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. -CB 1 Cotober 194, the 1h3
Infantry MDMvisien and held a lin
running from sne thousand yards
the outsiirts @f_lﬂaéﬁﬁﬁgg FHANDE (209574 16
DU VILIAGE (205558); the Pipst Battalion on gill 9
IEPANGES; the Second Battalion on the southveat out;
tact and SECurity patrols gperated between battals
units, the 1hlgt Infantzy Regirent on the right a
Infantry Regiment of thg L5th Infantry Division o
of MONTAGHE BU VvIiirace,
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Confronting and 9Pposing the 143 neT, and wish good ohaer
enemy was dug in op high ground in ths vinods
of PREY (22531}, fhe Cerman forces wers compozad
5per$annel_grca§eﬁ to form tws main combat teasms,
Team STENGEL, Supporting and attached hostile Forces in aor
fied as being from Sth, &ih, Tthy Bth, and 1lin Companiss
balion, 726th grenadicn fegiment {regirental straopin
Company, Firast Batbalion, 26th Grepsdior Re gimeng
the 2nd Company, 93hth aar mattalion,

AL the beginnming of Ootober 19hh
BNemy, The Goarmans had reached sasi ;
the vosars mountaing, and facad with determined
close range, Proximity to home has g g )
quent use of aircraft, net only to obaerve our
21so to strafe and harass the movement of traff;
With ample Supply; the Germans were able to use fheq
tage and to fecus fire on our channelized routes of
our advance enablad the enzmy to increase his s
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The 1L3 nop October opsration WAE consistantly o
terrain, The most significant factor affacting tactig

this peried was this unfavorabls tarrain togat
tions., The weathar was very changeable with |
roads muddy and often lmpa

sight, the readsidges and [
treacherous and often vehie

Histy to heavy rain ang Llewy hanging ol
vision on the ground and completely ohst
naissance from the air. %When tha Sioy o i
in the air fop several davs at p Bima, but
gipated by noan, Artillery obssrvation was i
dibions, ' :




he fordd w3 in the area
to o the 14 VOLOGHR

itated recon-

fhile the
drained by the

l1d nob prevent th
and ibts conflusnt
River viag one, : Ly of the gravel
naissance, During heavy r 2 streams in the gy
often became torrential ror several days at a time, »
the river bed frequontly removing previcusly e¥isbing
ground on river banks was good, and the river bad wag

bty
5
[a
£
2
o
')

‘= ¥hile there
4 tangle of
resisted pene-

The foragts in this seotion were mixed pine and hs
was little or no underbrus in the pine woods arpa, -
vines and brush in the hardwood areas which limited viz
tration,

7 on 1 gctober 19hh,
cmbly area viei-
4111 728 (230-

:d it intact and

pue
5+ S

Preparatory to ¢
the First and Thirg Ha
nity of CHARMOIS (1505
L8L). patrols sent out
oene platoon secured the bridgs

secbors with the Uilet s

1iald Infantry, movac
1en to the northe
en brides at
the night of 1

]
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The First pattalies
Hill 728 and sent patrols ¢ th BAHBA Hiver runni
ing into the IA VOLOGIE mive CRLIES { 1695021
of LAVELINE~du-HOUY was

AL the same tine, sn
LEPANGES and ¢losed divh
EAVONTARUPT (198La23,

talion meved from ity position vieinity
& seven humdred yard i3

302100 Septem-

The 36th Infantry nivision Uperations Instruchis
: id ﬁiﬁsﬁ i

ber 19LL, ordersd th d Infantry to move, ong b
truck to vieinity v SUPT in praparation for an atiack a
190k, with two regiments abroast, the 1hlst Tnfamt. o
Infanbry on the right, the Loundopy lins betwsen ssctors

HERPELMNONT road, with tho g ol departure the exlsting 4
h3d nfantry with Reconnpai ‘6 Company, 536th Tank res
one Platoon Company €, 111th gnpine ; it
Battalion, and directly sunp

Division Artillery, was bo atd
and the Second pattaiian in
Zone and to soize initially &

£

The
v Battalion;
th rmdieal

to ¢lear all
land masszes

50l), and then PYEpare Lo resune bhe ablack to sodge k ‘antry Regi~
mental objective, wili 674 (259518 and to protect bhe

Llank of the
36th Infantry Division, T

I

bly area on
Bz right .
ard Third Bate
;@n'abjectiva,

The Second pattalion in Eegimental roserve movod
the northwest slopes of Will 728 ang prepared to be :
flank of fhe regiment, or to £i1l in the Zap bebwesn thy

i

talipns 25 tha First Battalion advanced beyond the hira by}

w

iy,
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Hi11 808 (258}89).

After establishing a road block midway between T4V
HAUPAL in the vicinity of 2L2L80, the Third pPatialion di
Cannon Company and Anbtitank Company, 1h3d Infantry, e
the regiment and maintaining contact with the First Batt
to seize and hold Hill B0A.

As scheduled, the assault babvtalions jumped off a2t 020475
in the face of machire gun and artillery fire coming from 5
(235L98), the First Battalion advanced west of IAVELTIE-~cu-iinns {
the high ground overlocking IE ROUGE CHATEAU (2L5L98Y and set w
positions for the night making contaet with the Third Pattaiion } g
and at 2300 hours with the 1Llst Infantry on the lsft, Patrols advancad one
thousand yards to the front without enamy conbact, : '

On 3 getober 19Lk, Companies T and I, attacked from Hill 720, orossed IR
BARBA River by the wooden bridge at 235487, meeting small arms firve,

IAVELINE-du-HOUX, cleared the town by 0800 hours, and whils o
met stubborn resistance from snemy entrenched on thedir leit
L hit:a manned German road block elght hundrad yards =soubhs
HOUX (2L1LB5) and after a brisf skirmish and with the ssois
cleared it 2t 1730 hours and sstablished a road hleck in
The companies dug in for the night in the area sast of 14
probing to the front, patrols found the enemy ling to run fv
the wooded hill facing west from IE ROUCGE CHATEAY to approxi

FEE Y e

The Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division, new chapged the ob
tives of the lLlst Infantry and the First Battalion of ihe i
ter the lhlst Infantiy had taken its initial abjective, it was :
seize Hill 676 (259518) formerly the First Battalion, 1h3d Tnfantr Live,
The boundary betwsen the 1Llst Infantry and the 1hL3d Infantry bscame -
between Hill 676 and Hill 763, each regiment %o mop up in its
The First Battalion, 1h3d Infantry, was to secure the lins
the subsequsnt attack on Hill 808 on ki gctober 1oLk, by the Sece

1h3d Infantry. ?
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After making necessary réconnalssance, the Sscond Batbalion on lj fobebar
19Lk, was to atback Hill 808 from the directien of FALL 7

The Third Battalion, 1h3d Infantry, was ordered to oo
the area south of IAVELINE-du~-HOUX, the open ground and s
690 toward REHAUPAL. :

On the afterncon of 3 cetober 19LL, the First patial!
the BOIS~de-LONGEMORE (2h1502) overlocking I8 ROUGE CHA
the base of Hill 763 where the Cermans secupied dug in p Thive
- Battalion, 1L3d Infantry, in line zlong the 2k Easting was aonfy 4
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; With Company ¥ holding the hill, moved to an assembly ares at 2kisor
itory bo an abback on gi11 808,

Germans commanded observation Trem pill 808, eon which bwo self-

cd mounus were firing bovard 1A ELINE-du-HOUX and IE ROUDE OHAT VI and
HAL1 827 (238L42% whieh controlled the REHAUPAL-TAVELINE-du-ouy road. Cow-
zading bhe Sscond fatbalion elements, advancing slowly on pill 808 pan
by=five entrenchod ensmy about four hupdred yards northwest of $if -

who were protecting a dug in anbitank gun backed up by a mark IV bask,
23 was impediately interdicted by our arbillsry.

ik

Ut the 12ft of the Second Battalion, the Third Battalion contacted the
Breiy near houses at 253uSh at the western base of uill Bod., Although the fer-
wans laid a sizeable concentration of artillery on the Third Battalion aresa,
Companies I and I advanced abreast to the base of Hill 808 to run inbo Epproxi-

ately ore hundred and fifty entrenched enemy. While Company I mementarils
withdraw, Cannon Company poured in a twelve-minute barrage. Immediately Come
peny L and other Third Battalion unibs advanced and seised Hill 808 at 041135
getober 194k, positiens wers organized and eonsolidated, _ -

e

_ on & petoker 12hk, the 143 BOT held a lipe extending on the laft flank
from:Hill 763 held by the First Battalion, through wgill 808, ocoupied by the
Third Battalion, to the RE SUPAL-LAVELTNE~du-H0UY read ab point ZL9474 dsfended
by the Second pattalion, Operations Instructions were igzved 081570 peobeber
b, erdering the 1L3 RCT to establish, organize, and maintain defensive posi-
tiong along the present front line, Baech battalion was ordered to maintain
conbaet with adjacent units, Hortars and aubomatic weapons were 50 sited as

to cover all open areas, and fields of fire wers prepatred where wouded areas
could net be avoidad. Hortar and arﬁillery“cansentraticns wire registared in
to cover a1l routes of approach. Gubpost lines were manned frem dark to day-
lights Cempany ¢, 11lth Engineer Battalion, improved batialien supply routes
and agsizted in mining and booby ftrapping enemy routes of approsch, .

During the period 6~13 gotober 19Lk, prolenged rains made the:serpentine
secondary roads through the hills tenacious mud trails., TForest patha becams
heavily mired. Vhile the forward progress of the regiment was slowed, the
cvemy wined and blocked all approach routes and then struck with all available

artillery strength.

Holding a relatively straight line, ths 1h3d Infantry extended From viei-
niby BUECHILCSSR through Hill 808 to a point west of RENADPAL, with the First
Battalion to the north holding the regimental loft flank, the Third Battalion
in the center, and the Secand Battalicn on the regimental right Flank holding
the southern anchor of the line, On this defense ling, all of the battalions
dog in for protection agsinst the fporadic enemy shelling of all areas and
carried on active patrolling to the feent and flanks, An artillsry dupl deve-
leped as sach side harassed the front lines and wear arﬁésagf,ﬁha obthar, 1mk-
ing no atiomph to counteratiack, the farpans sought simely to amags all
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information ad to our strength and positiony by aciive
reconnaissance, and cbservation from key points on

Cn the night of & cotober 19Lh, patrols to gain in
positions and strength went out Lo CHAVEDIAY (Z270L85Y, ¢
PLATICOTE. At the latter town, considerabls enzny braflils
ably horse~drawn vehicles and foot Lroops moving norkth,
Second Battalion arsa on the high ground sverliocking |

west, combat patrols smashed a German read bleck ab 2L4
LAVELIVE-du~HOUX road, clsared it with the 2id of the fines
one in the same site. A second hostile road block wesh

26LL90) was atta

Having been relieved from its positions on the fotward =
by the Second Battalion at 1530 hours, the Third Battalion
tal reserve and assembled northeast of Houe (233501},
of position, the Second Battalion on the ragimenbal righ

ing generally west of REHAUPAL to the north gide of gi
Company F on the left, Company ¢ on ihe right, Compan

The evening of 7 (obober 194, a lormidable
approaching Company §'s well-concealsd posihiong
to advances within sixty or sevenby-five yards (
men, machine gunners, and mortarmen opaned with viction
suffered severe casualties and withdrew at 2030 hours wis

b
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The night of 8 October 194k, brought especial
hour patrols from Company E travelled down 2 ravine to bBh
L75. Seeking enemy informatien and prisoners, other §
vwent out with strict orders to by-pass resistance, work well
listen for enemy activity. A Company »
junction (266L88) heard Germans talking and armos milling
Another patrol heard from arcund ERUYERES a railread lecomobiva
thought to be pulling the long range railroad gun that had hesn ©4
the day, After Cannon Company fire had stopped German mortar ©
October 19hL, a German combat patrolis attempted attack was Frus
illuminating flares,
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At the Second Battalion road blocks, mines were laid whil e
pany C, Third Chemical Battalion, set up h.2 mertars to fir ion
253473, and harassing fifty caliber machine gun fire was sp
tions, As a result of this fire, at 002250 cebober skl, a
drawn German wagon was captured and found to conbain ammuni
troops, mail from germany, administrative papers, and ledisy
clerk for the signature of the Commanding 0fficer, 2nd Comsa



all costs, a state of indifferepce and hopdlséaneas had renetrated desply among

the officers, most of whom wanted to snd what they considered a*diShéﬁﬁrable
and futile. struggle. T e e s

: As a result of this inforﬁaticn, h.2 mortars scored four direct hits on a
house where the enemy had been particuldrly active at 26LL80, as well as on
the command post of the 3rd Company, 326%h grenadier fegiment at 257477,

At the time the li3d Infantry was relieved by the 1L2 BT on the aftar-
noon of 13 getober 19Ll, the line extended from west of PIATICOIE (258508)
across the crest of Hill 808 overlocking CHAMPDRAY to the REHAUPAL~LAVELTNE-
du~HOUX road. After the regimental relisf had-baen”effected3 the Second pat-
talion moved to FAUCOMPIERRE, the First Battalion to CHENIMENIL, and the Third
Battalion vicinity XANONTARUPT preparatory to maneuvering ints posibion for
‘the assault on BRUYERES on 15 October 19hl. i LA SR

VI Corps now Qrdéfed a push forward 4o téks'BRUEERES;;a'éaﬁufaét&ring

city, railroad terminal, cenmter of supply, and heart of resistance of the (er-
~man forces in this area. From its position in the 14 VOLOGNZ River vallay,
BRUYERES controlled the nabural approaches to the strategic city of ST pIE ap»

proximately twenty kilometers to the northeast.

. VWhile the hSth Infantry Division moved to sweep across the heights north
of BRUYERES through BROUVELIEURES (grid square 2560) toward FEL:ioNT (280589},
the 36th Infantry Division in conjunction with the L5th planned to attack ab
150800 October 19kh, in the direction FAYS~BRUYERES to ocoupy the high ground
northwest of BIFFONTAINE-Les POULIERES. . . . . ST T

§

i;;Attaéhed to the Béth Diﬁisiqn was the L2 po composad af.Japaﬁésﬁé
- American troops who were to attack ERUYERES from the west after seizing ‘the
high land mass Hill 555 while protecting the laft flank of the 36th Tnfantry

Division and maintaining contact wWith the LS5th infantry Division,

: - Prior %o the arrival of the 1.3 and 1h1 Infantries in their positions, the
- FELHZR Blocking Force consisting of armor from the 753rd Tank pattalion and
the 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion held the lins and blocked the roads between
PREY and FAYS. Thile the“SECQndeattalion, 1h3d ‘Infantry remained at FAUCOM=-
PIERRE in Division reserve, the remainder- of the 1h3d Infanbry aupported by
- 753rd Tanks, a platoon of the 636th Tank Destroyer Babtalion, and Company ¢,
"Third Chemical Yeapons Battalion prepared to attack in a'column_sf_béttaligns
- .at 150800 ‘petober 19k, with the road running north from FAYS as the line of
departure, to clear enemy resistance in ibs zone, %o capbure TAVAL (230555) and
CHAIP le DUC (2L6555), and to block the three main appreaches to BRUYERES at -
- 258560 on the IAVAL-BRUYERES . road, at 2L7556 on the CHAIP le DUC~ERUYERES highe.

way, and at 256557 on the road from BRUYERES to Iss POULIERES at 298553, .

© - 'Crossings on the IA.VDLCGNE Ri?er Within its ZQBQ'Were £d:bé sécﬁréﬂ aﬁd
contact maintained with the L2 ROT on the lort while protecting the labterts

g B



fReglment, The letters wers addrswsed ta velatives of G¥rmans buried in ths
MONTELDMAR area and showed location of graves. While First Batialisn sscurity
patrols made constant contact with ths fecond Battalieon on the right and the
1lilst Infantry on the left, five trees wers fellsd and enplacemanta dug to as-
tablish a road block under the north shouldar of Hill 808 (ab 257h92),

on 10 october 19LL, the First Battalion mevad te an 2sgembly area nerth-
east of HOUX, while the Third Battalion tosk ovar positions with Company T on
the right, Company I, on ths left, and Company ¥ in reservae,

As of 10 October 19Lh, all patrolling was coordinated by Regimental §-2,
Each rifle company was ordered te =snd either patrols or raiding parties with
the express missien of harassing or destroying snemy positions and taking
prisoners, Approaching CHAMPDRAY, a Compamy F patrsl cbserved the n zzls blaat
of & huge cannon at 262L82, appresached the pasition, placed and sst off explo~
-8ive charges with unobserved results. At 2100 hours 2 Company I raiding party
compossd of fourtesn men, five men to place tha explesive chargs at sach house
with four men to cover their movements, left to destroy two houses at 281480
and 265479 sheltering units of the Secend Battalion, 326th Regiment of the 198&n
Division, Screams of weunded Germans were heard after the resulting explosiona,
‘and the raiding party withdrew spraying with fire the woods vieinity 2624L8h -
261481,

: At the same time eipght men frem Company 4, four men as a demolition aquad,
.four men covering with a bass of Tire, raided a building at 253475, Two
twenty~pound charges placed in the hasement windows destroyed the houss and
started a huge fire. Another Company G patrol appreaching buildings at 254478
ran into a German outpost., After a brief fire fight in which they captured a
‘member of the 13th Company, Second Battalion, 326th greradisr Regimsnt, thay
‘returned teo their company pesitions at 0530 hours.

Retaliating for our destructive raids on their positiens, a six man garman
patrol fired rifle grenades into outpeost positions.of Company ¢. -other enomy
patrols were also active seeking our troeop dispositions only to be repelled
by fire, ihen German units attempted to dig gun emplacements at 2521473, Sesond
'Battalion fifty caliber machine gun fire drove them off.

, Tdentified as being from the 3rd Company, Second Battalion, 326th Grona-
-dier Regiment, a prisener taken by the Second Battalion gave vailuable informa-
tion about the morals, disposition, and strength of the ensmy. He reporbed

. that his company of forty to £ifty men manning seven machine guna sach with
‘seven hundred rounds of ammunition was only two ar three hundred yards to the
Ifront. The company command post ocewpisd by the Commanding Officer was located
at 257477, This company was flanied on the west by the 2nd Company and oh the
2250 by the lLith Company, esach of approximately the same strength and armament
as the 3rd Company, All companies well dug-in in the ferest, were fairly well
protecied against our heavy artillery fire. Supplies were ample and received
in good time. However, beeause the men had bean ordered to hold the lins. zt
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barrier wis ¢

- Flanielng DRUTERES on its northern tdoe war
555 [238576) on the west and Hill 595 on ihe o

se-covered hills, giil
2

2
286, A steel logkout tower
standing on the latbor offerad cne of the bost chservation points in the ertire
area, From this poink, the Germans could direct artilleyy firve %o cover the
entire BRUVERES area and its spprooches wers prodected by he vily minad areas,

Wortiwest of BRUYERES stood yill L76, defunded by
hundred streng, reinforced by one hundred snd
EINBGTE.  Qur inbellisence sources had ghated
Lo.attacle through the 2359 grid sguars on the
The might of 1k oOctober 19LL, patrels found Lhab . group of 2
hundred enemy had moved from BRUYERES 6o the LAVAY, area and ha
tieons on both sides of the rend Just west of IAVAL at 226557,

48 schedulsd, the attaclk on PRUYERES and surrounding areas bogan at 150800
Oobober 19LL, with a fifteen-minute hammering by abtachad artilliory wiibs,
Juming off from the north-scuth read leading through FAYS, the First and Thixd
Battalions advanced abreast, the Firsh pattalion contacting the Lh2 00T on 4he
loft vhile the Third Batbalion, 1L31 Infantry Soined with hhe 1L noT on thb
rights Ab the outset, Company 4 faced Little cpposition, bub as they climbed
Hill L79 (223556) west of TAVAL they received self-propelled mount fire frem

AVAL and engaged enomy infantry in a Tire fights Company C adyanced to ths
¢ rear of Company i, while Company. 3 shood fagt mainéainiﬁgestrang contde
th the Third pattalicn, : :

The Third gattalion (Corpany I in Fegimental reéerve) mived around the
sowsiwvest shoulder of pill L9, through the draw bo the sast gide of the hijl
mreting &all Armd and moderais drtiliery firve. vhils L2 mortarg from Codd
S0 Third Chamicsl pitalion, poursd & smeke furtain on the wastern edge
ol IAVLLy Compontes ¥ dud K fought snbe the cenbar of the towd protected oa
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the left by the First pattalion units five hundred yards north of TAVAL. At
this point Company A pushing to cub the BRUYERES-TAVAL read engaged in a fie
fire fight astride the railrond tracks, receiving 20mm fire irom & £lok wagon
in LAVAL, cCracking this opposition, the Pirsbt Sattalion moppad up sixby
prisoners including the Commanding Officer. Acting asg infanivy, thess ow
Germans vere inferior troops from the 5Bth and 28tn Artilleries; 2ud o
Battalion JAECKEL; and from other seabbterad and miscallansous unibs,
better equipped than german trocps cncountered in the past, many wers read
to surrender because of the mizaion they were assigned, a last—ditsh sband,
From their Commanding Officer, Captain HAVMER, of ths Lith Campany, 736th Crena-
dier Regiment, 716th Diviasion, a sketeh was taken showing the erssy defensive
plan for the area south and east of FRUYERES. 7This secbor was equally divided
among the four companiss of the Sscond Battalion, 7356th Regiment, the axis of
defense running on a northeast-southwest line, 7The seuthern ooundary of this
defensive system ran approximately to point 239552 on the road bebwaen TAVAL
and CHAIP ls DUC, while the northern boundary extendsd on a line from BRUVERES
{0 the northeast,

During the entire day, the Germans sought to breal the 1h3rd's held on
the approaches to BRUYERES by heavy concentrations of merbtar and artillary fire.,
Not only did shells land in the faco of advaneing trosps but at the 143 pee
Command Post in IEPANGES as well s on ths 155 wield Artillery positions and
the Second Battalion, 1li3d Infantry arsa near FAUCOMPIERRE, which, in the fore-
noon alene received onz hundred and twenty rounds. Our artillery rotaliated,
flattening those parts of BRUYERES that the Germans had sought to dafend.
Eight—inch hewitzer fire was trained on the railroad twwmel at 2h2%A8 which had
been sheltering the ensmy.

During the night patrols procseded to CHAMP 1s DIT a2nd BRUYERSS. Sscond
Lieutenant O'DEAN T. COX, 0-2055220, of Waco, Texak, a Company K Platoon Ipadsr,
led his patrol into CHANP le DUC, observed thirty enemy and engazed thenm in 2 -
small arms fire fight. After killing or wounding four Germans, this patrel
crawled to and knocked out 2 machine gun position with hand grensdes, A second
machine gun position guarding the road junction at 2hE552 was lecabed as well
as German riflemen in defense lines along the river at 21550 -2L1552, and
guarding the IAVAL~BRUYERES highway at 238558 and 2L1559, the furthor achivie
tice of this patrol wers terminated when light enemy mortar five copncentrations
forced the patrol to return. i

Scoubing to within two hundred yards of the outskirts of BHUYERES, a Come
pany T patrel clashed with a Cerman 2ight man patrol scattering the enemy with
M~l and fift{y caliber fire. 4 second Company I patrol reached a wosded ridge
overlooking BRUYERES from the vizst and observed a huge fire burniing in that
Lown, Thile the Germans continued to pound TAVAL with artillery, ‘an infantry
holding force with aimor under idjor MARCUS W, ADALS, 0-359273, of Danvilla,
Kenbuclyy, Third Battzlion Bxoeubive Gfficer, moved inte the tomm,

Although receiving fire from the woods 235568, tha Third fattalion by

144



LI - .
sarly morning 16 October 1Lk, had completély clsarad all points of resistance
in IAVAL, taken fourteen priscmers, knocked out, an antitank gun, and prepared
to resume the attack, The Pirst Battalion was occupied by clearing well-
fortified houses on the BRUYERES-IAVAL road and along the railrcad tracks,

. -At:1150 hours, Company T in a column of platoona supported by two tankg
and one tank destroyer attacked from the south toward CHAMP le DUC follewad
by Company K. A blanket of Gérman mortar fire-and burstg of fire from at
least four heavy machine gung located in the houses on the-adge,of,CHAMP le
- DUC made the advance slow and difficult. Tha armor was held up by mines at n
“German road blocks, At dusk the southern sdge of CHAMP 1e DIC was blasted by
the enamy - eight large-caliber shells landing at a time, proof of long range
- heavy battery fire, As a result of this gtubborn reslstance, the Third pat-
talion held wp short of CHAMP le DUC 4he night of 16 october 15hl,

. on the morning of 17 getober 19hk, the German defense 1ins extended in
an arc north .and east of CHAMP le DUT, At the road fork north of the town, a

German artillery battery fired & fifty-round barrage. ‘The First pattalion,
responsibls for clsaring the enemy south of the -railread which ourved at BRUY-
ERES and svung to the southeast, .and for maintaining strong contact with the

L2 Ror, fought to clear the houses along the railrcad tracks ang along the
BRUYERES~TAVAL rToad. s _ ‘

Until routed out by our artillery, snipers and approximately forty men
of the 736th Grenadier Regiment with machine guns stood in the houses south of
BRUYERES and maintained a blaze of fire to prevent removal of mins "fialds.
Following our artillery barrags, Company ¢, 11lth Enginger Battalion, cleared
the mines and allowed the passage of armor, ' N

Protected from direct enemy obgervation fram Hill 595 by the scredn of
buildings in CmAup le DUC, the Third Battalion resumed the "attaclk northward, K
 After a fifteen-minute artillery preparation Company T in a column of platoons,
followed by Company K attacked CHAIP ls puc at 0815 hours., (Cempany I, worked
up on the left flank over terraced terrain to the northwest, and held two pla-
toons on the hill overlooking the tawn. on the extreme lefh, Company ¢ pro-
tected the flank with heavy machine guns and cleareq the enemy from the woods
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vicinity of 235570, Tho attack was 2lse supportsd by Antitank Company firs
from 57@mm sannon and frem [iftssn fifty ealiber machins guns, TPrainsd to
harass the enemy araa sast of CHAMP la DUC to the vooded heights of BOTS de
BORENONT, this fire created the impression that the main attack affort was
being axertad from tha south; whils sctually ths main affort was to ba sxert-
ad from the north by ths Japansss-American troops of the Lldnd Infantry,
Swpportad by Division and Corps Artillery and chemical L,? mortars those
troops were o assault HAll 576 and the small knoll directly north of BRUYENRS
and.-then to smash into ths ciby. UDuring the antirs afternson tha Third Bat-
talion, 143d Infanbry was angaged in bitter house to houss Dighting in cuawp
la DIC. ’ :

In preparation for the 1h3 and the LL2 ROTe' attack on 181000 cetoher
194k, Diviasion placed forty 37wm anbl-aireralt guns between FIMENIL and FRAU-
HENTL in support of tha attack, to fire on the large nesed hill part of Bols
de BOREMONT, moved up tanks, pourad smeks frem 5.2 amortars, whila Cannen
Campany,, 143d Infantry threw thres hundred rounds of supporting fires te wreck
buildings protecting the ansmy. o

By 11LO hours, the Third Battalicn was caungnt in 3 cress firve of snamy
machine guns reinforced wy fires from mortars and geli-propellad mounts which
held uwp the appreach over exposed tervain of our armor,

At neon, Campany A had reached the factory area of south HRUYERES and
Wwers mopping up in spite of tha severs angmy moriar barrage. Ths BAVIEERTY
with which the Germans fought was illustrated by the fact that they weuld not
permit 143d aid men to administer first aid or avacuate the woundad,

A German tank that had besn 4n a well~concealed position at 25455049 meved
to the burned shell of = house, the walls of which were atill shanding near
the road junction at 255553 and firsd into CHAMP Ie DUC and BRUYERFS. Almesh
immediately our supporting artillery scored four dirvent hibts on this Srny
yehicle, ‘ .

In the face of air bursts firsd by seli-prepsllad mounts; tha Third nag-
talion, in an attempt to cross an open area, ragorted to feinbs te hids ths
actual advancs, Smoking the ares of advance and then helding back whils 3he
Germans, thinking our units were moving up, poured heavy mortar concenbrg-
tions, the Third Battalien got acreoss the open ground bafore the ensmy ceould
again lay down fire,

By 1800 hours, the pirsh Battalion had sWwiang away from the chesae factory
where 1t had been recaiving fire and had moved under tha protecilon of a ridge
to reach the read junction at 245572 in the heart of BAUYERES.

ﬁlthbugh the LL2 R0T had been held ¥ by machine gun firs coming from

BRUYERES, it made physical combact with Company €, 1h3d Infantry at the raag
Junction 2L5572 in the heart of BRUYERES, -
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A% 1900 hours, Company L with two tanks had cleared the cheese factory
gector and had elements moving up the railroad. :

Positions were securad for the night of 18 october 19Lk, with Company C
at 246571, Company 4 near the read Junction at 248573, Company B in the bar-
racks area in the vicinity of 2LL566, Company I, at 2L7565 with two tanks and
a platoon of Company K outposting the vailroad tracks. Vhile the remainder
of Company ¥ stayed in IAVAL, Company I spent the night in CHAIP le Duc.

Histy rain obscured visibility and hampered artillery obsarvation,tha
forenoon of 19 getober 19Lh. During the forenoon, Third Battalion units moved
foryard in their sector of advance despite enemy artillery and mortar fire,
After fire from A4 guns was pul on the edge of BOIS de BOREMONT and ‘along the
houses there, patrols cleared oubt the small village of FENURE (25L5L9) while
rubble from demolitions obstructing the road viecinity 251556 was removed by a
platoon of engineers, : . - _

leamvhile the First Pattalion was moving through ERUYERES, mepping up
the buildings protecting itself against the possibility of counterattack,
clearing the town by 1130 hours. Part of the forty-five.prisqngrs_taken by
the First Battalion had the new identification, Battalion STREUBELT. These
Germans reported that their supply route from BIFFONTATNE (309574) had been
virtually cut by our artillery fire, In spite of heavy shelling of their
areas, the enemy, in companies of forty to fifty men, had not been driven from
their positions and casualties had been only moderate because of goaod entrench-
ment. Our planes and especially our armor did demoralize and did often cause
the Germans to surrender, : - . o B L

On Hill 595, the enemy was dug in twenty-five to ons hundred yards into
the tree line and the attack by the LL2 RCT was forestalled by self-propelled
mount fire coming from the road junétion at 275584 to 280488, Division Artil-
lery laid fires starting at the gbservation tower on the top and working down
the side of the hill. Follawing this, at 1230 hours, the Lk2d Infantry oc-
cupied the hill against only sniper resistance.. Tn the afternoon, the ‘enemy
alse withdrew from gill 528 (23L589) shelling ib with 8Bmm cannon as our
troops occupied it, o Ean ' .

Thus ended this phase of our operations and with the towns of BRUYERES,
TAVAL, and CHAMP le.DUC occupied and secured, the tagk of clearing the ensny
from its positions in the BOTS de BOREMONT and to the east towards ST DIE com-
renced with Operatfons Instructions being issued,committing the Second Bat~
talion, 1h3d Infantry in conjunchion with an effort to the eabt by LL2 RCT,
which was to be immediately to our north, R

‘t

As of 200015 october 19hL, the Second ‘Battalion, 1i3d Infantry had tlosed
in an assembly area viecinity of BRUYERES thoving from itg position i Division
reserve’ in FAUCOMPIERRE by motor to IEPANGES and thende by mar'thing prepatred

to attack gill 501 (26L551) from the north at, 1000 hours. ‘The Divigien plan
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called foz‘ heavy conc-..ntratlons b ’ba Firsd
. 265551 whdre intelligence soutrees I‘epmtmi E
- mortars and llght m.:schz,r\a guns ?vere in pos:

The Regment ».pont the ‘night 157—~20 cet
'contacts with patrols from the First and o
sccasional rounds of Enemy artillery fire o
the Second Battalion, the Third Battalion ©e;
0630 hours to clear the area of enemy rOUDS 1
east of CHAIP 1= DUC to the 26 Fasting., i3 nf
ROBERTSON, -0 0-2055839, ‘of yerkel, Texas, 5~31 of
that this mission had been acco‘m:)llqbed ';e?r
high explos:we shells began Ho fall on ths v
MONT ‘in addition to fifty caliber fire from !
- of the: :Lni‘ant.ry... During this period ememy 5Tl
0 Hill 595 were causing L2 ROT uops:;.dbrab‘i
fire, ‘A foree “was sent hy this Gmbat Taam ?:x*
ticns, The Second Battalion, undar crmnm =i
256048, -of Elkids park, penmsylvania, had i
' suppdrted by :barks was initially making good |
talion were seen crossing the railrocad and
» B57:at 1035 hours., Shartly ther;.sf*bsr Crend
_ Tire from position ab 263560, "Until this
.-fores -had not been interrupted by enemy fir
" coming from 263560 and ensmy artillery hel
“tinued into the wocds at 262556, The arbil
the direction of BIFFONTAIINE (3005’?14) and artilis
to wa’och th:x.s area for gun pos:.tlons.

Ccntlnued heavy mﬂchme gun fire from bl

: _cczrg:le'bely stopped its forward DTOEress but
pressed forward towardsthe ‘objective and o=
- advanced, - The ‘enemy apparently confused 8¢
ment and the bh2 RoT, shelled BRUYERES and ¢
range artillery., Ieamhile Company G, havin
-artillery fire, became scattered and it N,h
- company could be rearganized. Co'npbny
264553 and 26L556, and Company T Was 'ns\r:u*z"
later changed to have Company F pass thro
tack moving along the woods line to 267505
of hill to 2725651. As of 2200 hours, Cuny
_2625}49 and 263550 with Company & on thedir laif
troops captured nineteen prisoners and Toi
town of TAVELINE. The remainder. of the nigh
by the Szcond and Third Batbal:.ons w‘n_ale fihes
pared to move to IEPANGES. .

1T:Lth orders to cmumue tnn atuach o

[

Lrlake



of the hill covayeq
tack at 0800 hours sgaspay
artillery, Cannon o
ing buildinga ron
mevemant of thy <
hours, lsasin
morning had meved - _
Placamsnts tg strengthan
Third Battalion mintained 5
Battalion apg preparad to pown b
it advanced Sowards jts ob ot

With darkmnezag drawing
¥ag ordered to Organize fhad
Spproximately the 27 Bagti;
tinua to push op bavarda
Third Battalien szent oy
FIMENTL and to the Secong
OF D6 2nzmy agbivigy,

Tha morning of 22 g
valleys Filled with heas
nerning,  This rack nf
1y assistad in faedl;
had moved t4 contimme i
of manauver for this for
228b, moving around Hiil
wards the adge of the o]
hill along tha 2dem of 4n
Tary aatisfactary breg z
gbart but cantact wag pug vith o
by Company 7 at 1100 neours and £

Was made hy disledpge +he

LT

SR e RN

Meamhile, Compary ¢ haa clears
0N gouth 4o the railroay

were ahout Wwenty man |
DAY G ware ordarad ta

The erfertg of on
manding Company ¢, tg .
by 1300 hours his comps
At lsast gix athers o
the battalion had iy
ngve‘arer, it waa rapn
barrelsgd martnyr whicgh
binuing poor, artdl
lovewn Tegiaters

tlons,




L Sﬁve.n mors prisonars ..ere repnrted -f:hen t‘;a
'returned after engaging in a sma}l firs Light. . ]
-ca‘be that the germans wers “falling back bowards
G anies B and F and bhﬁy wers alse drifting so
by 1th2 RCT.  To tpke ‘advantage:of thisg, heavy oo
wem placed on IAVELIIE and 1;85 POUL]EH_.S Wl‘bh

i Y] the ai'ternoon dree\r ‘bo a close “the Fegw,e.,m-
'"saccnd ‘Battalion to secure its poswtmné Tor the nig
‘railroad running - east and wes’o through LWEL?‘I” ?r%'l
RCTa he Third. Battalmn wag, te remain. in reseTV
. DUC and. FRUYERES while the First: Battalmn wole %
: to a- tran.n:.ng area near LLNQMARUPT in: Stack ,L*DE“CL ;emﬁz Y e

WS 'Hn‘tsj rji’ cHi ’3 L
1@ morm.n ‘Df ’nruc!cs i

.' o -Roa.dhlocks were set ou’o b’ strateglc p.a,ce
Battalion and contact patrols’ arranged belveern :
- drawn: tramportat:.on gould be- heard - gownv up
pany B sent a reconnazasance patrol to gt moz_v:
) .Jl_-the trai‘f:.c. . RS S

Tha n:.gh'b pas“ed uneventfullv m.th anlj acat
Second and Third: pattalion areas, ‘o ‘conbact W
' patrols bub “they continued’ active in mamtamms’ g
] f:ucmg the pos:s:blon Df uhe Germans. e T

‘moares E n'i pra-
Ve 'xﬁd Q ...;,:t"b—
RE‘T DTEERI b1y

A L;irz‘f‘i!‘g?f‘ -. e

ipgbrugtions: o

. In the morn:_ng the Second E,att.ala.on com’mmd _
pared +o organize a deTense ‘system in the: zone, udl
ildsh defenses. on its 1eft when it rallsveu ‘the anbs
“4Here and also. engaged in mopping up’ ‘small: pa:im‘fe 'm. regish

and comple'be defensive system was envmbarnd hy i rlm LOATE
.Were :.ssuad by h:_m accordingly.--

ﬁ_t 0800 hcmrs tha Fz.rs‘t- Babta.ln.on entru,cl =d f‘ ﬂrx,
51

11030 hours, and Th:.rd pattalion . mcved by march,;ﬂ;, s
'Regmental reserve by lDGO hours. e

R Ensnw' mavement of ’trcmp:u oub -of mvﬁmw e

: ohserver who'had ‘cbserved fire from hisguns on &

*"tha B.eg:_msntal S-B that he kﬂ.led or woundaci Aim _
by ’Ghls fire. j- Cha e i

As of 1200 hours all enemy had been clc..,«.r 5
an area north - of the yailread tracks and betwesn
ate small arms resistance had bsen med in thisg
at this time and the battalion-was only to ralis
Infantry. Rag'uuent ‘apnd not take over the gnbire

' !ln'fill BIFFDNTAIME was seized by the, hhz HC‘T‘ -




takén BIFFONTAINE, and by 2000 hours Company F had gained contact With alements
of this battaliop at 306569. After this contact was made, the Second Battalion
made the hecessary Security arrangemsnts for the night with the mission of tak-
ing over frem the 100th Battalion ip the BIFFONTATNE area on the morning of
L ogctober 19Lk, During the night, patrols intg 18 POULIERES wers met with
Small arms fire but no contact was made by patrols which worked to the railroad

hear LAVELINE,

ing for Fiprst Battalion to relieve Second Battalion, 1hag Infantry on positions
Vicinity of HERPELMONT: the Second Battalion to continue its present mission of
organizing and holding the area BIFFONTAINE-LAUELINE, mintaining contact with
1kl RCT on its left and with Antitan, Company, 133 Infantry on itg right; the
Third Battalion to Temain in reserve in IEPANGES and canduct training,

front., o enemy contact wag ﬁade, however, but the battalion was alerted at
0500 hours against a pogsible enemy counteratiack which did pot develop,

Ths Second Battalion was ordereq to continua g improva their positions and
to patrol to IAVELTIE. and 14 CHAPELIE at night., view of the agtive fighting
engaged in by 143 RCT on the left of the battalion positions, the fepimntal
Commander cautyepeq that all men be on alert to prevent enemy infiltration of

During the night, patrols from First pattalion mage No cootact with tha
enemy but those Irom S8cond: Battaljgn were able. to note enemy activity, prom
thess patrelg it was determined that the enemy halg high-grounq 2ast of JUsgy-
RUPT and in the valley woodsd hills south of Bors de BOREMONT.  Intelligsnce



teports estimated ensmy strongth opposed bo our units st about oné hundred and

“*"4wenty men, with additional replacemsnts arriving daily. Qsrman morals sceusd

e e altnough prisoners report that they are confused by our avtacks and
| only vagely mleh il R

¥now where our positions are.. . S
y'}f;vfburihérﬁorﬁingﬁﬁfféé;odﬁhﬁer,iéhh};FirétiBaﬁtélioﬁ:ccﬁﬁiﬁ“ad.tp:imbfé#e- ,
+ ! their positions ‘and sent out 3 ‘patrol towards Hill 701 while the Second Batta- .
1ion was ordered to send an artillery ‘forward observer, with a rifle dquad ‘for
- protection, to a position where he could see the .L'APAXE-DEVANT ls FEYS valley

" 4o fire ‘on (8rmans ‘harassing First Battalion, lllst: Infantry vhich had been cub

+ off in the woods &t _311357_3.-3_;".Wi,‘6h'i.n sbout two hours the forward ‘observer party
o m’turr;é@;"--'hgving"bs’:_ﬁ_h‘:_fi.rﬁﬁd_--on_by_ automatic weapons viecinity of 316578.

o conditn_onachanged 1ittle in the afternoon withthaslementsoflhl RCT and
b2 RCT moving through the woods in an easternly direction north ‘of the Second = .~
_-Battalion_'_gositi.pﬁs_'.;expérie_nc:_i.ng .mch ‘small arms resistance in their efforts o o

reach l’-.Fii‘at_'_-Battaliqn,"-']_.ﬂlst_'Iﬂ_far_it_ry.' _This action kept our ‘Second Batbalion - . oS
alert, . The First Battalion contented itself -with harassing known German posi=- - . . . '

. tions with artillery ‘and mortar fire and set an .Hf@uﬁitiﬁn.ﬁﬁuﬁi?ﬁﬁn-fii‘e et oo o
AUMONTZEY, Plans were made by ths battalion to .send Taiding parties to vieinity,K
' .of:-PIATIG_E_YI‘E;.H&,],],‘_’{O},,'_'and_:cHAMEDRAY'a’s'.it‘;‘was.the 'fi‘ea}l:i_,_r_lg;_:off-LieiitSnant Sy

' Golomel DAVID M. FRAZICR, 0-222230, of Houston, Texas, comanding the bavtalion,

" that the enemy occupied their positions during ‘the day and slepb in mearby o
houses at mighte .. oo IS Y e R
" cur Second Babtalion sent oub patrols 4o check bridges across the river and
" %o enter IA CHAFELIE. ~psual contact patrols were also arranged between com= - o
. panies and adjacent units.. L e s T R R T

© " Diring the morning of 27 October 19kl the Third pattalion moved from IE=
. BANGES to vicinity of 280570, Company I undar command ‘of First Lisutenant EDWARD
‘R. TEWITZ, 0-1306863, of St Louis, Missouri, htving to thd Second Battalion area
. in reserve:for this battallo ‘as Company F “in ¢onjunction with units ‘of L2 RCT -
“'was to attack to the east,. . he --'-Ra'giifﬁﬁta.lf,Cﬂmﬁn@?fhad..'aé.s'i'gﬂéd'ﬂompalvF."i?h*‘-‘_?' G
47 task of clearing the hill in vicinity of 318578 of enemy known to be in posi=:
tion there, At 1400 houts} Jompar ¥ moved -out following patrolspreva.ous]y R

' '5ﬁen$:oui*to_locaﬁefthekahemy-“.BvaSBO"hburéitﬁeY:ﬂsrefmseting.résistahceﬁ?f9¢fifﬁ5

- germans consisting .of small ‘arms ‘and mortar fire in ~vicinity of 315575.- By

~ ‘darkness the company had been unzble to advance further and was baing troubled - - i

by some ‘enery infiltration on their left flank. positions were secured for the:
night after leading ‘elements ‘had withdrawn from close contach with the enemy. = -
: '_.D;ir'ing'.-'bhe_nig'hﬁb;-._-ha.r'ass_ing-_-.fim from the -south ‘fell in the company positions
" ‘and rocket fire was.also reported. . o

-y pearwhile during the day; combat patrols were gent by Companies A and Bto

111 Job, Db strong snall arms and morter resistance from eveny dug in on the
' slopes caused several casualties and denied th'e"-’pa’t_r_dls'.from'_'ccmplet’in'g their o

“missions of reaching the hilltop. “The german positions were reported to have




L m

narrow firing slits ag two patrol mepbers ware shot in tha back., hap darknass
Cam2 a patrol was sant to CHAIPDRAY and hkeard Long talking in the bonn, people
moving around and Sounds of horse ~drawn vehiclag moving south pug of the Hom,
A patrol teward PIATICOTE ran into quite a bit of sma1y 2rm3 fira and veturnsd,

Patrols were sent out by the Secend Battalion and whilae no contach wag
made with the Bnemy, many Germans were heard in 14 CHAPEZLIE and south of Izs
FOULIERES, -

While the Thirg Battalion remained in reserve ang ready to be committeg
in case of ANy enemy penetration on our right flank, the First pattalion gope
tinuad active patrelling to their front, Tn the Second Batialion sector, plans
Were formulated to improve pressnt defensive positions and for an athacl on
hili, vicinity 317578, to clear Enemy from this area, This attack wag &g stard
2% 1300 hours ang te be coordinated with an attacy by Second Battalion, 141 RCT
on the lefs, only Company ¥ was considerad necegsary tp accomplish the nisgion
of clearing the hill,

At 1320 hours, Company 7 Jumped orf bug PTOEress. was slow in tha Tace of
intense Snamy artillery ang mortar fire, By 1530 hours, the company had moved
to positions at 313578 ang 316578 and Companies B and g Wers moving from the
north to Support then, Enemy machins guns from dug din positions ware laying
down’ heavy fire on both flanjig,

Orders ware issueg during the day for the Third Battalion +o ralieve the
Second Battalion in their positiong and for the Seepng Battalion, when ralisved,
to assemble in Teserve in IZPANGES, As of 1845 hours, Companigs Ey @, and g,
less ona platoon or heavy machine guns, had baen relieved by the Third pattge '
lion, HOWevar, in view of the situation with Company ¥, the othar Companies of
the battalion were now ordered by tha Regimental Commandar +o azsambls in a

During the day, Major Loyis g, BISSIjAC, 0-23L5hL, or fobile, Alabams, 5-2,
to preserve 8ecurity, and ag a contrel m2asyre, instrocteq all battalions that
French civiliang forward of the leginental Cormmand poat Were to observe a cupe
faw from sundown $g sunrise, Obsarvation posts maintained by members of the
Intelligence ang Reconnaissance Platoon reportaq aftar sunset active motor move-
ments on roads in the area halg by the germans, First pattalion patrols were
in aetive contact with the enamy to their front during the night,

Company F continued to press atlack on the snemy during the Night, meeting
heavy avtomatic weapens fire frop feur lmowm michine gung, At 0630 hours, the
attack wag augmented by Company & ang two platoons of Company T but Lorward

novemsnt was slow ang casualties haavy, Colanel payy, 9, ADALS, 0-172308, of

- Columbia, §outh Carolins, bcmmanding 143 HCT, moved to tha Company F command

post to bettar follow the action against these tenacioys foa. A5 of 1100 hourg,
51o% progresg had been madg but assistance ¥25 reguested of tha ilss Infantry



s veducing & strong point =6 315580, The strong point wes built up of patural

e fornations protected by wire, Oredially the aneny was forced from their
‘positions, or killed ‘as they stood their ground, and by 1800 hours, Compary B, -

“under the comsand of First Tieutenant JGHN R. JGHNSTON '0-13057682, - of Hontebslloy
. galifornia, was .aver the. ridgs and the ‘majority of the ‘yesistance on the forward |
.. slgpes had been cleared Up: “Intelligence ﬂc_urpé'a*?hm,.sin_ce'_'s.tated that the

german +rpops Who 80 ‘stubbornly held to this rocky, wooded nill were former
- -Tuftwafie 4roops who had received six months training as infantnrfnsn and wers
" joung, ardent Bemis: B

" ps darkmess cams the First _aﬁd*}_ﬁhirﬁ pattalions 4nitiated vigorous patrol~ =

_ling to their fronts, heard enamy Qigging in and csptured several prisensrs.
Enemy trangport movements on ‘roada: in this area _'continugi'c_l_ ‘active with center ‘of

" ‘movepsnts arownd IE COVRS MOWVIATN. . - =

o Earlygn thé moming.bf 30 octaber 19hb, C@aﬁiﬁs % and F egain attacked
4n their sector to clear the Teverss slope of the hill taken the night vafore. -

-Art.il_le;y;'f.‘ire ‘and small arms fire from troops. bo their pront was met but the

o couxpanies:-mo'?_e'_d'i‘drw'ard slowly down the hill. “jparmhile in ‘the Third Battalion -

sechor, a combat patrol under the 1eadership of Pirst Lisutenant GEGHGS P -
. BARTWELL, 0-22h333, ‘of ‘Madera, California, moved: inbo TAVELINE-devant ~ERUYERES
guided through he minefields by & Frenchman and ‘after a fire ‘Tight with the

anemy occupied all of the tewn, with the exception of ‘the Tactory district.

geveral Germans were killed and & munber -of priscners taken 4n this action. A

" ‘strong outpost was left “in thatawn to“insure ‘that the enemy did not return

© In the qifficwt fighting in the Second Bsttalion area, Cempany O relisted

' gompany E which then mverbad_tq_ﬂattal_i'on TeEEIVA. “In the lats afternoon, the
ane_nv'cqun’cerattackad_ with fire and our troops Tall back to their original pogi~
+ions held.in the morning. In ‘pealigning of these forces our men tocl overl ‘the:
sector held by ‘Second Battalion, 1l1 RCT. Plans were effacted in which our SR

"Se'cor_xd'gB;‘htalipn'_Wbﬁfgi__d_ig'in for the night and attack again on 31 Cctober bk,
" ‘Enemy patrols attempting to entar the towns of 188 pomslanﬁ)ﬁvéxmﬁf S
during the night were driven off by S lert security detachmants left in these . . .

“tewns by the Third Battalion. Actdve patrolling to the front of First Battalion . .

- positions resulted in the capture of twelve prisoners by Company B pabrols, -
‘near JUSSARUPT. much traffic was ‘heard by patrols, jndicating that the Q=rmans
wers shifting personnel q_r.__bringirig up supplies. L o Lo

At appraximately 0900 hours, the Second pattalion again attacked to claar = oo
- the enemy from their front, using pand grenades dnd tank fire; however, the
‘enemy firing small arms and pachine guns held wp any advance by Company F. Com=:
. pany G sent four patrols to their front and ihree made ceantact almost immadiate=:
1y with eneny rifiemen firing from dug in positions. 1t was planned for Company.
g to resume the abtack at 1300 hours indspendsntly of Company . When the
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was mady duving the day by “ond Bamalmn

3 ead efforts were 4o ha ngda durd rgr ?iw" night to T ooub knovn
wopn luanS by .Jm,lnu. AS Compary ¥ hed been in thn:, bitber *s;' bing for-
cardl dayk, cthey vere balen oub of the line and placed in v, Company T
king over thaﬁr uuw ,.mj. Siould tha night aetion fail, giant Solonel]

wuding the bab-
chemizal morkar.

s 7. auI’HDL‘u O ‘?3, of Pougikespsie, jew Torlk, now oo
balion, plawnad ko s-.:-,vrzﬂn mz.wa- e din the morping aided by a h~a
p.,ﬁp&.wt:,,m and five £y Supporting banks.

A sioulated attacl was launched at 2000 heurg to harass the Germans and
included heavy concentrahd ongd of artillop 'zmraar, mzchine :-:u;.; and rifle firas
e o enemy pesitions. The ensmy ?“capl’md by wild firing of spall arms and
firing of prearrs ngsd Arbﬂlem"; mortar, and machins gun toncentrations, Age
gressive patrolling towards 14 CHAPELIE by patrols from the Third nattalion
folloved this dis :';}.;,ay.

As the month ended, the Regiment ceuld lack baeo Ec ovar
in HL{ Leult waather, and aver terrain most fayor E"G
wWith sabisfaction in the knowledgn that nuch waortb i
In making this brogress, many lssseons wera lmrn..zi thioh v
the Ef;#gmnnt in good stead in the davs of Tighting to com
gastward through the vosors tow ard fermany,
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STk WM NIHS ) to Jl mTOBEH 1911_11-
FIRST BATTALION

Bessljac, Louis g,

IBjor 0-2345], Mobile, Alabema
Qctober 1 to 9 ' :

Frazior, pavid j, Lt Col 0-222230 Houston, Taxag
October 10 to 31

SECOND BATTALION

Denholm, Charles ., It Col  0-21293
October 1 to 15 and 29 b, 31

Gentle, James e, mjor 0296048
October 16 to 28 ‘

Poughlceepsia, N. v,
Elking Park, Ppa,

THIRD BATTALTON

Andrews, Theodore H.

Lt Col  0-365318 Caldwell, Texas

COMPANY COMMANTERS 1 to 31 CCTOBER 15hk

HEADQUARTERS COB;T%B__W

Cleghorn, Rufus Je

Captain 0411677 Waco, Texas

SERVICE COMPANY

Parish, Jos P.

Captain  0-L0O69sg Huntsville, Pexag

ANTITANK GCOMPANY

- Stakes, Harry ¢,

Captain  o-lio7590 Houston, Texas

CANNON COMPANY

Stem, Wiley w,

Captain  0-L04991 Waco, Texas

MEDICAL DETACHIENT

Major  0-3us13L .

Camden, New Jarsey
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 1ST BATTALION

Captain 0-L07025

Cunningham, goe1 B,

Burrage, Richaprd It . Waco, Texas



| Brejcha, Thomas L " gaptain . 0-411038
i | COMPANY B
politzer, Frank M st oo 0-_'12_35295
. petober 1 to 12 |
- Iarson, Peter HML
~ october 13 to 2L
- Chambers, (eorge B
. oc_:_'bpher 25 "‘bq; _31 .

o1stit | 0-38L739

gimmons, Allen E. ‘gaptain  0-129366h
| | | COPMED |

gaptain  O-3TBTT

. COPANYC o

chicago, T1llinois

New York, New york

 'Oﬁ3hé; Nebraska

yilwaukee, Wisconsin .

pelfast, lmine

| mempls, Texas

';._'Phillﬁ.ppi, 'Efendell _C‘f. _
- | . copmE
' p-1305782

Joiiﬁstori, John R. 1st 1t

COLFANY F
" pine, Josef c. Captain “0~1:1828k
. getoper 1 to 9 and 20 to 31 . '
King, Hiram I. 3 lst Lb 0-1285603
october 10 te 19 : _
o | COMBANY G
yollbracht, Henry Ls 0-LL7306
october 1 %o 25 '

- Anderson, Eric C.
. gctober 26 to 31

lst Lt

captain 0-391181

:G?-I:’t%i:ﬁ L 0"12881)1]4'.

' {EADQUARTEES COMPANY 21D }g_ATTAL:téN R

Indianapolis, ‘mudiana
uontebello, Cé-liforﬁié.

Worcester, MBss.

sberdeen, S. Dakota

Bozeman, tiontana

L 3 i
d



COMPANY 1
Hanrahan, paviqg J. Captain 0-1289077 Bronx, New Yorik
HEADGUARTER 3 COMPANY 3mD BATTALT

oy

Ball, Mertin L., gp, 1st 1t 0-1285026 Neshvills, Tenp,
OQUPANY T

Lewitz, mdwarq R, 1st 1t 0-1306883 gt. Louig, Missourg
COMPANY

Merigold, rrapi A.

Captain 0-411345 Chicago, Illineig
October 1 tp 10 and 19 to 31 _ :
Ball, Flwoed H. lst 1t 0-1295974 Battlg Creek, Mich,
October 11 +q 18
COMPANY [,
Robertson, gari 0. Captain 0-2055839 Yerksl, Taxag
October 1 ¢4 8 )
Reuland, Richard 3. lat 1% 0-480408 Aurore, Illinoig
Octeober g tg 31
COLFANY K

Hand, Robert Mx Captain 0-1285075 Seattls, Washington
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OPERATIONS IV FRANCE
T TRANCE

tinued intg he month op November with little regt or relaxation being af-
forded the men. However, morale remained high ag the month started,  for
nen of all ranks realized the importance of congtant BEETEB5ive action B~
geingt the enamy, fThg Regimentgl Commander constantly Sought to bettgp tha
comflort of the command, being nlert to see thet hot fooq Was given gt evary

ginning of November, no gip missions eoylq bs flown in dirsct Support of
the regiment becauge of unsatisfactmry Woather, Strategic Tlightg against
trein and moter movements in the RHINE Valley gave Bome indireget assigtancg
to our efforts by CBusing supply Problema g German troops operating to oyp
front, T

- WEINSCHEL, 0~1557234, of Dallas, Texas, Regimenta] Prisoner of fap Interro-

gater, informeq the operations Eroup that a ney enemy unit, §lgt Mechine gun
Battalion, was ePerating in front of oyy Firast ang Thirg Battaliona, after

. he hag interrogated two Germans captured by 5 patrol of thy Third Battalien,

;“E" and "GN, pepingt the enemy positions at 1ppg hoursg, supported by morter

and,artilleny firg, Company #gh y, g to Push dewn the noge of the hill to
the south whils Company wgn movad east‘tpwards the Cerman strong points gt

317577, 315583, oo 320579,

? ‘ Pramptly ot the appointeq time, the Seoond Battalion attack commenaad,

.and pt 1100 haurs.Kprograsa had hegn very satiafaotory‘with the entire ling

moving formarg. Enemy poaitidnadraagbed.“Werekfound to have been vacaeted, |
b

-although Campany "gn expsrienced semg trouble With mines in their sector,

-

-
OO



. :r:m_fsns;inaarg wero sent to a3sist in_.'q_l_aaring '.road_g'..aﬁd__-‘cr_a.j.ls__for._-_su_ppq.y

purponot.  BY 1500 hours, all objective s hod been taken’ end the Battalion

was san G Uhs trak of organizing: the ground for defense ‘against any pos- -
S1LC ‘Gompanies 4indi~- -

sibla counferetiacks . Evidence gathersd by the attecking ! _ _
' ik 4l onemy had '-l_a'i"b'_"them_a_'poaifbid_n_s_-_du'ri_ng “the i_l_ight'-'_:oi‘--'_"{il_ Ooto-

i

Inc#“lr’d‘“(}hlnesﬁ” a:btack 'was a‘:cuu’reﬁ&‘blgciﬂ hour s-w;_thfira i‘rom
tasle, Caanon Componys First ond Third Batt alions, and ‘the isard Field Ar-
+ 4 iawy pettalion, being placed U Rill 17030, the towns of GRANGES (296498),

© {520552). The gnemy roplied with mechine gun, mortar, and small arms fire
© from vicinity .of LA.CHA.PELI.E,MROSIERE (28¢541), and ‘other scabtered
ameemm EEaane s
 Patrold wore semt out by tho First Batbalion to Hill n701¥, CHAMPDRAY

f7o0ux (321538), exd AULONT ZEY (286524), and thaf,bg-g_a_g.--bf_.m}_qcuns;_M_cmn_m [

(270488), en ﬁ:-jqnu;_m; ‘while the Second “Battnlion had pabrols ‘out inves-
tigabing river crossing -si__t;is,-_the'ba_s'e of -LE COURS MO_UNTAIN :aﬂd.:--‘ﬁhe_-:tm
of 14 HOUSSIERE (33955%). 411 patrols fram the First Babtalion reported -

: : : ols from .

palking contact with encny and engaged in several fire fights. Pabro
“the Zhird _38_»12_1?_91ji_¢1_1;':59~w ‘sevaral German ‘groups but: did ‘ot engage them.

S Intall:.gencarepnrta _‘rdce':i.ve't:i_ Trom our- uéu_‘ﬁ" and Franch .s'pﬁr"c.:.aé 'j..ndide;teé
 thek gorman BS ©roobs WOTS ‘boing sent into the erea in ‘froat of the 56th
“pivision ‘to keep men from surrondering and to make them hold “Lheir posi=.

binas against our atteck. Tt was felt that the only plen open to the ene=’

Sy was to hold thoir pros ant positions until:forced to withdrew by pressure
o our troops ond o coptinus o lay minos and build road blocks on rodds

‘nct npad by themselvess ... .-

. misibility was vary poor . on Hho rorning 6f 2 November 1944, which do=
ricd wur erbillery ‘thg opportunity to firo countarbattery on. onemy guns
sntermittently ‘ghelling our positions. . Othar than this rbillery Tira, the
dey possod guistly. -As of 1715 hours, the rhird Battalion, ‘142nd ‘Infantry

“Rapiment, was attoched £p RCT 143 by Division: ordar. ‘Plans were formulated = - '

- during iﬁi_hﬂi“Fh;f.-:_f‘ﬁ’f}:f_hﬁ..;'fhirﬁ_ﬁPlﬁi_’ﬂoon_, Campany G, 753rd Tank Battalion, te
‘mavo ihe banks, during tho night beyond the “bown of LES POULIERES (286557),
“pnd the noso of Hill. neE,

matrols frap oll unity of the Tegimant were nctive ‘during tho night, )

but conbact with tho anemy vee snly medd ‘ot CHAMPDRAY whero our pabrol dvaw
-'_5:11&.’11:'_'&_;‘;1!1_}3'"_'r_:_.ﬁd machine gun firo \ L hwle demons NN
‘PO hours, Was ‘pngworad Ly sow
#erop fyom the vicinity of TE RS MOUNTAIN. Toavy soprantontl

vtared self-propalled mount: Tirg and hwo red

slilery Lire were rospived at CIFFONTATNE auring the night pud onony Lrack -

11“0 Tainty rounds bi_‘-high_'G;cp_}%iya__isha_lls; on- LA ROSIERE, LA CHEAPELLE, . |

7rem the’ town. - The ;tu.ﬁk_demcs’nﬂ*«_:ra"“im_'__'a.t--' AR

L.




lion wpg able tg adaquetg Y dofend jtg 8nlarpad soctor, Howaver, dqug 44 the’
lataness of the hour, thg Sommand ing officar gf tho roligyeq battalion de.
cidaed tg ramain in g hearby REgOmbly argg for the night,

Andthar harussing fire by Platoon gof toanks wag Planned ang schoduleq
Tfor 1900 hours, ang ona at 0630 ours, morning af 4 Novambar 1944, by Can-
Aon ‘Campany, g Prisonerg Fopeatedly stated that Buch damnnstrationa disrupt.
ad Supply and ratjen delivariag and Bonsrally upget the defensive routina,

After darknegg fell and a13 during tho arrly ovaning, oyp fnrwnrd posi-
tiong Tacaived hurassing fire from enany artilla:y‘and)at loast ong solf-
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e rop mado visibility oxtromoly poor. This un

" rondy sgcured in

. gontinuing tho policy of ‘harnssing tho onomy a8 much o8 possibla, tho
Rogimental §-3, pMejor WILLIAM R, LYNCH, JR., 0-384058, of Runtsvilla, Toxos,
orpgonizod, during: tho aftornoon, o :plen for _a.no*_bhar.-"chj.nos_o" attack to bo
-moda ot 0600 houra, 5 Novambar 1944, This plan envisagad uso of flok wa-
‘gons . Connon € cmpany, 143rd infantry, end oll the morters, mechino FUOS) pnd
antitank guns of tho ‘Third Battalion. Torgots for thasa wompons Wero onamy
positions in LA CHAPELLE, Hill "708", L& ROSIERE, and Hill "508". o
In order to illunminato targobs in tho velley around IVOUE, arrangomonts

yad boon mado for our-airplancs o drop flares during tho ovening, but this
jhﬂ&fﬁn*bd-canoollcd,fnﬁgdnflyain:tho}nftdtndonfbﬂd woathor again sot in and
fogm 1ity ‘o3 : s an unfortunate turn

_ for prently inoransod onamy ecbivity .hc._d-"bbd:’a"_noi_:dd_-hy cur obsorvemtion poste
in this sc'et_or_. o TR Tl _ : T S

Vel :-To-'smur'a'm'oro.dai‘ini’to_‘“’infomd‘tidn_ a8 “to enamy dispositions on and
" pround Hill 701", potrols. hnd boon netive during the ofternoon ond moro
woro scheduled from tho First Bottolion for tho night. ‘From informntion Bl- -
- av socured indiontions wWoro ‘that tho enamy wos digging in proporing for -
o axpoc‘bbd_-'a‘b‘b_n;k’."_'_'.'Thd Rq'gmantal”’cmnndcr' ‘nlso dosiroed bottor information R
o of.ﬁha’c"tﬁd".:_(;cmnns_w’ora’ ‘doing on 1B COURS MOUNTAIN; ‘accordingly, the S0~ '
" cond Botbtalion made -plans %o sopd throo ‘patrols into tho orae during tho
Cmighbe i i el -
" A platoon oi_‘_tnnks_.uttrichod to tho Socond - Bottalion from positions noar o
522572, shortly oftor midnight, firad ot vorgats in tho vioinity of LE COURS -~ = -
""MGUNTAIN,-'.B.pd-the onamy v obalintod ‘with hoovy ertillory and mortor someon- :

Sl _-'_."_--'ftmt_i:nns..-Which'-;_i_'gll_.__in _-_u.nd._;qmund'BIFFGNTA’INE. i

o ound that in addition o o compony of tha 61st Fortross

:.'anfro'l_a5f_r.!='n-:a.ll..--.h@t*ﬁl_ions-Lbhri*?lﬁ oporgtod during tho might of 4 - & .
.. November. 1544, “found tho onomy vory. narvous ‘and thoy roactod to our offorts Lo
by Liring ‘riflas, morters, and mnching pistols. 'F‘r.cm-‘_-'priﬁauq:_s'--'cap'hufcd, it
: un _ s ¥achino Gun '
- Bottalion, ‘tha 2nd . Canpony, 505 Gronadior Rogimant and 2nd Company, - 168rd .
"Rosorve .-Bafhta_li'_pn_o_pp_o_ao_d_;u__s__ﬁin'_mir-'.’sactor'a Thoso troops; whilo of various .

' f"-’ﬁ_a.gt:s":ﬁnd'__s"_bgj;é of ._-_‘_t:rg,’:’._n'i,ng';. woro shrongly led by young, m_;dr'gdtic officors

| . with four “to fivo yoars of ‘oxperionco in fighting ‘on mony difforent frants.
“Moroovar, :.thasa_';ni_‘ficarawor_c_a"i:hp_r;:ughly indectrinntod with '{:ht_:_fid'oq.la of

" tho Notional Socinlist boldefsi:. oo

© Premptly At D50600 Novombor 1944, honvy smoll orms end machino gun fire

 was _pl_acgd_:pn__i_i_i_ll,'i"_";'_?QS",_ followed by firo en:othor proarranged torgats with
" all wenpons ‘pvailabla for .the MChinosc" attack.: Two Tiros wero "'s_tu:rtdd '

N “Vﬁi'_ﬂ_l__mnﬂ'rfodi;'yd:idé'.das'”c'};of-;m‘--ROSIERE ineluding onoiin o building in

‘which mmmmition was storod. Tho Gommens rospondod with pohino gum, rifle,

= 1 _ 65 |



lory fire inte LAVELINE, nnd the Positions ogcupiod by Campanios g and Mgn,
This firg disclosod, botige than any pProvious dumonstration;~tho onany pogie
tiong . . ’

 Undor tho skillpul dirootion of Gaptain Arrgy g, SDAONS, 0.1203664, op
Bolfast, Maino, Company ¢ during the night apg oarly morning had workod g
squad onto gill "5p3n (278514) ang during the day it was docidog to incroase

corredd, for tho onomy did occupy thoir Dositiong during tha dny ond sloap
in tho towng ot night, ag thoy felt that Amarican troops would net attack in
tha derk, ‘

Hill npoin, Howavaor, by nightfall twolve easualties had begn sufforod ang
brogross, othor than to camplote the cloaring of PLATICOTE, was halted by
onomy artillory fire, minos, and booby traps, Duping'tho day's oporations
soventoon prisonerg Wore takon, f

Tho night of 5 . 5 Novambor 1944, wng gpond in patrolling o AUMONT ZEY,
LE ROSIERE, miil 7014, ang LB COouRs MOUNTAIN., ™o contact wag made with thg
onomy bhut 8igns of Gorman activity worg notod in AUMONTZEY and LE ROSIERE,
Meny minog and Booby traps wore found on Hill "7o1n, oqpg enemy harassod oyp
positions with oocasionnl solf-propolled andﬁaytillary fire,but did 1itt1,

damago to ggr troops.,

GERARDMER (860425) and thig soamed to indicato that thy Germans wore with.
drnwing, leaving only g doloying forcq in front of thg First and gecond Batta
liona. 1o further confirm this viow, oup obsorvetion post in tho latg morne
ing of 6 Novombor 1942, saw 4 numbor of Garmansg loaving the woods wost of

IVOUX with hoavy poeks on thoir backs,

To more fully investigate tho town of 1E ROSIERE o patrol from C ampany
K undaor thg leadorship or Socond Lioutenant CIDEAN T, cox, 0-2055220, of
Waeo, Toins, wont into tho town and aftor g pire fight captureq twonty- sovon
Gormans, killod four and woundod two. Mogt op those prisonorg wora vetorans
of tho Rugsian compaign and soasonod fightors, To hold thig position tho
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to-m:\. was outpostéd w:.th ‘cwalva men. L:.eutanant coX than mavad an the houges
.5m‘hh of .IE ‘ROSIERE ‘and by ‘wall coordma.‘ted fire and. movemsnt of his lrbtle
‘force’ cleared anemy fram “them’ capturlng gix more pr;sunars, “two ol whan Wers
wounded,- ‘and killed ‘enother ‘one.  Thus for the da.y, this: entarprlsmg lead-"
r and. h:.s aggrassa.ve solﬁlarss, tatalmg in a].]. ong’ m‘.‘i‘lcar and twelva man, '
' aocaun'bad fcr twanty 'bhraa pr:.soners ‘and. i‘:.va daad Germans. o : L

. M:.nes ware sown 'p'len”éi'iully 'bhroughnut the area to our frcn'b end 9.11
-da.y Eroups “of | engineers ‘and “inf antrymen were “busy w:,th m:.na datec‘bors claa.r-—
ing roada and ‘1:!‘&113 neclssary i‘nr 3upp1y routas. S A , :

Tha Perlod of dur‘mess was u‘b:.l:.zed in- sand:.ng B Fzrst Battallun patrol
%o AUMON‘I‘ZEY, whar‘e Yanamy ‘woices rmd movaments wWera has.rd, and “4n-the Second
Battalion. patrols ‘went to: 526560 319586, ‘end: 322560, No: “contach with the -
enemy Was: made et thase pcmt ‘In'e pa*-:rol %0 AUL.GNTZEY ‘the Third: Batba-'
lien onptured one prlscnar. _ Othar than- ‘thess patrols = “bhe m.ght wes quzet

a.nd unuvantful. S

Dayla.ght D

se.ry pg the Army. cmmrm.ndar felt that many Germans wantad to surrendar but
'ware i‘orced 'l:u put up & i‘n.gh‘h, first, tu protect tha:_r families.. SRR

Patrola i‘rom c‘.czmpanms “E" and “G“ wara sant out to
-MUUN.LAIN and st 1630 the. patrol fram Company - gt Feturned,

- had reached’ r_:na R

s s‘ba‘bmg that ‘chay‘

“sition. “Howaver, d'Fr_énc}ﬁﬁ_s_a,_n“‘bold ‘them there. ware gtill a few Gormens ‘on the

 hills A patrol. ‘from Compeny . gt sent %o reconnoiter. the western . ‘half of

- ‘the moun‘ta,m ,
' _"-_jed e.‘b about 1745.

Maa.uwhila, & pa.trol f’rcm the , rhird Bat‘ha.l:.on moved 'buwards 8 GHB.PELLE |

and aftor: angagmg
Accord:,ng to the roports of these’ prison
botwesn ‘twenty fivo and thirty gormens still in “the town, AT armod with r:.flos

‘and two or- ‘threo mechine gunss A ocmbat pe.’crol from Company. LM yndar the "
' 1raa.dersh:_p of ‘an: ‘officor left 2t 1800 for LA GHA.PELLE but the rivor hed -
. rison 80 much from ‘racont roing +thot “thay uara una.b '
; m:.ss:.on wes ca.noellad unt:l.l tha alghth._ DR

ars, it was. thuught that’ thero were

. Tha F:.rst Bn‘btalmn, using two platncns of Cmpn.ny "A“ dur;:.ng tha dcgr, -
: clt out ‘onamy pos:.tions but mat gtrong _:_r_fc:a_s_itzmoe from” anemy ﬂ.u‘bcmn‘a:.c wen.— e

pons . and contentod - 4tsolf with hold:.ngi'o_rigihn.'l".-'pbsitions. ‘The. dayte of-
{orts; wara not wfchout bunsi‘:.t ‘a8 much Valuablo 1ni‘urma.t:.on was sacured w:.‘bh

-_raferenca o anamy :.nstallatmns and fa.re pmmar. S

: -'mi”f“‘.' _'7"_“

a:trols were. nrdared by tha Ragmental Gcmm:a.nder o raconnomttr_-
'IE CGURS MGUNTAIN and 1A CHAP&LLE. Ac‘hlva patro.l.ling was considarad naoas- Lo

mvest:.gu:ba 15 CUURS.

f _‘b_ha peaks of the mountain’ end’ encauntered ‘no enemy oppo-—- R

ranchad 514.-562 whare 'hhay reculved four r:_i’la shota a.nd ra‘hurn- .

in'e smoll fire fights, returned with five pris oners . of WinTrs o

le +o gat across and *_-?ha




Loty

Night patrolling from thq Socond ond Thipd Battalion fronts wag groatly
hemporod by the ropid riso in the I4 VOLOGNE Rivar and its tributarics, In
this section of the VOSGES MOUNTATINS, tho Pivers have narrow coursas of flow
with flot, marshy land oxtunding a fow hundred yards on oither sida of thg
wator coursa, Thus, whon hoavy raing oecyr in tho watorshod, thosg morshe
lands aro sovercd by 08 much as throg fdot of wator, Becauso of those high
wotor conditions, a bridgoe neross the rivor at LAVELINE wos imparativa, but
ming romoving and worlk on supply roads required all availablg anginoors
nocessitating o dolay in construction of such a bridga,

A patrol from Campany "" +q AUNCKTZEY want out at 1830 and roturned ot
2130 aftar having takon o prisonor. Thoy wore firacd on by machina gurs, vi-
cinity of 286527, and riflo firg from houses negr 285528+ - Othor than this,
tho night passed quietly on q11 fronts,

Inasmuch as tho First Battnlion had bgop Tighting for the past sovoral
days and rocgived some casualitios, thg Rogimontel Cammandor docidod that a
woll garnod dny of innctivity was in ordor for g Fovambor. The othor two
Bottalions wore forcod into n tomporary lull in their oparationg baeausa
of tho floedod condition of tho rivor, '

Firos woro notoed during the day in AUMONTZEY nnd worg ropertod in
GRANGES, Our artillory hod baon quiot 50 it wag prosumod that the oncmy was
burning the towng, This prosumption wag Ziven woight by eivilian raports.

Continuing thair strong patrolling, tho Third Battalion sant a patrol
fram Company "K', undgor tho loadorship o First Lioutonant MARTTF W,
IEESEBERG, 0~1288077, of Duluth, Minnosota, into tho towm of I4 CHAPELIZ.
Aftor a vigorous firg fight, ineluding thg uge of handgronndes, thg town wos
clonred, two Gormons boing ¥illod, two wounded, and twonty six of tho anamy
in 2l1 boing eapturod, including ong officor whe wag samanding tho 2nd Qom-
bany, 6lst Machino gun Battalion. Ilatar in tho doy afsor darknaogs foll,
this pntrol was augmontaed to platoeon strongth in ordar %o hold tho town a-
Beinst any possiblg offorts by +tha anamy . ,

In rotaliction for the lose of IA CHAPRLLE, tho onamy firod o hoavy
barrage into the town and contimiod during thg night to harass its now do-
fondors with mortar and artillary firg, '

Patrols waro again netivg during night or 8 - 9 Novombor with g patrol
fram Third Battalion untaoring AULONTZEY from diroction of LAVELINE and one
from the Pirst Battalion towardg FRAMBEMENTL which drow anamy fire at RJ
282507. Tho Sacond Battolion patreiled towards LE COURS MOUNTAIN but.mado
1o contact with tho fow Gurmens gtill Famaining on this stratogic hill mesg
bocausag of, continuead high wotar in +ho rivarg,




"'.'.Franch givilions . ropurtod o lorga number 0% Gcme.ns. .To

'jc:-crmn.n a.rt:.llcry shallcd oux' SQGOnd Bcv.‘stu.lmn posrbxons w:.th largo e
~galibor, long: .TONEO . Zans . but c.o.usod 1ittlo domngo | s ‘a1l of thaso positions
wWoro wel_l 'a_ug in und prntoc’cod fran. ovorhca.d fir d ‘cron bursts.

_ Wca‘bhor nnd visa.bihty cond:.’umns waro vcry poor ‘on ’cha morning oi‘ 9
.‘ﬂovom_bnr, and &ome gnow foll in tho vr.xlloy arobs This gron.‘tly hamp nrud

-o‘usarmtion”e.nd hold up artillory firo on torgobs in tho town’ of
. i.ncrﬂn.so the con-.

. “port of tho mO0, - ork nuntmuod on dug-m.lts pod shol‘burs undor suparviszon
i‘ tho ongmnor trnops attuchoé. 4o tha Com'ba'b Tonm. o L LS

Bdtﬁ +tho _.'sé':c:c'm.&' andTha.rd Bn.ttu.lions pln.nnod pu’crols :Eor mvostxgn.‘cion

of 1B COURS MOUNTAIN, nd by 09800 petrol of ono officor ond c:.ght mon fram I

¢ ompary ngh roportcd by rodio. 4hat thoy hed nndo uontn.ct with e small onoy
group oo tho mountains - -AB Ahoir migsion WS ma -of roccnnm.ssanco, tho ..

po.trol aid not unga.g,u tha onmy . “ut ‘continued +o. oxplorc tho moun‘bm.n to .-
" gct o bottor, os’cimc. a of Gcmu.n strongth nnd posﬁ:mns. o L

Town.rda ‘noon tha woc:bhcr clearud suff:.c;.ontly tc: ‘allov - our nrt:.llary i

to ongne :
uions in’ ‘bhe dlrec‘o:.on of AULONTZEY. SR

cnntmuing thﬂir pro'b:mg upuro.t:.ons, 5 hn F:Lrat Bo:bto,lion sun‘h po.trnls _ S

| ‘toﬁvnrds CHAMFDRAY and to tha north ‘slopo- of Hill "70lt. A strong canbob

pn.trol movad o Fmammm an ropur’cs from-:._ci.vi_lmns thet o pu.r'by oi‘ Gar- :

m:ms Woru sta.}.l m t‘nu tcmn. R

The T}urd Bc:t‘he.l:.on son'b cmn‘na:!: u.nd roccnnnn.sse.ncu pntrols %o H:.l

“'?03" 1A GHB.PELLE, . and vicinity. of - _289_5_3&,,_‘}_ .q_c_smpnpy_."l“_p_c;t:_'pl g_npi_mrod'

nino pr:.sonors thré_q'inachmc_ guns, ‘nnd two .mor‘ba_r_a'_..i.n:;n'.hougq__noz}.':_' ‘289534,

whilo othor patrdl's'-_.ongngod_t 1’ cndmy_'_m_fixfafi‘ights:_not\.r T4 CHAPELIE. N

1ator in tho afornoon, fivo moro Gormons @orao capturod and tho patrol to .

1LE COURS HOUNTATN reportod & fire fight with tho encmy who woro gtill thoro

in aano strong th, AL pr150n0r5 copturod wero’ _idcn'bif_iq_c_l 0.8 i‘rcm 'no Glat
ortross Ma.chmo Gun. Bat’c.ullon. _ FLT _

_ All dur:.r‘ﬂ' 'hhn oe.rly mmnmg c\.nd n:.gh‘b, qur pos:.t:.ons waro subgoc‘bud ‘bo
norossing £ire by oncmy long ToRES ortilloxy and mortnrs: put 1little damogo
waa dona, B8 tho GOrmans _u.ppr.rontly did not mow vory woll whore our posi~-
tions waro locetod. . 14 ROSTERE wos the parviculer targot of & hosW Gormon
morter 1ocatod pohind Hill 703", n:nd BIFFDNTAINE rucaivad .tho ottontion of

' sovurn.l artillory ha.t‘borms.

' P:nrtzculnrly trmblosmno 'bo our soldlor's wns tho constsmt moving through

IVOUK wﬁnrov' .

2 torgobs in "TYO0X ‘ond for ‘thc Gn.nnon Gomp y to firo. smrcrc.l m_ia-_ S




thig 8ituation, +he Regimentyl Camander raquested tssistance frop the
Division G-2 and C.I.c, Peraonnal, :

the enemy. 714 addition, Snginoers a1sh installed , foot bridgs at 274525,
The night op 9 - 10 Tovamber Posaod with littlg notawurthy activity op the
part of thy enemy and contimipg patrolling by our troops,

patrolling, and in pongra horagoment of theg shamy through the medium of
observad artillery firgg, A Company wn Patrel took goven Prisonars of wop
on Hill "ypgn (293529) aftar Ongaging in 5 firg fight, During the gg s Somg
mortar fiprg f8ll on our Positiong ip 14 CHAPELLE byt N0 cagualtigg rasultaed,

In analyzing thy plans 9pen fn thg 8nemy, intelliganca Feports warg
Carefully studi g and thg conclusion wog Brrived at thgt two plang Wers suit.
able For ghe BGermang 44 Pt ingg CPeration, gqne first plan would bg pap
them tq continue 4o daley oyp advanag by‘minos, road blocks, blown bridgas,
and by strong points ip tha owntning npg villapeg, Anothap Sourgeg of action
for thg snemy would invelvg holding thoir Pragent pogitjong until forgeq
out by oup attaclksg, The firgy Flan 4Ppoarod tp be the mogt faagible, and
undeyr only the mogt ramolg Poasibilitigg id it gogy that the enemy coyld
mustar g strong countsr&ttuuk, in viow op thoir limited Fosarves.

During the day, plang Vigrg devaioped for an attack by our First patig.
lion on mi33 "701M in order to g gop UP ong of the stronpast Positiong helg

any . Strength or the 61gt Fortrags Laching Gun Battalion WAS NoW esbimatgeq
at anlyong hundrad Tifty twg mon,
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* paused progross

B tice produced pood d rosults with fow: casualtius. Fire from tho Cannon Qom- . 0

“"‘.'-".' n:.‘ -l

At 0615 B _tun mfm pu.trol J.rcm Cmpa.ny "L" lod by Firs‘c Lmutcr'an”c _

'CI.ARENGE G . STEARNS, 0-1318839, of Gilmora City, Bovie, loft La CHAFELLE cnd

movad to tho vicinity of 289538 whoro thay. uncuuntcrud twcnty Gormans. Aftor

o shm.rp firo: fight, ‘during which tha pcd:rol wag at ono timo surroundod tho.

 onomy " Geva ground (losing two killed mnd ‘one cu.pturn&. ‘Tho prlsmcr furnish- -

. ‘od informatiop ©o the offoet that his hattalion, tho §lgh Fortross: ‘Machina o
Gun” ‘Battalion, wos: WJ.thdrnw:.ng in. tho nxght and tha men Just engagod wore on, '

ou.tpos‘b to dolu.y uur advanca. :

: Tha F;i;:'st Ea’stnlmn Jumpnd ai‘f to; a.tte.ck Hlll “701" a.t 1115 a.ftor 8
" ‘prop u. gondn brondcast end some’ prcpnratory a.rtlllory rmd nortar i‘u‘os. Come o
peny "A" ‘attocked on tho ‘right with Company. e on the Joft and Company ngH

" 'hold as o rosOrve to. ccuntaro.ttmclf-or support: gither compa.ny, ‘dopending how .

< the srtua‘bmn ‘dovelopod. Initially,” 1ittle: oppns:.t:.on was mot but V- thn .

' ‘pdvanco progrqsaﬁd amall arms fire and: artillory fraom aclf-propallad guns
4o slow up: docidodlys In crdar to nagcﬁ:mto tho onamy mine
fields, coptured. prisonors of wor: wora usod to’ guido our “troops. This prac- L

R pany wos: dlractad ‘on 6 partlcularlj troublosomo onany. soli‘-propellcd gun R
o loca.‘t:od in: “tha' vn.c:.nn.ty ‘of GRANGES. Rusul‘hs wora good ‘tor this gun coasod -

-‘bn’e.;

i frontl “Sovorel” hnusas ware. found conteining oncmy who had: wlrad-:.n pos:.-.'-

.fir:.ng. ;La daorimess fcll, “khe atbtacking companios contrullad most ‘of the
hill; ‘howgvor, & strong ‘point of Germans ‘5till held out’ botwaon c:cmpo.nlcs A“ N
.and MC%. - Plons word formulntod ko clear this pos:d:mn in"tho ‘morning, uwslng

Gm‘upg.ny "B'l %o go through :L'b and prouaod on “bo secura tho fur‘chormos‘b o'b3ac-._:_:

TR Memmh:.le, dur:.ng 'bha dc.y compa.ﬁy ”C—" rohcvod Compn.ny “L" in ::.1'5 pos:.—'
."‘b:_ons, and . ‘the Th:.rd Eatﬁn.lmn ‘continued to patrol a.ge'rasslvoly to ibs.

opions - around thane - Thoso posrb:,ons worg d:.i‘f:.cult o ntto.cL und causod us:
©gomY ca.sunltms in on of fort to cloar tham. of onamy.  0no ‘houso in pu.rtn.-
: “ouler, pt 292536, ‘could not bo roducod bci‘ura darknoss clasod in, 80 plons .
S ware: mn.do to .claar it ot do.yln.ght. ~Aldo in’ ‘tho morning, on: ntbock was to bo
“moda on Eill 703" (v-2953) ‘and tho tovn of AUMONTZEY. (v2=2852), ~Our mon =
. atrongly hald gt CHAP“LI.E "by night wrth Ccmpn.ny 0 in n.nd n.round "tho towm.

B Our i‘rnnt rcmu.mod qulo“‘\: w:.'bh llt‘tla oF no u.ct:.vzty durmg tho nlgh‘t oi‘.:'
e 1}. ~ 12 Novombor, ~In 4he merning at 0630, Ceampeny VK" bogon cloaning up thof-
.gtrong’ po:.n't locatiod, oround tho housc pravioualy ‘riontionod, ond "ot 0800,
Camponios: I ond LA ccmmcncod tho atteck on Thair objoctives. Gonsidarn.blu -

“-gmall arms, ‘mpching gun, ond’ mp.chmo p}.s‘bol firo wos onconntorod ‘and “hoavy .

mortor concontrations sloyed up oporations. ‘Tho forco :mvoai:ing, AI}LOHTZEY

(V«ZBSB) moved to tho tcwn h:\.thout cppasltmn.




Tho rivar having rocaedad Stmowhat, Lioutonpnt Colenal CHARLES g, DENHOH&
0-21293, sont combat patroly from tho Sacona Battalion tLeross tho rivep with
tho thought that if they cewid ostabligy thanselves op tho groung thay would

ramain and bg rainloprogd,

Tho attack or tho pipgg Batbalion, haltod by darknoss tho night boforo,
Va8 rosumad by Componing it ong "C" agningt littlo epposition, +hg onamy
hoving apparontly 1o+ thoir bositiong during th, night, gy 1130, Canpanieg
"AY and mgn had modg contact apg Company mgw Was gotting roady to ppgg througy

Company My Tought for algogt five hours bafore the housg that helg
than up thg Provious njpht pgge talan, Appraximatoly fiftoan Gormans in +hig
building rogisted asvagaly, boing wol1 “quippod with rifles, maching guna,
ond gronndgs, fire from ong of our tanig partinlly domolished thg houso
but thg ORCry fought the ook until thay worg ovorwholmed, philg thin fioree
ongagomont wag taking plneo, Conpanigg Mpn and "v Prograssod slowly up gmilj

Darknoss eayq varly ng thg Vonthor wag cloudy wity heawy anow flurrios
from ting g tima, Company "B yoe on its Dbjactivo, tho town op AUNONTZEY
Seoupiod ang dofingsag astablished, €00d progrogs mado by the Socond Battn.
lion jn Socuring o Position on the south gidg of tho rivar, and, aftor gip.
ficult Tighting, o majer advaneg had bagp athiavaq by tho Third Battnlion,
In thig Pighting, suvertoon Gomang WOra captured, Thus ondod 4hg 12th or
Novombap Vith a tirgd Rogiment ablg to look bock on g task wol1 dong mnd

ha onamy foread back ne aArary point,

Seattorgd ertillory ang noriar firg foll on our pbaitians during the
nicht, bug othorwiso thnp this ng damonstrntiona Wara modo by thy UMy,
Our contget patrals wory aotive hotwgop Companigs ang bottaliong,

Good: progrugs Yies unde by thg Sacond Battalion, noy lod by ¥ajor MARTION
P, BOWDEN,'0-407OBE, of Bolton, Toxas, ip moving acrogg to thy south gidg
of the river and Pushing ng pop L5 poasiblo until forcod to stop: by onomy
firg, Arranganonts yepeg mada to tio tng right flank in With Company npw on
the nogo vast of 4 CHAPRLIE and thg lcft flank with 142 RCT in thp vieinity
of the housag at 531554, IR " : )



e :
No anamy contnct was mrde by p...trols fram the F:Lrst Brd:'tcllon, cnd the

‘only contoot the Third Bettalion hod was o light exclmnga of smsll arms fire
with e few Germans at AUMONTZEY. - Mz'.ny mines rnd booby trcps were found by
Compeny "I" soldiors in this town. Both Bnttcllons span‘b the dt‘y in conso-

_-lzd bion of. tha:.r rm:ant g~ inss . '

- S cnn'b:l.nulnﬂ 'thm.r .dence, 'bhe Second Bcttﬂlmn raached 'the ‘hop of LE
+.OOURS hGUl‘ITAB,\,, havmg had only one small’ flgh’c with o group of ‘npproximgte-
1y sight G—er'nf.,ns.. To provide:supplies for thae Bnt*tnl:.on, now thet it wos
'.'--_'Lcross the river, nacessrbuted the building of n brldge, end at 1600 angi-
neors. bego.n work on o Trovdviny structure ot LA SUIERIE. An "drl:.twncl '
 bridge wcs.to ba put in .ot might ot LA GMELLE._ ‘The 1cte afternoon was dew
‘voted to consolidetion ‘of the nowly won positions, . astn‘nllshlng of .contact

= with our Th:.rd Battelion, nnd potrolling to IVOUX which was rapor‘bad clear

-~ pf enamy but: haavﬂy minod. ‘AL this tma, Ccmpanj "E" wrs relmvad 'by alon
-;:ments of tha 142nd Infﬂntry chmant. St i Lo : :

Clm.rmg n.f.’ tha LA CHAP;._mLE - IVOTDC rcwd vm.s atp.rtad by Gngmears, and.

e 2145 +tha br:.dge nt LA SCIZRIE wre: completed, . A wounded mamber of tho
‘Cempeny - "@" potrol: to IVOUX ropnrtad ‘back to tha Socond But‘cnhon cmmnnnd

Post end stated that tho patrol had set off o mma in IVOUX: woundmg S0V~
UL rodl men’ sarlously.-' Contaci: ‘botwaen nll unl‘l‘.s wus mc.:.ntu.:.nad durmg 'tha :

“night ond ‘in tho morning it wos learned tha‘b +two men hnd. ‘been” lcilled u.nd
-’four woundod when tho m:ma vins got’ off by tha pr_\trul in IVOUX SEARET

Dpcro.tzons Ins'hruct:.ons I'Twn'ber 77 oi‘ our. Haadquurtara ware put into ef-

'feot ‘ot 7140830 Novembar ond roguired on a.'t:to.clc using the thres Battalions

-abreast, “First" Bu‘btalwn on tho' right, ‘Becond Ba,ttalion on-the left, ond tha.

'-Th:.rd. Bnttnhon in the’ cantar. ThlB u‘btaclc wos coordine.ted Wi‘bh the othor

" Rogimonts of +tho Divis ion; tho 141 RCT ‘attacking on our. right, ond 142 RCT - S
“moking . thair afi‘ar'ha ‘on ' our, loi‘t. “Tho _goneral. m:.asiun of 148 RCT wos to move

~forward: on'n: broad i‘ront goncrwll‘y‘ b0 tha oogt, soiza. -and “hold deminpnt

torrain fontures, and proporo to organize this ndw lino ‘ngainst’ poasi‘ble
onanty countora‘btacks. Bodouso of extonsiva.endmy mining oporntions, all

- patha, ronds; ond. odjacont crons wore to ba nyoided by ndvancing: alemuni:a._
: Tha Ragmantal Gcmncnd Post waa to dlapin.ca 'i:o IAVELBIE during tha day.

. Tho on‘h:l.ra imo movud farwo.rd dui'ing tho' morning mooting no - anmny roe
. 'sis‘bn.nco nnd boing slowod.up only by difficultios of tho torrain and c:l:lv.‘.“n:cin--=
sivo m:.ning 'by tho onany ‘of ‘sema of ‘tho. roods.-- Snow . -on thuso ron.da gz‘oat—
1y ‘hindorod mire swooping opcrntmns ond ‘mada . prubing impro.ctiﬁnl. 'BY. 1600, -
‘011 units koro on thoir objoctivos,: only Company ME". ‘hoyingmeb | ooy 6ppodie
.._tim, but -bhr.t conslstod nf anly o small firo fight 1n which fiva prismarl
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wera eaphured, Defensive bPositions wars QICELY oroiniped B e et g
with 143 RCT and 1472 RCT. Vigorous pgtrclling Be ik cunbant L R
Iy was instituted,

During thes night, scatteraqg anemy artillary and morday Tire joun TEG e
&d in the Sacond Dattalion secter, A Third pattaison patirnl v veng po
Ceived enemy rifie fire, and 4 German fiftenn BAn petrol wpyeve; g -
wn positions but wag disperged ang one prizoner capbured,  wi,.
bleted for the ralief of lg3 RCT by elementy of the 1dlzt gni
Regiments, Qur Regiment wag +q O¥e into roggpye Tor u fow ds
cinity of FaYg, LEPaGES, LaVAL, ang FREY.

Patrols sent cut by gach Compeny wars setive during ¢ha e
Novanbaer and contact wog made with the 9nemw by two of thaen ot 1o
tance in front of oyr bresant positions, Moenwhilg, relief oi' gy LAENE Con.
tinuad and by 1300 the Second Battalion Wwas closed into FLEYS rog is othep
Battaliong wall ulong with their change-OVGrs. The ramainge- S Ung da
and all of the peried until thg af'ternoon op 14 November wag utiilizad by the
Firet and phirq Battalions for rast, relaxation, ang clganing or clothing
and equipment, The Zecond Battalion continued the g.pp guliconl
the aftornoon of 17 ¥ovembur when they reliavad the decond Betbhal:
Rer, oompleting the ralief by 1930, During the night, 17 Boverlr, n11 WaD .
quiet, Patrelg pPrevioualy sent +g this. naw .apop Tron the piyge Wl Thgpd
Battaliong worked with thogg of the Sacong Battalion in Vigorous 1y patral.
ling to the front, o contact was mada, but many sounds of Qorpess wara
haa.l‘d.

L g
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AT 1000 on 17 Hovember, +hg Division Carmonder, Fajor Guneral Jony &,
DAnIQUIST, 0-7120, of gt. Paul,<ﬁinnesota, visited thy Ragineatul ¢ozzang
Post and pregenteq Silver gtar decorationg 4q Tifteon gallap sificors po
men of our Regiment, In addition, rop haroic achisvemant, 4, Gereral pra.
sented one officar and threg enlisted map With Soldigrig Matnls, oy oing
afternoon, et anothgr ceramony, the Regimental Command s, Colonnl PALL i,
ADANS, 0-17308, or Columbia, South Caroling, pProzented sinty wua IrTheo
Star awards to Mon of the Regiment, ~

The short regt of savaral deys groatly gidag our Tirod, batbi atipudg
men, for thg campaien, which camenced with thg landing o 15 frust, hod
been fought with but faw periods of rost, and thg eonstant movinont uag
fighting hag told on the efficiency of the Rogiment 58 & fighting tgyy,,

While the man restad agng ralittod thamsalvas, tho off'iccry 2 tho Rga
giment wore busy on Plans for thg next oparatign, Thaso plang eallod Iap
to reliove 4ap RCT in its zepg of actisn, 71p sonjunction viith th,

" fd
=
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~the: 'l‘hird Batbalion wh THE

1051-& Infantry Divisien ¢ tho lelt end 142 RCT on the right, the Hegment
“would ptback with our Filrat mae fhird Battaliong shreast, First Battalion
on the right gad Fhird Hai: 15y on the left. The mission of 4this operae
tion invelvod soizigy nnd holduog $aa high pround overlooking ST LECNARD,
ANOUID, CHARGOULTE, and RJ kg PONTAINE. This attack was acheduled- for
0900, 18 Yovember, and, & tar tha Sscond B:a.ttalicn had been passsd thrmgh
N 'by the e.t‘t:acld.nu;, ba thfﬂlmm. iz wes to -hacmme tha Ragmantal raserva.

: The night cxf 17 - ;Eﬁ Heraabar ga.ssod aumtly i‘ar ‘the Sacund Ba.tta.hon,
" and no omtact vias pade with the enamy, slthough e pe:t:rol went out as far
Las ‘bhs “own ‘of 1A COLE wal Pount no one thers. In view of the ls.ui. of g
ey resistance, the Raogincetal O pmonder dosided . ‘to push the gbcond Batta-
flzon towards tho east nuv Lhait, 'mmﬁ the main e.ttuck +took placa, __‘hhr:* attack—

~ing: bnt*ba.lions would nmm loas “rorrain to covar o thoir o‘ajactlvas.- -
“Another tactical ocx sidération bhat inf luonéed this deciclon yins %o koep
both flanke in conbuel with J.Em_,_:_d _Iman__m_nwlsmn xmd 16-2 m'r. which wera

' .alrandy muw.nb farwa.rﬁ. S

';*': Durmg t‘w *lmr.u'rzg,,, olaen by of "Lho Soccnd Ba‘btu"mn pushad ngorausly'
: famard ‘hub ravained uni, off cosbaot w;th tho onemy. A roinforced platoon
a1 Ay wd ‘?wam of L4 COTE, while enother platoon ad-

from Cmpany i gsou sl
vanced on-the YAREMOHS & GOns Il ..fi to uhﬂ cross v-mds a.t v-u86548 wi'th-

P ‘cru‘b mnl::.ng ro'ﬁ'act m.th lm T,

In 'bha ai‘turmmn., Ay :'.r;:t- e Thnd Battalinns movod by mutor to (=9

i “_f'un merched o their soctorss The Com~

wowns ssteblished ab VMIEMONT, ond that of

L _I*.!:PEIS " Tha vomainder of the penud in ‘the
Mng !‘m t'ampan: a5 of tiho Second Ba’b‘ballon

PR

. de'brucklng point ah LALGTEL
* mnnd Pogt of thu Firal Bul

sarly evanmh siag duveled rul
: and gotting in reaunfu.m e the

T upm"tud thab t}'a oaemy in retiring
- 'minod and boohy treps. wore found in
. ivont. "Rasauge of this, DO rocennais~
RS ‘writ}r prtrols wuu]d uparntu durmg

L Pa.tro’s of al
had - loft mmur ropds s
B '.muny‘ ‘houses “in tho vi
- gonoa was to be eoplunt
; ‘bha n:.gh’c.

Duri:ug ‘hhe pmn: nhzw dnya, sn ordor’ ai‘ bonorﬂl Iﬂ)‘GKEL commu.ndlng tha
‘broops in frent of tnag FHth Tttty Division, 0 ayatamatm loot:.ng of . _
tovms ond - villopgos: gy cuishaood ! tv tha onomy ofver vhich many Wore ‘nurnud
“in wholoior part, - Fono o Do to.zm wald villogos burned vere ST DIE, '
. AULIONTZEY , CLRCTLUL,  SARUFT, SYE *LI{UUEFI’T‘E. 87 LEQWARD, ond L4 PL&I&’CIIETT
“This action by: tho cramy £3¢ i.- -~ uy rafugoos To. traval tho ‘roods dinto our
+1ines. ‘and pra on'r;ud 4 m.m. , g hr‘s L.mnha*c ElDuri\'h:LO"iB. I‘I; ia bolieved

:' “H P IR el ‘-—»-.-..__1:"‘_-'--‘—-



that this poliey op destructien ar all buildinegs wag done to dany aelnguats
billsts to aur troops who ware 4o be held Up by the formidable dalunsive
line esst of the MEURTHE Rivar.

The night having paszged vithout any nonurrences of aoty, &he seheduled
attack camenced at 190830 Hovember With the First snd Third Britelions
maving out to seize ang hold RUIS de g7 LEGNARD, BOTg DYANGUID, and 3075

.

de FENNEFETHE. Io Oppoeition waga reported injtie 1y, but P¥ogresa waes glow.
ed by snemy mines. By alghtfall, al1 ebjectivas had hasn reached witheut
any of our slsmants malcing contact witn Sho enemy, ratrols wers to Oparets
to the frent during the night, and, if Poonibla, pscurw information on
potential erossings of ths MEURTHE River, In this forweed nove, sastbared
ertillary fire was the only oppositicn glven by the LBy,

During the vight, patrals to the [ront op 8204 batbalion pesbape WL
orderod. Theszs patrols reached the villages of FRESUOHR, I PAIRE, Iy
GAUTTE, and §T LEOWARD, but frund ne onemy; howewar, roeds and hougeg wery
mined angd booby trapped, st thase points » the MEURTHE Rivar Was asosrdeine
ed to bs botwean Bavanty-five und ong hundrad yardg wids, six fest desp in
the cantar, and wign B Yery swift currant,

Flana for the trentieth called for the piret drltalion to push forwars
in theiw sector, ths Phipg dattalion %o gapd decurity detechmonts BIFONG Tha
river at 91 LEONARD epd ANGTLD, aud for the Sgnond Fettalion to cspenble in
Regimental Tagurva,

Cantact patrols worked batween tha trttalions amd alse kept contyot
with the regiments on our ght and laert, Nothing or contequancy davelopsd
during the night worthy o reporting, ‘

Berly in the morning, the First Batta Heon apnin woved out with Company
A on tha lary, Campany B on tha right, snd Cempeany ¢ folloving Cempany 4,
All objectives were resched and the preq WEat of the MEURTER River in thg
vieinity of QlzFoy Waq ocoupisd bafops H00ns A patrol frem Compeny L auoe
C6881ully crossed the river by Feding and wen+ ivte 5T LEOWARD durisg ths
morning, capturing sliztesn priscnors Who worg Promptly roturned to the regr
for dmpdiate in'bal-rogatinn‘,, Ganpagq;ff’-}lf-’ifma,a Pagred BYogs the river andg )
‘enter the town oy ANWID, but the,;r;[i‘iga@di.m#a;y: snooanbered at1fe rosiskrngg
J.-Qg;ting & squad leader and u goou “BE o oy to. the Germrnng, During thip

iy r .
‘ 5;4;’-
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_ 'U on interrogatlon it we\s found that the priscners napturad in ST
_I_BEIHARD (V-4=157) were. teken by surprise.. They were ‘congiderad %o be shook
troops who had anterad ‘the towm during. the pravious ‘pight on the assumpticm
+that:our. “troops "hed a.lready ‘gagupiad it. They hod besn ordered. tp lea¥e

. their goldbuchs hahind ‘and, 1f ‘the’ ‘pressurs becems 00 graat “to. fall 'ba.uk

ﬁun ‘the town to the high g;rcund 'bo the a&st. E

Tha Divinon Cunma.nder i upcn laarning uf tha h‘igoraus and ra.pid prb—’

oan of our. 'ba,tta.lions “in advencing to cur objeotives and working patrols
ipoross the Tiver, - prdered thzﬁ: 4mmedate ‘wkeps be taken 4o gat o ccmpanies L

: %orou the river to meours & ‘bridgehend st 8T LEGHA,RD in order that a bridge . -
"*»ecmid be put ‘acrods the riﬂ'ar during the night. Acoor‘diﬁgly “the Thi:‘d Bat- -

e “%ﬂiib‘n macln arra.ngamanta to aaonmpliah “his milaion ‘but a8 the men of Cum-.---
4 to the eastrof ST 1EUNARD, they rah ah into barbed wire

o5 1 and K ‘move
protec'bad by enem:{ machine gun’ ‘fira. Twsnty milimeter fire wek also re= i

:; 'oeivad from’ enemy - positionaf' With ‘darkness a.pproa.ching, nrdera ware iasued

: tu ‘hold up. and ‘got: dafensive artillery fires reglatared for the night. &

W ponerel attack by the First and Phird Bottalions was. ‘to be planned fer. the

R . azt day. : I.ieu‘banan'b ‘Golonel THECDCRE He ANDREWS, 0-365318, of Ca.ldwall, : .
Lo Hexns, i.ni‘nrmed the Bagimenta.l Cammander that ‘he anticipated having Tour o oo

. S.J#i.i‘la platoons ‘BCross “the river mith heavy Weapons auppnrt bsfora de.rk BO

‘lhat the bridgehea.d cc'uld e held. du.t ing the nigh .

A . j.; ﬂhile moat of tha a.ttan‘l‘-ion du.ring ‘the dny oantered on the a.ctivity oj‘ :
L b Third. Bs.tta.linn, prinoipally teoause the: town of gt IE CHARD wea 30 impor-
' At to future opara.ticna, nevertheless, the prograsu ‘of ths First Battelion
‘also notewortiye. the timo darkness desconded, elements. of tha Bat-:
___h-iéf'e"."'in'-ANDUID (V-‘&lﬁi)_ Company B at v-425525, Compuny ‘A on Hill 601 - -
w4666, and Compeny ¢ in reserva in the town of DEVELINE. A fire Lfight

i taken plage during the day in CLEFCY ‘and at 20007 en offiusr 1ed pn.trol

iR i.n‘l;n thia, tm‘n a.nd. found the onemy: had withdrawn. :

.ng:auue of tha many mi.nau &0 n"l roadu and tra.ils in our :actor, unly Lo
contact patrols wars arronged for’ “the: nigpt, but harnssing: artil- -
» dery d , Wore ‘worksd out to kesp tho enamy . alartqd'p ‘7o emphoeize “the mapy
hi.ni[ 32 1d by the ‘onemy, same of which amld not’ ha dotected bY mineswsepar ey

‘thn Pi.rit Ba-bta.licm &qring the nig;ht ba.d five man wmnded ona, ?d.llad, a.nrl
!fm jaapl blcﬂm up 'baoauae of minos., : "‘".L""- § . L _ .
a:had. oy 3‘61:11_ v:‘z.rlqn at g,DJ.QDG& Novaiu?oer 1944,
¥ 5 8, Nowanber: 1944, %o goice
170843). ‘ai.tb-{

ratimn Inutruntionn i
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g Vg oL Ehlee i LR dEsigiment, fop tha Regimontal
waedlan, o atof Kiugston, Rhodg Izland, aftep
oasluded that there wore twe battaliong

wallong, 9339 Infantery Regiment, cop,
sigting op AL erinatoly gix Ryl MR, tpposing oyy troops fram walj Gme
placed pogitiugy et deendpan b Yorieia ovarlovking fhe narraw flat river pgl.
ley of thg MEDRTHR #ivop, Morwounr, thage brocps warg Supported by light
and mediumg artillary gad gy Pt ¢ thaip Pealtions waore barbed wirs and
mine fieldy,

to operat,,
-2, Major gaiwioan 1 o,
analyzing 1] intellissnee gours sy
of Germany, tha Flrat am dunend b

The Reginonts] plan op ehtsol called fop tha Pipgt Battalion tq attacl
on the right, using Companies 4 ard 0 wity Gompany B ip raserve, and for the
Third Battulion to witaok on tha loat ¥ith Gompuniag Kund I in ¢ne attaclk
echelon ang with Cempany I in 3 Freperad by rainforgs Compuany ¥, Sup-
porting fipgs Trom tanley, BOULETair (B0 g 40 2alibar meching guns, ang
both infantry mort g and 4.2 sany o) tieal pmortprg Yiare plannad. The Jeo-
ond Battaling wyy e remain jn étyy s toady te ha aotorisad,

The attacking Babbly ong BV ot one 4, dusimatad by and achiaveqd
Varying degvpss op Rha L R IE F worning, Extremely unfavorabls tor.
rain and {j. BIITHC dv s ol fipos. Haitahln ripap frogsings hald the Pirgt
Batialiep up whils +hy ling having pfuviwualy socured edequate
Crosaings, wody gabids iy Hoaraingt Busvy artillgey, tortar, apd

GE LG 3OO HR racalved g Viry haavy

meching gn Mre,
shelling fy., b laegn Living frem o Ersat distancy,

By sy, &
could get sbyenge i
ing in i+, R R E
A« In th Third e,
but had el
BErogs and .y 5
‘and reportoq at ¥

bra vivgr sud buld ap uptil Company ¢

G huving hgq 30 rmich difficulty in erose

ided toq bring thap Leross behind Canpany
E run inta vary stigp rezistones

: S Wy 1430 Company T hag ona platoen

Lo ok whily BORPEUY I, wag dEross the rivar

i

Leh bwo Lattaliony eerase the river angd
. Sed Yo g, Bur troops sufficiently rar
Cucldgahand g parmit thy #nginsars to

40 6F holding tanpg pad truely,

Besausg,y er £
ne bridges LS JRE
"to tha gagt B womane
Miszmmwa&tH‘h

Vos Bapo fattalion consolidatsd theip
18550, Canpray g5 49 the las and » little
f~42455] Mbintaining aontact with the
S quisicl, Atcunplish the rogimenta]

With tlp e
gaing and Ty
behind Cerpury o,
loading eotpunicy



mission, thu Zecound prttalion wos Lo Do copmittod in ‘tho mornlng ba‘twnan _‘tha
" First ond Third Battalions WPtor o suitablo ertillory proparation wos 1loid
down. Tho Third Battnlion congolidated positions for tho night with Compony
K, v:.cnuty of CONTRAMOULIN . ('I—fll‘:»ﬁ) Company L .p fow hundrod yords north—
onst of IE SGUL.HE (v-41 95}, and two plutoons L.ompnny T'in tha gonural vici-
nity ‘of 417566, CThe anemy hall f-‘il tho forward ‘slopos W:Lth thoir posmtwns
dug in and pr oboctod by twe Tovs nf wiro.” Puring tho doy, Company I was'in-
gaomo pu.rt1cu1ur1y hard I.'J..;_.lh’&lhg _x:ui WS ccunturnttuckad thrno tmcs by‘ groups

of up to. f.u{:y onamy. o

The n:.g,ht of ?.l 22 Novvm:or [o..ssc.d with rols.t:v,vc qumt. ‘Samo scﬂ.tfurod
anmy artillory flro ‘waa rou u\!m -xd ‘Umr“ wora sovuro.l patrol cln.shos.- :

By'dayllght, tho Secend pabe Lliux had moved to LE SOUCHE and, nt 0750,
oll throo Battolions attoskwi in thuir zomoo. of cotien mooting ‘strong ro=-
aigtoncao. Lrom mechino gRIs, mur Toard, Cand arb tillorys -Tenlkes VOra movod Reross
tho Bn:.loy brmgu ot 27 LEEED E mrdar to pivo d:.roct support to tho Thxrd
" Battolion ‘which WwLp now posisand Ghia jmmediats task of sacurlng Hz.ll 519

(va4357)

B Progruss during the' Aay Was uxtrumaly slow with- Compuny do ongn.gud ina

. hoavy firo fight und tho Third ‘paltalion 'ncmtmg dotorminod ‘pokigboncc in its

- atbampt. o, el Hill 519, During tho merning, the Socond’ Battalion: advanood
cnnﬂidorn.hly, ‘but juat’ mf’Luz tiwony bath Gemprnios B ‘and ‘G ‘Werae ccuntoru.t‘tu.ck-

od and pushud br.LL.- frmuaa‘,r P, howovor, ssgistod in sta‘n:.llz:.ng tho aitue~

 <tiom, | As tho eftcinom drav §o & clusa,” tho Third ‘Bottnlion was: ‘prootically

o EL11 518; +ho Socond Bettalion wos wall organizod boyond tho first Gormen
&oi‘cnaos gnd hoad roeoove rod most ol tho grognd proviously lost; Campony B of
tho First Bo.-btalmn hu.d aﬁvfun‘uﬁ $a V~435554, ond Company C wos in tho woods
ot V—4355a0¢ “In tha ccurm nf “thi doy's i‘lgh’ﬁlng, many pr:.sonors wom 'bnkcn,
mclud:.ng suvanw—--hhz e b T ’f‘m Thdrd Batta.lmn. S

Tho u‘b‘muk vms to ccr\’r‘lm\a ‘on o tﬁont -th;.rd cmonc:mg srb OBOO, wi.th
tho objectivas o8 folluss:  First pattalion, Hill 782 (V-471554)5 8 ocond Bn‘b—-
talion, -Hil] 704 (V—»‘liﬂuﬁB) Thn,z'c'l Bm:“hls.on, Hﬂl 691 (v—481576)

Ihn nlght vins spun’c prapur:.u‘g, for tho noxt doy's ni‘i‘orta, rostmng ‘t'.ho
'birod mon, and m koopm;: sucurz.,’rv 'mci a.ontnct pn’crola i‘unct:.omng. :

Thu cmnbu'h oi‘i‘icmnuy of tlu cnmmfmd WaSs o sourcu of gra.vo concorn ot
this. timo oz the mon hod boon in © ntimious combot oparata.ons sinco ‘15 Imgus'b
1944, pnd had suffurod hoivy sosualtics, both battle and non-battlo. - . Moro-

- ovar, . tho ‘Inck of timo 4o fully train and nssimiloto ruplacomonts +told on
comba‘b foactl‘vonoss.. Furthormore, r‘on‘tlnunus opnmtmns in gonnru.lly pde 7
--vurso won.thcxr v.nd ovur diffmul’c torz am dl.;sipn.‘b'cd tho v:_g;or and nlortnoss

; jii?



of our mon,

Elomonts of 141 RQT rolioved Company € ot 0700, ~nd"at-0800 on thg
twonty~third, our rttack cammonced. Ho rosistonco dovoloped, oxcopt that
a small roar gucrd action, invelving our Third Battalion, was fought in
tho initial stago of our advanco, Only rough, hilly, and woodod torrain
limited the roto of advance of our mon. By nightfall, Compoanios I ond L
wora woll to tho agst of LADRAY; Compony E wns at V-471565; and the First
Bottalion was ot V-467557 and still moving., In roaching the position oec-
cupiod by Company E, a small fire fight took place, at tho lagt stogos of
whichk two onamy vehiclos warao dostroyod, nine mon capturcd, and six Gormong

£3-24 Novombor 1944, but with tho coming of light, all olamants moved fore
ward satisfactorily, impcded only by thick growth of +trogsg and small do=
loying groups of Gormans, By 1200, tho Third Battalion hed socurad LA
CROIX, tho Socond Batinlion wns. in ST JEAY, and the Firgt Battalion had.
occupiod LE CHIPAL, but in this laottor oroa, tho onamy continuod +o raosist
to tho onst of tho town with machinoe gun-end meortar Tiro.

Tha noxt mission givon to 143 Ro7 was to clonr all onamy frem tho high
ground onst and south of tho MANDRAY - LE CHIPAL ~ L4 CROIX.- BOIS da LAVE-
LINE road who woro horassing tho supply and armorod alamonts of 142 ROT ng

Bottalion on tho left, north of LE CHIPAL, working south to holp tho First
‘Bottolion, 4t 1700, Company E was roported to havo captured two officors, -
two mnchine guns, two horsos, apd 4wo wegons, and was on objoctive at
V-403565. Tho First Battalion roportod at 1715 that troffie could again
movo on the mein road ot 1E CHIPAL, Tho battaolions  than ggtablishod con-
toct by patrols and spont tho night en thoir positions rocoiving = littlo
harassing artillory and mortar firo during tha poriod ond somo agall arma
firo from in front of thoir positions,. ’

o In compliance with proviaus instructions, the Rogimont was proparad to
movo by motor +o thg vicinity of STE BARIE oux MINES, but ot 0940, tho First
Battalion raportod anomy inﬁiltratiaq:;g”thain,pg@ii;oggmggg fira on tho LE
CHIPAL - L4 CROIX rond plus ,20 milimghine firg in the vicinity of V=48552¢.
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position was restored, and at 0800, an snemy counterattack, precedad by an
artillery preparation, was repulsed. Campany of this force was reliaved
by Cempany C during the morning. _

During the afternoon, Company B, reinforcad, swept the ridges east,
south, and west of SUR L'HATE against scattered resistance. By 1800, the
campeny wes in position at V~582581, V-387587, and V-575587. An sttack to
the scuth was begun at 280800 and an enemy strong point was encountersd at

V—SB 7579.

Fram the time of arrival in STE MARTE aux MINES until 272000, the Sec-
ond Battalion remnined in RCT reserve and restad, and reconditioned ¢lothing
and equipment. At 272000, the Dattalion passed to the control of 142 RCT to
be used in the oparations looking to the reduction of SELESTAT in the RHINE

VALLEY,

The Third Battalion continued tha attack to the emst to clear the BOY
HOMME - ECHERY road, encountering modserats sutamatic weapons, small arms,
and artillery firae. By 271700, they were in position from V-535545 to
V-548567, Contact was made st 1430 by force moving down towards BON HOMME
from northeest end Company I. During the night, a patrol to V-541549 en-
gaged in o fire fight with the anemy and killed two of tham. At 0430, an
enemy patrol, estimated to number twenty-five, approached our outpoat at
V-537649, but were dispersed with automatie weepons and mortar firs., At
daylight of the twenty-eighth, the Bettalion continued to attack to securs
Hill 1110 (V-5556) and high ground overlooking FAURUPT and BON HOMME, Re-
sistence was light and only ons of three pillboxss locatad ocontained enemy
troops. Ag of 1800, elements of ths Battalion had esteblishad n general
line V536550 to V-547549. During the night of 28-.29 Hovember, strong
patrols were employed againgt the Germans and a fire fight developed with
the enamy in the vicinity of V-556552., Again thig fatigued group of fighte
ing soldiers atitacked the enamy on the morning of -the twenty-ninth, using
Companies I and X, and attacking south and west towards Hill 1110Q. %Yo re=-
sistance was encountered and tha araa was cleared south to 546 Northing in

‘tha sactor,

Only scattered reports were received rolative to the action which 142
RCT, with Second Battalion, 143rd Infontry Regimont mttached, was angoged,
However, fram the information rocsived, it was apparent that the men of this
Regiment wers fighting in an axcsllent fashion and worthy of the praise given
them by the Division Commender.

Opsrations Instructions Number B8, issued by the Regiment 2524004 Novam-
ber 1944, nssignod the Firgt Battalion a broad front for the utilizotion of
all companiss and the mission to hold this lins, and sand patrols to six



- a.ttached 4p:142 RCT and the “Phird . B&ttaliou wab 1o be relieved and a.a-

s 'roe.d ‘blocka: ‘were: ‘overcame in racord time. Battla and nnnm‘ba,ttle caau.a.ltmas

diffarent pomhs to datermina tha preaanca cr a.bsanca of ‘Gha enamy. and o
epptura prisoners. for addltmna.l jnformation, The. Secoud Pattalion remain-

gemble in STE MA,RIE aux MINES in pivision reserve, praps.red to move. one .
‘gompeny oub on ons hour!'s notics, snd the . ‘entire Battalion to be prapa,red
4o move on two ‘four's notica. r‘dnta.c'b was also to be ma.intained by the -

' -ngimen'b w:.th 1031-5. Infan‘bry Divismn i;o tha nnr‘th of ua.

A*b GESO on. 30 Navembar, *tha Fn‘st Battalmn mwed to. axtand its front
-1 nrdared. This wes complabed by ‘noon: and pa’crola moved out to gain. con=
L gpot with: 'hha enemy » Meanwhile, the Third Ba.ttalion began: 'bhe assamblmg
of its men a8 the dasz.gna.tad bathtalion from 141 RCT raliaved "them a.nd by
-1500 hnd ccmplataﬁ :L‘bs mm’a tn SE‘E IME e.ux MIITES. : _

As of 2000, Ccmpany A waa in pnsi‘biun mth no contac‘b being made w:.‘t‘h
-tha enamy ; - Company. ¢ on high ground ovarlaolc:.ng AUEURE; end & patral movmg;
~ down the road to RIBEA.UVILIE ‘raported “they: ‘md resohed V-650562 withuut con-
. tacting the enemy", but 1¢cat1ng i‘our roa. blocks qi‘ felled ‘hreas. : .

: Tha nighﬁ passad w:t‘bh nnly pa:tral antiun, no conta.c'b bemg establlshed -
_.with tha eneuv R _ N N S -

- During the mnnth Jus’t endad' “the Rag:_ment ha.d accmnpliahed much, havmg

: brnken through thres digtinet lines whers the enemy ‘had plannad on’ hold:.ng

us up. for-the winter. geemingly. insurmounta.‘bla obstuclaa, of exceedmgly
“bad weather, rugged wild, ‘mountainous terrain, numercus mmefmlda,’ and .

were many and the cambat’ efficiency of the Ragman‘b sufferad graatly, but
tha rasul*bs mora then ‘of fseb +thess i‘a.qr“!:nrs. Again it was pro#an +thet &

. uim'bborn dai‘snsive force, given w1l possibla e.dvanta.ges, ‘could be defeated
. and removed from our {ront by hard, aggresswe attacking which cona’canbly
applied suc.h praasu & that the Garmans were; ccntmua.lly of f balance end
could nevar secure control of bhs aituatinn. such tactins augured wall

for. ﬁrl:ure opara.tmng .

Z/J mjw

'ROBERT L. O'BRIEN, JR
-}Iagor, 143rd Infantry
_a.dguta.nt .



BATTALION CORMAMDERS 1 tg 30 NOVEMBER 1944

FIRST BATTALION
Frazior, David u. L ¢o2 0-222230 Houston, Pexag

SEGTID BATTALION

Denholm, Qharleg Je

L gal G.21293 Poughkeepaie, Naw York
Novamber 1 4o 10
Bowden, Marien p, - Major 0-407022
November 11 to zp

Belton, Toxag

FHIRD BATTALTON

dndrews, Theodorg H. Lt ¢nl 0-365318 Caldwell, Texag

CQUPARY Coiummm

ERS 1 to_30 Novmpm 1944
HEADWIARTERS G chipany

Cleghorn, Rufue jJ. Captain  Ouallgyy Waco, Taxas
SERVICE COMPANY
s DI M UMEANY

Pari.sh, Joa P,

Carbpin O-405065 Huntavilla, Texag

@ETMM CC&H’AN_{
Stakes, Harry .

Captain 0-407650 Huntaville, Texas
. November 1 to 1p
-Winnig, Wilfred A. let 14 O-181z438

Novembor 11 tg 30 .

=l lerrito, California

N CGANNOR GoMpany
Btm,, Sley W, Captain  Quags 491 Wace, Yoexas

MEDICLY, DR TMENT

| Cuminghan, 1501 5,

Mo jor On336134 Gandon, Hew Jersey.
L HEkDONR T COMPANY 187 BaTTATICH
° . ‘:r-'i RS e ; e DA

Bt i Mmo::si? | Masay, Tayas
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_Brajchu, _Thumu L.

Hovember 1 to 13 uﬁd 2z

~ gahn, ‘Henry (mu)
‘November 16 to 21
Ili.juvich, Juseph F
" Novambar. 23 %o 270
Da_a}_n_:er Riuha.r d We o
' 'Ndvamher 28 to 30

Ghnmbern, Guorga T
: Novambar 1. to, -
1arson, Pa‘ber ('NEI) '
: Novgmbar 28 to 3

'Sim%lqha."Al}éh Be

Goad, R'oy D.

COPANY A

0-411038

0-12%312.

‘Phillzppi Wendall Co
‘November 1 to 10
Yitchell, caoil L.
No_vambar 11 to 30

Hartwell, Goorge N.
_ ‘Hovember 1 %o 27
gullivan, ‘Boward Js

Hovembaer 28 to 30

'. Dih'u, Jusei‘ c.
Hovemnber 1 to 26

King, Hiran I.
Hovambur 27 to 30

HEEDQUBR‘IER

gaptain
_.Gaptain - o;lzéséés
st it
' gaptedn o-azzaas
GGMPAHY B
Captain 0-3?3577
1st Lt'_} 0-384738
GGMPAHY ¢
Ga.ptain 0-129366&
.'ccm’m o
captain 0-407195 o
§ LGHPANY znn BATT&LIGN
Lapta.in 0-1288114
1st 1t . 9490_6_742 c
COMPANY B
1st It 0-4245_35
1st Lt 0-1303410
COMPANY F
gaptain 0-41828%
1t Tt 0-1285603
Cprmn e B e

Chicage, Iliin o_i_s

i Allentcwri,’_:Pépﬁﬁ}flvan;'\_a__

A}cron, Oh:.o

' ﬂ‘a.co, Texas

L.ilwu.ukue Wlscunsin

cxnaha. ’ N lbraskn

© pelfast, Maine i

‘remple, Taxos

Indiana.polis, Ind.ia..n.é.. o

Dei‘iance, Oh:.a - _

Me.dera. Gahi‘ ornm

Rcchas‘hﬁr, Nw York

Tores s‘bar. Ma.a sacmsett 8

;\.‘uerdaan ' Suu‘th Da.a:o‘l.a




COMPANY G

Andersen, Erie Q. Ceptain  0-391181 Bozeman, Montana
CCOMPANY H
Hanrahan, David J. Captain  0-1288077 Bronx, New York

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 3RD BATTALION

Ball, Martin Les Jr. Captain  0-1289025 Neshville, Tennessga
caura 1
Lewitz, Edward R. Coptain  0-1306863 8t. Louis, Missouri

November 1 to 23 and 25

November 29 to 30
Hancock, Harold R. lat Lt~ 01294470 Dallas, Texas

Hovembar 24 aud "25 te In

COMPLNY K |
Merigold, Frank 4. Captain  0.411345 Chicage, Illinois
November 1 te 25
Ball, Elwood H. lad 14 0-1295974 Battle Creak, Michigan
Novembar 27 to 30
_(_.}_{?MPMIY L
Reuland, Richurd ., Iat 1% 0-480408 Aurera, Illinoia
SCUPANY M
Hand, Robert (NmI) Captain  0-1289075 Seattle, Washington
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CONCLUSIONS OF REGIMENTAL COMMANDER

Repeated German counta arattacks, sometimes as often as five timss in

twenty~four hours, proved the mettle of the Division, The tired men fought

past all reasonable ext.rcms of fatigue against frash German troops of good
qualibty.

Troops'-with heart, properly led, can accomplish almost any end,

el /,(7,, £ »"2
CHARIES iﬁ/j DuNHOLH

Lt Col, rd Infantry
Commanding



| oPERATI'o:«Is 'm FRAI\TGE

con"amu:.ng its wmission of clr:w:.ng through the mmmtam passes of the
... TugEed VCSGES- ‘bha 36th miantry. DlVlElGn started the jaonth of Dece: fher with
& drive to. clear the enemy from the passes 1eaa:.ng to the. Alsatian: plain ‘at
'SEL.JSTA"‘ and MWIHE mhe lhjrd 1nf'antry B g:.ment pa:‘bmlpa‘ced in both‘ _
of these efforts, for the gecond Pattalion continued +o be attached to the
. ROT in its atback on SEIRSTAT, vhile -the remainder of 1)13 R.GT made plans +o
L debouche n.nto the HHI&\’E VALLZY at -RIBE&UVILL._ = e e

',rhe fz.rst day of.‘ *bhe mcn.th :t‘ound uur Second Bat‘ﬁal:x.on wur}cmg Wi’ch 1112
< por and ass:.gned the mission ‘of entering ‘and clearing the. town ‘of CHATENOIS
: (v~756h) ‘At 0630, the pattalion attacked snd before moon. entered CHATENO0IS,
- ' afber clearing a very heavily mined road block’ at v—7h96h3 I‘:.g,htmg was . -
. heavy ‘during the day, ‘but the tovm was cleared of enemy bei‘ora darke I
. this engagement, & cms:.derabla ‘number of ‘casualties were received, ,n_fter
'c‘.l.earmg ‘bh:ua tuwn, 'bha Battal:.on contmued on. anci entered SEIES'I‘AT.

'rmn.ls the Th::.rcl Bat'baln.on reman.nsd :Ln reserve m STE m.RIL} am. MNES
g‘,'(v—5960) ‘the First Battalion attacked to secure. ‘our. right ‘flanl at AUBURE.
- (v-6155) pmparatory “to pushing the third pattalion along the road from STE
" MARTE aux HINES . to RIEEAUVILL.- (v-6955) ‘4 considerable force. of Germans :
. was lmcrm to be in the area “betireen T4 POUTROIE (v-—S?SO) and: KA‘ISL'.RSBL,.RG
' -__(v-éth) and it was ‘deemed necessary to nave our flank reasonably. well pro-
“tected. (008 ' company of the First: Battal:.on wasg crciered to move along the.
high ground northwest of ‘the FERTRUPT — RIBE FAUVILIE read toward hill noses
. ab y-6l6oES overlooking THANMENKIRCH (v-6759) and, maintain contach with 12
. ;"RET- The compamr selected for this: mission was Company A, and by ‘darkness,
gompany. A vas in’ the vicinity of. y-548581, company B agtride the FEETRUFT. =
' RIBEAUVILIE road at road junctien, ¥-63L569, and Company C 0cCUpYing the
.. general area y-620562 - y-62L561 - - y-62656L.  To ‘accomplish these 10ves, . at _.
1sast’ oleven road blocks were ‘gvercome, 5Ome ‘of ‘which were defended, A phys- -
&l road block at V-625591 conbained fifty schu mines, o box mes , and
t‘a@ mines wh:.ch were, ramoved by' attached engmaers.. Sl

-mtact pa.trols he’cmaen um.ts of t.he F:.rs‘b Eat‘bal:x.on were ac'b:we during
'PJ:IB night and in the ‘morning this pattalicn moved on to. ‘clear THANMENKIRCH
e.nd engaged tha enem;r in a heavy i‘:_re i‘:.ght :.n tha outskn'ts of AUBURE. ‘

A‘t. 1200 R tha F:Lrst Battalion moved frun :l.ts assemb]y area ncinity STE
}:‘_HARIE avx HINES, and, with company I o the. right, Company L on the left, an
. Qompany X follawings. proceedad scmbheaat in the direction of RIBCAUVILIE.
-'f._-blamants of: Ganpanies A and d 'ﬂera cmt&ewd a.t 1300. m1y1cattemd small

g e «._
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ams fire was receiveg by these corpranies until Company T med strong resistancs
at TAIBOURG (v-6LL563), hovever, the advance of Company ¥, continued uninterrupt-

tPamhile, the Secand Battalion remained attached to 1L2 RCT and was engaged
all day in a heavy fire fight in SEImSTAT (V-7962) in which our men encounterad
machine gun and small ams fire; bochy traps » mines, and trip wires. Their at-
tack was successful, however, fop thay overran an enemy batitalion command post,
capturing three german stafi officers ang sixteen other prismers in addition to
Wounding six of the enemy and killing betwesn fifteen ang twenty, At least half
of the town was cleared by thig Battalion under the skillful direction of M2 jor
HARICH P. BOWDEN, 0-L07022 » of Belton, Texas, iis Commandar,

AS night drew on, the Thirg Battalion, with Companies K and L astrids the
RIBBAUVILIE road at V-875559, recuived ords—g to continue pushing forwarg while
the First Battalioen held positions as follovs: Company A at V-659550, Company B
at v-630556 ang V~63756k, and Ceoimpany ¢ at V-608557 and V022561 to v~621558,

Our atiachzd cnginecsrs » Company C, 111th Engineer Battalion, were given
orders to work throuzh the night clzaring the roads of mincs and fallen trees in
the direction of AUBURE and RIBEAUVILIE up to the mest advancsd infantry posi-

An intercsting prisoner, a german officerof the name of Captain FISHWR, was
captured by nmen of the Third Battalion, and he stated that he commanded one hune
dred and thirty men who, after resisting our advance » Were ordered to pull back
to a position at V-562559 where they were to reform, He further stated that his
unit, plus sg troops, were commznded by a mjor LULIER vwhose command post was in
RIEEAUVILIE, :

buring the night ang 2arly morning 2-3 December, the Third Battalien moved
Slowly down the roag towards RIBRAUVILIE, and by dawn Company 1, had reached
V675560 and Company X had positions in the Vicinity of v~67.555,

To cloar the Dumerous road blocks » tonsisting of from fifteen to thirty
trees per block, it requirad a fores of sixty éngineers, with a tank dozer and
tngineer dozer, all of a night of hard wert,

strong points, However, by noon Company ¢ had cleared the tawn and Campanies g
and ¢ were to the south and nerth of the built-up area. prmor was moved it, road
blocks wore established, and arrangements mads during the remaindsr of the day to
hold this important position, '
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e BDth Forbrg.ss r_.ng,lnc.w..rs. : -:

S ouar artlllx..zy had i‘cr targots 'ho nre .on becaus of lim:.tc_d v:.s:Lb:.ln.ty in -
- ‘this rugged terrain, but shortly before nocux Observation Post Ixmzabcr L sighted. =
' an enemy column leaving RIBSAUVILIE in the direction of ‘ZRLIENBETG (V-6952) and

'succocd‘.cl in cb.ructlng fire on'it, d_stroylnr ona mutor V’*hlcle and sca‘bt.a.r:.ng N

mon and horscs :l.n all dnuctn oS,

. Pushlng v:.gorously'durmg tne c?.a;, the Thzrd Battallon, by lata afternoon, S
'hﬂti ‘cloared RIBRAUVILIE, oveicoming sanll awm, ‘machine -gun,; ‘and 20mm fire, Qcea- 07
sional lisht artn.llur“ fire was encountsred, be:.ng fired from the direction of

* COLILR (V-~?15h1<>) While the Third Bat‘t.allon secured the tomm for tho might, .
our Tirst: Ea*utal:.on was relicved by Sccaond. nattal:_on, 1_11 RCT and upan ﬂs re- o
":llei‘ ass"mbled 3,.1'1 .an.arca vwc:Ln"t‘r of V—oleo._ G . .

: Th;. cncmy df fendcd th:Ls &,cm.raT sm.a .:;.th z,lemcnts of many um.ts. PI‘ILS- o
_'oncrs vere baken from 13th and 16th Rc;;lncezmnt Pattalions, Second and Third
_-Companies, 785th Infantry, lL't.n Covrgamy, 223rd Infant y, and second Company,

Thc ThlI‘d Battala.nn, :Ln d;.,fn."zd:.ng RI]L’LUVILIE dm:.ng the n:;.gat A ‘was con-

E :': s’sgﬂtly cngaged with small groups of Germans. Company: I, captired an officer,

-~ -capturcd an cenemy motorcycle and its rider. - About 0610, .Company T roceived an

two enlisted prisoncrs, and sevoral *n.ha.cles. ‘ne road block Was attacked three
times and several of our men wounded by German bazooka fire,  Another road block; .

-_cst.:.matod thrlty i‘o ty rounds o art:.ller;l,r i‘:u.‘o frcm thc d:.rx.ct:.on of COL.AR. ;

Thn Regun.ntal Connnanda..r It c.mm_ous to secure the h:v..gh grmmd ovurlooklng
GQLMAR, ordered the First Battalion to nove “from its assenbly arca dm::ng the
nmerning, pass through elements. of ‘the. Third Battal;on, and a+ta.cl’ to sccun. _

o '_.'“:_HUI\HTLLTJIE (V-6853) and . 'bh\.. hlg,h r'round ‘to ‘t.m. south. g

SRR By 'FSDD Company G had re.ached th:Ls tmn mcct:.ng la.t't.le res:.stanca whlle IR
Company A OCE.‘.Uplc.d Hill 930 (v-6355L5) af'tnr drlm,, off ane tlmb-tﬂd fqrty Gare L
ma.ns, lc:.ll:mg, one and capturlna one, 8 Lol e o =

Com'nany L, durlng the day, ac'blvf.,ly encragnd ‘bhe enemy at the I‘a:r.lroad ﬁas‘t ;

o ":-'of RIBE.AUVI_,L_., ‘and. ona pl.tocn from this company, togethcr with Common Company

mounts ‘and scve ral attncht.d tanks in suppor'b, entered EIRGEEIM. (v—?256) after
}illing & number of Germans and: capburing sixty-three.prisoners, —Artillery, - . -
©"bank, and-Cannon Company fire was delivered with excellent effect during the day. -0 .
o gn Germans. flaelng BERGHEIM :.nd 011 nczmy ’srai‘f:.c frzov:mg i‘z om OSTIL..JII (V-729512) SR

-Gmudmy G ccnt.lnuu,d “bo push on tcwards RIQUE'TH{R (v—6?52) wh:n.le Gompany B
-_-‘took up’ pos:.tions at V-676531 to block all roads and tra::.ls to their i‘ront and s




to outpost HUNAYIHR, Our Regimental Command Post moved to the wost cnd of
RTBEAUVILIE at 1L0O and the men of the Regiment, as the day closad, could look
with satisfaction to th- rosults vhich indicated an estimated sixty cnemy kil
ed, forby wounded, and seventy-£five priscners captured, ey
Our tired men had a quict night, and on the morning of 6 pecomber 19Ll, - 7
they resuméd their forward movement with the Third Battalion receiving orders
to attack and seize GUEMAR (V-7L5L) and oSTHRETN and thg First Batialion being
ordered to move on BEBIENHEIL (V-G951).

This day was devoted to extrenely heavy fighting as the enemy resisted inm-
& very stubborn fashion, tonsciously holding the towns of GUEMAR, CSTHEIM, and -
BEBIEMIETE against our most determined attacks. The fanabic resistance of the A
Gérmans reached a new peak when at GUEIAR the enemy were reported to have fived™;
on their own men trying to surrender. ’

. By 1B0O, Company ¢ had reached the ridge overlooking BREBIENHETH (v-693518)
and was engaged in a fire fight; Company B had patrols south of RIQUEVIHR, while
Company B and one platoon of Company C entcred BEBIENHETH, Company A remained
protecting the right flank and rear of the Battalion and had contact with 141

BCT further to tho wost,

Company 1, just as darlmess came o, succeeded in gaining a firm hold on o
GUEIAR, although the remainder of the Third Battalion wes not successful in @
forcing the enemy from OSTHETH, Considerable enemy vehicle movoments towards
COLIAR could be heard at this time and efforts wers made to interdict the roads
with artillery firoe to break up’ these convoys. ’

Prisoners capturcd during the day stated that thoy had been expecting rein-
forcemonts from across the RHINE as they had been told this bridgehead must be -
held at all costs, Some of these prisoncrs further indicated that their Divi~"

Sion Command Post was in EAYSERSHEENG,

GUEMAR had been demolished by heavy explosions just bofors they reached the " i

‘area.  As dawm appearced, cnemy artillery and mortar fire increased over the ¥

entire sector and the germans mada a small scale attack fram LITTSOTTHR (v—69§j},
. g ,‘:\':‘*

. o Campany C positions, but wore ropulsed, 2

., JAth the caming of daylight, the whole ares was active. in small acals Pixe3
fights and it was found that approximataly sixty germans had infiltratad an they
Tight flank during the night with bazockas and antitank woaponsa ﬁnﬂﬁém}?‘
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A

fattalion Was alerted and assigned the mission to secure the RIQUIHR - 7ZRLIEN"
TERG Tidge. AL 0900, the lzading company, gompany Es reached ZELIENBLEG.

To assist Company K, which was meebing considarable registance in the vie-
inity of OSTHEIM, two banks with uen frop Company I, at, 0915 moved to this area.
peanwhilo, +he Cannon GomplIy capturcd twonty-Tive prisonars near the railroad
nt V-716512 who werc idenbificd s from the S¢n Gompany, 223rd RO giment. These
mon Eave overy jndication of possessing groat” fuar of our tanks and seli-pro-
pelled guns. ’

pitter fighting took placo throughout the day in many different places for

the encmy showed 2 tenacious and unyielding spirit. HOWSVCL, by the close of

- the day, QURMAR Was cleared and twelve prisoners taken. The First pattalion
continucd to fight hard in their cffort to gvercom: SLTong infantry rogistance
backed up by tanks and artillory. Compary F had cncountered enciy at y-67Lh9T
and Company G was also fighting in the vicinity of y-6B82503. EEBICNHEIM Was
sonsidered clear of germans by 1900, although constant atbempts Wars made to
4nfilbrate back into the toim. : :

Heavy and frequent patrol activity was gchodulad for the night to off-set
enemy infiltration tacties. Also plamned for the night was tho rolief of 1l
RCT, ot our right, by Frenchh Lroops.

the hard fighting of tho day gave inereasing cvidence of the botter quality
troops our MR were facing. IEOY prisoners capturcd during this inbtorval were
from 88 units just moved into thc COLMAR ared from GERMANY.

the night passcd uneventfully although both the pirst and 3¢ cond pattalions
ware alertcd Lo expoct a counteratback. Bnemy artillery and mortars harassed
our positions all during tha night causing Same casualties.

10 the morning, daspite our vigilance, SOmS germans ware found to have in-

' fil‘_l‘am‘_l'_.ad‘ our positions and Company I, was sonb to drive them off from the vie-
-+ {ndty.of GUEMAR.

anamy took our positions o gill 393 (v-67k9) wder artillery and mor=
g dp s “and their machine guns and antitank weapons, firing from MITTEDTIHRs
LAunsNed, men on Hill 251 (v-6950). A prismer captured during the oarly

‘-I’lncmﬂng ‘said that about onc hundred and twenty men Wery o attack thess two
ihills during the day.

. gompany F, in the vicinity of V-665498, recoived an cnemy attack, oub Con-
" panios B and @ moved to aid in retaining it. Meamnhile, the Second pattalicn
“mawed o RIQUEVIHR- e
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The Third Battalion, during the afternson, was relicved in the 1ipa by
other clomoints of the Division and, by 1915, haq closed in BIEo (LI,

e ¥ LE

IA goneral attack was planncd to move of £ at 0800 en the morning of @ o
ember with cvery offort to be made to dislodge the Gormans from the positions
of advantage they had secured during the past soveral days,

- Qurmen were beginning to shay signs of battlc f£a tigue, which,
corrected by rost » Would sericusly Lapair thoip Tighting abilitics,
particularly trus in view of the numbers of fresh cremy troops hoins o
our sector and also beeanse of the hirh quality of the cremy and thody
stent offorts to forco us frop the dominant torrain,

=

very little noteworthy activity on the part of either Torces ol
on tho:night of 8-9 December. All of our fen were alerted and yoas

situation prior to 0500, At 08l s Company m, 141 RCT, to the richt o7
Sccond Battalion, was reported counterattacicd after a sreparation o7
and mortar fire, This attack shifted to Companics & and F of ~up Sao
ion atl'_approximatcly 0730 and appeared to cors from the dircetion o £
Acting wpon this belief, artillery firs of sems intensity wos placed on myg-
HIHR (V=05L9). By late evoning, activity hag almost conplotely subeided in
this arca, - _ ' _ o _ o .

- Shortly after 0800, the First Pattalion again attacled yTrTRLTTIR (V69503 -
Company.- 4" attacling from the west, Company ¢ from tha east, and Carpany g LS o
porting by fire from positions en Hill 257, BY noon, onr troops, sup; 4
armor, vere in the town working to clear out buildings where Cermang e
cated, sniping and firing machine gUn&. Concentrations of artilicry and
fire vere placed on our troops by the Germans who were determined nob te loss
this valuable town. ' :

" Elements of two batbalions of Uil ROT alse atbacked at thic tine e
Hill 393 and Hill 351, . 0ur Second Battalion was relisved by other ¢lamerd
the Division ang by midnight hag asczembled in RIBEATVILIR,

- Having cleared HITITEU-’IJ}IIR of 21l enemy by nn;dai‘tarnoon, Company £

ported by Canmnon Company mounts » Cuntinued 4o attacl towards BEHMTTHR
with Company C, lsss one platoon, on its laft. progress Was very slow,
in the face of intense enemy firc of 2ll types. prisepers of war capt
HITTILIIHR Teported that BENNTIHR had been heavily reinforecd Y AP
armer. AS darkness fell, the embatiled First Battalijon could sindg i
day!s operations nineteen cnemy killed, six wounded, and Forty~five ori; EFtARAE
taken, 1ts own tasualties vere heavy, Principally from arviliery cnd mertar
fire, S
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In view of the coming of night and the dif ficulty of control in village
Tighting at night, the First Battalion dug in on the outskirts of IITTEDTIHR
and called for hesavy harassing artiliscry fires to be loid on TELTTIHR during
the hours of darkness, This firve did not commence, however, uatil OlDO of
the tenth because there was some belief that a few of our men viere still in

BEMITTIIM until that hour.

- Retaliating for our fire on FENILTIAR, the germans shelled ZALIEVEERG,
MITTELIINR, and OSTHEINL, and at 0730 comnenced firing a rocket gun in vicinity
of LITTLLIIHL at the rate of one round per throc minutes, Counter-battery
fire was directed at the reported position of this gun.

Little of consequence occurred in our sechor during most of the day. Some
heavy artillery concentrations were directed by our observers at a bridge at
V~717483 and several hits wers claimad., An =7 self-propelled gun of the Can-
non Company was reported %o have ropistered two direet hits on an. enemy jlark
VI tanl at V-709L85, Around 1520, when ve attempted to move tanks in the vic-
inity of {ITTILTIHR, the cnemy thicw such heavy artillery fire on them that -
they were forced to withdraw.

‘ In accordance with (poraticns Tnstructicns issued by the Division, at
1825, Cdmpany P relieved clements of Third Battalion, 1Ll ROT at oSTEETM and
the Third Battalion was marching to rolieve the First pattalion. my 2025,
Compeny K had relieved COmpany A, toking positions at approximately V-686502
to V-692501, Company L relieved Companies B and C positions and the First
Batbtalion went into 2 reserve position at ZELIENERRG.

The clsventh of December wos o relativoly clear day for this time of year
in the BHINE VALIEY where most days were generally hazy from fog and mist rise
ing off the water, The Third pattalicn spent the early part of the morning
proparing to attack BENNIIHR and, at 1015 » Company K moved cut to the west edge
of BENNIHR, receiving no small arms fire » but some direct tank fire. Within
one half an hour, they were reported to be occupying the first five houses in
the tovm, Company 1, meanwhile, had moved to the vicinity of V-693501.

- our cfforts to support the Third Battalion attack with armor were not im=
mediately successful as the encny had a tank in BEMN'TIHR commanding the main
strect and its direct, obscrved fire prevented entrance of our tanks and tahk
dostroyers into the town. Arrangcionts were then made to place artillery fire
on this arca to drive the Germsn tonk off,

ieamihile, infantry fighting had increased in the town and our men slowly
advanced, building by building, until they had worked to a stroet intersection
in the north part of the town where they occupied a large building at the cor-
ner,. A Campany I pabrol was sont out to lcok for tanks on the side streets,



@i osmall uait commanders, it 2ppeared that by
& to the southern port of the toun,

From the inforastion recaived, o
nightlall the cnuny had pulled boe
our Nbscivation posis repertod hoave veniele tealfic in and out of COLIAR
Guring the night, 7phe shewy convinued his harassing fire on our nositions all
through the night. n the po 5y it wis found that ths germons hod infil-
trated into PEBIEIETY having rently come up the ASTIZTI - BEBLZMHEIL high~
vay. Company T Wilh ftwo taiks was sont out 4o clenr up this situntien. ore
infiltration was discovered whon the Cirmans fired on our troops irom the ridge
between IEBLENHETH nd HITTELT IR, ' :

In addition to thoso probions, vord was received from Company X that they
vere being attacked and fire was laid con the southern end of BiNMTIHR, Soon,
havover, the sector quicted dom and everything seumad to be wnder control.

A short timc Inter, approvimately tairty Gormans were scen in the open
ground between QSTHED! 2nd Zallol'DnG &nd dispersed tawards tha cost by tank
fire., Germans Surther i.9iltrat. @i the vest and began shooting into the
town of RIOUETTHR 2nd at - itien to the north of this village. These
Lnesy troops drove cur Teconniis et clomente from pill 672 (V—6551). Tranmodi-
ately the Sceend Bottalion wes - rted to move against infiltrating cnomy head-
ed for the high ground cverlocling DIBSAUVILIE,

: m the toun af BANIETHE, Coopony K vas heavily engazed with the cneny  and
Componies T and L were abttacie S wneny on the hill between ERRLEMHET and
FITTRE THR, The Sccond pattad by 1200, vms ready for attack arcund RIQUE-
VIHR. By 13L5, thyy roportos CUUTAR eloar, also the road to HUMATIHR, and
cdge of woods nortiuast of TGRS TR, '

Thile 21l of these op SLUMTANE WUre progrossing, other cloments of the
First and Scecnd Battalions ver: actively fighting off attacks in theoir sactors, -

Comany K continuzd to hold the fermns in GINTIHR, but Company I on its
left was having somc difficulby vrith the cnony snd meoting stiff resistance,
Fighting continuod in this scetawe =11 afternoon. :

Just after darknues foll, iho Qewnans tried a daring maneuver to doestroy
somo of our artilliry piceos ond ta cut the mzin supply road for our forces from
PIEZAUVILIS to STE JARIE aux HI5, Selected pérsonncl, numbering not more than
Tilty wen, noved nerth threwsh the woods Tren KAYSERSBEIG, attacking our support-
ing artillery, the 1334 Field ;réillery Bittalion, at about 1825 near a sabmill
at v-652559, They were oreod with nzchine guns,  nines, TNT charges, and riflos. .
The artillerynon Tought them ofF aud dispersed the entirc group with little cas-
uzltics to thomsclves, » prisovor Liter ciptured statod that the mission of




these men was to destroy our gungs ALl pub in a road bleck at V-668559.  They
“ere to be joined later by two hndre:d infantrymen who viere to protect the road
block, '

AL 1900, a demoiiticon wag .0 ool in the 133rd wpiciy Artillery Battalion
area and two companies of the First pabtalion VEIe ordered to wove to thig vic-
inity imediately and taje up pogiticns £ifigen bundred yards in the Woods south
of V-65756l to await any possible move of fupthsr German troups into the area
of this important road, Quiet sopn réturned, however, to thig secction of the
road, bubt everyene was ept ready bo move to any other rart of this vital road
to drive ofr raiding pactics, AE furiher security, two armered cars from the
36th Reconnaissance Compary patrelled the road througheut the iight and the
Division Engincers Verd orgunized as g Division Feserve,

The nizht of 12-13 peesnber W45 an uneasy cne Jorp our troops in view of
their tired, worn out condition cnd the DAy threats that existed on our front,
flanks, and aven possiblo Infildratiocs to P rear.  The toum of RIFEAUVTIIR
Was subjocted to constant, ha-qs Bnoldrz by g long valge gun of wory large
calibre, which fired seversy TOwkiG into houses near th Beglmental ¢ommand
Post. one of these rounds hit the Gzonog Gompany dusp Jistroying Four Jeeps
and trailers, the kitchen, and g BEERE

1 two znd ans-halil ton amrmunition truck,

At 0255, Company 1, reportes o Triving o ostrong comtorattack and called
Tor defensive artillery fiyus, A1l +wing the aarl s morning, Companies I and
I, vrara heavily tugzged and by GULS 1, huny attaclk gag Plasbrated the Company
L positions at iy approrimate vieirite op V+59850L,  Germans were furtherp
found to have infiltrateqg betiind v = SOMDANY . Tanks and an infantry platooen
Were sent from ITTTELVTHR to work Seross Hi11 251 and down bzhind Company 1.

Bawitile, OBTHEIL Wias atbacind o tro zides, but the situation was re-
ported ng secure, and by Q8L e atis ok o GCompany T had bean Tepulsed, 4
fow minutes latop enomy movemint yos feportad Lotweon Sueond Battalion, 141
RCT and our Secong Battalion,

At 11)o » alter a heavy mortar gm0 artilicry pruparation, Cousmpany ¥ was
again attacked by tie Gernnns ub BIMITIHR, but the g4t uhiion was held undor
control and sixteup Erisoncrs oo balen,  Thase Fritonors, and obhors captured
during the morning, confired the. cltimpt of “ngineers to atback our artillery
positions and establish a roag blocie wn the grz IARTE awx yTiRg - RIGAUVILIE
road, Mmforiation wag alse recoivad fram them that Wo tu threo hundred ger~
HANS ere moving frem the vicinity of V-650523, wase along trail frog KAYSERS ~
BIRG. Also, thess prisoncrs admitt. o thas some 2lemonts had been given the
Wission to infiltrate andg attack Hill 251,
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breakthrough by this armor apg the air ohesvvation Planes were ordered +o ko
close watch on this tank formation, :

Host of the enemy had hesp claared from behing Company A by 15hs, my’ it
during the afternoon fighting continued in the entire sesctor with the atbac.;
Principally directed at HITTELVIHR,  {n the late afternoon, our tanka ware boeov.
11y engaged and, at 1835, three of them were reported to have bean destrgpd b
the enemy. At this tipe s

) 4 forward command post was establishog By the Regim:af,
H _at V-_6195'22.

4% 2915, tha ge

Thans woere mported moving up the road from BENMVIHR an?
. Companics K and L were alertad, Company 1, remained ready in ZELIENELRI whilo
i Company f cutposted tho town with i o

i Ab 2200, Company L, 142 RCT was astrido the roads of Hill 251 with rpac

-~ Bloaks set up, a platoon .of Compatiy K, 142 RCT was o 1%8 right, Company ¢ of

+ I RO hold the center, and a platoon of Company A of thig Regimert was on 4he

i ¥elth. tank suppart, This forse proceeded tomards MITTEDITIHR to engage tha .
& onemy. By, 2325, they were on the edgs of MITTEIVIHR and had not, masln
1 the. Gerpans, ' ' ' N

&un and maching piatel fivg was reportad from the di’rectig:n':‘, ci"%

v WIHR at and an engmy tank was heard in the fown, a4 0700, Company g S
ig-1n dbiout twenty-rive yerds from the Piret houge 4n MITTEDTOR and a‘plapy )

el 'bi:t__t.b..éncir'cle the torm as a prench Division attacked on the rigt 17

At Infantry sttacked towards XATSERSEERG, | |

$he morning, the Regimental ssctap remainad gensrally guies excent

ont small armg firs in MITTEIFTHR,  Our mediwn artillaory Tired on
1) 351 to attempt to dany the enemy continuance of supplics and
gt this wital channel. : '

: of Antitanl Comarry at V-687L98, aad .
; QtLr_.Sjecond Btalion, _giti}_l_ ahtachad o

rosletance in ite ehor,

FORM G.28 .



L With the coming of darkness s the enemy ceasad his infantry offorts ang
throuzhout the night harasscd gur “nbire Trout with wtiliery fire, gmall arms
fire continwd to £all on Hill 257, : o

AV 180500 Decomber, ayr VRATY Troops woro ~larted, but no CNCIy demonstra-
tion was roceived, The Scecond Batbolion wag relieved by 0855, whs norning
prasscd quictly and the anemy artillcry activity was considiralhlw dindnished, -
for the day was cliqr and allored our airplanss to straf: and bomb at Will,
--One bombing mission 2ach was rlem on BEENATHR and SIGOLSHETH, Adr ohserva-
tion picled up traffic movemmts on the AIERSCHYTHR -~ ETENTZHST; road and, at
1113, artillery firc from (U sUnS disiroyed thysa Snemy “ehieles and blocked
the road., Aip missions wore flowp dgainst a chatoay a% V-721U8Y reported  tg-
housa a large .comnand installation, Tt was Grice hit by our medium beombers, -

- An retaliation for this action, during midaftornoon when our planes ware
terpararily out of the area, the cnemy shelleq ZEI{IEIIBEE?G, OSTHEIHM, and RIBEAU-
- VILIE with but monager rosults, S o ' o S
. To invastignte: activitics in HITTEDTIHR, a four man patrol from Company c
o worked into the first houses in the town, killedons Gorman and captured twg
others, The chureh steeple in uITTELYIHR was censidared to housc an enemy o
- Obgorvation post; accordingly, tanl: and artillery fire scored ninc direet hits
on it .and efi‘ectiv«aly'_do_'s_t.royad its usefulness, = - . D

. Furthez"._.bc}mbing attacks {1__.'1,1__ the afternoon werc dirceted by our planes
on MITTAN7THR and BENNIIHR, o I

.. Night brought temporary quisy to tne scctor. At 2100, the Socong Battalion -
relioved the Third Battalion of 1.2 RCT, which bocams a reserve in RIFEAUVILIE. -
Considerabla hoavy artillery foll Larcuzhout the args and combab patrols drew @
fire wharover they went,  at 2125, our chiomical mortars, firin, Lhosphorug _—
sholls, .set two houses on fire in (ITTEUIIHR and o Comp:ny € patrol probing
HITTELTIHR killed two gRards in tho fipst house in the town and drew hoavy ro-
burn fire, patrols frog other cozpanies “neountered dug in Germans at V-680L95
and V-694L97, R I - B et

The soventeenth of December ias a quict but unency day marlad by patrol
activity on our Part and somo harassing arvillery firg from the Germans, - L
In the afternoon at ‘ih30, Companies K ang 1, movad to RIQUETTHR prepared to
tako OVer positions vacateq by 1L1 ROT as they moved o <mants inte KIENTZHE M,
Tho Third Battalion, 142 RoT 130 moved to ZELIENHEKD and becamy Ropimental ra-
serve for 143 pop, - Pt
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Prismnors of war talen frem Hill 251 said that they wore part of a force of
one¢ hundred mon who had the mission of taking the high ground lnown as Hill 351; -
en captured on Hill 351 veported that there wero fifty men in the group respon~
sible for holding the hill maoa. (ther prisoners informzd our Interrogator,
First Lieutenant GEORGE (NMI) WSINSCHEL, 0-155723k, of Corsicana, Texas, that
there were two companics averaging thirty-five to forty mon on the reverse slope
s .
Qur forward companies reported that at 1920 it appearcd that the Germans
had withdravn from MITTELTIHR to tho vineyards east and west of the town. This
change in cnemy dispositions was undoubtedly due to intense artillery and mortar
fire we were constantly placing on the battered town.

ACtivity by both friendly and snemy troops was practically non-cxistent
during the night, although one encmy patrol which appreachod Cempany F was drivon
of f by sub-machina gun firc. Scme intormittoent cremy artillery fire was received
on our positions during the night » bub otherwise it was an wneventful period,

S MITTAINTHR, being a constant threat to our positions, was attacked at 1000
by tha Second Battalion with Company I attached. If this attack wore successful,
- our men wers to move on and cloar oub BENMVIHR, keeping contact with the First
Battalion all of the time. At 1035, Company I ran into two enemy machinz gums at
V4699502, Company & had advanced two hundred yards, and ene platoon of Company g
was at V-09250L on the cutskirts of MITTEL"IHR, Progress contirued good and by
~ noon Company & had entercd the town with tanks. but Company G was receiving op-
- position from encmy machine guns in the vicinity of V-686503. The attaclding
units werc in close contact with Company C. ATrtillery fire was placed on an
enemy tank firing on our troops from tho road junction just south of HEMNWIHR.

A prisoner taken by the Sccond Battalion roeported that two hundred and fif-
ty frosh trocps had come from COLMAR during the night and wore bivounaced behind
Hills 351 ond 218 preparing to atback through MITTELVIKR and BENMYTHR on the
eightoonth. This was not favorable news, if true, but it did not deter our men,
Who, by 1700, had t-ken twenty prisoners and moved down through the town to the
1ast houss in MITTEIWTHR., Hill 251 had also beon practically clearcd of Germans.

Aftor darkness came, the Sccond Battalion was relicved, bubt this relief was
not comploted until the next day as only small groups could be changed at a time
and anemy harassing fire on (ITTETHIHR and Hill 251 caused furthor daelays,

Nothing of consequencs took placa on the morning of 19 Daecumber, but at
1100, an attack by our First and Third Battalions was begun with supporting
French arnor, with mission to move from KIENTZHETM to take SIGOISHEIM while the
15th Infambry of the Third Dlvision cleared Hill 351 of enomy and cut the main
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B0 ; 1... ENI&!WIHR road. At 1750, Cangéﬁy K, with French armor in‘_sﬁpport, (
I 'was‘raported: in SIGOISHEDM recciving small amié ‘and mortar fire, At 1915, the
. -Mhird Pattalion was- fighting in the northwest pgrt of the town with Company K

»4h tho western part and Company I on the southam cdge of town, Occupation of

SIGOLSHETH could not be completed now that darkness had come » 50 our troops were
Withdrayn. for the night, Several French tanks were -destroyed in the fighting

and our casualtios wore moderate, While this action was going on, Hills 251 and-
$3 had boon eompletely dlearod of ‘German troops. i '

7 The Third Battalion during the night was withdrawn to KIENTZHEIY in pree
paration for its relief the noxt day, - At this time » it was reportod that First
fdoutonont pomALD i, BLAGRAVE, 0-L75272, of Aurora, Illinois, commanding a

Dlatoon of Company I had been cut off in the western part of SIGCISHEIM with
84xtoen men by Germans who had forcod their way to thoir rear as the tanks were

 withdrawn. Ae nothing more of theso men was over seen, it wag believod that

r- %Moy had boor either killed op captured, '

‘. Tnasmach a8 our troops were weary and battlo-worn and had »ecaived heavy
‘easualties in the bittor fighting that had continuously taken pioce sinse tha

. dobouchoment from the VoSQES HOUNTAINS at RIEEAUVILIE, tho Division Cowmandor,
“Major Genoral JOHN E. DAHIQUIST, 0~7120, of st. Paul, Mimmesota, sccurad author
ity to take over the relatively quiet scctor on the western bank of the RHINE
. Rivor at STRASBOURG in order to rest and reorganize our deploted units.

(& Accordingly, the twontiath of December was largely taken up with realign- -
-ing tho troops in this sector so that 143 RCT could be relieved on tho night of
20e2} December, Patrols werc sent to attompt to contact any Amcricans left in
-SIOOLSHEIM, but eremy firo kept them from the town and it was found that the
-Germans had re-entered the town in strong force © ' '

{3580 Infantry Rogiment, and the Third Battaliom was planning to move to KIENTZ-
- BRDf at midnight. Qur Second Battalion closed into HUNAWIHR at 1115,

v Tho twenty-first of December was spent moving to STRASBOURG and relioving

~tha 7th Infantry in their d:fensive positions alang the RHINE Rivor. Relicf of
‘Z@ih_Regima_nt_ was completed by 1300 and our Regimantal dispositions extended
‘3long $ho RHDIE from tho city of STRASROUM: b KILSTETT (R-090785), Company I
¥a§ in tho vicimity of W-037975; Company K at W-OL295) 3 Company L oceupying the

. -area near T-0LO9TL ; and Company M at W-039973. The Second Battalion had its '
Command Post at IA WANTZENAT (R-066066) with Company E near R-063663 ; Company G
JAn the vicinity of R-0L7009, and Company F in the general area around KIISTETT.
vThe Pirst Battalion and the Regimental Comndnd posts wero in tho city of STRAS-




The Rogimont Spent the romaindsr of the day in organizing its positions
2s tha sochap remained guiot,

Qo1 the tw¢ﬁtymsuaoﬂd3 active patrolling was continued on g day and night
basis botween our uniss. FpI Feports vicre rocuiveq that small german patrols
had erossed 44, river, but thig information yas chackad and no Gerians wore
found,

ntormitbontly onp en firad with varieus wedpons at the cnemy who were
in pill bowss en the obther side of the river apd the fire wag roturncd but ne

Casualtics wor

T orecrivad,

The 36th Bzconraissanc, Trocp, which vtCupicd positions on our left flank
ond was undsr bhe control of the Rogimyntal Commander, in patrolling near
R~131103 hoarg voices of abeut ten Gormans and tyg notor beats carly in the
noming of the tienty-third noar tha river; later, they heard friendly and
CTCRY swnll arms fips, ’

An emony agont was belicved to have tapped one of oup lines and when he
Was discovered all units vore notiried o by on the alert when using the tele-
rhone,

o AL 1028, 4 Second fattalion patrel that had moved northvard reported seew
ing aboys Wenty Germang in foe voods dn the Vicinity of R-126008, Company ¢
W35 alortud in cnse anbive UrsE wers BEcissary. After on artillery con-
ccnbration, a Soapany I’ potral ent to this Position but foung nothing, Hog-
SV, the patrel went to the river and Tound an enémy mortar position at
R-13251020 with enemy digping in. Ag the patrol was of small size, they had
_an artillory Priparation plac.d on the enemy,

Active patrel L2asures wepr, arrangsd after this With all units in the
Division aroa. 7the FEL took six prisecners at GAMBSHE T (R~1010) and these
Prisonors statog that a two SUNPALY Cnumy attack Was sciedulad to take place
the noxt uorning. Acccriimgly; it was considored advisabic to alert the
Flrst Battalion, luss Company 4, at 2100 to move on order to this arca,

A brideshesad vias Teporied noar the read Junction at E~132101 and the
First mattalion a5 ordured to abtack and clear thig position, During the
Night, the pirss Eattalion moved by motor to GALBSHETY and deployed to clear
out the German packoh. A battalion frop the 1L2ng Infantry Rogimont was
ordered up to assist in rapidly reducing this throat, The area boing a re-
stricted om ang the throat iogs than was cxpected, this Battalion from the
1b2ng Infantry Reginint was releasud 2t 1800 on tha wenty-fourth of December,
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Shortly after nightfall, sevcrél men viere shob at by snipers and all troops
were alerted. Inbermittont friendly and enemy small arms fire continued through-
out the night whils our patrols rowained active, : :

A1l was quiet in the carly morning hours of Christmas, but our patrols fired
at scveral Germans sccn in the sactor. AL 0235, the First Battalion was relicved
by elerments of the 232nd Infantry Regimont and our Battalion closed into STRAS~
BOUTIG 2t 0030. Plans werc mads For the Regiment to move %o the vicinity of CIREY
and VAL T CHATILLON (V-b20960) for 2 much nesded pericd of rest, reorganization,
and training. As of 1330, all battalions had been relicved and moved on 26

Docember o the new area,

The remainder of the month was devobed to attending to +the many details of
& unmlt that had been in active combat since 16 Avgust 19Lh. The spirits of our
men besan to recover rapidly now that the nervous strain of cowbat was over for
a vhile, All of the officers and men hoved the marks of battle Tatigue and

. @
. b
well warraited this relief frem the Vigers of active service, '

On' 23 Ducember, ocur Regimental Commaider, Colonel PAUL D. ADAHS, 0-17306, of .
Colupbia, South Carolina, was tronsiorred to the position of fssistant Division
Comacnder of the LSth Infantry Division, a move which inercascd his responsibil~
itice cnormously bub was a woll récognized promotion for a leader who had achieved
muciie The Regiment sorrovfully saw hin leava. They were, however, pleased to
woleore his successor in cémm&nd, Ticubenant Colonai CHARIES 4. DINHOLIL,, 0-21293,
of Poughlcopsie, Now Yorl, an oflicer well kaown and respected by the mombers of
the Regimant. o Ll '

1A

i ¥ fozzo

"%mm L. OGEHTH S fRees
Major, 1h3rd Infantry

Adjutant
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BATTALION cmmns 1 to 31 mn lshh

FIRST mtmm
It Gol 0-222230

It Col  0-19983.

SECOND PATTALION °
IBjor 0-L07022. -

THIRD BATTALION
It Col  0-365318

 CO'PANY COMMANDERS, 1 to 31 Dﬂcmn 19hh

Galdmll, Texas _

B!n'raga, 11:I.c:hard M.

HEADQUARTERS COHPANY
Captain ) O-—hlléf?'f

SERVICE COMPANY
. Captain  0-L06965

ANPTTANK COMPANY
st 16 0-1312436
CANNON COMPANY
Captain 0-&06991

MEDICAL DBTACI'EETH' :

¥ajor 0-3L513h |
- HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 15T BATTILLION
Captain  0-ho7025

~ “Tlaca, Texas

HMintsville, Texas -
El Cerrito, galifornia

Waco, Texas

© Camdon, Newr Jersay

Ylaco, Texas .



Dashner, Richard v,
Deccuber 1 to §
Feilly, Clzient g,
Decomber 9 -
Roche, Thomas g.
December 10 to 11
December 15 to 28
Frost, flbert g,
Deeeuber 12 to 14
Dirichead, Tom P,
Decomber 29 to 31

IArson, peter MmT
December 1 to 27

Chambers, George 3.
December 28 to 31

Simmons, Allen T,
Deccmber 1
Costilla, rred NIiT
- Docember 2 to 11
Cox, OtDean T,
' Deecembor 12 4o 31

(}oad,_ Loy D,
Mi“_bcholl, Cecil 1,

:Sullivan, Howard g,
_:';_;_v-.,Dagemb:gr_l to 2
Y Pecombar § to 28
-Jolihabon,: John R,
-~ Decombor 3 to 7
. ~Dicombor 29 t¢ 31

HEADAUARTERS COEPANY 2ND BATTALION. -

COMPANY 4
Captain  0-li22625 Waco, Texas
Ist It 0-Lhk932 Bronx, New York

Ist T&  0-1310763 orideeport, Comnecticut:

ist 1t 0-1307533 “Toodbury, Mew Jarsey

Captain  0-h07625 Waca, Texas

COMPANY B

1st 1t 0-384739 Omahe, Iebraska

Captain  0-373577 - Midmaukee, Tiscansin
COMPANY C
Captain  0-129366) Belfast, lpine

2nd Tt 0-1998721 . DPaumont, Taxas

Ist 1t 0-2055220 Waco, Texas
i
5
CoMpavy p -

Captain  0-L07196 Templs ,': TRxas

b1t o-unsies

lst 1t 0-1306712
COMPANY E
let 1t 0-1303l10 o

Ist It Om3BL7I

ket e A ’ﬁhr: L
. AR 1 = Lt & oo
. B %) R s e T
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King, Hiram I,
December 1 to 18

Hughes, pathan 4,
Decouber 19 to 29

lerigold, I'rank A
deeaiiier 30 to 31

Anderson, “ric (.
December 1 to 8
Decerber 11 to 14

Grousset, Richard .,
Becember 9 to 10

2ink, Edvard c,

" Decembér 15 to 31

Hanraha.n, David J,
- Decezmbeor 1 to 10
- Spencer, Robart T,
‘December 11 to 31

. HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 3RD.BATTALTON

COMPANY F
lst 1t 0-1285603
Ist It 0-1316671
Captain  0-31134%

COMPANY G
Captain  0~391181

lst It 0-~130L203
1st 1% 0-129L58},

COPAIY H
Captain  0-1239077
1st 1t 0-12581L8

© Dall, 1mrtin 1. Jgr.

Iewitz, Edward R,
’ ‘Dac'amber 1lto2
_Decerber 30 to 31
- Lnancpc.c, Harold R,

' *—Bacdmbar 3 to 29

3 Bg Ti’illi&m F. Jr,
' Jg&c..mbcr 51,70;;31 '

Captain  0-1289026
COMPANY T
Captain  0-1306843

1st 1k 0-129bh7o ~

COLPANY X
lst It 0~129697h

Gaptain  0-365619 -

g

Aberdeen, South Dakota
Jrooksville, Kentucky

Chicago, Illinois

Bozeman, ilontana

New York, New York

Dotroit, itichijan

Brome, New York

Charlestowmn, Indiana

Fort Myer, Virginia -

St. Louis, rissouri

- Dallas, Texas

Dattle Crocl, Michigan

mtawton, Georg:ua

g.‘k'i"‘hw



Reuland, Richard M,
December 1 to 6
Mesner, Feter i
Decewmber 7 4nd 15
Rand, Henry D, Jr.
nocomber O to 14
Robertson, Zerk 0.
Decompher 16 te 18
Dlack, William 3.
Tecember 19 to 31

Hand, Robert T

COMPLIY L

ish It 0~LE0un6
et Lt 0-1313L33
lst Ib 0-1315087
daptain  0-2055839

Captain  0-327hhb

COLELIY I

Captain  0-1289075

Aurora, Tllinois
Claveland Heights, chio
Painesvillic, ghio
ieskel, Toxas

Hot Springs, v lExico

Seattle, Washington




HE:DQUARTPRS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APD 36, U, S. army

OFER<TIONS IN FR.NCE

JaNULRY 1945




CONCLUSIONS OF REGTMENTAL COMMANTER

Horal spirit, physical well being and fighting =cape.'bj.l:i:l;:)r of a regiment

depend greatly on Proper rest away from an active fighting front. A rested

regivent has two or three tires the fighting capability of a tired one,

CHARLES J. QPNHOILIf

Lt Col, 1h3rd Infantry
Commanding



FOHITTORD

Some officers and men in various echelons of Command in coembat wil]l say
that actvally the real story of operations will never be told, or that the

o do know that the nearcst ome gets to realizing and knowing the story,
is from rcading the ynit Journal, The Unit Journal comes c¢losest in Showing
throngh operations orders, instructions and memoranda, operation phone calls
botween Cormand Posts, rmpssages sent and received, conversations between staff
and command offieccrs, the truz ®picture® of what go25 on during an operation.
It shows the beginning, the action, the various phases, the finish and the re-
sults of the cperation. ' " _ _ . :

The story the ynit Journal tclls is not actually what one could call a
- "Unit History¥. while the basic actions are covered in the Unit Journal, the

History is not told completely, SR - o

.~ This, being the Unit History, must then needs be a complote story te tell
not only what basically went on during the month, but perhaps that too which
lays benoath the surface, It should then ¢ontain the fesling of the troops,
the onotions involved and evolving in and about the Regimant, Also, the posi=
tion of the Regirent in relation to the "Big Pictureu of Eurgpoan theatrs
‘operations, : ' o

It is the purpose of this Historian to show by this nynit History" what
is stated above, - o _ R | .



OFERATIONS IN FRANCE

1915 ~ a new year was 2gain here. The turn of the year found the 1h3rd
Infantry Regiment in bivouac at CIREY, FRANCE (V-U15979) and environs,

4 much needed training period, rest from combat » refitting and reorgan-
ization was taking ploce. Actually, ne one could dispute the right for, and
nsed of, this period after having been engaged with the eneny for sone ong
hundred and thirty-three days (15 August 19LL to 25-pg December 19Lh), Pur-
ing that period, the Repirent suffered some two thousand five hundred and
nineteen tasualties, received approximately ong thousand one hundred and six-
ty~twro reinforcerents s and participated in such actions as the invasion of
Southern FRANCE, the pursuit of the Germans up the RHONE VALIEY, the forcing
of the Crossins of the iEURTHE RIVER and entry through the oy HOIIT PASS of
the vosSges JIOUNTAINS, and the vicious fighting in Support of the First French
ATRy neor RIBEAUVILIE y JUITTELVIHR, BENNYTHR and KAYSERSBERG.

The merbers of the 1l3rd Infantry Repiment on velcoming the New vear
could proudly and Justly say that they were members of a Regirent and Divi- ‘
sion that had made, and no doubt Wwould yet ke, everlasting history in this
var in relation to the important operations necessary for our ultimate vic=-

The period 1-3 January 1945 was spent in intensive training, preparing
for vhatever the Suprere Commander had in store for US. As Major General
JOHN E. DAHIQUIST, our Division Commnder, said, Mherever thers i= a tough
job to do, the 36th Infantry Division will he called on to do itjn,

The situation up north in the American First pAmmy sector was at this
time still threatening. The Gernans, perhaps in an endeavor to keep the
Allied Armies frop rushing many troops. up to this sectop from other points
along the line » to keecp tham occupied and to try and find weal spots, pushed
elerents of the American Seventh Arny off German S0il and threatensd the
BITCHE area (Q~7750). The GOETZENBRUCK sector (Q-7hk2) on 3 .January 1945
Wwas being pressad harg by the ere:y, :

On 031215 January 19h5 » the Regiment was ordercd to effect a previously
dosigmated alert plan, qn 031400 January 19)5 » quartering parties of the

-l -
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Regirmnt vient forard to an assenbly area in the vicinity of LIONTEROMT (n~68LL).
The Negiront cleoscd in during tho carly hours of 4 January 1945 with 211 bat-
talions bivouzced in the vicinity of LUMTBROMN, FRAMCE, The cold was hitter
and the snow heavs on tie Lrouns,  There was an inadequate supply of houscs to
billet the trocps, Tho battaliong vigorcusly dug shelters for the men in the
nard, suow covered prourls Horslg wns high and pood health vwas evidenced by
the smnll wwber of persenne L evieuated because af respiratory ciseases and
Cxposure,

The Division Cormandurts plan on b January 1945 vas te prepare. for of-
fensiva action in sector - rild flank v Corps. 11 POT was undor control
of the 100th Infantry Division hawving moved inbo the s.etop ST. LOUTS (g-72h3)
several doys carlisr to strengthon the flark of 47 Corps.  1L2 ROT noved one
battelion in the vicinity of 5T, 1o0TS an! prepared to attack in 11 ReT sec-
ter to restore o ¥ opencteuticrs dn that soctop, Our Bepirent woas to initiate
irrediote roconnaisaa e torvard o Lol poT positions, scctor IElEIRG - LATBACH,
in preparation to athac) ¢2s% in that sector on erder of the Division Commender
in conjunction vwith attach of 102 70p on right.  The enery was known to have
2pprexiratoly four babbnlions of ono thousand twe hundred men in the area of
contorplated action, The L3IBEsG area was receiving heavy onciry artillery fipes
curing this peried,  The IR Aab this tirw had United States Arry planes they
had canburcd sersno B, wiith sup rarkings loft on, wero strafing our posi-
tions 1i:4tly,

The Te isont currencod trajning in proparation for the impending factical
cormitrent, Heavy enow 2nd cell in no Wy dmpaded tho preparations boing mde

and the intonsive briining WK rrone,

During the nirht 5.4 Janwisy 1905, the 141 per was relieved in position
by the 12 707 whose Mission was the coentizuntion of tho strongthening of the
gocter IE BTG - GOETZEUBRICK

It was belisved that perhags bhe ererny might attack fres BITCHE, probably
With the nissicn cr closing the oy GiP or attack tc the Scuthzast to eclear
the RHINE VALIRY ang iselnts 2 part or the Scventh Arro, Siall counter-attacks
against the Divisien pesitions on | danuniy 1945 scemed 4o ghav a prelininary
for 2 larze atback or linited obioebive attacks to £ain vy torpain features
preventing noverunt of cup rescerves, dluments of the Gerran L7746k Degirent,
21st Ponzer Divisien » 25th Ponger Gremadicr Division, apm 2Li5th Infontry Divi-
Sion wiere known to b in the Divisien scochor,

The period S~9 Janunry 1945 g Spent in trainins snd the irproving of
shelters, The Reivernt rooninee 4n tha vicinity of HONTBRONM,

- -
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During the night 9-10 January 1915, 143 ROT relieved the 142 RCT in posi-
tion, The First Battalion occupied the right of the Regiment in positions,
vicinity of GOETZEIERUCK; the Third Battalion, plus Company ¥, tho loft of the
Regimont in positions, vieinity of IZIMERG (Q-73L5). The Second Battalion,
less Company F, reinined in Repirental reserve cccupying positions in the vie-
inity of ENCHENBERG (Q-71L5). The Second Battalion's nission as reserve was to
sct up & sccondary defensive Lire,

- 0n 032205 ganuary 1945, the Commanding Officer, 142nd Infantry Regiment
notified Licutenant Colonel CHARIES J. DEMHOILM, 0-21293 » of Poughkecepsie, New
Yerk, our Resimental Commander, that relief had been completeds After the
relic? had boen completed the corpanies started vigorous patrolling for the
night Lo conselidate the dofensivo positicns of the Regirent,

_ The Tegirzntal socter remmined undisturbed the night of 9-10 Janvary 1945
except for harassing, “rtillery fire, The norming of 10 January 19L% » &b approx-
irmately 0800 and o700 heurs, the eneny layed a mortar barrage on Corpany A and
attaclked in approximate strength of thirty-five men from the northoast. The
‘attack was repulsed inflicting four 4o six crery casuzltiss, ' :

Patrols worc sent cut during tho day of 10 January 19h5 and defensive
fires were registored,

At 101555 dJanuary 1945, tho legirnntal Commander instructed Lieutenant
Coloncl THOAS R CLARKIN, 0-199B3, of St. Paul, Mimmescta, Coz:mnding Officer,
First Battalion, that tihe noct doy the defensive arca would extoend in boundary
GOETZENDRUCK (Qm7Lk2) - SARIETHSEIRG (Q-7LL1) and that the Antitank Company
would be attached o his Bettalion for the purpose of helping to cover this
front, o : ' . o

ILotor in the afterroon of 10 January 1945, enery patrols were encountered
and scarcd off, Companizs ) and I Sont out strong combat patrols to contact the
cneny and to determin: hiis strougth, During the night of 10-11 January 1945,
vigorous patrolling tocik place ond the eneny shelled IE¥BERG with harassing fire,

|, Durdng the norning of 11 Jamary 19L5, the Antitank Company, commanded by
Captain HARRY C. STAKES, 0-b07530, of Huntsville » Texas, effected the relisf of
the Second Battalion, 179th Infantry Regimsnt on the right of our First Battale
ion. Relief was completod atb 111300 January 19L5, C

ALl during the day 11 Jamary 1945, the cneny continued to harass our fore
ward arcas with light and medinn artillery decreasing as the day went on, Tha'
Third Battalion harassed enery positions with combatg patrols and drove off ensng
patrols approaching cur positioms, ‘The eneny was known and seen to ho digging
in to owr front.



There vas no doubt that thoe primary thrcat in the BITCHT arca had boon
tinrartad by the str. ngtivianing of the Tine by clements of our Division. The
Division Comwmndir uscd the Aepincnbs sparingly by cormitting only one at a
tire, lmeping the others in 2 hich state of ruadime 85 and training, therchy
having sufficivnt roserves ior vhatever occurrud, This also gave cach Regi~
rent an oppertunity teo pain rosh fron combat ard rmintain corplete readiness
for euxnitonnt, |

On 111900 Januiry 1945, the Third Battalion, commanded by Licutonant Colow
nel THEODORE H. ANDIPEIS, 0-345318 s of Caldvell, Tuxas, successfully pulled off
a Chinse nttack, The arua in vicinity of IEMBERG wes nuavily shellad by the
SISy ot the sarme tise. T wag evident that tho Germans did knew our positions
but vwere confuscd s 4o our strength and intended actions,

On 12 January 1945, the Division plan reccived was for our Ropiient to be
relioved in position by the 141 BOT on the night of 13-14 Januwary 1945, In the
mammila, 12 Janunry 1945 was rencrally quict., Recommaissance and combat
patrols wore sunt our during the day and night. Enemy patrols viere et but
Vhare scarvd off, 7The “Ouny vias digging in to our front and thoir actions were
genorally on the defonsive rathor than offensive ag initially when the Division
noved into the Bircps szoctor,  The only zction recvived fron the creny was redi-
un arbillory oeezsionally sheiling the LEIBERG and SARREINSBERG arcas heavily.

In the carly #orning hours of 13 January 1945, aggressive conbal patrols
were active. A nime mon Coapary 7 patrol ook two prisoncrs frog an cneny " -
mechine gun position. otheruis. b night 12-13 January 1945 was quict. The
day 13 January 1945 was Spunt in proparation of the impending relief of +he _
Regirvent by 141 ROT #hat nigate A% 132025 January 19L5 the Regimental Command.r
alertad the Sccond Battalion, commanded by Licutenant Colonal ;WRION P. BOIL,
0-L07022, of Belton, Texas, for ome-half hour notice. It had been roportod that
Gormans had dropped one hundrcd Cr more paratroopers in the vieinity of 1mcH~
WILLER (Q-590365). The =lort wos called off by the Division Ge3 omo hour later
as it had not been definitoly ascortained as 4o whether therc vere any encry
paratroopers behind our lipgs, The rolief of oup Regitent by 141 RCT was cope
plotod on 13212 January 1945,

Tho First Battalion tock up bivowse in ST. LOUIS de BITCHG (Q~72L3) and
commenced training. The Second pabbalion took up bivouac in VOIKSEERg (q@-6738),
and the Third Batfalion in PATZIZILIER (Q~6339). Tho Regiruntal Compand post
stayad in HONTBROWN, :

The Regiment, less the Fipst Battalion, spunt the period 1-17 January 1945
organizing and digging "Switch Positionst in tho vicinity of thoir bivouac arvas
The First Battalion conducted training and was prepared for comuitednt  in the

29
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First Battalion was attachcd to the 11 ReT

on Comaander,  The scctor was quict; howe
died 2 resorve in the ssctor that was able and
wiom varrant i, '

WL 50T areay. For tint soase
on 171130 Jarsipy 1595 b
over, the First Battalion
ready at all tims sheals 1

me e
o

sbrongthoned hie bridgohead above STRAS-
ush in that arca perhaps had the intont of
Suventh Army by pushing
seetor to the SAVIRME
CIA0G BOTU roserves in bhe bridsehead and on
troops on this side of the MDD to possibly

In bhe srantin,
BOURCG., 10 was boliowvad
cutting off the troons
hard throush the i1y
GlP. The enery had o
18 Jamuary 1947 thes
maler o large attaey,

1idto strongthon a weak 1ine, The Rogi-
7 PIRDERSCHARFFOLSHETY (R-0019) ~ BAT-
'} oen 18 January 1905 and revoerted to v

ment noved t ;
ZEIDORT (=720
Corps ceontbrol,

in on assanbly area very long. The situation
(5-0513) arca was serious, The cneny
¢ owvering.  on 182365 January 19L5, the
e ordirad bo nove to BISCHTILIER
sepripare to reinforce the 12th Armoered
ot was alovted to move forward on ordars.

The Bopinnt
in Bhel node 110 (R-12173
Was pusiving our liro fopd 1 i
Second Davislion and Connen G
(R~0918) <o ovuipost tio Leon
Division., The rost o

e
A
¥

The Sceond Sattalys meved cut during the varly hours of 19 drnunry 1945
and took up positlons g ordured, -
iy seralnder of the Repdivnt loft the asgenbly
plin Lo move inbo BISCHTITIAL in 2 fore
sreongbhuening the lins,

H

e lowding clenis of the
area on 121330 Funpirr 1945 o
ward agsenbly in properabion of

Prisencrs captursd Ly obher yr Lerps units on that day told stories of
impending attacks by the Goricns op o larg: scale, ith this in viow, our
Rogdront wus Civerbed in qts FVat dnto BISCHTILLAR bo tako it positions
fron ROHRILIGL to WEYEESHE T for wecupation of strong defonsive positions,
The 753rd Pamk Battaiion wpd 2 30h Pank Dustroyer Battalion wiowo attached to
the Regiment for this CLSE Lo,

The Repivental Commindor save his order of baktle to all officors cone
cornec in the carly aft.rhoen of 1% Jznuary 1945, from the Regirental Command
Fost in BISCHWILIAR. The Srilnrs e given while the troops were in moveraent
from the old asscobly sroa. Pho plan was to pnt our cotire Regirent, with opo
Compay fren cach babtalion inoresirve, inbo positions before dark, Glemants
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of the 79th Infantry Division and 12%h Armored Division were prosently oo
cupying thea, The Pirst Battalion was te held 2 lin: covering the toan of
ROHRVIITAR with the wission of heoping the Germans fron acecss to the road
lioding into BISCHIILISK. The srovicionil Fourth Battalion, cormanded by
iajor “IILLIY . K. IYICH, JR., 0--28L058, or Huntsville, Texas, went into posi-
tion along the right of the Tirss Pattalion; the Second Battalion along the
e of vools to the right of the [ourth Battalion, with tho Third Battalion
—eovering the rerainder of tht front to include VUEYERSHEI!. The front was
senerally along 1 camal, For the nost part, the nen would be out in the.
openy the terrain being flat.  Phe Regiment was the only Division olerent
cormiitted in this operaticn and was the Corps!' right southern flank,

The Division Cusand.ris order was to establish a main lino of resis-
~tance in this position ang te stop. all infantry folloving up any group of
ctanks.  Gorman tanls wers known to.bs in groups of ten and twenty (approx-
icately) and approaching FCHRTILLER, the cunter of our suetor, and VEYERSHEIN] .
fron creuy asseibly arcas in HERRIISHET (R-121L) and QAIBSHETI: (R~1110) and
vieinity of OFFENDORF (R~1312), _

o0 That night all positions wora conselidated and strengthened, Conpany C,
636th Tark Tuetroyar Battalion, had dug in tank destroyer positions southeast
of MIYERSHET reinforeing antitank defenses and had several tank destroyers
An tho woods with the Sécond Battalion, approximately the centor of our scce-
tor. - s o ‘

on 200400 January 1945 » the Cormns attacked Companies I and G positions
with a strength of approcimtoly onu hundred and fifty men, Twonty-seven L
Gernans were killed by Steond. Battalion machine guns, four capturcd, and the =
. rest searad off's  The crury, expzeting to find cover in the woods occupiad by

the Second Battalion, found only strong positions and grazing fire bearing

down on then, Becaose of its coemter of activity in this scctor, this woods -
was later nred ne the ¢Bowden Joodsh, It was the sconc of the Second Bap-
teliont's dotormination to hold the erery off at all costs. B

 The romiinder of the carly norning of 20 January 1945 was quiet. A1l
defensive fires of our Supporting artillary, tanks, tank destraoyors and small
arns weopons were zoroed in. It was belicved bhat within tho noxt forty-
eight hours the scctor would be the recipiont of a large cnemy attack. . our
Obscrvation Posts werc roporting great cnery activity with tanks and track
vehicles, FPrisoners of war, whon questionod, stated that a large attack wag
planned and would cecur shortly,  Tho norale of bhe troops was high, Tho : -
8now was heavy ‘on the ground and at times visibility was wry limitod, Again:
our troops wer: fighting undsr tho nost difficult conditions with thas. 1
enbs a dotrirent to the mperation. e T

L | 0
- TR e §

w11~



On 201700 Jinun ey 1945, he Reginental Command Post moved from BISCHYILIER
and opercd in QRIS {(R=DELTY. e RBugimonbal scctor was gonerally quict that
day. Our Supporting artiliery was Iirgely rosponsible For knoclcing out enerny
tanks in our sector, '

Inter in the righb, oncny intentry abtompted to penctrate through the loft
floank of Company T and succecidsd in sompwhat bending tho left flank of the Third
Battalion, Hoiev.r, Company I sucoosded in clearing the eneey off of the posi-
tlon, At the same birw Couprny 7 recuived a ponetration of 2nory in the woods
on the left flank of the deoond Batbalion. The enery was cloanod oub gquickly
and eloven prisoncrs wo o bakan,

I was apparont bhah the FHUBY WAS now "ooling us oub!,  Moro of their
reserves wiare known bo bu suboring their bridgchead. Above gur scetor, the
HAGUENAU - BISCETILIER lin: woz subjucted to hoavy enziy artillory and smll
attacks by the Gurrans, A tote] a7 six enamy divisions vere idontified in the

bridgohead., The 2CLLVIty south of our suctor was light, The Fronch wore con~-
ducting strong patrols bo their Tront,

. =arly in the werning of 2 Jamary 1945, the enomy, trying to gain cover

by the darknuss, ing iltrated rup positions in the "Bowdon Woods', Cannon Cope
Dbany nounts were brought up and fired at the Germans. fThe cnery was not eclearod
of the vieods, ILatur the o ntire Sucond Battalion was engaged by cnemy infantry
trying to penetrat. the Socond Battalien positions, Emery tanks vere brought
up to reinforce tho Ourrean infunley. The Sccond Battalion fought fiercely and
nobly to clear ths woods, At the szoe bims enemy tanks overran the left flank
of the Third Battalion in Lompiany L position, A Total of cight onory banks
penetrated the position ang Firel dircetly into them.  The eneny was trying
hard to break cur 1in:,

Company A was then orcered to oceupy Compary K defensive positions, thoro=-
by relieving Company ¥ to reinfores Lompany L and attack to rostore Company I,
positions ovurrun by the trnks,  To bhe mamwhile, a company of light tanks wag
ordered to nove from the Third Battalion area snd one company of modium banks
in Second Battalion scckor orriieod bo move south, thus placing cnoxny tanks in
the conter, As Companics ¥ and 6 continned their valiant fight %o hold their
positions and cloar th: w vods, Conpany T was ordered Yo attack to relievo the
Prossura in their Battolion sccter, tn 211h35 January 1945, Companies T and G
gactors were roported cloar of the creny and Company B continnad the attack to
the north. The rosult of frr Bscond Battalion ongagerent in "Bowdon Woodst
netted one hundrod and sivky oo prisonars » Sixty known dead in front of
their positions and tho caplurs of mumsrous valuible documsnts of anocmy orders,
strength and general dnforsation,
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The fight on the Third Pattalion loft flank continucd on in the after-
noon, Tank destroyer firc knoclizd out four ecnary tanks (Hark IV's) and
forcod the rumainder to withdraw, Company ¥ had attacked in the Corpany L
scetor on 211947 January 1945 and retaken the formsr Company I positions,

The encry had tri:d hard to peretrate our lines; however, a dotermined
opposition and vigorous fighting of ocur Sceond and Third Battalions rein~
forecd with tanks and tank dostroyers had corpletely thwarted and ropulsed
the attack, _ : '

Relief by the 1L2 RCT was thon o ffocted by 220100 January 1945 and our
battalions, after having successiully occupied a previously shaky line and
repulsed a strong determined enoiy attack, withdrew to assenbly arcas, vice
inity GRIES (R-0617) and GEUIRRTHEIM (R-0113), to train and prepare for
their next mission, _ B '

Beginning 23 Januiry 19L5, our Reginent bogan the organization of a _
Regimental reserve line thot would cover a sector through KURTZEWHAUSEN to
VEYERSHETHM. Those not engaged undertook intensive training, = - '

At this time the Regirent rocoived approximately threo hundrcd and
sixty~two reinforecronts. It had been over throe months sinco the Rogi-
rent had been giwen this opportunity to rofill its depleted ranks, The
Regimental Commanderts plan for those reinforcerents was to give them a
thorough training in battle indectrination. A reinforcement school was
set up under tho supervision of Captain RUFUS J. CLEGHORN, O-L11677, of
faco, Toxas, to prepare these ton for corbat duby. - '

So far the battle and non-battle losses for January had been compar-
atively light. lHorale was high in spite of adverse weathor conditions.

 The cnemy had tried hard to crack the BISCHVILIER ~ WEYERSHEII! line
but had failed because of cur strongth, The cnemy 10th SS Division fea-
tured mainly in their attack. Not being successful in our scctor they next
atterpted to crack the HAGUENAU - BISCHYILIER line abovo us. 'The sarp ro-
sults were obtained - nothing., The defense against the German bridgshead
across the RHINE was now 5olid, Intelligence information reported that per-
haps ono more large attcipt would be made by the Germans to widen their
bridgohoad. However, at this tiix the Russians started their large offen-~
s5ive on the Eastern Front and erony attempts to penetrate our lincs on a
large scale were belicved not probable.

On 232120 January 19h5, our Third Battalion had rclicved the Second Bat-
talion, 142 RCT, in the WEYERSHETI: scctor., The 117th Cavalry Rocomaissance



Squadron was attachud to hulp strengthen the position. Tho 1L2 RCT was on
owr left covering the Iine to BISCHVILLER. No enory activity occurred during
this period. The remeinder of the RBeginment earricd on training and organizae
tion of switch positions designated. Gur Fourth Battalion remained in the
position that had been occupicd by then sinee the boginning of tho operation
in this scetor,

The enginours continuzd to lay mines and blow bridge in appropriate arcas
of our scctor to strungthen the 2lrost imprognable line our Division had al~
roady built. It was now belicved that any further attacks in our sector would
not occur. The French had eomo up fron the south and had taken KILSTETT. They
also had eaptured 2 nuibur of prisonors in tho GAMBSHETM arca,

From 26 January 1945 to the ond of the month our Regirent, in conjunction
with the 1L2 RoT » controll:d the BISCHIILIZER - VEYERSHETY scetor, Our battale
ions combtinued to train, organizo switch positicns, and relieved battalions of
142 RCT siving both Regirenbs continuous activity on the limg plus time off
the lins for rest from combat, Vigorous patrolling occurred in an attempt to
doternmine enugy strength in GALBSHE T2, OFFZMDORF, HERRLISHEIM, and ROHRWILIER.

It was now beconing evidont that ¥io viere in the best position te take the
offunsivu, large roserves Wwero in back of us prepared to follay us up. The
creryts strongth had diminished by large losses of mon capturcd and doad in

nc¢ Corps scctor, Tt was on this note that the monthis activitics onded,

In rdsure, it is roted that the month of January for our Rogiment was
light in losses, both battle and nen-battle. 1o had not becn given cur full
opportunity to train and reorganize after one of tho longest puriods of Tight=-
ing any regiment in the United States Arry had secon, Yot v were ealled on
and fulfilled the mission to stave off to serious threats s o in the Xv
COrps scctor - BITCHE area, and one in the VI Corps sector - BISCHTTLIER ~
VIEYERSHEII area., onece again our Rogincnt had figurcd mainly and nobly in
operations in the Buropean Theatre of Operations, vital in the eventual
destruction of the Gurran Arry,
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Merizold, Frark .,
Jamuary 1 to 7
Janeary 15 te 311

Streichor, TTilhaln
Jaimiy O to 1k

Zinl, Edvard ¢.

Spencer, Robers F,

HELDQUARTARS COIPANY TH IRD BATTALION

COPANY P
Captain  0-3113L6

st It 0-380653

coz-zpfn-}y G

st Lt  0-129L58L
COPANY H

lst It 0-12981L8

Ball, .aréin 1. Jr.

Iewitz, Sduard T,
anunry 1

Hancock, Harold R,
dJarusiye 2 to 31

‘Morris, fillian ¥, Jr,
Jamuary 1 to £1

Reymolds, Donald 7,
Janusry 22 4o 25

Anderson, Bric ,
Jamuaiy 256 to 31

Black, irillian 3,

- Jamuary 1 to 21

Stearns, Clarence C,
Jamary 22 to 31

Lani, Dobort ooy

Captain 0~1289024
COIPANY T

bapta'in' o_~1366863

Lot 16 0-120L70

COIPAIY K
(-;" antain | .'0—3.65619
st Lt 0-35L6LS
Gaptain 0-391181

COMPANY L
Calain  0=327hblk

1st 1t - 0-1318839

COIPANY 11
Gaptain 0-1289075

- 28

Chicago, Illinois

Seagovilla, Texas

Detroit, Iiichigan

Charlestown, Indiana

Fort iyer, Virginia

St. Touis, Misscuri

Dallas, Toxas

fewton, Ceorgia
Pusblo, Colorado

Bozeman, [Tontana

Hot Springs, New lexico

Tewarlc, Mew Jersey

Seattle, Vashingbon
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BATTALION GOIZIANEERS, 1 to 31 JANUARY 1945

Clarkin, Thomas R,

Bawden, arion P,

Andreviz, Theoders H.

Iynch, Villiam RH.

FIA5T BATTALION

Lt Col  0-199U3

S SCOND FATTALION

it Col  0-hoyn2s

THIRD BLTTLUION

1t 0ol 0-365318

PROVISTOMAL FOURTH BATTALION

Ji,

imjor 0-38L058

5t. Paul, jinmesocta
Belton, Texas
Caldwell, Texas

Huntsville, Texas

COPANY COITITRRS, 1 to 31 JAMUARY 15L5

Cleghorn, hufus J.
Parish, Joe P.
Stakes, Harry C.

Stem, Wiley V.

- January 1 to 16

Brinkley, James 0.
Jamaary 17 to 31

Cunninghem, Jeel B.

i 's—}ﬂ[ﬁ' RTLRS ca PANY

Captain D»-hllo??

;:I*,E‘Tf ICD COMPANY

Captain 0-L06965

LHTITANK COMPARY

Caphain 0-LOT7590

CANNON COMPANY

Captain 0-h06591

Lot 1 0-1683427

I[DICAL DETACHIENT

Hajor  O-3L513

Traco, Texas
Huntsville, Texas
Huntsville, Texas

Waco, Texas

Haco, Toxas e

Candan, Mew Jarsey



Burra e, Richard i,

Birkhead, Ton P,

=i

Chambers, Georae

Cox, O'Tean 7,
January 1 te 15

Simmons, illon 3,
Januwary 16 to 31

Goad, Doy 1.

idtchell, cecil 1.,
January 1 to 3
dJanuary 8 to 31

Hunn, Yalter 1,

SJamuary L to 7

Larson, Peter MMI
Jamuary 1 to 8
dJanuary 26 to 31

Sullivan, Howard J,
Jamary 9 to 10

Lindstron, John x,
January 11 to 28

HLADGUL RGNS COIPANY FIRST BATTALION

Castain 0-LO7025
COUPANY A

Cdptain 0-h07625
COMPLIY B

e . "

Captain  0-373577

COPANY G
st Id 0-2085220

Captain 0-1293684

SOUPANY D

Captain 0-L07196

Waco, Taxas

Waco, Texas

idlwaukes, Wisconsin

Waco, Te:xas

Belfast, 'mine

Temple, Texas

HEADOUARTERS COMPANY SEC OND BATTALION

Gaptain  0~13067L2
leb Tt 0-LB2727

COMPANY E

1st Lt 0-38L739

lat 1% 0-1303L10

15t It 0-1304750
Car o

P ¥

S, ud

Defiance, phio

Chillicothe, ghio

Omaha, Nebraska

Rochester, Mew York

Nerth Walpcle, New
Harpshire

- ¥
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OPERATIONS IN FRANGE

February operations wers a rogult of the consolidation of strength of
positions mede tha lpttar part of January. fhe elaments had mads fighting
conditions very severe during January and it geemad ag if February would be
no different as far as weathor conditions were concerned, The BISCHWILLER-
WEYZRSAEIM Line had been strengthensd and consolideted. Th3s Germans had
baen preventud fram increasing their bridgehead across the RHINE River. The
enemyts large attacl: had bsan repulsed. end conditidns were such thet indicat-
ed that we would now take the offensive, not the defengive.

The 75th Infantry Division was on the Divisionts left flank holding the
HAGUENAU Line, end the 3rd DTA French Division was now occupying GAMBSHEIM
on our right and wore patrolling the STEINWALD Tioods. ' B

On 1 February, our Regiment wag in assembly positions vieinity of GEJw
DERTHEIM~-BISCHWILLER. With the mission in mind to cleamr the Germans entire-
ly out of the bridgchesd, the Division Commander's orders for our Regiment .
were to atteck on the right of the Divi sion and clear all enemy resistance: .
'weat of the RHINE River in our zemse of action., The operation wes to ba fori
the night of 2-3 February 1945. fThe 1st Pattalion was initially to abtack :\
ROHRWILLER end secure it; the 2nd Battelion initially to attack on the rightis
of the lst Battalion and seize road and railroad junction Rr-136160. The. 3rd";.
Battalion was to remain in Regimental reserve. The 4th Provieional Battas
lion had one company organizing for entitenk defense and the remainder was.
also in raeservs. C VA

H

'._'."3
The 3rd Battelion, 142nd Infantry, sttacked simultanecusly on the left .
of our lst Battalion to seigs positions north of RORRWILLER, ' o

The attaclk started approximetely at 1900 houra, 2 February. 1945, and by

0400, the following morning, the objectives were reached, _However, ths opew:

- ration encountered difficulty due to weather ‘oonditiona, It warmed up, Fﬁhﬂm
- by melting the snow, and the flooded streamp and roads rastricted the emplay- .
BBIY b

ment of armor, reducing the cambat sfficiency of our Regiment conpides
It had been hoped to completely sooura all 'the-ground to the BHEINR at

‘time. Had it been possible to reinforoe ths 2nd Battalign Withﬁm
could have been possible. However, the floodad gtroms.,and'_ngi‘

‘imposgible for armor to move oyt acroas the opm fiaMay

L
L

"> On the night of 4 February 1945, the Regimsnt cdonbinyac
.WILLER and pressed southeast of ROIRWILLER, ~Tha' Reginent. j
And olean up any resistance west of the BHINE Riyer: in our s
. The“lst Battalion wes relisved by the 4@.3@&?&& wiEH:
S . ) , - 5 i ki .

o
et -
laaiie 25 i
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CONCIUSIONS OF REGIMENTAL COMLIANDER

The Regiment aftor smmo rospito from heavy combat recoversed soms
of its lost spirit. 7o reach high levol of moral success in combet

tinuous treining and rosting of at least thras weeks are needed by
unit.

, con-
any

Yrbof ot

CHARLES J,-UNHOIM
Lt Col.,; )43d Infantry
Commanding
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es their reserve. Tha 2nd pattalion having moved back to BISGHWILLER reamain-
ed in assembly positiocns. The 3rd Battelion remained in assembly ares in _
BISCHWILLER, minus Compeny L. fompany I maintained and defended the bridges
after the 2nd Battalion's withdrawal, Except for enamy shelling of forward
end rear areas, the combat arsa was comparatively quiets. Qur engineers at
this time were contimicusly maintaining the roads and bridzes. .

During the pariecd 5-5 Fsbruary our defensive positions were maintained
- by active patrols. 4 patrol to HZRRLISHZIN reported the town clear. . Company
A and ‘a platoon from Company L occupied the tovm on 060405 Fabruary and. cap-
“tured two prisoners of war. -The town of HERRLISHEIM was left heavily mined
and booby trapped by the enemy., It sesmed that the enany had departed from
HERRLISHEIM and moved up to DRUSENIRIL. - Our lst ‘Battalion then moved for-
ward, ocoupied HERRLISHEIM and relisved elaments of the 117th Cavalry Recon-
naisgance Squadron nt OFFENDORF. The 3rd Battalion religved the 2nd Batta~
1 1ion, 142nd Infantry, taking up the defense of ROHRWILLIR end blocling all

_ enemy approashes. The romainder of the RCT was in regerve.

. Patrols were sent into DRUSENHEIM but were forcsd to withdrew becauss of

“enemy small arms and soli-propelled fire. Patrols were sent into the woods
along the river nnd mot no contact with the anemy. They were restrictsd to
roods duo to flooded streums and lowlands, | . :

deatroying the bridgehowi south of DRUSENHEIM could have baen acotmplished . .
" completely the first dey of the sbtack had the waather conditions permitted -
the use of armor. Our Regiment was now aceamplishing its mission slowly bo-

- ' cgupe of dotrimental woathor conditions. o ' ' - '

'?f':f*”Tﬁa'opérgtion to clear the Germens along the RHINE Rivér aﬂd_odﬁpiétblﬁ

. By the afternnon of 7 Fabruary our gt Battalion reinforced, had eatab-
“dsghed outposts in ths woods along tho RHINE and wag meintaining mixod out- .
\v'posts with tho 3rd DIA Fronch Divigion. - - B

- (n the afternoon of A Fabruary the lst Battalion with CQmPQQy G:éttadeQ 
north dn their soctor tu atoampt to camplotoly clear the wooda along the west
* benk of the RHINE. Company A mot somo onamy rogistance overcoming them by .
reducing pill boxos. Compeny G had garrigoned and outposted OFFENDORF,

- /Our 3rd Battalion mainbained their positions and patrolled to the wast
“ndge pf DRUSENHEIM. The patrols roceived onomy machine gun and rifle fire.

' ‘During tho altornoon of 9 Fobrupry our lst Battalion éontiﬁucd'theif ¥?tf
aEposts. along the RHINE and attocked to ogtabligh a-lino of departura for. ..
e 2nd Battalion'g imggndi?g att&”k.ﬂn'DﬂUSEHHEIM. Compary 4 roceived. hoavy

¢

4{$ 4w
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_fira frnm front and right flanks, drd B&tﬁﬂliﬂﬁ'mainéainedﬁpféﬁidusly“héld
‘positions and patrolled. = S -

i”J_l;,Ths'Division Commendsr's ordar then was 4o attack with aftachments and
- 8eilge DRUSENIEDM and clear enemy from arpa west of the RHINE in our sector.

 On, the morning of 1 Fobruary, 2nd Dottalion, 14lgt Infontry, relieved
Compeny G and Company & snd all our outposts aleng the RHTWH, Company C con-
tinued to attack to clear the woods and took thre prisonars of war from a
pill box at 166152 and inriicted a considerable mumbar of capunlties on the
enemy. Company A vias [orced to withdraw tha night of £-10 Pebruary after ate
backing a heavily defendad road block south of DRUJFNITIM. Throughout the
night 9-10 Februery artillary firs was hzavy on DEULZGIGTI,

- At approximately 0500, 10 February, Company L aticclked DRUSENHEIM fram
the west reaching the edge of the town wheore thay ansountered anti personnsl
mines and machine guns and muenerous barbed wirg entungianents. The Comp any
withdrew after taking thres nrisorers of war, Cne (onnon Company M-8 mount

 was knockad out.

Our 2nd Battalion with Comsany ¥ and Company { wubreast jumped off approxie
mately at 0600, 10 February. Ceoapany T moved ornard aggroseively seizing the
first six hcuses on tho sdge of Sown against strong eneny resistance. They
wera subjectsd to hesvy machine i and ardillary fira. Coupany G net resisg-
tance to their right rlanls, 4 st road black on the noubh edge of DRUSHEN-
HEIM was encountorsd end wns deiaying vur progrugs, Company E with marvelous
courage and egpressivongss hold tieir ground.

‘ © By moon, 10 Februwry 1945, our 3rd pattelion shorted luving smolka in pra-
paration to attack again. Compeny L had baan forced te withdraw as the ena-

my placed heavy [ire on thesa attucling elements. Gorpany G triad to moke
progress against strong enamy resisbance but were unebie bo do 80: Company K
attacked northwost of DRUSENIEIN, toolk 12 houses and 25 priseasrs of war. -

- They were well forward in cheir arua vwhen they wars counter-atteclksd by tanks
and infantry. Thoy suffered meny cuasualties beceuse of this countar-attack
.and wars forced to withdraw %o pravicusly held pozitiong, Company G was un-

“able to advence. .

Our lat and 3ri Battaliong propared to ba rolisved by the 14lst Infantry
on the night of 10-11 February and to move +o arens visinity BRUHATH-NZIDER-
SCHAEFFOLSHEIM-VEITECH~BERVOLGUEIN, with the 2 Battalion to follow lataer,
and the Regiment to Ls in Division reserva. The 2nd Bobtalion wns temporarily
attached to the 141st Infantry. Relief was completed and the Regiment moved

%
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945 andints Diviaton-Fe

af.relieved: from control bf 141stinfantiy on the’nd
<1ioved to' the rear to'the Regimental training arse. -

ght of 1112

*

The Regiment, hed, in.a heart brdaking manner, destrbyed ‘the snemy REIN
Bridgehasd south.of DRUSENHEIM,  Fighting qonditions were difficuilt, =
' SENEEIN. without sugcess Besause the snemy sbubbornly des'

¥ airtacked DE 7 _
il & ﬁi:ta.‘v{éll ?gi-‘bi{igd 'tnv.m.’l:»_; :

qf men’ of the Regiment needed: rest;

' ﬁ’g;df.fﬁeavy snow, -bitter “cold

P . ¢
& LI

-

thoy reeded trainifg. " Fpibing undst

».and then flooded fields and overflow- - -

Hg rivers Viere riot idesl fighting donditions, ; I wos hoped that'c mifficient

PO, e bR L ) \

Our ;Bé.t;l':nlzi..bna‘onqé'ag.ain underwent vigorous emall unit training, - Nume-

again being filled, T SRR L _ ~
‘. The Russiens hod advanced 'cdnaid':erably- on the Eastern Front. -In every
mants heart was a hope that soon perhaps this wor would end,. The big pio-
“;.fure up north began to look good as our armies there had started to move for-.
Plwards, 0 . oLt oo e T e

" It oannot be said that morale Wwas high. - Tho months of Janyary end Feb-

ety had bepn difficulty

£

W dry, . d o mi
ior omild be employed to its full advontage,

‘d¥y, thot fighting conditions would bo more in our favor, end. that ar-

; “THe ‘Regiment spent approximately six doys ot intonsive training and was
%}t}han*_,g'rd_éred to reliave the l42nd Infontry, “in posttions, on the night of o
-18-16 Pebruary, vieinity BISCHWILLER-OBERHOFFEN. fThe anany hed withdreim
' somewhat to the north but wara sirongly holding positions on.the north out-

“skirts of OBERHDFFEN when our 3rd Battalion moved- in positicns 15-16 February

‘.rous replacements were received, ,offioer:;*apd apligi;qd men, Our ronks wﬁ'rfé e

o “that the woathor had warmed up 1% Was hoped that the fldoded fields .

 in OBERHOFFEN. Our mission was genorally doefensive with activé potrolling

“to determine strength and location of enamy positions.' The weather had. be-

come mpre favorablo.” Our forward areas were subjected to much artillary Tiro. ’,:1

' our &th Provisional Batfalion had gone into position to the laft of eur
-5rd Battalion, vieinity KALTENHEOUSE. The 3rd Battalion took up the soctor at
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OBERHOFFEN with Gomnan: R oin rosition eon thoir right flank. Our lst and 2nd
Battalions, loss Conpay F, remained in rosarve conducting intensive smpll
unit training, Tho only netivity was that of patrols for the 16tnh and 17th
of Fabruary, ‘

Wa wern enca asuin on the defensive subjacted to heavy eneamy artillery
fire. Minus weru laid in front of our pogitiong to strongthen antitank de-
fonge. Tho 1ilst Infantry wos on our right; the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadroen on our I.ft. - OSERHOFFED contimiod to roeceivo tho bulk of ‘enemy ar-
tillory in the suctor.

Throurhout 18 znd 19 Fabruary 1945, oupr Battalions held thoir sactor and
maintained contact with adjacont units. Patrolling to tho front vias very age
grossivo. OHERNOFFIE continuad to racoive consideranbls shelling. Our artil-
lory sterted fires in anany hold CALP D'OBERHOFFEN and DRUSENHEIM, The sec-
tor rumained unoventful until tho Rogiment wag ordarod to shift its sactor,
vicinity BAGUENAD, buing ralioved by olamonts of the Fraonch 3rd DIA Division.

On 23 Fobruary, our lst Battalion raoligved tho 506th Paratroop Infantry
Rogimaont of thwe 10lst girborno Division in positions along the river in -
HAGUEMAU. Tho 3rd ond 4+th Jattalions moved in vicinity of HAGUENAU and en- )
gagod in training. Tho nd Bathalion ranained in BISCHWILLER and continued .
wmall unit training. ’ ' 3

A Gorman patrol attesptod to eross tho rivor on the night of 23«24 Fob-
ruary in front of Compuny A; eoven waore tolen, one killed, ‘Enamy artillery
shellod tho HAGUENAL aroa continuously, howovor, thero was no othor activity
basidos patrel action. : '

On 24 pobruary, our frd lmtvalion moved fran BISCHWILLER to an’ assambly
aron in HAGUENAU and roliovaed tho 3a27th Glidor Infantry Rogiment along the
rivar . to tho loft of cur lst Battalion., The ranoinder of tho Rogimont conw
tinued training. Tho city of IAGVINAU, which then conteined the body of tha
Regimant, was rosciving continucua onemy harasging artillery firo, '

For tho ramaindor of tho month, through to the 28th, our:Regimantal Ccm-
bat Tewu hold thoir soctor with tho lst and 2nd’ Battalions on the lino; maine
tainod contuct and Vigorously potrolled, Our Battalions not camittod con«.
tinuod intunsiva training in proparation for possible cummi%tmont;_erhc city
of HAGUENAU, whoro tho body of our Rogimont was thon occupiod, recoived come' .
~sldorabla solf-propoliled and artillery fire. ' Howévar, thare was né offansiva.
aotion, . S R e
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Tho mer bh arded oith the theusht in overyenes mind that snon cur armies

would perheps probs weross the RHINS in some lurge operntion. Our ermies to o

the north vare rasidly alearins all the aroas to the RHINE., And as the month

endad, calm came over wur sector., FPerhaps this was the "calm before the storm”
the storm to be our lust mighty rush to destroy the German Army completely and
finelly.

Fec
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BATTALION COLMANDEFRS, 1 to 28 TEBHMFRY l9h5

FIFST BATTALION
0-19983
SECOND BAT'EA LION

Clarkin, Thoms R, It Col

Bowden, iarion P, It Col 0407022
February 1 to 23 =
O!Brien, Ivbert L., Jr. Cifajor 0-308359

February 24 to 28
THIR BATTALIOH

Andrews, Theodore H, It'Col . 0-365318

! PR’JVISIOH@\L FQURTH BATTA II0Y

Yilliam B, Jr,

ki

Iynch, tajor  O-384058

St. Paul, iiinnesote

Belton, Texas

New York, iew Yors

Caldwell, Texas

Huntsville, Texas

COMPANY COIMMANDLFS, 1 to 28 FEBRIRY 1945

HEADOUA RIT S _COLPANY
Ceptain - O-411677

Captein  0-1293600

Cleghorn, Rifus J, -

- Febmery 1 to 20

Jordan, darle H, Jr.
February 21 to 28

SE W ICE COMPANY

‘Parish, Joe P, -  Captain  0-406965
Februaxy 1 to 23 : ) ’ .
-Heskew, Herbert S. . faptain 0-2055838

February 24 to'28 .

« ANTTIANK COMPAIY

Stakes, Havty Cy. . “’-ﬂcaptam 0-’407590‘

} *'l CANNON COUPANY

_Bﬁ.nkley, James o. - f;;flsn.t | 0-16331,27

< Februazy 1%3 S

\Prichardy Philp g, o lst It 0—1288119

“pebrerphbozs L
Al “ ““Z&jj’{

4 g '.l:;-

Waco, Texas

~Aubum, Laine

Huntsville, Texas

Galveston, Texas

Huntsville, Texas

 Waco, Texas

Thief Rlver Falls, iiinn;



MLDICAL DETACH DT
0-345134

Cunningham, Joel H. iajor

Ge:ndeﬁw;u“ilﬁ&ivr Jersey

HEADQUA FIE RS COLIPANY FIRST BATTALION

Burrege, Dicherd ii, Captain 0-407025
Februarm 1 to 14 , o
Birkhead, Tom P, Captain 0-407625
Februarr 15 4o 23 )
Winnis, Wilfred A, 1ot Ib 0~-1312136
February 24 Yo 28 ’
| COMPANY A
Birkchead, Tom P, Japtain 0~-407625
Februery 1 to 8 ’
Brejcha, Thomas 1. {aptain 0~-411038
February 9 to 28 >
'COMPAIY B
Chambers, Guorge &, - Capiain 0=373577
Februayy 1 to 1% - Vabrary 28
Netherton, Thomas i, cantain 01290796
February 146 to Y
COLTARY
Simmons, Allen i, fashain 0-1293664
Tebruvary L to 72
Costilla, Fred Znd Tk 0-1998721
February 23 to 24
COIPAYY D
Goad, Foy D, captein  O~407196
February 1 to 22
Thomas, Horace A, st 1% 0-1295962

February 23 to 28

3
Waco, Texas
Waco, Texas

El Cerrito, Califomia

Waco, Texas

Chicago, Illinois

liilveuvkea, 'isconsin

(TD fr Uilst Inf)

Belfast, Maine

Dezumont, Texas

Tomple, Texas

Portland, liaine

A e UA HIG F8 COLIPANY SECOND BATTA LION

liitehell, Cecil L, {aptain O~1306742

Defiance, Ohio



Iarson, roter 2.7
Febrvary 1 40 9

Lindstrom, Joha I,
Februars 17 to 23

lerigold, Fiunk A,

Zink, Edimrd C,
February 1 to 9

Harris, Albvest H.
February 10 to JL

Streicher, Vilhel: 7,
February 12 to 3

Spencer, Iobero T,
Febrmry 1 10 3
Hanrehzn, David J,
Fabruery 4 to 11
Thormburg, Crril 7,

February 12 to 23

lst It 0-324739 Ommha, obrsia
lst It 0-130L750 Hlorth Yalpole, N. H,

COLTANY P

Captain 0-311346 Chicago, Illinois

COPANY G

lst It C-12094,58L Detroit, jiichigen
ist It 0-1295371  ilillerston, Pennsylvania
lst It 0-380653 Seagoville, Texas

COUFAIY H

lut Ik 0-1290148 Charlestovm, Indians
{iapbain 0-1219077 Bronx, llow York
atIb o-1310174 Aubum, Nebmska

B VANYD N COEAY TETH BATTALTON

Bell, iartin L, Jr.
Henecoele, Harold I,

heynolds, Denald 7,
February 1
February 11

Horris, {/illiam ¥, J=,
February 2 to 10

Cox, Q'Dean T,
February 12 to 28

faptain 0~-1289026 Fort ilyer, Virginia
COLTANY T
1ut Ik O~1294470  Dallas, Texas

SondATY
L B

1st Lt C-355005 Pueblo, Colnmdo
Cantiin 0-365619 Hewbon, Georgia
i3t T 0-2055220  Uaeo, Texns

- &) .



Stearns, Clarenca .,
Februnry 1

Jackson, Sanmual T, i,
February 2 to 28

Hand, fobart
Februvary 1 to 22

Halchow, Allan .
Februan 03 Lo 08

COUPRIY T,

0-1318839
0-1304,223

N

Y5 VI )

COLLIY M
0-1289075
0-1301845

foaptain

R 4

Nevari,-llsw Jersey

Corpus Christi, Texms

Seattle, lashington

Tonawanda, Hew York

B
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OPERLTIONS AN PRERCE AND GERMANY
FEARCH 1345

The month of Narch 1945, fuor thae mambors of the 143rd Infantry Regimont,
will be a memorablc eve. It waa o ionth of offonsive sction that brought spi-
ri% be a war weery Hoplaunt - o spirit likoned to tho pursuit of tho Germans
afser vur action at VELLETLT, I7.1Y, and the capturg of RCGME lngt Spring.

Nperations for Murch wors in four distinet phases: The first being our
casunarcy of the HAGUENAU sector until relieved by the 141 RCT; soccond, our
ponct-ation of the outer ring dafensas of the Siegfried Line through the
BITLCHUFFEN Soctor that onablud other Division and Corps clements to exploit
the breslcthrough and rench the 3iogfried Line proper; third, our probing and
penetration cf the Jluvgfried Line through the mountains, antrance into Gorma-
ny for our first time at BERGEZABLIN on the RHINE Plein and pursuit of the cn-
emy to the RHINE, boing tho Cfiret olumont of tha Corps to roach tho RHINE;
fourth, occupanecy of dofansivae positioms at tho RHINE Rivor in preparation fou
furthor offensive actions. '

PI‘SE O
On 1 March 1945, tho lst and 4th Provisional Battalions woro occupying
dofonsivo positions vicinity HiGUZIAD along the MODER Rivaor. Elaments not on
position continued limited small unit training. Tho soctor was quiet oxcopt
for occasional harcasing cnamy nrtillory firo roceived in tho city of HAGUENAL

On the night of 1-2 larch 1945, tho 2nd Battalion, commandod by Major
ROBERT L. O'BRIEN JR., 0~308359, of NI YORK, NEW YORK, rolioved 117th Cavalr:
Reconnaissmnce §quadron in positions on tho Division right flank gnst of
HAGURM/DT,

During tha romisindor of tho voriod in tho socter HODER Rivor - HAGUENAU,
tha Regiment hold and improved positions nlong tho main lino of rosistanca.
Patrols and raiding parties wora active.

On 3 March 19456, strong patrols of Company C lod by 2nd Lieutonant JOHN
A DREVER, 0-2008949, of BLYAVIL, ILLINOIS, crossod the MODER River in rubber
boats at HAGUENAU and ocoupied ton houses on the anst sido of tho river. This
wos the first bridgohoad ustsblished across tho MODER Rivor in HAGUENAU .

Tho Rogiment wus relioved by tho 141 RCT on tha night of 4-5 March 1945
ond thon moved to viecinity WINGIRSHEL, MITTELH.USEN, GOUGENHEIM, for rost
and training.

Things wcssumod a quiotness that prosaged big ovontss Evoeryono folt that
soon a lorgo offonsive would tuko ploca. Fvoryono was right! Phaso two
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Tho soldier uill
vary alnost dirsatly
lander.
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tollow nis louader to ths ond. Results obtainad

vith tho eosuraro, aggreassivonoss and ability of tha

CHARLES J ENHOLM
Lt Col., tl Infantry
Commanding
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oceurrad aftor ten dsys of intensive training in tho above montionod training
AroBe '

PHASE TWO

The Division plan was to attack through its present position and posi-
tions of tho 14th Armored Division to capture WISSEMBOURG and the high ground
north of WISSEMBOURG, uncovering the Siegfriod Line in that zone snd thorse-
after to penotrato tho Siegfriod Line, capture BERGZABERN and mova cast to
clear tha ereca of the anomy to the RHINE Rivor.

Qur Regimont had tho job of offocting on immodinto breakthrough by pass-
ing through tho l4th Armorod Division pesitions on tha LA WALCK, BITSCHOFFEN,
MIETESHEIM Axis ond then to agsamble in Division rosorve, preparod to conti-
nue tho attack on ordor to the north and northopst by rapid follow-up of any
furthar breakthrough.

The Regimont was roady. The woathar was right, Onco again wo wera to
figure in history making actions Tho mon of tho Rogimmt woro dotormined %o
‘moet, broask through, pursuc tho anomy to tho RHINE and dostroy tham,

During tho carly merning hours of 15 March 1945, procisoly at 0100 hours.
tho Rogimont attocked with 2nd and 3rd Battalions abroast, 2nd Bottalion com-
mandod by Major ROBERT L. O'BRIEN JR., and 3rd Battalion camandod by Liocuto-
nant Colonol THEODORE H. ANDREWS, 0-365318, of CALDWELL, TEXAS, on the loft,
in conjunction with tho 142 RCT on tho right. A high dogroo of socracy was
obsorvod throughout the planning phasa. Tho troops woro moved inte forward
assambly arcas under cover of darknoss, and tho attack was launchod without
artillery proparation to gain initial surprisc and ponotrato tho onamyts
main line of rosistance bofora ho could assomble his roserves to countor-at-
tack in forcg. Tho attack was coordinatod with tho 3rd DIA (French) on tho
Divisiont's right and tho 103rd Division on the loft and oxtonded along tho
onamyts propaerad main lino of rosistance along tho MODER Rivor.

2nd Battalion, initially wes to cloar tho wastorm odgo of tho BOIS do
MIETESHEIM Woods, within tho Rogimont's zono of action, soizing succossiva ob-
jootives Q.928288, Q-933298, ond Q-946307, while tha 3rd pattanlion attackod
along tho LA WAICK - MIETESHETM Road soizing BITSCHOFFEN (Q-9128) and MIETES-
HEIM (Q-9331) opening tho road for armer,

1st Battalion, commanded by ILioutonant Colonel TEHOMAS R. CIARKIN 0-19983,
of 8T, PAUL, MINNESOTA, in rézimontal rosorve, ramainod nssumbled in PFAFFEN-
HOFFEN (Q-9027) prepared to pass through either the 2nd or 3rd Battalions and
continue the attack to ths north and northoast. Tho 4th Provisional Batta-
lion, commanded by Major WILLI/M R. LYNCH JR., 0-384058, of HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS,
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forwnrd againat a stubborn onamy, Company X, ot 1045, roported tho town cloar
having takon woll over 40 prisencrs of war. Companios I and L continuad to-
attack toward MIETESHEIM (5-9331), moving nt a fasth paoe, copturing disorgoni
od onamy groups and cnaihilating thoso that rosistods 4s Companiocs T and L
movod up nbroast Compenios F and G, vicinity R-933298, Company F continuod
tho attack to tho ncerthoast, swooping through tho odge of tho BOIS do MIETES-
HEIM Woods to cloar tlo northornmest tip at 0~946307, mooting light small arms
rogigtanco and solf-propollod firoe lst Battalion was ordorod at 0917 hours,
Yo movo fram assombly arca in PFLFFENHOFFEN (Q-9027) at 1100 hours to capture
bridgos at ¢-948314 and ¢-950316 oand continuo tho attack for GRIESB.CH (Q-95-
32). In tho asseult for MIETESHEIM (Q-9331) considernblo rosistance was an-
countored by Componics I and L entering the tovm from tho south and southwost,
go tho lst Battalion was ordorod to swing loft and ontor tho town fraem thao
southoast. 4s Companios I and L kopt the onomy hoavily ongaged in tho southe
- wostorn part of tho town, Lioutonant Colonal CLARKIN, commonding lst. Batta-
lion, lod two platoors of Company . across an open ficld, ontored tho tovm fro:
tho southoast and succescdad in’ cepturing 30 Gormans agninst vory light rosis-

. toncaa

attack to thoir roar and tho wholo of tho Gorman garrisen soon collapsod.
‘Campanios I cond L occupiod tho town and ostablishad all-around socurity while
~tho lst Battalion rogroupod to continue the attack. Compony A moved along the
MIETESEEIM - GRIESBACE Road and Componics B and ¢ amorged frem tha BOIS do
MEITESHEIM Woods on tho rights Mocnwhilo tho 2nd Battalion had cloaroed the
 BOIS de MEITESHEIM Woods within thoir zono of action ond attemptod o rivor
~crossing vielnity 0-953308 against intense onamy machino gun firos Aftor so-
voral nttampts to cross tho rivar ant various points, 2nd Bottalion withdraw
ond organized allenrcund defonsive positions ot the adgo of the woods. The
lst Battalion continuod its advanuo and, at 1845, had crossed both strommg
“with two platoons of Company £ and capturod the housos ot Q-948314, Both
bridgos ot Q-946314 ond 9951316 wore blown by tho onamy. -

Byfﬁhis timg tho onomy rosisting Companics I and L baccmo awnro of tho

Tha boginning of tho socond day's battle, 16 March 1945, to clonr all on-

amy opposition wast of tho RHINE River, found Company 4, commondod by 1lst
- Lioutonant JULILMN H. PHILIPS, 01298919, of HDUSTON, TEXAS, stubbornly fight-

ing off an cnemy countor-attack consisting of an astimated 50 Garmans, supe
portod by solf-propellod fire, with tho apparont mission of roducing our smnll
bridgohond across tho FALEENSTEIN Rivor, vieinity N-948314, Tho attagk wasg
continuod and 2nd Battalion (Campany F) was ordored to ostablish strong out-
posts along tho rivor's bank to tho right of tho 1lst Battalion and meintain
strong patrol contact to stop any furthor attempts by the onomy to infiltrpte
the 1st Battaliont's right flank, ' I

At daybroak, Company B pushod out fram its small bridgehoad across tha
FLALKENSTEIN Rivor with Compmny 4 and ¢ following, with thg mission of captur-
ing GRIESB.CH (n-9532). Tho 2nd Bottalion, unablo to sgcuro g bridge site in

-8



their soctor, movod out at 0900 with Compony F losding and Companios ¢ and B
following, crosssd caginesr bridges in tho lst Battnlion sockor, ond svang
right with the mission of eapturing Hill 193 (1-960312) and continuing tho at
tock to the northoast to securo tho ZANG Voods {(n-9731). Tho 3d Babtalion,
Rogimontal roscrve, romained in LIBTGSUELN (0-9331) maintaining loeal socuri-
Yty whilo tho 4th Provisicaal fattalion displacod frem SURSWILLER (n-8724) to
PFLFFENHOFFRY (0-9027),

At 1200 hours, Comprnios B and G, supportad by gixz medium tonks, wore
ongoging tho onemy in o firo fight on tho scuthorn cutskirts of GRIESBACH
(Q-9532). Dospite the camyis offort to hold tho town, Compenies B ond C
stoadily gained ground wxd nt 1303, Company A was mopping up digorganized
groups and Cempany C pushod on through tho town ento the GRIESBLCH - QUNSTETT
Road., 8ome 75 prisonors of wor wore takon.

Tho 2nd Battolion {Compmnics F oond G) ottasked Hill 193 {=-960312) frem
the west and succoodod in its edpturo ot 1015 hours, cgaingt light opposition.
Company E movod up to sccurs tha hill, roleasing Companios T ond ¢ to conbi-
nuo tho attack te tho northoast with the mission of cloaring ths ZANG Toods
(QR~8731)s On cntoring tho ZANG (fwods Compunios T and @ woro angegod by the
onamy in a firo fight with Comprny G recoiving inmtonza firo Lo itg right flanl
ond roar from cnamy positions in GRIESBACH, Ag thn oy ta doeflongos crumbled
Compenies ¥ and B pushod on rapidly cloaring itwoethirds of +ho woodg by 1507,
against scattorod snipor fire, Compony ¢ hoaving boon withlrawn snd placod in
rosorvo. Moanwhilo Crmpeny I hod been moved up o cocuny GRIPSBACH {0~3532)
ond tho lst Battalion waz orgonizod into o metorirod columy, consisting of
Company O, 753rd Tank Dattalion, onc platoon of tonle dogtrovers and 15 two snd
o half ton trucks.

This motorized forca movod sub ot 1745 hours, with thao mission of bronk=-
ing through to SOULTZ (:-1037), with tho 44h Trovisional Zatinlion following
as blocking forco. Suificiont smmmnition, fucl, and rationg vworn providad fo;
two doyts oporation. Enawy tanks, viginity rond junction at 0.379330, tanpo-
rarily haltod this force, but friondly torks and tank dogiroyors doplayesd ond

forcod their withdrawal. Tho column agoin moved Porwnrd but ok ths crd of the
doy it wos stoppod just south of EBERBLCH (2-2334}, vicinity 0.590344, os the

onany hod dostroyod tho hridge ot this point.

Tho 2nd Bottalion, aftor clearing tha 74¥ at
1900 hours, launched an atinck for FORSTHEIM (9-38: YOG Plary
proparation. 4t 2135 FORSIMIIN (Q-0833) was talon, apnine® poplipibls rosia-
tanco with the surrondor of oight €9 ton cormans, vl Betbolion outposte
od tho town and assamblod for tho ramainder of tha nig

At 0500 hours, 17 March 1945, Compeny ¢, 1lith Thginao i

manded by Captain JAMES W. MUDBLLIN, 0.400705, of 10007

T =08 Fand noboerl o

0d congtruction of Builoy bridza % 7.
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its moarch northonst, but only for o short distanqd’ua'thg onamy, Withﬂ?&WiBE 

just ahoud of tho column, blow the bridgo which spannad the BIEBERBACH Rivar
ot R-014349 just wost of GUNSTEIT (R-0235). Tho dolaying obstaclo had boon .
onticipatod by the onomy ns high volocity waspons ond maching guns wore zoro-
od in on the crossing site from proparod positions on H ill 224 (R~0235) which
afforded oxcellont sbsorvation.: fvory attompt et bridgo construction drow in-
tonso onamy. firo, ond this boeing tho only route for armor ca the fiolds and

sidg roonds woro marshy .or-undor wotor,  tho infant:y”dismpuntgd ond ottacked
GUNSTETT (R~0235), bocauso tho anamy must bo drivon from the town and Bill, o

224 baofora tho ongingors could construct o bridgo. -

. 1st Battalion attampting to ostablish n bridgehaad across tho BIZBERBACH .

River, just wost of GUNBTETT, oncountarad'stiff cnqmy rgsi3tunqc”andzva:y'
yord was goinod by firo powor. Moanwhile, 2nd Battalion was ordarod to move
from FORSTH.IM (Q~9833), thonco to :.ORSBRONN (R-0033), and attackod northe
oast to capturc Hill 224, ovorlooking GUHSTETT (R—0255) ond tho crossing sito,
‘which would roliove tho prossurc on lst Battalion ‘and roduco onamy fira on tho
“bridga. sito.. 3rd Battelion vins moved from LIETESHEIM (Q-0331) and GRIESBACH
(@~0532) to FORSTHETL (§-9833). : 4th Provisional Battalion, following lst

Battaiion by 1600 yards, astablished entitank road blocks protocting tho loft

At 1400 hours, lst Battalion hod gainod o good foothold in GUNSTETT
(R-0235) mnd was proparing to smokeo Hill 224 with artillory to dony tho onamy

obsorvation on. tho tewn.und tho crossing site; 2nd Buttalion.waﬂmmovinG.ﬁdrthpvr

onst from HORSBRONY {R-U033), 'ond 3rd Battalion had passod through FORSTHEIM
(@-0933) moving duo onst to.capturo BIBLISHEIM (R-0433)," The lst Bottalion
continuad to wodge its way into GUNSTEIT against mortar and maching gun fira,
3rd Babttalion ontorod BIBLISHELI (R-0433) at 1700, copturod two Gorman strag-
glers and found tho town cloar, but rocoived govoral rounds of onamy tank firo
from tho northoast, Compnny ¢ of tho 2nd Bettelion erossod tho BIEBERBACH

Rivor .ot 1700 hours and continuod its attack on Hill 224, Componios E ond G
of tho 2nd Battalion roportod Hill-224 cloar of onamy rosistonco at 2080, and.

whilo ono compeny. :from thaﬁéthlprovisicnn17aaﬁfaliqn moVbd.up'tp}gﬁcurb'thd'

hill, 2nd Brttelion rogrouped to continuo tho attack on DIEFFENBACH (349337);;'jf
3rd Bubttalion pushoed out from BIBLISHEIM (R-0433) ‘to clgar'thn"KREUZHEGKE_Wbdqsii

(R-0435), During tho aftornoon tho 12th Tactical Air Forco hnd strrfvsl omd:

divo:bombod thnao;wbbdsogﬁd;thd sraTButtdli°n 39°9Q0dﬁa'inybcﬁuPYing_thpﬂﬂbdﬁ;Tfl
against vory light rosistance, At 2150, 4th Provisional Battalion had . occupied .

H1ll 224 with ono.cempany and. 2nd ‘Battzlion moved: forward toward DIEFFENBACH

(R-0337). 1st Battalion hed camplotod cloaring GUNSTETT ot 2220 and ‘dispatch-
od o patrol to movo across tho opon fiolds toward tho 3rd Bottalion, in searsh

of seattorad onomy  groupse oo

" _ordars ﬁdfo}facdivod~foruouf.Rosimont'tof50¢uro'itxjﬁroscnﬁ”liﬁb'as'Rc§   -

142 would poas o motorizod colum through diring tho night. At 2330, tho

bridgo.just onst of GUNSTEIT had: boon complotod; 1st Battalion had oocoupiod ii:i

Tat_,{lo”r'r_,
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tha town of GUNSTETT; 2nd Battalion was woll on its way to DIEFFENBACH; 3rd
Battalion was sweoping the KREJZHECKE Woods and preparing to assembls for the
riight, and 4th Provisional Battalion occupied Hill 224 with ong campany with
the remninder of tho Battalion assembled in MORSBRONY.

O0n 18 March 1545, the 2nd Battalion continued its march aoross opon ter-
rain throughout the nipght in an effort to geize the town of DIEFFENBACH
(R-0337). The sky was overcast with clouds and as the Battalion moved along
alowly to meintain control small enemy groups, in dug-in positions, had to be
+ ¢loared from its route of march. At 0145 hours, elements of Cempany F had
~entered the town of OBERDORF (R-0236) and taken ten priscners of war. Patrols
wora dispatohed to the north to praceds the main body by a few lundred yards.
Znd Battalion entgrod DIEFFENBACH (R~0337) at 0545 and found the town desert-
ede As tho Battalion closed in, defense sectors wers assigned ond orgenized,
in the avent of an enamy countor-attack,

During the morning the 3rd Battalion was marched to KUTZENHAUSEN (R=0837);
lgt Battalion remainod assambled in GUNSTETT (R-0235); 2nd Battalion amsemblad
in KIEFFENBACH ®~0337) and 4th Proviaional Battalion assembled in MORSBRONN
(R~0033)., Excopt for local security, the troops wers ndsgemblod for a much nood
od rest aftor continuous offensivae oporations for threo doys and nighta.

SUMMARY

The Rogimoent, during its doy and night nffansive for 72 hours, captured
ton towns end 567 German soldiers, cempletoly ovarran the anamy's lagt defene
sos west of the Slegfriod Lino and opened a vital communisations route for
tho oxploitation of armored foreas. .

THASE THRRE

At 0700 hours, 21 March 1945, the lst Battnolion moved out fram asganbly
pesitions in WISSEMBOURG (R-1548) with tho migsion of marching up to asaambly
position behind 142 RCT on the left flank of the Division saotor, preporsd to
push through the giogfried dofenses and capture DORRENBACH (R-1654)s Remainds
er of RCT was put on ono hour alort status prepared to mova, by motor, in eas
of & broakthrough. A% 1236 hours, the lst Batbalion, matrohing in a golizm of
oampunios, hed reached a point in the HAUTE FORET DU MUNDAT at Rw1558%5, while
londing olanonts of ROT 142 wora fighting just mhead at Re153542, The Divie
slon Qamander orderod the lst Battalion, ROP 148 to atback through ROP 142,
with two companios abreast to solze the town of DORAENDASK (R-1654),

At 1610 hours, Componies A and B, moving abraasfl, were possing olaronty
of 142 ROT for the assenlt om DORRENBACK (R.1854), Mesw rosistonco, comm
pistiing of machine gun fire frau well ecnsonled pillberes, self-propellod fire
and prowarrangod artillery and nebolwoerfar comogntrationsg, medg tho lst Bobe
talionds advanoo slow and troacharmisy Deapite the hoavy rasistonce imposed
. the 1yt Battalion fram the eloverly propared glogfried dofenses, Lhn Bate
talien santinaed to wodge its way forterd, byspassing md taelating sama of

L, Wl =
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ccadad in gotting one platoon on Rill 543 (rR-1354)
the company following, whilo Compony K roachod tho
ot 1540, Throughout tho aftornoon tho 3rd Battnlio

swinging to tho northoast toward BERGZ.BERN (R-1955).

at 1445 with remnindor of
road junction at R-138544
n continuad its pdvanco

At dusk, lst Bottalion, from ity assambly aron in DORRENB.\CH, and 2nd
Battolion on Hill 341 and BOLLENBORN - BERGZ.BERN Rond, vicinity R~-170559, or.

gonizod for a coordinatod attack on BERGZABERN (R-1
lpunchod at 2200 hours, and os both Battanlions élog

955)s Tho attack was
ed in on tho town from tha

aouth and southwest thoy oncountorod o stubborn onemy, omploying machine gun,
solfepropalled and mortar firo in o dospornto attampt to hold tha last rom-

nant of tho giogfried Lina,

4t tho ond of the day battla wanry soldiors of tho 1st and 2nd Battalion:
‘Wore busily ongagod in mmall arms clashos and mortar cnd artillory ducls as
thoy prossod tho onamy, bloek by block, from BERGZABERN (R-1955), whila tho

3rd Bottalion was morching on the town from tho sou

On through tho mdrning hours of 23 March 1945,

thwost, unopposad,

tho 1st and 2nd Battalione

~prossod tho onomy and as tho outor dofanses of BERGZBERN (R-1955) crumbloed
- both Battalions swopt through and at down waro ongaged in mopping up ond capw

7 turing prisonors of war, Tho 2ad Battalion than mo

vod on to occupy the vile

~laga of DRUSWEILER and the fown of BERBELROTH ngainst nogligiblo rosisbomes by

: 4%t 0500 hours, tho 4th Frovisional Battolion,
- borrowod from tho 753rd Tank Battalion and monnod b
~moved from assombly positions in VISSEMBOURG (R-154
- proparod to move ns a motorizod task foreo to socur
-Rivors 3rd Battalion, at 0730 hours, passed throug

- in BERGZABERN (R-1955) motorizod, with tho mission

with four M443 assault guns
y mqmbqrs-nf-Cannon'Gnmpany
8) to BERGZ.BERN (R-1955),
¢ any routoc to the RHINE

h 15t and 2nd pattaliong
of oponing .tho road to

VINDEN (R-2755). Organizod rosistanco hed congod and tho Battalion moved alor

ot o rapid paca, mopping up onumy stragglors and di
0807 hours found tho Bnttalion in OBERHAUSEN (R-235
Battnlion ontored WINDEN (R-2755) at 1015 hours, ag
‘was busily ongagod in rounding up prisonors of war,
gani zod rotroat to tho RHINE, Horo tho 3rd Battali
tho road for the prssago through of the 4th Provigi

sorganizod groups of snipor
5} Pushing on, the 3rd
oinst light opposition, but
ovortokon in theoir disor-
on assomblod and eloarod
onnal Bottanlion with tho

mission of eontinuing tho morch to the RHINE, coapturing LEIMERSHEIM (R-4458)

‘ond socuring forry sitos at R~458484 and R-457576,
-sional Battalion (motorized) passed through WTHDEN
© ron tho onomy in small arms fight at railroad ¢ross
killing ono, wounding two and capturing 32 prisonor
1y haltod outside MINFEID (R-2952) as the onasy had

Iy

At 1210 hours, 4th Provi-
(R-2755), ongogod and ovar-
ing, vicinity R-286542, .

s of war, but was comploto-
ostablishod a road block,

supported by golfepropolled fire, and a smnll dolaying foreo. Infantry, sup-
portod by tanks and tank dostroyors, dopleyed and succeodad in overrumning +th



ammyis poesitions, taleing o toll of 18 anany killad and woundad, thros snti.
tonk guns noutralizod. snd 75 prisonors of war., On cloaring MNINFEID (R-2952)
tho column continuod ihy mareh fer KNDRL (R-3353) at 1500 hours. s tho co=
lumn movad toward KDL (R~3353) tanks rnd macaine suns fired on the rotragt.
ing onomy. .t 1515 hours the tankminfantry column ontercd KABEL (R~5353),
unopposad, and capturad ae prisonors of war, Holting just long anouzh for a
briof intorrogation of +ho prisonors, tho colupn rogumod its march, dizporg-
ing ond enpturing tho mamy with tonk opd nachine gun firc, ns it mavad, and
ovorrunning manned artill gy ploccos.  Hoad of the column cntored REETNZ. BTRY
(R-3957) at 1808, wish-ut oppoesition, eapturing mora prisoners of var. Torg
tho column was egoin holtod o3 tha muany had dostroyed the bridgo coross the
ERLEN Rivor. Roconnaiscancs was dmmediately inftlntad and at 1830 hours g
by-pass had beon found rnd cloared end tho oelumn rosumod tho moreh for NEp©e.
POTZ (R-4257). On wntoring irutitey (R-4257) at 1645 hours, it wns nocossary
that tanks and infant: v dopley srd nssault +h, tovn, ns tho onomy in its hur.
riod rotront had boon causht hero and o Tight was ovidort as machine gun and
snipor firo was coming fren nmony houses and anumy troops and aquipmont fillad
tho town. Tithout hasitancy, though, tanks cnd infantry rushod the onomy while
ho rompingd surprisod and digorgonized, aproying tho town with high velocity,
machine gun, ond small ams firo cnnibilating overy movablo objoct until the
-~ onany showad ovidonco of surrondoring.  The storming of this town might well
be tormed tho climnx of o doy of wvictoripug warfora. g tho din of hattla
quiotod, approximately 700 prisonors of war wers roundod up, ono battory of
170mm horse drown artillory. ong light tank, ong seout ear plus a numbor of
light vohiclas and miscallanosus onamy oquipmont captured, mid o burning,
holf dostroyod town. Howover, +tho Regiment wag not to stop hors. 1930 hours
found the 4th Provisionanl Battnlion rasorganizing, soarching tho tovn fop
scattorod anemy, maintaining traffic control posts and cloaring tho read and

AL WEUPFOTZ (R-4257) tho RCT motorized column cloggd up and the troops
dismountod. 1st Battnlion assamblad in the town, aa Rogimontal rosorve, and
dispatched patrols to comb the Rogimental arons for enamy groups, whils 2nd
and 3rd Battnlions organized to scontinue thg attack for LETMERSHETH (R~4458)
and the forry sites, R-<58584 and R-457576, raspectivaly, 2nd Battalion Jump-
od off at 2235 hours, mnd capturod tha town of LymiERgHETM (R-4488), azainat
light opposition, at 0415 hours, 24 March 1945, socured the town, ostablighod
local socurity and digpatchod roving patrols, 3pd Battalion jumped off ot
2300 hours with Companios I and x loading and Company L following, Lock of
daylight roconnnissance for routos of approach to the forry sitos, rosultod
in the Battalion having to chongo its routg which caugoed caﬁéidarabla dolny,
and, tog tho enamy still sttanpting 4o got oquipmont across tha RHINE had pro=
parcd hasty defonaas consisting of propared mechine gun and emall armg pogi-
tions, supportad by high volooity Weapons, thereby forcing the 3rd Battalion
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to ongage the enemy ot seversl peints bofors reaching tho banks of the RHINE
River. By 0633 hours, {4 March 1945, the forry sitos hnd boan roached and
roportod ‘secura. Tho 3d Battnlion, aftor sacuring the forry sitos, fannod out
to tho right and loft and ostablishaod outpests along tho wast bank of tha
RETYE Rivor.

Tho third phase culminsted thea Regimental offansivo action. Qur Ragimont
wos the first elomont of ths VI Corps to rench the RHINE Rivar. Tho wholo opo-
ration cammoncing with our broaitthrough in tho BITSCHOFFEN aoctor to tha ronch
ing of tho RHINE nottod a total of 2885 prisonors, mugmontod by a largo nmyme
bor of dond Gomans and anemy oquipmant dostroyod bn~capturad. i

PHASE FOUR

'miring tho peried 24-30 March 1945, 2nd nnd 3rd Battalions potrollod and
outpostod tho west bank of tho RHINE River covering n 1200 yord soctor, 1lst

mitod training and loenl socurity. lst Battalion attemptod two patrol erosg-
ings of the RHINE River, but was forcod to withdraw on oach occznsion by onomy

moachine gun and solf-propslled fira, During this poriod 148 prisoncrs of war
were takon. on 30-31 Karch ROT 143 wag raliovod, on position, by olemonts of
?nd DIM and 3rd DIA (Fronch) and movod to assanbly orons vieinity IANDAU
R-2766Y,

A8 tho month closod the nlliod armiog to tho north wore spooding aast of
tho RHINE in what soamed to bo g complote rout of the Gorman AMy. Tha Rogi=-
mont folt it had contributod groatly toward tho outcoma of ultimnta vietory
ond destruction of tho Gormen prmy. o ‘

g Qaptain,
Adjutant




Clarkin, Thomas R.

FIRST BATTALION

Lt gol 0-19983 st paul, jdnneschta

SECOND PATTALION

0'Brien, Robert L, Jr.... major 0-308359 Mew York, Mew York

Andrews, Theodore H,.

Iynchy WWilliam Rs Jr.

Jordﬂn, Earle H. Jr.
: ieskew, Herbert 3.
Stakes, Harry C»
Prichard; Philip J
Cunningham, Joel B.
’N:t.'zmis; Wilfred A

Brejcha, Thomas I,
1 to 12 imrch
pPhilins, Julian H.
13 to 21 itarch
Hartzler, Gordon J,
22 to 31 imrch

THIRD BATTALION

It col 0=~365318 Caldwell, Taxas

PROVISTONAL FOURTH PATTALION

1mjor 0-38Lk05A Huntsville, texas

COMPANY COZANTERS, L to 31 MARCH 1945

HEADQUARTERS COUPANY

Captain 0~12934600 Auburn, igine

SIRVICE COMPAMY

Captain 0-2055838 calveston, Texas

ANTITAVK COUPANY

captain 0-L075%0 Huntsvilla, Texas

CAMNNON COLPANY

faptain 0-~1288119 Thisf River Falls, rinn,

HEDICAL DETACHMENT

J&ejor 0=3L512}4 Camdsn, Wew Jersey

HEADQUARTERS COMFANY FIRST PATTALION

1st Tt 0=1312485 EL gerrito; california

DOLPANY A
Captain 0-411058 Chicagp, 71llinois
st 1t 0~12¢3919 Houston, fexas
st 1t (=1312921 Goodland, Kansas



Chambera, Ceorge L. captain 0-377577 ¢ Milwaukee, Wisconsin
1 to 20 r»arch ’

Brancateo, Jacoh 3, ist 1k 51315008 mfialo, 1Bw York
21l to0. 29 1mreh

Selviz, Kermit ., lst I I=1296270 Opelila, Alabama

30 to 31 pareh

CURANY

SR

Wethsrbon, Thomas y. Captain - 0=1290796 Chicago, Tllinois
ifﬁ CHPANY D
Thomas, Horace j. 18t 16 0+1295047 Portland, 1mine
1 %0 23 mmrch = 25 to 31 smyeh
Douglags, parrell v, let 16 0-12980h1 Garden City, Kansas

2l 'preh

FEADQUARTANS COMPANY SECOND BATTALION

s

1dtchelly cecil 1,

1 to 3 ihreh ~ 9 4o 29 wirch
Hunn, Walter 1,

i to 8 rarch - 30 to 31 mMarch

Gaptain 0=130674L2 Defiance, ghio
REC) I D-lifi27ey Ghillicothe, ghio

COMPANY F

Lindstrom, John K. 1ot 14 O=130L750 North walpole, u, u.
1 toli jareh :
Iarson, peter (auT) ist 1t 0=38L739 omaha, ebraska
% %o 33 preh
COUPANY 7
ierigeld, Frank A. Captalin 0=321306 S?iic&g@ T1lincis
COMPANY G
Streicher, yithelm o, 1st It 0=-3006573 Seazovilla, Turag
140 16 iarch
Harris, »lbert Y, lst 1k 0-1295371 ifillerston, Pennsylvani
17 to 31 :aren
COMPANY H
Thornburg, Cyril Fe let 74 0=131017k Auburn, Mebraska
HEADQUARTTYS CONPANY THIRD RATTATION
Pall, 1mrbtin L. Jr, Capbain 0=1269024 Fort lyer, virzinia



COPA I

Hancock, Harold R. Captain 0~129LL70 Dallas, Toxas

COPANY X

Cox, QIDean T 1ss 1% 0~2055220 Waco, Texas
COMPANT L
Jackson, Samuel T, Jr. 1st It c~130k223 corpus Christi, Texas

COMPANY M

Walchow, Allen J. 1st It 0-13018Lh5 Tonawanda, Mew York
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CONGLUSIONS OF REGIMENTAL COMMANDER

( Respite far from the front for three weeks or mers ramovos all
troce of battle fatigue from troops and thoy atart fesling fit and

capable of fighting and benting anyono.

CHARLES ¥ . DENHOIM

folonel, ' 1434 Infentry

Qommending .
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The Pirst day of April 1945 found the 143rd Infantry Rogimont, with 1334
Fisld Artillery Battalion (108mm) and Compeny o, 111th Medical Battalion at.
tachod, on tho march from assambly positiong ip thg LANDAI {9-2786) araa to tho
IEIBRUCK N (Q~?272) Broa. 43 tha troopg assemblod for tho move tho ovidence o
battle fatigue was notad ameng nll officers and man, as thisz was only tha zo-
cond timo sines the assault londing in Southsrn FRANCE en 15 August 1544 that
the entire Combat Toam had been complotaly withdrown from the ling,. Howavar,

23 the troops movad wostward and away from thoe battlia 2014, thers waz sn un.
dauntod spirit among all, Roat, ralaxation and rehabilitation loy ahoad and g
brilliant record of victorious warfars wns loft behind,

The RCT clesod in tha ZWEBIBRUCKIEYN aran at 1300 hours, with 1s% Battalion,
commandod by Lioutonant Colonel TIOMAS R, CLaRKIN, 0-18983, of a7 PAVL, ¥R
3074, aggambling in NUNSCIWBILLR (QuBSSQ), WIND3BERG {Qm8558) and HOMEISOHIRILER
(Q-BS?O); 2nd Bettalion, lgd by Major ROBERT L, O°BRI¥N dR., 0-308559, o Naw
TORK, Niw YORK, in WillHaiZpmy (Qmaé?Qj; drd Battalion, under tho eommpnd or
Lajor MARCUS W. ADiLS, 0-389273, of MHITSSBURG, KWTUCKY, in BLIZSK,Srar (g-6571)
4th Frovigional Battalion, undor Eajor WILLI N R, LYNCH, JR.. 0-384058, of
HONTSVILLE, TEX.S, in EITTELR,.CH (n-7168); Rogimontal Hondquartars and Honde
Quarters Company in IXHRIH (9-7270); gurvies Coempony in RIVSCHWEIL:n {I7368);
133rd Fiold trtillery Sattalion in HOHENOD {Q=9078) and Compony €, 11ith Modiggal
Battnlion in HOMBURG (q-7180),

Tho now oroa bora al1 the marks of racent battlos and p Gonquered populncs,
Mony of tho towns and villagos, oxcopt for 5 fow sootiarad suburbs, wore ol th
duced to Jogged rutbly hacps; tho Gorman paupla.plundaring through thoir deg-
troyad Possossions, grugbted the PCCUpPYing troops with Sxprossionloss fnoess nnd
on atmosphara of logt hopu. Tha Countrysids wng scarrod with sntrcnchmﬁnta,
barbed wirag, minofiolds and countloss conerota casemonts, Tho vallays wors
‘dottod and torn wWith dostroyed and abandongd oquipment, and avan though the war
was baing pressod into the hoart op GERMANY, mony milos onst of thg RHIVE, ob-
sarvotions cloarly cutlinad anothor job to by acoomplishad bohind the linag,

Tho ROT's mission was to oceupy Bpproximatoly 2000 aquars miles mnd assigt
tho 411ied Military Govormmont in thg unforcoment of milltary law and ordar,
which antailad scroening tho civilian bopulation, salvarineg fond and aquipmant
for squal rodistribution, guarding militory installations and maintaining moto-
rized potrols and traffic sontrol pogts,

Immediately after the assambly of troops, commandors and staffg initigted
'reccnnaissgnca of thoir assigned sactors in proparation for the ocoupation and
onforcamant of military order and astablishad locnl sacuriby within Bottnlion

Or'eas.
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2 4pril wos o busy doy for all,  Each Battalion blocked all axits from
tho tovms in which they were assembled with ‘armod guards, mnde o thorough
- search for weapons and scroened tho civilian populaca, Motorized patrols werag
netive throughout ths RCT sector approhending sugpicious persons, roporting
abnndoned enemy equipment and suppliocs and enforeing curfow regulations. Troops
not engaged in supporting the Military Govermment conducted small unit train-

ing. ] :

. During the period 3-11 jpril 1945 systomatic plan was inauguratoed for
the mission of occupation and support of the uilitary Goverrmont. 4 mobile
‘sereening unit was sot up which convasssd the sector syatematically, compro-
hensivaly spot checking padestrians, housey, rofugees, and tronsionts.  This
unit continually picked up German prisoners of war in small outlying communi-
ties and on mein routes leading through tha soctor. ;ny locality wns convagsed
on call at very short notico. ;11 towns end villagos viore posted with Military
- Government posters snd each unit fulfillsd the responsibility of enforcing mi-
_ litery laws and-ragulations;:motorizad_patrols'vigitad all inhabited localie
ties in the sactor of responsibility at lenst once during every 24 hour po-
. riods 24 hour check posts wore astoblished ‘at road notwork contors with moto-
_.rized pntrols institutoed betwaen chack points to pick up -and transport to the
- IFW coge for intorrogotion ‘any porsons dotained by the chack posts,  Guords
wore furnished for all critical installations, both military ond ecivilian, which
included Displocod Persons Camps, roilrosds, bridges, ammunition mnd engineor
dumps, factories and public utilitiocs, ' _ . N

.. During tho doy of 11 ;pril 1545 a1l unitas continued their mission of
screening, salvaging and maintaining military law and order, whils commznders
and stoffs of all Battalions initiated roconnaisspnce praparcatory to the onlarge-
mont of their sectors and tho raliaf of olaments of Sovonth ;rmy Security Come
mand which was maintaining o Prohibited Frontier gons along the GERM/NY-FR;NCE
Border ond guarding military installations. ‘ e e oE

. )2 4pril 1945 found the entiro RCT shifting to toke on now and largor soc-
tors of respensibility. 1st Battalion displacad to the towm of J.GERSBIRG
(@-7085) and W LDMOHR (Q-7087); 2nd Battalion displacad to I,SHOFEN (Q-7680) and
. shifted its boundaries of rospousibility; 3rd Battalion, with Battory-c, 133rd
Field Artillery Battalion attachad, romaingd in BLIESKuSTELa(Q—SS?l),“but ag=-
. sumod rosponsibility for o largor soctor, ineluding tho reliaf of Ssventh frmy
_ Socurity olemente along ths GERM/NY-FRANCE frontior and tho ostablishment of o
Prohibited Frontior Zona consisting of choeck posts, road blocks. and motorizod
patrols, ond took . ovor tho guard of the Displaced Forsons Comp and military
instellations in HOLBURG; Battory ¢, 133rd Fiold Artillery Battalion took ovar
the security of ZWEIBRUCKEN (Q=7272) and tha Displacod.?brsons'Camp in ZWEIBRU-
- CHEn., Thczmilitary-installutiona'guqrdqd by 3rd Battalion consistod of wmuni-
~tion and enginocer dumps, railroad stations, and captured onany .equipmont and
_Bupplios, Tha Displacod Porsons Camp in HOMBURG contnined 7100 Russimns and

[}

o
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tho ZWEIBRUCKEN Comp containod 7500, For administrative and contrel purposos,
oqch of thege comps, with the assistance of Russian 0fficoras, wero orgaoni zod
into three Rogimonts to ineclude Battaliens and Qomponies. Pergonnel of thoso
camps, caslide from theirp intra~comp duties and drill, woro amployod throughout
tho Rogimental soctor to ropeir damogod railroads and nssist in the salvago

of oaptured munitions ond aoquipmont. 4th Frovigional Battalion, now camanded
by Major LOUIS H. RESSIJ.LGC, 0-23454, of MOBILE, ALGBIMA, and occupying o com-
paratively small sector, ramained in MITTELB.CH (Q-7168), establishad local
seourity, enforced military law and maintainod motorizod patrols; 133rd Fiald
4rtillery Battalion (less Battory C) displacad to KOLIWEILER (1-8801), occupicd
2 new sactor, organizad now patrol routos and continuod to screon towns within
1ts now soctor of rosponsibility, 41l troops of the ReT, not angaged in ocou-
pation and in tho enforcament of military law, conducted smnll unit training,

During tha pariod 13-23 april 1945, tho ROT continued its support of tha
Military Governmant and as tho 1st, 2nd and 4th Provisional Battalions and 1334
Fiold irtillory Battalion complotod seraening thoir respoctive soctors it was
necassary to maintain only a limited numbor of guard posts and motorizod pat-
rols, thoroby releasing a largo porcentage of onch Battalion to participato
in an extensivo training progrom in preparntion for future ocporations apainst
the enamy, The 3rd Battalion and Bottory ¢, 133d Field Lrtillory Battalion
wers complotoly occupied in maintaining o prohibited frontior zeme and guarding
Displaced Porsons Camps and military installations. During this poriod thorae
woro two roportod incidenta of displaced persgens (Russions) loaving thoir con-
finomont nroas, organizing into amnll bands, and raiding noarby towns, taking
shoop and chickens for food. Both incidonts wora thoroughly invostigatod and
the guard strongthoned or warned to b aspooially alsrt during hours of dark-
ness for porsons attempting to loave the camp. A\ f'ew cnses of sniping worae ro-
ported and all woro investigated immodiately, WNo smerican casualtios were sus-
tai.ned.

During the wftornoon of 24 4pril 1945, elomants of tho 28th Infantry Divi-
sion (110th Infentry Rogiment) startod the reliof of all guard posts, Displacod
Fersons Camps and the Prohibitod Frontier Zone, as RCT 143 was to ba complotely
reliovad of its prosont mimsion and Propars for movamont ocast of tho RHINE
River. The roliof program was carriod on throughout tho night and at 0835 hours,
25 April 1945, all posts and installations had boon roliovaed and rosponsibi ity
for the sootor was assumed by tho Commanding officor, 110th Infantry Rogimont,
Upon completion of the roliof, 3rd Battalion asgamblod its troops and startad
e mmall unit training pregram, ;11 units of the RCT, consarned only with local
n;aurity, pursuod an gxtonsgive treining program from 26 to 27 ;pril 1945, inw
clugiva, :

The morning of 28 ;ipril 1945 found the anﬁira RCT again on the mova, Dee
parting tho HOMBURG area st 0700 hours the RCT started a 300 mile motor maroh
for GUNZBERG (X-8787), sast of ths REINE River, Upen oleging in assambly arsag
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the following morning at 0700 hours, tho RCT ramained assambled throughout thao
doy in Divigion roservo, praoparod: for furthor movemont, .

On 30 ;pril 1945, RQT 143 bogan motor march at 0800 hours from the GUNZ-
BIRG (X-B787) arca for assambly positions vicinity ISSING (Y-3933), Whilo on-
routo, 4th Provisional Battalion was haltod at 1400 hours, assemblod in BUR-
LLCH (Y,,-2851) and givon the mission of soarching out the immodiato vicinity
for oconcontrotion campes, war oriminnls and decumonts that would uncovor parties
rosponsiblo for war atrocities. Tho soarch disclosod sevan concontration cemps
and 312 bodios of political intornoccs. 1st Battalion nasamblad in ISSING i
(Y-3933) with tho mission of invostigating the town of ENTRLCEING (Y-45640),
Whilo onrouto Companics £ and F woro ordarad to investigate digturbonces in °
POLLING (Y-5418), but found the town in ordar, Tho RCT, loss lat snd 4th Bate
talions, closad .in assambly positions vioinity MURNAU (Y-6003) at 1900 hours,
ostablishod local seocurity, and ramained in Division reserva, ‘

As tho month onded, momentous events on ths battlefronts prasagaod a.,ap;aads

termination of hostilities. Rosted, trainod and choored by tho good nows from
all fronts, tho troops advanced ecnce moro toward tho combat zona, That this

was to bo the final effort somed to evoryons a cortainty, apd in the haarts of

all was the forvent hope that the war would soon: ba ovar,

- lat Lt, 1434 Infanbe S
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U. 8. BEORIOTED

HEADQUARTFZS 143RD INFANTRY REGIMENT

A¥O 3G, U. 3, Army

BATTALICH COMMANDERS, 1 TO 30 APRIL 1945

Clarkin, Thomas R.

OtfBrien, Robart L. Jr.

Andrews, Thoodore H.
1 to 9 April
Adama, Marcus W.
10 to 30 April

Iynch, William R. Jr.
1 to 4 April
Resgijac, Louis H.
5 to 30 ppril

FPIR3T BATTALICW

Lt col 0-19983

SECOND BATTALION

Mejor 0-308359

THIRD BATTALION

Lt Col 0-365318

Major 0-359273

PROVISIONAL FOURTH BATTALION

Major 0. 354058

Major 0-23454

8t Paul, Mimesota
Naow York, iaw York

Caldwell, Taxas

Whitesburg, Kentucky

Huntsville, Toxas

Mobile, plabame

COMPANY COMMANDERS, 1 TO 30 APRIL 1945

Jordan, Barle H, Jr.

Maskew, Herbart 3.
1 to 16 ppril
MoCarthy, Justin V.
17 to 30 ppril

8taltes, Harry G.
1 to 4 ppril
¥eQutcheoon, John J,
5 to 30 April

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Captain 0- 1293600

SERVICE COMPANY

Captain 0-2055838

Captain 0-1285461

ANTITANI COMPANY

Captain - 0-407590

lgt 1t 0-2055066

Auarn, Maine

Galvaston, Texas

Waw Yorlk, New York

Hunteville, Toxas

4Huttq Toxas
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CANNON COMPANY

Prichard, Philip J. Captain 0-1288119

. MERICALL DETACHMENT ..

Cunningham, Joel B. ¥aojor 0-34513‘;

Thief River Falls. Mina,

Camdon, New Jersey

Ninnis, ml_fred_ ke lst 1t 0-1312436
COMPANY 4

Hortzler, Gordon J. _l_st Lt | | 0-1312921

- COMPANY B

Selvig, Kermit H, ls_t 1t o 041;962_70
R COMPANY G

Na‘_b:hartqn_, Thomas H. Captain | ”0-1290796
I : R NPT D

1at It 0-1295962

Thomas, Horaca A.

HELDQUARTERS COMPANY FIRST BATTALION

El Cerrito, California

Goodland, Kansas

Opeliksa, Alabama -

Chicago, Illineois . .

Portland, Maine

HE,DQUARTERS COMPANY SECOND BATTALION

lgt 1t

Hunn, Walter L. 0-482727
COMPINY B
Larson, Peter (MMI) Captain 0-384735
COMPNY P
Ward, Elmer §. lat Lt 01683477
COMP/NY G
Horris, ;lbert H. lst It 0«1295371
1to 2 spril « 7 to 27 spril
Merigold, Frank A. Captain 0-.311346
3 to 6 /pril ’
Baers, Frmk L. 1st LIt 0-1288030

v 20 -

' Chillicoths, Ohie

~ (Omaha, Nebraska

Ivanhoe, Texas
Milleraton, Penngylvania

Chicagd, I1linoie

Lonsdale, Rhode Tsland
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Thomburg, Cyril F,

COMP/NY H

lst Lt 0-1310174

Auturn, Nebraska

HE,DQU.RTIRS COMP/NY THIRD BiTTALLION

Ball, Martin L, Jr.

Honeook, Harold R.

Cox, QOfDeoan T.

Jockson, Samuel T, Jr,

Malchow, £Allon J.

Captain 0-1289026
COMPNY I

st Lt 0-1294470

COMPLNY K

Captein
COLPANY L

Captain

0-2055220

0-1304223
COMP/NY M-

lat Lt 0-1301846

Fort Myer, Virginia

Dallas, Texas

Wao 0, Texeos

Corpus Christi, Taxas

Tnnn’nanda. New York
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HEADGUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISIQ

1A

£PO 436, U. 8. Lrry

CPERATIONS IN CERMANY

1 TO 10 MAY 1945




CORCIDSIONS OF THE RSGIMINTAL COMANDER

With vigtory ours wo oro net ummindful »f the
guidod sur lendors, and of the mony comrndos, no 1
by tholr samorificos mado it possibla.

o



OPERATIONS IN GERMANY
1 10 10 MAY 1940

. — NI ST

On 1 May 1945, the 143 RCT in Division Raessrve with the 133rd Fleld Ar-
tillery Battalion, Company €, 836th Tank Dastroyer Hattalion, Company €, 753d
Tank Battalion attached, waes ordarsd to assums the rasponsibility for policing
and patrolling the ssctor sdjacsnt te LURNAL, BAVARIA, GERMANY.

Whilse policing and patrolling ths sscteor, 143 units ware to chsck for:
(1) pockats of resistance, (2} concentration camps, (3} enamy squipmsnt end
supply dumps, and (4) refuges centers, In addition, slemsnts of ths X3 re-
lieved elements of the RCT 141 puarding insballabtions; warshousges, bridzes, and
two trainloads of pelitical prisonsrs, one at SZEESIAUPT Station {£~5%§l§9} and
one at TUTZIG Statien {Y~543295}s

Daily patrols wers sent ou® along presarranged routss thru %EELKSﬁi {583~
211), WILZBOFEN (578258), MOUATSIAUSEN (601289). A cache of alaborate radie
squipment was found in a castls in the town of BAHL (5729) and was closaely
guarded by units of the 143, o :

In EFFELDORF (683144), 1000 Jews fraed fram 2 ccncantratlcn sanp start.’
od lootinpg the town. In an effort to kesep them from mingling with oivilians,
and spreading diseasa, troops of ths Jrd Battalion 143, were sant sut to con-
trol them and get tham back intc the camp. o .

: During the Regimental screoning and mopping up opsrations on 2 Msy 1945,
822 prigoners of war wsre spprehended, while our 2Znd Hattalion un;ta angagad
alght resistlng 33 trocps killing %threo and ﬁapturlng tha ramalndara '

. Tha dlsposltlon of tha units of the iéﬁrd Infantsy around ths Heg*manﬁal
CP at MURNAU (Y-6003) was as follows: lst Baktalion at ISSING (Y-3933), 2nd
Battalion at SEEHAUSEN (Y-5804), 3rd Battalion at OBER EGLFING {Ymaaag}, 4th
Battallon at HURLACH (Y-2851). .

Troops of the lat Battalion, 143, guarded the ﬁERLIﬁ Ingtitute of Tache
nology whare valuable ingtruments and equipment were housad.

Continuing in Division Reserve, all units of the 143rd continued their
raspective missions of scresning, policing, and patrolling thoir designated
- areas. During 4 May 1945, 184 prisonsrs of war wars rgundgd up and merched
off to thae FW cage.

On 5 May 1943, tha 7th Army Radio Station broadcast svery 15 minutes un-
til 2000 hours (thersaftor svery half hour) tho following mesaage: 'ALL troops
of German Army Group which opposseg 7th Army have boan ordered by thsir ceme
mander to surrsnder at 1200 hours, tomorrow 6 lay. Ferward units of 7Hh Army
are directed to remoin in placs and cease furthor eombot at once by command
of Lisutenznt Genersl PATCH".



On this sema day Idoutenant Gensral FORCHAS, Cozmnanding Genarnl, Gorman
Amy Group "G", surrendorod with strict ordors to his command that thero would
be no further firing. While all onany troops facing the 143 belonged to this
Army Group "G", communicotion botwoen units was so poor that it was thought
that individugl olements would surronder not ag o group but as separate units.
Plans were mads for proposing surrender negotiations %o the onemy units diroct-
ly opposing 143 olemonts along tho fluid front line.

Units of the 2nd Battalion rolieved units of tho RCT 141 in the vicinity
of SCHARFEN (024048} along tho oast sids of TEGERNSEE whils the 4th Battalion
Ploced = gunrd on o worshouse containing medical supplies at GUND (oo13).

As & result of the scracning and patrolling activitios o 143 units, ap-
proximately 500 prisoners of war viore processod thru IPW chennela,

Meanwhile, the RCT moved itg GF from MURNAU to TEGIZRNSEE, GERMANY (016~
099) to open at 2000 hours. In the lst Battalion aron in tho vicinity of BAD
M0LZ, tho troops went inte good dofensive positions with olments acheloned
to thaeir roar to kosp tho onemy from possibla infiltrotien, Buring the day 5
Moy 1945, approximatoly 500 prisoners were processod thru Regimentnl PW chan-

nels,

In the acroening of nll Goermang only dischorpga popors issued six months
or more agoe warae honorod,

German troops remained undor control of thoir officars undor guard ond
fupervision of Americon soldiors.

411 displacod persons wers sent o displacod porsons contors. Prior te
tho opening of such centors such porsons wors gethored togothor and sollscted

in aroas designatoed by our units.

Bocausa of secarcity of suitable supplios of blankets, mess kits and por=-
sonal equipmont, the surrendoring troops were permitted to rotain all parso-
nol bolongings. Food supplies ware to be supplied in so far a8 posaiblo by
. tho lecal mthoritios. Stroin on food supplies wans tremondous sinco the civia
lian supply was subnormnl.

All duriag tho doy of 6 May, our troops wore held on position in antici-
pation of tho active murreador of tho Gorman XIIIth Amy Corps.

On tho aftornoon of & May 1945, the Rogiuontal Exooutive Officor, and
Mnjor SANFORD H. WEBSTER, 0-23°%2, Commandimg Offisor, lst Battglion, 143, of
KINGSTON, RHODE ISIAND, 1st Li.atonont WILLIAM D, MAC GIBBON, 0.508201, Rogie
montal S<2, of PORTLAND, OREGON, with Private First Closs FRED POPPER, of NEW
YORK CITY, the interprotor, in a Joop under white flaps appronshod a road blesk
mannoed by the cnamy in the vicinity of BAD TOLZ, BAVARIA, GERMANY, in tha 1lat
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Bottalion, 143 soctor. Accostod by Garman puards, our mon stopped until our
mission was oxplained ~ that of nagotiation for German surrondor. . Immediato-
1y our-party wes cond 4 to tho Gorman Commonding Officor of the Company in
position: in this aros, (his Gormmn officor -joined our group to net ag the
gaido o agcort our party to tho Battalion CP. From hore thay woro escort-
ed my Unjor KINKE, o Bettalion Commander of tho 37th 88 Panzor Granadior Re~
gimant of tho 17th S8 Panzor Gronedior Division, ‘to Rogimont. Pagsing on
foot soveral hoavily dofondod rosd bloeks and thru’innumernble Goman troops
in hoavily dofandod positions, the 143rd party, bypassing_DiviaionIHeadquar-
- tors, roached the Gorman XI1Ith Corps OP far in tho rear of the front lines.

- In tho XIIIth Corps CP woa tho Cemmanding Goneral, Liocutenant Gonoral
WALTER HAHM ns well ns sovoral Gorman Wohrmacht Field Officers and 88 offi-

- cors. Tho status quo of the oxisting front linos was definitely astablishod
and following that, - tho 143 officers made proposals regarding futuro naogo-
tiations for tho Gorman surronder of all units facing tho 143. Aftor tampora-
Ty arrongament  “or tho surrender nogotiations ‘had boon worked out, our 143

sparty atarted k for the:front linos oscorted by the samo German officar
puido. - Bach time a road block was oncountorod, tho group got out of tha car,
wnlkod around tho block whila tho Gorman officor commandeerod the noearest car
on the far side of tho block and the party would procood. At sovoral points
along tho route bridgos wora blewn. At one point tho party passed a bridgoe
and looking back thay noticed that tho bridgo was not only carofully prepar=-
od for damolition but alao that the adjacont arons waro hoavily mined, No-
ticing thoao %1ancaa at tho dofonsos, Major KINKE said with o mmilo, "I fix
your panzorsl® . S S ' o

At one poeint whoro tho road had boan blowm, watar, Xnoo doop, splashed
egainat the sidos of a procipitous cliff, Tho sombination of ruggad terrain,
idoel for defanse end tho defense ingtallations thamsolves moant that a pro-

~posod 143 azsault on those German-held positions might bring honvy and-savoro
casunltios, . o _ SR ' R . o

- During:tho antire roturn trip whilo our party passod countlass numbors
of Gorman, goldiers, the ascorting Gorman officar stood on the car's rumning
board: to ‘cloar pnssage and to assuro safo conduct of our officars® party.
Again roaching the front lings, tho escorting officor loft our party and the
143 officer party roturnod to the Rogimantal CP ot TEGERNSEE. L

Coinsidontal with this visit to Gorman hoadquartors of Licutonant GColo-
nol CLARKIN, Major WEBSTZR, ond ILisutonant MAC GIBBON, a Cormon Wolkswagon
undor twin whito flags passod thru Company F outposta. Its occupants include
od o Gorman colonol, a Gorman captain, and n Tirst sorgoant intorprotor whe
wore oonducted by 1lst Lioutonmnt ZIMER 8. VIARD, 0=1883477, Ocmanding Offioor
Campony F, 143, of IVANIHDE, TEXAS, to tho Rogimontal CP at TEGERNSEE, BAVie
RIA, GZRMANY. Tho Goman colenol, spoaking for tho Gorman XIIIth Corps Cem-

- mandor conforrod with Colonal JOIN . ALBRIGHT, 0-7305, Commandi-g Offioar,

143rd Infantgy Rogimont, of COLUMBIA, S0UTH CAROLINA, who roprogantod tho
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" Ay Ocom Gfﬁcdru ﬂi ™ tha noxt throo hourg plons wors for.
“‘3“‘&. for the formnl mgﬂﬂﬂ “'%:f aptire ZIIIth Gorps ot 1300 hourx 8

Provious to tho arrivn} at ﬂ;’ﬂégzmentnl Hoodquartors of thoge Gorman
Corps roprasontativos, troops of ‘tho 2nd Boattolion, 143, found that a supa-
rato group of 800-800 Gormon troops, nostly 83, faoing tham noroas & rood
bleok south of TRGERNBER, wantod o officor to nogotiato thoir surrendor,
Aovordingly, Nsjor ROBERT 'L, O'BRIZY JR., 0-308359, Commonding Officer, 2nd
Battalion, 143, of Naw YORK OITY, with tho nid of an intorprotor and his
drivor rodo into thq 33 linos, bypnssod tho rond blocks bafere than, wore
ascostiod by tho Commending Off4cor of this sootor, and worg subsogquantly guid-
od to tho Gormm Regimontal CP whoro tho Gorman Commanding Orfigcor lmmodintoly
dirooted than on book furthor o thae OF of the 17th 98 Panzor Gronadior Di-
vision. All alemg the Woy onamy troops from sovoral units inoluding Gorman
WACE wora ovorywhora in ovidaoas Suddonly hore far bohing tho linos, two
dmorioons -~ a liqutanant and a privote roan out to Hajor O'BRIEN'S gar. From
‘tho MP Platoon ef tho l4lat Infrntry Rogimont, this Amorican officor and

i

Continuing on, Major O°BRIN end his party arrived at the Division CP,

and were met by o powerfully built, black-haired, fanatical appearing 88 of-
ficer, who was Colonal BOGHEIAN, Ccmnanding Officar, 17th 33 Panzer Grenadiosr
Division, our party dismounted and entered the CP. Wearing many decorations
including the Iron Cross, Colonel BOCIRiAN wae not the least bit intereated in
surrender, Imowing full well the excellent dafense positiong held by hig forces.
Moody and aurly sbout the proposed surirender, BOCKALAN was not wall supported
by his ataff officers, who aa s Eroup were very anxious that the surrender go
through, and they atarted talking immediataly about possible surrender arrango-
‘ments. Then surrender preliminariss had bean gone over, Major O'BRIEZN, taking
the 141 officer and enlisted man with him, returned with pProper escort to our

At 1300 hours g May 1945, the designated day of surrender, of the Gsrman
XIIIth Corps convoy, headed by an escort of 3ix motoreycls military police
praceding the Commending General, XIII Corps approachsd tha predetermined sur-
render line. Lieutensnt General WALTER HARM, a stern, stiff-necked soldier
of the o0ld school, dismounted and Approachad the staff officers of the 143,
Erect and with great dignity Lisutenant General HABM with hig staff, and Dj-
vigion Commanders mado formal surrendor to Golonel ALBRIGHT,~ It was learned
that the 17th 33 Fanzer Grensadiar Commanding 0fficer hed committed suicids
with one of hig gtafrs officers. In an atmosphare of cold business, the sur-
render was formally compleoted within 15 minutes and the flow of surrendering
Geman forces gtarted across the surrender lins, Firgt the German staff of=
ficers, followed by the troops of the 17th 538 Panzer Grenasdier Divi slon rid-
ing on wide assortment and deseription of vehicles (any that could. offer
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- tremaportation) and finally remsants of the Wehsmacht Divisiona. All vehieles
- wers ogcorted into a field whers a motor pool of. csptured vehioles wag formed.

At this point, the Gamen troops detrucked, assembled into their various unity

- and began the two kilometer marsh to the FH oocge, .As the troops marched by '/

 designated points, thay placed thair equipment in piles - arma, ‘szmmni tion, o

gas masks, ote. Actually more squipment had been throwm awsy or abandoned in.
the hills than was egsanbled in the mall orderly piles. SHo much amany equib-
ment had been overrun that little wes left for the onamy to turn in. I1lugy
trative of the desperate straits of the Gorman forces was the fact that when
surrender nsgotiations started, the troops of the XIIIth Corps hod only a two
~day food supply., The 12th Labor Battnlion turmed in one mineswaeper ond two
lengths of rops. Their plight clearly showed the lack of copacity of the en-
amy to continue longer roesistanca.

The surrendering units included o vast nssortment of various and sundry

- units of all types of troops. Soume dofinite units were cloar ly definable,
~and three of five infantry divisions idontificd warc units thatthad formarly
opposed the 143rd Infontry in combat within FRANCE. The 198th Infontry Divi-
sion had fought at MONTELIMAR, FRANCE. Tho 16th Infantry Division had furioug-
ly atruggled agninat cur advmeco at the Gormen proposed "Wintor Line"; at the
MEJRTHE Rivers, The 17th S5 Ponzer Grenadier Division had boan activa oppo=
nents in the BITCHE, FRANCE, Area, Tho remaining two infantry units were ths
407th and the 19th Infantry Divisions, Othor mimcellanoous units weres - thae
~2lst Flak Divigion, 1lat Company, 84th Worfor Artillery, 12th Labor Battalion,
{most of wham ware boys, 156 to 17 yoara of age), 269 GHQ Artillery Battalion,
M snginear cumpeny, railroad workers, ond a specinl atate police unit, In
addition to this amalgum, there wers many stragglors from the units which had
rotreated bofore the Allied 5th and 8th Armiocs in ITALY. dmong the porsonagasz
tuken prigoner and in addition to the atrictly military porsonnel was Horp
DORSH who carried the equivalent ronk of Lieutensnt Genersl and was one of tho
organizers snd oxecutives of Organization TODT. Total Germon ‘military person-
nel surrendering to the 143rd Infantry wos 1107 officors ond 15,937 enlisted
men. Coptured enemy equipment included 985 assorted vohiclos and trucks, 16
AA guns, ono armored car, 10 artillery piscos, 88mm stondard fisld guns, 11
ton and a half truckloads of mmall arms crmunition. Both mon and aquipment
appoared to be of infaorior quality, whila their officars oppeared to bo arro-
gant, overbenring, damanding of strict diseiplino from their mon. This wos
bast ovidanced by the mannor in which tho men Jumped at tho command of thoir
officora.

All the noxt day tha surrandaring troops continued to come in and froem
this doto up thru 13 May dotails on the assimilation of tho PW's and thoir
oquipmont kopt our units busily occupiod.




mont, The war in Rurope
hoights in the hopo that




. BATTALION COMMANDERS, 1 to 10 MAY 1945
 FIRST BATTALION

Clarkin, Thcmaa Re . Itogol . 0=-19983 . 5t paul, Minnesota
ol be 3 May - ' '

Webster, sani‘ord He Major . 0~23222 Kingston, Rhode Island
I May to 10 May S _

SEC OND BATTALION

O'Brien, Robert L. Jr. . Major = 0-308359 New York, New York

THIRD BATTALION

Adamse, Marcus W, Magor S 0—3592?3 I‘-’hitesburg, Kentucky

CCMPANY cczznmnms, 1 to 10 May 19h5

HEADQUARTERS GCMPANY

Jordan, Earle He Jr. = gaptain 01293600 Auburn, Haine
| SERVICE COMPANY

~Mcgarthy, Justin v, Captain  0-1285L461 New York, New York
ANTITANK C(MPANY

McCutcheon, John J. - 1st Lt E 0-2055066 Hﬁﬁt;), Texas
o " MEDIGAL nmacm&mr o
cﬁx_mingham,‘ Jopl B :, m’a;or 0-3h513h Garﬁdeﬁ, Néw Jerssy
| CANNON GG.IPANY -
'Prichard, Philip J» = captain - | 0-1288119 Th:';ef ﬁiﬁer. Falls, Minn.
| HEADQUARTERS cmmm FIRST BATTALION e
Ninnis, Wilfred A,  1st Lt 0-1312h36 El Cerrito, California
= - - o o cm?m A } o lman i
* ‘Hartzler, Gordon J. 1st 1t 0-1312921 Goodland, Kansas
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COMPANY B

Selvig, Xermit {. 1st 1t 0-1296270
CMPANY C

Netherten, Thamas H. . gaptain 0-1290796
CQIPANY D

Thamas, Horace A, Captain 01295942

Opalila, Alabama
Chicago, Illinois

Portland, Maine

HEADQUARTERS CQUMPANY SECOND BATTALION

Hunn, Walter L. 1st 1t 0-1i82727
COMPANY &

Larson, Pster NMI Captain 0381739
’ COMPANY F

Ward, Elmer &, 1st 1t 0-1683477
| ‘ CQMPANY G

Beers, Frank L. ist 1t 0-1289030
CCMPANY H

Thornburg, Cyril Fa 1st It 0-1310174

Chillicothe, Oﬁio
Omaha, Nebraska
Ivanhoe, Tqas
Lonsdale, ﬁhode Island

Auburn, Nebraska

HEADQUARTERS CQMPANY THIRD BATTALICH

Bali, Martin L. Jr. captain 0~1289026
CQMPANY I

Hancoek, Harold R. captain ' 0-1294470
. COMPANY K

Cox, O'bean=Tn Captain 0-2055220

- COMPANY L :

Jackson, Samuel T, Jr. Captain 0-1304223
| ’ COMPANY ¥

Malchow, Allen J. st It 0-1301843
- 15 o

Fort Myer, Virginia

Dallas, Texas
Waco, Texag

Corpus Christi, Texas

Tonawanda, New York
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CONCIUSIONS OF THE REGIMENTAL COMMANDER

Although tho shooting phass of tho Nezi war ia ovor, imorican troops
marching forwnrd in tho For Pacific romind us that our war will not boa
ondod until tho romcining onamios of our Unitod Statos havo joinod thoir

ancostors or copitulatoed, .
LGl
) . rd g -~ /- ’
- : > ’( l{ I I
THOMLS R. cm@n « /A e

Lt Cols, 143rd Infantry
Commanding



OPERATIONS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA“~@

11-31 MAY 1945

The mementous occursnce of V-E Day had now pessed. It had long been
sought by the members of this Rogiment, PFew Divisiona could claim as long,
arduous, sustained combat toward that end as ours,

The wiork continued, accepting the murrender of tha_Ganﬁhn Forces and en-’
forcing its uncenditional terms, However, in everyones mind loomod the thséugh’
what now? : ' ' '

Immediatoly following the unconditional surrendsr, SHAEF relsased the poir
systam involving the principles of discharge and reloase from the servicae for _
onlistod mon. Soon aftor, some of those with high points in the Rogiment
started homo. Thoso ware mainly mon from Nationapl Guord doys of mobilizatioh
of this Division whose combat rocord dated with Salernoc and 0ll elong tho way
to tho ond of tho war; and mon with childron to boost thoir adjustod sorvico
roting ‘scoros, ’ : ' :

Novortholoss, without uhy idoa of what our future would Bo, io., occupa-
tion, combat in tho Far Lost, going home, ote., tho Rogimont sottled down at
onco to. do tho job on hand. : : '

On 11 Moy 1945, %ho Rogimont loss tho 2Znd Battalion maintained guards
on military installations and prisonor of war anclosuras ond conductod limited
training, Tho 2nd Battalion commondod by Major ROBERT L, O!'BRIEN JR., 0-30835¢
of WiSHINGTON, D.C., ramainod in tho TEGERN SEE Aron anforcing unconditional
surrondor toms ond maintaining control ovor units of tho XIII Gorman Army
Corps. o Sy _ : :

Oporotions instructions from Diviglon Hoandquartors rocoived. lnto on 11
Moy 1945 indicatod roliof of our Division in tho prosont areg by tho 42nd Di-
- vigion ond clomonts of tho 10th wrmoraod Division, Wo had now boon rolioved
from ottachmont to XXI Corps and attachod to tho VI Corps. Wo wora alortod -
for tho movo to a now aroo, . : : : S

- On 12 Moy 1945 o party of tho 10th frmored Division contnctod tho Rogi-
mont in proparation for the iminont roliof. Tho olmmants of tho 10th Armorad .
Division woro to roeliavo our Rogimant while the rast of tho Division wns to bo
rolisved by tho 42nd Infontry Division, That day 1400 prisonors of war wore
transforrod from tho PW cage in BiD T0LZ, to tho PW cago in SCHLIERSEE. - Op-
dors woro thon rocoivod by Division that roliof would be offoctad by 14 Moy
1945, Tho Division would thon zovo into tho 'KAUPBRURDN.LANDSBERG soctor,

The Rogimontal soctor was to bo tho LiNDSBERG-MERING Lron, . '

-3 .



Tho principles of rosponsibility in tho naw soctor worg as follows;

2. Protoction of supply installations, supplamonting ag nocosanry
tho installption guords and coordinating socurity monsuras,

b,  Socurity of rodlroods, MSRg, potroleum pipn linas ond critical
signal ingtnllntions.

Se Protoction and disposition of captured onomy matoriel and sup~
plios ag directod by curront 4dminigtrative Ordors,

Disarming ond pelice of civilian populstion.

9. Support of Military Govornment, ’
. \
fa Disciplinary control of all troops in sectors, including mam-
bars of nll .lliod Forcos not undar diroct command of VI Corpa.,

Ge Mnintonaneo of rond blocks to provent unmuthorized movement of
civilians or Gorman military porsonnel. ‘Utilizo solactod rond
blocks to chook Propor uso of motor volicles and +o roport uni-
form and oquipmont viclations, : o

h, Bateblishmont of aoourity of occupind towmas, amp loying trnops"
locatod in the towms, Boeurity posts will roquire all pargomnasl
#® To iduntify thuamsolvos by pass word or cradantialag,

1. Maintonaneg of continuous sccurlty patrols to check seourity of
militnry inatallations, arrost suspicious individunls and arrosh
civilions violating control rogulations,

J» Coordinntion with adjoacont commandora. 7
Tho Rogimental CP was installod in L NDSBERG on 15 Moy 1945; tho lst Bat.
talion viecinity VERING, 2nd Battalion vicinity MAKMENDORF, 3rd Battalion vigi-
nity LiNDSBERG airport, 4th Provisionnl Battnlion vicinity L.NDSBERG.

Tho Rogimont assumod tho tnspénsibility of gocuring and guarding tho fol-
lowing instnllations in our croas: . . _ c

8. 143 RCT: N
INST,LL,TIONS o ~ 1OC4TIONS
Small arms factory . yezeem0
- '4 -
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INSTALLATIONS

20 boxes of radar oquipmont

Ordnanco dopot with taonk rapair parts
Army clothing atoro

Gormon military hospital

Hospital

inany demelition dump

Borlin Institutg of Tachnology

RR bridgo :

DP oomp

13 RR cars - gignal oguipmont

_ ganorators "

Warchouso containing ldtchon oquipmont

LOCATIONS

TURKENFELD (Y-4951)
LiNDSBERG (Y-3443)
LANDSBERG (Y-3443)
GRUNTERSHOFEN (Y.4853)
GRIEFENBERG (Y-496463)
Y~315545 ' -
SCRURFING (Y~380454§
LUFERING (Y-340480
LANDSBERG (Y.3443)
Y-455503

Y-205720

Installations at 9th Evacuntion Hospitnl Y-360470

&t airfiold

Chosk posts woro sot up in our sactor undor tho suporvision of the Rogi-

montal §-2 (800 skatch),-

Tho Battnlions immodiatoly mado rocomnaissanco of thoir installations

thoy woro to guerd; troining and recrontional arons woro sot up;

ty was formod for tho arons.

local sacuri-

Tho Rogimont now dirocctod its onorgy in fulfilling the prosont mission,
4 troining program was sot up to involvae throg and o half hours of military
oparntional subjocts vach morning, ono hour I & B nctivitios, organizod ath-
 lotieca, rocrostional poriods, formal inspactions, parndos and soraomonios in

tho aftornoon.

?ho training objoctivos wore to: -

@+ Obtnin tho highost standard of militory cowrtosy, uniform dross,

: gnd’gispiplino.

b Rohabilitato porsenncli

¢+ Obtpin tho highost spuﬁdurd-of maintonanca of arma, vohicles, ané

othor oquipmont,

ds Corroct doficishcios notod in rodont oporations.

O0s Porfoct o?runaivq and dofonsivo action of mmall unitas.

£, Heintain a highfcaprit-uﬁd moralo within tho commond,

uﬁ'-
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On tho 18th of May our Rogimont was roliaved by clamonts of tho 45th Di-
‘vigion ‘in tho TRIEDBERG-FURSTENFELD BRUCK. KREISE 4ron. Tha plan wes to nssuio
tha ros ongibility of tha part of tho L NDSBERG.KREIS now occupiod by tho
Znd DB fFronch) approximatoly 25 May 1945, Thig aroa included tho booutiful
AL'ER SEE.  lueh enticipution wns oxperioncod in rocoiving this aren ns tho
rovreational possibilitios wero many, : : )

- Tho Provisional 4th Babtolion, comendod by Coptain PHILIP J. PRICHARD,

0-1288119, of TUIEF RIVER FALLS, HINNZSOTA, was raliovad by tho lst Battalion,

cormarndod by Major SAHFORD H. WEBSTZR, 0-23222, o-KING3TOH, RHODZ ISLAND, on
. 21 Hay 1945 in tho rosponsibility of puarding installntions G-1, 2, 3 4, G5,
Tha lst Bnttrlion moved in tho vicinity L.NDSBIRG on 21 Lay 1945,

on 21 Hay 1945 our doploymont lists of standing sedurity guard posts
wore ns follows: ' o ' S ‘ o
: NO. OF TOTAL mf°

UNIT LISSION . IOCLTION  POSTS EIFIOYED
Co3 Eusoun S Y-535706 -9
Co G ' Browory (puardoed batwoon MAISALCH - 3
: : 1600 and 2100 hours) (¥-6163) -
Co P Germen military hospital Y-4859 -1z
Co K . Borlin Instituta of Tochnology Y-380434 1 ggd
Co K Installations at 9th Evncua- Y-360470 1 plat
B tion Hospital (nt airfiold)
3d Co 4th Bn  8mall ams factory - - ¥-319450 : 13
3d Co 4th Bn  Znomy damolition dump Y-315545 - 8
Cn Qo RR bridpo , Y-340480 12
lat Co 4th Bn  Ordneondo depot with ropair L\NDSBERG 9 62
- parts ’ (Y-3243)
army clothing storo o
_ - DP comp '
3d Co 4th Bn  Prigon - LiNDSBERG 21
’ : (v-3443)

On the morming of 23 Loy 1945, Lioutonant Colonel THONM.S R, CL.RKIN,
0-19883, ‘of 8T P.UL, UINNESO0T.., now our Regimantel Commandor, roviowod tho
Provisional 4th Battalion, thon disbanded all Units of it o roturn to normal
1/0 ond E. Tho 4th Frovisional Battolion hag servod- its purposc woll in com-

~bat. Now that wo wora in gorrison its necossity hnd coaszed,

‘Tho 45th Division assumod responsibility for the 2nd Buttalion sochor op
23 licy, tho 2nd Battnlion, with Cannon Company attnchod, thon nade propara-~

tions for move into thoir naow eron viecinity DIESSEN, Tho 3rd Battalion mado
roconnaissance for move and rdjustmont-to now boundarios vicinity UTTING offoc-

- T -
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MAGNET CoOvVE BARIUM CORPORAYTION

tivo 26 May 1945. oOn 26 loy tho Rogimontal CP displncod to UNTER- SCHONDORF
on tho (JwiZR 8EZ, tho 2nd and 3rd Battaliong raspoctivoly to. DIZSSEN and U .
TING ou the AMLIER SEE, o

Tho naw.aron or rathar tho now aroa absorbed by tho adjustmont of boun-
tarios was in itsolf n rocroational playground. Tho lako had numorous sail
“bouots, motor launchus and various boating and Pishing facilitios. - Tho ndja-~
cont aroa was vary suitablo for horsaback riding, Thero was no doubt that
morala could not bo any highor at a location such as this. A1l focilitios
for boating, horsobock riding, fishing and oxcursions woro utilized to tha
utmost. Ono could oy that tho 143rd Infantry Rogzimont wag happy to tho last
mnn in sponding thoso days of occupation on tho AMMER SEE. Nowhoro in Contral
<uropa could moro adoquate rocroational Facilitios bo providod for combtat mon,

) During this poriod tho Rogimont controllod numoroug displaced porsons
contors. Thoy ars snumoratad as follows:

b

10C.LTION NATIONALITY : NUMBER

LANDSBERG (3444) Czochoslovalkiang 12
Hungnriansg 8

Jows 254

Lithunnians 1

Polag 44

Russinns 1g

Yugoslave 4

341

UNTER-IGLING (293467) fustriansg 6
Bolgians 1

Czochoslovald ang 3

Fronch 4

Grooks 2

Hollondors 2

Hungnriang 93

Italians 65

Jows 16

192

KLEIN KITZIGHOFEN (258471) Czachoglovakiong 01
' Fronch 1
Poloa 11

Rusginng i

Yugoslavs. 7

2T

- 8 -
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LOCATION

| GROSS KITZIGHOFZN (271476) .

BURLACH (289512)

ROTT (217279)

THAINING (403355)
: oaﬁfz;mmme (243410)

OBER-AJHIHSN (232368)

LENGINTELD ( ;;.a't‘:aga')'
‘HofgtETTa (sisser)
' SNGENEED) ( 481358)

Yugoslavs .

"FPolos

Rigsians

Urroniansg

Gzochoslovakinns
‘Grooks :

Hollandors

-+ ‘Hungarions
v Jowg

Lithunniona

~ Polas ™

Rumoniang
Russians

Ukrenions

Crimoons
- Polos
- 8lovaes
Ukraninns

Yugoslavs

Crimhnna‘
Ruasians

Gzochoslovekiona

Ukreninna,
Ukfanions
Polos

Ukrdniéﬁs

[ %3]
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MET COVE BARIUM CORPORAION

1OCATION
RIEDIRAD (508370)
DIBSSEN (510330)

roRGma(sTsuz)

ULMENDORF (365397)
PITZLING (347399)

STOFFEN (36.2388)
MONDRACHING ,(346337)
STADL (366343)
Pi‘iﬁ@onr (;5,75546)
LANDSRERG CASERNE (331427)

'B&l&lunn .

'lllmggékgtr
{Broakdown undotormined )

Bolgiona
Bulgarions
Czochoslovakinng
Fronch
Hollandors
Hungariong
Italisns
-Lithuaniang
Polas
Rumaniong
Ruasiang
3wodos

Yugoaslavs

Hunzariana
Polasg
FPolas
Polag
Ulraniang
Fronch
Rusaions
Polos

natrions Y

Bolgionsg - O T

WUMBER
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LOC.TION N.TIONLLITY ~ NUMBmR
10C..TIoN o NaTIONGIZTY NULBZR

LANDSBERG CASERNE (GONT'D)  Jows . g2z
- : ' ' Lotviang 22
Lithuanians .48

Pclos | 896

Ruasinng 2724

Spoaniards ] 31

Swodas 1

Tugoslavs ’ 137

| | G353
LiRGER MO, 2 (301432)- (Brockdown undotoimingd) « ap
UDETH (290430) ~ Fronch 12
Hungerinns 83

Italipng B 9

Russinng o 335

' Z15

'KULDERS (482455) Polos 158
ERPFTING (303407) Russiong - 63
ST. OTTILIEN HOSFIT.L (261496) (Eroakdown.undatoqminad) 1617
HOLZHISEN HOSPIT.L (27548) (Brogkdosn undotorminod) 400

Fortunately for our Rogimont, fow problams oxisted in maintaining high
moralo and discipline, Roat canp quotas woro small and infroquont, howovar,
tho facilitios aveilablo for rocraction in our aros mors than componsntod for
the lack of rost camp quotas. Training poriods wora scalod at the right
arount of timo to obsorb tho intorost of tho troops. Only one preblom, that
of non-fretorni zetion eppoarod to be.ono that nooded adjustmont in tho futurg,
to provont it frem bocoming too groat o problen.

In its ossonce, non-fratornization ving high prineipled, but somohow its
thoory didn't tako in tho countlass childron waving ot tho soldiors, tho count:
loss young girls dosirous of male componionship, tho countloss soldiors horo-
sick mnd doairous of fomalo oompanionship. Tho problaus and opinion involvod
aro prosonted horowith by tho Riginent's Battalion Cormonderss

linjor SLHFORD R, WEBSTER, 0-~23222, commonding lst Battalion:

"Tho non-frotorni zation policy ndnna to tho avercgo fmorican soldior that




ho will abstain from arjoying the plonsantnass of tho Gorman homo-ang from *au
componionship of tho Gorman woman. It is rarg for o soldior to bo discipliz-
od for frntnrnizing with Grrmen non, Tha mich more cormon braach of tho new
frntornizat;qn policy +rling placa vhon o soldiur's dosiro for o woman o hig
irhoront fribhd%@nu:ﬁ fer aryou~ gats tho bost of his bottar Jucdgmons, Thy
noiiro of the /morican scldior is such thnt hate of any Peopla =~ ard it taigs
ar. cmotion ns girong ns hata to ovorcomo tho inborn dosireg of mon for Lo con
ponionship of Ny accoptabls woman - is foraim to hinm, Four yoars of war and
fighting havo not madg tho soldicr hate tho Gormans. The camparatively ongy
lifg or oceupntion sortainly will not make him hate tho Garmans githar, The
non-fratirni zntion ordor will bo onforcod to the bogt of tho ubility of rnll
comiandors, Tho najority of troops will oboy it, the ainority will not "

Uojor ROBuRT L. 0!BRIDN VR, 0-308359, commanding 2nd Battalion:

"The non-fratornizabioen policy ns laid dowm 1ig oxtrenaly difficult to on.
forco now that hoztiiition have coased ond soldiurs have nora opportunity to -
Giva vont to thoir Brogarious neotures, While it is folt thot docroos and
fict pronouncaments Vaich tomd to logislato the bagie human impulsos are wrong
of thomsolves, Bovurtiholass thore ig dofinite purposo for tha non=fretorniza
tion polisy which Hony mon ovorleoole, Thg poople of Gormany de nat fael n sons
of guilt, or monifent my fooling of raspongibility for craozting an unwiso
Eovornmant and duliboratoly fostoring a world wars Thoir ambitious londorg
ad docila follawgrs to tho ond of ths rainbow of world Supromacy can only
bacome awaro of thuir foulsg by constant rumindsr, oxnrossid in torms of g
non-fratornization policy.  But to onforco such g policv on mon of variod na=
turos and intolliponco roguires wisg planning nnd ig primorily on oducational
prejact, cortainly cufficiontly importont for much publicity to be Eivon to th
adrartagos of non-frotornization, This publicity could wall ba erystnlizad in
& documontary film for corpulsory showing to nll officors and mon, Eoroovar,
groater affort could woll be dovotad to aducnting tho Gorman citizons ns 4o
Just vhy such a'policy has boen diroctod agninst thom. FPunitive action to com
pol complianco with thig policy ig inhurantly q sign of woalmoss ang davalops
in tho soldior who ig not c¢anplotoly awnro of thg Purposa of non-fratemizn-
tion tho dosirg %o try in ¢lovor ond dovieus ways to aveid oboying tha docroo.

Major MARFUS W, ADAMS, 0-359273, commanding 3rd Battalion;

"ifter o'radsonabls longth of time during cembat ang aftor combat oxpo
rionca with tha progont non-fratornization policy, mnd aftor considaring o11
tha argunonts pro and con I faol surce that the policy ag it standg now, will
net worlk Ovar-odeng poriod of tinmo, The ransons ara nany but £irst of nll
md nainly it is rot natural for & non to bo without fomining companionship,
If oach individunl could be suro that ho would bo loaving the country within

o short poriodqu*ﬁims, thun T would axpoct him to rafrain from sacking com-
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lobster, Sanford H,

1.

leCarbhy, J’izstll’l V.

Cunningham, Joel B,

Prichard, Fhilip J,

Selviz, Nemit H,

fordan, Farls Hoy Jr,

BATTVLION COHIAND

GRS, 11 to 31 VAT 1oLy

FIRST BATT LI0N

Major

023222

SECOMD BATTA LION

Major

0-308 353

THITD WA TR IIoN

-

Kingston, Ihode Island

Mew Yorlk, Iew York

Major 0-359273  hitssburg, Hentucky
COMEMIY CORPLIMERS, 11 to 31 MY 1949
HEADCUA RTERS COMPANY
Captain 0-1293600  Auburn, liaine
SRIVICE COMPANY

Captain

0-128%4L62

AHTITANE COMELNY

0-2055066

ist It
LEDICA T, DT CHUmNT
Major 0-3L5134
CVITHON COMPANY
Captain

0~1280119

Hew York, Vew Yorik

Hutto, Temas

Camden, Vew Jersey

Thief Rivsr Aalls, Minn,

HEA DO RIERS COMPANY FIBEST B. 7T, LION

1st It

COMBANY A

Ist 14

1st I

ge|
il

0-13175L35

0-1312921

0-129627

1
Goodland,

Hanzas

Opelila, Alabama

Cerrito, California

209



-
Stk e 17
2 ‘{ﬁ’u“,fﬁg Iia
b ~ &
NOTRCE L.

26

Hancao

rence,
3t tay

Lo

mim
'Mfl-kj

16 R

w da et

Ead
I

Hareld f,

i

oo

/
i







