein remileed. H111 233 on the sputhern tip of the mountain
wag teken and held. All of the %6tk Divielon anpd II Corpe artillery was at the
dinpowal of the Itallans and concantrablon afber concentration was fired on
ensmy poaoitions vhenaver it wna called for. 'Tha 2nd Battalion sent out a patrol
to contaot ths Itnliana lepding Herssgliors Battalion company which had advanged
half way aleong the wast basa of M, U130, )

Compeny "E" with a section . f heavy machine guns from Company *H® was
ordersd from the 2nd Battallon reservs peeltion into the front lins, filling
8 gap bstwesen the 2nd Battallione poeitlon on M. KnCTOUDO end the Itelians on

. Moo,

The lat Battalion waw detnciied from tie roglment by Divialon order and
abtached to the Ut3rd Infantry. The let Battalion moved by motor truck te po-
sitlone in the vlelinity .f VEUAFRO as Division ressrva unit.

A platoon of tanks from bis 753rd Tank RBattalion was soheduled to move to
the vicinity of M, RCTONDO on the night of 7 Decewber, but they were unable to
Eot throupgh. The first tenk kit n laond mine and bloclked thes routs Ffor the cther
tanks. Enginesra worked the entire doy bo clear another route eo that the tanka
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might move up on the nirht of A.9 Dacenbar.

Seneral Walkar inCoimed Onlonal Hernnr at 1930 hours that sither the 3rd or
lat Battalione would be raturned to repimental contrel on § Decambar dependant
upen the tactical situation.

On tha mornin~ of % Pno sbor, Fanaral Walkaer notiflad Oolonal Yorner that
the 3rd Battalion would bhe releaged to regimental control. Arrangementa wara
1nda to send the 3rd Battalion to Lhe bivouns araea vacated by the lot Battalien
nenr PHEAEHZANO mo thint tits man could nlao Lalo o hot bath and obtain ¢lean
elothing, Tha Propoeed plan wne that ne scon am ons vifle cospany and tiis heavy
#enpons company had bnken their batha, they would ba prapared to return to the
front with a portion of the Frd Babtalion Hnadaiarters Company .

During tha afterncen or 9 Deconbar, Allisq planes vare vory mative over
the regimental frout 1i ag, Turlva A~76 planna bombed and straled German pogi-
tiona beliind 3., FIRTRO and elghlosn Spitfiras and A-36 planss bosbed smun pogi-
tilone on the highway to CA33ING,

The tank platoon, which hed falled to necoxplish 1ta mova on tha previous
nidit, Pinally movad Mirongh the mineTield blocking ite path and took up posi~
tione anet op Qerapany "F" - lnre ita command ing of ficar indieated ther would row
main for the night. The tanke fired no miselions and took concealed poait lnna,

At 1800 houre General Wnller ordared Colorel Warner to lsave one platoon
of Compeny "E* on Lhe nortleet alops of M., RUTCHDO and gend the balance of the
company to the positlon ocrupiad “¥ one platoon of Compary "E" along the rail-
road track south of M. LI iC as protection apaineb a posgible counter-attack
by the Garmana apminat the Ttalinna ani nlao to serve as sscurlty for artillery
units in that area.

Company "R pubt eut security patrola for the Protection of Englneera who
were vworking on the tank pareass anob op Ao RUT DO,

On the morning of 10 December, Division lsadquarters advised Oolonel
Hornar 1iat Tifth Army hnd directed thpt o ralnforced company be placed in a
defennive poasition in the aren ccertpied by bt Italiang south of M, WNGO ag
protection apainet an ensny gountear-attack or breal-throuzh.

Bsfore Cowpany *LY, whieh hnd wnrehed Lo araaber part sf the night from
e CAUMING 4o PRESENZANO, hnd time to bathe and reat, it waw necessary to load
the company into trucke, with a smcbion of henvy machine gune From Company "H"
and bring them to the fronb. Thn 223pany detrucked near MIEIANO under cover
of 1 th4is% haze and took poaltlons nlong sida of Compeny "E* at the south-
orn end af M. W30,  dhan ke tesalnder of the 3rd Satbalion had codplated
their bathing, they wers alac noved Corward and occcupled posttiong as rapl-
Aantal raverve just southeast of HIGALO,

._?..
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The Italisne wara hapry tn repert ihat diring the night of 9-10 Decanber,
Ansrican artillsry had ahalled 0111 *4% on if. LUSGO and had hit what apparently
waa an amnunition dump, aa n berrifie Axplonton resultad.

Lot Lh, Jnasa M. Hampl: iea, 0-%72601, op Jackaonvllle, Florida, Comoand Ing
Officor of Jompany "E*, reported on 10 Docamber, thab n considerabls numbar of
Oarman tellar mines were found in hig cenpany ' poslilons. Thers was no regu-.
lar pabbern Por the wines and qiite a few of theom were removed. 4 ’k

The nipht of 10-11 Dasenbar wan vory quist. Thoro wore amnds of oecg-
alonal rifle fire on M. 1 910 apd pear 4. PIETRG, Wt very littls Gesrman artil-
lory shelling oscurrad. Fabrole were limited to the distance wiich they could
move by Divislon order snd wsnt out enly abont 500 yardae bsyond thelr front
line positlone. Enginsers worked on the tank paseage eagt of M. ROTAINO and
on the 2nd Batballon eupply rond.

Garman planse wore ~raln active »n 1l Decsaber. Eight of then enpaged in
sarinl combat with four spitfirea over tha Pront Ilnew. One Sorman plana was
ohanrvad Lo ba on flrs an the Pight drified out of aight of the observeras. Fiva
Hoagarsohmidbae Claw over M. ROTOMOC bubt thaip sbralfing wi-slon was unpuccesaful,
Later four Messorachmidbie atrnled poaitions on the high pround north of .
RCTOS0,

Uolonel Warner instructed Hpjor Hahgffay to send another unit frem the *rd
Battalion to raliave Oompnny "A" which wee abill earving ag ascurity puard at
the south end of M. LUIIC. Coupany "K" occupied the powitions vaoated by Com-
pany "E". Ons platoon of Company “E®, upom bain: relisved frow their formar
sootor, wan attached to Oompsny 0" 5 net na ascurity for the Englnears who
ware rushing to complets tihie tnnk pgannpe aemat of H. ROTGHLO,

Divinion Headguairtoras ordarsd Colrpal Yarner to send a full company From
the 2md Battalion to the streawline norbli of M. HOTOGO under cover of darknesse
te gorve nas ascurity Ffor  bank deatroysr company soming through the tank pass-
age and talking up poaibiong behiind Lhio otrasmline. Ooupany "¢ was directod to
ocoupy the position along the stremalina,

Tha 2nd Battalion reportad that ilie tank pagium on which the Bngineers
had workoed se loms wan sgain Imppasebla and IF the paagage was to be uged on
future operationa, work would hava Lo bapln on it aunin at once. This inform-
etion wne yessed on fe Diviateg Jeadqunrtara.

During the night of 12-13 Decanber, the 142nd Infantry occupied [111 72
loying nldway betwsen H. AJGICKE and 1. U310 mnl sent troopa to Hill 141 on
the northern tip of M. IUIWGO. .
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A Sarman deacrter !olen Ly Jewpany "0" ndviesd thab tile dormans had eover-

al companies of tanke rorth of Y. 12H30 and bhiat German positions on the moun-
tain wers protected by machine min oaplaveaonta, bSarbed wire and mine fialdae.

During the night of 131" Decamber, obaervntlon posta reported largs num-
bera of evewy trucka osaving Urom OARSING and 8, VITTOUE were flltering down
Mighway No. 6 two at a Liwn Lowmids bhe front. Artillery Flre was laid slong
the rovd the sntire night., A Osrosn patrol otbenpted to penstrate the poal-
tion of Company "F® bub was vepelled by ounll prum fire. '

Early on the morning of 3 Dacembar the Dvialon attack crder waas receatvad
at the Regimantal Oommand Foat. The repimantal order was isgued by 1000 hours
having besn co-ordinnted with the Division eorder. The attack on 8. PIETRO wae
acheduled to bo Tomahed by the 2nd Bettellon at 1200 houra on 15 Decembar.

At 0930 heurwm on M Docember, slght Focko-Houlf planes, coming frea the
anitthanert out of the =, bombad npd abyefod tho regimental cownand poet. Antl-
poraonnel bomba were droppad on the roglment -l hemlyuertere building and Colonsl
Wernar and lat lt. Key M. Bpea, O-51045Q, of 3nn Antonlio, Texsm, Repimantal
Headquertors Company Imtelligence anmd Moconnnisncneo Platoon Lender, were asr-
iouely wounded. One lItalien officar wae killed, anotlvar Italimn officor waw
wounded and five Italim onlistod mesn wers wounded as a reesult of thim bombing.

Colonel Werner, although in a prosb donl ef pain frean multipla bedy wounds,
roqueastad the nodical poresannel to bandnege his wounds and allow him to romaln
on duty inamwuch as the reodacnbt wns to atieol 3. FIETRC on 15 Decewber. Hou-
svar, hla condition dennndad imnedinte evnenxtion. Oolensl Werner thon dirsc-
tod that Lt. Oclonel Andrew F. I'rlen, the lagimental Executive Offiser, be call-
od from the raar command ponst ot FARSEIZAHC and ticot Diviaelon Hesdquarters be
notifiad, Aftor these ordorn hnd been carriad out, Colonel Wernar waas ovacuated.

Upon reashing the repimental command pont, Oelenel Price was advised by
Brigadier Gieneral W. . Wilbur, Assiatant Divieion Oommander of the “6th Infan-
try Divielon, that Lb. Jolepnl Aaron Y. Hyatb, Jr., Commending Officor of the
2nd Battalion, would talke ovmr aonaamd of the rogiment. Oolonsl Wyatt arrivaed
ot the comgand poet ah 1150 howrs end aasuned command. He immediately informed
Major ¥ilten J. landry, 0-342172, of Aur Actinio, Texae, tho Executive OFflcer

of thie 20i 3attalion, thabt commend of ihe 2nd Brttallon would be taken over by
him,

Uarcran plonce again appesrad In the afbterpoen aud buabed the poaition of
ths tank unite which had moved northoast of M. ROTOWDO.

Colonel Wyatt insbruetod Major landry to move the 2nd Battalion to new
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pealt lons norihmest of Mo &OTGILG 1 preparabion be attack 4. PIETaO an 19 Dec-
embor.  Coupany "V oand Comprny "67 necuptad poolblons just south of the stresm-
linm which lay npproximately thres—grnitera of oomila north of (1, A0TOO0.
Jompary "E" held the rnscyvn roaitlan mouth of thsee two rifle companioa. The
3rd Battallon moved into tho poaltlons vaciaod by tho 2nd Battalion on M.
ACTGHDO.

Colonel Wyalt swoved blin regimental cowmand post under cover of darknose
to & new looablon at Lie nouthorn base of M, RAOTLNDO.

Diviaiun Usadgumrtore plvised Uolonol Wyatt that friendly fighter plans
coverags would be slven to Lhe roagziment, during the 2nd Battamlion's ettack on
tha 1Hth.

Daepite the promise of fipghber plans coversze, fourtsan enemy plansea
bombed and strafed positlons soutiv of f, 80T D7 in the viclnlty of the regi-
mental command poat at 0900 houva on 15 Dacember. At 0215 houra an undeter-
mined mumber of Jdevwmun piveoan bowhed sed alrefed the field traln bivouae aren
in PAEIEIZANOG. Cna honb dropvel Lon fant from the buildings hounirg the 3-1
foetion nd the Regiwentnl Hadleal Uebnchment. Tho ezploding bomb blasted
of ' the roofs, tore off potchan, amaabed rll windots and e¢rachoed the walle
and ecellinge. Approxlmately £iflcan enomy plones bombed and eirefed posi-
tlore around Cannon Company nb 0943 homre. A musber of austl-jerscnnal dumbe
failed to explode and the Dlvinion Engineera ware called to remove them. Two
of this latter sroup of plines toro woan to U311 and anothor wee s2em Rtrsak—
Ing maoke aa il headed south over Allled lines Trem the snli~alreraft and
machine gun firs direstel ol 1o laoss by all units in that apreg.

Tha toewn of 3. PIRIRO, which wes the objnotive of the 2nd Battallon at-
tack, was situntod on the scuthern alopes of M. JUHIUZRO ab bthe extreme sasb-
ern end of the HAFPDIAN Vallay. The enprosches to the town wers male up of &
serisa of terrmces mamy of which wors walled olive orchards. Intelli-
mence information derlived Crem a prevlious atlask by anobhar unit that had
Talled aml Ceoa o Liopsrs of wor indlented that the snemy's defensss conale-
ted primarily of automatlc weapons dispoand in dopth and »laced b0 cover ocach
terrnce on the appreaches to the town. Tha enbirs arsa was aleo heavily pro-
tacted by mortar and artillery enplwemote.  In many inatances the Jermana
conld call dewn their crtlllmy mnd mortar Lire directly on their own posl~
Liona dua to the Pact that thair eaplacomenta wers oo wall dug in and protse-
ted from heavy shalling.

In accordance wikh prenrrang~d plens with higher hesdouarters, 3. PIEIRO
And ite bawediata vicinity waa placed urder intenas artillery fire ns wall s
machine pun fire directad Prom osibions in s draw locabod hatwnen M. ROTOHUO
and 0. CAMRAVIATALLE. AL 175% houra the 2nd Bnttallon bagan its atteack to
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saiza and hold 4, (IFTRO. Tha shtack wae eoordinated with that of the Mi%ed In-
fantry Reglmant and s comyeony of 1 400 from Lhe 755rd Tank Battalion. The
alopea of M. 3MSRICRO to Lhe nopth of 3. D INEI0 wara to be taken by the Virrd
Tufaptry «hille tha tavkn spvrroseisad tho Lown from the soatheast. Company "F*
and Compamy "G were in tha Inftinl assarlt with Comzany "E" in rosarve. It
wae planmed Lhub Cerpasy "F" and Compeny "3" would crome the line of departure
abrenat, more to the woat il neize and hold defengive pogitions north of 3.
FIST 0. In the evant honrvy reslatonen was ercettntored, Uompany "F® wae to oa-
tablish = beae of fire frow » nitiops soulh of 3. PIETED Lo covor the gpdvance
of Company "G".  Comgsny "5 be b emnbbed upon the successful complation
of the mavenont of Company "F' apd Jemunny "8" uith the mission of morping up
4. PIFTRO from the eawt and theranfber to erpsnize a defengive position gener-
ally eaat of the town.

Compeny "G" cromeed tho Yinn of dapprtura at 1253 houro, moving waust, and
zo0on ancountered haavy mechine son and marbar fire. The Germona, wesming to
renge tha ipitinting point of the atbecl, breouhit eavy rrtlllery to baar on
tha line of dm arboe frey vhich Company "I plonned to crose. Company "F" then
moved wosbward and croaged the Line of depnyture ot a more distant olnl bhgn
origlnally planned, moving aou'lt «nd weob Lo thn poeitlion of Company *G"., Com-
peny "G®, then, was to eatahlish tlia Hies of Cira for Companry "E" while 1t ad-
venced.  Thua, Oompany "F® was to Culfthl Lin miselion originally intepded for
Oompany "G". Hewover, Oompany "F" mivod out tu mest the sams intense machine
tun and mortar fire as had Compeny Pt

Due to the egnperior flra pousr srd oxenllant defensas of the Sermana, the
attack could mot he carisd out us plamned. injor Landry ordsred hoth Company
"F" and Qompmny "4 to rasrzantan sn their prosent reaitione and be prepared to
contimie the attack on ister orders.

During the initial plivge of 1he 24 Taitilion sttack, Qaptein Charles .
llsmer, 0-389717, of Garland, Texna, Courrantliny Officer of Company "F", was kill-
ed by rifle fire while leading his compety .« Juth Japtain Oharles M. Beachum,
0-42008%, of dan Antonis, Taxaw, Commanding OFf lcer of Company "%, and lat bt.
Harold F. Busesy, (-12800%0, of Roxbury, Hraoachugotta, BExecublve Officer of
Qumpany "G", were wouniad eard avacunted from tin battinfiald.

The Gormane malntainod n vertible hail of machine man, morter and artii-
lory fire frem the terracea around 4. PIFTAG ny the right £lank of the 2nd
Battulion ard frem postlions atonnd Ehe baen of H. W30 on tha loft flank of
the battallon. Haavy eqmunltics occurred in all ronks.

Tha atback wia continuad ab 1730 howva afler Conpuny "FY and Compury "ot

had made oome gepblarass of roargael ation despite thelr large muimber of cagu-
altles. Oompany "G" was crdered to hold £t position und establiall a hawe of
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fire for Company "F* whilch wis arving be bhe wegh. Joegpany "3 w3 errwitied

te the right and crdered to meve 21 "he bnrvaced alopes to tha pouthesst of
. FIETRO. With the asglatince of artillery and mortwr concentrations, Con-
Pamr "E" and Qompany "F" wera able tr advenco # ghort distarcg. Apain, how-
ever, thav erceounterad tha intovgs enery apehioe g oart mortm Fice diyected
at the attecling compentns in the inltinl naacult. Hemvy casualtizy :pain
regulted ip both of ficer and enliated jeramnpel.

At 2000 bhours, il jor Lwdiy spein ordored a veorganization of the remaoin-
ing elenonts of the batt-llen and save luntructions that all peraconal was to
be ready fo contima the aliael under cover of dorknape. At tnis tlwe the
etrengtn of the eompantes on ponitinn was ae Collows: Company "E" - one (1)
officer ond Tifty (500 onlicted men; Company "F7 - thres {3) offlcers nnd
atzby-five (65) anliatod wen; Compary "6" - two (2) officers and thirty-four
{24 ) enliated men. No nceurnta figire could be obiained of Company "7 per-
gonnel aa tho hasvy weapors compavy was dlvided into dlatoons support inpg the
vorious rifle companise. It wag known, however, that Qompany "H" lowses ware

high.

Hajor Landry and Lt. i1la, 0. 1297500, of Voabbrook, Malne, mads o rereonal
reconnaisgance i 2100 heurs to the Cront of Gowpany "E" and Company *F®. After
thie reconnalamance, lnjor londiy ordered the abisck resumsd at 0100 hours on
16 Decomber. Whon the atteck bepan, Major Landry remainsd with Company "E? and
It. 3ila remelned with Qomppny "F7, By this Line all coumunicationa liad been
destroyed. 3ince ou porting firon could net be sscurod fFrow Lhe artillery, an
ntteampt wam wnde Lo storm onemy positionas witlh rrepadeg, bavonets und whatever
fire power cculd bhe obbninnd from the Company "H" mortar aguade sbill remaine
ing with the rifls conprnlos. Deapite the well-planned aneuwy reslstance, con-
olating for tite most part of bepvy machine puns situated so ihelr firea would
criss~cross sach other awl nranroua antl-poysonmel minss rlanted throughout
the arem, ths 2nd Babialien ceplinued to Ineh ibtaelf along overcoming enomy re—
eistance until seme portlons of Compavy "E" and Ocmpany "F" were able to pone-
trate into 4. PIEIRO proper. During thla attack the 2nd Batbsllon men besides
neutrnlizing many encmy positions were able to dosbroy an ammunition dump.

Ancther reorganization was crdeped by Hojor Landry at 0200 hourg with in-
structlons to be propared to make a Feurth abieck befora dawn. For thie pur~
Poss Qolonel Wyabt attached Company "I', commanded bty Captein Jemee K. Eprorson
{(then let Lt.), 0-389707, of Recknpringn, Toxes, conalnting of Pive (5) off i
core and ninety-seven (97) anlistad wen, to the Zud Battalion. The strangth
of the 2nd Battalion ab the oAl of the 3rd sbback wos ss Pollowg: Company "E"
one (1) offioar azd forty (10) onlisted men; Company "F' - three {3) officera
and fifty (50) snliated man; ind Conpany "d" ~ tue {2) officars and thirty-
four (34) anlisted men, ter of wiom wers attached to Company "EY.
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The fourth nttack uar Jeopshad at 600 heurs on 16 December. Compuany "E®
and Compary "F® wore again In the ansnult., Company "L" wam held as reserve
initially with ordera to evtar osed wop wp 3. PIEIRO frem the woet If the two
rif'ls compenles wsuccaeedad ip Ineeking ont the oprosition aleng the southern
torrpoed slopeaa. What 1ittla rensinad of Company "G" was ordered to protect
the roar of the hattolion'a eifert south of the line of departure. Jompany "E*
the Company "F" mannpged ta gob within 200 yorde of their objective before be-
ing halted by the deadly hall of Gormen machine mun bullete and the anti-per-
sonnel mines planted nll bLhrouph the area. ALt daylight German snipers began
to take a heavy toll of the remaluin: men in the battalion.

Aadic comminigcntion wna re-antnblishind nt 0730 hours snd Hajor Landry
called for smoks whells to cover bla exponod positione. Under cover of the
amoke, tha regnnnte of the battnlion sigain reorganized and esatahlighed o do-
fonsive posttion. At 240 hrars Colenel Wyntt ordered the battalion teo maove
brnek south of Ll line of deperinre. The morangn vas tecolved by Coptain
Lohman, 0-32395h, of Asn Antonlo, Trxas with Compeny "F" apd it wae not until
1230 hourwe that a measengnr whe ablo to trenenmkt the order to Hajer lendry.

Dus 4o the incansnnt enemy artlllery, morter, machina gin snd snipar fire, the
order for the retrogrrds movewent wae not able to be fulfilled untll 1530 houra.
At this tims ths babttalion strapgtli in thoe rifle companien was as follows: CQom-
pany "E" — no (0) officers =nd twenty-soven (27) enlisted men; Cowmpany "F7 -
two (2) officern and thirty-four (34) enlited mon; and Compamy *G" - twe {2)
offlcere ard twonty-five (25) anlisted men. 3dmall groupe of men, who had besen
cut offf by enemy Tire during the four nttacks from their companies, drifted

back acrose the batblefield during the dey ond night to augment the etrenpgth of
tha compnnles slightly, During the ['innl phpae of actlon, the 2nd Battallon
Inteiligence Officer, et Lt. Willipm ¢. Gile, waem kllled.

Ae n result of the attack nagninet 3., FIETROC the 2nd Battellon sulfered
cagualties ae followst three (5? offienre ond thirty~two (32) enlistead men
killed; asven (7) nfficere nm! one hupdred and twenty-four (124) enlisted men
woundad ; and none mlmsing.

In the succesaion of {ur ebbacks nreinst some of the best prepared and
strongly~defended enemy positions encountored in the Italian campaign, the
officers apd enliatod men of tha Znd PBattallon never waversd in their deter~
mination to selze and hold the objective for which they had received ordera
to take. Up until the Lise the order win 1ocaived for a retrogrede movemant,
the mon parpisted in fisrcely attaclking Gorann poaitione. Often it was necese-
ary for the mon to atand upen ove pnotliers ehoulders to scale the terracea
which were crisg-cronmed by tsrann machine gin fire. Advancing in the face
of what appearad to bo cerinin daath, Lhces mon pauthered fron almoet every
atate in the Unlon and molded into m componite and indomnitable fighting force

displayed tha highest type of conrnpa,
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The tanke which were to have assistod in the atteck were elther kpocked
out by Inand mines or enamy ertillery Cho nod never were o soriocus thraat

agalnnt Corman poalitinna,  The pariow pnamapn nod road avallable for thelr
operobtione wos axtromaly Limited., Willient tervpnin in which to mapeuver, the
tanka were ensy prey for Sarmen puppnre vhe had thae sdvantage of guporior ob-

warvation. The Lh3rd Infantry, attenling frra the porth ond driving eannt,
was unable to attnln ite ohjgal lvenq dun 1. tha superb d-fengas meintuined Ly
the dermune in ite aoctor, Fuomy plaphn cprroting during the afterncon af
15 December, further harrassed the sttecking troopa.

- The Regimental Uommander, li. Colanel Wyalt, directed ths operabtion from
an cheervation port on O, CAUUAVIVELIR which lay approzimately two and one-
half miles wmoubheast of 3., PIFTHO.

; On the morning of 18 Desembor, tha 1h42nd Infantry and the Italisng lenn-
ched an ebtack sgainst the Sermons on M. HELE.  The Oerwan fire directad from
the northeast elops of M. HIHS0 en the pravioua dey had proved vory coatly in
oasualties for the 2nd Batialion.

Tho medical man ablpehed to the Znd Natbalien porformed herolcally unger

) the most adveres circimsbnonen. Captnip fialph 3. Thelan, O-378415, of Haurika,

‘ Dlelalioma, the Znd Battalion mirgnon, vorked unceanlngly day and night diracting
the ovacuation of the large sumbnr of sosinlting. It was necagnary during the
helght of the hattle to cell for assistance in evpcuating woundoed Crowm the
battlefield. A plateon of viC1lmmon from Oompany "I laft its poslilen to act
na littear bearera in rasponse tn thig voquent for help. The medical aid men

y and littor besrers operated sn gloasly behiind the Corward units that thoy wers

- conatantly harraesmed by aniper Tiig fron the Germnne whe aoazingly fatisd to

ragognlze the Rad Crong worn by all of the wan. 4 platoon of riflomen from the

Svd Battalion wae sent ta tha 2nd Battallen 211 ebotien on 15 Doceuder to drive

of £ the snipars who wers harrassing the aid men in thteir duties of svaounting

the wounded.

In order to evacuata tho woia aoriouely wounded frow posiiions In Cront of
3. PIETRO, tha valley end iilla to the worth of the town were smoked with while
Phosphorous shalla. Under thla covar liltar bearsra worked nivht and day bring-
ing out litter cases.

IT Corpe ndvised that the 1hopl Lufantry and the Italians had token all of
He LONGO by 1545 heurs on 16 Borasbar, and  atrols had bean went out as far -3
A 52, The Frd 3attallen Furntehad n nscurity patrol for Corps Engineers work-
ing on Hohway do. 6 in the viointby of ths U-band. Fubiire opsrations doponded
or the use af the rond and the enzivoers sare working feverizhly to kine~le out
fed blocks and repair and FAL1 in srate.s o miaed oy ehelling and Yaraan demoli-
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tiona., The 1h3rd Tnfantiy Do th oand anst o 3 PIEPRO eontinued to be engaped
by the enemy durirg the night of 16~ L7 Docanbar.

Tun lst Rattalion whlch hnd nab boem in tha ling aince 7 Pecombar, moved
into positions on the meuntnine worthanst of 4. FIET.O oo the nigit of 16-17
Dage 'ber alang the loft flapk of the 143rd InCaniry.

The 2nd Battalion rent abrong prtrnle to the vicinity of 3. PLEIND tareugh=-
out the day of 17 Dacembor. The pateeln received fire from enemy posit lons
aeeithwaat of tlits town and Crom » pillbox fron the northwest. A later patrol
panetrated to the point wherp the bathnlion h:d besn atoppad on tha previous
day and Pound waghine sin emplacemants unoscuplsd. The patrol, then, moved
an Ilnto town,

The Tommanding OFCinor of b 4%5t4 Tank Daatroyer Battalion reported that
ha had sean one of our patroln onter 3. PIFTRO unmoleated, Wt when he atbtemp-
tnd Lo entor with one af his patrols, morter Fire wan racalved from onamy po-
gitions on the lLarracos artth of tha bown.

Usanwhile, a patrol from Conpony N1M, led by 2nd Lt. Thoamas A. Lewla,
-1309159, of 3t, Faul, llinnegolna, hat entpaatad 3. FIETHO f'rom the oast awalt~
ing ths arrival of Company M wdol wee Lo pcaupy poaitions west of the town.
Thig patrol onturai 3. PIFTLRO end found no svidence of the enemy. IWO wounded
man of Oompany "3" woca Cound in the town nnd they reported thero had been no
activity in 3. PIEIRD during the entrie day.

Under oover of darknosn tha Zrd Mattullon ralisved the 2nd Battallion.
The Svd Battallon gont out patrolas to sontact the N3rd Infantry on the right
flank but was unabla to contast any units of thle orgenization.

On the morning of 18 Decenboer at 0835 hours, tha z6th Diviaelon -3 order-
od Lt. Onlomnl Vyatt to sood o patrol put towsrde U. MOKELLO to locate and clean
up minor German raalgtance. A battalion waa to move farward with 1te right
boundary as §. PIETRO end 3. YITIORE inclualve, with the loft boundary along
Highway Ho. 6. Tho batballon was to cecupy bthe wouthinest ridge of O. HRELLD
and organize it for dnefonne. 3.3 ntated tat it was anticlipated nothing i
Hpht resistance would bva wmet. The Vizrd Tolanbry Further to thes north wou ld
sintlarly advance and the Viond Infantry on the left would de like-wiae.

It. Oolonel dyatt instruclal dnjor ‘ohaffoy to be prepared to execuba tho
mevanant of hig batballon tn ancardance with Dlvision ordara. OCsptaln Hamilton,
Optsawdiny OCELzer of Cannon Gampany, nd Zeptaln Guthris, Gommanding off leer
of Anti-Tank Comprny, pnnaived apilerg Par thn forward displacement of their po-
wlttons ncd for a reconnadeesnce of 17 ponitiona im order to be abla to move
upon resetipt of laber Limml evlovm. A platoon from the 2nd Battelion wam or-
dared to report bo Majer lehofley al the Brd Babktalion for inatructiona to pa-
trol gut as far a1 ikl O. R IOERELLL nax]-.t.h\qest of 3. VITTORE.
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Ab JGUS hours, -3 sdvisad that the movemant of the 3rd Battalion te g,
MOARLLY would nnt be inibtiateg unlil anrly on thae mirning of 19 mscember. The
patrol w CLESRELLI aontld ba rpenlind, huk Ce MOKELLO wa3 o ba ocaupind and
helds Mnjor Mahintfay info. rad Colonel wymtt that the patrol gont out to g,
MOLELLO had beon on thaeir objnebivn tut ad prooun terad anamy opporttion from
what appearad to ta a Iargo paman prérols the patrol wms instrusted to rema in
o Us MOHRBLLO 'mlags Lt wag hik by a atrong ;emn abtack. In that avant, it
was to withdraw,

On the morning of 19 [necambar ad 0750 hourg, G~3 informed Major wil Imann,
Ragimontal 523, Byt the 3rd Dabitnlion emg En mvo in eolislon wall dispnraed
acaingt artillery flea, ko the lafb ronr of the 2nd and 3rd pattalions of the
1i3rd Infantry. 1hie moue wag to begin At 0030 hours, Major Yaha{lay wng in-
formed to prepars his batbs tion for bhe movemont to new positions.

AE D943 hours, soven ygirmn Mapgerschmidis planes bombed 5, pipTRO and
strafed the road running anst from it,

The 3rd pattalion moved nlnest to thoir nrsigned objec Bve whon they hit
what appanrad to be an ar antzed vomen defanplvs poaition. Company "K" endea-
vored fo make An onwolopmint {rom the v} ht bub wna repulssd, Teo prisoners
wors oaptired that stated Hiers wore ten comphnisg on g, MORELLO and at lagh
Imanty machine guns plnoed in delannive poaslitons, The 3rd Jaltalion mg or-
dered to dig in on point of telr furthest ndvance and establish an nll arownd
defense.,

The 2nd Battalion was crdarad S0 be preparad to attack on the 3rd patta
lione right rlank If the grrmans endravoraed to aoi nber-atitack, Takbrols were
alae to bo aent out from tha 2nd Lakinlisn tg oontuot tha Jrd pattalion of the
tl3rd Infantry on its right, tha rogimantal 3rd pattalion to the front and the
Italian units on the Inft. The Pud BAtinlion nlso moved to & new posltion
eoutieast of g, MCRELLO spproximataly 1000 yards [vom the hill and in the rear
of the 3rd gattallen.

The german mintained n conabant rain of artillery fire on the Ard patta-
liont 4 positions and mg 1t wag prooving o eostly in cagua ltles tn remain, golon-
8l pyatt orderad Major Mshnifey bo displnoe to the rears AL 0710 hours the 3rd
Battalion had closed ilnbo ibtn naw position whiol wan approximately 700 yards
southsast of the 2nd Battnlion. The 3ry Mttalion continuegd $o make & roconne
alssance of a route Hink fould b bravallad along the southwest alopes ol M,

sAafgcRo,

The lgh pattalion wam returnad W regimontn ) pontrol afltor hnving boen at-
tachad to the Udrd Infantry and wg ¢Avon the migeion of driving the Germna
{rom the haihts novthoagt of S¢ VITIOREe One rolnforoed company was to garri-
2om Hill 730 and protost tie supp by route through ging 730 to the area north
of 5, VITTOH:,

- 16 -
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A platoon of anti-tank sunn wag Plicad most of g, BIRTRO in the vienilty
of the 2nd pttalion to ba preparad for netion by daylight.

On the morning of 20 pyogmbar, prtrels from both the 2nd and 3rd patieliong
went out to reconmoiter n reutes for lhe 3rd paktalion to travel in order to mg-
complish Yts miegion of ntbanking g, VITTOUR from the mortheasts tha patroly
reported that they enmcoimbared Garmen sukarmtic woApone fire on evary torrace
And on overy lavel and that Lt pap tipoasible to gt through the trall losding
up to M, FOMMUCRO. The lab Faktaliem wis ordered to olean out snomy rogletancw
in the illa northwest of g, PIETRQ 20 that routes might be reconnoitered for
the 3rd prnttalion. T lak patialion slss mids Arrangements to have gsuides moat
e 3rd pattallion on (ks moum yin and show the unite the availabls trails that
could be traveled. Fabrols ware sent out from the 3rd pattalion with ingtiug-
tions to count tholr panns and Ldentify polntn so that the battalien would know
oxactly where it was ging during tig nlghts  gode names ware glven to promine
snt pointa along the route tn be reforsed to in R E LY T

The regimental cormangd prat wan moved from Lbs loomiion at the acuthern
bae of M. HOTONDO $0 A new araa nacgartar mile engt of g, PIETRO, arriving
at the naw looation at 1330 hourp,

. A% 1730 hours, Lt. golomal mykt, Major Willmen, gaptain Doughty end a group
of anlisted permonnel from Regimontal Hendpinrtors left the command poat to
Rogompany the 3rd pattalion in its move up the M, SAMMUCRO trail,

The field train bivoune moved from PRESENZANO to & new area approximitely
two and one-half miles snu sk of YRNAFROe The move wag mdas in a dm~pour
of rain whioh turned the ronda intn prgmires of mide  ‘the slow movemant of
the fleld train bivouss cccrsionad dslay in mpp.ying rations to the batta-
lions and the 3rd pattalion s de Inyad aprroximataly one hour wntil rationg
could be gotten to the men,

At 2115 hours His 3rd pabtalion bagun iba olimb up the ¥, SAMMUCRO trail,
Ist pattalion gitdas met e 3rd patinlion at the junction of the trail and
the ohurch in 3, PIBTHO» Tha rats of maroh wag very slow aas the trail mg
3t29p and cratered in many plnone by shiall holos. The almost incessant rain
had mde the path extremaly mlippery,

shortly after mianighk on 21 [roembar, Wia germna began laying artillery
and mohine gun concontimtions on the advnmoing 3rd pattalicem oo lum,. puring
theas concenteations, the oolum would bronk and disperge among tha rocks af=
fording the only wailable cover.

Lt. colonel wyntt ang Major Mohaflay passad the ltesd of the colum and
"t forward to oontact tha roar slavants of company "M whioh had advanced in
Lte miasion to olear the brail of anemy forces to jjill 130

1] =
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The Jrd pattalion ol thae i3rd Intaniry,
hanvy opposltion in their advanoe thing
starting position.

tar ther ts the worth, had mebt guch
thay wire forced %o wiihdraw to thair

A oRrrylng parky of 120 onlinka
sent to the regiment om 2o o amba g,
thom up tr the let pattalion poritim
tain,

d man ant of n group of 200 replanement g
Toak sentant with their guides laading
f End roturned to the botbtom of e myun-

The 3rd paktalion rsavhed a poling ap roximbaly 23 yards from pill 730
a6 0220 hourms HI1L 730 wng atill held by the euemy and Company "DY map ane
inged in a fire fight to drive thom oy, The brail routs wag sovarsd by snemy
mohiine guns and Hie 3rd pattailon fornd it impossible %o continue Ehalr march
without guifering the hsavieat of oraualtiog,

Erigadier general y, Ji. wiltur, Assisbant blvislon gommander of tha 36th
Infantry Diviglon, iamiad an argder At 0325 hours far the Jrd pattalion to with-

draw to the poinkt of departure.  gomaunicabicna had been diarupted by the anemy
srtilleary fire and it wng not MLl QR0 hours that Colonel wyath rorsived the
nithdraml order.  The 3rd paktalien ¢nlinm wir roverssd and an ordarly with-
draml begnn, gompany K" wag iart on tha mun$ain in positiona previously
ewupisd by Company 5" and wms attached to the 134 pa bha lign,

Sinoe the 3rd patfmlign conld pob roash the point of departure before day-
light, enemy positiong mare amokeid to caver btha bntialionsg movemants At 0H13

hours the batinlion reacled tis bo thom of the mountain angd dig in voncenlad
positiong,

%. colenel pdwin w. itlahnrdgm, O-20830, of W sbbrook, Malne, raportad to
the regimental command poat at 1072 hours hayin, boen sssigned to the regiment
by Dlvision order. gelonel Richardson wig agelyned tg cormand the Zrd pattelion
i with Yajor Mehaflay tecomin,g bhe batsa lioy sxgeubive offioer,

The 2nd pattalion

sent oltt patrols bo bocl {lanks and to RJ 69 and the
3rd Battalion,

Company "g", aommanded hy gaptain gnlenr s HArmngon, Ow3SL116, of mharton,
Texaa, suffered guch honvy canmitiog in Rittaoking 4iR) 770 that the ¢ ompany
M3 ordered b withdraw. The Int i btn lion and gompany ngn occupied positions
on the penk enzt of jilL T30« A woundad yrisoner who later died stuted that
is Sompany, which had n o trangth ol tnj; mar, w3 b lding Hill 730, and that
there wars pilllboxes on the hill ang Hio trail wag noverad by maching .ung.

The 3rd gattalion sent prtrols te theoir Ilanlking units and eatublighed

~ 18 ..
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ountmot, A patrol that went o ¢, NCRRLID reporbed ne wobivity Lebwsen the
hill and 3, VITTOHE.

On the morning of 22 (peambar, (urpany "EN ena detachad from the lat pabibne
llon and returnad to the 3rd pathalion. the 30th geconnaiasginoe Troop ma Ak~
tnohed to the regiment. Division Unndpunrteras ordarad the reliaef of the 2ud
and 3rd pattaliona of the lh3rd Iniankry by the regimnkal 3rd pattalion ba-
ginning at 1700 hourn. Tha 35bn gesomnissancns jroops whs tv mova intg Hie po-
sitions vacated by the 3rd patbalions Jha Zod prttalion remmined in itz poale
tions =8 regimontnl roparva. m platons of Company "g%, 753rd Tank jsttalion
and gompany "¢" and gompany "p* of the nd ghemical pattalion were alss attach-
ad to the regimant.

The lat matbtalion ms mgain dataciied from the regiment snd attuched to
the Spevial Jirvice Mrun for their athack o the nl it of 23<2L pecembsr. The
battalion was attached for oporational purposan only.

The 3rd patbalion ocompletad the relinl of tho 1{)3rd Infsniry b:ttalions
at 1159 hours on 23 proembar. The Anti-Tank gempany, lsse one platoon in po-
sltion near &, PIRTRO, movaed [rom thie MIGHANG nrea to the fisld tmin blvouso
Areofk .

ue to time mnd wpmce [suiors invelved, the gpeolal garvice Force attaek
wa poatponaed twenty-Smur hourae.

Mvision Headquarters adrisad LEs colomal wyntt that the 2nd pattalion
wuld ba relleved by the 1lst pathalion of kie 1%rd Infantry on the night of
25-26 [posmbar with the 2nd patlallon naoupying the biwsuac arem vavated by
the relieving unit,

uring the night of 225 (nonmber, orrsmn patrols slipped through posi-
tlons on the loft Fimnk of tha 30th oomnalaswnes Troop and laid wminss around
kW 69, Instruotions were isnmuiad ko the 5681 peconnaissance Trovps to thorough-

1y outpost their position to pravent a repatition of german patrols antering
this sroa,

Just at dusk on 25 ppoamber, 3rd prtitalion patrols moved out to knock oub
t% known sremy machine gum poaitions. The patrols worked their way almosh
tlose anougiib Lo uss tueir hand prenndes wisn a Hiird mchine gun opensad up on
them and tha patrols were fovesd to withdraw.

The attaok of the Speosial Jorvica Foras rhich was schednlad to bagin ba=

twaen 2300-2/00 hours on 2ly preambor, wis delayoed untll 0200-0300 hours on 25
Dedembar, dus to supply and menguter problems. After elight resistance, the

- 19 -
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spoalinl Service Forece toow ity FRAUNTITN| dumpany "A" moved onto the hill and og-
cupisd it. plvision Homdygnnrkors inabrnotald g, b Colonel wyntt thnt aftnr il
13 wag taken and ozcugiad by the sk pnttalion, the batta lion wey not to pro-

cead any further with M Jpanlal mevies ppros, Divigion ilosdyuartses alpe
advimed Whnt tie Ik Baktalion of Lia 1iy3rd infanbkry would bs atiached to the
raglment upon 1bs rnliaf of the 2nd patta lion.

8. VITTORE m 8 hanvily shelled by Allled nrti Bery until L hours on
2 moembsr. After tha e lling canaad, one patrol from the 3rd pntbalion
and one prirol from the 5L [econinissanen Iroop want inkto the twne A come
at patrol from Company K% myyad nub ko n rosition northeast of 8. VITIONRE
with instruotiona to dig in and nub ogr nay Gorma retroat Hint might oome
througdh their positirn, Tha prbyal ronchiad itn abjootive without mabking op-
poaition and sant amallar frtrols o nontaot the Speoial Service forme and
to investigats 7, VITIORE.

Memnw:ilo the 36th jmeennnigmnon iroop patrel, skirting the laft tip of
C. MORRLLO, ran inbe inGenaswrnhing g Clrg and waa oaught hetmoon tha origs-
orean fire of two gnme e prrmang Hien opotied up with ertillery and mrtar
Tirs on the patral [rom posibions anubth and wyat of 9, VITTOHEs Anothar 2Ath
Rcomalasnng Troop gntrol want Lo bin tngn or M. CUIAIA westof g, VITTORE
and enrountorad wnohing sun and BLRY worbar itirg, Entering g, VITTOLE, thilg
gatrol wne fired on by mchimsplotlas prom Hie patrols roporbe it warz cone
aluded that g, VITIOHZ ™a 1 bly vacupied but hoav! 1y cutposted.

The 2nd pattalion wns rollaved by Hin lgk prbttalion, 1435rd Infantry, juat
prior to midnight and moved brok to n blvouns arse near the rogimontal train
bivouso in the vioini by of VENAFRO.

e Company "g" aombat pabrol mavad out spproxire taly 200 yords bayond
1ta posltion and enoountored no ansny slthough the patrol was fired on Irom g
LORBLLO by mmohins .uns and tmo martarsa.

The 3rd pattalion and lst fatkalien, ¥ 3rd Inlkntry, maintained gon-
atant patrels in their gaokors, oing to and from the outskirta of g, VITTORE
and into the tom itanlf. Un a vAnima thay wuld reosive no fire and then
another patrol moving aver the sama zround would ba fired upon,

Cptain moan Young, 0-300457, of san an tonio, Tems, the naew pogimontal
Plany and Operationg Offioar, viaibad tho 3rd Fattalion, 36th Lmoonnaissanca
Trocps nnd the g% Brbtalion, lUjird infentry, command posts to make ATrANgaw
™nis for the forwsrd diaplhoament of kg tegimontal forcas. It was planned
for Company "gt to join the aombat patrol from that company northeast of 8a

- -



DECLASSIFIED o

;; FMECUT Ve CHROEN y73ng .
BY %’_ MR _HAna, [\515“22‘%{‘]]0” B.S,M

R

i 7

VITTORRe Upeon nrrival of gempany YE" ok thab positicn, the reminder of the
3rd pattalion mould diaplics jorpasd Lo peaitiona so that ita right flank
would be en gompany "KY awd tha Iaft {lank rould run along the road running
nortiomeat from g, MORRLLO«. A% tho poma £lme the 36th jwocnnaigsance Troop
would displace formard ro thnt ibs ri it Clank waa on the soutiwest slope of

¢, MORELLO and extend down bo ili Ay too £. This line was to bs outpostad
dny mnd night, A combat patrol from the lab Patialiop, 15rd Infantry, wes to
pand two pubrols out - onn bo the vioinity of @, CICERELLI snd the othor to thae
south enbranne to 3, VITIOREs Hnrrassing artillery was to be placed north and
wart of the tow and the two companles of ths Znd Chemieal Bathalion mre to
place whibte phosphoroua fire on 3. VITIUWE mud ibs vicinity. One platoon of
trnkas from gompany "g", 753rd Mnk ALtalten, would take firing positiong from
thelr preannt Jooatiom to nasish the formrd diaplacsement, firing om exiba and
targzats of opportunity in g, vITTORB. 1The 2ud Flatoon of the Tank company wmsz
to movs into new poaitions under covar of darkneas and oon tinue support of the
3rd Batialion. The 10th Infantry jingimont on the loft {lank of the regimental
a0 tor arrangad t send ouk palrols to vontnct the 36th feconnrissanoe Troop.
Actlve patrols were Lo be malnbninaed hy all unlts and 3f thelr reports reflec-
ted that 3, VITTORE wan uncaocupled, Company "7 wag to ba moved forwird to
caoupy the town., This plan ria Inbor nltered so that just one company from the
Jrd mttalion mould gubtpost the omm in the svent Lt was found bo be unoscupieda

the combat patrol from the lst Prttniion, 143rd Infantryk muved out and
ocoupled ¢, MORELLO at 1515 heurs, the occupabion being made wlthout resistancws.
At 1635 hours the balancs of gompany "K" moved out to join its oombat patrol
northeast of g, VITTOnEe At 137 hours the Jat pattalion complotad the reliefl
of the gpevial garvice Foros in the mountnine nerth of g, VITIORE wilch plased
the S04th Parachuts pegimmb con the lat pattalionts right flank. At 1755 hours
Divinion Headquartars notified giptnin Yommp thiat company "B" of the 142nd
Infantry wae atbached to the Ink prttnlion, 71his corprnoy was on Hill 1205 and
me of ull smtrength.s A% 1000 hourn gompany "g" had olomad into 1ts posltion
sod gompRny "I* propared to movo forward. Tho enbtlira 3rd pattalion ologed into
165 naw positions at 28))5 hours, i§ith the Alsplacement forwavd of the 36th
Reconnaisemncs Troop tha plannad ragimonbsal advence was comploted.

Division jeadquarters advigad At OU3] hours on 27 Dooembsr, that the regie
mant would be relisvad on tha night ot 24 Ircember, bty the 135th Infantry Regie
ront of the 3Ltk Infantry Dlviston, and move to the vicilnlty of ALIFE. The
13t Battalion was to be rolleved by the }Znd Ialanbry, Company "g" and gorpany
D" of tha 2nd chemical DrRtbnlisn ware to he raleasad from regimental omtrol
snd atbached to the 13,th infaniry fisglmnt,

Upon reocelpt of the relief notice [rom Divigion, L. Colensl wyntt ordered
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At 1015 hourg on 21 posmbar, iifteen cnny planes bombed and strafad gz,
PIRTRO, 8. VITTORRE mnd the oy bobwyan iho tru Lomna,

At 300 hours gengpp offisarn of bhn 135th Intantry h?giment arrived nk the
Topimental oomand poat to ooordinate ralipp of the regiment,

4 The lst DBatbalion, Ij3rd Infentry, and the regimental 3rd pbtalion kapt
vonstant patrols golng inko and around 8. VITTORE- Aw soon as one patrol would
return, ancther patrol we nt out,

At 2300 hours Divinlen Ieadyuartors informeq Ceptain Young that the gommAnde
ing uonsral, I Corps, bellaved . VITTU&R to he mcasupied becavas of the anemy
tombing of the tom in the myrning ang n Atrong patrol should ba cont into the
mw to ocvcupy it, CAptain Young advised thnt Arranpemsuts had been mde to
cutpoat the town thotoughly with ong reinforoad Cempany,

e oombat prirol of Lthe int Babttalion, 1)3rd Infanbtry, southeast of g,
YITTORE and the 3rd Brtbalion gomba g prErol northigagk of the tom withdrew +o
poaltions within their respective batinlion sonqtorg at 1600 houry,

g Tha 36th hsoonnalsaanag Iroep angngnd & mrean patrol atb 2200 hourg which
attacked om its laft Lk with maching riatola and hand gronades, As the gore
Tang broke awny, thelir pAtrol pag intarcepted by a prirol from the 15th Infape
i try pegimont und a fire Iiht ongusd in which thres germang warse killed.

3 Conatant pakrolg woraminkained by the gt Batbtalion, 1i3rd Infantryk and
the 3rd pates lign, A 3rd mbtaljgn patrol encounbersd artillary, maching gun,
aniper and maching platel fire frem the waat 2f 3, VITTOuE,

larga grouvps of Itmlian oivilinng Paming out of the hills oreated a pro=-
blam to the front line wnlte. A1y batts Lions warg ingbruo ted to ayRouate the
Taluges s to the ragimental aomeny g poat aron whorg slards esoorted them lfurther
o the rear, Thezs olviliaug advigod ihan g, VITIORE was full of boaby traps;

that u, 414 CHIAIA had ptilbozes +o tha orsay oy it, mmchine fun emplacemants to 1
;i:a 848t and betwean HI00 mrmang in posibions north of the bill supportsd
Y tunka,

Iuring the afternosn of 28 inoowbor, the 2nd patéalion moved from its biy-

PUBY arga tp the rest area nenr g, ARGRLO MALI R, mvin, in convoy with the
Uy3rd Infantry pe ziment,

At 2220 hours un 28 pcambor, a gorman palrol atbamptad to push through
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tha laft flank of she Abth jpcennni agRNO e tracp by waing meohing piatala.

fheraliaf of the lst P° gntion by 'l ird Bn tha lion, Liyénd [nfantry, mS
aflacted ab 23445 hours, and the 1ab gattalion mrchad orosp-ooun Ty to tha vi-
ginity of K1GUANO and sntruckad at that poinb to movs to the bivouat BTER nen¥
g, MIEELD DYALIFR.

prbrols porking in and armmd 3, yITIoLE on the night of 20-29 [poembar,
ropertad German vohiclas movink ju and out of Hio town. e rd pabtallion and
1e% pa Lbalion, 1ij5rd ufantry, w0 nlorked [oT thie poasi‘ula relnfcrcmnant: of
the enemy in the 3. YLTTORT arans A Ird pattalion pntrol revaived aukoma tia
mRpon s and sniper [ire wian thay n;prcuuhad tha town from the nor tienat abt
approximm taly 1000 houwrs on 29 meorbabe

pivision paadquar bero posln plang @ aoprdinata all artillery in the sectal
to firs on 3. yLTLIORR ak 17 hourse qun arbililery congentrations ware to lest
antil 11350 hours and than AhiFE beyond e bomi 5o the north ang wo gt and con=
tinue foT wirky mimatage poth tha Ard pakkalion and lst pattalion, 1ly3rd In-
fantry, ware gropurad o sand pntro s into G yiTIOUE A% goon Ag tha artillery
nggronade™ jiLftads IS pntrols found the fowm tn be uncouupiad, one company
from the 1gt pattmliors }pird jnfantrys ™A to mave in and outposlb it.

As woon A3 the artillary sonnantra tioms on §. VITTOHE 1i ftsd, the pntrols
laft thelr ranpet tive Jrikgalion arTARS tp entar thae twwne tha 3rd Eaﬂialion
patrol cgnonad the =di" of town And w3 hit by machine gui and small arms fire
{rom housen ymmdds taly A0 [renk of thom. the prtrol tried %o work their way
around this ogpogihinn on ture? giFfarant cnoariong but was pimed down anch
timeas COmpAnY apt, Mird Intnntirys wieh wia sahedulsd o follom the combat
patrol frem that brktmlicn mmuod Eowrdn S JITIOWE B70 plateons abreast and
draw heuty mahina pon {iro from bhe alps of the tomn, Hectine piatold and
rifle [irg wero also cirectad 8% pompany "B"e A moall muount of mortar fire
fall on the compRIYES rigtb glank but wa wot affactives Apainst this superiol
fire powar, Cumpany nyn wng foreod to wibhdravs

the relief algmants aF tha 1304 infanbry [ ziment ba R offac ting Hhe
relief of the 3rd ek lint Qsn lah paktnliot, 1l5rd infantry, and the 35th
;anonnadgganda froop shor gly nihor mrk on 22 renombere BY 0700 hours o8 20
[poambor, the regimonk and 1ts akbnchoed ynikp wers opiinially rellovaed and
mvad by mobor gruck to 8. ANGELC p'ALIEE for & well-earned rosbe
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casurlties of the 1llst Infnnkry logimont for the month of [poecber,
1943, ware wg follows

{JEF.{(A:.HS ENLISTED MEN TOIAL

KILLED IN AQTION=sscsaassess B2 90
DIZD OF WUUNDSscssnoasovanen 5 5
WOUNDED IN ACTIOHesssavenaas 16 280 296
INJURED 1IN ACTION+csrossnscsse 5 5
MIBSING IN ACTIONacossssssas 13 13

2h 305 09

Enamy capualting, oapbured and dantroyel mteriel for the month of
meoamber, 1963, ars aa followng

ESTIMATED
RHOWM ATDITIONAL
Prigonars of WiTsaesesovesss L2 —
Eilladassoasoouasavsansscvans 20 a
Wundelaosesrconvesnsnssansas 0 b?
Blmm Morbargscesssanscnanasa 3 (dostroysd)
MM MOr AT Jesaanononmsecnn o« 1 (daatroyed)
TEhmm Anti-Tank Gungesese--e « 2 {Aspbroynd
Trucks, unkpomn bypaec...o... 3 {degbroynd
Ammuniltion Dypa..acusava-aa 3 idﬂstroyndi
MAChine GURBaseuseasarernaee P {orpbured)
BifloBeosarsesesocsscacanea ea 1y {onpturad)

CATBiNBEs vasencrrarsanrsasss 1 (Captured)
5lght, Telemopio.ssssssaaes 1 {orpiuraed)}
END
Rtepart of Oporafions nritten by,
. : Cy ' onl .
*(\,,ts_‘bu\f_ m . ’\3 mw(}.mm.ﬁ..ﬁ-—

ROBERT D, IIETEhLE, 16062508
¥nster Sergeant, Srvioe Co.

\ 1Llst Infuntry Reglment
) /
{7 (s
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CONEEHE— SECRET

SUBJRCT:

HRAJIARTRRS,

9 Fabrusry 194

rransmittal of Ragimantal intory and gonolusiona of Qpoerationa.

TO 1 cun‘mmndlng Genaral, 3fth Infmutry Division, Apo #.56, Ye G« Army

l. 1Inclosed in tha regimantal history of the Uilst Infantry Rapicdent
aovering operations in Itmly during the month of January, 1944.

. 2i From the result af the river oronning operation it would npperr to
bs Gafinitely eatmblirhaed that sionens oannot e amgured unleass the follow-
ing oonditions mrs mst,

Arourats knowledge of enemy sbrangth ang dispositions must be had,
~

B - be purpriase In the nobual oroaging he espentially accomplished.-
ss Adeguate cronsing squipment ba mede ryallable, Note, - The impro~
vised foob bridges wade up of iley bridge pallcemiys lashed to rubber rmoonn-
! alnemnce boats wers entirsly !mgat.lﬂ{’ﬂo‘i\:ory.

ds  All schelona bs bhoronghly trainad in evhat esoh individusl and
unit is tu d, prefarnbly throvgh numarons rehearsalpe:

#¢- Rriemy nrg'\ninul dinponitions on the far shore must be such that
urly penstration in depth norons the riyer in posaible to permit sstablishment
of & bridgehaad to kesp mnall Arma {ire from the river line mnd allow crossing

<" of subseguent echelons on foob bridgess

L+ Loontion of mine finlda on the near shors must be known and ulonr.d

g+ Croasing lopntiona should provide auch conosslment near the river
foi. the forward establishmant of bridging squipment that long carriss are
Javolded. Hober In this operation it was nscespary for troops to cArry all
squipment aorosa cpen tarmin for disktences of more than 700 yards.

-

h, grossings must be mads on a brord Lront,

inrs*rmms Wt h-lv’a bu¥iloient 24w 1S gain their objsutives or defan~
Te poaﬁiﬂns and dig in ttmrs,vhﬁig}:t' in sqund all around defanas,

Infaniry

frl - Rogimcntnl Hiahory (nopbupla) NG
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DERRATIONT T1PPALY, JATIARY, 1244

of
Vilat IMFANTRY B3 IMENT, RIFLE

On Jomery 1, 194 bhe lilag Iufantry Reginont wea rosbing in bivousc neay -
3an Avgelo D'Alife, Itedy, Collmidwg Lha Ardonn eimptigng of December, Rollefl
of the Regiment lnd heop effaelad iy Lhe o2rly morning hours of Decenber 30,
ard the Rogiment had heen moyed hy truek to the roab biveueg.

bt. a1, ﬂ;“ran W. Wyntt {0-26/593) or Onoining, lew York, wes 1ig © o nd
of bhe Rogiment, with Lt. Col. Ay Fo Prico {0-218092), of rors Worth, Taxas,
88 Executive Offlecor. The rtenlion Qommanders vers Coptatn Erean ¥. Nowman
504 72073 of Bl Froo, Towna, for thn lat Mattalion, Major Milton 4. Lotk ry
0-342179), of 5an Antondn, Texen, {ar bhe Fnd Battalion, anpd Lt, Ccl, Edwin
W. Aichardson {0-20830), or Henbtbrook, Mina, for the Jrd Battalion.

An intensive breduivg progiem wna todtinted during the Period spent ag
San Awgelo D'ALifa.  When the egiment wan Witlwlrawn frum bhe line, 109 officers
and 2517 enliated mog coiprised the tobel gtrevpbh of Lhe Regiment preasnt
for duty. A total »p 35 offieorn sud 69% enlistoed men wers assigned to Lhe
Regiment ab that time, reconstrustiy it to neerly normal strength. Tho reat

bivouae afforded bhess new men &n opportunity to traln with and be absorbed
into the Regimental Unlte,

The afternoon of Jeminry 7 the Diviaiorn? -3 notified the Regiment that
it was alerted, o be Prepfrad Lo move Jrmery 9. A1l unita were notiried, ]
amd ordered to haya guertoring pertias @205t ing of one non-commienioned e
officar per coupRny, amd ono officer rer battolion at the Regimental Qogmamd
Poat ready to muve out at 0830 hours bhe following morning. Captain Rosa Toung
(o-348457), of 3an Autonio, Trxna, the Boplmental 8.3, lafh wigh this party L
he morning of the Bt of Jemiiry, but roporbed in whan tloy hed returned '
bhat there wea no suitnhie nren Cor $he Reglment within the lmits outlined -
by Diviaeisn Headquartors. Likewiar, nufeiciet trucke to move the beraonnel
hed nat heon muds avallnble, and rosg clomyence Lednty been prouted,

The morning of Jnpn ¥ 2, Copbaty Youug went bo 1T Oorps lIeedquartera, =7

“obtnin an area assigmment, ord roported Lhe result 4o go3, Quartering parties

Were again arranged for, and moved oub the morning of the 10th to recomnolter
Lha ayed., That Afternoen, Lh. Ool, Wyatt, the Regimental Ccrmn&ndim Offlcer,
Ard Chptain Yourg sttended meeting hinld at Divigion Headgquartera with Major .
Oeneral Fred 1. Walker, the Division Commander. The meebing dealt with a pope

tempinted rfuturs eperftion which ineluded o rivor croaning and subsequent
&htack.
i
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On Jamary 11th, inabructiow: wira glven to tha Battelion Gozmapders {or
the movement of kLhe Reg hwenbal Combat Tonw. Tha move Was to take place the
avaning of Jeuary 12th. .

The initinl tacticel diepoeition of tha ilst Infanbry Regiment in the
month of JBNUArY, 19%%, conaintad af tha relinf of the 6th Armored Infanbry
Regiment of the lat Apmersd pivision, on 1t . Porehie, the night of Jamery
19, The 2nd attnlion wen to coctipy bhe ootunl positiona of the elemante of
the Gth Armored Iufantry m b Prorohin, with ths lat and 3rd Battalions dia-
posed to the rear in raseryn, Inripg khe anrning of Jepuary 12, Lt. Col.
Hyatt held r posting 8t the Regimantnd Gowpniel. 3 opt Wwith all Unit Gommanders,
giving ordors aongerning the imoinenk nayeannte, folloeing which thae Command irg
eeficer moved to the nev fleg inentn ]l ¢ smnnpd Loak which had been eatnblished
about 1 1/8 miles mortimeat of igmne, arriving thore at 1445 hours.

lit. Porehie ia relotivetly arnll grpynrod wikh tha mounteincus terrain
typicnl of bie enntral prrd of Itnly. Itn eipuificencs la derived from iko
jpolated altnation gommnpd ips Lhe lev ground lying patween the Mb. Heggliore-
gamino hill mass to bhe acutl Pl iih. Troechio te the northwest. Highwey Fé
cubs agrosa tha lower porbharn alopen of ilb. porchin and the ridge lino runa
approximately R mile south from tint vleinity, forming two tumpe &% the ox-
tremitien with e ainlloy andd1n through the crnbers There is lithle vegetntion
on tha mountein, the surfoov being extremely rocky in wost places.

Tha Ragiwenb moved up durirg the firat houre aof dusl, Jarmary 12, to pre- Wi
deaignated detrucking pointe alowg iighuny 6, the historic Via Dewe, end the Lkt
maln arberis) supply roubo to tie north. From there they moved by foob into
position. The 2pd pattelion, uwder the comnand of Major Milton J. landry, re-
1iaved the lst end 3rd Battaliona of tha 6ti Arnored Infenbry Regimant which
were ococupying defenaive positizm nlen; Lhe forward slopes of Mb. Forchie.

Fha relieved unitm, respopnible for the contimuity of the defensive plana,
furnished guides to their poaitlonn, " atintained pabrols owd Boroenats
alasaribo to the front aod finnka during the operation. Precoordinated Briillery
heraoairg fire wee lald doin by tue Flat Field Artillery oattalion of the lsb
Armored Divimion Artillery. Mormal rrdlo ackivibty wes maintained to prevent

any indteation bo bhe ensny of the sation trking place. Areaa were cutpoated
{mmed tately, and patrols aent ot o the front aumd flenkn. Light artillery

flre vwas raceived {ntermitiountly, bt obhorwinse tho rellef wae affected without
incident, and was completed &% 2322 houra.e

The lat apd 3rd Batitnlious eloned jubo Lhoir positions at 2115 hours. 3doth
Battalions were in rescrye, ned wers Aiapsaed to the Tehr of Mt. Forchia amd
off to tha left of Wiglrny {6+ Tho 1t Bottnlion cocupled poaitions Blorg
tha northiestern slopea of !t sinecio and the jrd fattelion was along the
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soutintesbern slopen ap gt Mivgo. Conpapy AT g the 110th Engineer lettelion,
and CompAmy 'AY of thg 11ith Hedient dettnlion, poty ctbached &5 the I41gt
Reglmantel Cowhet Team, Dad maved futo roaibion during the dey light hours of
January 12, amd the Regiuontn ] Onupep And Anki.Tank Companies wers tg nove

in during the doy light op Jeanusry 1sth,

The 131at Finld Artillery Aattalion, previously in position, was attached
“to the Regiment na ek of tlis Compet Popm "8 the Regiment moyed into poaition,
The following ary R ocomprry Taan oyn PIntoon of med iun tanka from the T53rd
Tapk 8attalion were ahbeohrd to Lha Aepdment pop rerding operations,

L,

The mornirg of Jaminry I3th the Hegiwnnt wag requasted to ocubpost e arga
beatvweon Hb. Porchin fnd the Brikinn linite on the laft flank. Gcmparw '3 wag
diresated to outpoat thin aren And maintein Mtirols to Predesignated eontact
polnta.

On the night of Jrounry 130 Lha 249 Inttalion ergaged in Atrengbhening
i 148 outpont line apq sanding cut petrolg., Entrol contegt With the British op
the laft was affectad, Compnny TRV, ngpar aaveral attempis hag boen fruape
rated by enemy mortar nnd amal] “rma Lire, ev}mtually sucoseded in astablish-
ing its outpost linea in the early morning houra, The patraols whigh had been
Bent out toward the front gontepted en~my alementg generally to the lapg front
of the Battalion position, in the direction op Mt Troechio,

. Lt. Qol. Wyatt Bttendad o conferencs hald sy Diviaion Headquartara mt
1100 houra Jamery 4, with the Commnndirg Ganeral, the Agslatant Divialoms]

., Uoomender, G-2, the emsistnng G-3, and thae Uommend ing Officar of the 753rd
" Tank Battalion, The meeting denlt with the fttack on Mt. Trocchio which naas

Mt. Trocchio lies about 3 miles morthweat of Mg, Porghia, its long axig L

L.~ Pollowing a northetst-poutinestery directlon. 1y towers well above Mg, Porchia .
T oand ocouples a comaiding Porition cyapr tim furrounding grourd, guard ing

the Repide River to the want Bey ond the mountain, aml the gouthern and sastern

fpbroacher tp Cawelno, reverni milsa nortiMang opn Highway #6. The gides nre

extremely ataep apg rocky, In Flete §n g moddum aized hill south of the southe

arn alopes of Lie wountiin., The furreusding srea, ineluding the low ground

betwoan M., Porchin and My, Irocehio copaints pp Tow rolling terrain,

The objective of he 2hinck, to ba executng in conjunction with the 135th
Infantry Regiment of the 3hth Divieion on the right, was tp Seize MLt. Trocchlo

8nd the srea to the aouth amd #eat dncluding La Pista apg the high ground
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beyond to the Repido River. The Negimentnl ohjective was to tRke the southern
_ tip of Mt. Trocchio, Ia Fiktn, apd tla bigh ground to the smth end west, apd
V' to outpost the Bnpido. Alr support bo include heavy bombonge of enemy install
atione snd aupply rouben erousd Mt Tresehio end in the viginity of Sen Angelo
in Teodice hAd been regquented for the Bfternoons The Repimental plan of abtack
Il e¢alled for the 2pd oud 3rd Nattniions bo nthrek sbreast, the 2nd on the right
snd the 3rd on the left. The Jnt Dattnlion wne Lo move into a reserve position
| -along the moubliern sloprs of Mt. Ferchis, The assault echelons were to .
inflitrate into position ln the low grouwd betwsen Mb. Forchia apd Mb. Trocehlo
during the £irat hours of darknoss on Jeminry i4, apd leunch the sttack et
0630 houra Jemary 15.

During the afternoon of the 14th, ths Regluental Commend Powt woa moyed
: forwerd to A point on Kl acuthrestern slopes of Mt. Porghie, about 14 miles

spublpast of 8an Vittore del lozio.

| Avnilabla intelligrnee infermnbion concerning enemy dispoaitions indicabad
that Lhe Regimentel objective waa dofended by bhe 154th German Infaubry Heg lwent,
octupying positions running gonerally aouth from iighway #6 alorg the soubh-
enatern slopem of 11t. Trocchio, ceronn the railroad bed, and peat la Plete to
the vicinity of Uera Martiva. Additiomsl information indicated that the enemy
unibta were under normnl abrorgbh, with elemente of the Herrwdnn Goering Divislon
ey regervem. Iuforences wers that the enamy weuld defepd slong his line aa long
as femaible, apd then retreak Lo the Rapido River line to deferd Bgminst &
oroseing.

Undar eover of derknesn on Jdnputry i, the 2nd Battalion and 3rd Bettalion
moved inko pomitlion to Inunch the nttsek. The initiel objective of the 2nd ’/’
Babielion wee to weork ibs wny to bhe stream line runnipg Yhrough the Low -+

. ground between Mt Forchin aml Mt. Trosehln. This was sceconplished during

R the firat hours of darkness on the night of Jamery 4. During this period

the 3rd Battalion wan sloo cloajny in rod reached its initial pomsition on the
loft of the 2nd Dattalien st 0057 hourm Jamary i5. Cowbat patrola of platoon
Bhrengbh went out fron bath Battalions to #n cubpost line 300-140C yardo in
front of the moin poeibions ond duyr ine Uonbect was meinteined batween .
pattalions with the 135th Infentry itegiment on the right, amd the British U?(s
onn the left.

Puring the unight of Jmmnry 14, ki remsdining units of the Reglmental
fombat Teem wevre lilcwine diaplreed Cerwerd. The lat Battelion moved up to ite
remarve position Just eoukh of Mh. lorchis, The Anbi-Tapk Gompany platoon
with TSmm gune woved lukn the semo localiby, with its wigelon to protect sgelnast
an enemy attock from the direstion of tho vallay ecuth of Mt. Trocchis, or frow
llighvay #6 on the worth. Corpony 'A' of the 755rd Tank Bettellon woved up to

a forward positinn on the [orward nlopes of Mt. Porchim, prepared to oupport
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the attesk by [irivn, oo Lrppete of ppportunihy. The 151st e 132nd Fisld
Artiltlery pattalione, the lnbher ngheohed For kbe vend ing operation, wera t.o
gxamubte Fire missions oo enll. They ware Lo iny dwdn D initial horrege
canmousing at 0530 houra, Jameriry 10, anl 1ifhipz ab 0430 houras.

The attack wre Trppeled o% 0430 hoara, Jawmnry 15th, the 2pd and 3rd.
aattnlions asbresst, With Dospenien 'EY ool 1@t on bhe right ond Coopanies
1Rt apd 'L on thz left. Fabrols 1ad mit, vibkh the remeirmder of the
atincking echelomn infiltreting throgh Lohiml L, gredually increraling
the prbrols bo platoon And conpny strongth. The euewy delfenses waore well
conatructed In posiklime g grd dng bhem opprorbunn shasryabion of our
activibiea. The diffimilty won noinbersd by Lhe use of gmoks shells which
purtially soneenled the moyemanln of thn Coxh hrazpse

Datermined resiasbance won prl np by Rhie o nntenys sapucielly aleng the
soubharn secker in the yieivity of b liokn Al aouth toward Cead llapbin?.
The Regimont suapecded, hounynr, 1o workipg through bo ita ot joativea. The
2nd Battalilon attenpbod throaghooeb b9 pprerabion &2 fully coordipate ite
aebivitios with Lh? 1354h Infnubry Hepimonh which wee attacking on the
Regimental right pinnite At 1050 hours, Jomoiy 15, hha informetlon wAe
recelived that tho 135Lh Reglment wed boken 1311 121, further north on Mbs
Troschlo, with 1ithle remintanco, nnd hod rcq!.zca%.ud thiet bhe 2md pattelion
push foruward with them. By 1240 pmrs the 13Dh fopinent hed naized R11 their
ohjnotivos o0 tit . Trocehle, and the gattollons of the 141at Infentry Regiment
ware Working through to theird.

The f{ornerd mavesenht, primerily by inp{iitration tochics, contimed
throughout the aftern?an. At 00 bura, Jamnry 10, Lt, Gol. Wyath reporied
to Divieion Hendquarkers thnt sverything wes proceed 1og amasthly. By 1600 hours
tha Forwsrd patrola had araonmad heyou! thelr fipal cbjeptivaes, aod by 0500 hours
Jamey 16, the remninder of the units yd inPilhrated through to the fimal )
ohjactivesn. Farwerd potrols fron woth the 2ud and 3rd Jagjtalions had gone
forward L2 cross the Hrpido lidver, with insbructious Lo look for umine fielde,
booby trepa, roubod af npprancly peenible fording apots, enemy delenslve
ipatallstions, awl zennrAl terrain forturan. Potrol eptect tirsughoub the
night waps mainta lwsd With tha 155th Infantry on the right flank, 2rd with tho
British Unite on the lefh.

Followling the maecensiy 1 speratlon sulmimbing in the oeizure of lit.
Trocchio, the 1ilst Infantry firp iment wns disposnd oooupying positions de-
fending Mt. Trocchic, 19 Lletr, mwi the high grourd yo the south aud weot
$evard Cesa Martina. Geoerelly the llnce poralieled the course of the
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Rapido Rivar, the noxt ohfaelize o0 b Reghbinnd, The lat Battelion moved
ints ressrve position nlog Lhe asothesn revoree slopes of M. Trocehioc. The
othor unita of the Hegimentnd Gosbnt FTerw, 1lkewise beirg moved forwArd, were
dimpased Within the nrom hetwean Mb. Trosehdo sud b, Porchis,

In preparftion for the coubempletat erossing of the Napido River, nightly
patrole ware orghnized to cross the Rivers The course of the Rapido River
along the Regimenktml sector, to the wenb of ,It. Trogchio from Highway jf6 on
Lhe north Lo San Angelo in Toolice rt the south, followa & northesstern-south-
weabtern direction. Tha initinl tntelligenes InCormation securzd by the patrols
gave some indieation of the difffceltlen Lo bs encountered. The malin fenture
of the Repide ia the stifhnnoes of ite currend thnt floded Bpproximotely
five mwiles ap hoyr. As o yesult, & deep chrnnel had G53E gt With-nearly
vertiorl banke from 5 ke four Ceeb high. The sversge width of the River was
not over 15 yerds, but tto depth, dropping rbruptly from the bhonka to from
10 to 12 feeb in the center, preeented nn Additiopal hnzard. Fabtrols from the
2yd npd 3rd Dattaiions during bthe eorly houre of Jamsry 16 crossed the Hiver
and brought back thet informrtion pud the oot Llab the bridge in the vieinity
of Ban Atgolo in Teodice hnd been bloin by the retreating encuy.

During tho morning of Jananry 16, I, Col. Wyett athended B conference
with the Divisiomel Comarpder, At 11715 hours, %3 discuss the noxt 1‘.agiment‘.h1
moves Ooupany 'A' of the 755rd Tank Pettnlion was relioved from attachment to
the ilat Regimontel Conbnt Tesm. Arpengemente vere made with Conpany A' of
the 1l1th Enginesy Dattnllon for them to provide the necessary rubber
¢ollapsible boats to ewahle jotrols o croin the Repido River. The plens
called for ona erglpeor to Receompnry cnch howt, and to search for mines at
the embarking amd debarking polnte.

4

The petrols which crossed the Lispido River tha night of Jamuary 16-17 were
able to hring back informtion concernliy the evcmy defensive instellationa.
The Zrnd n1d 3rd Batteliope erch sent oub bwo patrols to orows B predanignated
points, using collapaibls rubbor hotba.

Only one patrol from tho 3rd Jathnllon wog able to cross the Kiver, becouas
of the difficulty encountered in unirg the rubber boatm in the awift current.
1% crossed in the viginlty just nerth of inu Angelo in Teodics. The patrol
reportod that the treon slops the Biver bnd hoon cub back to bebter the enemy
shearvation apd afford him a field of Tire, nud that there vero miyy enewy
automatic wenpon lnatallntions nlong the wentern bonk. A duble apron of barbed
wire fence had baen orected movernl tmndred yerds inlend, rumning parallel with
the River. The 2nd Jattalion pntrola were more successful, both patrols getbing

-
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fcross about & wile further worth, tn Lhn vieinity of the large '8! bend the
fizpido forma. Poth nf Lhens pabrole reported a doubla gpron of barbed wirs fencs
lied been strung nlowy bhe weatern bank ino thet vicinity.

On the night of )17 Joumtry, potreln alao maintedned conteot with the
ist Battalion of the Uiivd Infrakry flegiment which moved in furbher gouth

s on the Regimental left ¢lank.

During the dorknaon betwenn dnmunry 15 amd 17, troops from the 1ilth
Evglneer fotbalion rucacerded in opaning Lhe supply route eag fer na 8&n lucis,
A small village on the lowar aepthoern #lopas of Ht. Trocohio. The rong had
baen mined by tha covwg, Dy noon of bhe 17th, figlnvay £ 6 use oponed a8 far
northi 88 the poublera bone of by Trocehio. At 1800 heurs, Lt. Col. Wyati
attended a maating with Lhe Comnepd brg General of the Diviaion to dlscuna
the contemplated river aroansing.

Beyord continmed patrol Retiviby, tactlend movemsnts Tor the night of
Jaimmry 17-18 conslated of the 2qi Pettnlion's displacing forward on the low
ground to thoe seubh npd went or 1. Trosohio., Oonpany *A' of the 2nd Chemlonl
Dattalion, which brd been attiched 4o thy Viist Hepimental Combhat Teem, moved
in to the rear and right of bha 2ud Hntee1ion, The Anti.Tank Gompary of the
Regiment also displaced fornnrd, poiving inte position to the rear of nmg
betwoan the 2nd am 3rd Drtteliona. lirrnaning artillery firs to tie in with
the contemplated patyol foblvity for tha night of January 17th had heen CEy 485,08
ed with the 131lat Field ArtAllery finktollag,

The 3rd night patroln lwi pures sub bo nrose the Rapido, the night of
Jamery 17-18, Diviaion Hendgqunrtera bnd requeated that the activity be
concontrnted on obtalning Information of anemy strong points sgrosa the River,
ldentification of enomy unlte, and peasivle routes of tecessm elong the
approtohes from the east, :

A The 3rd sattrling Imtrola, attempbing to cross went op tho Regimental
soubharn sector, enn-unbored o grect dorl of difficulty with the rubber boats
and mine flelde anlong the anntern beulka of the fllver. Enomy artillery
soncentratlons further leoperad thelr movemenks amd only one patrol was apls
to get Across Lhe River.

The 2rd 3nbtalion patroeln, ons from Somprny 'BY and one from Company ‘P!,
hed more euccass. The initial plan hnd heen 4o work the pabrola acroans, haye
then eatablioh n atrong polpt om the fnr brpk by digging in, and Lhen to build
Lthem up to platoon atvargth npd perd fealers cut From thad I'aint further inland.
The 'E' Compnuy pntrat!, under Lb. Gabrinl L. Fevarrettd (0-2055833), of El Pasro,
Toxna, erossed amd was shie bo adyonos narrly 800 yards weet of the River..
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They then ustified the rlatoon, remRiviyg o long ble ¢a9tern bank of the River,

to crosse. AR soon ne the Pintann ping erodded, otemy waghins gune further inlapj

opened up on the patrol, Tl Plrtoon Liried 4 to flank the guns -

d ald the patrol, bug enconnterad Lrnvy w1l apga 2nd wortar firs. The petrol

srphged fn a running fire fight whing Tantod neirly twenty minutes, Sevoral .

mat, ineluding Lt, Paverrette, woyp v arled, but all oyr wen Were succosefully

v"  synsurbed, bLt. Maynrrethe, nlthongh wennded in the shoulder, swam hack &crosg

the River. Enemy ehRusiticn ingluded four killed and eight YWounded .

~ The collapaible rubbner boata hnd mgaty demonatrated bhat they wore fvade
equate for the tasrk op eramaing the Repida, The current wus far too swirt,
fnd the boats capairad rendily in fha awirling unter, Ip addition, omall
nliell fragmenta c8nlly punctured the rubker, remdoring the boat useloms. Fiva
of the seven hoata uaed by the 't Compaiy '

patrols the night of Jamery 17
Were lopab,.

The patrols reconneinanpce dinrcloncd klnt the eneny had formidahle wachine
gun installations belviid badge linea runnivg porallel with the River, and that
tHe gzuns were sp emplaced ap nu Ly oo

The reports slse conflrmed
¢erliear information that eprone af barbed ¥ire hnd bes

] n atrung in the arss he.
-~/ theen the River and the main onemy positiong Turther inlamd,

. During the arternoon op Janunry 18, engineers 1liid a emokte screep along
Highway #6 from the vieloiby of M. Forehin Ootth Lo the roed Junction loading
off tuv San Vittore, to ohacure at

my shoorvition of phat dred, and sctivitiane
. thking place along the road.

. Dompany ‘At ap g)g 111th Emgineay Brktrlion was relicved from ettachment to
the 141et Regimentel Uombat Temn darunry 10, Lurlng the night op January .
18-19, maveral op the Units Hikhin the Regimsntal Coobet Team changed position.
The Cannon Oonpiry moved inte congen led positions in the vieinity of San Lugia

ind set up their 75mm and 10%mm gune, The 1nt Urttnlion displaced forwerd

slightly from thetr former poaition, Oompang 'A' of the 2nd Ohemical Battelion
soved inte the msna logelity am the Cennon Compary, i

Un the afternoon of Jamnry 19th, the g
v o the southenat wlapen sf Nt Trocchino,
Q“ " jArgelo in Tecdice.. Thot rotervuonon, the 2
f Reginent wes attached to the Wint Regime

mentnl Qompnnd Post was woved
about two miles tiortheaat of San
nd Dnttalion of the 19th Engineer
kel Combrt Tean.,

Furthor patpol Bctivity wia engnged in during the night of Jamary 18-19,
Rrd January 1820, 1 preporation

for the Approcching crooving of the Repido
Rlve. Btrong patrols from eheh of the Battnlionn wers used, and the missions
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H wera almilnr to thore of Khn preyioes nighta.  the tnghtical plens called for

the pptrals &5 eroms the linyide dn robhber honba, catoblishing atrong polndas

on the far alde, rud thon notdfy tho pletsovn yemmining an Lhe esat bank and have
them work sersss, bullding the gobrels op L2 pletosn strangth. The petrols

would then work out from thet poink. 0ebh nightas, severe difficulties were
ancountered.

Tha primery difficulby wAs with eronaing in the rubber bonts, although
the patrols were also hempered grently by the resistance the enemy offered
with atrong wochine gun, nu Ll ryme rod morknr fire. This incressed the
difficulties of c'rtnﬂalufg, fod wadde recomninannes on the western side of
the Hiver sxtremaly difficnlt. cverrl of bhe petrols were fble to mnke
tholr way norosa both nights, nud uern Alile ko ghbhar yaluable information
needed in plannirg tho Hiver cronning. The nighy of Jamary 19th, the
potrols were inoréamed In nbreogkh, nnd A cons of sriillery firs directed
&t bthe eneny posibions, sisnintlog an oitnck, in order to forae bhe engmy
to disclono his gun abrength awd ponitiona,

_ The Attenpt Yo sross the lnpide Hilver wen acheduled for the night of
L Jamidry 20-21., The Z6bh Divieion Field Order covering bthe operntion wae
lamuesd Jrguery 10th, cREALIGING N7 ordeFd Tor the l4lat Regimental Combat
Team, directirg thot hwo Mitelions of $he 1410t Infantry Regiment attack
fAoroas the Rapido commencimg At 2000 hewure Jopunry 20bhe The 3rd Infantry
Bgiment was ordered to stbock in conjunstion with the 41at, sarding. two
Buttallony norosn the River south of San fwgelo ned cooparating with the
h1at in the capture of 9nn Angalo the following day by abbtacking from the
south. The 54th Division on the Régimental right flank was to mrka 2 de- . s
mopatratlion further nerth, bhub wes not to eross bhe River. 1I Corps Artillery ";-.
wan directed Lo fire proparatory flros to reduce onomy installations alorg I
the westarn bank, precedirg the 14lst Combot Teanm Artillery Fire. o s

The Aegimental Fleld Order waa lsnued tha 19th af Jamery at 1400 hours. o
The lst and 3rd Dattalions were directed t5 move into & finnl agsenbly nren, s Y
logated within the hill defilnde hetwzen Ehe oouthern bip of Mt. Trocchio, N
8nd la Plotm to the seuth, durlrg the houre of derkness on Jaruery 19-20, from s
which point they would move forward to wmeke the orcesing. To aid in

tha attempt the 2nd ALirlion, in Reginentnl flecervd, woe ordered bo make

& demonstrabion cronaing in the vicinity of Sen Awgelo, approximntoly one mile

Bouth of the proposed croovsiny nlhes. ; .

The lat Bettallon objockive conrinbted of the high groumnd due west of the
croseing aita, 1000 to 1500 y.vds inine, yhile the 5rd gattalion, ueing the
anme erofislig pointe leter wers Lo move bo the nouth aboub the soms distanoe
inland, and take the high granmd to Ll weot behind San Angelo.

B

SEZ2ET ‘




I B A ST B AN U R B A F IS s}

N R T RO

DECLASS I p
e ED mye
e
By f ‘{Frl”“’r LU 3123 81 t7am

ed ot SECT
! A e Z—i { 10N 4.8 M
LRV F: a0 25 MUDTBS

The coraningn were Lo be ehtempbod §n the viclnity of the '8' bewd or
tha kepido Kiver, silbnnbed rhout & @ile west of the southern tip of Mt. Troechio
and epproximnbely in front of the aiddle of tho Regimentl sechors CompPuics
Wty tEt, amt Y2, eronsipg Cirab hy wefns of rubber amgasult basbo were Lo
Irunch bhie abtock ab 2000 heurs Joponry 20, A4 2100 hours the rifle conpanies
. from the 5rd gattelion had the wission of coming next, by means of foob
‘ tridges %o be inebolled uorbh npd pouth o tho '3Y bond. llegvy vweapons olemonts
e erd the Battslion Headqurrters Compraiee of hoth Battalions were to follow im
f ‘ the foot bridges.

The enginsering aquipment necennsry for bhe operatlon woe spolied by the
2nd Battalion of the 19%h Englurer Regluwent. In eddition, they were directed
.bp install en Peton InfRnbry support bridge by 2400 houra Lhe night of the
attack to endble the Reglmentol opd nthnlion Anti-Tank cloments apd vohiculsy
traffie t7 cronn. lhey alto furpinhed piider Lo lead the men through the mine
— flelde to the crossing silben, mid perscnnel Lo sperate the bost crossirge. The
i Cennon Qompsny moved inbo firing positions in the in Picta hill defilnde on
Jammry 20th, prepnred Lo oupport the ntgrek ou the 2lat by dirsct fire on tergeta
of oppertunity. Comprooy 'A' of the 2nd Chewicnl 3aktalion weg prepared Lo exec-
‘ ute smcoke missiops on osrdere The 155th nud 175th Field Artillery Battaeliens
b _had been placed in support of the 131lsk (ield Artillery Battelion, to execute
' the artlllery berreges.

During the dey 11 ht houre of Jrpwary 20th, the lot sud 5rd Jattalions
woved into the forwnyl nancwhly nren. Engincering equipmont was brought for-
T ward, am placed in n bonk dump near the f£lmml sesembly orea. At 0850 hours
gcaptain Young, tho Hegimonbnl 3.3, checked nrrangementa with the loglmental
Communieotione Officer for tha leying of wire for the nights operation. Lines
from the forwerd Reglacubnl switeh Wod to be pub Into eech of the Jaktalion
Uompand Posta, bthe [innl nonoahly nrea, nod the proposed erosslng osites ab the
River. Durirg the mornins 023 wsbAricd Cnphodin Yourg thet the rifls unite
vould uee red smoke rifle greunden o tidicdte opot targeta and orenge amoke
hand grensdes with time fusesa, ploccd well nhwad of our units, to indicrte
emetny lines of rosisbrnce. Thenn nigonls would serve as erbillery registerirg

;' polnta.

H

' An edditiom] communlcation sozyice wno wode available for the river

IO operatian in the fors of esrrier pigoons. Light were furnished to the Regiment

: by II Corps, tho phgeen loft hefig lmaked nb I Corps Heedquarters. The 36&h

N Division had comauntention naryieen ot Lhe foft to forward and hurry any incom-

‘~} irg information imuedintely. The pigrons were to be used only in case of
eNEIgency.

: The Regimental Mein Line of Hesiotenee rin gencrolly north and aouth, froom
e the forward eleprs of !ft. Trocchio, namth cersas the high ground wedt of la
Piete to the lower pround opponite San Amgelo in Teodice. Tho stream line
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bl nniedd s e g undy o llel with b Tlae, the torrein rising seede
unlly bowsrd Lhe oesh faoag Uipe adver Yol oruaed slapes s . - oo shio,
and e pleta furbhaor o oobh, [RF RN I IO T asenbly oree {u the 4311 dafilide
vetween b, rocchio sl oin riekh, the lob apd srd snttelions hed t3 VR
Ehroogh tada dpen borrain ta the 'S0 g cva3sing; 3itea Bperoxizately one
wile 43 U went ] alishtly nmrbh.

The groved an the vetl rg aide s Lhe Livor wos  wnerstly 1o around rising
bowerd bho weub, st of e borrin woa v vretopingd by open rolling flelds
tobrrersoaes vith hedpe lieey o drede o owiteben. L thin fringe of treca
clomg bhe e bod uon ot cret ke oapferd the enuuy betber oboervobion of
the River #p povehen., Fmy de frnges vers wpuized behind bhe hed, 2 lincs
romaing throsugh the spep srovndy mad rian ghe pong running through this rren
north froa Sew Ancels Bppracbohedy 100 vondy Prag fhe Biver, aug Arirotching
Ea within 200 yrade in tiw vicinily of bhe P50 Lopd, hrons of borved wire
fences were ohring foross the fielda betweny Lhe rod bad bhe Liver. Phis
woa the o bure o Lhe berrrin the sk fep fonntel Uaainy Team had ¢ Bthrel
tocross and scize roas 4o 230y .

An inkenag rbillery bores oowis 09d dawn Bisr b3 bl -t osek, by 1T
Lorps Artillery npd bLhe Artilicry vuibs fbteched o hhe Comort Tean, lifting
to deeper bnrpete vn bhe opboolk frogresiacd. Dver 31,000 rounds were poured
Inbs tha apesy amit aun, ankurnting Lhe tres with one round far cvery 6
IquAre yorda within Lhe rres gonscrned. ab WU1H houre the al'ternson pre-
ccding the attrok, hamriery tlrnes jorParmed o barbing miagion oo the Wesburnp
gide of tho ;Bpidos norti 20 San Ay o la.

3y 1800 hours, donucry 20, bho easculd clowents of the Iasg dattelion,
Crmpanise 'AY, "' and 10! hnd o borred the il nauenbly orew erd wero
proceeding to the Ewrineeripg: boenyg dump Lo plek up thelr ooabs ryd puides.
Turing the nftornzon enciy ahell fire jed dratroved several of Lhe brota within
the dump, and =t the fast minute rednaignacuta of boat tesmo hed to be made .
Thiz waa acromplinhed sud the ho*t tenss proaceeded bowerd the craesing sites nt
tha itiver, led by the eiglocer pubica. Qrploin leimen, bhe Uommwending Ufficer of
the 1st Battelion left bhe dump b GO0 ftmies with ¢ owire perty to cstnhliah
the lst dattalisn Corured Crmmopd Tasth w6 bhe L lver. )

The initiel difflenttien af i yoerfbkian were encountered in ehtembing
ta geb the bort teows bo tle cyowalin, allea. Gospooy 10' left bthe hoot dump
ina coluan of hart trmgg at 1907 fymipen, prooocding bovard the tiver, apd by
1930 haurs bath Conprsy AT and Coamprny 137 fed sberbed an their wey. while
brocceding froa the dunp Lo the ap wain, site, the engineer puides with 'a?
Conpany wisaed the proper tirning poaint lerding Lo the '3% bend, and led the
Compony geveral hnndred ¥yrreém jast ru' into Lhe vicinity of the Jettaltion
Fewerd Gomwnad Fast. The ecolimn hed ba e terned, nd o yreet deal af confus—
isn rasulted, during which an e et llery onrro e wia leid luto the
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Bred. Sovernl wmep, b led by, e etm i dnlang 5, linpmanson (0—354116) of
Whartoan, Texnn, were filled, nud svey Laenty vers Woaunded, Duang bhem

bbe Frbin po Tully (15052075 5p ~Wienao, (1linoia. In Bpite af iia
wotindo, hovever, L, fully woa leiely it rumental in reorsanizing the
Company npd eobivning St on tto winglon, Finelly he collopged and was
evacueted., Bevernl ap ghn Borte hrd e deatrajed during the shell fire,

3y 2030 houra, ougincering pulden ey reporbed L3 Capteln jewman that
'A' Gongeuy npd 100 Gomproy bed reseleod b fiver with their equipmant.
inter reportn, houoy vy Amdiarted Lpmp fp0 Ymprnoy hnd seen led inbs p w’ne
field tnd atrowded, bl srifeeer quidra hevins lagy their wes bechuse the
white tBpe orriing Lho olepped enen dmd boey Ioap op destroyed. it, Harren
Je Jenglay (O-I?ﬁ?f."f‘f-i) sl ke ¥ernoan, Indinya, wen woupd.d while leadine ths
Conpany Lo tlhie tiver, mid 1. tlepeges o, Arbymoavich (C-120%411) »p Detrait,
cichispu, toa aver the o HENY kL thempLed ba contoet the datteliagn
Commendeor. All Nis elfarba filod, Jranpe ry 2nd Lt. asrtysovich attoghed hila
vomprny ba Zrd o bhnifap elewonte whiah ld gase ur bo awalt the inatellatiap
al the faot urid, es.

The vonp ny '5% Giddes Lilewtse Foiled to et their Conpeny through to the
cr2asin, siten, Fallowing bhe enpliop dinarganization or the Conteny, two
aff'icern were 3cpb b yre musiber pothe throwih the aine rields to the litver.
They uere notole by 1se: for bhe (nbnhg, however, sod ot 0230 hours, Januery 21,
Captedin iowsrn ted Lhe o - viuy bBlirouss L Lhe vicivity 2f the *3' pond. The
men of boe Coapnoy then 1 Lie wpbed o Lunch bhe asacugt pat8, but 81l Lhcip
ellorts wern uncyailin . Jhe steey woolis nod euift current wede it imposaiple
bo et the vanta Juba 1w ver uprigint e :ravent bBhiem {rom cepaizing.
3hell froguwents daatroyed tua of the russer bseia Lhe Uompauy hod, and the men
vwere Lhen ardered to disperae In the rres o vuzit the faoboridges.

Heavy enowy resiotenec VR i atutered throughout these spereétione, tnd
the Srédllery end mrarboy ancenbrotiosgg direetbed 2t the oraoveing siton were
bhe primery dier 2Hing ol dis wrrnitingg feshar, Wopliing conotantly undey
bhe well cosrdinnted Cutay Clro, Lhe nnike uepe untole Lo greceed o plenned.

berisdie reporte 1y 1y Hrovd rnr gy negleent received at the heg-
inenbnl Conwrnd . dat §dies U P A R R sxperiencing siwiler diflficul-
ties in Athenptin Loy oy caeny o Cren,clae Lee Janeny hed sucerdded
in crassing by paty, iy Iura, (g 1y Z0, hot nll Abbewpta to ioatall
f20F brid es hid foiled, rod they wep Blicn + Gtemy ting b3 ioprovivse woaden
bridees,
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aitua bu ho oan et ond bthe £aob brdd cee the rd it
Liadisn gergaopel vere L w13t P e vod rpong diffieulty. .0 Lhe
Four arid oo which vere b s e insie il Sy 5Ta s Fegtlve And nover bulen
fraa tho reddneor dingpee Anctdo 1ol heey dustvoyed Lu o mine field en route
52 bhe wiver, and o Lhivd deatyoseed gy the vieinity of the craseing sibe oy
artillery Tire. llonee ouly e servigeble fooh vridpe wea available 2t Lhe
crameing slte, bub 4t v Fiundly dpatnlled iy silte of &b di0fisnibics oud
ihe encmy Lira folling Lo bhe nres. Do, g S, She se dncobel 5-3, and

caghein Ld tr cord (0 rd o mbbelion -3, wore nb
bhue erosalng erud were inobyws nlod o Pivenlio the installsbisu, boam b be iy
srmuaies PAY Aand b vere peo i d o ol ) e wer shorbly efter Q40

howgo, Jamuory 21,

R oAt

PAAED RS BT R A R AT

Oanbimeed rid o et e e Wy e R Lbory Piro s ehiecsl ba
custruct the preecodine, e o0 woere s fered, adbh wounded owd 110w

2de Afber Owaprnien YAY s Pt gy S, Lhe enginesr porssanel were
Parced by 5 onplon the ori e soa nile a0 Lhe g sncenh iyt bion of iucoting tirae.
anbnegitnt b3 bhrt hiee, iy o den Iros st ey 130 sucperded in Lebting
IWeT e

The DTad o Srhbmiian rarrall cleasobr bhed wen ale by oenrry thetr schodule
through 9 frpr oo 0fting L tle divar, bab oo gp She oeloeoaba apraserd Lhe
niszht of Jamery 20.21, Caly oz wrddie hodl seen Lpata lied, mud npihy ol
the 1ot Intgalion yer Sdvon prieriby i oabed nerpes Firat, Abtoaabn oy fhin
Tod Zetbalion of the bW bt dediwnt b oecomatrust the eight toan taleabry
suppart bridpe hd heen b8 el Svadputed, At D420 hours, Jeyarry 21, it
Balng obvimng Lheb bhe supgpoart Prbloe amildets be instnlled that el ht, anbl-
fank ond vebloulny elements bhoth 3o . 1 ocichednlded Lo ¢ross vere notified Lo
ronaln In bheir former | asihionm.

At 0515 houra, Jang gy 21, deuer to.. L, 4 rey 4he Auniutent Diviaiospal
Gomanader, | rve srdera Lt 217 e leae nha a6i1] s bhio side of the siver be
Hithdrawn Ly the Avacanly sree e Uae dopurenk, ood Bheh Blee g uho ad
sucecedod In gebbley, foyose o boctpantod Bo Y3 dnowb their presont wositisen
tnd hold,  this nrder ea Jivan Lo Bhe Ist nee Tpd atbolisn Porssed [rgs FIRARIY
samabo, mod bhe unihba oh Lhe vigin 'yl T ar eromolu; aibes withdeeun. Lb. 0ol
sdwin i, Hichnrdoon, the Zed v ke lion Sogpling SO0vicer, o owoabein Ford,

Whe Srd Battalion 8-3 wers wounled nt Lhie bridge croaasin oad fi'd L2 be evae
ated.

ALL coukael with the aen - cpacg bhe pdad 2 wag Yk oy bhe narning of
dvamery 21, and bheir vherensoaty sn Ll wesh e a5 s MY reraribely
devermined. il2 Pttowgde o ovabenlish sowwonier bions wibh Lhes vere lieff-
cetunl, The sourdd 29 apeoris ot 1Ly an Cire heord during the orning vl dey,
however, dvdieobed bt She re oy o0 peed suba b vtislly inland fros the Hiver

toward the weab.
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Information raseived Irom saveam b wmuanded wen wie nanagad b work thair
wiy tck during tha dayii ht indientad that tho snita dorose Lhe [(iver on the
winbk bank had m:ffarad hanvi ly. tonskant atsliing of their positions pre-
Tenkad any affaghurl raar sizekign ot (hy map gr Aty turther progress tow: rd
abjsotivenr, AL} somminiantion wea Hepataarly basond rojdiire pagualtisg
ingludad kil lad, wmundad, mi suna evpburad; snd RE 200 houra Januury 21,
The Rogimantal 5-3 astimmtsd that tha Regimant had guffared u 7% reduction
in strangth.

Lé. col. Wyttt hald n saabisgg ok bha ey lmants]l gommand poat at 0wQO
houra, Jumuary 21, ®ith Hia mit paimirilargy of the [egimental gombat Team.
Flnng mare mads for contiming Hie mftempb Lo onphture the ohjectives srargaes
the piver. Origlnally this plorw g Ly aroen 4k noon, with the 2nd and 3rd
Fatbaliong Ry Agerull o lamant 1, By dirsebion of the Commnndiny sansral of
tha pivision, howovar, f-lour wia mak Isek ungil 1200 hours, und wag lutor
dalayad until 2W0 hours, Junmry 71, e ko (Milure of orogaing equipment

to arri¥e on tira and mechnnionl diftics Ltias.

The orosging waa agrin atgemphed st 2100 hours, January 21, by the 2nd
and 3rd pattalionns, with similar mi arlong, aeyuipmen b und plans, The ih3rd
Infantry Reglment was 6pain ;oin, bo crogs on the iegimental léft flnnk,

sruth of gan Angelo.

Similar diffieuitian, both maahanienl sud dus to entemy {ire, were encount-
arad that had baan sxparisnced the wi ik bafore. The sasiulit boats werae
Again proved bothlly inndigutta jor tho ba gk, ¥any cupaglzed in the swirt
eurrant, and othern wera randared rnelans by snemy mortar und artiliery firasa.
Tha engingar foot bridges wars liknwign imaibiafnetory, thou,h some of thae
peracnnel ware nble to croga tharaby. iho smjority of men wio crossed did
mo by means of dfmprovisad foob bridgan. Pinag nluny the approaches to the
erogging, altes orsated additiounl sariaus Juizardg.

in splte of the difficulkiaa, mawrly w11 tha units wore able to ek
rorors the mpide the night of i Pial af Jrminry. By G055 hourg Jannary
22, Comprny 'RY wis Acroaa o epptng vt toliowsd lemedintely. The fag-
imantal gommanding officer, Lh. ml. gyl hind dolt the Zegimentsl pomusnd
Poab at 2000 houras, and wonk Lo bhg forwrd I tuwunbs l gomeand post %o alay
in closs contact with tho prossadiv,a, The Jrd nttalion, then under the
ammand of MAjor Roberk g. telffay (U=31)193) ol Brackenrid,s, Taxts,
migemwdad in ereoting mud miinbnining n fool bridce noross the Repido gouth
of the tgf band, sid by 035 houre, Junuary 220 rgr and rpe gompan ies had
orogsed £o the wesb Lenk. i+ gampiny eucomdierad great aifficulty in turn
with Lha rubbar aasault bonka and a fuut by Lidga they had sscured I[rom the
enyinaering dump, And had bewn nhle tu geb anly n few of tieir men soross
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Goarnry PiYoana LT T Pedneed, tirw b awn il eleneabs suecceeded in erassing
Just belspe doun.

Slaeabe of Lt e el Spd bty TEoay i ik rhord apd Huadgquarters Gom-
yrnics, pod Jxncuies THY e Y41 epopans Do bately aftor bhe rifle cospunies,
ahorbly after D400 Woores Jdawerry 07 ay erk r oand arbilisry Cire bed nob
heop goits fu Dokeaive or cemmepbee bl fa 10 bed 2w the previous pight, bub
wan peesming inoronaingly hetey R rd morning. 3y 9939 hours, Conpanles oL
vpt, Pt RLE, FEP, Al TR, mpe e dessnbo ool 4o esanies 1t e fPY and of both
i autrrhe v U finles Were 4oraed.

aettallon Hendeunrters el B

ALl sttemptn b dnniniloo vspponh i iden wers ungucoasat, fl vere 2T e
doned 8402 foura, Joopr o Ul Liee mamieners ordared 4o brivg up ol
fqatall & failey bridpe bnibend.  Dhe grojest was cerrisd forvard, prepiratliona
wegun an bhe spprorchag, el Lhoeoognioaaand srthersd in the vieinily 2f the ‘o7
Seed ol he HAver by DATO boaps, Jranire 2%, Lyemy fires, hodever, frustrntad
any sffoctusl affortas t3 owapleba G farhalletisn. Ab 0630 hours Dlviaisp Hesd-
quertars nobified Lt a1y dpatt Livn §oner 1o lter wanbed work on Lhe nridge
canblimiad in spibe of ancay Tire. Thia was soaplisd with, bubl the ablempls
wern ineffectur ds

dzports recsived fwog the ioed juftubry Hegiment bhroughout theo night
Dalionbad bhab bhey Tl Bl THs e o L cebbing 2oross. dy 0345 hours
they reporbed one PELD 1w roreed, sat 7L U0 houras, that all thelr uniso
wivs fepaaa ol wera veerlving heavy morter sod cryiblery fira.

1n srder La sbroure oooay shtorytkivn of units scross the River, 8roong-
menta hrd been wvds B0 ploer ooale o3t ¢ Pans hiie capido and on b, Tracchiag
LoPare down an Jewery PR. (hTo word g7a sdetailed b2 the slepsnbe 2f Lho lsb
Jattalion which kadu't suseoodel Lnoerowsing bhe nizht of Jamnry 20-21.
svar S0 oot were ploesd awd teef e devin, ond sdditimal snes set sub
durin: She doy b5 wh fubnin the ncpeen.  The ob3 vare ploced well upind, 82
na pot t9 rovenl moy apecific Iogntlsn af soblivitilou.

1i bl

Tite 21d and Sed Cobbelions, oo or T, Cpaaved Porward towspd thelr 2l
jretives.  degluming : bt d byl crey Tipe of #11 bypes begen to ingrsftoc
ity intensity fros the iorefn B frnmioe ietelletiona tulawd Pros bhe Blvers
In soihe 37 £y abpons gr giobopes, lho ponosdore thle Lo jom trote tho first
spsel b ot rerbrh e e, sthich inehuled orenking throvsh the barbed

wire epraons atrung bhr o b bhe opew or wind weak of the @ imr, Thwoe qrhpinbiong
yagied From 200,000 wordn try ol the ivers ey md thle ¢leiance, boohuse af

the curboin of ennmy Cire nmd khe heray crantlyicn vyany tho finers and
enlisted jen, bhoy wera umble to procnad, snd wers forced to dig in om

praltion. The open i o, sas Cappein sabjestod Lhe treoje €9 nll typesa of

apemy [ire, which ¢ sk onb e auaph the et
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Bllenpbo were o e gy iy she oy ving of drmy Yy 22 45 reorgnnlze T ¢ope
Eime Lhe o1 4 Srind amjeebivea. TS S IO foura, o4, oal, brice yisiteq Lha
et I T S TR v panh, gl ke 0oy Vad Trd fatialien Izrward

Cornd fanks gy bhe REkern aide ot e vlver b choplt bhe Albuntiong g
expedita nu | oano iy, Poorudis bion. AL 1100 hours LY. oa, dye bl ey n 17 1=
Bge Lo each of the wnenr o tud by OGP Pigcps, directing bt .- T sk
withdrew nprang tiin rlyey, Lhet conkiiung Bhbempte hnd |3 ¢ wmade b3
rg@nize, dig iu, ngg brive; Fivee opip by oy, droazainet the oneqy .

At nasn, Lhe o SRR R SRS f 5 PR Whe 2o Sagbe]lisg fFavined ghe Hesdmenss b
R A S I TP U T S TN e were lseapad alyant, GC0-70u0 yrrda neoropga
the Blver, naql, op the (8] wphad Yire line, opd Luat 4. SChbrlion Heada
uarters ;rooen vy o, et gy yreda eloser 4y b River. The penstreat.
ioma were e L A SR N L e, sl b oggapy Ll ooy, fhe sazhout g ha
day, edvapgn ., VRS s ibantly fngeg, F Iinllp in enomy firing: L affect FOrs AN
fzatiom, 50t o te) g crshrng e Pavaaptinhaent dys ), Y difficultles 28 ¢
BEnieE LI an, 1 gy, Loy aed Ty Fire 4 e Bhire ko Twririaply ciyaed, merely
fnercrsie, e e lresdy Pty v 1oy, - ik naon, dewurry 22, the Aepizental
d-3 eatipnteq Elat bl Froduebing i thren L% gny SPEFaximnte ly 25,

A
. 1700 bsarr, by AR L STET 1) PP LRURtb iy CfPicerg pp abl Lie
drd fud Cpg s A ltons, Paelhor wing oy Ll o wLuR Jomeenders, with the
excaplion of - L S T T aeen BilTed g vitirleds  Telephone oome
9] municoblong ulich B bren s inbodged gy Lreat difPicultiey frov time to
4 ine thrrin, ths doy Btdogaag irmhrisv!lbly Laste ofp gty ta resupply awmip.e
ition, LA TE I FTRN S HIre g 1y Wt iling, sivge oy Tien caupletoly
comAndod bhe lyer Hior snd the THiryehen ta the eceatl,

Durin, the oiterussn pr detussry 000 4y Mot Ly tipapt eneny fire {rog
bhe men seysar by, Alvor una g, LR T SR Ti%th Tank Jottelian.
Capbgin Copslapd ap 3 Fal A S R Jhyehont 4yq plotoong of traoka ta Appranag
the Ltvar in the vietnity of tie Provicemly pued ereszing sites, ane ta hand

P bomrd wpe goukhy 0 Lhe sbhey bogepg MR onerbhe U foaes during thise
SPerotion fired ipty f1,. TR positiong, hat Pelicd to Brots;iivh the reaylts
deaired,

At Plyrowierteh Yn Brtirs, ey 23, U N S2n A gerierg af
crnbers s ohe PRFAEEL b s bl e DApkn,  The orly duferantion ayadle
ahle a4 Lheae ebbocka oot agpg 3P dndtividun "coounta af s Jurvivara, did
Ak best peflagy beosrpiong o, tiahe Twme Logd dam to screan
reorgenization cetivitds: . . PorhooNr e shscured 2oy ovareell picture,
tpd sredtly aidad . ey oy Sitar bhoek,
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Theae ploocd booetlr ceasunta fodlber v L0 4 3boeh L fodirn, Joyutry
2y the gl E 0 g ok s cky Ly 1 oL ap st bhe
vk lose Bdon rost Give o bhoof »or vuiba, il vhwb v s o orionaieg of mon.
This cabtimmed bl ofiml, o iara, whopn o s ounbur-to gt af oy proe
partiong was hroe bh Lo ey Sn b oo 3f m cislrs leowente B ord Gittar
Pimtbing rejulsed £0ia nod aowrst 1 cpioab etbeapby by the screnes Lo
worran She fieuranhel povitiong, oy w1t nalde, howoyor, Lo gnin s
well defiund concmplt 20 wr | i..w?} v c 1 opoaibione, and f‘fuquw»u!,}y
sobartte the enblics posihlon with royr 500 pamentrakbiong af rriillory,
aorkap ] cuhownhie wen on fires. e U ysarg, ar foroon :ﬂrf.?
aeerly ek of wwanuibions Fhe e w0 o vy Sl wosuubepr bireka hed Lo
oo Parkher hesvy boll do eropdiics re g Levnou, trg db da brlieoved thing

ra lirgely wip:d out ow Leb , kbl Agericon gesll sras
Plre waa hpord tug 1o ra 7500 bimpa, (h 69 Eii’j‘-é.r:ulh fonogod iutihe Lhe
puany lopooa, ¢ LT s W Bliw oy aw

She asegre Ioancs anfiered graael v oatige covision of plang for aper-
ahiswt Do Lino of N0oaf dnppy 2. Lb. O eyttt dpd glven wmdors for
cunbinusd ntteupts to foatnll a i by soroin bhu adver, rod 8 ooovor i
{ovge froes v oo P20 0 b g weeied Lo croaroin witee b :
arginger fersounct. The v ewey una dichnbod by fhe sweed Lo
elomsnte Boraos oo nonn o o oraihli, AL
zutineers Were dirented © oo vmlan Lhe o
forecn was withdrwia.

Lofictoradd
W ohours, Jaouery 22, Lwov'r, Shl
e abbewpt cod Lhe covering

e DG

aiprleing olewonba of fhe Yo Viras, supplow nbed by the
aem why bl Boow s ooio Loy o srods bhn Lo ilde ofPectod
dvih oapgenlzation Livy oo ld o b o, ‘;’!ik of the Hiver.

The Ward Lor nbry e deenh bed cneasvhered oiilo v cirounabenges 1n
atben bing to entebiioh oo bald a brideechond ropass the River. Thay bad
withdrawn esrlicr, Lhelr vu by ol regparted ek norzas bhw BEpido during
tha afternoran.

The vitern=sn +f Jonwe ¢ s il LY Lowspn, bobl dtvinn linpelle, one
2f Lhe adier ] ald s free Coamany A o D g ovene nd
Pond benring # nshe porporfed s ooros Lhe ey ron pee 1, e ey ’351114*
Tar 8 cesastisg 20 Aadtill gy Lhims Y on ougly 10 Jeranns §32
evannate Lhe foeyoegn oo Evi. ornells brd baen oupbirsd
the wornieg =f Jeae ry 71, PorLbennt Lo grooa, end bt nern
atteading bhe sarricr g sl rusy cfoe fopelon oo owibidy B g oormnn
F B S A5 el [T RN SEE THRVERS Y S AR T e af frash oorstn reploce.
ments dwd roported Dabe b Ll g of Joquery Z2. 0 e hod anen
relemned asont vorae {0 Lls i noba, cwd hod wde BT ogre Teost b
this apde. -0 o 7 gitnre 3l the uote tod tle olrowbrnsed

vty Do
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surpsunding bhe trenzielisn, the rote wed dnterperbed So keving hron lesirned

suly B9 £ ruse t- cecuy 3ol vy omwe srbillery fire.

Ferryin; prbroly were orgepised "o i night of cenery 22 S0 atbenmpt o
gompurtlente #ith bhe western side ol Lhe bepdds by order to bring brek any
ven who right bavs remsdned bn Lhelr csilies - dive or Wourded.,  These wore
voayniling seenuse of Lhe conbtimud Loraru contral of the River bank awnd
the siprocchza by Yhe erafe AL R200 hora Jepumry T2, 1t was estiatted that
the fegiment bad seffered n 3.7 & redustlon in ssreugbh, the cetimated strewgth
af the snbtalions af bBhet Lime bedvy tv foilaerm

Jffigers wnlivted licn
let Jattnlion 21 297
2nd gattellon 1h e
“ri dattelion 12 271

Approgimetaly acaurabe Cipures on bhe water »f oo cuauglbies suffored
duritg the wrpL1a Hiver osperstious, cowpiled oftar bors deteils were learned
ere og [alhavat

Officern inliatod Hen
Killed in nction 0 a7
Waunded 1n action e 511
iseing in sctiom A7 Gad
Total Coausltlen, "B 1002

The ZGth deconmiisannze Trov) wes cdbrcehe-d 52 the Mlab Infantry o bsont
durlng the sfternoon of Jrwsry 22, rric vily b2 execubte potral wlasiove.
Lurtmg the night, they bid sow 0 b e byaln il Y397 the River, and had
cutehlished frae gtroug painte @ o Lhe Droah of ths Rejimental southern
eector. The 2nd Jostalion, wwior Lb. Cote Jolu U b adnas (0-15716), who
hed oo racoably msnigued Lo Lhe o foenl, vro du doi'cwrive posibion alomng
khe weatern slopza of Ia Iisk, with the Drd b7, Shen under Captein
Carthel Iiv Lovpou (0-7h2073) af don Antoal sy, 3,30 bhelr left flank along
bhe lower promel L2 bhe sasbhe The ok fil’ ‘21, umder Captain ilewwsan, waa
lo2atad b2 the rear of the 2od Jntisilon, iy ,;x."_i.nenhal resarve.

Hotry amsle %3 3creen fetiylbics dn Lhe vicintty of the 'S bernd in the
River wis }aid down during the dnrylisht of Jomuery 25, by oonany ‘AY of the
2rd Chomieal sngbnlisa. I0 Jarpa Argdllory Uniso led requeslod thet Lhe orea
be allmwed $5 cletr {0 fiorenac bheir ohnrrenbion. Lftor checking with

.
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Seneral Gilbny, ‘tvvovor, bhe maabidey sr s anntin e 59 " gilitnte the return

of fy 27 vir azn 3bLll Rorns bl bty Jdoe i bey e Lo cab hagk.

sStoments of the TOIh ioind o, P linlivg bhe Bylst eginent, wers 9 irectod
to demoststrote alroy, Iy trowned Shn fiver durirg the ni bl of January 23-24,
to slnglete + crosoing in thnl sepboar. fhe doasuatredion was 3o divert att-
enbion from Hle Th5Lh sieisn, or Whe jegdiaapkel rizht flank, which was Lo

avtempt to ecopture ¢ Plaw mul Lo Phr duanabpab ion
o * i
Wiz 2120 houra, L gy . i Ly PR R

] v B AR N T S RS A
a— Ve sdmenh vt Gooprig Tab a8 e 21d Chemicel dgritelinn wap

bering 2ttached &0 Lhe kb Livied My o Ferbive ntb oouce, ard Lhet they were ta
iove dnto the 348h Divielon soclor a1 a99m ns rorgible,

1y Trova o whg onaplh, g

Furtbnr nteemphe Lo 3, boaive ity wen reat inda, seress W L lvar vare ifd e
A3 asom A0 dosknres g dLiol the vipht af Japusney REe2h. Urdera siora siven
to the leb Sattalion et 199 howns thet they weuld nend two patrols -yt with
Bt Thiilp ¥, “ptmen (0-1290000 3, »F Faoria, Iilipois, from
Chral oan b aianiop, They ron oty - Tas
Lo siver,
za ferd

that misnion.
G Jompnmy orpeuized 1 Ly ni

Plaldy z2a) ganll “yun 25 o0 1oy reomadbe bk as bhimy oo v gt
and in n3 much da Shoy Ird Lo 1o oal in befars the tdae of Lo dg
Irronntration ot 2100 Looen, Bhoy TH mnl 2tbragl the erongldng. st 2750 hours

©they 2gain set oub sie Lheir alarion, hal with n» grester guccesa.  MNachine

gun sud norter fire from the elosnly punrded westarn banlk prevenbed any
srosnlng.

Tha follavin; avraing, Jroanry 29, 5 eheal frau the lat dattalion were
fpatn seat oub under Lb. Jrbenp.  In rddini e ko dctirehing out any woupded
remiinlng alive, tho pobral wee to frel Wk and locate any enemy strong poinbts.
Ualrny the rubber bontas, tihe Prhral siro chilu L3 aross thia &ime With 1ittle
rpesibion. Following thin succrna, Plona v Lrazdintely wade to caploait
Liw p?az&ibllity of eateblishive vug boJds o e ldey head sa b wenfern e Wi
F20b bridzes ware ppothed hy tha Enrineera, ood Smipany 'O nlerted to be
ready to crooa.

The initial auccana Lhwt Liw ol el one “unbered, hiowever, wns shorte
Uved, They hed been pule Lo per bt anvernl hungred yarda bryond the Hiver,
atd hed locnted mhny bobish sl soveral aen obill rlive., Their Activities drow
Irereradvgly hesvy fire froq aneny otrcoep poinhs firgher inland, and they wero
Twenl to withirag, Artillavy Cire o 0. 9y sarlilone &wd smoke sereeuig
febivities were ordered t9 0id thie rlrol in vitlrdrawing . Purther attempta
£ inatnll foot bridges were postpmed unkil Atter darknoas. The patrol
returnal b2 the lot 3atbaliom Commu Lost ab 1500 hours, January 24,
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Ihe Zoth cdvisisn weo o sip opboved b ato ;o & denonstrabisn of ¢ River
erosasing the ni bt 2f Jreersee TH-200 0 The s eobivitien af Lhe 24bh liviastan
for bhe night of Japewry 22000 bed beoy erneellod lote bhe night ocfore, ood

/' eot lor bhe follwaing wi bt, [Phree o erabe Slemonstrs tisns werc uteped, betweon

2150-2250 hoara Jeourry A, el o lueen 0930-0130 houra tpd O530-0430 hours
Jroeory 2%, foan attew b Ly eontpin Fir oenesy in his present poaitioan
until dewn. Teuks frow Lhe 750D feek nttalion perticipet ¢ in the dewnon-
gtrabinsn, moving towned the iver pb tho rrevioualy used bridge eibes ot the

3F bend, end Tiring mreross fubn rucay poatbiong.

Owlog t3 thie neceaniby of easrdivetive Acbivities netween Lo demonatration
periode, the night of Jrownry 2405, and fecreneingly beney oneay ertillery
fire, proposed pinns to duatall Cosb b ldren mersss the Hiver were ohand oned.

At 1617 houre the Uommnad fvg CLTicer srve arders for the engineer equipment
to he disperaed. latrel sobivity for thot nisht was eonfined $5 wainbaining
laternl conbact, nnd in estrbliabin: sblrow; points of relstence forwerd

from the dabtnlion pooibkiama. A pntrsl ira3y the 34th heeonuaissonce Troap
sperobing elowy the Hiver LAk fu Iront o the 2nd dnttalian positions report-
ed at 0320 hsure, Jopunry 25, thet 1% had loccbed and knocked oubt & dernmn
machine gun elan; the sppoibe houk.

Befensive errcngemcubs were abrongthened during the night »f Jomery 2425
in apticiprtion of ¢ oeaible enemy emuterntbeck becauss 2P bhe sctivities
of the Z4th Divieion bo Lho worth. Artiileyy ;ires were orronged for defenaive
tactice, strong polnte of resisbanes orgruized, end peatrol octivity argonized
in thnt lipht. Durin: the ni bt, evocwuy plenes bwice pesoed over the
Regimental forverd line ponitious, drapping floak bombs awd probably photo
graphing installatione.

A1l atteapta to rencun ray wounded men ncross the Biver hed been thwerted
by the a=mpletn dnmmy copbral of Lhe westory bank ¢nd the appronches from the
east. The morndeg of Jepunry 25, & £l 2bteopt was pede by serding Hedical
Ald wen under the ocd Zrome flrg b bie {idver. Litber tewws from the lat and
2nd “ettaliong were aent rlouy ns crrrying jarties. At 1015 howrs, ell art-
illery units were sydered wob Lo Tire inb» Lne frem eoncerned..teross the
Repido no f inlsed frow the viecinity of thr 'S7 bend south to don Angelo.. all

Pirlng to cerse ot 1049 haura.
ng

At 1043 hourse, Jepunry 25, the porky heeded for Lhe didver, under full
sheervetion by the cneay positlona. They proseeded &5 the Hiver, crosocd
in ruaber voarte, cnd ,2incd hre weshern ook wammoleated. Two Uerm2n wen
ctue down b2 meet Lhen =L 1100 hoours, roi ¢ short tise later, three of the
eneay 844 men Awd neyv el o Lheir affderrs enae forward. The deragns
requeated & ceparbion oP hostilibien nlow (e £rouk, from nparth of the 3!
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fend soubh b S92 Lol Lo orareble okl nides Yo evacunte bheir conanlbipg, A
truce unbll 1500 horn urs o v 1w oo Ui smpended to 1700 bura.  Dive
igdop beriquartors, ~wl 0l ertdlliory il saveerned were nabified.

doth sidas worked feveriohly Lo evsennbe oo ooy goounihlzg e posaible
fo the biea evedlelite. Ay povinntely OO0 of sur cen 0vd oo esbinnted 80 depanns
worked alde by alde within Lhe nren,  3r 100 hrurs, Lhe deadlias of the truca,
S 5 wounded and rhowt 5 Soad Ded boen brooshb boek sorses e Gilver. Jioshiilibies
vare rosumsd b thnt tiwe,

The Gerwnne vho ¢t sob ol Mhe pen Lhrouphoub bhe Srace coinhe deed o
Trinwily abbitnde nwd uere munt ey L el ey aan b oeay way possible, al-
thowxh Bhey refuned to all= Lhem bo o beyond Lie Harbed wire aprone sbourg
about D00 yerda ielobe Phoy pppenped galbhdees ool rot 7ol ned judping Trow
their uniforme, mednla nul eompniry ribhape, vern voborans of wRny cfmpa iy na,
gaw ng fee el o0 Whe Sedebaningd ceenenbion. The Ly inontal Dheorvotbion
oot repovbed fie b Lhro hont Lle Lpuen Lhe suo gy atrongpoints were connbantly
wpllesemned. The dnforntisn sur oo were thile 1o (tther argapding the enewy
defpnane asrregginded protty elonely with 89w reselved from robral netivitios

and prissnores of wor.

In thelr cowverantia, vith et ot lepsng couldntt eser Lo vndersiond
why sur bridgahend Irul oot 1o Lol) ot 2o degperntely.  doveral af thow
stated tbnt the Amorosons whs b cpraeicdl the river hind fought wikh grout, debey-
minmtlon and eourapge.

128 N

Lto gol. Wyett held o wobing o4 bhe fegimostel Gopend foab at 1300 hours
Jamary 2564 with the Unib feoenplers of bhe feploents ]l Omelal Teew ¢0d Lha
Reglmental 3taff, to dincuor rod rypraze » reolignuent 2f the Regluwentnl dolen-
alve dispzoition, bnkiwy inka coneldernti-n Lhe rocent operBbtions, oud geenut
“Ahieiments to and detnclrsanta feon Lhe Leirental Ooabalb Team.

The wecasanry wovenrantn wore Lo bo seeweplishod durings the hours of darkpeas
af Japanpy 20~ 2ad Y soenlnry opders were dwimcd s RInE Liug bo fRoilitnke
unit pregrration. ihe P01 nder woo inooed b 1000 hours Jamunry 25, covering
the disponition ~f the o, iweub bomether with Lho unite of the Qomhedh Toag bs
Which had been atinched Lhie Tul Cabbalion of the 420d Infantey Regiwent, Troop
AV of the Plab fecom iso?onn Sepedron, awd oo platoon of Compony '3 of Lie
Sol Olenlaal Werpons Bobbalion. Qoaypeay g7 of Ll 760th Tanlk Bettelion o
the 2l rttallon o1 the 19th Eerineer By Laenb ind been detached frow the
Conbat Tena.

The tmin llon of resiotroes covwioted i ryulred strong pointo in front
30 Lhe Jatbkalion sechora. Jepernily, Sz liue p2n jorallel with the northeassuth
Hipido River otremm line, Crow Iisinsy G w1 We norbhern Lip to a paink  opuosite
0w Avgela o the oouth.

- 21 .
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Fhe Zed nbtnling of one thyan e Yotk oneupled Lip anubhnrn
Trebopy OrfeadT st 1wey croutel povhh S0 Lo i b peg ernen W dan Anpolg,
exterdiig narth 4o front oL i Fer opemnd of L fieto,  On bheir riht
fhe conbral sentoy von detiupded by Blee Ial, Jastelion, 1lat Rey dwent, eope
Lhvwfvg Whe Toua aaeth Lo dne ide bl Wil cromned s se g Y7 taat of bLhe
Bouthern alojea of 1. ipoeed o, e unrthinrn acctor, held by the Iob .ot
Eilion of the M2nd Hegfoonk, hinod ol taanpgd the northeanst, cilending

]

along the lewer torwnrd alopen ar ot Trocelvio ty iti huay 6 at a point

about two milen mowbiwrat -0 oo STIe N

The ooubhorn 25 af 1hip 15 e, IR sie oomab oof bhe Rapido River,
Lhe worthernp LLiyd o Wiy el borpd Lie cogl, Bty Pros Bl wivar line.
The oren between thiz 1w 00 L “iver was oubposted ot night diredintely
ndjecent to the River, mud alrmgly et sl d, bie aubposts witldrewirg Lack 5
the poin I a0 eniabonae bBefars doyhbrer)..

T b 08l Yy ap bhe gt Tulubey wnn 5lood iy acgduental reserve
indefilede juab ot 0 1 treblstoabern 3p of . Troceilo, £9 Lho rear
of Lhe 1ot unbtalion [eaili. o, SR oo oum inannce frasp wea laantod
L Pvl 3kt o neahor, pyd bet f e PRty ey Wroatling and pabrolling thag
saecbor 8% night.  The Conpan cod Anbi-Ted Soqpapien conbiwed thetr Porpar
disposttions The 2nd Inksan of Gompeny "¢ 5P the 21 Chemtcal WeRpona
rtbnlion was dirceted Lo sniblon whern Ehes would v able to qupport the
llegimental pector by nloar dafensive firaa, i'hay maved in the nrea to Lhe
seubh of Lb. Trocehin, t5 Lhe renr 27 Lue lat 3rstalisn aren.

Troop '"AY of the 21l liee i iaacpen dquedron hadn's been dafinitely
loented by Lhe nicht oo drumsey DUk, bt were dirested to locate thelr jsune
be cover bhie Hiyer Tine, mel they spen to the denb, and nlas have rabrols
cut bebtween the sutpsobe and the anin line of resiskanca.

Defenaivo ttmﬁf;llﬂtiﬂllﬂ Heve fovkler strewnbheved on Jemuary 26th by
erectlng concertive wira cubmiclemenba rpornd Yle nttrlion etromhalds,
There were 13 of theoe phrov: jolnkn wibhin Lhe Begluontal sector. Eipe
ineer pern-onnel froq o ey YAT of Lhe 1ilgDh Brzincer dattealion, four men
toa dattalion, helped Sunbald Gy wire Lo wizht of Januery 26Eh. The rlan
WAg alao to dnchide B wite Froee En Le abrow; between the River fand the main line
of rosiatance during ths dight o ar demmey 24 o 27ths Hine clearnnee wog
reqiired Por bhin work e frienge s bs wnde for the enginoer erevia, warking
those nighte, to drive ghnop ehinnd of bhor through the wine fieldas,

AL 1500 hours, Jdnipr ry A4kl receny inneuon reparts imdicated incrensed
vehiculnr trasfie and probnhly ny ayesy uolor posl penr Fledmonte, north of
Lassing, Diviaion Rerdquarbepra arpnpeced par 1 Corns ortillery and ep air
nmlesion to deatroy the bnrjet.
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Colonel Rinprepd J. WL, (P 13045), of dra Aubonls, Texaa, tlhe Firmer
Sommading SfCIesr of Lhe Japhmoub, roborpd Lo Juby frow hoopitalizotion
shartly efber noon Jrpuste 268k, rd pegeed cortl of the He; iment. LL. 0ol
dvatt wae trepaforred L3 the 1At Tnfruley aesboent,

G-% wobifind the fles ool a1 Lisurs thnt it woa Lo stAre two demon-
atrabtiona bo indientc River rretminga Lhe wight of bhe 26kh, ah 2400 houra,
and G200 Lours dammry 276h. Hlartrr, weehing pun, eud omnll opms fire were
o be used in conjunction with febiliery wor’, Leglonigg ereh time with slow
aporndic fire, np lusreansin: ko n syoneminp toward the end of the demsnstrotion.
A relinforced Agad Irowm etoh nitnlisn uera bo feproach bhe previsualy used
erossing sites ot the Lilver, Petively Cirdy; nanil srog fire scroos bhe fiivor.,
At 1940 houre, the original plana vore ebrazed, nnd the timo finally ast for

0530 hours, Janusry 27th.

Fabrol eeblvity for the wichh of Ty 2027 wag sonfiaed to combat
yatrolling alowg the Fantegy nide o piy sdver, and the establislment of
mbposts up to Khe Hlver lipn.  Tie sebedndod desonstrotions prevented Lhe
Agcomplislment of provioualy  toansd yee mr issnnce wisslionn ecrogs the
River. "

The 2nd Battnlion of the Sih Aymored Inftntry lMegiment of the 1lat Arusred
Division reploced thie 1ot Datiolian of bhe Pi2ud Resinent in stboclhmont 4o
the Mlet feglnente 1 Qowmand, Toryg ap of 1700 hisara, donuary 26th. The rotysl
relisf ipnbp positionn wng feezag Hiobed ander bhe £lhat hiours of darknoan
thnt nizht, 8w nll cleuputn were 1n pivee by OVI0 Lours Jrnuery 27th. They
wore direchnd b3 retain the canlimedby of the defensive plan nm perform
the shme wlgalonn 2o Lhe Inb CeRfaliog o Lhe 247w Peglment alang the
rlobt fleds of the de dacutnl Sector, oy ) TAY 9f the Dlat Hecpnmaissonce
3uadron moved inbto roatbdon s oy Lthe Locimsubel ssubhern flaplt in the low
ground south of Lo ilots bolibid Lha 2 atlellon.

At 0630 hurs Jowryy 27th, 3-2 rdvised bhe Heglment thot the Comsr nding
deneral of the Bivisiog hmd srdercd g¢ontnel bo be mude with the ensay by
draviing omall rrus Pire Crea carossn Lhe .4 veve Inbpsls were Lo npproceh
bhe biver propared o crons, nud ta naphione wbil the encmy demsnsireted
his rresence. Ihe Surpone wen ba oe prejored Cor nany withdrowe: the enaimy
might wnka. Three recomienier erasndun iben, approximetely 1000 yards aouth of the
"' bemd in the River wero o lven.,

At U730 houre, Gol. Server el vephelda Youngn left bhe e imental Coputd
Liat to obscrye Ly ifelian RIRS SR N by vetarmed ot 1050 hours. At 110% houro
the detnil fraa the 113t Pagdne oo wie el Ivd hoen clearing the wine pields
el leyiwg fonce wire hotucen Lhe - bhnlicw stron; [ oints and Lhe Ziver reporied
the aprce gleapcd exarph for sve pryta mlan the nonthern sccetor in
ronk of the 3Gth dec st faanpae Trery wthteh vers Ly be eleared af aines
that of ht.
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SR ble eiberasmy gy MRS TR e o e et Ly bebberios gnde
oodstermined Lo Lobs dlpnts U i sy i R G, nottr bhn
roxd eub ol b3 Lhe oo Tmenhal e eagad g vibe ever: 1 direct hils vers agared
on Ehe coaent Prordebisan, It biee o ;O reetined duteet. Furbtler e SEUTH
Artillery retivite in 4l rres Byoebed b bl Becdrental Cannan Umnjany ta
twe H=F maunted smn. Tngla Flrivg in thair nren were bolieved to huye
drawn tho countervathbery fire whicl did the dempe,

The liegimenhr ) Cousmd, [ony w0 A ateged demanebrabiopg Lo niohh o af

Jomary 27-28, ane at 2400 hrs, rol ore ot 0300 Jisupa Japuery 284h. At
1205 houra, 9=3 el nalipied oo, teteenl Wik Bl plaps and execut i on
Wl e entienl with hhoae Brw jrewisng sighb. Tho consbant bhrerta
el 27 thr cueny poanikiane Mo B it seetor were desipued

/ prizerily o rasint Bl fricwlly tmite Sorkivye el 2 L depdipensal
right Llenk Ea obane To Nt er telyipd Eha lerwnn wanibadin defenses north
of Cnsslnz, fiotposl mrhivity won noody poapdined g Wl Lier deoowbretions
schrduled, and asnlfiond ka Aekive pntyalling heluersn the autanabo alsng
the Qiver end tnel 4ot ey 1t . tintance,

At OB50 hours, demrar DU alsaed Terner aw Crptoln Yourg viaited
the 2nd fatbnliom of Liw 284 v g s Mtabey o iment,, whieh was I RS PHANTY,
the warthern sector ap tie cesdanehe L r pae line.  twe copenics of Lhe
e lion seeng il Whe Paguned nlojen of Yhe owerthera o b T Troeehilo,
ehe wig an Ehe Tawiey gl o0 b, narthern iy, and ope wog organized Por
defevoe dircckly - craas distisr f6. Avronzenonts vere yrde with the engincors
Ea furnish an sk 11 oipe ontAwclementa nrosund Lhe kLo lian atrong points
during that night.

At 1325 houro, -3 uskificd the crcbirnbal Lo% Bini bhere were uo
scheduled setivitice £ the Drotteuh the niohb of the 23th.  Ga2 hud
fornerly voquestad réconnninonpee mianlonn for s9trol worl: gerosse the

River, to cover Boorceeloa Sa the liver, crosning aites, rd Lho oty LLh
il pamitioms op nemy Bl LR Yo, v jetsta Prow Troop 'A' of the 9lat
Resonw tysnnge dqundron, oguiyed ta e e crausding, nktempted to Fulrill
thinse nigniang, met L JTealn dere Parecd Lo povert ba cxert aiugiang

¥ Es abde of Lhe Hiver bepsune af hetvy flire bhey drew oa they apgroached
the wiver.

Wl mabified Coalonsl gopner arom el b el sl Losdpicrters ag
130 hours Jamuepe ZOLN, G eyt vy e dmentel G-5 to nbtend. Durdm; the
Efternson, three P-28 plrncs Srjes eips ' 4. Sraretly, barely chove trec
level, pisb agztg Ly, Y dnabe Ll blena Lo L porth. fobrol :lesisnn
Bersas the jilver £y 10 nbohb ol Jbes DOEN woeps eonin tlvarded by the eor boto

*

emtral Ahe vnsay o ld floy the weshora penl ,
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ColeLowner peagne g o8 Tedoet e Sy ke Divtaion Siineers, 1
ob WICO Bisurg, T ry SO, b matheesb o a o ma by Apron of vipn In Ty ook |
27 e NS o deCoppe podld eyl Bneper Ty poosibility of an y
nthespted seraan breals fhewsh By cbeenhe 1 A fepvae Lasihiong da apder
Eaent of ff bhe wcudbo work b o0 U Do T uenbn ] ik Plonk norkh of Ceosine
credo L redyiarhle by oonbe e L0 S aenknd o Paune positions as okron; a0 3
peosibles  Choee loowty o0 copds of wire were furaintmd eocly sttielion, tod a 3
kg detetl fron bhe an foevra road al K ielp dustall i, L
FLfby-Cow of e enp Vooerenlba vere onadued 42 the cedment Hho
2Mh of Joamary b5 afinel Tie | onnos o ©ooring bhe flver aperations. :
Tw Jve offieers ond 18 won.e~aigniwnd ~(Ficcps uope ales tranoferred from .
tho Wi2od Infoahys dnenby darbug the Pobh el 20GL 32 Gt VBT o ;E*
AWEEEY D, Jdeaeeyy 0, dnfar gewepre 1w ey aalifled Coalonel Jderner :
Lhet Bl Oivind s nd hern aydered o prerrre Lo craas the wapida llver on ;
11 Corje arders Col. Vavrper won gt o) 0o ° rejnred bta corry g
oub previoualy rrreccel dlyiaton pliga. et dla of & pronpective Fiold Crder
to cover the prrjpascd acar Lion uAs foaucd b bhe Untt Comunudara »C Sle
Vilst Gasiaanbel aahnk Tepn of » meetiy b ld i S 3ol Weroer b e s
Regimental Cyvrenad 2yab 0t 1517 boawn Jdeminry S0. The plon cantenplatad 1l4
erododng bhe dilver fu Lhe vleiafby of Sonon 1ol cepturing the bam A
with the Zrd sttelira o s vnara 't asle 1o, |
Three prbrals feom the o dwent, 2 trrar Lhe Jrd mttellon, and 1 rean ”*ﬂ
froaa AT af fhe 2ot Dee s iante pee erptdr g KL 0hed %3 sroane the lapido f
the nipht af Jegne rp 20U, Fg the gint ity o don Anselo. Tha eretivitiog
Were paintad At Leeling wml thn encoy poaltiown alyyg the groproed croaning

slie. AX1 irtrale ouccended Ju robbbue U 8hr LGver ond Tn Toecbis iy romg
polnts along the apposibe apba, sub were unnale b5 crans beefuse of blie ooy
Aubombie weepon amloceronbe ol T o i) K0 eakern banko. Vellcular
tralffic vithin doa Aasels wan raporbog ae cornl L1 R ’

At 115 I1:uru, Jracry Clob, Galanel Jeraer w3 ovrentted to o haspital,
is forer wondy "o o8 1 wrfleis t Iy, vod o veo umnble
La ronbiaa o ocorarmd af Lhe b laenh. b, st vriee, Yl g, inental
lxocutlve Off lecy anonnzd crnnpl of bhe Le, lucnt f:llcrwi:\@_, Crlonnml
torwar'es evacuatisn.

Tha degdoenko ]l ¢ieli plor Tae thw e el dlver eragslivyg upa ioon ]
L. noan, Jrri:lnry late Ihe pJou conteapdoled crosaing silailtauosualy at
pointo ehont 10w yords v b ond ganth or gon oangalo, with Lhe Sreo Lthhallom
an tho engenlt eehwelou, ooy YUV v U erens b the narth, apd Cowpray 'R!
ba tlhe soubh,  Thene eloweubn sere Woa bo £ L5 ek o capturo the town, -
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Comprny 'h! gronady, Toteeoen Ll ay G g roupe The Zod Anttalion was essignd

'
Looerng werh Al aecopy bhe Bigh gy el el d Loptiy af JdBw Awngelo.
Oovering agueds frva the 30th desonutisnapee Trovp and Troop "A' of ble
9let Reconnrisnryes Sqrmdvoa oo o g% she eroosing altes, Tlv et
setteltan of the Vilat InPnnbry Reobeod, tod the 2ed ontialion of the 6th
Armored infepbry e taenk were to domomatyrbe stroogly to bhe froot of their
soctora, and pamiin iu i ineatt b yororyt. ko soosn Ba o lailey bridge

aauld be lawteLlad, Apti-Tnnl, Teuk, »ud vohien Jop olewnby vire to be
erossed.

Freparatiany far the seonaing werr cnde during the day of Jonmury Slsb.
tortir Leows from the 30N Leoovprsinceacs Neaap prd the Jrd 3attallion moved
fnha Piring positionn frow whiech thiey eondd covor bhe asosult. At 1200 hours
Jeneral Heas, the Comerplisg doucrnl of Bhe 54Lh itviadaa Artillery,

#ieihal bhe Heslmontol Qowmarpd tort boaele fiwnl Sreangeoents on firing date,
Carpring corbien from the Visyd infaubry Hocdimout wers furplehcd to the ilat
Regimeutrl Unabet oms 4 v copyy S jieeer bonds apd ook bridgan Ly Lhe
Award asaombly ~ref the wight o7 Jepepry 2lab. Uryemunicetlona bo the
forward pomitiona iustolled, And wine clecrence t3 the crosaing aiten
arranged.

At 1230 houra, Jegnery Clab, e Cominbding several of the Diviwion
wt1lod L. Onl. triee, bhe Comnalitg 27Ctear of She Regiment, opd told him
bk there wogll he ua ntbnck untdl Lhe 340k Dlvioion on mu pight Mlank had
hrd nome suen-1g Lo Lha rhicasys by cicbure Cnooing from the narthy he nlas
abated timb he didn't koow Jueb vhon bl iogliment Would be afficlally notified
that thers would be na ntbeck for bhe wiglt o8 Lhe “lat, At 13515 hours,

11 Corps 0-3 notifled Lh. Uol. frice thnt the ebbock would nat be nude qhet
nizhbe

Pollodiny 1w consellrlizn of Bhe nih 2l for the night of Jonusry 51nb,

reconmissance prbrols were orginized, Gialley alacsisas wors aaalpgned

as on btha previoun wnighl, fupcarely bo Dipd wore detziled inlorwotisn
aoenern avhallotions aloyp the Weaterw brok of the diver. One retrol

from the 3rd mbtnllan ougeended in ersosirvg north of San hugelo.  livevy

Fa; praveubed ony roenrfba dhmerstliog hoveuer, apd the riral roturnsd

b evoid Bn crup awbush.  Buring the nisht, tho carrying perties from the
W3rd Infentry sugen fed fn jelb’ar fhe Poob bridges amd rubber bozts to
the Capvord 23embly rren i readinesa for Lhe orapmod operation.
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Cravnltton of tha 1hist Iofeanbey o faeal P 3t 1 wb of sy,
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SFUIZERS SULISTED MEH [OTAL

FILEED PR ASPTY . 0, ., ... a by 57
DIED OF WOUHS ..o, vna. ..., 1 3 o
VIEDED 11 ACTIM e vs e sa e 202 %14
TR 10 ACTION v e nnn, .. - a2 22
HES3 00 U ACTI sy e i 547 s
R e fron Q=0 07

Brzay oronf Lhinn, Apl oo pbopsd e ob cheasd vrlurtel for bhe month =f
J[!m;!!;‘y, }g‘:’-'i, sy 1 b i

E3TIATED

K ADDITIONAL
Frivomwsras of Weries..... . I --
HE BRI B 3 56
‘nga!:d.,................., — 128
Meghine tume (knasked not). 5 6
Bl Horboore (foab o0 syt 1 5

B

faport of operations writien by

harten &1, 36 9‘““‘?&"‘
CIARLE3 5. SOHJARTZ, JR.0-2055789

Zad Lt., Regluongal Headquarters
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HEADQUARTEZRY 14157 IiFA TRY REGI.EWT, RIFLE
APD #36, U, 3. ARMY

5 harch 194k,

SU3Je0T:  Transpittal +f Reginental History and Conclusiane Frow Operations.

TC ! The Somanding Jeneral, 36th Infsntry Division, 4FQ 436, U, 3. Army.

l. Inclesed ie the regimental histary of the 141st Infentry Regivent,
cavering operetliona in Itale durtng the manth af Februery 1544,

2. Pron experlence during February operatione, 29atly in pounteinsus
terrain, the Follwing conelust nas fre derived:

8. The suzszly :rohlem 1a bhe wast vital end aerious zroblem necessary
t2 salve for successful aseretians. The follming are the d1ficultiesn noat
usur ily encountered:

(1) 3hartage of ;eck cmules end tne inherent dimsdventrges g
wle geck traine in restricted Aydunta o aup:ly dellveries
end slswness of delivery.

(2) sen-beck trenszortation even ore unsatlufachory sty | oile-
beck.

(3) Trails interdicted snd shelled with or Without observation,
day or night, r2sulting in wen and wules killed, supplisa lost,

aad resulting feilures to 8ccoaplish deliveries at times re—
gulred.

(4) The excessive tine ragiired t> .raicure any energency nseds
of au.plies.

(5) The necessity or fallewiny confined mnd restricted trails that
8iiow up praninently on aserial yhiotos, ;ermitting effeciiva
laterdictian even when they caunot be aaserved.

{(5) Extreme difficulty in eveoustian or wounded ad deed, requiring
exceszive tino, nad excesaive use of aenzmer aver &od above
t.af pr:vidadﬁrmmbﬁ:‘,;,urg:aea.

FEPERREED AT 19 aatiomar 4 o) oo,
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Suggeeted reuediea for these difficulties ere as Follows:

(1) iule trains, when aveilienle, require thet brained wuls
skinnere %e sede aveilebls and the seckers should be
wounted in order to increese bl vete or wsrch af the
tredin. :

(2) Replacementa shmild w3t be utilized ss wyle skinners naor
&3 man-cergodores 1f this can e prevented in any manner.

(3) A workeble solutisn 5P ail tne shave problems of supply
cBn be suggented, based upon extrerely successful exger~
iments and tesis tlet vere corducked Por verisus agencies
5f the Wer De artment in Wasiington and st Fort Bregp by
tne present Regimentul Casmender, Lt. Col. John . L.
Adems, This would involvae the essignzent of sne or nore
light plenes of the Cub shservation tyyes, but preferably
the 2lightly larger end asre esceestebls tyres thet are
aveilable, es integrzl parts »f the Intensry 3ettelion
augzly set-up. These would bscore serial fod carts, eeriel
amzunition corte end aerial evacustiom axbulances, neking
short hops af 10 or 15 minutes duration rras and t2 supply
dumps, in which they #ly Iow, avaiding sheervetisn and
letving no treil which wizl bp.etr on egerial (hatos or
vhich cen be interdicted. Deliveries would be elzoat
im ediste ond could be <nde by dropping sugplies or by
actusl lrudings. In tne preasent speratisn zotusl lapdinzse
could have been wede on 2zen Qreds thet were availeble
even 1u the sleeply sloping mouctain sides and tops. In
the excepuional cBses when na landinge could be nede the
devege resulting froa Grappage et speeds of aprroxisetely
22 @iles per hour into irejered nets ap bvlankets, would
be neglizible for the sejority of tyzes of augiiles.

Even if lendinge could ust be sade e SENJvier aaved by
the transportetion of aupplice would 8iaplify the eveg~
uetisn problem. Delivery couic be aede of emergency
supplies within 15 wiautes, more or lesn, of receipt of
reguest. The Bhave su-sested uees have been auply proven
in extereive Lrmy sests, heve been rroven in ective SEET
etionag by the Ruseian Army end in sBupsly operetiona in
the Fenaxanian jungles. These light plenes should be
infantry-contralied =ud £iown, just 88 Bre the eupoly jeeus
and trucks. Suitsble pilots are now availeble in all
Inrentry Regimenta. Tus extresely exgerienced 1fficarp
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pilote 20 well as enlisted pilots were avalleble in the 141t
Infzntry during this operction and the entire supply and
evacuetion of the regiment whils an {111 706 could bave been
handled by the uss 22 tlwes auch light planes, even of the
Oub shaervatian type, which is nog considered the best tyje
eyailabls 4o 9uglay in ckse this spolutian is lven consider.
atim ar test,

b. Experienge s8ined from ude of fagk driven motor vehigles of 11
tyses ob sursly routes 8long interdicted rseds apg Berass expoaed velleys,
under ensmy chservation, indicate that there is wuch leas loss of peraomnel
and brenspart involved than was the case in the algs woving ¢olumne sf wmen
aud wules, even when the vazds dere interdicted Sreamodically and et tiges
without observation.

¢+ Inrantry wust evolve Letter mire-clearance sy gine avolidence tech-
Niques and sractices pap use by them in gnergencies whep they wust, without
the aid of engineers, renetrate tine fielda o exiract themselives with £ mip.
1mum 57 1osees from wine rislds blundered ints during bettle operatisna. As
& result »f investigations and dipcussiong with battle exparienced afficers
it is believed thot a suitable salution af this problew cap he 2rfered to

hizher authority by tne understsned. {8ee attacned anngx)

de When men heve beog required &5 rezmin in fighting holsa for long
perisda of time, or have been caployed o a2 puraly defeasive zissiop for long
perisds of time, vig orous zeasures wuat be taken 4o aliuinate a "yerensive
complex® or a "Pox hole attitude ot mind?. This attitude usuaily taires tne
form of hesiteting t3 iritiste fire actisn ageinat the eneny or nesitEtisn in
Prompuly returnips ell ensmy fire, due %o & feer o pravoking further eneoy
fires, including sArtlculeciy Briliiery end maorter Plres. This attituds wust
be regisced oy osne op returning quick, sévags, fod overwheluing fire every
tine the smamy tires or moves. ilen cen be encourszed in such an agsresuive
dttitinde, replacing a burely defenaive sttitude, by anmploying all Lossible
Welpona in every caineeivabie wanner passible including ell innovetiosve that
#ill herasa, confues, startle or destroy the enemy. kethode e loyad suscedge
fully o eccowplish Lhese enda &re suggessed as $9llows; snployirg rifle
srenades £t excessive rangea for h&rassing,‘rirlng 60w tlare shells during
the night ang cavering 50wn aorter #igpe by Iire of heavier mortors to Pravent
detection by the enemy; immedictely reborting the ezisuth of ssungs ar flashes
af' engmy WeA2008; by all tront line unine in order 42 deliver sceurete ar -
illery and aorter fire every conceivable tyre ar enexy ecbivity et polnt-
tergets rether thag 429 &reas; immedizue dy firlng of aingls rounds or 8zivos
by wur own ertiilery to fal) immedistely in frang or ANy of our fromt lipea
that sre vesciving enewy shell rire, in order to ganruse enemy shelrverd into
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lifting their fire in tne belief that 1% is falling short; constent listening
po9ts, ambush putrole, suiper poets and coshat Fetrols, proving and punching
at the enewy in srder to weke his 1ifs wisereble ar terrsrize him. Use of
such téctice during the Februery speritions definitely esteblished our super-
iority in aggressiveness over several different éneuy units and definitely
resulted in deerezeed enemy acbivity egainst us due to their hesitetion in
starting eometning thet we wiuld finieh. In other wards the anemy acquired
tne awate of wind that we Tound neceamary to eliminate within our own units.

@+ The need for greater use of engineering and simearing unite
to constantly improve front line pa3itisus, 1N QLT [US WTILY WORJulH ol
Piecemsnts but even fignting holes tor specific purposes sugh asg aniping or
sbsgrvution. Dypumite, TET, Seehive dives, and sisilar explosive rida are
not uesed sufficiently in our attespts wu padce fighting holes into exsreuely
raeky soii. Battaliona and Regisentz anould have their own peraomnel treined
t2 caploy such explusives vo the gremteak advantsge in organizing = aereassve
line even when such orgenization is aerely 8 short interlude vrior to resuming
the ettrck within e day or sc.

f. Operations during this month included such frequent and heavy
ehelling >f osur unite by the enemy that i% becans evideut that eli possible
weans :ust be ewmployed for the definite location of all pogeible types of
enemy welpons with such e degree of Bcouracy that the counter battery fire
upon enemy ertillery, nebelwerfer, wschine -une, wortars or sven ¢ oncentrated
small arma fire, Qecowmes poind tergete rether than sreas tergets for both sur
artillery end sur morteras.

One method that aided caterially in bhis wes to wake 4t SOP for
21l unite end instellationa, sither “ront line or reserve, to report the dir-
ection of sunds, flashes, ohserved enemy activity of any nature, or the
direction of flight of any enemy firs, BY AZIMUTH to the Bettalion Hemdquarters.
Thore thie wes lmmedietely plotted om 2 wep ang in a short time inevitebly
resulted in enemy targets ard arees of enemy actlvities belng definitely loc-
Bted by azimuth intersection zethods. ilost excellent results were then b~
teined in demtroying nebeluerfer, ememy betteries and eneny amounition or
supply pointa. :

A very important additional ueed ie Por tiae artillery observation
plenes t2 be equipyed with instrusents for night flying as this will contribute
1eterially 4o reducing enemy interdiction and harapsing fire upon sur Sront
line units due t> the eesc with which ertillery and sisilar wesuons cen be
lacated frow lizht slanes either by amnd, sight, or lesh mt nizht.

E« Cur sutstanding need st the present in irezround cooperatisn is
that it should beeswe an hebitual sractice for sround comenders of units not
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lerger than a regiment o be affardad air &aslistance, bazether with direct
contact frog the regivent to the supporting air unit, which will liediately
employ lizht atteck bopbera b4 lnwedietely bomk aut anemy battories t.8t fire
upan the front line infeniry units either in offenaiva or defenaive operat-
iocne. TEHEIS {OULD Il &FFICT EFLOY TEESE LISHT ATTACK 39, 3EAS A3 CCULTER-
SAMTTERY ARTILLERY CF THz ATR AGAT.aT DLEeT JATUAHIES.  Thic HWauld norgally
require anly 8 few, even only ons ar twa, s auch ikt atteck bosbers oving
avajlable to cach Infentry Re;lment but it would he DeEceéasary tihat they he
frpediately available upsn c&ll, Plying from sine ad jacent field nst wore
then 10 ar 15 ninutes awey. 3uch use would have Frevented to a zreat extont
the deatructive eveay artillery flres that zéved the way f>r successful
Gersen counter-atiachs Bgz2inst river crossing units and Wald hove definitely
-revented such he&vy coancentrat: ang a7 fire me vere later encountered in the
mourtaing,

ﬁ\«(’ﬁw

M Q. L, ApA.S
Lt. Col., 14let Infantry
COnlDING

5 Incley
‘1 — Amnex to letter op Transuittal {septuple)
#2 - Re_imeutal Histary (septuple)
73 - Casualty List (eeptuple)
i 4 ~ Unit Journal { 1cpy)
#5 - ¥apa ( 1 set 1350,000 end 1:25000)
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ARNEX -~ SUGGESTED METHOD FOR PEUEFAATICN
OF i{INE FIELDS 3Y INPALTRY UNITS

It is B well recsgnized fact thas Infentry is greatly sloved or is stopped
cold when bhey encounter wmine fislds during en attaeck or blunder into thex
durivg approsch warches. A certain esmsunt of hysteria or panic lawediately
results when an infantry unit finds itself cBught in & omine Pield end several
succeasive casualties result frao bheir attonpte to extrigaete themselves ar
4o penstrate through the wine Fisld. The dlsorgenization i3 qore pronsunced
when relatively inexperioncad replecesents are present in the arganization.
Therefore & method of penetrating the wine ficld or extrleating themselvesn
therefrom should be devised which cen be immedietely employed by infentry
unitz withmut any expectation of belp 992 engineer or obther mine—clearsnce
units. The method devised should be such as will Sive the unit the greatest
poasible chence of getiing aut o¥ the mine field with the least possiple
casualties. The teaching of the zethad evolved should particulsrly stress
this fact to all new treinces, aomely thet thelr zreatest chence af survival
lies in employing the method presented yether than in teking & chence o
aceidently slundering through & sine-free rath which the following infantrymen
mey or aay nost be 2ble”ts follow. It ausb be enphasized thet the first planm
will probebly result in 0> casuelties sp fev cesuslties while & larze number
of cesuvaliies cauld he axpected froum digorgenized end individual efforts Lo
extricate thesselves. Additionally the plan evolved should be sush that it
will afford the zen who are senstrating the wine field all rossible protect-
ion Pfrog sxell arys fire that can be expected &3 eover such fields. The
wethad should be such that it will get the unit tarsugh the aine field or
atbt af it as quickly as passible. It mhould perait £ollowing units &z readily
I51low the sace path succesafully used by 8 :receeding unit ip the attack
and above all it should put the nen to work 8t soee sp that they will not
be frazem in plece, thus beconing e srey 43 panicky thoughta and fears.

It ie suggested that infantry units be tauzht the follmwing procedure
to be applied imrediately upon finding theuwelves in & mine field:s eagh man
will imsedistely squat where he s withoub woving his feet. Zach wenm will
then bezin probing with zis beysset ir knife inserted at en 8o roxizetely
450 angle int> the ground at intervels of 2 ar 3 inches, acrzss a speee ap-
prozizately 15 incles wide directly in front of his feet. As som as egch
oBn hes praobed & sufficlent aree he will kneel erd contimie the probing
until he bas an area clesred sufficiently for hdm t5 lie prome. IF any
hArd sudstance ar suspicisus shject, thed @8y be & alne, is sncsuatered
during eny of this :robinz or during btke follawing instructions the men
wlll imcediately avaid that particular point by proding eround the -ine
seeiting uuother scth rother thenp welking any ettenpt L3 remaove it. As
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long 8o any imdividual infantryman is prome on the ground anywhere in ths mine
field, AND I3 EOT PRO3ING AKD HOVING FORVARD, he wilil bezin to screpe himpels
out a8 shaliow “"scaliop® in the are2 LIEL Te has probed; utilizing nelmet, epe
trenching, tcols or anything with which he can dlg. These ahallow gcellops
then defiinitely mark safe myeas in which there are na aines end it then be-
¢omes & matter of warely probing and connecting these in order t2 forw a parfe
trail thraugh ar out af the field, Additionally these acallops afford add.
itional protection from 8mall aprma fire that way he swesplng the area. If
sen rezm@in long enough in thet aprea before being extricuted they will have
gcconplished digging sufficiently to give thezselves cover in a ghallow
acallop fox~hole to bhe depth of not more then & Poot or feot and & half.
Then the wethod of conuectbing bthese 8c8llops and proceeding %o the attack,

or getting out of the miuve Pield should follaw the following procedure. Hep
should be directed to probe with the bayanet in order 4o Jein their acelliop
t2 that sf the neareat Bdjacent man. Since the unit normally woves in column
fornetions this operatiosn of ltoelf would tend to produce B connected series

of agallops following 2 torbusus but sa8fe trall through the mine Pield. In
order to advance the Lead of tuis "t raced that reaults, the following procedures
shauld be employed. Oune manp should be deslrnated, sreferably ab the head of
the caluon or 2% the heed of what is i3 bhecoge a ¢rlumn, and it ie to be his
Job to probe shead along & siven direction for o distance >f nat to exceed tares
yarda. He has then dsna his share and will rall on his side to one adge of
hie probed area, permitting the men next to him in the following escellop to
eome forward across his probed grea and hinself coctribute three wore yérda

of probed and amfe grourd, following et 21l tiges the line direction deaigneted
for the advance. Having probed his three yerds he %92 rolls to the side and
thus the platoon or ather unit conblmes t3 advance behind the rotetlng leaders
positlon aof the coluam, along a trail that can be readily frlioved sven ag
night because of the scellops and because the wrobed ground can readily be
located by feeling. MNeantime all sen who are ust at the head of the calumn,
taking their turn in prabing, will angge thewmselves in digging the ae¢allop
whersver they fing thegselves. whan the seallops have reacied & szlegted or
frescribed depth of #o88lbly not wore tlan 12 inches or a floot and a half,
Becording to emnditisne, the wenm will then enzaze themselves in Jaining their
scellopa 4o the one next anead sf then by cubting ot the intervening lwumps
along the ground thas trey heve probed wnile Joining thenselves to the ed jagent
mane The final result 22 this Procedure is t9 produce a sneke~1ike, hut safe
trace thraugh the wine-field, which hes eitier becouws & series of scallops

ard lossensd, probed ground or en agtual contiuusus, very shallow communic
&tisn trench. This extrevely shellow cospunicatiap trensh ia actuality be-
coues the trage of e trail whieh the first unit or apy Succesding unit can
eegily follow by erawliing or walking, in acecsrdance Witir the type of Pire

being emplaoyed sr not em2loyed by the enemy 5 cover the mine field. The
adoptisn »f sueh a srocedure as sutlined abovae does dlve suae praitive metian
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that cen be immediztely employed upon encl ..E.aering & mine field and this is

veetly more desireble than the total lmck of eny coordinated plan or effort,
which has proven to be the usual zitustion &t present. This methasd would
vBrtieularly be of use 2 ;Etrols or et night. If would net supercede but
werely supplement sther uzetliods now used. It 2las shmld nat apply when

it is vitelly necessary in atteck to quiclly ferce 2 mine field without re-
gord to gasuelfies,

c krnns

OHT G. L. ADALS
Lt. Col., l4lat Infactry
COe i DILG
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The loag axis af %, Trocchie extends g approximately 25 miles along
a nertheast-scuthwyest direotion, with the Southern $ip flanked by la Pieta,
& medium sized hill. Between the noriheast-southwest bage line thus formed
and the Bapido River atreamline 4o the west, the rolling terrein lowers
gradually to the River. fThe 1,1st Infantry Fegiment, op February 1, 19l
was in defensive position along this ground, holdﬁ.ng the lend up to the River.

The Regimemtal fain Line of Resistance axtended southsast, from Highway
+5 at the northern tip of 1t. Trocchic, along tha lower forward slopes of
the mountain, then sousn across the western 5lopes of the la Pieta high
ground to a point opposits San Angelo in Teodice, a amall town along the
wedtern banks of the Rapido, The 2nd Battalion of the Gth Armored Infantry
Regiment of the 1st Arzored Division, attachad to the Uilst Zegimental
Combat Team, helg the northern sactor, along the slopes feeing northwest.
‘Where the lins curved €o the south around the southwestern t3 ‘of ik Trocchio,
the lst Battalion of +he U1t deginment oceupied tha defanse gim, and the
southern sactar, along %he line running soubh, west of Ia Pieta, to opposite
San Angelo, was held by the Znd Battalion of the 11st infantry Regimont,
The 3rd Pattalion was in a reserve position to the rear op the 2nd Battalion,
along the southern flank.

The Regimental Command Post was located in the vielnity of San Lucia,
& small town along the southern roverss slopes of L. Precchio. The Cannon
and Anti-Tank Companies of +ths Regiment in position alony the southern sacter
of the egimental defensive situation, in the 1a Pietg hill defiladse.
The 3Gth Zeconneissance Iroop, and Troop 14 or the 9lst Reconnaissance
Squadron, were athached iLo the Reglmental Combat Tean primarily for patrol
and oubposting functions. Thalr Comnand Posts and activities wore confineq
te the zouthern zector of the defense zong. On &he Begimental flanks were
the 13rd Infantry %egzimont to the south, and the 3th Infantry Division on
the right, sorcss Highway #6 Yo the nerth. :

The 14lst Regimental Canbat Team was prepared, on February 1st, 1o,
under the Regimental Field Grder #19, issued at 1300 hours, January 31,
to crosa the Rapido River on Divigion Order, L4temphs during the latter

stages of the January Campeign to °rass, in the visinity of the lar ge
‘3% bend the Rapido Porms mbout a mile west of the sowthern tip of 1%,

Troochio, had proven unsuccegaful, The mechanical difficulties of orogsing,
made extremely hazardous oy the swiftnsss of the surrent, plus the oconcenmtrated
fira powsr the antmy wes able Lo muster against the crossing sites had

4 '&:-‘H».»_zawzé.e‘my,-:.‘.;awiwéim ;
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The prosent plan comtemplated crosaing furthey south, in ths vicinity of
S8ap Angelo, in Teodice, with Companies *I' and 'Et of the 3rd Battaliom
orossing as the assault echelon. The idea was to bracket the town by orpasing
Company 'E' gbout s half mile north, and Company 'I' a half mile south,
thus enwloping the town from opposite directipna gimlltansously. Company
‘L' had the mission of following up the initis]l assmult ms a mopping-up
slemant.,

The 2nd Battalion was to oross later, infiltrating through and
ocoupying the higher ground to the weat and north of San Angelo. Armored
elemants, imsluding tanks fram the 750th Tank Battallion, were prepared to
oross af dsoon as a Balley Bridge oould be installed. Squads from the 36th
Reconnaissame Troop and Troop "A™ of the 9lat Resonnsissame Squadron had
misaions of protecting the orossing sites. The lst Babtalion of the 1iist
Infantry Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion of the Gth Armorsd Infantry Regiment
wore to demonstrats ‘within their ssctors, and composs tha Ragimsntel reserve.
Mortar, artillery and chemical weapon fires from units of the Lilst Regimental
Cambat Toam ware arranged and coordinated.

Battalion forward supply dumps were set up in defilads betwsen La Pleta and
the River. The final assembly area for the 2xd and 3rd Battalions was located
within the same area, a little south of San Angelo, and the Regimembal control
point waz established forward from the final assembly area, and about 200 -
yerds east of the Rapido, opposite San Angelo.

Initial intelligence information, seoured from prisomsrs of war and
provious patrol astivity, indloated the position of snemy strong points
in the vloinlty of San Angelo, the most 1ilkely crossing sites, and indsntifina-
tion of some of the ensmy units, 'This latter indicated that the lat, 2nd,
and 3rd Companies of the 129th Panzer Grenadisr Regiment wers defending
the vieinity of San Angelo.

Two patrels from the 3rd Batialion, and oms from Troop 'A! of the 9lst
Reconnaissanos Squadron were sent mocross the River the night of January 3l
February 1, with specific missions pointed at securing information for the
proposed orossing. FPredesignated oroesing points, and the speoific locating
of strong points to be investigated were given to the patrol. In addition,
the & trol was to Investigate and looate the hoatils oubpost lins of resistance
along the wostern bank of the Biver, nmatural and ertificial barriers bstween
the River ard cobjectives, and the strength ani disposition of anemy
defensive installations.
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The patrol from Conpamy 11,1 Succeeded in erossing soubh of Sap angels,
and penetrating a short distance inland, “Zeavy fog prevented eay effective
reconnaissance, however, and the patrol, si hted by Sremy outposts, returnegd
to aveid an easy ambush in the f'ogs The cther tgo patrols drew mechins
gun and morter firg ng they aporoached the ver, and were unable to oross.
They succeeded ip locating fnemy machine nun and morsar emplacements, on the
weatern banlk, buring bthe night of January 3l-Pebrpary 1, oarrying partiaes
furnished by the U:3rg Infantry egiment brought foot bridges and engineering
equipment to the fingl aszsembly ares, to be in readiness for the crossing.
Enemy planes tuwige oircled over the egimontal forwerd lips positiona during
the aight, dropping parsohute flarses.

'ajor General Fred 1., Jfalimr, the Commanding General of the 36th
Infantry Division, and the Divisional G~3 visited the Begimental Comnang Post
at 0920 hours, February 1, to discuss the propeosad eperation. In a phons
sonversation lator in +pe merning, the tereanding %eneral infarmed Lt. Col.
Price that the attgel would not be initiated uttil every hope of success was
apparent. The opération would be oontingent on the Buaceas of the 3th
Divigion, on the Regimental right flank, which was ettenpting to cross the
Rapide further north aid capture Cassino.

i’ine clearance ga.rties from Company 'At of +he 111th Engineers, attacheg
to the 141st Regimontal Combaet Team, had heen attenpting, during the nizht op

January 31-Pebruary 1 o gleap paths from the fipal essembly area to the !
crossing sites at the iver, A olsared lans nad beep openad to the southern
poink, hut the party wvoridog the northern path had drawn fire frop aoross the
River, and didmt get through. at 0350 hours, February 1, tha Inginsers reported
that lanes, twelve leet wide and marimqg with vhite tape, weore open to toth
orossing gites, and that g 92oond path to eagh site had been started. The rcad

to the River, gt the end of whioh the Eailey Bridge was to be instelled, had

not as yet been Swept.

A% 1500 nours, february 1, a moeting was held st the Jrd Battalion Command
Post with Officers from the Zegiment, Company 'A4* of the 111th %ngineer
Battalion who werse responsibles for minpe clearancs, ang UfTicers from the
2nd Jattalion of the 19th Znginser foglment who were spotting the collapsible
rubber assault beats, foot bridges, and the Bailey 3ridge to he inatalleqd
during the erossing, The purpose of the rTeeting was o gcoamplish final apd

llotificaticn was receivaed fron the Divisional 33, at 1410 hours, vebruary 1,
that ths attaci-_-‘wculd not be inttiated tha nizht, 411 uniss concerned wers

notified, and réconnaissance patrols te erasg the wcdvar with 4he sam# nissjions
a8 on the previoug nisht wers ordered.
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Again on the night of February 1-2 oply one vatrol suoceeded in gaining
the western bank of the Rapide, This patrol, from LY Company, orossed south
of San Angelo and penstrated 250-%00 yards inland, whore they contacted an
ensmy amourity patrol and wore forced to return., The patrol reported that
no defensive wire entanglements had been erected south of ths town, and that
the wostarn banks along that seotor were very sisep and from 10-12 Peet high.
The close guard the enemy held slong the wostefn bapks, and the River approsshes
from the sast, provented the patrol from Troop 'A' of the 9lst Hscomnaissance
Squadron from croasing north of the town. The Regimsntal outpost lime of
resistanoe was pushed up to the River lina during the night and seourity patrols
maintained from the Main Line of Hesigtamoe up 4o the River,

At 0900 hours, February 2, the Comeanding Officers, §-3s, and supply
Officers from the 1L3rd and 1ldst Infantry Regiments met at the 1ljist Regimantal
Command Fost to correlate all detsils for the crossing. The deoision was made
to have a carrying party of 160 men from the 13rd Infantry Regimsnt carry the
foot bridges to the orossing sites. Four bridges were to be provided for each
site, 2 to bs inatalled initially, and 2 held in reserve. It wes also decided
that the 13t Battalion of the 1h3rd Infantry Regiment would attack and seirs the
knoll south of San Angelo, in conjunstion with the lilst Regiment's sssault on.
the town itself.

Lt. Col. Arron W. Wyatt, (0-264395) of Ossining, New York, wus reasaigned
to the 1llst Infentry Begiment as Comanding Officer, the morning of February
2rd. Lt. Col. Prics resumsd his former dutiss as Executiva Gfficer.,

The engineers had besn worldng throughout tha night of February 1-2 and
during the morning of Pebruary 2 in an atiempt to oomplete ths mine clesrames
regquired, By 13%0 hours, Pabruary 2, they were near the River on the road
leading to San Angelo. Twentyons teller mines, apparently pewly lain with
light brush scattered ower theam, wore undarthad alon:?, the nose of tho hill
immediately across the River from San Angelo. They reguested, and were
furnished, a covaring party of 8 men from the 3rd Battalion for sesurity
as thay approached the River. Attempis to got through that afterncon drew
too much enemy fire, and at 1700 hours the enginsers reported that if
attempts that night were again frustrated, it would bs natassary to use a
Soorplon the following day, whish would require self-propslled artllloery
covorags.

G-3 notifisd the Regiment at 1600 hours, February 2, that the crosaing
would not be atiemptsod that night. Patrols wers egain organized and given
reconnaigsance missions pointsd at detarmining enemy strength and disposition.
The Jrd Battalion patrol, form it Company, was imoreased in strenmgth to
snable it to capture a listsning post locstsd along the western bank, south

oo Baiadic-o

e

-5~

P S

FEPROCED AT MaE NATEORAL Atk A



of Jan angelo. The men succeeded ip gaining the westerp bank slong the
scuthern outsicirts of gan Angsle. They then worked their way north along the
River, but failed ¢ discover any listening posts along that saotor, Lioving
inlapd and south along the road seuth of town, the Patrol noted several
houses from whien they heard ensmy voicesg.

Geueral valker, the Divisicpal Commander, notified Lt. Col. HWyatt at
200 hours, February 2, that the contemplated tactdcnl dispesition for the
Reziment had been changed. Detailed information coucerning the move was not
eveilable at the time, but in general, it envisaged %ank pénetration by banks
of the 1s% Taplk Group aercss the Repido River ang through the epen ground to the
west between the northern end of it, Trocchio ang Casgino. The Yylat Infantry
Regiment would function as the infentry unit tg &xploit and eonsolidats the
armored thrusg, .

The 18t Battalion was to move into ap asssmbly area behind ift. Trogenig
that alght, breparsd to Jump off on g 4wo hour alert, the 2na Battalion of the
&th Armored Infantry Regiment oxtending their defenses south 4o cover the
1st Battalion sector. The 2nd Battelion, of the Ulst Infantry Regiment,
remainsd in their present defensive position, and the 3rd Bettalion was directed
. %0 pull in their erossing installabions from the vicirity east op San Angelo,
both Battaliens to be ready 0 move on Regimental order. The Zé&th

Following the notification, the 1st Batitallon wag pulled back from the
line and assembleg South of Nt. Trocchie ip the hill def'ilade eu8t of the fa
Pieta, oloaing in at 0615 houra,'Februa.ry 3rd. fTheir defensive sectop wag
ogeupied by Company 7t of the 2nd Battalion of the &th Armored Infantry Regiment.,

1. cols Wwyatt semt the agssistant S-3 of the Regiment to the Command Post
of the lat Tank Group, across Hlghway :#6 Trom the northern tip op ¢, Trocehio,

when the Repimant wag notified of the Proposad move, to &9t as nany detnils ag
possible. He reported back the following morning, FPebruary 3, with the

mave were made during the day of Februsry 3rd. 44 10L5 howrs It. col, Price
viaited the Command Post of the lst Tanlk Group for that Purpose, but nothing was

B R
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Further attempss to astertain specific dotails coneerning the Rerimental
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definits at that time. Later in the morning the Regiment was informed that
the Divisional Commander was golng to hold a mesting with the Commanding
Officer of the lst Tank Group early that afternocon, at which tims the enploy-
ment of the lhjlst Infantry Regiment was going to be digcussed. At 1BLS hours
the Division G-3 had more specific information. 7The lljlst Infantry Regimantal
Combat Team, inoluding a detachment from the 111th Engineer Battalion and the
131st Field Artilloery Hattalion, was dafinitely attached to tho lst Tank Group.
All the Battalions wers to bs in sasembly area, prepared to mowe on two hours
notice, before dawn, February Lth. Orders wers to come from the lat Tank
Group. At 1920 hours, Lt. Gol. Wyatt and Captain Ross Young (0-3L8L57) of
San Antonio, Texas, the Ragimental Plans and (Operations Officer, left the
Command Post for a oonfarsance to be held at 200 hours at the Command Post of
the 1st Tank Group.

Further dislocation along the previous Regimental defense line paralleling
the Fapido was caused by the detachment of the Znd Battalion of the 6th Armored
Infantry Eeglment from the Regimenial Combat Team the morning of February 3rd.
The Battalion was detached as of OBLS hours, and oleared their previously
ocoupled defense sector at 1310 hours. Troop At of the 9Ylet Roconnaissance
Squadron was directed to extend its outpost area north to Highway # & to covar
ths gap. As of 0900 houra, February 3rd, Troop 'A' rewrted to II Corps control,
and was given the mlisslion of cutposting the sntire Regimental area, in as much
as the lilst Infantry Esgiment, imelwiing the %G&th Reconnaissancs Troop, was
schodu led to move.

During the early part of the afterncon, February 3rd, II Corps gavs
Troop 'Ct of the 9lst Rsoonnaissance Squadron the mission of outposting the
Regimental front, from Highway # 6 south to opposite Sam Angelo, and Troop 141
was to be employed furthar south along the 1L3rd Infantry Regimental Seotor.
To avoid s dangsrous weakening of the defense ling. L+t Col. Wyatt direcetad
the 36th Reconnaissance Troop to remain in its outpost position until troop 'G!
of the 9lat Reconnaissamce Squadron was sctually in position.

In gs muoh as the men from Troop 'C! could not bs in pesition before dusk,
February 3rd, Company *I* was alerisd to outpost the northern sector until that
time, but the units from Troop YA! which had relisved ths 2nd Battalion of the
&th Armored Infentry Regiment when 3t moved out were held in position to retain
ths continuity of the defensive plan. At 1B30 hours, G-3 notifisd the Hegiment
that the 36th Escomnalssanse Troop would revert to Livision sontrol the following
morning, February l, at 0900 hours. They were dirsctad tc establish a strong
point during the night aleng the northern part of the Hegimental defensive
sector, maintain patrol comtact on the right fiack with the 3Lth Division, and
then assemble just prior to dawn bshind Mt. Troochio, prepared to move with the
dast Hegimantal Comhat\‘l‘em, but under Division control.
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Brigedier Parkinson and 1 ajor Cooke I'rom the &ty lew Zealand Infantry
Vigited the teginental Command Post at 1215 hours, Tebruary 3rd. Tuo enemy
plane attacks oscurred later that af'ternoon. 4t 1323 nowrs,” 10 cane in over
the Command post erga from the west, but were driven oy by heavy anti-sireraft
fire, and headed north. At 1700 hours, 25 came ip from the southwess sl
circled ower the enemy lines dropping something believed to be supplies, ang
then headed back +ownrd the northwest., platoon of gt Company of the 11lth
Engineer Battalion wers attached 4o the Wlst Regimontal Gombat Team en
February 3rd, ang reported into the Command Pest at 2000 hours,

Reconraissance patrals freom the 3rq Battalion were sent to cross the
Repide the night op Fabruary 3-l in the vicinity of San angelo. Ope patrcl
frou Company rti+ workad its way aerosg to the far bank south of San Angelo and
irland 250-300 yards. BEnemy voices were heerd in houges along the southern part
of the town. The bright moonlisht hampered the patrols activities and it
returned without procecding further. o emny strong points ox vehicular
movement were discoversq in the sector south of town.,

Pegimental Command Post with the Rezimantal 5-2 and 3-3, the Commanding
Officers and 8-3s of caqn of the Battelions, and the Commanding Officers of
the Regimental unlettered units ang units attached to the Regirental combat
Team. Pisld Order FR0 eovering the propeseq Regimental employment was
discussed. The Order had been issued at 1000 hours, February J;.

Ths initiation of the tperation was contingent ugon the capture of Cassino
end the establishment op & bridgehead acrass the Rapi i
South of Crasino. Thg F6th Infantry Division, divided into Pask Foroes f4% gnd

The initial objective op Task Foree ' sonsisteq of objective 11v, 124
ard '31 along Fhase' 1ins 'A*, which extended ip g semicirole starting about

& half mile gouth of Cassino and swinging west and nerth with Cassino as the
hinge. Secondary ohiectives consisted in fenning out to the west and south
8cross the open ground o the sequino River to the weat, capturing the town of
Acguino Lo the west, and Pignaturo to the sauthvest, and trapping and destroy-
ing the enemy in he whols Liri River valley, fhe 11s% Intantry fesiment wns
also to agsist ihe 3L%h Division in capburing the town o Pledimonte, further
northweat along the western slopes of the 1t . Cassine salient.
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The 3rd Battalion of the lUjst Infantry Regiment was to revert initially
to the 753rd Tank Battalion, as a seouring fores for the II Corps Engineers
who were o install a Bailey Bridgs for armored orossing of the Rapido River.
The Battallon then attacked and seized cbjectives 'l gnd '2!, and 13% along
Phase Line 'A' in conjumction with the 753rd Tank Battalicnm, both Battalions
revorting to Rsgimental control on arrival st Phase Line 'A', and the 3rd
Battelion of tha lllst Infantry going into Regimental reservs on the arrival
of the lst and 2nd Battalions at FPhase Line tA¥.. - -

The lat and 2nd Battalions closad in behind this initie) pemetration, and
oontinusd the attack to the south and west be jomd Fhasae Lins 'At on Task Force
'B* orders The 753rd and 760th Tank Battalions wers to attaok in conjunstion
with the Infantry Bsttalions. The Camon and Anti-Tank Companiss remained
on the sastzrn alde of the Riwor, prepared to orcss and be employed on Regimen~
tal ordsr.

The Rsglment, in the meantime, remained in assembly areas southaast of
¥t. Troschio and east of La Pieta. At 1530 hours, February Lth, Brigadier
Kittiberg, L. Col. Young and Major Randall of the New Zeslamd Division
visited the Regimental Command Post to reconnoiter the ares and arrange the
relisf of the Jlat Receconaissamse Squadron elements defending the prior Ragl-
mental defsonse line. AT 2140 hours, the lst Battalion was alerted to move on an
hours notios in the event of an enemy attaok along any point of the Regimental
sea tor.

Two patrols were again dispatohed from the 3rd Battalion, the nlght of
Fsbruary L5, to oross the Bapido in the vioinity of San Angelo. The sector
south of the tomn again proved wvulnersble to patrol infiltration and ons patrol
orassed in that area. The bank further north was too olossly guardsd with
autoratio we apon emplacements to allow the patrol any astivity, or permit
the other patrol to oress north of the tomn.

During the preceding several days, New Zealand Units had been moving inte
the area south anmd sast of Mt. Troochlo and oast of La Plets, in the visinity
of the Regimantal Command Post and the Battalion assembly arsas. This ares,
opan to onsmy obaervation from the high ground to the west, already was
cccupled by artdlery units in nsarly every defilade. The resulting confusion
and road congestion together with the apparent disregard of comoflagus disw
oiplime typloal of the British Units, drew a great deal of haavy inoaming
artillery into the area of the Regimental Commard Post from Fsbruary L to
February 7. The over congested situation was likewlss beliaved responsibls
for repeatod enemy plane attacks. Twime during the afternoon of February 5,
groups of snemy planes oome over the area. One group dropped anbi-persomnsl

bonbs along the northern part of Mi. Troochio, and both groups apparsntly
performed photographio misaiomm
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Few Zealand Units relievea the 9lst Aecommnissance Squadren slemsmta along
the previous iegimental Dafense Sector the night of February 5-6. The New
Zenland phones wers hapled into the t@ginental wire network, and arrangements
ned® o have the iley Zeularders make pabrol contact with the ith bDivision an
their right flank ang slements of the 2n4 Battalipn of the 1, lst Inf'antry Regiment
which were still outposting the southers flanl: of’ the Regirental seatar.

The Wew Zeelandsrg were in the aren by dusk, and the relief eanpleted during ghe
night. Guldes Irom Proo 'Croof the Qlst %ecomaissance Sgusdron led the

Few Zealanders inte poisition. Ho pafrols were sent out the night of February
5-6 because of the bright meonlight.

At 1100 hours, Pobruary 6, Lt. ¢ol, “ratt held a meeting at the Regimental
Command Post with Captain Young, the Regimental 3-3%, and the Battealion
Commanding Officers and 3-3s, %o discugs the status ang mission of the

Regimental Conbat Team. At the tima, the operetion rewainad contingent
Upon %he cmpbure of Cassino ang the establishmenk of the bridgehead by the

3yth pivision. 4 36tk Dlvisien Directive, issued later on the 6th,
conf'irmed the preéviously made plans., Tasgi Parees 47 and '8 came under

the control of the Commanding General of the J5th Division, wio was in
stmaand of Combat Command 'R wnlch included both Tagk Forces,

In order 4o remove the Battalions from the congested arse and resultant

incoming artillery barrages laid into the assarbly areas along the reversa
sloper of Kt. Troechio and east ot La Pieta, and to have the Enits in a better

pesition to exeoute the broposed operation, naw assenbly ereas were recomnoitorsd
during the day of February 6. fThe area shosen lay to the east of Highway £6,
almost due east from the former positiona, in the vioinity of Ch. Cicerells,
between Sen Vittore and Corvara. 1line clearance was oeaded, and arranpged

for with Company "4 of tha 1ilth Enginesrs. The Jattalions moved inte this

area immediately after dusk, February £, in the foliowing order, the 1at,

3rd and the 2pq last, and all were clozea in by 2230 hours. The Hoginehtal
Anti~Tenk and Cannen Companies were netifiod ak 1750 hours to male a reconngig-
sance of that areg the Following neoroing, February 7, and move in.

The Chief of Staff of the 384y Bivision, Golonel Tlneent, with the
Plvisional 6-1, visited the Regimental Command Post ot 110% hours Tebruary
6+ At 1500 hours Ik. Onl, i',”ya%t visited the Somand Posg of the lst Tank
Group %o coordinate plans for the operation. The Regimental Comrand Post
arsa was agein subjectod %o periodie artillepy shellings during the
afterncen, and two enemy clane groups eircled over the area, one £T oup
of 10 »lanes dropping bombs aleng Tichway #6 east of Coassino.
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At 1300 hours, February 7, Lt. Col. Wyatt and Captain Young moved to ihe
advancs Begimental Command Post which was established at La Pasternelle, to the
eust of Highway # 6 az it ourves around the morthern tip of Mt. Trocchio.

At 1500 hours, the Regimertal S-2 and Communications Officer attended a meating
at the Command Post of Task Force 'B! connerining their functions in the
operation. The inti-Tank Company moved into the new area in the vioinity of
Ch. Cloerelle during the aftermoon of February Tth. A%t 1950 hours, Captain
Morgan, the Comsanding Officsr of the 3rd Battalion requested ard was given
permiasion by Lt. Col. Wyatt to tale the Company Commanders from the 3rd
Battalion on a patrol redommaissance to the vicinity of the proposed crossing
sits along the Rapido. They returned at 2400 hours.

The site of the Fegimsntal Advanecs Command Post, in La Pasternells, was
usder fairly clear cbservation by the ensmy. Cassine lay atraight ahesd along
Highway 7 6 across opsn grognd, and observation positioms atop Mt. Cassino
afforded the enemy sxcellent vantage points over the low grouwnd to the south
including La Panternslle. To minimize this risk, a back door Jeep trail was
preparsd through defllade into the town. The 11ith Engineers comstructsd the
trail and cleared it of mines. A4 1730 hours, the resr Command Post was oclosed
out, and the naw opanad at 1830 hours, February 7, inLa Pastermsils, 2 1/,
miles southweat of Cessino. -

A1) attempts of the 34th Division too apture Cassino had been unsucessful.
They had suscesded in aspturing the northern end of the valley Cormed by the
aastern rim of the low ground and the Mt. Caira-fassine mountainous salient,
ard had gaioed a foothold along the emsiern ridges and hills of the salient.

The enomy, howsver, was firmly entrenched along the southern and western heights,
and held Mt. Cassino, tha southern tip. The hizsorically famous Abbsy of
Uontecassine, home of the Benadictine Monks, straddled the very tip of Mt.
Cassino, commanding the eastern and southern approaches to Cassinoc, and
dominatimg the entire area.

The Germans, in flagrant viclation of Internatiomal Law, had cocupisd the
Abbey, usipg it for observation and defenss, Possession of this virtually
inascessable bastion by the enemy rendsred anmy taotical movements through the
low ground to the south extremely hazardous., It likewlse groatly lmperiled
the success of an atiempt too apturs the town of Caasine situeated at the bazoe
of the Mountain. This tastical situation was the primary obetacle to initiating
the proposed emplyment of ths Hegiment and Task Forses fA? and 'B! in a break
thru to the west throughthe cpsn grogmd south of Mt. Cassiso.

&
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The only apparont means of cireunventing 4iis obstacle lay in capturing
the Abbey itself op ip rendering the position unfenable for +he enemy by
demolishing the structire. The imeriean forces had pursued the former course,
hoping o avoid the necassity of destroying the ancient shrine, symbol of the
@ourees of Christianity. Hemce the tactical sinployment of the Regiment waa
azain shifted to the north, this time into bhe Togthold which hag been
established along the eastern and nerthern ridges of the 1. Caira-Cassino
mountainous struckurs.

at 2005 hours, Psbnuary B8th, -3 ingzired how long 1% yould tale to
get one of the Battalions on the road to move Lo the vieinity of Caira, which
wes gituated about two niles north of Cassino along the eastern slopes of
the mountainous salient. There had been three serious counterattaclks by
the enemy in the mountains north end west of Caira, and mdditional troops were
to be moved in, Capbain Young informed G=3 that it would taks sbout two hours
to put e Battallon on the road. A% 2030 hours, 1t. col. “fyatt was directed %o
have one Patialion on ths road by 2230 hours, February 8. Tha Battalion was
%0 be under Division control, and possibly attached to +the ilgna Infantry Regimeut.
The 2nd Battalion was alerted to move, and 4o talz their warmeat clothing and
twe blankets per nan.

The trail %o Caira was s tortuous and hazardous journey. The only means of
4ccass 4o the town and the Toothold which had been established in the mountuins
invelved werlking north along the eastern rim or the low land, from San Vittore
through Cervare and San T'ichle to Portella, then doubling bask toward the
southwest into the valley between the emstern Tim of the lew land and the }ount
Caira-Cassine mounteinous sallent. The route then ran south along the sastarn adge
of the low land, nearly as far south as Casalno itselfp, cut west across the
valley, Ploar, orossing the Reapildo near the Italian Barracks gt Villa, amd
finally north along the eastern base of the mountaing to Caira.

The roads leading north through Ceryaro, 3an jiichsle and Portella ware
1little mors than trails, wirding and twlsting tortuous 1y alony the mountain side,
The conbtinucus rains of FPobruary 8-11 loocsepag tha soft surface of the r oada
and renderod them almest impasseble, some seahions with nearly a foot of soft mud
on the surface. The entirs routie, from the tine it laf't Cervare, was unday
elear observation from the Abbey of Yombecastine ang nany points, partioularly
the crossroads in the valley, were subjectad to congistent and acecurate
ariillery barrages by the enemy. here the route ran acrcgs the valley floor
to the west, it came virtually under the nosss of the Germans ocoupying the
Abbey of Iontecassine and the surrounding heights.

SECRET—

- 12 -

+

BRI Ay THU HATIONAS Vg e,



Y P

The 2nd Battalion, under LY. Col. John C. L. Adams, ooversd the trail
the night of February 8-9, cloaing into the area north of Cairm at 0530
hours, February Gth. Only a minimum of 20 wvehinles wsre taksn along because of
the harzardous road sonditione. Guldes from the ili3rd Infantry Heglment met-
the Battalion in ths vicinity of Ceira, and guldsd the men into an assembly
area north of town. At 2230 hours, February §, Lt. Col Wyatt was notified
thet the previously plaznad opsration was off and that the 2nd Batiallon would
have the mission of relleving the lst Battalion of the 135th Infantry Rsgiment
of the 3lth Division during the night of February 9-10. The balame of the
Ragimental Combat Team would move to Calra the night of Pebruary 9-10, in
Division ressrve. Quartsring parties wore to be zent tot he vielnity of
Caira early the following morning, February 9th.

At 1200 hours, February 9th, Field Order #21 was issusd, dealing with
the move from the vielnity of Ch. Cicorelle to position in the mounteins
in the vioinity of Caira and Cassinoc. The 2nd Battalion, having moved into
the vioinity of Caira the previous night, February 8-9, relieved the 3rd
Battalion of the 17%5th Infantry Regiment, the nlght of February 9-10, in
defanaive positions of Hill # 706, along the southern end of the Mt. Castellone
ridgze, The 1st and 3rd Battalions olossd into ths vieinlty of Hill # 213,
along the eastern wall of the mountains bstween Cassino and Caira, the night
of February 9-10, and cooupled Hill #593 south and east of the Mt. Castellons
ridgs, in relief of the 135th and 168th Infantry Regiments of the 3Lth
Division, the night of February 10-il, The Cennon apd Anti-Tank Companies of
the Regimant wers directed to move back to the Regimental Servise Train, in
the viocinity of San Pistro. The 13ist Fiald Artillery Dattalion moved into the
vicinity of Portslla, prepared to support the 1lijlst Regiment when it moved
into position, Company Gt of tha 2nd Chemical Battalion was sttached to the
1llst Reglmantal Combat Team, and directed to move into the vwioinity of Mt.
Maiolm, along the eastern wall of the mountainous salisnt, south of Calra,
on February 10th.

The positiona which the troops of the llist Infantry Regiment were to
ocoupy ware Looatdd in the midat of the Mount Calra-Cassine mountainous
struoturs. The lofty snow-capped peak of Mt. Caira towers well above the
othey mountains, from the north at the base.of ths salient. Mount Cassino
forms the southern tip. The main feature of the intsrvening terraln is
Mt. Castellone, with its rocky ridge line extonding south. The southern
part of this ridge is denoted Hill #7068, and it was along the southeastern
slopas of that hill that the Znd Hgttalion was to move inbo position the
night of Pebruary 9~10. Mt. Maiola liss scutheast of Mt. Castelomns, and

Jjust north of Mt. Cassino,

.13 -

FEPRONNIED AT THE HATUINAG AL fEe,



.
i;,,«

SECREF-

The repaining feaswes of the terrain atop the salient are less
promivont, and consist of pipgr nills and drays, Shough the Peatures theme
solves are all cut along rugged linps. Hi11 593, ombo widen the lst and 5rgd
Pattalions ware to move She night of February 10-11, ig situated in the pidss
of tha saliant, angd Forms the soubhermiost hill which had been wrested from
the enemy. The sRerican positiong atop the salisnt exteaded in the ferm of g
seni~cirele from the eagt The sidewnlls of ghe aplient are extrerely abrupt,

"

maldng access to the positions along the top difficult and perilous.

The Jegimentsl assisbemnt 5-3, the Ctmpany Comiander of the Regimsntal
headquarters Company, and dnartering parties from the 1st apd 3prd Babtnliona
noved o fairn the morning of February 9th. guides from the 135th Infantry
Regimont were appointed to maet the 1st and Zrd Battalions when they reachad
the vioinity of Villa and Will 5213, The conbact point was Daad Junetion
#L, near the Italien Barracks gt Viila, and the time seg at 1800 nours,
February 9th. The Beginental Comrand Post at Ia Pasternelle was closed out at
1810 hours, February oth, and eperad in the town of Cpips at 1920 hours.

The relief of the 3rd Sattalion of the 135th Infantry fegiment by the
2nd Battalion of the 1Lls4 Infantry Regiment, on pi1i £706, wms accomplished
the night of February 9-10. Porgard sloments of the Tattalion h2d worlked their
way up the mounkaing, through the draw between : %, Castelomns and ¥r. ailoa,
end reached the hill at 2010 hours, acampaniad by suides from the roelieved units.
Ammunition was inventoried and transferred over, and an axchange of blanlpts
arranged betvwesn the Battalions, to avoid the necessity of carrying the extra
welght up and down the mounteins. Tortars frop the 3rd Battalion of the 135th
Hegiment remained in vosition until those of the Znd Battalion op the 11at
Reglment were zsroed in Por defensive fires, 7he relief was completed by
2300 hours, without ineident. The 1st ang rd Pattalions of the lU;lst Regiment
closed in to Sheir asseubly ares on Hill £213, south of Caira, at 0205 hours,
February 10th. at 2000 hours, Februery Oth, ArrAREenEnts were made with the
135th Infantry Regiment o have uides at thoeir rear Conmand Post, near
Saira, %o guide Th. Col. Wyatt te the forward positions at Q700 hours, the
following morning.

A% 1300 hours, Pebruary 10th, risld orger 22 was issued, sovering
the proposed smployment of the lst and 3rd Battalions. The initial mavement
consisted in the occupation of positions sn 1111 #5093, the might of February
10-11, in relisf of elements of the 135th and 148th Heglments of the 3l
Division. i1l /993, the knoll immediately northwest from the abbey nn
Lt. Cassino, formg %he Soulikern tip of a minge ridge ruming north and goubh,
the northern sart of waiieh iz called the "Snplesg “fead”, because of its
aphearance on a conhour #p.  The 1st Battalion wag %o move onto Hill £593,
wlth the *rd pattalion Turtlhior =orth ulong the "Spales Headh,
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The attaok, to be Imupohsd at 1100 hours, Fetroary 11, would be mmde in
smjwotion with the Fth Divialme Tha 1lst mittalicn was to bs the sssault
eohelon, attacking south from Hill 9%, to cupture Hills # 569 and F7h.
these latter Jay direstly south of H1l 593, HL1L 574 teing dus west
of the Abbay of Noxtscassinoe Tha Jrd Battalion was to follow oloss behind,
smeolidating end holding Hill § 509, and then pushing om to MLl  5Tha
glopwnts of the 1%th and 168th Infantry Reglments wers to assault the Abtey
itaelf, from positions eawt of Hill § 593, and the 13%-d Infantry Regimnt
twd the miasion of eapturing the tomm of Cassino.. The 131st and 132nd Field
Artillery Battalions wers in direet swport of the stthok of the lilat Regiment,
and the 155th Pield Artiliery BEattalion was in general supporte The artillery
rrage on the snamy poaitions would sommence &t 1030 howrs, Felrmry 11, and
1Uft o order fram the Commnding Officer of the 1ilst Mfantry Regiments

At 1130 hours, Pebrmary 10, 1t Coles Wmtt and Captain Youmg atitendsd & meeting

at the Regimental Comand Post in Oxire, atiended by General mlibwr, the

¥th Division Asaistant Divisiens]l Comsnder, Getteral Butler of the Aith Divixion,
the Division G-l, (=2, and Ge3, and the Commnding Officers of the d and
3rd Infantry Regimnts, e attask for the morming of Felruary 11 was the
subjest of the conferenss, and £fim)l arrangements and coordipation were
reachede IY% was desided to Imve the lst and 3rd attalions of the Ulst
Rogiment cowpy Hill # 593 an & terrain featurs in conjwtion with elemsnts

of the Fith Division, rather than in relisl of thoss slemnts as arigimlly
p¥nned, The 2ud Mttalion of the lilst Regiment me to be attached to the
U3rd Infantry Regiment for cpsrationml purposes onlys The Frenoh Bth Marrscan
Segiment was to attaek enemy positions on Mte Oaire the night of Felxwmry
10-11, and the 13rd Reglment was to relieve the 1i2nd Regiment in positions
along the Mt. Onotellone Ridpe the same night.

Tt. Cole Wymtt held a oonfersnoe with the lst anmd 3rd mttalion Commuding
officars and S-3s at the Regimental Commnd Fost at 1630 hows, Felwuary 10th,
and gave them fiml ccordiption for ths attacks The nsed for close
acordimstion of effarts betwesn the st and Fd mitalions was wtressed by
Ite Oole Wmbtte The Regimental Commndor pointed out timt the tmotioal
sitwtion offered the cnemy exellent flanking fires against ow troops
as thay moved out to the attmeke Heavy maohine gun fire Would lmve to
be amployed, firing over the head amd from the flanks of tha attaoking eshelons.
The oritical supply problem was alse discussed, and crders given that the
man should oarry all possible rations into positiona with thems
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One of the most oritisal elsments of the entire cperations wms the
swpply problem of gotting ndequnte samunition, rations and othar hedcsssary
items to tha positions atop the mountainse 4 forwrd Regimental awply dump
ma astablisghed near Portella, which was as far along the route to Cairs
&8 it s feasible to use Vehloular tramport, prom that point forwrd, dom
into the valley, aoross the nllay floor, and W the mountaing to position,
suppliet wars moved by mule trains snd, in the initial stages of the operation,
& good propartion of the bulk ad o ba hand ocarried. '

The first stages of the Swpply axiz, « mobar! transport to Portells wmn
tied wp the Pfirst several days by the nearly wpassible rond conditions
caused by the oontinuons heavy ruinss Many stretohes slong the roxd ware at
beat one lans wide, and though the traffic had been routed cmeemmy over the
worst parts, whap a aingle vehiols bogged down the entire oolumn ms held up,
Mo many ocoasions during the nights of February 0w11 angd Pobroary 1i~12 ¥shioles
slid of £ the raad, or wore bogged down in the desper ruts and t1sd up the whols
stream wntil olearance aould be mudss British thnits Hinwioe ad to use
this route, and thepe bulky and lsss powsrful Tohislaa, partioularly the anbulances,
war'e frogquently stopped. The trip from cervare through to Partella, o olsar
throwgh to Cairs oould bo coversd in lesz than an howr wder normm@ sonditiong,
During the firat days of the eperation in the mountaing s A% Ifrequentily requirqed

8 hows.

wre moving up the mountain into position, the Regiment wmaz umibls to get
sufficlsnt mules to bandle the ik of the supplisss Of the 150 mnlse

promised, only L6 mq arrived at the muly park near the formrd Regimental dump,
&nd about half of thoss had beaen alrendy mlknd Por 30 milss, and were unfit

for duty that night, Evory attompt was madg to #soure more, and some wrs
diepatohsd fran the L2nd Infantry Regiment park, Fim1ly, at 0200 howra,
Fabruary 11th, a train of 55 mules Ind been organised, leadsd and started om
the road,

Any asocunt of the campaign into the momtains sbove (ira must
Decezsarily reflsot the diffioulties and bardshipe of this swply route, -
The tralls had to by myigatad at night, beonuss nearly the sntire route, and
partioularly the part leading aoross the walley floar, was under olsay
shony obsarvation and subjeoted to samadstent and acourate snomy artdllery
firess Disperml of the mule traing wag lmpogsible beeauss the aingls road wag
the only mine—olmrsq Jane, and the mulss sonidntt o dispatohed singly
becauss of the mcesslty of guides and mintaining centaot along the trails

lending wp to the mowtains,
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The almost inconceivably difficult part of the task lay in scaling the
mountain sides. Ths rains had loosenad the thin sovering of mid on the
rooky tralls making theme xtremsly slippery, and along many atretohes it wms
virtually impossible to gains foot holds. -The aside walls of the Mt., Caira=-
Caasino monntainous struoture are very abrupt, and offer faw draws to make
the climb easier. In many inatanoes, ropes had to be tisd from man o man
to pull and guide the suceeeding men up, or lead the mules over tha worat
part. The main supply route led across Eill 3 213 from Villa, and up the
draw betwsen Mt. Castsllone and Mt. Malola. An altermate routs, used to
supply she 2nd Battalilon om Hill # 706, led up through the town of Caira-
and up the draw between Mt. Caira and Mt. Castellonms, and then south along
the aastern side of the Mt. Castellonme Ridge. '

The nights of February 10-11 and 11-12, ths two oritical nlghts of the
operation, many of the suppliss had to be hamd-carrisd becauss of the diffioul-
ties of petting and organiring mule trains, and because scme parts of the
trail were nearly inmcocessable to mule transport. Saeveral trucks bad ventured
aoross the walley to ths west, to the base of the mountains, and acme suppliss
hed been taken that far. The enemy, through observation and by knowing the
only availsble routea open to our supply was abls to pour acourate mortar and
artillery comncentrations onte the trail. As a result, a great deal of dis.
organitktion was inavitable, many men were wounded, and tha trall was littered
with dead mules. The darkvess, and unfamiliarity with the trails the firat
two nights further conplicatdd the task.

Mon to handle these mules and suppliss wers recruited largsly from the
Cannon and Anti~Tank Companisa persomnel, armd latsr, from a group of 200
replasements received by the Reglmenk the 12th of February. In the initial
stages, ons trip up the mountain with supplies required from dusk until dewn,
and was so arduous that a man oould only be countsd on to make the trip on
alternate days, though in many instances the same men wers required to, and did,
work ceasslsssly at the task. The difffouliy of the whole task was augmented
by tha faot that the type of fighting whioh ccourrsd atop the montaln required
for the most part the heavier grenade and mortar ammunition in largs quankitiss.

A platoon of engineers from Campany 'A' of the 1llth Engineer Battallon’
checked into the Regimental Command Post in Caira at 2L00 houra, Pebruary 10,
for duty to work the tralls. They were lnstructed to do what maintainence
work they could on the trails, and to begin early the following morning, as
soon as daylight parmitted. The vlatoon reported in at 1140 hours, Febroary
11, that they had accomplished what they sould on the trail, and that it would
possibly hold up for two-three days unless the mules chopped it up Soo badly.
The platoon was directed to réturn and service the trail further forward, %o
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forward, to tye Tielnity of the Regimental forward Commend Fost, The artillery
barreges had sontinually Interrupted the mzineors! sfforts,

The 1st Battalion, umder Captain Newman, and the 3ré Battalion umdar
Captain Morzan, moved from thair aSsembly arem om Hill # 213 and into position
in the vicinity of Mily # 593 thae 2ight of February 10-11, closing in gt
2300 hours February 1o, and C030- hours February 11 refipectively, They

positions omly, the nove not being a relisf or those elements, The Repimental

advanse Coumend Post wag moved from Caira and eStatlished on the aortheastern slop

of the '"Snakes Heed', & little more than & half pile northeest of Hi11 # 5o3
at 1700 howrs, t'-‘ebruary 10,

’

Hill! # 598 forms the touthern tip of & smail north-south ridge line
in the midst of +the Mowmnt Cairp-Casging mownteinous Struotire, and is the
key terrain featurs in thae defenss (rom the South, or in en offense from
the north directed to tare Mount Cassino and the Abbay of MonteCassino,
The terrain etop the southern part of the momtainong Salient consists or
minor hills ang draws, 4 deaper draw axtends to the gest from south of
Hill # 593, across the northern siopes of Moumt Cassino,

"he impression the Eeglment had been civen was to the effect that
Hill # 593 was actunlly occupied by elements of the 34th Divisiom, and that
the 1st and 3rd Battalions would aenmter no difficulty in oceupylng the
H3i1l the mnight of Fabruary o-11, dotually, the positioms ccupiod wers Purther
north alonz the ridge, in the vieinity of the "Snokes Head?, e enemy was
Tirmly entrenchad on E111 4 593 its21f, and held Aeturs smplacements behind
a 3tome wall ruming acrosa the oD of the Hill which afforded them
excallont dofenta pos itioma, .

The occupation of Ki11 # 593 the aight of February o.11 thus assumed +he
natire of an attmek its elf. Pafare the men Teached the vicinity, they had
already beem required to work their way up the tortusus mewmtain trails,
from Hid1 # 213 up through the draw to the west betiraen Mt, Cestollone and
Mt. Maiola, amd south #long the top of the nmntainous structure to the
"Suskes Haadt, From that point om, ths mon #oountered heavy opposition
from the enemy positioms on Hil1 <f 893, and mor bar ord autometic weapoa
fires from the surroumding hills to +he South and west, Close aontrot wmy
made with the memy, to within 20-30 perds in magy instwmces, as the men from
the lst Battaliom attompted to work their wmy Sauth from the *Snakes Head!

along the sides and top of the ridze to Hi1] # 593, Both sides wed larpe nunbers

of hasd grempdes,
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The asttack, at 1100 hours, February 11, had tobe lpumched from these

procarious positions pained slong the ridge south of the tSnakes Head!,

Tho units were well under strength, with between L;5.50 % reduction in combab
strength previous to the present operation. Casualties suffered during the
oocoupation of positions the night of February 10-11, and s further reduction
in strength caused by the unusually large number of stragglers who had been
unable fo make the perilous mscsnt, further reduced' thd on position strength
Just prior to the attack to mearly a 60% reduction in combat efficisncy.

The lst Battalion, with Company 'Cf as the assault schelon, began the
attask at H-hour, 110 hours, February 11, coordinated with similtansous attacks
by the 142nd Infanbry Regiment on the Ragimental right flank toseize Hill
§ L6B which lay dus west moross a small draw from H11) 4 593, apd elements of
the 135th and 168th Infantry Regimsnts of the 2yth Division om tha R, gimental
left flank which were attempting a frontal attack on the Abbey of Monteonssino
across the draw which ran east from Hill # 593, The objeotives of the lhist
Infantry Bagiment conslsted of Hill # 569, immediately south of Hill # 593,
and B41l # 37k, further south and dus west from the Abbey, A fairly acourate
sonoept of the relative height of these hills can be cbiainsd from the hill
nurbers, in as much as the mmbers are detsrmined from the contour heighth
of the hilil.

The initial attempts of ths lat Battalion to advance south slong tha
ridge to Hill # 593 and beyond to Hill 3 569 encountered extremely heavy
mortar and artillery concentrations laid into the area, anmd autmmatie fires
from peiltions on Hills # 593, 458, and 517, and the sbbey to the south.

The primsry obstasle blooking the advame consisted of theflanking fire tha
enomy was able to bring against the shook troops, from their positions on

Hill ¢ L6B to the weat, and the Regimenmt had no means available of counbering
or evading this fire. The nnlts, in their reduced strength, were sble to maks
only igolated apd short gains against the firmly o stablished defenses on Hill
#593. In many of the situations, these successes had to be galned by ereeping
and crawling along the barren and rocky surfaces of the ridge and dislodging
the enemy from hia positions with hand gronudes.

At 1130 houra, Captain Newman, ths Commanding Officer of the lst Bsttalion,
reportbd to Lt. Col. Wyatt that the Command Post of Companmy 'C! had been his,
the Compatyy Commander wounded, and all oommunications with the Company knoolmd
out. At 1205hours, the l[2md Infantry Regiment reported that their leading
company was likewise held up in its attempt to take Hill # lif8, Captain
Nawman reported short gains at 1243 hours, but that heavy casualties were being

suffarsd.
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The fierce aloga-in struggle for positions on Eill /593 instad throughout
the afberncon of February 1l. Hand Grenades, used offensively and defeng ively
by both sides ware frequently the only thing that oould be employed bocause of
the rocky natiure of the terrain and the olose contast maintained with the enomy.
Over 1500 grenpdes wore used by the lst Pattalion alone during the afternoon,
At 1330 hours, L+, Col, Wyatt reported to Gapsral Wellor that stife megistance
wag still telng encountersd op Hill 4 593, and that g1 7 LAB, to the wst,
would probably have to be taken, instead of Juat placed under Tire ag the 11)2nd
Infantry Heglmsnt wag doing, before the Heglment could suceeed in dislodging
the ensmy from Hill # 593, at 1355 hours, the 1/2nd Infantry fegiment reported
that ons company was being slowly advanced South through the draw between Hillg
# 593 and 468 1n an attempt to flank tho defengive positions.

The enemy Jaunched two coufitara ttacks during the ‘af¥arnoen of February 11,
ons of severs intensity at 1200 hours from the positions on Hill # 593 and onse
at 1600 bhours, of smalled proportions. While both these counterattacks wers
repulesd with heavy losses to the enamy, the total effect a8 to nsutrplize the
attempt of the 1st Battalion cleoments to advance, and the positions remained
substantially the same throughout the afternoen. The 3rd Battalion, though not
in the original assault echelop remainsd in close support of the 1gt Battalion,
and likewiss suffered heavy casualties from boing in the midst of the artiliery

By 145 hours, the strength on position had been reduced to 10 8fficers
and 66 Znlisted Men in the lat.Battalion, and 12 0ffigers and 9l Enlisted Men
in the 3rd Battalion, Lt. Col. Wyatt at that time notifisd Captain Hewmsn of
the 1st Battalion to combing the elements of the lst and 3rd Battalions into
one unit, using Captain Yorgan, the Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion
a8 Executive Officer, The men were to be ordersq to dig in and hold their
Present positions, and 4 strong combat patrol was 4o be kept south along the
ridge toward Hill F 593, +o k2ep in close touch with the suemy disposition.
Pefens ive artillery and mortar Piras ware arrangsd. Supplies, with the 8Xw
soption of grenades gng mortar ammunition, would probably be adequate bacanse
of the redustion in atrength, '

. The largs number of easualties sufferaqd during the initial osccupation and
during the alt8rnoon of the attack accentunted the difficuly and hazardous pro-
blem of svacustion of the wounded from the mountaing. Additional Litter tsams
wors reorulted from the Anti-Tank and Cannen Company pPersonnel, and, on the 1Z2th
of February, from a gEroup of replacements assigned to the Regiment. To briog one
wounded man down I'rom the mountain pesitisns, in & litter, froquently took a team
from eight to nine hours. The Battglion Aid Stations had been sel
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up st the head of the draw between Mt. Castellons and Mt. Maiola, and the
Regimental Ald Station at the base of the mounteins, near 7ills, south of Calrs.
Stragglera also oooasioned difficulties during the operation, Nany had fallsn
out during the march into position the might of Pebruary 10-1l. Becsuse af

the eritiocal shortage im o= position strength, frequent attomphts had been made %o

fnsuin these men froe the vieinity of the town of Salrs snd the Ald Ststions
return them to their units. .

Information received frem prisonsrs of war saptured the aftermcon of

broary 1lth indicated that spemy unlits to the Regimamtal fromt eleng Hill
3535 wers from the 361 Panser Orensdier Regiment. The priscosrs atated that
the hills further sast were defonded by parachute troops and, to the northwest,
by mountain troops. Prisomsrs captursd the following day, Fehrusry 12, on
EL11 ;68 confirmed that informatiom, and identified ihe parachute troops
as the lat, 2ad, and lith Companies of the lst Parachuts Regiment. The presence of
units of the 36th Panzer Gremsdier Re nt, and 5 Companies of the 200th
Pansor Gromadier Regiment was slso imdiouted.

The Regimemtal Commanding Officer, Lt. Cols Wystd, smd the Reginantal
8-3 aud 8-2 eparsted during the period of the attack and the subsequent days from
the Regimemtal adwance Coomand Post looated along the northeastera base of the
tgaaing Head', atop the mountainss 7This positiom, slthough it offared the
Comsanding Offioer and the Btaff Operations and Intelligence Offiocers olose
contact with the attack, wes within easy rangs of the enemy fires, and
was frequantly subjected to artillery and mortar ooncentrations.

The ypoaitions alsmg the ridge north of H111 5 were held during the
wght of Pebrumry 11«12, A% m?honrl, February 12, Its Cole Wyatt reported te
Lte Oole Price, at the Regimextal Comsand Post im Ceirs, that e forward
movement was possibls but ihat the mem were holding the present positicms
in oloss oonbact with the spemy, with the limitsd strength awsilable. At

woom, February 12, the Regimsntal 3-3 estimated that the Begiment was rati
Rmde? & 75K raduction in Sombat -mgzouy. Lt.Col. Wystt also reporte hat

theres had bosn several looalized sounterattscks durimg the night, Irom the
vioinity ef Hill $#593, which had bean repulsed, and that the ensuy showsd

5o inolimation to offensive sctivities this mornings. Two patrols had been Inpt
forward of the Reginental positionsz the preceding xight, aleng the ridge towsrd
Hill §553, to keep im clows touch with the ensmy dispositien, The ontirs,

arsa had been frequently subjected to heavy mortar and artillery fire.
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1%, Col. Wyatt toiq Lt. Col. Price that there was urgent need of
grenades and mortar amrunition, and Woolen gloves and soaks for the men en
position, The continous rains and cold windg atop the mountains

At noon, February 12th, the Assistant Division Commarder notified Lt. col,
Wyatt, that the 1st and 3rd Battalions had the mission of holding defenaively
in thﬁjﬁ Dresent positiong dleng the ridge between the "'Snakes Head! and

93.

along the slopes of Hil1 # 706 throughout tha period of the attack. At 1510
hours, February 12, 14, Col. John €, L. Adams, the Commanding Officer of the
2rd Battalion, Teported to i, Col, Wyatt that the strength of the enemy
along that sector was unltmown, and that a strong counterattack againat their
pogitions might be hard to stop, To strengthen the position, the 1i3rd
Regiment wag sending elements of their Igt Batbalion dnto that sector.

At 18L0 hours, February 12, Lt Col, Wyatt notified Lt, Col. Prige that
there wag g posaibility that tha 1st and 3Irgd Battalions would be moved back
Lo the vicinity or gi1l # 706, near the 2nd Battallons positions, that night.
The mle train wag held up perding the decision, but flanally dispatched
to the same position when ne werd Was received. The promised relief 4id
not arrive, ard the men held their former positions, A minor counterattack
Was launched from Hill # 593 aboyut ohoo hours, February 13, but the men
experienced no difficutty in répulging i, Throughout the night the engineers
continued theip maintainence work on the trails. The congbant uge by the miles
and the surface destruction from the shellingg Tequired continous work,

Lt. Col. Wyatt attended a meeting at the Divisional forvard Command Post
in the vicinity of Caira shortly after noon, February 13th. He was notified
that the 1st and 3pq Battalions would be relieved frop their pogitions
the night of February 13.-3) by the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Sussex Brigade.
The Battalions would then move north +g HITL # 706, along the southern part
of the M, Caatellone ridge, to the same sector the 2nd Babtalion had been
otcupying. That sector would then become ihe Regimental defense sectar,
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The Regimantal Surgeon was dirsated to 1a;‘a€§ all the Battaliom Aid

Stations with the 2nd Battalion Ald Station, at the bead of the draw betwaen

Mte Gastollons and Mt. Meicls, and the Regimemtal Sy notifisd to grow

all the Mmttalion swply achelons to work to and from one dugp. Guides

wers arranged to taks th trogpa of the Roywl Sussex Buttalion into position, and
from the 2nd mttallon to gulde the lst and 3rd Battalioms to HL1L f* 706,

At 1045 houry, Febrimry 13th, the Reglmntal Commnd Pest at (xiro
received a dirsst hit froms 150 mm artillery shells The shell récoshettsd
from the roof of the adjoining building and Plowsd into the sandbag protestion
soross the door of the Commnd Post room, exploding on conthet. r Tt, Col,
Wputt wg killed apd Lt. Cols Price wounded. The! sntire enlistsed personml
o the Regimental Plans and (porations saotiom were wounded and bad to be
evacimtads Ibe Cols Price, tefors he ms evacwted, nobified I&. Qol. John
0liLe Adams, Cosmnding Officer of ths 2ud Bttalion, that hs was in command
of tho Regimante Lbe gol, Adams notified Biptaln Ross Youmg, the Regimantal
8~3, that hs would easumd the additlomal dutiss of Exsoutive ffioer.

The lat and 3rd Battalions wers rellsved frox posltions aloag the
ridge north of H1l £ 593 the night of Febrwry 13-14, by the 2md mttalion of the
Roml Sussex Brigafis. The rellef was effeoted by man to man repMoawnt
in the defansive positions, and was completed ut (|20 howrs. Guides fran the
2nd Btinlion lad the lst and 3rd Rattalions narth to the vielnity of
Bill 4 706, the mem alosing in at 0600 hours, This ssotar, along the
sgutheastorn 8lcpes of the Nt. Castellone ridge then becams ths Regimontal
dofonaive sectors At 0600 hours, Felrwry lith, the formmr Regimeninl
advencod Commmnd Post was olosed out and moved to the head of the draw botwsen
Mt, Oastellons and Mt. Miols, near the Regimenial defensive positionn.
The Regimental farward Casmnd Post and the 3 Battalion Commnd Posts Wary
then looated in the same spots The Regimental -2 and G=3 returned to the
Cowmnd Post at Caire to comtinue cperations.

4 Trwe ws requested by the ememy the morning of Pebewry i, to
ensbls them to remove their dead and wounded from the positioma along the
mountein topss A eeszation of hoftilitles and artillery fires wms graatad
to axtend from 1030 hows to moon, and Mbter extended to 1330 howrs, The
truce was arranged Through the Ui2nd Infantry Begiment, and the gector
oonserned ws sitouth of the Regimentel positions om Hill £ 706, and to the
wost from H11) § 593. Over 155 dead alone Wers ramoved from that seotor
by the spamy.
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A% 1510 hours, February 1, 6-3 requswted the releass of Company 'gr
of the 2nd Chenieal Battalion fros the Regimental Coabet Teams The laizon
officer froam the Conpany had reparted, earlisr in the afteracon, that
the Campany had eight of their 4.2 mortars set Up in the draw between g,
Castellons amg yt, ¥adola +- Lo -Gols. Adams roportad that the Bopimeut was. shoet
"R organio mortars, and 14 t o ]

Combat petrols worked South frox the defensiye Positions the night of
Pebrunry Uj«15, sorcss the draw south of ut. Castollone &g the vioinity of
HL11 $517, aleng the southers pert of Mt. San Angelo which liea south of
Hte Castellem along the weatern wall of the mountainous anlient, (ontact
with the Snomy was made s the petrol attsmpted to work to the top of
the H11l, and the patrol was umabls to proceed any further, Betwsen the
hours of Q400 awd 0600, Fobruary 15, ansmy artillery was unusually agtive,
shelling olpta 1nt¢m1u:{ froa the front line Poaitions wali back,
The town of Balre and the vicindly of the Rogimontal Cammand Post mwap
subjectesd %g partioularly heavy oonooi:traticm, over 700 rounda falling in
that area. Heavier caliber, 150ma and 170m artillery, was uied primarily.

It. Cel. adamg returned to the Bogimontal Command Pogt in Caira at

00 hours, Februar 15, and the Re imental advanceq Comand Post wag
olosed out. Later In thne merning, goginning at 1050 hourn, Amorioan
planes bagan s series of bombings of the Abbey of Honteacassino, The
gormans had installed gun emplnosments ang obaervation posts within the
Abbey jteelf, apd the only alteroative facing the Fifth Army lay in
demolisning the strunture. Leafleta adviaing the religious ang olvilipn
Sgoupants of the fameons 4bbey of the proposed destruction had been propelled
iod the sbbey by artillery on the provious day. Flight arter fUght of heavy
and madium bembers, over a hunareq Planes in all, came in Tram the aouth,
3pilisd their bemb loade onto the Abbey aad emmpy amp lacementa along the
8lapes of Woumt Oasaingo, and oiroled ore $o the west, The anolent structure
erumblad inte g heap of ruims under the hoavy assault. Over 150 apsmy were

4t 1400 hours, FPebruary 15, the Regiment was notified o have a quartering
party at the Divigion Command Post at Cerwaro gt 0800 howrs the followt
morning, February 16th. The Rogimental 8-2 and 5 men from each Battalion
poved out the marning of Fobruary 1éth to recosapiter & rest arsa for the
Regimewt in the ¥ioinity of Pratella, baok @long the Volturno esast of

Highway #6. A% 1500 hours, Pebruary 15, It. Col. Adamg visited the Advange
Divislon Commmnd Pozt, 1n the vioinity of Calra, to dlaouss the dsfonsiwe

situation with Goneral Staok, the Asgistant Division Cammander, 4t 1830
houra the Regimental Comand Post im Calirs wma olosed out and moved to

& bullding about & half mils Rorthwest of Cairva, along the slopes of ut. Caire.
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Arrangements were mads thY gﬁﬁhﬂEJF&bmaw 16th to make patral

contact with the British Units to the left of the Repgimontal positions. The
contact point was & house in the vicinity nmarth of Hill #5932 which had

formorly been unsed for the lst and 3rd Babtalion Command Fosta. A patrol was
sont to that point at 1730 hours, and contast mads. with the British at 20738
hours, and maintaimsd at thres hour intervals throughout the night, The
following morning the Commanding Officer of the British Units, the Tth Brigade,
requested that the arrangements be cancelled bacause the .British troops were
Indians and he was afraid they might shoot at the American troops. Ths British
wore notifisd of the locatlen of our listening posts.

The Commanding General and Esgimentsl Commanders of the BSth Division
visited the vicinity of the Regimental Cormand Post and 1ine positions on
Fabruary 16th. Seourity and contact patrols operated from the Hattalions the
nlght of February 16-17. Toward morming, the Brikish made an attempt to take
Hill #593. Intense activity in that area, with a graat number of ensmy flares,
was reported pericdiecally by the Pogimental listening posts and defsnse positions.
The British succseded in working men onto the Hill, but fallsd to hold any gains,
and wore pushed basck along the ridge toward the 'Snakes Head,®

At 1730 hours, February 17, the 2nd Battal ion roporied that a security
patrol, working forward fromthe Battalion position, had destroyed an sndmy ,
mortar snplacement, and probably a machine gun, with hand grensdes, The
emplacement was loncated in the draw south of Mt. Castellone. The Bogimantal
defensive positions had remained stationary from the time the lat and 3rd
Battalions had moved north to Hill #706. The dsfanses line rap gensrally in
the form of a circle, with the 2nd Hattalion in a morthesocuth 1ime along the
southern slopes of Hill #7106 dsfending primarily toward the asouthwest and
west, and the 1st and 3rd Battalions situated further down the slopes toward
the southeast dsfonding south and southwest,

The Regiment was alertsd, the night of February 17-18, to be prepared
against the possibility of a German sounterattack. British Units wers
attempiing wide scales attacks, with New Zealand troops attacking acrosa the
Hapido Rover townrd Cassino, and Indian troops attaeking south seross Hill
#5935 to seize the Abbey and Mt. Cassino. The Regimental listening posts
and dsfonse positions reportsd intensive activity periodically throughcat
the night, in the vicinity of Hill #5935, Tho offensive mttsd posaession of
Hill #593%, but further penetrations toward the Abbey were repulsed, and the
bridgehoad aoross the Rapido, whioh the New Zoalandars had extonded into the
outsicirts of Casaino, was pushed back across the River ths following day.
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At 1300 hours, Tebruary 15, 1s. Col. sidoms oponad an aedwanced Jazimental

Comaand Post at 4he hend of the draw betuwmon o g, Castellons and i t. I'aiola

in She sawe position irith ke 5 Eattalion Comiand Pests. ceneral Stack, the
Azzistant Division Comander visited the Gornang Fost ab 1530 hours, and

made a tour of the Batimlion positions with the Regisental Com-ander.

At 1615 hours, the rear Regimental Cosmand Pogk %88 noved buck into the town of
Caira. The positien outside the town had baen located within the french sector,
and a nigher schelon French Unit claimed the bullding for its own use. Security
atrols again worled forward fron the Batbtalion positions the nisht of February
E -19, and the Regiment recained on the alert to asaist the British in holding
Hill 2993 in the event of an enemy atterpt to racapture that position.

Lt. Col. Charles J. Dapholn (0-21293) opr Poughlnopsie, Yew York, was
assigned to the iegimont as Exocutive (flicer, february 19th. At 14350 hours,
February 19, L. gol. .dens ordered & patrol conslsting of one Offiser and
several Bnlistod l'en to he se3t fros Conpany 'Tt 4o contach the British Units
in the vieinity of the "Snakes ead®. The patrol reparted in at 1500 howrs
that there were no troops on the "Snakes ead", bub that She Dritish held
thelr positions further south elong the ridge and en i1l FE9%. At 1510
hours, Pebruary 19, the Ferinental Liaisen Qfficer %o the Rrifish Brigade
reported in to the Command Post, sonfirming thodir hold on Hill #5935, and giving
the details of a realigmient of their foreeg pointed to renewsd offensive
sobivities,

Throughouy the ni-ht of Februery 1920, contact patrols weore maintainea
to the flanks of the Fegimentnl pogditions, with 4rne Lrltish on the Isft, and the
WL2nd Infantry on the riht. GSecurity satrols were active %o the froms of
the Battalions, and harassing nortar png artillery coneentrations fired onto
the eénemy positions on rilis 65 and 51T Considerable machine zun and
anall arms fire was reported from the uerth, along the slopes of 1 t. Caira,
throughout the alght. The follosing meraing -3 reported that Gerzan patrols
had attempted o bpropl through the Prengh linzs in that stotor, but had been
stopped by the French. .

Duriny the night op Fabruary 20-21, reconcaissance patrols fron ths 2nd
Battalion worled Poryard from the Comge.ny 'Pt and Conpany 14t postionz, to )
investigats the saemy disposition. Tha patrols both returpned in s}wrtiy after
0200 hours, Pebruary 21, ang Feported nearing digzpinrein sotivities south of
the 2attalion positlons, in the viginity of i1l ;,’ﬁgg- Joth patrols went oub
azain, one Lo work south threongh the draw hetwoen Y131 517 and the "Snales
Head" and abtempt to capfure prisovners end the other to specifically locats
the digping antivities. Yhe prisonsr patrol drew [ire and raileq to oaptbure
any of the snemy, but ronaineq In the draw ag a listening post, and locatsd an
enemy nortar position. The other patrel lilewize specifically loeated the
enemy dizping what ups belleved to be moriar noeitions, south of iil 4517,
These areas wars imrediately placed unier norsar fire,
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The Gormans oountersttacked to the sest, during the aftarnoon of
February 21, from Hills # 517 and 468, and north through the draw between
Hills # 468 avd 593. The attempt was apparently aimed at recapturing 111
3 593 and establishing a breskthrough betwsen the British and llist Regimantal
dafense positions. Hoavy mortar anmd artillery Jconoentrations preceded the attack.
The Company 'F' cbservation Post cbserved threg-four pleces of artillery firing
from west of Hill # L68, mbout 200 yards south of the Battalion position.
Mortars fram Company 'H! and Company 'M* laid approximately 80 rounds into
the area, amd reported hearing enemy men screaming followlng the barrage.
Shortly aftermards, about 50 enemy were cbserved working their way north in
the draw between Hills # 593 andmi.ée.

The enemy then fired red flares, following which smoks wea Ja id onto
positions on Hiil # 593, and a short time later a green flare was fired, at
which aignal the epemy fires ceased tamporarily. Heavy maohine gun and
mortar fires from the lllst Infuntry Regiment and the British Units on Hi1l
# 593 repulsed the attacks, and the enemy efforts ceased shortly after 1330
hours, although localized intermitent activity was noted throughout the
afterncon.

A reconnalssance m trol from Coampany 'I', the night of Februsary 21.22,
reportfed aneenemy machine gun omplacement along the northern slopss of Hill
# LS8, and due socuth of the 3rd Battalion position. The patrol was unable
to rdach the position becmuse of the homvy hrush. Lt. Col Adams, ab 2355
hours dirsotad that either ths patrol should return with bazookas and rifle
grenadss, or that mortars should bs fired into the ares with the ides of
ksaping the enemy sirong points terrorized. A% 00%5 hours, February 22,
the Ragimental Commander notifisd the 2nd Hattalion $-3 to have s patrol
work forward from both flanks of the Ragimental position to within 200-300
yards of the enamy position, and to have them remain throughout the following
day to observe and wevent any enemy mine laying or patrol activity. The
men should remain oomosaled unless they could utilize their fire power
profitably, and should take a radic along to relay their reports.

At 1140 hours, February 22, Lt. Gol. Adams held a meeting with the
Battallon and Company Comandera at the Regimental Command Post. The
purpose of the meeting was to discuss means of impreving the morale of the
men, and changing their attitudes from defensive-mindsdness to apggrossiveness,
0 maks them anxious to kmep harrasing fires on the ensmy positions with
svery means availeble.

On February 22, the Ragimental 3«3 requested the Divislon g-3 for
enginesring personnal +o0 blast machine gun emplacemsnts to the fromt of
the Regimental defensive positions. THT explosive charges amd fuses to
make a "bee~hive™ blaster would bs required for the work.
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The enrineers, from Company 1A' of the 11th Engineer Battalion, failed ie
get through the evening of February 22, but reported in the afterncon of Fep

the Ird and 2nd Battalion positions, was coarmletad the following d3y. The
4e2 chemical mortars from Comany 1t of the 2ng Chemlcal Battalion
furnished covering fires for the engineer yersomnel while tha prelimnary

At 2025 hours February 23, G-3 notified the Regiment that Company 101
of the 2m Gheruicai Battalion would be detached from the Regimentay Combat
Team as of 0600 hours, February 26th, Security and contact patrols were again
active the night of February 23-2), but no unusual activity was reported
from the German positions. oOn February 2lith, the Regiment Vas notified that

Patrols during the might of February 2L-25 engaged in sucgessful activity
to the south of the Regimental, positiona. A security patrol from Compamy WFw
captured tws prisoners who were believed to be from g wire tapping patrel
attempting to work theip Yay behind the Regimentay lines, Later interrogation
subgtambiated thig fact, and identifieq the prisoners ag bedng from tha
2nd Company of the kith Parachute Repiment, Anothar 2rd Battalien patral of
one Officer and 3 Enlisted #ep morked their way through the dra gouth of
the Regimental positions and ente 11 # 517. They swprised amd killed 5
sentry puarding the Twing atop that H11, ami began ssarching the body.

Bafore they were abla to fimish, three enemy rushed them from hehind the
ruins and in the ensulng close-in fire fight, the patral disposed of 211 thraa
Wwithout loging a man, The activity apparently alerted Germmp poaitiong

had been Wwarking formard frop the Recimenta] poesitions each day, leaving
early in the morning and Teporting in shartly after dusli. Contact mirels
with unity on the Regimental flanks, and sgcurity patroplg worldng in the
area to the from, of the defense Positions were active each night,
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RBelief for the Regiment ws Lcomplished the night of Fabrwry Sow27,
by the Znd Battalion of the Hlek Infantry Regiment of the 88th Diviaion,
At 0800 hours, Pelruary 26, the oaqmmand Tefporaibility of the sector ¥vas turned
over tbe the Frenock, whose unite Iaga relieved the 1i2nd and Ui3rd Infantry
Regiments, :

The Regimenmtsl Commnding Officer, Colonel Campy, snd recommissincs
partiss fram the FHlst Infantry Regiment visitod the Commnd Post and the
defense positions during the aftarnoon, Fobruary 26th, and 2iml deteila
arranged for the relisf. The reliaf was sooamplikhed by wirits, and
ocmpleted at 0800 howrs, Fetronry 27, without ineident, Compray 2% of
the Flst Infamiry Regiment rolisved the lst Dattalion of the 1iist Regiment,
Gompany "F" fls 2nd Btitalion, and Company ¥G" the rd Mattalion. The
Beginontal Coommnd Post st oaira wia alosed out st 0900 howrs, Folrury
2T snd opemed at 1245 hours at Pratella, ]

The relieved units, after olsaring the mountaing, Moved by fook semegs
the wlley to 'the Regimntal supply dump at Partells, and from. there by truok to
the rest Wvomo area &t Pratollas All unita werd alosed into The area
&6 1500 howd, Peliruary 27ths On Félruiry 28, LE, Cols Adaid hald a iaweting
with I¥e Cols Denholm snd the Cammanding Officers of the Bt dioas and
the Reglmntal unletterd wiits to mks Arrangements for the rest period
and entertalmment for the wen. The rest ma rdly meded; apd wll deserved;
efter the arduous campeigns of Pebrinry.
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Casualtiss of the 14lat Infantry Regiment Lor the month op Februery,

1944, were ag followe:

KILLED 1IN AUTICRI...............

DIED QF WOUNDS

WOUNDED IN ACTICH
INJURED IV AQTTION
KISSIIG IN AQTION

TOTAI.B........................

Enemy cesualiien eng destroyed meteriel for the

ére as follovag

Prisomra of }I’“..-l.-..uoo-.l
Killed..---.....-...-..-.‘-..-
i-’cunded.......................

I:'E.chine Gunﬂ.-.--...--.--.-.-.
81mm Elartﬁrﬁ................-.
75mm Anti-Tanlk GUllewenannngaa,

END

OF’FIOIFL.
S eAnGy 3652T

Captain, lilat Infentry
ADJUTANT

OFFICERS CNLISTED [EY TOTAL

: 2 26

3. 12
15 190 205

0 12 13
18 567 585
38 g02 840

ESTILATED

KoN ADDIZIQHAL

5 —m—

31 195

- 35

6 ]

2 yi3

1 —_—

Repsrt or Operationg iritten bys

Chards $-

CHARLES G. SCHJARTZ 0-2055789

2nd Lt., Regimental Hg.
- 1l4lmt Infantry Regiment
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SEADQUAKTE R, 1L1ST INPANT AY SEGIMENT, i IFLB JHE fewn
' AP0 35, U, 3. AIMY

16 dane A5hiy

Bubjeob: Transmittel of Regimemtal History and Conedusions from Operatioms
To 1 Commnding General, 36th Mfautry Divialen, APO 36, Us B. Army

1o Porwaded herowith 1s the Beport of pardtions of the lilat Mnfmtry
Tgimeny, Rifls, fér the wonth of ¥ay, 19k,

2, Thres azpoois of tha operations ongaged in during the month of May,
154k, require spacial oamesat.

4. The leag psriod of statle warfure during the paes winier and
spring areatesd an atbitude of defomse whiah had t0 be owreoms before offomaive
opsrations oguld be conducted with speed snd offisismey. Although all raska
wie amtious te bo moving ferward, the greatsat difficulty was sxperisnced in
inpreasing the texge of all phases of supply, mowmoud ard iosuanee of arders.
Individoala amd unlts wero slow and delilsrats whon spood should bave boen tho
Iyyeerd. This atdiwude of delwnse acscapunied with deliterate, dodalied and

‘omplets erders gAve way W am aggprvsaiw attitude aseenpaniod by yapid changoo,
mvemat) axd ordery, howsver, ths change wms d4rf4ou1s.

b, Commnrications persemsl accustomed 6 oomplets wire systvemn feand
in defensive operntions had fatled to mintain o high atate of effisiovey in
radio osmmnloationss The tiem o ia prehibited ccatimmuy wire
ooeauniontions due Yo lomg 1 apd rapid woversad. As a remild units weee
froguontly out ef gommuisationn, and contrel diffisult.

8. Oluse umar freat line Infantey uadts by anbictonk and tank
destroyer units 1g anm s b0 sasanhial. During pest eporations in this thealre
the wapena of tank destroyor ualts ware used rrimoipmily as ariillsry and ansie
fank sorpaniss were used for carryimg partiss. 7This paat mwploymmd wms o
ceise of groat diffisulty bsing exporisnced im getding thess su TROPODS
inrt -positions Lrom they oculd engage smomy armwr belore asruak
faot troocps, Cemmanders of andi-sechanised woapsan initiaily almgly would a0b
push thelr wapoma far emough forward, olther through a failure o uaierstand

the oress osuntry abllivy of their wamsportatiom or threugh a miseonmpilon of
olose supports Small loval soumtar-atiasks ascempaniad by a fow tandw o
armored pervenmel carriers are freguantly mde during a gemsral withirawal 4o
ald in breaking contact. These attacks muat be mt and gtopped by aatl-tank
wapony whioh can hit the epemy armer befors it resches the fromt lime Inlpntry.

&y Inslogures: (/b1 cn
Inol ¢ 1 ~ Heport of Operations CROARDING
Inal # 2 - Consolidatsd Casualty Fepory for Usrch, April amd
Inol - Maps, Italy, 1150,000, Shasts 158 IIX, 158 1, 150 11
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don was: to be imosdiately attached to the poqhnntﬂ Comeand Post, . - R
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, hwa?{hylslha.mcenﬂmd threx
resistines was eucountered in g
-¥roops moved forward withous hturrngt ons : Pak
- the sdvanoing lines, and the mmin elekenty,




By nm, 29 Iy lfidc.
! llong' tha ‘southern !'hnk, with tho 2nd Battalion on the laft

§ Whg ho 56th Tn ¥ Division direshod the
11 ﬂu c.thct o Veuotri d‘t. ﬂu Reginental unika
had mede, and slewly push forward by -H.tg 1.lulnt|d
4the looalined- .dvanu. Colenel ol
%o onch o the Battalions, direating them. tn ke p.troh eni
thnlain lm,udmupwhrntho;rmndmu e

mx&-int the eancellabim of the attack, Corpany B was u-ign-l to. e 2t
tn: §0 reinferse ita. positicn. Company,A of the og-i
whlion wus attached to the Reglmantal Cambet Toom ay of 131.0 hdﬂ'l 2
« ind Company A of the 83rd Chomionl Battalion as of 1500 hwrh
: ab the 2pd Batteicy puiﬁion, ‘the'abtached Thnk D

3 h Tank Deslro
: 6.'3"61;:& B6 Lave

Regimantal Coanand. bm 61-91.
11122. abn_ _ ;5_!11.; mxth-ub of

1‘m rosimed the ; ag’s
i e ﬂ*;:;:?.:*':r“' '*’"Mf e
L ! push.i.ngparul ol ta’ e
almmo.ra:ﬁn 8ma1) pooksty of #
tb advanoe was oonbimmg
o liolated strong pninta
Lo IHMM ‘I:hom. ‘

t‘rm ihf. turn
and the 3rd Bagw
d almtb duo ealt

- B

tba Rogimentsl line was about 2 l:!.lu
o.. fnrthor narthaut. Tha igt Battalion furhhar nerth an
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galped, howaver, onca tha mine - fialde hnd bnn rlnnhd,‘ T
_ by W00 hours, 29 ¥ay 1), the lst Battalion reparted to the Regimental  , |, .
B Udmndht that Cocpany O hed: out the main read runing northeast from Vellotrd - ' T
" and estiablishod: a road bloak about 2k nilas' from the towne ArtAllory bartdges’.
;Ao LY the 2nd: Battallon 4p far  shork period dur tho oarl ert of the !
- efternom, buk the a.dvmgg contimed ggﬂrt the . in; mﬁuﬁ, B The'
Jrd Hattalion encounterad the only heavy raaintance frr onny &% ound todces
sfendihg strong poinks in the' 3rd Battalim dechars. Ab: 1530 hm, 29 uay:
gu;, sthe Assistant Division. Commander’ visitod the Hogimmtal ca..,m "_oat -nl
humud' thei holdup. of the 3rd.’ Baktaliem . with Colanel Harnon a!‘
Yq and: 1 waa decided’ thatXaud L Compinies: should attaok t
fui hlbg mrn.nmtha rd Battaliog :dvnnom The Assistant Diviﬁ.cn 0 r cn" 1
A nﬁ“vi-uoa the OcomandPogt of the 3rd Battalien.: A 1800. hows’: Gl drel Emmr.
it kraporba& £pom the 3rd Batbtalion Cowrsnd Post, thn.t the odvanoe: lnd Fowy rosumed
' and had suoqoeded in pushing noross. the railroed 1ino whioh rune sandy'from thl'
jowti. of  Valletri, leew than two adles’ from the oity: An ynoimy wut by tow.:
anka againat the lat. ﬁaﬂalim pol:ltinm wan . hra]m up. 'by u-tn:uy rire. utr“
99?’1}@',% 29ty 10, ¢ :

 The’ ﬂwmmding Genurul o.t ‘the éth In.tam;ry Divioicn di.rnc‘ﬁéd oI nl :
Eq‘nnuy. At 2330 hours 29 lly 151;3 .that -¥he mosant Bssl.mml l‘mu‘ uhn\lm A
14 and cutposted throughout the night sid Pollowing mérping, and’ “thay the
Rogimrthl Gommander was o report to the Uivisim Gommarjd Poab’ the” ,dnh wgp:qa' -
- Angj the mnmg of 30 May. 194y, . ab 0900 houra for e pqnfu‘m«amd
lanyg for the' 1l|1l_t Infentry.: Several’ isunara were. dought- o the' Regin
Lwo-mlwsbthonigmwag-v}umyl mﬁn;atmlot'miapri" .
% Of.War atptured In tha last. ssverdl diys, Under intatrogs blon, the prisomeri
o midont: without: 9%oeption,: talisd freely and. ‘willingly, giving a1 the ipformes -
of; tling' had- at thefr disposals . Ameng the prisaders: brought ‘{n had 'b‘oeu ’"C‘v '
13 ﬁnuinnn wha had’ boen, énphurad by the omnav i Ruui.a nhq. ed 'td won it
" the' encay 10 Italy e BT

;_Lf"i_l}ﬁ Jhours, 50 May. 1§4!;, Coloma Harmny held a amreremc w?d: the Data,
6ligi Gobminders, Reglmontal Staff, end ths, Command ing OfZ{cers.of tha 36k
o’ (C) Bat‘bal:tqt nnd ‘tho Regimontik and uttnoha& unrt€e:’ta dﬁ.mw\ﬁhl
tharl.l nolker- hed mophionod. that marning,. 6&11.0% oor - (G )

mqu boon ardaréd to. réligve. the lhlsh Infhy _
i, the reliaf %o ba- acuy. ", 200 s
19&1}.( Tid poplﬁﬂitial wore opan for the silesquent. uo:ﬁﬂa‘n - 0:" tho't
nfuptry.  Otw wos- thob. tho gﬁht Infantry would bo nok ﬁ“tﬂh‘i 'f-b oxp

K &aah through t6 the hurthwsb the let Armared Division wieis »
,athar ¥as thot the' 11at Tnfantiy would move to an assembly aped: nnrﬁhanlt
v Velietitl to mwait further asalgmmanty 0 completiomn of tho uli,af, Gonpanie
'r«;f Biand @ of: the 805th Tank Dostroyor Battalicn weuld Favars’ iu sokrel of tb;
~ 36&!1 En;inaur (¢} Battul:l.td in defenaive: mgpcrh. :

. Tha Commanding Gomral hnd discus aovoral pui.nta ing h.'l.l émre#endo.
Che subjeot whioh hed coused say 4 riaulty wna the aditro}l of athohod Tonk -
' I‘aatroyur ond Tenk witse Goneral Walkor statod that these units wara deti,nitu-
o uy' under tho command of the Eﬁgimuh.l Coxmmnder. Thesa mppwhing *enpant
: S ..' - . , l . . ) - g -
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BTy emeurtered by 4o thlss Tnfmtry,

ominf-otitels wre -;lly mde with 3o5 benks

Tover the 3 wnly routes;

W ni-ht of 30«31
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- 3 1) Hat Infrntry nig~ Plw i mledon.«
of aepturing the towm of W llatri, Oreretionrl ipmtructions lsswd at 1445
hours, 3% My 104, detailed the vlans for trking the torn. The 1t Brttanld onj
from 1ts pesitions argt of the town wra tg rdvrnee from the engt wile the 2nd
Bettalion from the Mgimental regerws wrs to rdwnnos southwe st towrd Vollatrt,
Tho 3rd Battalion was diroted to romrin 4n its nresent position urtil 1600
- houra, 31 My 19/}, while t%% 85th Iafentry Diviaion on the Ulst Infontry right
flrnk orossed its front in 1ta nush bowsrd the horthwest, amd thon mowo wemt W
Sho Repimntal roserve pres whioh Yhe 2nd Brttnlion hed coupied, Comeny & of
the. 636th Mank Tostroyer Bottnlion weg ettached to the Regimontai Combat Taad
Tor ths operation. Tha advrnoo by the Bettalion was 4o be fccomplished by pate

¥

ml highwey running northwest from -
y 'nd tha 3rg Bettalion

3 on, of advenoing south
rimntal regervwe rrap g the northacat, .

The 1t Bettalion, 1st Infentry, oneountersd heavy resistame in 1ty
attemts to ndvense towsrd T llotri from tin asgt during the afterncon of 3
Sy 1944, Mne f1elds hed bean Iaid,threugh e saotor, and ‘strong points qaf
Tonlatanes orgenised by the aremy orovonted the Ist Brnttalion uptts from T
" olearing o flenking the mine fi5Ma. Boyord initinl #ins, of 00500 yrrds,
no furthey Progross aculd be mede spd the rtteok wne delryed until anginiory

oould glaar lames ‘through the Tields, A4m ahomy oountereettaok with tankn ond

" tho 3rd Babtalion rord blook on the ?;Ilatr_i rord to the nirthoest, would bo
lod for Teinfordomnt) .

o . Sy

. Mghwry runming northweat from tbllntri._mt'sl}o hours, Colome} Barmony not{«-
i 240d the 2nd Batialion to o ontt hue southmat, aftay bleoking' mowepnnt from the:!
" Hortdwast on ity first obJagtive, and o trbilah & bleok op Highwy 4 7, the ..
i 111 ; ;I,Btri. During the eorly part of the

- ovening, 31 Iy 190, "the 3rd Bettalion olosed out of the Regimntal resorve

< Thus, at the apd of My, 190, the st Beimntal combat Toanm wna posped
for the orpturs of Vo 1lotri. The 2nd Battelioh was northmost of the tewn, biocka
ing the main route of supnly and rvenuy of assrtd, Thg 144 Bottalion wd age
tride the wrinoipel rord running esst from the town, ad tho Ird patte lion whg
in.position north of the tomn pronered to rdvenas 8t dewn, 1 Jung 1904, .

3-EwlRB.p
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y ' na the Illl h May, 1544
" %o the following extant: '

OPFICERS RILIATED 1BN  TOTAL
Km-.;--- 0 - o )
MIh oo = = = 0 - - 3 3
Gh e~ =~ 0 ---- 0 0
Phuwweae %0 . 5 . 35
Ik « = = = = 0 -- == v} s}
LIh o= === _2 0 2
TOTALS - - - 32 B 1o

Tho following 1s #n estirets of emmy perscnne] +od ordinanes oreurltiaes.

- . .  ENom RITTHATE TOTAL
PRISONERS P FAR = =~ = 33 - - - 0 3
= ama- 50 o0

EILIBD - -

Bagauze of the feit moving mature o the cperstions engrged inm during
the momth of Jey, 19U, end the frat thet mumerous units voried togrther dure
ing oombined ocvercbions, sm eorroxiratas sllcontion of the substantial smoundt
of :’:;w woundad and ordimnos orsurlties for the month of MY, 1ghh, oennot .
te . ' L

END

. Repart of Operations Written bys

CHARIES G, SOHNARTZ 0-2055709
2 Lt., Regimntal Bq
" Ulat Ipfantry Fegiment.
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HEADQUAATERS 36TH INpANTRY DIVISION
AFO #36, U, 3, AmMy

OFZRATIONS IN ITALY.
JUIE, 1944

ALNEX #o

1413T INFANTRY REG LIENT

PART I (3 Sections) OF THREE FARTS

Section E.....Aegimental History
deation Il....Ceaualty Report
Section IIl...Company Hietories
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HEADQUARTERS L41ST INWAMTRY REGIENT JH/ rdd
APO 36, U. 5. ARWY

13 July 1944
5U3J5CT: Trenswittel a0 Regiwentel History end Cowclusion of Operations

TO t The Gommending Genaral, 36th Infantry Divisisn, APO 736, U.5. Aroy

1, Inclosed is the history >f aperations of ‘the 1418t Infantry Regizent
for the month of June 1944,

2+ The operatiosna in June, 8fter the fa’'l of Velletri, brought about a
fagt-moving pursuit which disclssed the need .rt

te Aggressive patrolling by reoomnaisstnee units, poerating well
sut in fromt of motorized eslumne. Exporicnce in this aporetion from VELLETRI
t > ROCCASTRADA repeatedly shmwed A leck of azgression upon the part ot 3ho Afe
teched roeonnaissence eloments 8nd an umwillingnoss L3 procoed suffieis akly
far forweard 42 give Yimely warnicy of cnomy positionss It is rocommended that:

{1} Recconoaiseanco cloments' training stress oross-couniry mave-
zent 42 provent being riad bound.

{2) Reconnaissance cloments bo assigned spocific reconnRisssnce
wissioma,. -

be iHaking use 3f all types of vohiclea &2 trenepart traops Forward
guickly 82 that tho enemy, mce foresd int> retroat, could nob atop lang
endugh o make & gerius offort &t delaying our advance. In several instéancos
tho use by our traops of tank destroyers, tenks end artillory primo-wmovers in
gotting to ohjectivos brought abmut the collapse of cunemy ropistance in pisie
tisns, naturally etrong, but incompletely manned hoseuse of the spood with
which thcy werc taken under fire.

(1) It is recommendod that & divieion have additi-mel trenspor-
tatisn attached &5 carry troops duc t3 tho fact that uso ¢
organic tranaportation provonts supply instellations koepe
ing up with tho wain by of troaspe.

c+ Depondonee, to & greet cxtont, upsi r2dis cxmmunicetim. This
wes particularly nocessary in the ersss-countr, speratisma of spocial task
forcos covering oxtensive zones where go3d rosu' te wera obt2ined by usn of
radis rolays. The attachmont 2f JOR-163 ~.di2s 12 tho rogizent by divieion
end task forec wes of perticular holp and who suzzestion i sfferoed thet such
redise be made & pert of ths T/F of cach rogiment bogouse 37 tholr eupcrior

pxver and etrong conatructiome

(1) It is belicved ©'wh thoro ip a necesaity for & great deal
>f additional tmeiming for all redio spernbire in the cap~
abilitice and saintondnce »f radiose and shaervance of
redis specurity wncasures.

o Low
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2. de 4 ro-gopbasis an the will ko attack by all arma. This attitude
showed gonstant iwprovemcnt &8 the aituatisn progrogecd and sugcoss brod ¢one
ridenco.

{1) It is suggoatod that morae amphagia bg placod upsn ind se-
trinating troops with tho Imwledge that purauing unite
#hauld nat stop &5 diz in positiona while boing subjeetiod
L2 artillory fire until their sbjoetivo is redchada

OHN W . HARMOWY

Calapoly 14let Infhng 4
COMMANDING

1 Imol: History of Operetione {soxtupls)
including regimental history, saguaity report,
and company historios. Original ¢udy ingludea
211 of above plus rogimental unit journal and
1/25,000 aaps covering operatisng.
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