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HEADQUARTERS 155th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
Camp Edwards, Massachusetts

Januvary 13, 1943

GEMERAL CNDERS:
NO. 1: _
l55th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALICH ALERT PLAN

References: TH 86, 36 Inf. DlV., Novenber 4y 1942; Loading Plan
155th F, A, Bettalien; TM 2, 36 Inf Div., January 4, 1943,

1. Objectiva' This Dattalion will be prepared at all times to
teke the field in an emergency. .

2, Alert Signals:

&. The Division Artillery Commander will notify the 155th F. A,
Battalion that an alert has been gounded. .

b. Batteries will be notified by telephoﬁe an& meésengér.

3, The alert contemplates an eventual return to the same camp area.

4, Action on Sigmal: When a general alert hes been sounded the
following immedinte action will be taken:

8. Battalion Commandewm will rEport to Division &rtlllqry Heed-
. quarters for further instructions.

b, Battery Commanders w;ll report to Battalion Headquarters for
further 1nstructlons.< .

L. First Sergeants will assemble batteries in battery areas and
stand by for alert orders ) B br:;-: .

d, All absent peraonnel wlll ba nat*fied by Personnel Officer to
rejoin units at cnce. Sy Sty

5. Douioment ggg'g;ethin . Fuil /B4 ﬁieia’ﬁqﬁiﬁménﬁ and diothing
w 11 he taken, All,secticn.T7E§. TR - .

©- 6. Uniform: Field ée}vice, ﬁ/fﬁll field, W/gas-mask o

7. Rations: One (1) days rations beginning with breakfast the
déy following the alert will he earried, Mess Sergeants will, have
boxes for the packing of rations. - T e

8. Hoar Detachment and Guard: The following will romein ot Cemp
Edvards, as a rear detachment and guard'

One {1) Officer for the Battalion vho will be ‘dedigncted ot
the tinc of the aleri, .-, 4 . e .
b Ome (l) non-comnisszonad officer from Headquarters Battery
familiar with records. . SR T N
c; One (1) ncn-commlssicned officer from each battery familiar
vith supnly, - . - :

4. One (1) non-commissioned officer from Service Bettery in charge o

»f Battalion Warmhouse,
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&. One (1) man for eaent ‘barracks huilding. from organization
occupying building to ferm bottalisrp.quard,
T
£. One cook from Headquarters Batiery ie operate rear detachment
mess in Headquarters Battery Mess hall,

Z. One 3/4 ton truck vill be left by Service 3Jattery,
B. Onc days ratien per individual assigned to Rear Detachment,
2, FPropertv:

a. In general, all property which is not taken will be left in iis
normal place of use or storage with due regard to its safetr,

k. Porsonal belongings of enlisted men and clothing in clcaoss of
T/BA will be placed in barracks bags ond tagzed with individeal's noic,
rank and scrial number. Barrscks begs will be stacked on floor asar
front door of barrocks to which men are nov assigned,

&. Individuol property, personol end government of men sialr in
hospital, men on furlough, prisoners swsiting triel by Gensral Courts
Hartial and others vhe may be expeetud to rejoin their organizations in
the fiold, vill be left in chorge of bottery supply guard., This oquip-
ment will be delivercd te the individusl upon his return,

d. Buildinzs 7111 be scrupulously policed, furnaoces cleaned, water
cut off and pipes and beilers drained, and bulldings locked. The sznior
non-cormissionnd officcr oocupying cach barracks is responsible that
these orders are corried out and wil} sceure and teg koys with building
number and deliver them to Officer in charoe of rear debachment.

.G« Officers cquipment and loeckirs will be stored in Building 1445,

L. Froperty list for each building will bo prepared in six ecopics
for coch building, One copy =ill be nosted in the building and the others
delivered to the Gfficcr in Chorge of rcar detachmont for delivery to
Custodinl Officer.

g. lloss Scrreants will be responsible. for policing, choeking,
preparing proporty lists and turning in keys for moss halls,

10. Records:

a. Strentth return will bo made by Persemncl Officer te the
Division Adjutent Genoral, ns scon os posrcible after tho slort si-aal
has beon given. The report will include the numbor of Officurs, Worront
Officers and enlisted men and number and types of vehicles to depart
vith bettalion,

b. Service RHecords and ellicd papers of enlisted personnal left
behind, +ill be indorsed by Porsenncl Officer to Commanding Officer,
Rear Detachment, Cemp Edwards, Hassachusetts, and delivered to Hoad-
quarters, 36th Infantry Division. Roceipts in triplicate 1vill be tolion
for theso reccords.

The mon leoft behind arc not the seme for zll types of aleris,
nor under all possible modifications, but in erder to facilitate nrompt
wernring over, records listed belew vili be completed correctly for all
men vho may be left behind, These include all men vho are sick in
heepital, in confincment, on special duty, on furlough, or sclected to
“emsin with Rear Dotachment., The recerds will be comploted on mimco-
sreph forms and on the Cripginel YD AGO Form 33, together vith Serviceo
Arcords of mon in guostion. These rocerds.will then be filed in o
=rvarnbe file, When thy stetus of en individual changes te vhere he is
ac aepger lioble to romain behind, these temporary mimeograph records may
ro dustroyed and& Scrviee Record roturned to the usual file,
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Commanding Cofuecr, hosr bofralwond, ri%1ud 9 andicmen the soldfa-!
status, cnd eomplotel to shor crarccier nnd efiicioney rating,

{2) Sxtvech from Service Rusord TD AGO Form 25 will b esualotod,

(%) Truc ecpics of Forma 32.and 33 for men left Schind -1 4o
rrepersd end cortificd by the Supply Officcr of each battery, Frue conics
will be fil=d in tho unit files. The original of forms 32 a-d 3, wildl e
dolivered o the Persenncl Officer. : SRR

11. Eriority of Aetion:

Je Motification of individuals in publie places in vielnity of
Camp Elvards by Hilitary Poliee, Individuals living off tho post il
be notificd by thoir units by telephone or tolegraphi: Official messancs
e 1ougsory, o L

3. Fruprretion bf porsonal proporty and . equipment, All Individunls
7ill presarc thoir equipment shd proporty and ropord back to thelr soctions
n6 soon a8 pozsible vith full ficld cquipment not lator than Alert RARLE!
thirty (30) minutos, . SR

g. Organizat:enal Property 1ill be loadoed 88. soon as irucks ronord
by scedions - npergoancl vill ropart ts truck and sccbion chiof will
rupors to Bobiery Commander vhon seetion is "Conpletely Alorted®.
Vehieles wrill asswmc positions in ~olumn as shomm 1% curront 155%h T, A,
Brticlion tintor Vohiele Movement Assignment Table. - -

* g, Fattelion Staff Officers will report to Battelion Hondquaricrs
o rseeiva ndditicnal instructions at Alert plus thirty (30) minubcs.

%. Patiories 1)l roport number of Officsrs, Worrant Officers, cnd
men leoving with orgenizstion and bames ond soriel numbers of individunls
remeining behingd e Battalion Hondquarters,

L. Battalion Adjuiupt 711l send gunrd to 1400-1500 Blosk Guard
Hounr to shizin nrisencrs to be returncd to units,

5. Porsonnol Officer will prepnre telegrans to porsomnel oa losve
ordering them to report for duty ot once. Obimin strangth renorts rod
propore groeinl roster ond returns.

B, Boticlien Ammunition Officer will draw froe Ammmition Dimp
armun.tiz lo~d ruthorized by Division Ammunition Officer for specifie
alegt. He rll call on battery ammunition treins for additional
vehiclas, 1 voquircd fo have authord sod losd. Small arma emmunition
on hwnd il 9o distributed to batteries and carried by units,

1. Bcottalion Supnly Officer wAll have an invontory mede of surlus

food ubuve onc doye rotion for the purposc of turning in to Pivision
Quartermastar, ST

1. Bettclion Commander will notify Commonding General, 3%tk
Divisior 2:0i11lory ~8 8con es Battalion is "Coniplotely Alertod”,
12, Niscellancous: TN
% irisencrs at -ork will be retirned to Block Guard House..
Trizeroree pel renes arbonced vrigoners nwalting trisl for minor offonses
UL L edleased Lo umits, o i .
h. Uzaliesd remdelin «i11 be rolcased to orpanizetions at once.

T LTI, u0Ts Y slavion proporiy A1l béthéndlad a8 follows:

o L ....:__.___ .__;;v‘- e . .
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{1} Cots, mattresses, pillows, shects, pillov cases, bed sacks,
cogfortors, chalra, tables, and other property in barracks Ulll be stoehed
and stored in barracks to vhich they oro charged. Small equipnent, such
as light bulbs will bec boxed. Equipment issued Officers will be storod
in doy room on first fioor of Building 1411 nnd room will be locked, Heod-
quarters Battory will furnish a non-commissioned officer ond emch battery
will furnish one nan to report to Caph, Willimm D. Waldrop ot Bldg. 1411
ot Alert plus thirty (30) ninutes to anccomplish thisa,

{2} Other organizational equipment will be stored in supply
roons nnd Battalion Hendguartoers Building - list of materials left in
these buildings will be preparcd and submitted as in 9, f. sbove.

d. Hotor Vehicle Movenont Londing Plans will be kept up to dato
at all times and reassignment of individusls ond equipnment effected in
compliance with any subsoguent changes in T/8h or TO's for this Bottalion,

¢+ Battory Commanders will prepars and kcep up to date detailed
Alert ¥lans for thoir respective batteries. All Officers and "Koy"
enlisted nen will be assigned funetions and will be thoroughly fomilinrized
with their dutics under the Unit Plan, Cheek lists will be propared for
cach Bottory Officer and enlisted mnn charged with o Porticular Alert
Duty - Copies of Bottery Alert Flan, truck loading schedulo, and check
iists w1l be subnitted to this Heedguarters—-

By Order of Licutcnant Colonel McMURTRAY:

JAMES E. TAYLOR
Major, F. 4.
5-3
OFFICIAL:
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L. Battary ‘G.O reports to fn Bq for inforgetion
%y Firnd serpeant forme Buttory im Biry area and stands by for grders
3, ALl shsont persormel w11l vedoin units at onoe
ke After rossiving alert oriere »

e, Unifers-Trld morvise w,Full f1eld, wibas msk

+ Eqeipmert.fl T/BA elothes and equipment will be taken, nothing
9. Sectiornl 7/MA o utpment

¢, Rations ¢ Oe £l day'c rut doma boplnmng with breakfogt she
£61lowing will be carried, ) '
5. Firet Ggt 11 be reaporoible for Rear Det and Guard do be 1oft at Camp
Edvardn

8. 1 mn conmisriomd of figer far smyply
by 1 man for such Porrocks bidlding for Gwad
0. 1 day's rutilons per Andividual somigned te RD
ds Hroms and seriel no's of wen rewriidng behdnl
6, Stpply Sgb Schulia will bs respousible for property to be laft bohind

repertywﬁlhlurtinmlﬂm&mwm
lc.fatyamrbom.gcbegngeowm ’

yowt and Station property to te stored and stagked im blig
to wideh mycg'mmd. 5081l artioles boumd.

&, Iista of miterialy lefy in sash plase, § coiss of sash bldg 3 os
poatad on bidg and 5 dlivered to Gffiser in charge of B

4, Temporary records of Forms 32 and 33 for »on sbpsnt o 1ot belin
10 be made and left with 2D

Te ¥Rns 3gh Oxtes will he mmomihh:art

Polieing ball, cheek in property aring property lirke
twrmdog 4n Reys 40 mese W11 » BT *

b, Cetting equipment end rations loaded inte his trwsk
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Susjnt!lbnt-obehﬁﬂuhimmﬁlm

To ¢ Pexresamal Sectiun, 155 F.A, Bn,

e followdng numsd TN Are Yo be lsft behind in Btry,
"B" frea when tha Battalion 1 gted ¢ ‘

3. Swply-Opl, Taton, B,B,, agn 2081632
2, Quardg of Barrecks Bldgy,

8¢ P¥L, Bard, Fred W,, Asy 35130408 6941 1508,
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DATE: 27 September 1943

OFERATIOQY - "AVATEICHEM

H TR B

THE THVASIOY OF ITALY

A bhistory of the actions of the 155th Field
Artillery Battallon during the landing aof the
36th Infantry Division on the shores of Italy,
end the subsequent establishment of a beach-
hend in the viecinity of Paestum, Ttaly.
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OFERATION - WAVALAINCHE

¥hile an endless raln of bombs,falling in almost saturation point
intensity was devastating communications and military installations from
Sapri to ililan and from Taranto to Rome, the Fifth Army in Africa was
dressing domn the last rough spots in it's highly trained invasion forces,
In the forefront of these forces was the T-for-Texas Thirty-Sixth Division.
Long in preparation for just such an operation,. General Walker's 36th Infentry
Division hed spent the last fer montha in Invasion and Battle Mraining in
varlous sectors of the huge Fifth Army Training areas in North Africa, Ome
Unit of that Division, the 155th Field Artilisry Battalion, presently under
the command of Major Thomas T. Atkins of Hampten, Virginia, had conducted
service practice and maneuvers from Bsdeau in Algeria to Port Lyautey in
French ¥orrocco, and back to Mostagansam, Algeria, Our history is concsrned
with the experlences of this unit, : '

On duguet 27, the {irst units of the Division began loading its large
numbars of waterproofed vehiclss and radios, guns and crates on the vast flo-
tills which was wailting for the time to sall, fThe masses of plans and loading
charts involved in such an undertaking kept staff and battery offlcers busy
right up to the momsut of embarkation; and it was not until ths evening of
3 Septembsr that the entire 155th Field Artillery Battalicn was loaded and
battened down, ready for the hop to Salerno.

On the morning of 3 September, the men of the 155th Field Artlllery
Battalion, after their overland trip from Port Aux Poulas, Algeria to Oran dnd
Mers El-Kebir, were put abosrd the following ships:

U.8.8, Andromeda-One Officer and ninetean enliuted men ,

U.5.4.7, Funston.Three Officera and ninsty-iwo enlisted man.

U.5.4.T7. Stanton~-Twenty Officers and one humdred and twenty-ssven enllisted

men,

U.8.8, Procyon -Ten enliated men, _

U.5.8. Barnett -Tno enliasted xen, - ’

3 British IST's -Seven Officars and two bhundied and aight enlisted men.
The balance of ‘two officers and ons hundred and seventsen enlisted men ware
left at Oran and Alglers to errive in Italy oo D.plus 7 and D plus 12, The
entire loading plan for the Battalion Btaff and Headquarters Battery had to be
revised at the last minute because of limited capacities of certain boats, and
it was not until the morning of 3 September that t.ha above loading plan was

completed.

The Battalion loaded under a limited vahiocls and instellation plan,
allowing only for the absclute ainimum of equipment conslastsnt with operations
for a short period. The firing batterisa were equipped with 2 1/4~T CiR,

4 4=T Prime Movers, 4 2-1/2-T Cargos and /4 155ma Howitzers each, Thelir com-
munications equipment included 5 mlles of ¥-130 wire, 3 miles of W-110 wire,
10 ER-B-4 telephones and 3 SCR-610 Radion esch, Battalion Headquartera and
Headguarters Battery travelled in 2 3/4-T CAR, 3 1/4~T C&il, and 2 3/4-T
Woapona Carriers, This transportation carried one Sixdrop PB=71, 20 miles of
wire, 10 EE-B.A telsphones, the Battalion Badio Sectlon with 4 redlos and 5
men, the Battalion Instrument and Survey Section with Transit and 2 men, Fire
Direction fenter with their Fire Gontrol Tables &nd 7 mesn, and 12 officers and
104 3nliated msn. Hervice Battery travellsd with 1 4-T Wrecker., This equip-

.- ' 4
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aent, representing only ~ fraction of tic normel avperizational transportation
aid equipnent, was destined to carry the battalion through the critieal landing
rhase, and the subsequent sceuring of the Salerno beach-head,

Life on the boats, although crowded somewhat beyond the intimacy atape,
®as quiel and uneventful., This quiet, however, wag mede elsctric by an under-
current of antieipation, by an increasing senge of the approach of the landing
day. 1The daily routine of police and generegl quarters, fire alsrms and boat
stations practice was alrays slive with the feeling that perhsps this tims,
the alarm was the real thing, The slightly helpless feeling that always comes
to a soldier on a bomt, vhere he iz merely g Ppamsenger, not imowing where he
irs going nor by what route, por when he will arrive - whether the enemy is
close by or a thomssnd milea aray - cata also to the men of the 155th; cut an
imbred senss of faitk in the Navy saved the memsation from being one of appre-
hension, snd made it instead a vifﬂi’ing sengs of sxcltemént, The great,
boriron-to-horizon convoy was slmostws intimate a group of units as an ordin-
aTy pivouac ares.

Phe days slipped by, sometimes unknown crags of islands astandipg off to
the port, sometimes the mainland of all too familiar Africa on the starboard,
Bizerte, with 1t's ruined port and itfs thousand ships slipped by late one
afterncon, 4 day later the north coast of Sicily, with Palermo in it's pro-
tective ring of hills, silently watched the progress of the fatefnl convay.

As the dey drew nearer, the tension mountsd - beooming a thing that
could almost be felt between the men, Converssticn was studiedly casual; the
routine went on as if it were an end in ihaelf.

Suddenly, without wernirg, on the evening of 8 September, the loud
speaker announced the surrender of Italy snd the cepitulation of Badoglio's
Government, First there was a moment of silence, then great cheers and whiatles
broke out. The tension wne gone. In it's place, some had a feeling of let-down
and anti-climax, but a fevw moments of scber reflection made it perfectly clear
that although the Italians had given up, therewere still great German forces in
Italy, and that the fighting would ba, if anything, stiffer than ever.

The celetrating quieted down. Routine took over. The skip was darkened,
and the boat team commanders began their final preparation to unload the troops,
With silent, deadly efficiency, the last rehesraals wars run through - the last
inspections were made, Inatruictions were lssusd in subined voicea. Orders
were carried out by the precisicn-trained teams, and when, finglly the time
came for lowering over the sides, everything was in readineas, Out of the
oppressive silence of whispers and running feet and ereaking winches, the first
bogt's motor roared to 1ife and a phosphrescent wake glittered as the tiny
cralt rasred away to it's rendezvous area. From then cn, the night was alive
with the sputtering of new motora, with ordera shouted in hoarse voices, with
the constant moving of troops up the hatchways and down over the landing nets,

-2
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Shortly after 0200 hours, 9 September 1943, the crulsers and destroy.
ers opened flre on the bsaches, The nipght sky which had been so dark was now
aflame. Gercan planes carme over immedistely; the sky was laced with the
startling red pattern of anti-aireraft fire, Huge flares, dropped by the

. eneny planes, seemed to atand in the eir and shine with conetantly inereasing
trillirnce, lizhting up the entire bteach and the ships out in the twy, A fem
cinutes later, the first save of landing craf't swept up to the beaches and the
long-promised invasion besgnn,

The various batteries of the 155th bezan unloafddng frow their different
ships. Since the orlginal perscnnel loading plan had been changed subsequent’
to the londing of the vehicles, the Batialion Staff and Cperctions Sectien and
7C" Battery Command Group had to be transferred at midnight from the U.S,A.T.
Stanton to the U.3.3, Andromeds vhere their vehiclas and eoulpment were. "M
Battery Command Group rvere transferred to the Barnett. At the =ame %time our
Infantry were advencing on Altavilla from the West, While in liajeon with
this foree, Lt, Kosclskie was rounded by shell fragments and evacuated to a
rear srea. The first group arrived on Red Beach {mse map} at 1145, under
beavy enemy fire, The mssembling of the Bpttalion was not completed mntil
2000 hours. The firat battery to get assembled after resching the beach was
"E* Battery, commanded by Captein August C. Yoser Jr., which went into posi-
tlon in the vicinity of Paestum at 1400 hours.  "A" Battery, commanded by . |
Captain Lavrence D. Gllmer, was in position at 2000, ‘The Battaliom OP'S wers
in position and reporting at 1415 end the Battalion CP was placed in positien
(85.,300~03.400 Rocen Daspedie, 1/50,000) at 1815 hours, This area, occcupied
on the first day, maa pear the ancient walled city of Pasatum, A1l comrmmieation
nere lmrediately installed; fire direction center was put into operation;
observers went forward; survey wns initiated; and the: Battalion, less "C" Battery
was ready to deliver it's decisive and destructive fire by 0430 hours, 10 Sep-

tember.

On 10 September, shertly after daylicht, "A"™ snd "B" Batteries, having
reglstered on a common bree polnt, fired a concentration of 38 rounds on a
Croas Ronds near Alhanella, using map data. The effects of thims concentration
on enemy vehicles and troops could not be observed, At 0910 hours, "CM Battary
comrmanded by Capteln Willlam D, Waldrop, pulled in, immediatmly dropped trails

and entersd the firing, .

During the morning, Colonel Thomsa J, Shryock, Exmcative Officer, 36th
Diviglon Artillery, arrived at the Bntialion CP and directed that a Battalion
concentration be placed on the mountnin city of Albanella, Observers reported
that the 83 round concentration wns very effsctive on enemy emplacements, Ho

other concentrations fired on this date,

Early on the momring of 11 September, the Battalion Commander was ordered
to prepare fer a forrerd displacement to the mrea of Matlpella, near the junction
of the Ls Cosa #nd Caldre Rivers (00.00 - 13,010, Campagna Sheet, 1/50,000).
at 1000 hours, the Forward Observers nere in position and ob=erving, "A®, "BY,
and G Bptteries vere in positions selected by m reconnsissance party consis-
ting of the Battalion 5-2, Asg't 3-2, Asa't 5-8, Communications

b
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officer and the Battery Commanders,

In the afternoon of this date, Captain Raymond (pmi) Keller, Battalion
Ass't S-3 and l/3gt Walter C, Tucker, Battallon Sergeant-Eajor, were on a
reconnnissance. Having located the position of a large number of enemy troops,
acoul cars and enemy tanks, and having radiced the informstion to the Battallon
CF, they wers returning, On their return trip, following the same road as
previously used, their 1/, ton Jeep struck a land-mine near a blown-out bridga.
8ergeant Tucker ras killed instently and Captain Eeller was serlously injured,
Captain Keller was taken to an aid station and later transferred to a #zhip for
return to a hospitsl in Horth ifriea. Sgt Tucker was turied in the American
Cemetery, Vanuella, Ttaly oo 12 September by Chaplain Goldman 8, Drury. The
writer and thirtsen enlisted men served as guard of honor and pall beerera.

At 1400 hours a Battalion Concentration was fired on a group of enemy
tanks crogaing the Sele River. The forward obesrves reported that 5 tanls were
disebled and the tank column dispersed, Onm this concentration, 128 rounds ware
fired,

On the following morning, 12 September, Tank concentrations near two
crosaings of the Calore River, both above and bslow Parsane were destroyed and
dispersed. Troop concentrations bstween the Sele and Calore Rivers, snd in
the neighborhood of 4lta Villa were fired on, and successful effect waa noted
oo all firing, Four tanks were reported destroyed and the balanse diaperssd.
During the bombing of the beach on thia day, machine gunoers of the Battalion
Motor Shop, situated in Faestum, trought down one confirmed enemy oraft, and
one unconfirmed, During the bombing, Lt, Xiaffer was wowmded slightly by
shell fragments. After having the wound dreased, he immadiately returned to
duty. At the same time, T/ Elton E, Roberss of Service Battery received a
shell fragment, but Ignored it, esrrying on with his duties. It was not until
aeven days later that, undsr orders from hig Battalion Corpander, Sgt. Roberts
reported to the hospital for x-ray snd treatment.

About 1200 hours, this date, the battslion was orderad to coage firing
on Altavilla., Our infantry troops had occupied the city and the situation was
mell in hand. Later in the afterncon, owr formard observers in Altavilla called
for fire on that town, saying that out infantry was being forced to withdraw,
having fallen under heavy enemy mortar and artillery fire. However, it was
deemed to harardons to {ire in the area, since 1t was atill oeccupled by ocur
own troops, Our infantry was forced to withdraw from Altavilla as best they cou
without the cover of Artillery fire which they so badly needed, late in the
evening, at 1800 hours, after the withdrawal had been completed, Colonel
Shryoek visited the Battalion CP, and agaln perasorally directed our fire, He
requested a heavy concentration oo Altavilla, Hil) 424 to the northeast,
and the town of Silentina. The Battalion fired with such effect that great
numbera of German dead were found in the atreets by our revccupylng troops ihe

following worming.
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At daytresk, 0635 heurs, 13 Septbzber, firing began with a great number
of concentrations on vehicular and track movements between the Sele and Calore
Rivers, troop concentrations morth of Hill 424, snd lnereased in intensity
throughout the day. This Battalion was in diract support of the 2nd Battalienm,
1i3rd Infantry in the Altavills area. Apain, homever, the Battalion was crdered
to ceass fire on Altavilla, and when our infantry was again blasted out of the
town by mortar, machine-gun and artillery fire, higher headquartera delayed
permission to fire over the heads of our troops until it was to late to help
their withdramal,

At sbout 1300 bours, Pyt Jos Garcim, "C® Battery, captured a German sniper
in his battery area.

‘Early in the afterncon, 1,05 hours, units of the 45bh Division Artillery
to our left resr hecame increasingly engaged in countering a.large enemy tenk
attack which was attempting m hresk through southepst of Persano, shere tha
Calore and Sels Rivers Join. C(wr observers reported large tank concentrations
in and arourd Persano, sne f:>» up the Calora River, Heavy fire was delivered
ty our obssrvepa, and the battle developed south of Persano., The battalion
supporked the firing of the 158th Fisld Artillery Battalion by means of the
direct nire communications which had been initiated by that mmit and ocut om
Battalion, During the afternoon, a platoon of M-10 Tank Destroysrs was attached
to the Battslion, and was tied in by Survey; mt befors they could deliver fire
in our support; they wers withdrawn for another mission, Meanwhils the tank
battls was being fought with tremendous concentraticn of fire from our Battaliom
and the 45th Division Artillery. The Battallion fired on 2 enemy tank attack
nmisaiona for the 2nd Battalion, 143rd Infantry and one concentration of esnemy
arnored vehicles, Definits effects wers unobtainable, but all attacks waras Te-
pulsed., The progress of the tank battls presenting a threat to ocur rear, local
antietank sscurity in the form of bazookas were disposed along the only possible
avenuss of tank approach. One battsry shifted it's position to snable it to fire
directly to our resr, should the opcasion arise. Largs nuambera of infantry
passing through our position In their retreat from Altavilla were fed and given
medical treatment, and then forwarded to their asmeambly areas for reorganissticn,
By 2000 hours, seventy or eighty infantrymen snd our own local sescurlty conatitu.
ted the only lins between our forces and the enemy. Precarious ss our position
appeared, it actually had mors sdvantages than dlsadvantages. ItIs location in
the river junctions to our left, wnd the fine hill positions to our front and
right made it a highly desirable defenseive position which could have been held
nith a minimum of troops inflicting a saximm of loss on any attacking snemy.
Although tanks appsared to be at our rear, they counld not possibly have directly
attacked cur poaition by reason of the natural barriers imposed by the various
river lines to the left, and an impassable gulch along our front, Our rear afid
left wap made sescure by the fact that the 45th Division Artillery continmed to
hold their positions, and eventually repelled the tank attac with larke lozsas
to the enemy, Due, homever, to the disarganized state of the infantry, higher
headquarters decided not to risk loss of their medium artillery, and ordered
it's withdrawal to positions on the Agnelli farm, a mils and a half portheast
of Paestum, While preparing for this withdramal, an enemy fighter plans, hotly
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chased by one of our pursuit planes passed over the Battalion position,
dropped it's bomb, and in the straffing that eventually caused the enemy
plane's destruction, Pvt lcl William A, Barnett, #B® Battery, one infantry-
man end one man from a Tank Destroyer unit on patrol above our pesiticna

mere Instantly killed, T/4 Norman D, Tucker, WEW Battery and several
infantrymen were seriously rmounded. The smoke from the bomb, drifting over
the CP installations, excited one of the men to the point where he thought

he smelled gas; the resulting alarm cams near to creating a panie in the

midst of the preperations for withdrawal.

The order for withdrawal mas received by this Battalion after dark, and
the necessary reconnaisssnce to the new positiona wae begun immedistely. 'The
Batteries were mlerted to be ready to meckh at 2200, hoad of the column to
form at the cross rosds in Matinella, with Major Atkins leading. They were
ordered to fowm in the order "AW, WB%, SC® and Hq. Service Battery, belng
in a less exposed position, was to move Ister. After the Battallon had
moved to it's new position, two tripe wers made back to the Matinells area to
baul the ammunition and equipment which it had been impoasible to carry at
first,

The Battalion withdrem from it'a ¥atinella poaition at 22 hours and was
in position on the Agnells fary, (88-07 Roccadaspadiae, 1/50,000) at 0300 houps
1, September.

Oo the morning of 1/, September, all batteries were in pesition and
obaervera ware in position or reporting to the new area, Fire inmediately was
deldvered on the highway leading into Persanc, interdicting enemy tank move- -
ments in that area. During the day of the 1ith, fire was dslivsred on areas
ranging from Persanc to Altavills, and during the night, prepared firea from
map data wers placed on cposs roads, bridges, etec., in a wide sector north
of the Sele and mcross into the Altavills area. During the late aftermoon
a Pattalion concentration was fired on enemy tanks for the 636th Tank Deatroyer
Battalion, In all cases tanks or troops dispersed or were driven back. Five
concentrations were alse fired for the 34th Divigion Artillery,

During the night, certain units of the 821d Airborme Division moved into
Albanella, accompenied by a llaison officer, Lt. Raymond ¥, Kent, from this
Battalion. These units prepared to move under cover of darkness up the valley
to the east of Altavilla, tske H111 42, and eventvally the town, Hill 424 -
wa9 taken according to schedule, but heavy resistance was met in the Altavilla
and Silenting srea, Germsn agents hrought Artillery fire down on varicus parts
of the town by means of prearranged signals from church bells within the town
itself, Heavy mortar fire from the ravine Korth of Altavills made the 8itua-
tion precarious, and more fire was called for., The observed rasults from thia
Tire were excellent, aseferal enemy installations being destroyed, including a
large ammunition or gascline dump which was set aeflamas,

On 15 September, one battalion concentration was fired on takks in the
vicinity soutb of Altavilla. Seven concentrations ware fired for the 36th
Divigion Artillery, Results of thess concentrations ware not cbserved. Iate
in the night, our troops withdres from Hill 42/ and Altavills and ealled for
heavy fire on Altevilla, Silekting and the ravine nerth of Altavilla, Our q

s S T vy —— —

DECLASSIFIED PER BXEQUIIVE ompER 12356, Section S.S.ALDZQ/Z —_—
By K JQS""’\ NARA, Dat- PEdf0 - o




HEDC L G AL THE NATLONZ | AR gEy P

m

Battalion celivered a 90 minute conesntration in conjunstion with paval
units and light battallons on the area, making one of the heavieat artillery
concentrations seen thus far in Ttaly, The fire enabled our troops to re-
enter Altavilla the following morning and hold 1t from further attack,

On 16 Séptember, the forward observer of 20Pf Battery fired = battalion
concentration on enemy mun positiona and reported that the battery was
neutralized, Seven missions wers fired for tha 36th Divielon Artillery on
enezy takks and troops st 1100 hours, with the reported results that the
enieny had dispersed and retreated, In the ef'ternoon, 1439 hours, the buttalion
fired a mission for the 36th Division Artillery on 40 ememy tahks in the area
north of Altagilla; reperts from this mission state that the area of the tanks
®a3 well covered by our firs, bub definite resunlts are unknown, Tater in the
afternoon, 1800 hours, 2 missions wers Pired by ®E" Battery forwsrd obssrver
on eneny batteriss covering the entire area with shell firs. Resnlts unob-

garved,

The Battalion, remsining irn the position at the Agnelll furm on 17
September, fired nine missions for tha 34th Diviaion Artillery on enemy troops
end positions in the ared of Altavilla and along the Cadore River. It wam
mhile the Battalion was firing on enamy troops for the 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion that General Eimenhomer and Genaral Clark observad UCY Battery Firs,
The observed results from this fire wers excellent, sevaral ensmy installatdons
being destroyed, including a large ammmition or gascline dump which was set
allame. The rest of the day was spent in sporadic defensive firing, some
ohaerved and moms from map data,

The Battalion moved to a nem position (Roccadespide, ©0,825.08,675, !
1/50,000) due eaat of the Agnelll farm and north of Mount Soprano at 1140 hourmy
18 September, after having fired saven harrassing missions for 36th Division

Artillery,

(n 19 September, 0330 hours, Battery "A" vas placed on 3etached service
and sent on a secrst mission by verbal orders, Cotpeanding General, Fifth Army.
The Battalion did not firs on this date, nll the tine being taken up in clean-

ing of equipment.

Battery %C" was alerted and left the area at 1520 hours, 20 September
by verbtal orders, Commanding General, Fifth Army, on a secret mlssion,

On the morning of 21 Beptember, the Battalion was ordered to move to a
Division assenbly and training ares north ssst of the junction of the la Caan
and Galore Rivers. The Battallion left the old ares at 1200 hours and arrived
at the new biveuac area by 1500 hours, Here each man is re-sguipped and given
Teat, exercise and training for future operations,

During tbe entire perlod from 9 Septembar to this date, every man of the
Battalion has put his best into every duty. The moralfof the 155th Field
Artillery Battslion is as & result of this action, of a very high order; every
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man feels thzat he and his unit have dene 2 good job, and the orpganization
is in lair fettle to continue the batile whenever and wherever ordered,

Y 2l

STHIEY W, BUTH
W0, (Jg) AUS
Ass't Adjutant

5 Exhibits.
Exhibit "7, Casuelty List.
Exhibit "BW, Unit Journal.
Exhitit "CW, Report of Firing,
Exhibit "D®, Situation !ap & Overlays each Situation.
Exhibit #CP, Firing Chart
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LIST CF CASUALTIES DIRING THE PRRICD
© Septenther te 21 September 1943

1, Captsin RATMND (N!'T)XKELLER JR,,

2. M/Sgt WALTER €, TUCKER,

3. 1st Lt. WALTCN M, VIVES,

4. Cpl. STAILEY R, CASTEILI,

5, 1/5 WILLIAM A, GIESEVEERG,

6. lat Lt. CHARLES F, KEIFFER,

7. Pt 1lcl WILLIAM A, BARNETT,

8, T/4 NORMAN D, TUCKER,

9. Prt lel JURN H, DICESCY,

10.1st Lt ALEERT {i17) KOSCISKIX,

- Aws't 5-3 was perlously wounded on the
afternoen of 11 September xhen the 1//
ton (Jaep) struck a land mine nesr a
blown out btridge on the Calore River.
Captain Keller was returning after
having located and radicsd inforestion
concerning the loeation of large num-
bers of enemy troops end tanks.

- Battalion Sergeant Major, from Fort
Worth, Texas, was inatantly killed
vhile driging the 1/4 ton {(Jeep),
returning with Captain Kellar from
their dangercus miasion.

- Reconnalssance Officer, "A" Batiery,
was riding in another vehiels direetly
behind the one driven by M/9gt Tucker,
Lt. Vines vas injured by fragments from
the axplosion to the extent that first
aid was necessary. o

- "4" Battery, was riding in the back seat
of the vehicle carrying Lt, Vines, Cpl.
Castelli received several wounds from the
explosion, .

- A" Battery, driver of Lt. Vinea' wehicle
recelved injurles from the same explosion,

- 8Service Battery, was slightly injured by
shrepnel during an enemy air raid Paestum,
Italy, on 12 September.

= WEW Battery, was killed by enemy etrafing
pear Altavilla 13 September, Pvt lcl
Barnett was on patrol duty on a hill
ebove his Battalion positiom,

~ ®B" Battery, was serionsly wounded near
Altavilla during an enemy alr raid.

- PGP Battery, waes wounded about the chest
by shrepnel from an B8me shell, 13 Septem

~ Battalion Lialson Officer, received
wounds in the upper part of right leg
from shrapnel on 1 September 1943,

i
Exhibit man ~ ‘
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On the morping of 21 Septemoer 1943 the batiglaob was ordered to move
to a bivision Assembly ana rraining Ares north east of the junction of the
La Closa and Clore divers. ihe battalion, less ®AM and "GN Batierys mho
wers attached to the lst Ranger Foree, left the old area at 1200 bours and
arrived at the new area at 1510 hours, in this ares, tie vattalion was re-
equipped, given rest, exercise end training for future operations.

While in this area, Hatterys MA"™ anc "CP rejoined the battalion from
their mission with the 1st Rabger Force and their engagement st Chiunzi
Pess, Italy, on & October 1w43.

Un 12 October at U400 hours, the battalion laft the area in the vicinity
of Persanc, Italy, for the new bivousc ares two miles north of Pozzuold, Italy,
arriving at 3430 hours. {See map Italy 13100100 - Napoli, Sheet 184) The
battalion moved from the Pczzuoli aren 7 Hovember 1943 at 1630 hours, arriving
in an gssembly area one mile west of Villa-Volturno, Italy, at 2030 hours.

(See Caserta, Sheet 172 1I, Italy 1/50,000)

Hajor Thomas T. Atkins, the Dattolicn Commander, lef't on 14 November
at 0730 hours with Captain Willian D. Valdirop, Assistant S-3, and Battery
Comagnders, making e reconnaissance of the ares cccupied by the Gth Field
Artillery Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division, whose pomitions were to be taksen
ever and occupled by this battalion. (See cverlay e. I, attached) -

16 liovembery Batterys "B" pnd RCY, under commapd of Battery Executives,
marched from Villa-Volturno at 1900 houra.

17 Kovembers Batterys "B" nnd "G¥ arrived at new positions at wiO0 hours
{ase attached overlay Ho. 2}. Both Batterys registered on
base point at 0630 howurs; missiong fired for yih Field Avtillery
Battalion. Headquarters Battery, Battery "A" and Service
Bettery, under command of Iajor Frank J, Hobbs, Battalion
Executiyge, marched from Villa-Volturno ares at 1665 hours,
closing on new pesitions at 2000 hours, !

18 Wovember: Battery "A' in position apd ready to fire at UADO hours.
Fersonnel Section joiped 36th Infantry Division Rear Echelon
ons (1) mile Horth of Marzanello, Italy, at 1630 hours.

19 Hovembers Battalion ordered indirect suppert of 143rd lnfantry at

3445 hours, Fired nine (9) missions and harassing fire, a
total of three hupdred and sixty-eight {368) roundg, Battery
40n ordered to displace forward to new positlon after dark
(see attached overlay No, 3).

attery "C® registered at 0900, Battalion fired nineteen (19)
M.ssichs erd harmssing fires, a total of five hundred and pinety~

frr R

=/ ORDER StC ARMY ur {594} rounds. Headquarters Battery area shelled by srtillery;
B TAG ™% Phe Willian G. Jiller xilled.
wFo AR
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21 Hovembers Battalicn ired eight (8) missions, a total of two hundred and
forty (240) rounds. Battery #g® poaition shelled by enemy
ertillery, Pvt lcl Hobert E. Ford killed end six (&) men
1njured by shell fragments, Battery "CM moved from thig
position to former battery pesition by order of the Divigion
Commarder, dus to the close proximity of the vattery position
to the C.P.s of the l4lst and Li3rd Infantry Regiments,

42 November: Fired seven {7} nmissions gnd harassing rires, total of four
bunared and thirty~seven (437) rounds. Battery #&* position
shelled; direct hit made on 4 ton prime mover loaded with (
ammnition, No persomnel injured,

23 Novembars Fired eleven (11} missions, totsl of thres bundred and twenty-
nine rounds; one mission fired oy Alr OP.

2 lovember: Fired sixteen (16) missions s total of two hundred and seventy-
elght (278) rounds, Battery mam position shelled by enemy
artillery r'ire. Kitchen trock destroyed and powder at one gun
position burned. Ho casualties.

25 Hovembers Fired eight (g) missions, total of four hundred and tuenty.
: aeven {427} rounda, A1l Batterys and Battalion G.P. shelled )
by enemy artillery fire throughout, the day, lNo casualties,

26 Hovembers Fired aix (6) missions gnd barggsing fires, a total of forty-
one (41} rounds. Service Batiery srea shelled apd lst Lt, {
Cbaplain) Harley R. McDaniel killed and one {1) enlisted man
injured,

27 Novembers Fired three (3) missions and harassing fives, a total of
thirty-seven (37) rounds, 5/Sgt James R. Stegall, flying a
cub of this battalion, adjusted Pire on enemy guna for Ist
Battalion, 7lst Field Artillery Regiment, slsc for 2nd Battalion
of the same regiment, using our radic.and wire communications,
Battery ®AM ares shelled, no casualtiss,

28 Hovembers Fired thres (3} missiong and barassing fires, a total of two
bundred and forty-four rounds. L. Martin W, Willigmson, FO
of Battery "C", adjusted fire using II Corps Artillery, results
- fires burding one (1) bour later, Lt, Williem J, Jessup
adjusted 131st Field Artillery Battalion on point A-1 from
viceinity of Battalion 7 D ¢, Lt, Williamson adjusted on eneny
artillery for lst Battalion, 7lst Field Artillery Regiment.

29 Novembers Fired thirteen (13) mimsiona and harassing fires, a total of
twelve hundred and fifteen (1215) rowsds. 1Lt. Jessup adjusted
132nd Field Artillery Babttalion and 63th CAld on point g1,

Battery "A" and Battalion CF ghelled for tyenty (20) miputes,
necessitating movement of gP by Battalion Executive, COne {1)

Ty —
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enlisted man st OF injured. Direct nlt zede on wreckage of
Battery "AY kitchen truck (truck burned 24 November).

30 Hovembers Eleven (11) missions and harassing fires fired, a total of
three hundred and fifty-eight (358) rounds, CP ares shelled
for twenty (20) minutes, no perscumnel injured. For situation

on this date, see overlay Ho. 5.
L .

STAHLEY W, HUTH
W.0. (ig) AUS
hastt 48]

5 Exhibitses

Exhibit "&% Casuplty List

Exhibit ®B" Cfficers Hoster

Exhibit #C# Unit Jourmal

Exhibit "D® Report of Firing

Exhibit "E® Maps and Situation overlays
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LIST OF CASUALTIES T NOVEMBER 1943

1st Lt Harry P. Fractz
T/4 Glarence E. Burkholder

T/5 L1len G, Nicholes
Pyt éeorge A. Bargent
Pvt Daniel A, Senese

Pyt William G, tdller

Pvt lcl Archie W. 8t. Clair
Pvt lcl Robert E. Ford

Pvt lcl Roe E. Hollidey
Pvt lcl Jobn #, Bickeon

Pvt Kenneth L. Wright

Pyt Olarence (nmi) Jordheim
7/5 Leopard W. Charlton
Pyt Tiayne L. Hader

1st Lt Ross (nmi) Ehan

Pvi Jim R, Axd
Cpl lurphy J. LeF
Gpl Veldon {ng

Pvt Fred W.
T/4 Finley L.

Ethibi 7 R
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Battery "C¥, Execukive Officer, was lightly
injured ss. a ton chiain broke while winching
& gun into position,

Headguarters Battery, fire direetion center,
was seriously wounded by an enemy shell burst
about, two (2} miles south of Higpano, Italy.
Battery "W, was lightly injured by falling
rock. .

Bat;ery #A%, was lightly injured by falling
rock. ...

Batbtery "A", was lightly wounded by sbell
fragments_on 20 Hoveuber 43.

Headquarters Battery, was instantly killed
by enemy artillery shell which burst his side
as he was being relieved froa guard duty,
shout one mile south of Hignaro, Italy on

20 November 1943.

Battery "BY, was lightly injured about his
head when be fell off a truck while repair-
ing wire comsunication cn 20 November 43,
Battery "CH, was instantly killed as an enemy
ertillary shell fell upon him as he lay ip
his foxhola. _

Battery ACM", vas lightly wounded by enemy
shell fragments while on duty as telephone
operator op 2] November 43,

Hattery G, was lightly wounded ma an enemy
artillery shell burst in the gun position on
21 Novaber 1943.

Battery "C¥, was lightly injured by recoll
of howlitzer on 21 Novembaer 43.

Battery "M, was lightly wounded by enenmy
artillery shell fragments on 21 Hovember 43.
Battery "C¥, was lightly injured by falling
rock on 21 November 43. .

Battery ™%, was lightly wounded in the legs
by shell fragments on 21 Hovember 43.
Battery "B", was lightly injured by falling
ohtlef 1/4.ton truck em 21 Nov 43.

Dattery "E?, was lightly injured by falling
uhile unlogding ammnitien.

Battery #BY, was lightly wounded by enemy
artillery shell fragments on 23 lovember 43.
Battery "BY, fell down gn embanknment while
leaging asmmition truck during the middle
of pight receiving light injuries on 24
Hovember 43.

Battery "BY, broke bis arm while unloading
ammunition.on 24 Kovember 43.

Headgquarters Battery, lightly sounded by
eneuy artillery shell fragment in battery
area 30 Hovember 43.
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21. Pyt Edward C. Echrens ~ Beadguarters Battery lightly woumded

by ensay artillery shell fragment

while in battery area on 30 Hovember 43.
- Battery "G, received light wounds

gbout his face from shell fragments.

22, Sgt John E, Arrington
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Diidisial 194

The Buttalion remained in action from 17 Lovember 1943 to 30
Decewber 1943, Operations of the Battelicn for the month of Lovember
1943 have been coversd in a previous revort,

0l December 1943: Battalion remained in position {See Nap ITALY, 160,
II and 161, IlI and atiached overlpy i L} Battalion
fired 10 missions, & totol of 313 rounds. Betterys
tat and "B and Battalion CP areas shelled by enemy
artillery; no personnel injured or materiel dsmaged.

02 December 1943: Fired 15 missiona, 2 total of 596 rounds.

03 December 1943: Fired 26 missions, a tolal of 1133 rounds. Baiterj
Hg! ordered to displace forward {(See attached overlay
¥ L)

Of, Decegber 1943: Fired 22 missions, & total of 246 rounds (See attached
overlay # 5)Battery "C" registered on check-point at
1437 hours.

05 December 1943: Fired 25 missions, a total of 786 rounds, Lnemy air-
eraft. flew low over lleadquarters and Headquartera
battery areas, strafing; no casualties, Hattglion Air
OF attecked by cnemy sireraft end forced down; no
personnel injured but plene damaged; later, attacked
arain without damage to plane or personnel injuries.

06 December 1943: Fired 33 missions, a total of 720 rounds.

07 December 1943: Fired 10 missions, = tolal of 261 rounda. hattery "BV
ordered to displace forward (See attsched overlay # &)

OB December 1543: lired 5 miscions, a total of 1137 rounds. Batiery “A®
: position shelled by artillery; Pvi lcl Kenneth J.Schultg,
36174196, vounded, gattalion relieved from dirsct suppori
14ist Infantry and ordered to direct supperl of 67 Infantry
botori-ed neginent. (Itclian)

09 December 1943: Fired 9 missione, a lotal of 971 rounds. (For situation
see attached overlay # 7)

10 December 1943: Fired 12 missions, e total of 405 rounds. lst Lt.

artin V. Williamson made precision adjustment of one

gun on enemy pilibox for 194th Field Artillery Battalion
from Lattery "Ct OP, pillbox destroyed,(For situation,see
overlay i &.)
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11 December 1943: Fired 25 missiuns, 2 votal of 521 rounds. gattalion
masition ctrafed b, cnewy alreraft; no casualties.
lsv. Ii. Yilliosmeon made precision adjuscrent on an
cnemy pillbox for .ue 77th Field Artillery, lst
Bett: iion irvom satlery 9OV QP, missien accomplished.
{I'or situation, sc. overlay , 9)

12 December 1942: Fired 12 nisscions, o total of 945 rounds. Battalion
pesition shelled by artillery; mo casualties, (For
sitaation, sec overlay 5 10)

13 December 1943: Fired 1l missions, a total of 292 rounds. Sattery "ot
’ position fired upon by artiliery, no casualties.

14 December 1943: Fired 3 missions, & total of 108 rounds. knemy air-
cridt bomped Battalion CP, Headguarters Battery, and
patter; TAM areas; 2 cvnlisted men injured. Battalion
relicved of direct support of 67th Intaniry of liotorized
regiment (ltalian) and ordered to reinforce {ires of
122nd Field Artillery Battalion. (For situation see
overlay iy 11)

15 December 1943: Fired k missicns, a Lotal of 820 rounds, 5/Sgt James
it. Stepall {iir OP) observed counter battery mission
tor 937tk rield Artillery batialion. Battery neutrlized,
1 direct hits. Battalion area shelled by artillery; no
casunlties or damages to materiel. .

16 December 1943: Fired 7 missions, & total of 266 rounds. 4/5gt Stegall
Liir QOP) observod counter battery miseions for ?85th
rield Artillery battalion.

17 December 1943: Fired 3 missions, a total of 219 rounds. Observer of
152nd Field Artiliery Battalion fired Battalion on
counter betiery mission; battery neutralized.(For
situation see attached overlay i 12.)

18 December 1943: Fired 8 missions, a total of 497 roupds. Observer 1l32nd
rield Artillery Battalion fired pattalion on 4 counter
vattery missicus. Fire effective. lst Lt. Riva S.
Fingerhut observed for counter batiery mission for 194th
Field Artillery Battalion from Battery YA“® OP, battery
neutralized.

19 December 1945: Fired 3 missions, a total of 260 rounds. $/Sgt Stegall
- {Air OP) observed counter battery mission for 194th
Field Artillery Battolion. Fire effective,

20.December 1943: VYired & missions, a Lotal of 275 rounds. (For situation
see attpehed overlays § 13 and # L.}

21 December 1943: Fired £ missions, e totai of 339 rounds. Battalion
ordered tu displace to new position.

———
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(Bee overlay s 15) vlosed on new position at 1730
iours. pattalion ordercd in direct support of the
sU4tn Parachute wegiment,

22 December 19L3: o firing on thiz date. gatLery “AM ordered to displace
sorvard {See overlay , 15.)

23 December 1943: Fired 5 missions,a total of 287 rounds.
24 December 1943: Fired Z missions,a iotal of 50 rounds.

25 December 1743: Fired 6 missions, a total of 258 rounds, S/Sgt Stegell
e \Atr OP) observed counter batiery mission for 936th Field
artillery Hattalion. siission Accomplished.

26 December 1943: tired 5 missions, a total of 315munds, {For situation see
attached overlay 7 16.)

27 December 1943: Ho firing on this date.

28 Dscember 1Y43: Fired 17 missicns, a total of 476 rounds. Lt Samuel Airov
fired counver battery mission for 995th Field Artillery
Battalion from gattery "B" OP, Battery neutralized.

29 December 1943: Fired 18 missions, a total of 79% rounds.

30 December 1343: L. firing this date, Battaliun ordered to displace to ngw
erea, {See attached overlay # 17) Battalion closed in new
areaz at 1ul0,

31 December 1943: Personnel vection left Marzsnello, Ttaly area at 1400
houre and arpived at Battalion new area 2 miles Northwest
Alife, ltaly at 1645,

Conclusion:

Ampunition - The guality of the ammunition is very gpod. 4% yet powder
charges and projcctiies are not segregated by 1ot numbers and weighta
at dumps.

Uommunicstiune - lelepione and radic equipment proved to be of good
ouality. weplacwments vere easil; gotten, ALl faulty communication
was due to destruction of iire line enemy shelling or by being run
over by heuvy veh-cles.

rations - Food 1n the frent lines wzs tound to be as good if not better
than in rear zreas. The supply of cigerettes adeguate and it vas
noted that the popular brands are norpe prevelent in the front lines
than at the rear. rhe candy rations are appreciatec. a liquor ration
under the supervision of the battalion Surgeon should be provided,

Tables of organization - Irovision should be made for batlery computers
for each firing battery with at leust m rating of Yechnician grade IV

Tor each computer, .

e ———— -
T~ pro—
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HEADGUARTERS 155¢h riklD AUTILLARY BATTALION
A4.P.0. ot 36,  U. B. alld

31 December 1943

UFF ek 'S ROSTER
BATIALION STAFF

¥C BURLHAY, ROY 8. lt. vel. 0333367 Unassgd.
ATRINS, THOMAS T. It. Col. 0-24,6315 Bn. Comdr.
HOBBS, FRANK 4. ¥ajor 0-200955 #n., Exec.
FULGHAK, JACK E. Capt. 0-283165 5-3
WALDHOP, WILLIAX D. Capts O=34B140 Ass't 8 - 3
DAVIS, FRANK M. Capt. 0405152 5 ~2
NOSER, AUGUST C. Jit. Capt. 0-235013 Btry C. Prov Pack Btry
GILKER, LAWRENCE D. Capt. 0-255409 in. Off.
JESSUP, WILLIAU J. lst L&, 0-415050 ass't § - 2 (Swew 0.)
HEADUUARTLRS BATTERY
EVANS, GEAALD E. ist it. 0-1165012 Btry CO -
NEWSOK, CLARENCE C. 1st Lt. 0-116711 Comm. 0If.
CHOORLEY, PHILLIP A. 2nd Lt. 0-1177238 Anti-Tank Off.
S, BEAKAN W, 2nd Lt 0-1171224 utr. Off.
IEAII BﬂT‘{:gg
BUSH, WILLLIAK L. Capt. 0407530 Biry €0
VINES, WALTON M. 1st Lt 0-1167256 Exec. Off.
FINGERHUT, KIVA S. ist Lt, 0-1776015 Reconn. Off.
BENT, CHARLES 4. 1st Lt. 0-1175955 ktr. Off,
vRi BATTERY .
HAWE, WICHARD B. Capt. O-h15562 Btry. €0
HOLEN, DONALD E. 2nd it. 0-1172199 Exec. Off.
Buil, 1ZROY L. ist Lk, 0~1,18651 Asstt Exec. OIf.
AIROV, SABUEL (NMI) Znd L. 0-1170618 Ltr, 0If.
nGn BATYEHY
FRANTZ , HARRY O. JR. ist Lt, O-504L452 stry. ¢O
REYNOLDS, ROBERT E. ist Lt. 0-116717i bxec. Off. ;
KIFFFER, CHARLES F. lst Lt. 0-1371224 Asstt Exec, 0Ofi.
KT, RAYLOND F. 1st it U-L17609% Reconn. Off,
WILLIAMSON, MARTIN W. lst Lt. 0-1166867 mir. Off.
SIRV. BATIzRY
STOSAUGH, WILLARD L. Capt. 0-357196 BtTy. L0
LARTIN, nARL F. nd Lt. O~1180599 Train Uomdr.
VINES, RUFUS P. 1st Lb. 0-1167257 8n. Mbr. Uff.
Li¢ CREADY, RIBHARD J. ond Lt 0~1170486 ptry. Mtr. off.
TOOL, CHARLES D. Capth. 0-475899 med. DEF.
HUTH, STAWLEY W. 7.0 jg) W-2108253 Pers. Uff.
JOHES0, HAROLD L. VAT e Vi-2101894 ASstL 5 = &
R
7 REGRA[}ED\’;E\\
' ORDER SEC Rilwit 14,

& t.lé'i
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MOLEN, DOHALD k. Asgn to sn. ui
BAREIN, il Fo ASEn to Bn. o 13 Decemper o3 and #5810 Lo oerv LAty on L Janusry A,
w0 CHEADY, REIUHARD J. Asgn to on en 13 December 43 and isgn to Serv Btry on

1 Jrnvery L.

ATRILS, wH.MAS ¥, Promoted to st. Col. cn 2; December X3,
BEAK, RICHAMD B, Promoted to uapt. on 23 'December 43,
©ELL, LE0Y L. from srain Commander to iss't Lxec Wgn Btry.

REoT, RAYLOHD F. from on. hotor .fficer io neconn. Ufficer (M Biry,

T ——— L4
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lables of .quipmen. - wenerally the equipmint is adeqyuale and of ex-
celient gualily. it is foelt that 21l command cars in the Sattalion
snould be replacce by f ton Jeeps, it is also suggested that all
604 radios excost tuo for vetlalion headcuerters whould be replaced
by 610 radios. 1he tio for batialion hieadquariers could be mounted
in veapons corriers,

Lights = some form of ligutlng cquipment shoule ve provided for night
operation in the rire Direciion Center and personnel Seetion,

Kaps - kaps in th:s sccuor are accurate \taking in consideraticn
corrections oitained by ihe engineers) and have prov.n suitable ior
firing charts, incre hias not bLeen & sufficient supply of maps in
this orgenization and at times the supply was almosi eritical.

iraceor - A caterpiliar .ractor should be provided in eachh medium
battery to facilitate movement of prime movers and pleces in andout
of positions.

Howitzer - The 1918 Schneidor Howitzer should be replaced by the L-1
for reasons of the addilicnal range attaincd thereby. :

iraining- lraining mcthods and Dectrines as laid dowvm in Var Pepartment
rmanuals have proven to be sound,

7.0.(5.8.) F.A.
ABa't. Auj.

6 txhibits:

Exhibit “A" Casualty List

Exhibit "B" Officers uioster

whibit "¢ Unit Journal

wxhibit *DM Air Section Missions
Exhibit "&" deport of Firing

Lxhibit "F" Maps and cituaiion Uverlays

SN RESTRCTED -

T ST T T S Ly e -
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3.

6.

7.
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pvt Elmood L. Godwin

pvt del H.ogerj A Gonzales
Sgt. rred J, Hubbs.

Pvt 1cl vohn u. Maher

Pvt Gareth L. Huntoon

T/5 George 5. Yates

Cpl Kenneth L. Schultz

M Hﬁu

T ————
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- pattery “B", Cannoneer, was lightly in-
jured when recoil knocked cradle travelig
log from its proper position and was struck
in the leg.

- snetantly killed when an enemy Bfmm shell
landed within 25 yards of his piece while
he was wa2 on duty. (Phone guard). Battery
WBM, cannonesr.

- Was lightly injured while moving hies gun
into position in the dark early morning
hours falling inte trail ditch injuring
his spine. pattery “B", sSection Chief,

~ Battery “B%, Recorder, was lightly wounded
when an enemy shell landed near the rxec's
post. wounded in calf of leg which later
caussd amputation of same.

-~ Battery "B®, Cannoneer, was lightly injured
while acting as guide for an engineer
caterpillar clearing road into position of
mud. It was dark and he was caught in between
the caterpillar and an oncoming truck. .

~ Service Battery, had been transferred tot his
Battalion but due to his duty a% an 133rd F.A
0.P. had not reported when an enemy artillery
shell landed camsing his instent death.

- Battery "AY, Ammunition Cpl, was delivering
mesdege to Btry gun position when he was
lightly wounded by eneny shell which landed
50 yards from him causing & wound near his
right kidney.

RESTRCTED
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HEAD WARTERS 155th F Ikl AdTILL.i( BATTALIMN
A.P,0, No. 36, U, 5. Army

B February 1944

SUBJECT: Harrative History of the 155th Field Artillery Battalicn for
January 1944.

TO 1 The Adjutant Genersl
Washington 25, D. C.
(Thru Caannels)

gubmitted herswith History and Records of the Battalion for the month
of Japuary 1944. Tne History is written 1n a parrative form with attached

coples of Situation Map, Overlaya and Firing Cbarts.
s £
THOMAS T. ATHIHS
Iieutenant Colonsl, F. A.
Commanding

1 Incl. - Narrative “Jaouary". (3extuple}

HEQURELTY CLASSTF [CATTON CANCELRED
B NUOTHURLTY SDORETART WAR ¢b
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155TH FIELD ARTTLLERY BATTALICH
OFERATICHS In TTALY, JANUARY 1944

The battelion remained in a rest area, near Alife, Italy, from 31 Decen-
ber 1943 to 06 January 1944 ilocluaive, having been relieved by the 185th Field
Artillery Battalion of the 34th Infantry Division on 30 Decembar 1943 ( see Map
#1, ITALY, 1/50,000 Sheet 161 II ). During this period a 75 mm Pack Howltzer
Battery was organized in this battallon, using the anti-tank platoon as a basis,
Nine men were drawn from each of the light battzlions, each of these battalions
turning over two weapon carriers and the two 75 ma pack howitzers previously
issued to them., During the rest pericd this battery was trained in the nomen.
clature of the weapon, standing gun drill, RSOP and other artillery subjects.
An effort was mate to secure a range to conduct service practice, but as the
battalion was ordered Back into action, the battery did not bave an opportunity
to fire befors going into combat.

During the sarly worning hours of Ol January, and contiouing throughout
moat of the day, m severe mind and sleet storm raged over the ares, destroying
two lialson planes, leveling a number of pyramidal tents and causing alight
damages to other organizational property. Beginning late in the day the weather
cleared and remalned calm throughout the remaining tioe the battalion spent in
this reat ares,

{n 06 January the Commanding General of Divisfon Artillery directed that
the Battalion Commander, Lt, Col. Thomas T. Atkins and a recomnaisspace party,
report to the 6th Armored Group at Oeppagna for the purpose of ammking a reconne
elasance for battery positions in the San Pietro ares, After returning to the
battalion area with his party, Captaln Waldrop, issistant S-3; Captaln Gillmer,
Limison Cfficer; and Lt, Evans, Gommunications Offlcer, the Battalion Commander
issued orders for aovement of the battalion and occupation of positions.

The battalion, less the 75 mm Pack Howitzer Battery and rear echelon per=-
sonnel, bsgan movement at 1100 hours on 07 January to positlons near San Pietro,
closing in this ares at 2040 hours this date. (See Map #2, ITALY, 1/50,000 Sheet
161, I, II, IiI and IV and overlay #1). After positions were occocupied, thers was
intermittent harassing fire oo the rosd pear the battalicn area. During thia
shelling 1st Lt. Walton M. Vines, Exscutive Off{cer Battery "A" was wounded by a
shell fragment in the left wrist and Sergeant Arthur A. Young, AS 38051398,
Battery "CM of Palestine, Texas waa killed by enemy art:l.llery .
helping put gun into position. During the sane enesy concediy
R. Powsll, 45N 35789767 of tiest Berd, Kentucky, Pvt lel Iegy
38068804, of EL Paso, Texns ant Private Louis J. Paneblapch
Lawrance, Hassachugetts, all of Batbery *C®, were wounded,
ARl 36183910, of Kelamazoo, ilichigan of Battary L LR TY:]
atation and then returned to duty.

"NARA  Dasi W-;ao
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08 Jan Batteries Wa®, wpw ang “C" completed registration on the base-point at
1046 hours by the iir 0P, Pvt lel Touis J, Deatch, ASN 20816025, Med-
lecal Detachmant thig battalion of San dntonio, Texas, was wounded
about his legs from enemy shell fragments when the road near Battery
"B" grea was fired upon. The Commanding General of Divisico Artillery
ordered the 75 mm Pack Howitzer Battery attached to the 456 Field AT~
tillery Battalion and the battery moved from the Alife area to a new
posltion pear Venafro, Italy. Seven (7} missions, a total of four
gundred and forty-one (441) rounds were fired by the battalion on this
BY.

i

09 Jan The ensmy shelled the road running through the battalion area, during
which time Private Douglas (nmi) Clinton, AN 33320602, Medical Detsch-
ment this battalion of Janison, Pennsylvania, wag killsd by enemy
artillary shell explosion. There mers twenty-four (24) pisslons, & total
of oGe thousana and eignty (1080) rounda, fired by the battalion,

10 Jan Visibility waa poor and only harassing migsions were fired., The battalion
fired twenty.thves (23} mipsions in all, a total of two hundred and
seventy-six rounds,

11 Jan Until 1400 hours visibility was zero but clesred and Temainad good for
the remainder of the day. The battglion Tired one harassing missien on
acd in the vicinity of Mount Trogchie and two guns of an enany hattery
mere nsutralized at 1440 hours, fire being directed by the air OP. The
battallon fired twe (2) aipalons, a total of geventy-tmo {72) rounds.

12 Jan Vieibility was very Mimited curing the day and only harasaing missions
wers fired, a tatal of thirty-four missions, four hundred and four {404)
rounds,

13 Jau As there was very limited visibility from the OP's, the Alr QP register-
ed the battalion on the check-point and base-point. The 75 mm Pack
Howltzer Battery returned to the battalion control and was ordered to a
bew position erea ( see overlay #2 ). Harageing missions were fired
the battalion in the vicinity of Mount Trocchio and twenty-six missicna
in all, a total of three hunired and twenty-one (321) roundis were fired
this day,

L, Jan Visibility was poor and only harassing missions wers fired, Although
the 75 mm Pack Howltzer Battery had not conducted service practice prior
to being brought into combat, it was resdy to fire on this day under the
control of the Battalicn Fire Directicn Center. This battery fired
three (3) missions, a total of two hundred and eighty rounds, with ex- -
cellent results; the 155 howitzer batteries fired ninstesn (19) missions,
8 total of one thoussnd and fifteen (1015) roungs.

-
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15 Jan The battalion fired preparation and sccompanying fires for the division
attack on Mount Troechio., ‘The 75 mm Pack Howitzer Hattery fired four
{4) missions, four hundred and seventy-seven (477) rounds and the
battalion fired two (2) concentrutions, a total of eight hundred and
soventsen rounds, On this date the Battalien Bxncutive moved the rear
echelon from A14fe area to an ares nesr Venafro, lsaving Personnel
Section near Alifa with Livision Rear Echelon,

L wa

- Ao

16 Jan The Battalion Conmandsr; Lt. Jessup, Survey Officer; and Lt. Evana,
Communications Officer; made a reconnaissance for new positions in the
Mount Troechio area. Although visibility waa unlinited, no obaserved
tergets were picked up., The battalion fired barassing missions on San
Angelo. For the day the 75 me Pack Battery fired three {3) miseions,
& total of four hundred and twenty-sight (428) rounds and the 155 howit-
zer bad one (1) concentration, six hundred and forty-five rounds expen-
ded.

AN S e

17 Jan The battalion began movemsnt to new position area in the vicinity of °
Mount Troechio at 1800 hours and closed on new positions at 2330 hours,
( 8ee Overlay #2 ) Prior to the move the battalion fired harassing
concentrations on San Angelo. The 75 mm Pack Battery fired thres (3)
aissions, a total of one hundred and twenty (120) rounds and batteries
®A®, WBM and ACH fired ecme (1) mission, s total of one hundred and
elghty (18)) rounda for the day. Our Air OP obssrved and fired a
counterbattery mission for the 985 Fisld Artillery Battalion with ex-
cellent results,

18 Jan The battalion Alr OPF registered ¥AR, WBW and NCN Patteries oo the base-
point at 0900 hours and thess batteries fired a counterbattery misaion
for Division Artillery. 4n enemy battery was neutralized., Lt, Sacmel
Adrov, of BPattery "B, from Atlanta, Georglia, was injured on the OF by
a parsonnel mine, The battalion fired harassing missions on San Angslo,
Pignataro and San Giorgle. For the day the 75 am Pack Battery fired
five (5) concentrations, a total of four hundred and forty-six rounds
and the battslion fired eighteen misaions and expended one thousand and
eighty-one (1081) rounds,

19 Jan Visibility was poor due to haze, Harassing missions were fired on San
Giorgie and Plgnatarc and a serenade was fired on an ansny aspembly
ares and suspected ensmy CP, Ths battalion was ordered to reinforce
firea of the 131 Field Artillery Battsllion during preparation for the
division attack on the Raspido River. Boemy artillery fire near "B"
Battery position resulted in no injuries or damages, FPack Battery fired
five (5) missions, a total of four hundred and fifty (450) rounds emd
the thrse 155 howitzer batteries firsc mix (6) concentrations, expending
thrge hundred and forty-twoe (342) rounds,

DECLASSIFIED PER EXEQUTIVE gy 12356, Section 3.3,15/&:&2—3:_‘5:?_{_;
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20 Jan The Commanding Gereral of Division Artillery visited the battalion and
locked over the battery positions. The weather for the day was cold
but visibility very poor, The battalion fired on nebelwerfer and mor-
tar positions for the British, results of which are unknown. Eight (8)
missions were fired by the Pack Battery, a total of four hundred and
eighty-six (486) rounds; the battalion fired four {4] concentrations,
toteling one thousan three bundred gnd twenty-five (1325) rounds.

21 Jan The battalion fired preparation ana accoapanying fires for the division
attack on the Ksplao River, The mission of this battalion was reinforc-
ing the fires of the 131 Fiald Artillery Battalion. Smoke misslons were
fired and vigibility from our OP's was limited., Unobmerved firss weras
placed on puspected nebelwerfer positions. The Pack Battery fired six
(6} concentrations, totaling six hundred and twelva (612) rounds snd the
battalion fired tmenty (20 misslons, a total of five hundred (500)
rounds,

<2 Jan The battallon was relieved of reinforcing fires for the 131 Field Artill-
ery Battalion and ordered in general support of the division, Battalion
fired preparation and supperting fires for the 141 Infantry Regiment and
a amoke-screening mission for bridging the Rapido River. The battalion
®as restricted, uptil further notice, to an allowance of twenty-five (25)
Tounas per gun per day, except in sxtrems emergency. Pack Battery fired
four (4) concentrationa, totaling five hundred (500) rounda and the
three 155 batteries fired six (6) missions, a total of two hundred apd
twenty-four (224) rounis,

23 Jan The battallon {ired a serensde on the San dngelo area. Visibility for
the day was poor. Tae 75 mm Pack Howitmer Battery fired counterbattery
OB a nebelerfer position, which was neutralized, Two (2) concentrations
were fired by the Pack Battery, totaling sixty~three {63) rounds snd the
battalion fired four (4) missions, expending sixty-six (66} rounda,

24 Jan The three 155 Latteries Tired five counterbattery missicns during which
an enexy ammunition dump was destroyed, The 75 mm Pack Battery fired &
concentration on a nebelwerfer position for the 133rd Field Artillery
Battalion. For the day the pack battery fired seven (7) misasions, a
total of one hundred and fifty-eight (158) rcunds, and the battallion
fired ten (10) ccocentrstions, totaling one hundred and eighty-seven
{187) rounds.

25 Jen The Commanding Genersl of Division Artillery vlsited the installations
of the battalion and found them in good order. The Conmending Gensral
directed that the Abbey Monte Cpssino not bs fired upon unless by per-
mission from his hemdquarters. Objection was raiged by the Battalion

56, Sectien 3311&73‘TO/,2
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26 Jan

27 Jan

28 Jan
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Commander to tle Division Artiliery Comiander coocerning limited
ammunition and the forestalling of the Battalion Commanders capacity

-to estimate emmunition expenditures, Also,. the Division Amzunition

Officer zas trylng to match projectiles for powaer bags, irrespective
of charges and that due to the rigidly controlled supply of samunition
it 1s pext toc impomsible to maintain an adequats supply, without handl-.
ing during daylight, Enemy anti-aircraft fired on our Air OF without
injury to pllot or damage to the plane. fate in the afternoon, the
author made a reconnaissance to new Division Rear location in the City
of Vairano, Italy. 4 suitable room was found for the office and all
deska moved in, Early the next morning office personusl, under Per-
sonnel Sergeant Major Camima, arrived, During the day the Pack Battery
fired eight (8) missions, a total of eight hundred and forty-two (842)
rounds mnd the battalion fired eleven {ll) conoentrations, totaling
obe thousand two hundrea end fourteen (1214) rounds,

The Division organized a defensive position along the east bank of the
Rapide River with the OFL along the east bank and MIR within its
boundaries ( ses sitvation overlay ). This battalion remained in genp-
oral support of the division end was authorized firty (50) rounda per
gun per day for both the 155 mm howltzers and 75 mam pack howitrers.
Excellent viaibility on this day made 1% poasible fo fire a nuaber of
counterbattery misslons end interdiction fire on snemy materiel on
highway &. During the night the 75 mm Pack Howitzer Battery fired
barassing concentrations, Earlier, the Alr OF observed counterbattery
missions on four {4} enemy guns for the 456 Field Artillery Battalion.
Pack Battery fired three (3) missions, a total of dne hundred and
sixty-one (161} rounds and the battalion fired fourteen (14) misafons,
fotaling three hundred and ninety-two (392) rounds.

The battalion fired on a motor park, setting vshicles afire. Alge, the
battalion fired two counterbattery misslons and fired "% Eattery on
eneny vehiclea. One truck was destroyed and others damaged. This was
£ll in addition to ordersd harassing fires. S/5gt Stegall, Air OP,
observed counterbattery mission for the 194 Field Artillery Battalion.
Aress nesr batteries PB" and "CM were shelled by enemy artlllery with-
out any casuslties or damages., ‘The 75 mm Pack Battery fired fiftesn
{15) mimsions, totaling threse hundred and six (306) rounds and the
three 155 batteriea fired twenty-five (25) concentraticms, a total of
pix hundred and fifty-eight (658) roundsa,

Several targets were interpreted from photographs and ccordinates
furnished by Divlision drtillery; all were taken under fire, The 75 ma
Pack Pattery fired seventeen (17) missions, totaling two hundred and
eighty-four (284) rounds and the battalion fired twenty.nine (29)
missions, a totel of aix hunired and five (605) rounds,
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Due to limited visibility there were only barassing fires on thig
date. The photo-interpreted targets received from Division Artillery
were fired oo with sone fire and a recemngissance flight mede thip
date showed excellent resultsy twe nebelwerfers were knocked out apd
the reasinder made to chgnge positions; a fire started in the bivousc
area that lsated all night; in the medium battery, two guns received
direct hits and there wers two hits in the other two emplacenents,
The 75 mm Pack Battery fired oo enemy mortars with satisfactory re-
sults. For the day, the Pack Battery firet twenty-three {23} concen-
trations, totaling five hundred ard forty-two (542) rounds and the
battalion fired twenty-eight (28) missions, a total of five hundred
and seventy.nine (579} rounda,

Feather this date was cloudiy with very poor visibility. There wers
scheduled harnssing fires only in this pericd of operations, The
battalion ammunition officer was tnsble to draw ammunition for the

75 mm Pack Howitzer Battery until they were belomw basic load of eight
bundred (800} rounds. 4s the requirements for firing this battery
thig date were sic huncred and {ifty-six (656) rounds, there was only
tro hundred and teenty-seven (227) rounda left for emergency fire, .
This battery fired nine (9) concentrations, totaling three bundred snd
twenty-two (322) rounds and the battalicn fired fourteen (14) missiona,
a total of three hondred ant fifty-four (354) rounds,

Poor visibility limited ground observation all day. As directed by
the Commgnding Gemersl of Division Artillery, liaison was sateblished
with the 2od Battalion of Vhe 6th Armored Infantry end Captain Kaldrop,
Aosigtunt 5-3 was dispatfbed as Lisison Officer, This battalion re-
wained in 'general support of the division stteck on the Rapido River
and the Battalion Commander issued FO #2 ( atteched ). The battalion
fired haressing fires during the day and the Pack Howitzer Battery
fired on morters for Division Artillery. The Pack Battery fired nine
{9) concentrations, toteling nine hunired and seventy-four {(974) rounds
for the day end the battalion fired ten {10} misaions, a total of two
hupdred and elghty-tmo (282) rounda, .

: Unit Historian
4 10 Incls.
: Bxhibit A Casuslty List Bxhibit H Field OrdemNo. 1 & 2.
E L B Officers hoster " I Firing Charta January

" G Unit Journal " J Mapa & Situation Uverlayas
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CONCLUSIONS BY BATTALTON COMMANDER

TACTICS AND TECHN¥IQUES

During the period covered by this report, the principles of field
artillery, as laid dom by current field manuals, were found to be sound, It
is believed that more emphasis should be placed on adjustment of artillery
fire by precision msthods. It is alsoc beljeved that more training should be
given the junior officers in the organization, occupation and operations of
artillery OPts. It 1s further recommended that officer replacemnts for
medium battalions be given treining in the ncmenclature, care and maintenance
of the wezpon which is the basio amn of that unlt. It has been the experience
of this commend that officer replacements have no knowledge of the weapon with
which they are to work,

FERSONNEL

The replacement of personnel during the period covered by this report
was not sstisfactory. The efficiency of the battalion was handicapped by lack
of officer and enlisted replacements, Specifically, from the personnel stand—
point, there follows several recomnendations which it is believed would improve
the efficlency of this battalion:

2+ FDG - An overstrength should be allowed in the T/0, or an incresas
provided, in order to allow two shifts to operate in the FDO. At present, FDC
personnel are on call twenty-four houra a day, Also, ratings commensurate
with the duties should be provided; camputers should have at least a rating of
Tec, L. '

b, OP DETATLS - In order to man the (Pls properly on a twenty-four hour
basis, additional personnel should be suthorized,

€y 3~2 SECTION ~ An 8-2 clerk, to assist the 5~2, should be authorized
with at least & Tec, 4 rating,

d, AID MEN - Battery zid men, under cambat conditions, have far more
responsibility and perform a far greater servies than is expected of privates,
Therefore, in my opinion, at least one of the battery aid men should have a
Tec., 4 or Tec. 5 rating. :

MATFRIEL

o

~All the materiel of this battalion was satisfactory, with the exception
of the 155 mm "Schneider® howitzer, It is self—evident that these howitzers
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are wearing out and that a suitable supply of replacement parts is not avail-
able, It is apparent that this situation will be improved upon the issue of
the 155 M-l Howitzer, which a;rsars to be imminent. Mt is believed that the
issue ¢f a bulldozer to the battalion would greatly facilitate occupestions of
poaitien,

SUFPLY

The supply of all classes was adequate and highly satisfactory, with the
exception of ammupition, 'i-:e has been an apperent shortage of powder charges
throughout the period covered by this report. First, there was a shortage of
white bag powder; lately, we have been unable to secure sufficient green bag
powder. This sltuation seriously restricted the use of this battalion through-
out the operation.
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LIST OF CASUALTIES TN JANUARY 19Lk

1. Sgt Arthwr A. Young, ASN 38051398, Battery "G, was fatally wounded on

2.

3.

L.

5.

7.

9.

cpl

Prt

2nd

7 January 19Lh at 2300 hours, when an enemy srtillery shell burst near-
by where Sgt. Toung was putiing & gun into pomition about 300 yards south
of San Pletro, Italy. Sgt. Young died 2 few minutes before arriving at a
Hospitel. Buried in American Cemstery, Marzanello Nuovo, Italy, in Grave
130, Row 10 and Plot H. Entered service from Palestine, Texas.

lcl Ieonsrd J. Khajet, ASN 3806880k, Battery "G®, was lightly wounded
vhen he received shell fragments in his lsft arm and both legs, from &n
enemy artlllery shell burst nearby ab 2300 hours 7 Januery 19hl about

LOO yards west of San Pietro, Italy. BEntered service from El. Paso, Texas,

Louwis J. Paneblanco, ASN 31311216, Battery ®Cn, was lightly wounded
2300 hours 7 Januaery 194l about 300 yards west of San pietro, Itely,
when an enemy shell exploded nearby. He was hit by shell fragmsnts in
right thigh and both legs. Entered service from Lamrence, Masa,

Shelby R. Powell, ASN 35789767, Battery ngn, was 1ightly wounded in the
right hip when he waa hit by shell fragments from an enemy artillery shell
which exploded nearby at 2300 hours on 7 Jannary 19kl about 300 yards west
of San Pletro, Italy. West Bend, Kentucky home address.

Lt. Walton M. Vines, 0-1167257, Battery AR, was 1dghtly wounded in left
nrist by fargment from exploding enegy artillery shell sbout 2200 hours
7 Jamuary 194li, in battery position south west of San pPietro. Entersd .
service from Pinscn, Alabama,

Jamss C. Smith, ASN 20816/18, Battery "EM, was lightly wounded in left
leg about Lt inches above ankle. Occured when enemy shell explodad in
Battery area sbout 2350 hour on 7 Januwery 19kh about 500 yards west of
San Pietro, Italy. Entered sarvice from Fort Worth, Texas,

Douglas (NMI) Clinton, ASN, 33320602, Medical Detachment, this Battaliom
was killed in action. Death was cauned by enemy shell blast which caved
an embanlorent in en him. Pvt Clinton hed been worklng constantly with the
wounded and went to this shelter only after assisting in evecuating
wounded, vhen the blast caused the shelter to cave in, This happaned st
2330 howrs 9 Jenuary 19hlL south west of San pietro, Italy. Pvt Douglas
gm{ Clinton was burisd at the American Cemstery, Marzanello Nuovs, Grars
s Plot J on 10 January 19Lh, Entered service from Jamison, Penna.

It. Samuel (NMI)} Adrov, 0-1170618, Battery "Bh, was lightly wounded on
18 January 19kli. It. Adrov was wounded when he stappsd on a personnel
mine in poing to the observation post early in the morning., His loss was
great, dus to his capabllities and efficiency as a Battery officer.
Entered the service from Atlanta, georgla.

lcl Louis J. Deatch, ASH 20816025, Medical Detactment waa wounded on

8 January 194h. Pvt 1cl bDeatch was with Battery "Bt as Battery aidman,
when the area was subjected to enemy artillery shell {ire, ons shell
exploding nearby wounding Pvt 1lcl Deatch about the legs. He entered the
service from San Antonio, Texas.

1lcl W. Dewey, ASH 3618910, Battery #gn, was lightly wounded in left
wrist uhrapnei about 1500 9 January 19Uk when shell exploded in Battery
area south west of San pietro, Italy. Entered service from Kalamazoo,

Michigan. l 3 aqo g S
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HEADQUARTERS 155th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALTON
4.P.0. Ho, 36, U, 8. Army

10 March 1944

SUBJECT: Narrative Histery of the 155th Fleld Artillsry Battalion for
Pebruary 19.44. :

T0 4+ Commanding General
: 36th Infantry Division
APO No, 36, U, 5. irmy

Subzl tted herewith History and Records of the Battalion for the month of
Fetruary 19.4. The History 1a written in n narrative fora with attached coplep

of Situation Map, Overlays and Firing Charta.
W

THOMAS T, ATEINS
Lisutenant Golopel, F. 4.
Commanding
1 Incl - Barrative "February.® (Sextupls)
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QPERATIONS T4 TTALY, MARCH 2944

Ol Feb - Battalion continued operations in the wicinity of Mt. Trocchio as
shown on Overlay No, B, Map - Italy 1/50,000, sheets 160, I, II,
Obaervation Poste unable to observs becanse of haze and smoke. Tha
lilst Infantry reported the location of an enemy instsllation and
fire was directed with wxcellent results. The Infaniry observer also
‘adjusted fire on ensmy dugouts, destroying two, This battalion re- .
celved targets from photowinterpretations and fired on them with un-
observed fire, results undetermined.  Other migsions fired by this
battalion wers on suspacted enemy batterles, and haraessing fires.
Amumition expenditures 4,B; amd C = 568 of HE; Pac Battery - 99 HE.

02 Pob - Visibility, good. The Commanding General, 3$th Infantry Division
Artillary visited "C¥ Battery positlon. . Cur Obssrwation.Posis were
active - firing on enemy tanks, vshicles, nebalwerfer positions and
personnsl, The Lir OP checked the base: point registered by each
battery. 1ilst Infaniry Obasrvation Foat located a nsbelwerfer posit!
and adjusted fire on it.. No further f£iring was observed from this
target. Our Battallon Liaison Section at 6th Armoured Observation
Poat adjustsd firs on Kebelwsrfer position, area psutralized, Sched-
uled Division Artillery harassing fires were underteken by this Batial
ioni  The Battalion Command Fost observed.a second spemy adjustment
on: the Bailey Bridge Northeast of the Commend Post, No damage wam ob
gerved. Amsunition expsnditures A,B, and C - 494 EE; 8 Swoke; Pac
Battery 310 HE; 1 Smoke. o <

03 Peb = Oaptain Willian D, Waldrop.relisved as Lisison Officer with 2nd Batta:
ion of the 6th Armoured Infantry,. Elsven (11) F¥ 109's fired on by ot

© . AnticAireraft Unit. The sneny adjusted fire on several targets in thi
vieinity of the Bettalion area; during the course of this adjustment,
rounds fell in the Battalion Commend: Fost, Hesdquarters Battery and &
BEattery sreas. By VOCG Divimion Artillary, Battalicn In direct suppo
of 91 Reconnaipssnce Squsd with 131st Field Artillery Battalion and
132rd Field Artillery Battalion refnforeing ooy fires. Lt. Lockland
reported: to this Battalion as Lialison Officer froa the 91 Boconnaissa
Squad,  Our Observation Post edjusted fire on enemy tank, nebelwerfer
positions apd psrsonmsl, with good results, lst Lt, Eaymend F. Kent,
this Battalion dispatched as Linison Officer with 55tk Fleld Artiller;
Battalion. . The Air OP silenced anm snemy gut buttery and was unable
complete adjustment on another bettery bacause of lack of fuel. 4
number of photo ihterpretation targets from 36th Divimion irtillery,
fired on by this Battalionj results unknowti, Schednled harassing fim
were fired during hours of dsrkness, Amsunition expenditure: 4,B, an
C - 33 HE, 12 Sooke; Fac. Battery 539 HE, 1 Backe.
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Q4 Feb - Major Frank J. Bobbs, Battalion Bxecutive, dlspatched as Liaimson
Officer to British 23rd Fisld Regimsnt, Our Qbservation Posts ad-
juated fire on enemy guns, vehicles ani nebelwerfer positions,
several snsmy batteriea; no further activiiy poted from thspe posil-
tions. Scheduls herassing fires fired during the afterncon. Several
eneny gun positicns wers fired upen with unobserved firs, resilts
unknown. VOCG 36th Diviasion Artillsry, restricted Battalion to twenty
(20} rounds per gun per day on 155mm‘s until 1l February. During the
day apd pight, harassing fires, Anmunition expsnditure: 4,B, apd C -
463 HE, 7 Smoke; Pac Battery - 201 HE, no Smoke,

05 Feb - Vipibility excellent. Lilst Infantry Observer sdjusted fire on Hebel-
werfer position, which was nsutralized. There was considerabls move-
ment in the Battalion arex dus to heavy traffic of sdjacent unite
moving in, During the course of the afterncon approximately forty (40)
rounds fell in the battalion ares, causing imjuries and one (1} death
in Pac Battery; Pvt Dominik J, Cermeto, 20248062, on 8D duty from 13ls%
Field Artillery died of wounds; Pvis Antonio {(mal) Del 'Vecchio,
31246985, Tony (nml) Canino, 37329451, both of 133rd Fleld Artiliery
Battslion, on SD with Pac Battery, were wounded; Pvt lel Troupe F.
Griffin, 34242911, S0 with Pac Battery from 13lst Field drtillery
Battalion wounded; Pvt lcl Rudolph F, Bansut, 36174179 and Pvt Eugene
J. G'Brien, 32761373, of Headquarters Battery this Battalion ware
woundsd and Corporal George G. Lshman, 12132991 of Battery "CM was
wounded by the heavy eneay concentration on the Battalion. One 75ma
Howitser of Psc Battery was damaged beyond repair and twenty-five (25)
rounda of aweunition rendered ungervicsabls dus to burning casouflage
pst, 8ix (6) M8 109's drew our Ak fire. Harassing missions fired
during darkness. 14lst Infantry CObservation Foat adjusted fire on
ensmy Nebslwerfer position, neutralizing same. 91 Reconnaissance
Observation Post sdjusted fire on ensmy Observation Post in a house,
four (4) hits were observed, Our 91 Rscomnaissance Liaison Officer
reports location of snemy installations, btut dus to the United supply
of emmunition thess targets could not bs fired upon with nnobssrved
firs. Our observation Fosts adjusted fire on two (2) Nebelwerfer
positions, ons snemy tank, machine gun emplacensnt and ensmy Command
Post with good resulta, Haraesing fires fired during hours of daylight
and darimess. Due to shortage of ammunition, Pac Battery fired all
harassing fires for this battalion. Asmunition eapenditure: A,B, and
C - 193 HE, 13 Smoke; Pac Battery - 326 HE, 2 Smoks.

Air OP located three (3) enemy gun positions and Nebelwerfer poaitlons.
Fire was adjusted on them, No further firing was observed from theae
poaitiona. "C* Battery Observation Post located ensmy gun battery
beyond our maximun range end adjusted fire on them with the 995th Field
Artillery. Serias of explosions were ssen in this area.
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06 Feb - Visibility excellent, Twenty (20) M8 109's drew Ak fire. Captain
Filliam D, Waldrop relieved as Linison Officer with 91 Beconnaissance
8quad and returned to this battalion. Captain Jack E. Fulgham, 8§ = 3,
reldeved from duty with ihis battalion and assigned o 36th Division
Adrtillery as 3 = 3, 23rd Field Regiment relleved by 57sh Field Regl-
sent and Major Bobbs continued as Liaison Officer to the 57th, Our
Observation Posts fired on enemy vehiclss, parsonnel, and Kebelwerfer
positiona with satisfactory resulte, During the entire aftsrnoon the
battalion ares was shelled; while the shelling was going on, certain
faotoras underlying the uss of terrsin became mare apparent sm the
shelling progressed, First, areas in aight defilads mere ashelled,
apparently by erratic rounds only, apparently observation in areas
sesningly deflladed from enemy observation bsing obtained thri a draw,
which to the casusl observer would have appsared an impossible aituse
tion if him recomnalssance was made during haszy westher, EHowsver during
cold weather, preceded by thunder showers, atmcaphere cbacurity was min-
imized and a comparatively safe vallsy reodered susceptible to hostile
ponstration. Secondly, works of man, partlcularly stons, abould not .be
utilized as parking areas for yehicles or even temporary halting areaa
for foot troops; mors prescisely, thraaa.g individvdls enjoying aight
dafllade and flat trajectory weapons d o from the ensxy, yet in
the immediste vicinity of a atons houss, wers killed by one (I{aron.nd
which struck the house soms fifteen (155 or twenty {20) feet above the
ground. This projectils in it's interrupéed flight had rendered umelsss
an otherwlss excellent position utilised presumably by men on foot to
epcaps the conmequences of ensoy shell firs, Ead the stons houss been
sonsplace alse 1t 1s llkely that the shell on ground impact would mot
have been of any serious conssquence. Thirdly, houaes bullt of stons
in this country, as far as we have bsen able to determine, consist
esoantlally of two (2) paréss a firat floor, of what might ba termed
limentons wortar work and s sscond atory, if any, of pumice ptons mortar
work, This pumice is more easily destroysd than the limsstons by fire
for destruction; conaeguently, it 1s observed that important instalia- .
tions might profitably utilire the ground floor of stone buildings.
®R® Battery Observation FPost picked up a gun, firing, during the
courss of the Battalion shelling, and adjusted fire and it is believed
that thip gun was ailenced, About 90X of the battalion communications
was knocked-out by the shelling and radic comsunications was suscess-
fully used in carrying on the mission of the battalion, Thers were no
harasping firing on this dete, Amrunition expended: 4,B, and C - 223
HE, 14 Smoke; Fac Battery - 338 HE, 20 Smoks.
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07 Feb - Keather clear and cold; vislbility, basy to good. Major Frank J. Hobbs
reliaved of duties as Battalion Exscutive and assigned to 6750th Hg.
Company City ddministration ( Prov. Hq 5th Army ), departing at 1315
{ Buving retorned from duty with 57th Fig¢ld Regimsnt (British at 0900).
Visit froe 36th Infantry Division, Inapector Geperal, Lieutenant Colonsl
Heese at 1225 to 1350, VOOG 36th Division Artiliery 1800 Battalion in
direct support 1Fi, to maintain Lisison with 2nd Battallon, 143rd Infan-
try. 1lst Lientepant Raymond F. Kent relieved of Lisison asaignment with
59th Field Artillery Battslion, returning to battalion at 1830. Fiwve
heavy enemy artillery bursts in battalion ares about 1710; no dammge or
casualtiea; projectils fragments later delivered te 4 - 2, estimated o
be 210 Hebelwerfer. MNo harassing fire miassions; counterbattery missions
ad justed by ground end alr Observation Fosts, with reporied effective
area neutralirzed, destruction of one (1} Nebelwerfer, an ammunition dump
explosion and start of o fire in ensmy gun position. Ammnition expen-~
diture { 6 misslons on 5 targete ) 4,5, and C - 234 HE, 15 Smoke; Pac
Battery - 54 HE, and 2 Imoke.

08 Fab - Weather clear and cold; visibility haszy to good. Lleutensnt Colonel
Thomas T. Atkins attends CCB conference at 1400 hours, 1lst Lieutenant
Eent, lst Lieutenant Charles A. Bent and 2nd Lieutenast Beaman W. Sam
departed at 1700 for 2nd Battalion, 143rd Infaniry as linison snd for-
ward obgserver sssignment. No enemy counterbattery received. Thres (Bg
day harasaing missions (45 rds) and three (3) night barassing (126 rds
assigned by 35th Division Artillery, were fired by Pac Battery. Boaides
chack point registration of all batteries, A, B, and G were sdjusted on
targets (total of 4) by eir and ground obaervers; reported offect: area
peutralized and fires started. Ammunition expeniituress A,B, and C =
125 HE, 9 Smoke; Pac Battery - 183 HE and 13 Smoke.

09 Fob - Weatber ralny to damp to fair and colda wisibility fair, Reconnaisaance
Officer, Survey Officer spd Commanding Officer, with detalls, on posl-
tion reconnaissance 1000 hours., VOCG 36th Division Artillery at 1320
hours - battalion to move to new srea at dark. Command FPost closed and
IC's moved forward, with parties, at 1500 hours. Head of battalion
motor coluan on road at 1715, Battalion in new area at 2230, Command
Post opensd at 2300, ccordanance 877228, No ensmy counterbattery re-
ceived, MNo harassing missions, Ome time registration, four (4) ob-
saryed fire eisslcos ( all befors 1500 hours ), two (2) alr mdjusted,
two (2) ground; reported effective, nebelwsrfer areas well covered,
three {3) hits on house fired upon, Amaunition expenditures: i,B, and
C - 83 E®, 69 Smoke; Pac Battery - 14 HE, 1 Smoke.
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10 Feb - Weather cloudy aid cold to rainy; visibility fair to vary poor. VOGG
36th Divislon Artillery at 0830 bours Battalion now in general smpport
of the 36th Infantry Division, Battery Observations Posta establipghed

base point and check point registration from the positions occupled
last night, No enemy counterbattery received., Eo targets of opportun.
ity.  Pag Battery fired ons hundred and sixty (150) rounds on night
barassing misasiona. Ammunition a:panditnru A, By ard C - 437 HE, 2
Smoke: Pac Battery 661 EE, 2 Smoke.

11 Fab - Weather intermittently rain:; v‘lsi‘bilitr variable, chiefly poor. Ee-
celved written confirmmtion { Artillery Annex to FO 47 ) of previcus
oral advice from Commanding Gensral, 36th Infentry Divislon Artillery
of battalion mimnion, (me (1) round of ensmy smoke in Battalion area
at 1643 bours -- ineffectivs., Bans Point registration checked by
ground Observation Fosts. Preparatory, accompanying, and defenaive
( counter-attack-repelling) fires accosplished by all batteries, per
FO 47, 36th Diviemion Artillery Annex ss callsd for., The following
replacements wers received u:ﬂ nsaignad to the wvarious Batteriems an

indicated:

Pvt Richard G, Abbazia, 32917983 Prt Elner A, Aross, 32917632
Prt Layman (nml) Burna, Jr., 35682212 Pyt Jesss Q. Brewer, 34636969
Prt Thomas P, Butler, 32977698 Pvi Michael M, DeGesare, 33685478
Pri Brumo (pmi) Elkan, 32896978 Prt Charles L. Fowlkes, 3593924
Pvt Floyd J, Hudson, 38471530 Prt Lloyd C. Hudmon, 38471545
Prt Alfred J. DeMart, 32931486 Pvt Lawrence E. Lett, 34731928
Pvt Barl K. Eichelbsrgsr, 33723920 Prt Augustin R. Resendes, 18048081
Cpl Herbart J, Narks, 31293040 . Pvt Broest W. Wright, 33642929

EBATIERT A" _ :
Pyt John A, Hyman, 12140737 Pyt leonard (nml) Brotzky, 42001250
Prt Richard A, Croaby, 32977960 Prt Robert (nal) Withers, 33504551
Pvt Charles J. Ballard, 35770538 Prt William H, Bowman, 35871109

; BATTERY *5*

Prt Charles B. Allen, 33762849 * Pyt ILouls F. Consalvo, 32677960
Pvt Nicholas (nmi) Cosentino, 42002121

BATTEAY 'G*
Pvt Gecrge O} Charberlsin, 33237573 Prt Boward T. Martin, 32730545
Prt 1cl Charles H. Tobey, 35270707 Pvt lol Richard L, Conaway, 35385480
Prt John (nmi) Ostash, 33778527 Prt B.arlond J. Varol, 39047796

Prt Richard K. Wiehls, 37565723
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Thres (3) night haraseing missions participated in by all batteries

{ 100 rounds before 24003 80 rounds Pac Battery, 20 romnds 4, B, and
C). Fire adjusted by ground observation on Nebalwerfert One (1) tar~
get hit, with resulting sheet of flams, Amminition expenditures 4,
B, and C - 437 HE, 2 Swoke; Pac Battery 661 HE, 2 Smoks.

12 Feb - Feather cloudy ard cold; wisibility poor. Frevious night harassing
missions (3) continned to 0600 ( 4, B, and ¢ - 40 rounda; Pac Battery
~ 140 rounds ). Base point registration checked by sir and ground
observation. Defensive fires hy Pac Battery { 100 .rounds ) in repul-
sion of eneny countsratiack, Observsd missions (8) on eneay battery
and gundry Hebelwarfers, using both air and ground Observations Foets,
with effective area ngutralization, Ho snemy counterbattery received.
8ix (6) might harassing missions (A, B, ani G « 40 rounds; Pac Batbery
- B0 rounds )., Total amunition expsgditure for the perioda &, B, and
C = 221 HE, 52 Smoka; Pac Battery - 326 HE, 28 Swoks,

13 Feb ~ Weather clear and coldj visibility good, except for slight hase. [heck
of Base Foint reglstration. Previous night's harassing missiocns (6)
continued to 0700 (A, B, and C = 80 roumds; Pac Eattery - 156 rounds).
Obsarved missions, adjnated from air and ground, on Newslwerfers and
guns, with Teport area neutrslized snd one (1) firs, 8ix {(6) night
harasaing misaions (A, B, and C - 16 rounds; Fac Batiery - 71 ronnds).
Lieutsnant Kent went to 36tk Division Artillery at 1100 hours for
maintenance of command liaison with Eritish units, per VOCG 36th Divi-
i Artillery received at 00945, No enemy counterbattery received.
Total emmunition expenditure for periods i, B, and C - 193 HE, 21
Smokes Pac Battery - 231 EE, 3 Smoke.

L, Fab ~« Weather clear and cold; vielbility geod. Previous nightts eix (6)
harassing aissiona continoed unti) 0700 (A, B, and C - 100 rounds;
Pac Battery - L0 rounds). Fire suppended 0800 to 1430 between 220.238,
respecting truce for removal of dead. One observed mission on enemy
motor column, interdieting highway at Tosd Junction and hitting ons (1)
truck (Pac - 31 rounds). Arrivel of Lieutenant Colonel Avery and . .
Captain Frazier (1330), 339th Field Artillery Battalion, Gommanding
Officer apd 8 - 2, for overnight visit. 8ix (6) rounds of enemy
counterbattery in general vieinity of Battalion Gommand Post, four (4)
rounds near, bnt over "AY Battery pun positions, in late afternoon.
During the evening, just sfter sundown, Pvt Ollie J. Ballay, 38065436,
Battery "AM, was in a room washing his mess kii, whan s shot was heard,
Upon hearing the shot, Pvt Toy . Compton rushed into the rocm and afte
getting his eyas mccustomed to the darkness, found Pyl Bailsy in &
falling position; took him by the arm and led bim outside whers first
aid could be given. A fallen rifls, knocked down by a nearby sxplosion
accldentiy went off, from which Pvt Bailay disd later thim date.
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N:l.?ht harassing missionss &, B, and 0 {3) = 36 rounds; Fac Battery
(4) - 48 rounds. Total ammunition expenditure for periodi A, B,
C - 135 HE; Pac Battery - 209 HE, 10 Smoks.

15 Feb - Weather clesr epd cold; visibility good. Provious night's seveDn {7)
harassing missions continued to 0600 (4, B, and C - 36 rounds; Pac

Frazier at 1000 hours. Jerial bombing of Abbey déi Yontacassino

from Command Post at 0900 and pericdically thereafter during the day.
Lieutenant Colonel Thomae 7, Atkins, Battallon Coamander, left for col-
forence at 36th Division Artillery ab 1200. Observed minsions (5) on
enemy guns end infantry and in interdictlon of road Junctlon and Tegis-
4ration on bridge at check point (A, B, and ¢ ~ 73 rounds; Fac Battery
. 96 rounds). Total ammnition expenditure for periods A, B, a8 C -

213 EE, 4 Swoke; Fac Battery - 181 EB, 15 Sacke . ‘

16 Feb - Weather clear and cold; visibility good. Previous nightls five (5)
harassing aisaions continued to 0600 (A, B, and C - 108 rounda; Pag
Battery, 96 rogods). Corporal froast W. Dohm, Message Center Oleck of

Headquarters Pattery, was killed at Headquarters 36th Division Artillery

at 00015 hours as & result of esaxy shells £alling in and around

935th Field Artillery Battalion succesefully adjusted from wpS Patliery
Observation Post on distant enemy inatallation, Oscasional serial
bombing of Abbey di ¥ontecassino observed fron Comaand Post. EF Teglis-

checked from air OF. Observed missions (4) on anemy gund, roed

and tridgs (A, By and G - 70 rounds; Pac Battery - 10 rounds)s reported
peutrelisation, mith fire started, Six (6) night harasaing miasions

{(dy B, axd G = 48 rouods; Pac Battery - 72 rounds). Total

expenditurs for period; &, By apd C - 248 EE, 11 Smoke; Pac Batiery ~

180 EB, 5 Swoke.
17 Feb - Weather cleel and cold; visibllity good, Previous night's aix (6)

harassing misslone continued to 0430 (Ay By and C - 48 rounds; Fac

Battery - 72 roundg). Ground Observation Post adjusted five {5

on ensmy probable Command Foast, motor park, rosd junction, bridge and

tanks, with reported neutralization effect plus a pizeabls fire
motor park (A, B, and C - 186 rounds; Pas Battery - ¢0 rounds).

pight harassing missions (A, B, and C - 48 rounds; Pac Battery - 72

rourda). Total ampunition expenditure for perlod; &, B and C ~
* 9 Smoke; Pac Battery - 198 fiE, 6 Smoke,

ol KES .o
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18 Feb ~ Weather clear and cold; visibility good. Previous night®s harasaing
misaicns continued to 0430 {4, B, end ¢ ~ 48 rounds; Fac Battery - 72
romds}. Commanding Geperal 36th Division and Commanding General 36th
Divielon Artillery visited the Command Post and the Battelion Ares.
Observed eight (8) misaions adjusted by air OF and 132nd Field Artille
Battalion and our Observation Fosts on Nebelwerfers, snemy guns, a sel
propelled, vehlcles and probably camouflaged Installation, with report
effective neutralization, inaluding target hit onthe self-propelled,
{4, B, and C - 138 rounds; Pac Battery - 40 rounds}. Seven night
harasaing misslons (4, B, and C - Lli4 rounds; Pac Battery - 89 rounds)
Total ammunition expenditure for periods 4, B, and G - 319 HE, 11 Smck
Pac Battery - 196 HE, 5 Smoks,

19 Feb - Wenther clear and cold; visibility good. Frevicus nights seven (¥)

. harassing mimeicns continued to 2330 (A, B, and C -~ 1i4 rounds; Pac
Battery - 88 rounds). Commanding Generanl 36th Division Artillery and
the Commapding General, Divisicn Artiliery, 88th Divialon, viait
battalion and inspect battery positiona. Lt. Kent relieved by Divisior
Artillery of Liaison with the Eritish, and returned to the bettalion a!
1815. The 935th Fisld irtillery Battalion adjusted on ensmy truck par]
by B* Battery QObservetion Post. Observed mission adjusted by ground
Observation Post on Mebelwerfer, spother by air Obgervation on enemy
guas, both with reported peutralizing effect {i, B, and C - 41 rounds),
81ix (6) night harassing missions (A, B, and ¢ - 48 rounds; Pac Eattery
120 rounda). Total ammunition expenditure for the pericds 4, B, and C
2X HE, 3 Smke; Pac Battery ~ 208 HE.

20 Feb = Weather clear and cold; visibility good to hazy, Previons night's six
(6) harassing wissions continusd to 0600 (i, B, and C « 48 rounds; Fac
Battery - 180 rounds). Base and check point regiatretion and calibratic
(A, B, apd C « peventeen (17) rounds; Pac Battery - 38 rounds). Ground
Observation Post adJustment of observed misalons two (2) on bridge word
party, with reported peutralizing effect, plus ons (1) fire (Pac Batter
- 13 rounds). 8ix (6) night harassing missions (i, B, end € « 36 round
Pao Battery - 60 rounds). Total amsunition expenditurs for the day's
periods A, B, and G - 101 BE; Pac Battery - 278 HE, 13 Smoke,

2) Feb = Weather cleer and cold; vieibility good. Previcus night's mix (§)
harassing misaions continusd to 0600 (4, B, and G = 54 rounds; Pac
Battery - 90 rounds). Commanding General, 36th Division Artillsry
visited Batialion 1030 to 1200 hours and ingpected battery positions.
air and ground observation poasts adjusted misaions on Nebelwerfers and
ensxy installations, with reported neutralization of area (i, B, and C
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=158 rounds), Six (6) night harassing miseions (A, B, and C = 48
rounds; Pac Battery - 72 rounds}. Total smsunition expenditurs for
periods A, B, and € = 258 rounds HE, 2 Smoke; Pac Battery 162 HE,

22 Fab = Weather clsar gnd cold;vksibility good. Previous nights six (6)
missions continved to 0600 houra (A, B, and C = 72 rounds; Pac Battery
~ 108 rounda). Beotor unusually quist. One obssrved mission, »djusted
by ground obeervation, on Nebelwerfer; target area well coversd., Ssven
night missions {A, B, and C = 96 rounda; Pac Battery - 36 rounds).
Total wssmnition expenditurs for pericd: A, B, and G - 184 HE; Pac
Battery - il HE.

23 Fab - Weather rainy; visibility pocr. Previoum night'a meven (7) harassing
nisslons continued to 0500 (i, B, snd € - 14/ rounds; Pac Battery -
5, roundp). 8ix (6) day harassing missions (A, B, and ¢ ~ 294 rounds;
Pac Battery - 168 rounds), B8ix (6) night harassing missions (i, B,
and 0 = 54 rounds; Pac Battery li4 rounds). Total amumition expendi-
ture for the periocd: A, B, and C ~ 491 HE, 1 Smoke; Pac Battery - 366
HE.

24 Pab = Weather clear and colds visibility falr. Previous night's six (6)
harnssing missions continued to 0500 honra (A, B, and ¢ - 54 rounds;
Pac Battery « 144 roupds), Battalion Commander laf't at 0935 for oot
ference at 36th Division Artillery and returned at 1205, At 1230
Battalion Field Order FNo. 4 was lmsued, regarding rsinforcemsnt of the
4th Battalion, 67th Field Artillery (Freuch). Captain Lawrence D,
Gllmer, Battalion Exscutive Officer reported to the 67th Fleld irtiller
as Liaison Officer at 1245. Ten (10} rounds snemy countarbettery in
vicinity of "C¥ Battery area at 1710, kmooking out ome (1} truck.

{A, B, and € fired 29 rounds and Pac Pattary fired 1) rounds). Ground
Observation Poste adjustment on Hebelwerfar (¥R% Batiary fired 25
rounds), Pive (5) night barassing mimsions (A, B, and 0 = 4B rounds
and Pac Battery fired 48 rounds)., Total aimmition expanditurs for
pericd; A, B, and G fired 153 rounds HE and 3 Smcke; Pac Battery fired
202 rounds HE and 1 Smoke.

25 Fab « Wenther cloudy, oocasional rain, visibility poor to fair, FPrevicus
night's five (5) harnssing missions continued to 0600 ¢k, B, and C = 48
roundss Pac Battery 4B rounds}, Ground Qbaservation Fost adjustmsnt on
Hebelwerfer resulting in a large exploeion (Pattery A" fired 15 rounds,
194th Field Artillery Battalion edjusted by "BY Battery Observation
Fost on enewy guns, atarting two (2) fires. Three (3) night harassing
mlssions (i, B, and G = 65 rounds; Pac Battery 96 rounds)., Total amm-
nition expenGiture for periods i, B, and C. - 127 HE, 1 Smcke; Pac

Battery - Li4 EE, RESTR :;Tm >
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25 Feb - Weather rainy; visibility poor, FPrevious night's three (3) harassing
misslons continued to 0600 (4, B, and C - 35 rounds; Pac Battery -
144 rounds). Helief of 3th Infentry Division slsments In progress hut
incomplets. One observed mission an suony battery, Batteries &, B, and
C fired 69 rounds, neutrslising area, inpluding an explosion, Five (5)
night harassing missions (4, B, and C - 50 rounds; Pac Battery - 120
rounds). Total ssmunition expenditure for periods 4, B, and G -~ 153
HE, 1 8moke: Pac Battery - 26, HE, '

27 Feb = Weather rainy to clear; visibility poor to good. PErevicus pight's five
(5) harassing missions continued to 0700 (1, B, and € - ‘M rounds; Pao
Battery 168 rounds). March order for svacuation to rest cadp recelved
from 36th Divisien Artillery at 1815. Base Point reglatrations checksd
by air OP adjustment. Fire delivered on sneRy morfirs as cslled for
and obaerved by French (67th Fleld Artillery) Observation Fost, (A, B,
and C fired 72 rounds). Ome night observed mission on Nebelwerfer,
Battery “C® fired twenty (20) rounds with reported neutralizing resulta,
Seven (7) night harassing missions (4, B, and G - 100 rounds; Pac Batter
~ 180 rounds). Total ammunition erpenditure for periods A, B, and C =
273 HE, 5 Bwoke; Pac Battery 349 HE and 9 Smoke,

28 Fob - Woather cloudy; visibildty fair. Previous night's geven harassing
nissions continued to 0600 OA, B, and C fired 99 rounds and Pac Battery
fired 180 rounds). Further relief of 36th Infantry Division elements
cancelled; 36th Division Artillery March Order rascinded, Observed two
(2) missions on enemy installations » Observation post and 8P (Battery
"BY and AC* fired 127 rounds), Bix night harasaing misaions (&, B, and
C - %0 rounds; Pac Battery - 150 rounds). Total ammunition expsoditure i
for period: 4, B, apd ¢ - 31, HE and 2 Smoke; Pac Battery fired 330 row
HE.

29 Feb - Weather cloudy to clear, visibility good. PFrevious night's gix haramaing
misslons continued %o Q700 houra {4, B, and C fired 126 Tounda; Fac
Battery fired 210 rounds), Lt. Colonel Lawson, Battalion Gommander of
the 443rd AAA, visited Comnand Post at 1045, advised relisf of Li3d by
the 630th AdA tonight. Eight day harassing missions (Rattery ®BR and
¥C® fired 48 rounds. Hine misalons were obsarved; 3 froua French, 1
fros 36th IMvidion irtillery Air OP, 1 from 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion, 2 from Battery Obsarvation Posta, 2 from Battery Gommand Posta
on sneny installatbus, Obmervation Fosts, spemy battary, Nebslwerfer,
and SP's, adjusted with reported neutralizing effsct, 8ix night harassin
missions (A, B, and C = 45 rounds; Pac Battery - 150 rounds). Total
aamimition expenditure for periods 4, B, and G 445 HE, 19 S8mcke; Pac
Battery - 360 HE. R P
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The Battalion Himtory ana all inclosures are typeo by the Perscnnel
Section of this Battalion, namely: Tech Sergeant John J. Camisa,
Personnel Sergesnt Major, Chicago, Illinols; Corporal Herbert C.
Pomu, Headquartars Battery Clerk of Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Gorporal
Herman J. braun, Battery ngn Glerk, of Pittsburgh, Fa,; Corporal
Jemes L. Prigemore, Battery "L% Clerk of Fort horth, Tems; Corporal
Killlap Schracing, Battery "ct Clerk, of Milwaukee, Kisconsin;
Corporal Bert A. Spencer, Service Battery Clerk of Morgantown, W,
Virginia; Corporal Lurward Mclonglc, Heaoquarters Glerk of Fort
Korth, Texas; sn. Tech Grace 5, Henty ¥, Pfriendier of Nex York. Each
month the Battalion History is typeu by the above men in mdaition to
thelr regular cdutiea, wnich are plentiful while in combat,

STANLEY W, HOTH
WX, 1.0.3,
Unit Historian

11 Incls,
Eaiibps A - Casualty List

- Ufficers Roster

Unit Journal

Air Sectlon !Maaions

3 = 2 Reports

S = 3 Reporis

Firlng Reports

Fleld Order § 4

Situation Qverlay for February

Maps

Firing Charts for Februsry
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BATTALTON CONTINUED IN COMEAT

The Battalion contirmued in combat from 17 November 1943 with the exception of
oight daye in Jammary 1944, which were epent in rest srea near Alife, Italy,
From the positions occupled just ecuthesst of Mt, Trocchio at the month'as be-
ginning, displacement forward was made on the 9 February to the area somse 3500
yards northeart of the tomn of Caseino, where the Battalion at the nomth's end
was stlll tc be foumnd,

EXFLACENENTS

0o the 11 February 1944 the Battalion received thirty-two enlisted replacement s,
which were needed to replace those sick in hospital sad wournded, Thepe replace—
ments ware duly assigned to the seversl Batteries inzedistely, T

OFFICER THANSFERS

During the month of February Najor Prank J. Hobbs, Captain Willard L, Btobaugh
were tranaferred to Provisional City Gowvernment of Rome, Captain Jack B, Fulgham
transferred to 36th Ddvision Artillery and 2nd Lt, Doneld X, Eolan transferred
to 138th Truck Quartermmpter Company,

AMUNTTION

For virtmally the entire pariod under review the Battalion?’s opsrations were
subject to restricted daily ammmition allotmentt 20 rounds per piecs, The
effect was but partially ameliorate by the availability to the Battalion of the
Provieional Mountain Battery (Pack 75mm howltzer) which was particnlar walne in
exscution of assigned harraseing missioms,

Mg 1

Despite an increasing proportion of fair days, the seasonal inclemency of the
weather, added to the extended stay in the line and incressed dutiss of Temain-
ing key persomnel, comenced to exanct gradnal toll in individnal physical well-
being and the functicnal efficiency of equipment, The effect was sufficiently
menifested, it wae felt, to preclude appraise), of Battalion combat efticiency
88 high as "Excellent® after 11 February; accordingly, it has since been canaip-
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QESERVATION POSTS .

Battery Observation Post details are subject to peculiar strain under exlsting
conditions, The employment of alternating tesms in the battery, each team un~
der- the directien of an officer and neither to remain Bare then several sugcas-
sive days cn Obaervation Fost duty, has been desmed expedient, This practice
operates to withdraw the Battery Motor Officer - asslstant Bvscutive

from his normal assignment, Any officer incapacitation Immedintely transfers
responsidbilities to already well-burdened neo~comnissioned personnel,

ISGMIHCBOFOTBHM

The asaistence of Enginser unite in road and area maintenance and isprovement
end of the Division Military Polica in traffie ccntrol Lhas been cbaerved to be
timely, prompt snd exzellent,

FEOMUENDATTORS o

in the line to the extent thet operationsl requirements Permit, no less for the
periodic repair and maintensnce of vital organiszaticonal equipment than for the
restoration of persormel dalled by fatigue,

CONSOL CASUALT:

The following is a Gonsolidated List of Casualtfes of the 155th Pield irtillery
Battalion for the month or Fobruary 19443 :

Qfficers [nlisted My
Eilled in Asction - 1
Wounded in dction - 2

DPiesd of Wounds -

Massing in gotion -

Maning -

Injured 4in jetion - .

Wounded and Remained on Duty - ]

Total - 8

Acocidental Degth . 1
None of the enligted men reported on Battls Casualty Reports returned to duty
during Pelruary. ‘
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Provisional Mountain Battery ("Pact)

puring the latter part of Dacember, 1943, decision was made by ibe

Divisiom Artillery, duly confirmsd by the Division Gommanding Genersl,

to exporiment with orgenisation and tactical employment of a *Provislanal
Mountain Battery® (BB) of 75ma, pscxhowlisers. Organisstion was per-
fected by the process of sdding to the 40-man inti-Tank Platoon of the
155th F. A. Bo. Headquarters Battery (inclnding S/Sgt James N, McGimnis

as acting firet sergeant) 9 men frca esch of the three light artillery
battalions of the Division; supplementing with a few selacted specialists
from other batteries ef the 155th; asaigning as officer perscmmel Captain
August C, Moser, Jr, (Battery Commander) and 2nd It. Fhlllip i. Chockley
of 155th F.A, Bn, and 2pd Lt, Stanley Chapman of the 132nd F. A. Bns;
sllotting the organic vehicular transportation of the Anti-Tank Flatoon
aforesaid, as well as two 3/4 ton weapona carriers from each of the three
1ight battalions; supplying nine 75mm, pack howitzers and making available
an mlimited supply of ammmition; and integrating the whole, as a distinct

organization, into the framewnrk of the 155th F. A. Hn. Undar Capt.
Moser's command PMB moved %into the line? with ita parent unit on 7 Jamuary
31944, and preparsd for actlon.

Action was pot long delayed, nor did it ever slacken appreciably

during the two months that ensued, Froa three succesaive positions,

operating as an 8-gun battery, "PacM-as it came to be referred to con-
veniently and afBctionately- fired well in excess 300 missionz of every
sort, for & recorded total of 15,939 rounds, First under Capt. Moser
and thereafter wder lst 1t. Martin W, Williamson, who succeeded Capt.
Maser upon his January 20th transfer from the Division, YPac® shortly
became and continued a herd hitting snd ever reliable mewber of the
Battalion tesm, particularly adapted to the terrain requiremente of the
cperative fromt,

The Mgrch 1st reorganization of the Batielion wnder the newly appli-

cable T/0 called an end to the successful experiment and terminated the
brief but useful existence of "Pac*, It moved on March lat from its
position in the line to a resr areaj on March Lth it was formally dis-
banded, componemt persomnel returning to former battery affiliations,
The so0lid achisvements of the organizetion snd the marked esprit de corps
it had attained bespesk volumes to the credit of the men, officer and
enlisted, who molded, inepired, and fought it.

- —————y
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Digest of composite ¢ ral acecount of Capt. lichard B. Hawk, 1st Lt, Leroy
1. Bell, lst Sgt James G. Jilliams =nd 5/35t Remson R. Cover,

It was 1250 when the f'irst roumd czme in. We. Bater (P made g party
lipe with the Exeoc FoLt, nn CP and we were sensing where they came in. They
Tinally getting & bracket cround hio. 2 and 3 guns, then shifted to just over
of Ho. 1. Ve kept on reporting and finally wire was out to Bn CP, but 1st 1t,.
Leroy I. Bell had phone connections to all puns end radiced Bn for Medicos,
Pvt lcl George C. Smith and Pvt Herbert R. Mphle were hurt., 1st Sgt James G.
Willisms ordered stretcher from QP, Capt. Richard B. Hawk got to the Exec
Post and asked about extunt of demages. Eell and Pvt lel Cleburne H, Schmidt
(Med) were at Exec Post tulizing care of wounded, Telephone message to 1lst Lt,
Bell said man on 51 gun wes losing bleod., (apt. Hawlt and Sgt Williams went to
Ni. 1 gun where all fire was being directed ({ire for effect}. Bulk of men
had pone under culvert between o, 1 and 2 guns (about 6 feet vide, 8 feet tall
and 1 yd longer than & CP tent.) Syt Willtams worked on Sgt Milton A. Herbort
Pvt Julius Shocko (Med) veriied en Pvt lcl Homer H. Heynolds. . ,.hurt by two
shells, Uapt Hewk worked on Juck P. Feichtner Pvt, 5gt Herbort was against
bunit of creeix st entrence te culvert. Pvt Shocleo bundaged Pvt Oscar M. Arm-
strong. Pvi Shocko pulled cut worphine syrrette and said that man had not been
given morphine (Pvt Jack P, Feichtner), Seid Pvt Stanley V. Kasprazak had
been shot in the stomach, gave him shot of morphin. Capt. Hark got his shirt
off, had to unbuiton his clothes cnd Pvi lcl Lestor M. Banse (Med) ceme down
culvert with stretcher., Then licdical Capt. Charles 0. Tool came in apd Capt.
Havk said to him, " Here's a case hard to handle,n UYou take it". Sgt Herbort
told Cept Hawk two men in dugout vere badly hurt (found Pvt Walter J. Wagner
wiith left leg berely hanging on to body)...also hit in upper cheek., Cpl
¥elvin B. Haley wes there with him, Capt Hawk looked at Pvt Wagner and noticed
Cpl James E. Bills - b:dly hwt, put hand en Cpl Bills and realized that he
o8 deed...in a crouching position. Asked sapt. Tool to come up, and Capt.
Tocl pronounced Cpl Bills dead, Sgt Williams went to Pvt Feichtner and turned
him over to aid men. Capt. Tool started to work on Pvt fagner. Sgt Williama
and Pvt John Genna took Pvi Feichtner out of culvert ang rlaced him in deep
ditch which was parallel to road...(being pinned down by heavy and continuous
fire}. Tec 5 James \/. Mcheill (led) and Pvt John Gemna cume in with stret-
cners end asked for additionel blrnicets, Sgt 7illinms showed them a tent and
they were obtained from there. C(apt Hawi cuse back and everybody was being
tzken cure of. Four Med.cos and Sgt Williams vere in end of culvert. At
thet tige shell hit directly under Pvt lel Heynolds {who was having his back
banaged by Pvt lel Banse); blew Capt, ugwlk, Pvt lel Schrmidt, Pvt lcl Banse and
Sgt Bemson R. Cover (Med)} into culvert and Sgt Williams stunned and thrown
against wall of culvert. ‘/hen Capt. Hewii came to he czlled the roll and ever-
one answered except Pvt lcl Heynoldas, H?a body was torn apurt - had been
; 2& which wes on top of cuivert; his legs ware
;c:gszegr::f °B§h§§l¥§§ta§ﬂgta%ﬁ?n h"t.h}.gl B?Lgsenhadpbegn hurﬁ a.ﬁd thereg\'-ere

move holes in Sgt jlerbort(left hip.

e re——— . —
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Shell lire continued. anotior round hit over tae wall and Pvt Cherles R.

allen in the leg; e craviicd to eu ¢ of crees zss.sted by Sgbt .illiems. sgt
widdiams turned hin over to Sgi Cover. Lt. Bell came, under iire snd hed

ta.en Sgb Herbort touards kiec Fost - corrying huimg hed to detour as pavder

in No. 2 reserve ammunition pit wes on Iire. Fvt pllen and Pvt 1cl Banse

sent down cresk to cub across because firing was covering road. Capt. Hawlk
found Pvt Kasprzalt, turned i . over to Sgt. cover. Capt. Hawlk started to

look for Capt. Tool. Somebod;- hollowed, "Medico is hurt!. Capt. Havk bew
lieved Capt. Toecl would tase cure of whoever it wes and did not shert lmmed—
iately to investipgete, Then scuepody said Cart. Tool wos nurt ( while working
on Pvi Wagner). 5gb Cover wes bandaging Pvi Lesprgakis leg and Pvi lecl

Schmidt was helping. Gave him morphine. Pvi Shocke walked with Pvt Oscar L.
Armsirong te Exec Post ab the sam time Lt, Bell wus Carrying Sgt Herbort. cpl
bernzrd L. Fiecke and Pvt 1lcl leland E. Grove vere using sandbags and bidons

Lo put out fire and Capt. lawk told them to get out of the field. Pvh Shocko
viis tilen returning irom Exec Post. Spt. Williams sent Pvt Kasprzak, and Pvi lel
Schmidt dowvni the creek; s.w Lhe, were not going to make it becsuse of shelling
50 hpd Pvt lel Schmidt foree rvi Kesproag on Spt 3iilliams bzek. Shell Pire
concussion kmocked th en down twice; on the third try succeeded in putting Pvi
aasprzalt in Ho, 3 Gun dugout. Sgt. Yillisms vent back to culvert and Pvt 1ol
Schmidt continued woriing on haspraak, AL the sgme time this was all happening
Capt. ilavk had gone o Caot. Tool ind szid, "Pr, are you hurt?, He sald, Byest
Muaht to look el my back.® Copt. iizuk asked could he help hii. Capt. Toocl
suited ¥ all the boys were being tazen cere of. Caph. iowk told him, WYest...
cubt his pants ofr snd saw hole in center of his baek. Told him how and where

iie uias hurt and ssced mim to try to move his leps and Capt. Tool said, "Don't
worry I siready seve...they zre all right." Eandaged Capt. Tool and gave him
morphine ond all this iiwe he was working on Fvi Wagner. Pvb vegner asked to
have his tourniquet tightened bwbt Capt. Howk itnew it vas elready too tight so
Just retended to tighten it, Capt. Hawk weni baclk and senti all the men into
the culvert, then remesbered Pvt Feichiner and went into ditch to keep him comp-
any (oifered him cigarette, thlited to him and assured him he was going to be
taiten care of alil risht and wwould scon be on the way to the hospital.) Pvt
wazner and Capt. Tool were inside dougout. Capt. Havk went with Sgt Cover to
ambulsnce sbout 1345, turned ambulince zround bub s shell knocked him across
the iront seal...st the second shell having turned ambulance around he rushed
to seelt cover by the vall that had been blown in. &gt Cover ook cover too...
in creei with Pvt Fe.teliner, &gt Cover vaiied for stopoing of fire and then
went up and gol the ambulance, Pvb Gemna, pPvt Shocko and Pvb iialter H. LaFlamme
{Ked) Pvt Haley and Pvi Uenna ;aciied up Pvt Feitchmer and put kit in ambulance.
»vi Holey and Pvb LaFiamme iried moving Pvi dogner, could not maxe it on account
of lout fool.ug. &gt vover, Capt. hHavk and Pvt Shocko liftud Pvt wagmer and
put hinm in ambulance, all went to Mtter for Capt. Tool and ,ut iim in ambulance
ag No. L. rub PVt Almsorong on .eapons carr.er and Pvt icl Saith, Pvi haley
and pvtlel Levirence P, Spitlisr on w.eapons ciir_er oo vgliting viounded, Aumbulance
eénd yeapans carrier out ebvut 0. Pyt el uadedzn 4. domsck drove ambuiatice
end pvt lel Jowes L. ichesdl (Ked) divve wespons currier. Sgt owilidams tried
to gct anoiher amoulance 1w remsining weunded. 1t., Bell radiced for ambulance
anag dector; wus criticised vy radic opiretor ior using radio for such message,
tuen vent down to Ho. b gun. At this time Pvt Kaspraak wss at No. 3, Pvt Allen
at lio. 4 and Pvt lel Banse bhod valiced to sid siatdon.

o RESTRIGTER- ¢
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Capl. Havwk and Sgt Uover toos eazons carvier.and ‘went back for bodies, Pvi
Haley and Pvt. Gemns vent vith St Cover Lo “Tap vodies in blaniets, gzt
Lover took weapons carr.ier to Burer QF, C.Pt. Hawk went bacx to creek and
EVer;hody was jone. Found oub thot Lt. BelY had Previously gone back and
arcered all out of gun positions crd oo take COVET in creek 200 yda avay.
Sgt Floyd M. Haynes was in charge, Firing stopped temporarily. Capt. Hewk
ceme up road and mefSgt. \jili.amg and altho! told that he had checked to gee
if 211 had been cieared Gapy Hawk vient boek agesn to cheek gun poeition,
Shelling started again, dgbe Wildians yent bzeik to Exec Post apd Fvt lcl
Thomas B. i{aminsiy cume buel: with litter. put Pvt iiasprazalt on litter

(Pvt 1cl Schmidt vms tuiting cive of him). GCept. llavik, Sgt Cover and Pvt 1cl
Schmidt went back to CP ond Pvt ilaspreal: was sent to hospital in n Jeep. Dr.
Phelan and men from 131st nig stetion hod meenwhile creived and were walting
at CF but there s nothing they ecould do, Sgt Cover and Capt. Havlk went
back to o, 4 gun to ejeck again; found nothing, Pvi 4llen had walited from
creck to CP with Pvt Fiecke and Pvt Elwood L, Godwin; Pvt Thomas J. Tomeso
(Ued) was marsing tags. lo transportation vas available to evacuate until

ambulance returned,
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11 Incla:
Exhibits A ~ Casualty List,
" B - Consolidated Casualties.
n C ~ Officeras Roster,
n D - Unit Journal.
n E - Alr Section Missions
" F ~ 8 ~ 2 Reports.
G -~ § - 3 Reports,
n H - Peily Firing Reports,
n
n J ~ Maps,
" K - Firing Charts.
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CONCLUSIONS BY THE BATTALION COMMANDER

In supplement of previous months! conclusions, from which the intervening
combat experience of the Battalion has not indicated material change, the
following observations and suggestions are submitied.

Metro mmssages received by the Battalion have been of extremely varying
reliability. Inquiry has disclosed that the metro station 1s often located

at o considerable distance to the rear of the howitzer positions, vhich more
often than not are well in advance of the Division light battalions. In berrain
of the sort confromting us, characterized by irregularly criss-crossed mountain
ranges separated by deep valleys, divergent air cwrrents and widely fluctuating
atmospheric conditlons betwesn two points a few miles apart are the ruls. It is
felt that proximity of the place of taking metearolegical readings o that of
their knowmn intended use would contribubte appreciably ito operating efficiency.

Receipt of recently sxposed and developed air photoa of the current target
area, despite a relatively stabilized situation, has been infrequent at best,
Regular automatic supply of these in adequate quantity wounld be more than
helpful in the accomplishment of assigned missions.

The Battalion was "in the line® from 16 November te 18 March, with the exceptior
of B days (30 Dec.~ 7 Jan.}, 2 goodly part of which week was conswmd by moving
out and then moving back. During the last few weeks not only was actlon re-
latively quiet on our front for intermittent days, punctuated by occasional
enemy haraseing mortar fire, but daily ammuniiion expenditure was saverely
restricted regardless. The conditions mentionsd - protracted sojourn opposite
the enemy, in a constant state of readiness, coupled with diminishing activity
and curtailed amminition zlletment - provoke an Yattrition" of morale and combal
efficiency that, for future purposes, showld be taken imbo critical account.
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LiST Ur CASUALTIES IO} hauiCH 1944,

1, Pvt 1el Karol 5. Polscelr, 3617417k, Baltery "AN, was seriously
wounded on 4 Lorch 44 by enemy shell fragments which hit
him i1 the back. Entered the service from Qwosso, liichigan.

2. Pvt Joseph J. KcGough, 33580823, Battery "AM, serlously wounded
by shell fragments in left knee, baclc and head on 4 March
4y, Entered Serviee from Philsdelphia, Pa.

3. Pvt Julius (M) Han':in, 32916369, Battery waw, Iightly wounded
in right arm by enemy shell burst on & Mar 4. Entered the
service from Trenton, N. J.

ke Pvt David (ILO0) Simon, 32333638, Battery naAw, alight cheeck
wound by eneny shellfire on 4 Bareh 44. kntered service from
Bromx, N. Y.

5. Pvt lel John W. Deeds, 33126317, Battery van, slight neck wound '
by enemy shmmiel on 4 Larch 4h. Entered service from Palmyra,
Va. !

6. Pvt Jamas E. Lenahan, 32724698, Gattery "BH, was lightly wounded
on & karch 44 by enemy shell fragrents near Cassino, Itedy.
Entered service from Rockland, N. Y.

7. Cpl James E. Bills, 20816497, Battery “Br, was instantly killed
when enemy shelis landed near his gun position on 18 Karch
44, Entered service trom Fort Worth, Texas,

8. Pvt lcl Homer H. Rejmolds, 38039007, was lkilled on 18 March 4l
when three enemy shells landed in area. Entered service from
Abeline, Texas.

9. Pvt Charles R. Allen, 33762849, Battery "Bo, was lightly wounded
in left leg by eneny shell fragment on 18 Karch 44. Entered
service from Johnstown, Pa.

10. Pvt Stanley V, Kasprzak, 32730961, Bettery VBT, wias seriously
mounded by enemy shell fragments in the Stamach on 18 March
44, Entered service from Buffaic, N. Y.

11, Pvt Welter . Vagner, 56174338, Baltery “Bn, was seriously wounded
by enemy shell fire which resulted in the Ioss of his leff leg
on 18 Larch 4i. kntered service from Detroit, ichigan.

12, s5gh Milton A. Herbort, 38025542, Battery "Br, seriously wounded
by enemy shell fragments which struck him in neck, shouwlders,

left side and back on 18 iarch k4. Enter /:;2/
Fredericksourp, “ “ c m
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2L, Pvt Oscar K. Armstrong, 35213541, Battery “BY, was seriously vounded
on head, neck, and chest 1& [larch 4 during eneny shelling of
battery gun positions. Lntered service from New Gumberland, i. Va.

25, Pvt Elwood L. Godwin, 34170325, Battery #BY, was Lightiy wounded on
right lmes 18 March 44 during enemy shelling of battery gun
positions. He was not hospitalized. Entered gservice from Vade,

North Carolina.
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13. Pvt Jack P. Feicitner, 15317262, Battery "5", sericusly wounded
on 18 March 44 when enemy shell fragmept struck him in stomach.
Entered service from Cincinnati, Ohio.

Li. Pvt lel George C. Suith, 36174721, Battery "pw, Llightly wounded in
legs by shell {ragments.on 18 Xarch Lk. Entered service from
Rochester, Michigan.

15. Pvt lcl Lawrence R. Spitler, 36174183, Battery "BM, lightly wounded
in arm during enemy sheliing of gun position on 18 Merch bty
Entered service {rom Uwosco, Lichigen.

16. Pvt iierbert R. Lahle, 33583271, Battery "s", slight scalp wound
received during enemy shelling on 18 Lzrch Li. rntered service
from Philadelpiia, Pa.

i7. Captain Richerd B. Haw, 0-115562, Battery vB", lightly wounded on
18 Larch 44 during enepy shelling. Treated by battery aid man
and remained on duty. Entered service frow Dallas, Texas,

18. lst Sgt James G. Williams, 20816403, Battery "B%, lightly wounded

on 18 Karch 44 in head and left side by shell fragments. Treated

by battery aid man ang remsined on duty. Entered service {rom
Fort Vorth, Texas.

19. Pvt lcl Bernard L. Fiecke, 37285121, Battery BN, lightly wounded
18 Liarch 44 and remained on duty. Lintered aervice from Winstead,

Linn.

20. Pvt Harry J. Nelsen, 3274611k, Battery "B, lightly wounded 18 March
4b by enemy shell fragments. Treated by battery aid man and re—
mained on duty. Lntered service from Altamont, N. Y.

2t. Captain Charles D. Tool, O~475899, Battery "pP, kedical Corps,
seriously wounded by enemy shell fragments which struck him in
pelvis and on baclt, Ufficer was giving aid to wounded men when
hit. Lkntered service from Edmund, Okla.

22. Pvt lel John V. Banse, 20016022, Hedical Detachment, lightly wounded
in left upper arm and in the right leg. Lntered service from
San Antonie, Texas,

23. Pvt 1cl Larrence Ww. Kellerman, Battery "GnW, was lightly wounded by
enemy shell fragments 15 March 44 on right hand. He was not
hospitalized. ¥ntered Service from Sheldon, North Dakota.

RESTRICTED
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COIISCLIDATED CASUALTIES

The failing im n conmolidated 1ist of cmsualties of the 155th
Field Arvillery Batualion for tns montn of March 1944.

Cfﬂ.ura Entisted Men

Killed in Action 0 2
¥ounded in Action Hospitalizedew-——~ 1 13
Died of Younds — 0 o]
Mlesing in Action — 0 o
Injured in Action 0 0
Wounded and remained on Duty- - 1 7

TOTAL 2 23

Of the Enlisted Pereomnsl reported on Battie Camunlty Reporte
12 have returned to duty with tnis Hattaliom,

ooy - g—y ...‘._;
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HEADQUARTERS 155th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

IR I T T B RT3

I ACTIRN

A-P-O- 1o 563 Ue B» Army

ATETIS, THOMA T.
GILMER, LANRENGE D.
WALDROP, WILLIAM D..
EVANS, GERALD W.
JE3SUP, WILLIAM J.
VINES, RUFIB P» JRe.
EENT, RAYHMOND F.

WILLIAMBON, KARTIN We
OHOOKLEY, PHILLIF A.
STEWART, JAOK Ha
JUIB (N, PAUL F.
KROGG, VERNON O.
SVOBODA, ARTIE Fe.

BUSH, WILLIAM L.
BENT, OHARLEB A.
BAH, BEAMAN W..
MARTIN, EARL F.

HAWK, RIOHARD B.
BELL, LERCY L..
PINGERHUT, KIVA 2.
MoOREADY, RICHARD J.

FRANTZ, HARRY P.
NEWSOM, OLARENOE O..
AEYNOLIS, ROBERT E..
BURPO, FRANK He.

VINES, WALTON M.
DAVIS, FRANE H.
MOORE, MERLE G
OCCK, HARLAN (WMI) JR..

DOLLINGER, J(BFEPH (NMI) Qept.

HITH, STANLEY W
JOHN3Cf, HAROLD E».

BATTALION STAFE

t. Col. 0—2!}6515
Oepte 0225405
Oapt » 0248140
Oapt . D=1165012
Qapt e O--1415050
lat lt. 0-116T256
st Lts 0-1176052
BEADQUARTERS BATTERY
1at Lte 0-1166867
Ist Lt 01177328
1st Lt. 0-LOBLP6
2nd lta 01181319
st Lt. 0465918
2nd It. 0=11B0560
¥A* BATTERY
OBPt- - - 0—&0750
lat Lt 01175945
1at Lt. 01172658
End te. O-IW
g" BATTERY
Capte ~ - M15ﬁ
1st Lt. OA18651
lat Lte 01176013
2nd lte O=1170486
"g* BATTERY
Oapt. - - C-hoihs
lat Lt. 0-=1167141
1st It O=116T174
2nd Lt 01705007
BERVIOE BATTERY
lat Lt 01167257
Unpt- M‘Oﬁly
2nd Lt 0-11771R
2nd It. 0=1167785
0=1685538
WOJXG W-210825
cio W=2101894

SR

A —

%1 March 1944

Bn Omdr.
Bn Exede

BeS

Ass't 35

- I

Bn Sure 0fLe
Aantt 83

Btry 00

Mt Com O
MtLr Of'fs

Mtr off. (TD)
Alr Off.

Alr Off.

Btry 00
Exec.
R.v o.-
Mmr Off.

Btry GO
Exec .

Rs. O
Mir. Offe

Btry 00
nﬂ'ﬂn

Re. On
Mir, Offa

Btry 00, S+l
Bn Mtr Off.
‘l'raln Domdr e
yr. Off. (D)

Hed. Offe
Parss Off.
sty 84
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ASSIGOENTS, IOSSES AD CHANGES OF DUIY OF MMoxe CFFICERS

Gap’oain Frank M. Davis, Battalion Liaiaon Oi'i‘icar to Staff unassigned
It Earch 194k, .

1st L. hartin W.. Williamaon, Kotor {'Ji‘.f.ic:ﬂr, Battcry Ao to Ba.ttalion
Lisison Officer L March 19hl.

2nd Lt. Phillip A. Chockley from Ba'btalion Ant:l. Tan.k Officer to Assistant
Commmnication Officer b larch 94k, o

lst Lt G-erald ‘H'. Bvans, promoted to Captein and reasaigned as Assistant
5 = 3 from Headquarters Battery Commander.

st 1t. Martinm W. Williamson reassigned from Battalion Lisison Gfficer
to Corm:nding Mficer, Hesdgquarters Battery, J.B Larch 194h.

2nd It. Ka:rl Fo l&arhin reagslgnad £rom Train Gom:mler to Motor Officer,
Battery HAY, 18 Harch ].‘,?bh. _

end It Lerle G. Iaoorc, reassipned from Lstor foiccr Headquariers thtery
to ‘Irain Comander, 18 tarch 19U,

15t Lt Clnrence C. Newsom, rcaasﬁﬁue& rrom'A'ssiSta.rit 5-2 to Executive
Ofi‘iccr, B:.ttery ngr, 18 Larch 19 )

1st Lt. Robert E. {leynolds, reassigned to Reconnaiasancc Officer Battary WCW
{rom Executive Cfficer, Battery WCH, 18 Yarch 19hh.

Csptain: Fr'ml-: Y, Davis, from Staff unansignad to Ba‘t‘bal‘!.on ¥otor Officer,
21 L_-.lrch 19hh. o

1st L%, Fb.:Ius F. Vines, Jr., from Bat‘h:licm I!gtor Cﬁ.'.t'izar to Battalion
Smc:r Officer..

2nd L‘t- Ec‘ank W..Buroo received Battle Pield: Appomtmcnt from 1st Serpeant
on 19 March and assigned as Motor Oﬂ'icer, Battery "C" on 21 March 19

1st L'b. Vernen C. Krogg, returned to ciuty with Adr Section after baing
absent. sick for three menths. _ _

1st L. Gharlca . Kleffer, left for An,rica on Rot::bion.

Captain: Charles D. Tool, Battalion Medical Oi'ficu' transfered to Detachment
of PatimtsahBMh Qeneral Hospital, duoe to 'rrcunds receivad in actlon on

18 March 19

Ve
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16. Captain Joseph Dollinger, assigned to Battalion vice Captain Tool
tranafered.

17. 2nd Lts. Harlan Cook and Paul F. Judson assigned to Battalion on

Temparary Duty and assigned as Motor Officers of Service Babtery
and Headquarters RBabtery respectively.

18, 1st I, Gerald W. Evans and lst It. William J. Jessup promoted to

captain snd 2nd Lt. Phillip A. Chockley promoted to let It., effective
22 Fehruary 19hLh,

15. 1st Lt. Harry P. Frantz promoted to Captain and 2nd It. Beaman W, Sam
promoted to 1st It., effective 21 March 194k,

e ———
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155th PIELD ARTILLERY EATTALION

CPeda S T ITA LAY 1

In the Interim betmeen withdrawal of the Battalion from the line in the
Cassino sector on 18 larch anu its preparation to re-enter combat in May, bivouacs
rere successivuly occuplet nesr Capitone and later near Forino; complets reorgan.
lzatlon uncer the 3 July 1943 T/C & E 6-335 was effected; a tt'aining program
ant various recreatiooel activities were simultaneously carried on; and cne 3-dey
fielu exsrclase, with service practice, was held,

During the perioc 1 to 6 Liay 1944, inclugive, advance detachments from the
Battallon left the Ferine ares to prepare cziouflaged gun positions and other
hecessary installetions, unuer cover of carlmess, in the ares extending perallel
to tue beach 2 to 4 kilpmeters scutheast of the wouth of Gariglianc Hiver. Ex-
tensive aigeing and liberal use of sandbags and heavy timbers were antailed.

leanvhile, the Battalion TQ\, Captain Gerald V. Evans, was shaping up plans
for possible undisclosed water moveuent.

On & Kay the Battalion movec from the Forino environs to ths mew, previously
reconnoitred bivounc srea in the vicinity of alisno and established a formelized
base cawp. Leaving thls occuplet by about 200 men as a "rear rear® echelon, with
coaplete installatlons and parkev simulated hovitzers, the bulk of tne Battalion
moves forverd the night of 8 - 9 lLiay into the preparen positions moutheast of
the mouth of Gariglimno River. With some 300 persomnel the prepared positions
were occupleu; and additlonal 100 or so, incluning service elements, were set up
in & "foryard rear® approdmately 3 miles east of Mondragone, wither were dispatch
all vehicles, except messenger "jeeps® mnd 2-3/4 ton C & R'as. Daily trips betmeen
Wlerward®, "forverd rear®, and fresr rear' were inaugurated, and all the other
vehiculer traffic in and out of the poaiticn ares was restricted to bours of
narkness, during wiich complets blackout was imposed, -

09 May Weether clear and hot; vislbility clear., Enenmy chsarvation impaired
by use of smoke betneen Battalien positicn and the Gariglians River.
Battallon was assigncd misgion of general support of the 85th Infantry
Division., Two ground (bservation Fosts set, wire eircults completsd,
s batteries reportec ready to fire in early morning hours. Ho
sominitlon expendltwre yet.

10 Lay Ho chance in veatber or visibility., Advantageous smoke mask continues,
Visit in forencon frem Qommanding General, 36th Infantey Division
Artillery., Brief ineffective ccunterbatitery received in early after-
noch, probably 170mn sun, Iegistrztion'of 1 howitzer from ®G" Battery
on Base Foint and Check Foint #1 by a 910th Fleld Artillery Battalion
Observation Post (23rcs), Total ammnition expenditure for tiuis date

« 23 rounug HE.
s A _
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11l kay No cuauge in veainer or visibility. BSame protective smoke in use,
Forcioon visit from Executive auc Surgeon, 36th Infantry Divigien
Artillery, with printed messages from General ilexander and General
Glark. Battalion T@ called for to report to 36th Infantry Division
Aear on the morror, Repetition of enemy afternoon herassment, Opér-
ation "Lucky" lgunched throughout theatre at 2300 howrs, Battalion
firing in support, in its allotted zone oo 8 previously asaigned
target areas before midnight, Total ammunition expenditure for day -
394 rounus HE. i

12 Mgy Five previously assigned migsicns were carried out auring early
moruning bours (264 roumis),. Gontinued good weather and clear
visibllity. GCheck Point #1 rTegistration checked (36 rounas). Ob-
served mission on enemy uugouts, adjusted by Battery "GM Observation
Post; destruction reported (39 rounds), Repetition of 2 of previous
nignt's 13 unobserved missions fired (176 rounds). Reconnaissence
of new position area by Battery Commanters and S-2 In preparation
for expected forwnrd uisplacement. Various defensive end ceunter-
attack repelling fires before midmight (475 rounds). Three night
harassing fires inititated at 2300 heurs (72 rounds). Total
ammnition expenditure for the day « 1062 rounda HE.

15 Lay Previous night's 3 hersssing missions continued to 0500 hours '

(30 rounds), lo reabher mor vislbility changes. Area tmrgets

auring Gay (467 1-Dunc;sg, plua neutralization of one machine gun

emplacement (29 reunds). Night displacement forwmerd to positions

Just north of Kinturno, Total ammunition expenditure this date -

856 rounds HE.

1, May TWeather somewhat cooler to hot. Visibility, otherwise clear, inter-
mittently iwpaired by ground fog and smoke. Base Point snd Check
Paint reglstrations (71 rounds). Fires in support of local attacks,
a3 called for by 36th Division Artillery (29 rounda}, Afternoon
visit from Commanding Qeneral, 36th Division Artiliery. Nine night
herassing missions (83 rounus ~ fired by midnight. Total amminition
axpenaiture for this date = 447 rounds HE end 3 smoks.

15 May FPrevious nightts 9 harassing missions continued to 0530 hours (306
rouiie). Westher bot, visibility good. Check of registratiens (94
rourds) . Brief morning 70T (30 rounds). Afterncon fires in support
of attacks (437 rouma); unifernly favorable results reported. Beiaf
mission on epemy tricks (5 rounds). Scattered enemy counterbattery
in late evening of 1l4th May till past midnight; several duds, in-
clucing one almsat intact 170 mn gun projectile, subsequently ex~
aminec by Orcnance Lisutenant Wade, to shom 1t was reported. Eight
night harassieg missions {186 rownas [ired by midnight). Total
ammuiition expenaiture for the Cay - 1053 roumis HE and 5 rounds smoke,

| RESTRIGHED: .
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16 kay Previous nightfs 8 harsssing mdssions continused to 0500 hours
(267 rount:s), Yeather warm, visibility clesr. Alert from 36th
Division Artillery for march order (0445 hours) follomed at 0930
bours by meesage from seme source scheduling 1230 hours as the
tentative hour of departure. This sdvice countermsnded at 1045
hours, acd the Battalion remainsd in position, ready to fire,
peoulng further orusrs., Uncbserved fires in evening or raported
eneny tenks am infantry assembly areas, per 36th Division
drtillery requeat (384 rouncs). Total ammunition expenditure
for the day - 651 rounug HE.

17 ¥ay No weather nor visibility change. Rolling barrages from 0450
to 0650 hours (4€1 rounds). Four morning harassing missions
(67 rounus) ., Infiltration march from positions to "rear rear"
in Qualienc vieinity, per 36th Division irtillery order, 2030
to 0130 hours of lbth liay. Total ampunition expenditure for
the day - 525 rounus HE.

18 May Advance party, consisting of lajor Lawrence D, Gilmer, B attalion
Executive, Captain Villiam L. Busgh, Commaniing Battery "a®, .,
Captain Aichard B, Hawk, Communiing Battery "B® and Ceptain
Harry P. Frantz Jr, Cozbonuing Bauttery YG®, reported to the
"Texas® Staglng arcn neer Pozzwoll at 1600 hours 18 kay and
fravelled by IST overnight to Nettuno with other 36%h Tivision
Artillery representatives to jrepare for arriva 1 of the 36th
Divislon Artillery Battalions, Battalfon "Beachhead Contingent®
axTived "Temms" Staging Area sbout 130G hours 18th Lay, bivouacked
nearby, loaved aboarc LST and Ceparted about 1615 bours 19th kay,
and unloauec st Anzlo sbout 0700 hours on 20th May, procesding
thence peveral miles inlent to a thicketed assembly area. Battalion
Executive, Battallon Gurvey Officer, Battalion Communications
Cificer, Battalion Communications Gfficer, Battalion immunition
Sergeant, anu three firing Dattery Comazanders reconnoitred pre-
pared gun positions and possible Battslion installaticpa, with
able assistance from the 185th Fleld irtillery Battalion,
Commuinications wire net installed, Lattalion Exscutive set up
permanently in selected GCommand Post, Bulk of Battalion bive
cuacked 20th to 22nd Kay in esseobly area, to be used hereafter
az rear echelon ipstalliation. Improvement of howitzers night
of 2iast - 22nd, with registration of 1 plece per Battery about
1300 hours on 22nd Lay (1D rouncs). Fire Directlon Center
having meanwnlls stsrted business on the 22nd, Forward elements
Zoved into position night of 22n¢ - 23rd in vicinity north of
Cooca, Battalion "Beachhead Contingent", forward plus rear
comprises 331 men gnu 24 officers. lkilssions Support of lst
Special Service Force. Limigon establisheu with 463rd Field

_Artillery Battallon by Lieutensnt Bell, Total ammunition ex-
penditure for day - 1l rounes HE,.: .
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23 Hay H ~ How 0630, Fregoratery fires begun 0545. weather clowly to
clear, visibLility goou E..ceﬁt as impalred by smoke. Check of
reglstration (&1 reuncs). iine supporting fires, ineluding pre-
paration (748 rouncs). GSix morning counierbatiery missiong,
wlth reported meutralizimg effect (31S rounds); three in after-
noon (248 rounds)}. Five nisaicns on ernemy tanks, with reportec
destruction of 5 and dnmgge to a sixtn {196 rounis). Counter-
attack repelled (428 rcunds). Five defensive fire missions
(158 rounus). One night miasion on enemy guna {24 rounus). Total
expenciture of ammnition for perioé - 2102 rounds HE and 40 rounds
smoke ,

24 ¥ay Four early morning barassing misslons (2B rounds) followed by
685 rounds of supporting fire in reinforcement of 15lst Fleld
Artillery Bettalion fires. Enemy batterlies apu tenks teken under
fire in series of forencon missions (288 rounas), Air Observation
Post reporting neutralization, Battalion Commander, 3-2 and
Communicaztions Cfficer on morning reconnalssance of posgsible for-
warc position areas, Larly clouciness clears up as visibility
contirues hazy. Afterncon missions on enemy tanks and guns (72
rcunus) aujusied by Alr Obgervatlom Post., Night unobeerved fire
{273 rount s} delivered on enemy bridges. Total ammnition
expepaiture for aay - 1337 rounas HE ano 9 rounds amoke.

25 May Early morning onobserved missions on $Pts (310 rounds). Weather
Yol and clear, visibility good. Forvaro reconnaissence by S-2
ant Conmmications Officer., MCSHD® at 1315 hours. lovemesnt of
B attalion to new positicns scme 8.5 miles northeast. Registration
of one heuitzer in late a fterncon (7 rounds), Hear echeleon
simultanecusly uisplaced forward to occupy location just vacated
by Battalion Commani Post. Total ammunition expenditure for day ~
J14 rountis HE and 3 rounds sicke,

26 iay Reconnalssence of new positions, some 5 niles to northwest,
untertai:en by Lejor Williawm D, Jalirop, Battalicn 8-3, Captain
%iilliam J, Jessup, Hattalion 5-2, and Battery Commander at 0400
hours. Forrard cigplaceuent of Eattalion occupy same begun at
0545. Lieutsuant Bell recalled from liaison with 463rd Field
Artillery Battalion ani Gispatched to 66th Rield Artillery
Battalion, in accorcance with new Battalion mission of general
support ang fire-reinforcement of same., Simultanecus forvard
cisplpcement of rear echelon to occupy newly vacated Battallon
position srea. Registration of all Batterles at 0840 - 0940
hours (37 rounas). Lo weather nor visibility changes. Twenty
supporting fire missious accomplished in foremcon ({931 roumus}).

Continuous afterncon obse rved missions on eneny rosinet, veaicles,
tanks, and artillery (433 rounas), with reported neutralization,
destruction of 1 tank, and commencement of several large fires,
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Ammucition train engaged in steauy, unrelieved shuttle,
cunneneers on 24 hour cuty. All availgble personrsl (e.g.,
cooks, mechenics, etc,) used to supplement train apd howitzer
sections, Steps taken to prod Division into getting up our

200 - oud perschnel from the resar near San Prisco. Lisutenant
B 21l recallsd from lialson assigoment, Battalion revarting to
Division control. Five eerly night harassing mimaions (204
rounds), Total ammnition expenniturse for day - 1547 rownds HE
and 38 rounns smoke,

27 May  Six later night harassing missions (1132 rounca)., Gontinued
goot weather apn visibllity, Couple of morning vbserved missions
{44 Tounus), Registration Check from iir Observation Post
(28 rounug), Cbservea missions oo enemy vehicles, armor, snd
artillery (129 rounds); neutralization plus 2 direct hita on
tanks reported, Four early night barassing mlssions (502 rounas).
Unobserved pight {ire in repulsion of ensay counter-sttack (240
rounus}. Enemy genial harassment of this general vicinity twice
during night, Ammmition expemuiture for day - 2127 rouncs HE
ang 21 rounds smcke,

28 May Teathor and visibility still all to the good. Four morning
harassing misslons, zssigned by 36th Division Artillery (30
rounds). Necistration checits from air Observetion Post (21
rowncs). Ubserved mission on armunition cump and enemy trucks
(52 Tounus); reported uestruction of 2 trucks. Afterncon
herassing firs {72 rounds). ULight wobscrved risslons, assizned
by 36th Livision Artillery, on reporied enexy tank positions

(383 rounds). ZEneny Observation Post destroyed (24 rounds);

a Gjustment from Alr Cbservation Pogt, Four obgerveu miszlons
on enemy tarks and guns (207 rounds), with reported neutralizing
effect. Five night harassing missions (114 rounds) and 2 Bingoes
{120 rounds). 'Totpl ammunition expenditure for day -~ 1061 rounds
HE apo 12 rounas sroke. Forward reconnpissance by 8-2 and
Battery Comnanders, FPersonnel from rear (3an Prigco) having
started riltering up with empty vehicles past two cays and lst
Lieutenant Newsom, first perzon from this Battalion to make a
trip overland from the Beachhesd over the newly captured High-
say 7, bhaving returned to San Prisco to expedite the movement.
YWhole sale arrivals by LSTs tnis morning bring total persoonel
on heod to 27 Quficers ano 525 enlisted men, plus wost of eg-
uipment ant 21l vencilea except five, )

29 ¥ay Enemy counterattacks dealt with for couple hours from shortly
after micright (1043 roumus). (hree early morning supporting
fire misnoions (320 rounus), Ferfect weather ama visibility

conaltions, y
5. ?
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Time aujustiert foom air Qbservation Post (30 Tounus) . Tanks,
sachine Guns, wie irtillery talcn uncer fire in foerencon (%3
rounis}; rcutrsiizslicn, inclucdng 1 ciraet oo _un., Choe wridge
Yesiroyes (10 rounus), leuwtralization of eneny zuns in 4 Air
cejustec aiuzions (120 reuncs), Several tarzet hits in tvo obe
servel flciion on strons ,olnt wod machine -un positions (63
roupas) . Irucks effectively harassec (16 rounns) . Demonstration,
freparation lires, amu a Bingo (416 rounds). Total asmmnition
expentiture for vay - 2103 rounus HE anu 23 rounds stoke, Wil
Battery uispiaced forwarn by infiltration curing gfterncon, ¥BY
B attery likeviss in evining efter Gark. Personnel Section,
hoving received oruers frow the bivision Rear Commgndant, moved
overlano in British Lorries from 3an Prisce, along Highway 7, to
the area about 2 miles north west of Hettuno.

30 ey Early morning preparation fires {180 rouncs). Later demcnstration
(80 rounus). {bserved missions on enemy trucks anc infentry {91
roumis). GCueck point registration of Battery 4" gno "B® in pen
positious, Air Observation Fost adjusting (66 rounus). Same per-
feet westher snd visibility conuitions prevailing. Three mils
forware uisplacesent of "G" Batlery ano Battalion installstions
by infiltration completed curing afternoon, Battalion rear mesn.
while occupving locatien just vaceied by Cowmmsnd Fost. Kission
of uirect support of 36th Combat Engineers mssizmed; liaison
establisheu by Lieutenant Bell, Possible new positions, further
forrvaru, reconncitrec by Eattalion Command apd 8-2. Afterncon
cemonsiration fires (230 rouncts), Successive Base Foint and Check
Point registrations (13 rounis), Observed ad Justment on an ememy
iostallstion (43 rounus). Afterscon amd night Eingoes (70 rounds).
Six pight herassing missions (9 rounis). Total ammunition ex-
Penciture for cay - 915 rounds HE and 95 rounds of smoke.
Techinieipn grade 5 fomec J. lhrzi, Headquarters Battery, wounced
in ieft upper ara by mysterious small arp slug in early morning.
Frivate Lunard A. Taniriecs, lasdquarters Bettery, sttached to
Battallen from Perzcnnel Center ilo. §, sirained or broke foot
while rire laying. Both men evacuated to hospital.

3l kay Private James P. loyle, Batiery "4®, sericusly injured about mid.
night kay 30-31 when excessively recoiling howitzer clegred trail
trenck and pinneé him beneath vheel. Early morning ensny aeriagl
harassment of vicirity. Ho weatuer por visibility change. Fore-
poon vigit from Comuending Geperal, 36th Division Artillery and
Gomuanding General VI Corps Artillery. Fire started in enemy
battery position - ebserved acJustment (69 roumis). Registration
checks from air Cbservation Post (52 rounas).
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Seven haras:ing missiong (%416 rounds), C(bservec missiens from
poun to piunizht on cneay vehicles, arear, heavy veapons, and
artillery, sith Teported effect of ares Reutrglization, 1 explosion
among trucks snu 4 Girect hits on machine gun emplacezent (207
Touncs) . afterncon Bingo (S5 Tounts). Repulsion of early nicht
counter-attacx (109 rounus). Total awmnition expepuiture for

day - 1935 rouncs IE anc 17 rounss amoke,

The following t,pe of casualties oceurred wuring this period;

CIRICRS  LIBTD ME  Joml

Y 0 0

i ¢ 0 o
LIA 0 0 o
SIa 0] 0 o
bla 0 0 0
Lia o 1 1
ST 0 1 1
MI4 0 o 0
FOw 0 0 0

No replacements have been received during the month,

“SILVER 3TAR CITATICSS TEGELVED
W :

BURIG PEAICD D HEREIN , ®
1. )
lst Lt. Philidp A, Chockley, Heaoquarters Battery, home, Shelbyvilla,
Tern,
b i i ‘[ ICH
20 Lecember 194, liipane, Italy.
Gl SPICU HED 5
Saved lives of his men during a terrific eneay artillery bombardment,
carrying to shelter those wounced and auministering irst ald under
silell fire,
2. HALE

lat Lt. Leroy L, Bell, Battery wg#, bhome, San Antonio, Texas,

First 3ergesnt Jamea G. “illizms, Battery npn, howe, Poxt Torth, Texa;
Staff Scrgeant Reuson 3, Cover, ledicgl Petacament, homm, San
Antonio, Texss.

Corporal Lelvin G. Haley, Battery "B", Fort vorth, Texus.

Private First Class John L. Leieill Jr., bielical Detechment, hois

San Antonio, Texas.

Private First Class Clsburpe 1, Seimidt, Wedleal Detachment, home

Sam liouston, Texas.

s ST T o M
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Private First Class John V. Banae, Liedieal Deiachmant, home
San actonic, Texas.
Private Julius (ki) Shocko, dewlcal Detachment, home, Eckerman,

iickigan.
Private John (lilk}) Gencs, battery "BO, home, Jamaicu, iiew York.
LATE &l FLACE CF ACTi0

Gil CITZD

18 March 1944, near Cussino, Italy.

CONSPICUOUS CIRCUASTANCES
The above Officer and Enlisten Len were cited as follows:
Battery position baving been locnted by the enemy; a terrific
concentration of enemy artillery was'received in this area,
vouncing a number of men, While the position was belng shelled
the sbove cilted workeu centlnously evacusting the wounded, even
though wounded themselves,

3. BALE :
‘Sergeant Art‘uur A. Ioung, Battery "C*, home, Palestine, Texas.
7 Januar_y 1%/.,, San Piet.rc, Italy.

Saved the lives of his zechion curdng nn intense ensmy artillery
shelling, ialting then to cover over an open fleld and adminstrating
first aid. Sergeant bavipg been vounded, Gisregarded his wounds
and continued with his cvacuailon until another burst fatally
wvounded bim.

RRICLZE 3Tad rEDAL CIIATICHS
REGAIVED DURDIG PERIOD GOVARED HEREJR"

1. AE
Lt. Col, Thomae T. Atzins, Battallon Comumpder, home, Haumpton,
Virginia,

LATE AhU TLAGE OF ACTICH CITED

13 Sept.ember 1943, Altavilla, Italy.

i

For gallantry in action nesr Altavilla, Italy in placing the
Battallon In position and concucting the firing on enemy
counterattack, which was replused at this critical time.

1st Lt. Glarence . Lewsom, Battelion Train Gommander, honms,
Coffe Springs, Alabama.

L, Lt :F
13 September 19&3, Altevilla, Ttaly.
LSPIGU 4 U
Unier shell i‘ire, returned to the positlon previously ocoupled
by Battalion from vhich he retreived valuable, essential radio
equipment apd other property.
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LAlE
Staff Sergeatt Gilberd r. Schweller, Battery nGM, houe, Cleburne,
Texas.

DAIE AL FLACKH CF ACQILI. CITD

27 baptember 1043, L.u.ori Beach, Italy.
CGiSFICUG

After the ampinibious lapuing at Uaiori Beach gll Battery Officers
present became cusualiies. 3talf Sergeant Schaefler assumed commami
and directed the battery firing, under enemy artillary fire.

NALE
Sergeant Russel T. Flahie, Battery "C", home, Houston, Texns.
Corporal Palmer U, Taylor, Battery “C¥, home, Houston, Texas.
YaTE Alb PLACE UF ACTION CITED
26 - 28 September 1%,3, Chiunzi Pass, Italy.
CLHSPICUCUS CiiCLMSTANCES
The above men, under lntense eremy shell fire, kept assential wire
communications between the 3Irc Ranger Battalicn apnd this Battalion,
working many bours without rest or reldef,
Corporal Bdwaru (LHI) Keeton, Battery "BW, home, Houston, Texsgs.
DATE AWL PLACE OF ACTiOH_CITED
11 - 14 Septerber 1043, near Altavilla, Italy,
NSPIGU CIRGULSTANE
Uperateu radio on Cbservation Post, under intense enemy shell fire
and without relief or rest for period of 24 hours or more., His
loyalty to uuty by keeping the only communications intact assisted
in replusging an enemy tank attack,

HALE

?rivate First CGlass Grant L. Sauer, Service Botter, home, Pittsburgh,
®hkg .
DATE gD PLACE CF 4CTI0N GITED
13 September 19,3, near Altavilla, Itely.
CLUSFICUCUS CInCURS TalCES
U nder enemy artiliery shelling and euemy atraffing, Private First
Class Sauer left hig place of safty to evacuate some of his wounded
comraues aod aciminister [irst aild.

Frivate First Class Vielton R. Brasuell, Service Batter, home, liew
Braunfels, Texns.
Privete First Class James h. hawkins, Service Battery, home, Miami, Fla
DATE 4lib PLACE OF ACTICH CITEL.
1l September 1943, Pastum, Italy.
GONSEICUOLS CIACURSTANCLS
The above tx.o men were working in the Battalion Shop, when German
planes began straifing the erea. Immedigtely manning the 50 caliber
macnine gun ounted on 4-ton wrecker, one firing and one fgeding the
macnine gun, ag one of the German Dlanes came cwerhead a b
the machine jun sent it down in flamesa, 3
-G .
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17 Incla.
Eshibitar A - Conclusicns by Battalion Compsnder,

List of Casuslties

Gfficers Roster

Cfficer Tty Coanges

Field (rder #L

Field Grder #2

Unit Jowrnal

i-lzsivna Flosc by Alr Section

§-1 ldeports

5-2 Reports

8-3 Aeports

Swrary of Firing

Deily fleport of Firicg

Situntion overloys #1,2,3,4,5

Cperation overtays fL wul 2

lens1 Fontccorvo, Gaetn, Sessa iurunce, Cassino

Firing Chartg {9)
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Experience coltinues to deapnstrate the besic scundness of tactical
aoctrines expounded by tie Fleld irtillery School at Fert $ill, when applied
with intelligence anu discrimination to the eternally varying conditions
of combat.

Un more than one cccassion recently, this Battalion has been assigned
to & direct support missiom and callea ob to provide two complete ligison
teams and tro or more officer forvard observers, in sddition to maintaining
regular grouna CP's. Under the now applicable T/C, it is well to remember,
the Battalion is authorizea, and has, only four {4} officers per batter
(includirg the battery commander), ng forrard observers as such, one (l{
ligison officer, mno no liaison sectiof, transportation, nor equipment.

Tha need for radio personnel additional to the limited pumber authorized
by the T/0 hes been acutely felt.

The superiority of' the "jeep" 1/4 ton over the 3/4 ton C & R venicle
for all combat purposes is increasingly apparent. Use of the 6l0-radio
vith the ®jeep" as transport represents the owst aatisfactory aveilable come
bingtion of reacy commmnicption ana fast mobility, '

Better provision for night lighting in the Batialion Fire Direction
Center would dlwinisn its daifficulties anu enhance its efficiency. Temporary
accessibility to a generator of our acconpanylrg anti-aireraft platoon of
the 534th F 4 Bu (AA)-has proved of substantial aid, The platoon in gquestion
has, in other respects zs vell, collaborated with the Battalion to perfaction,

The appropriateress of seme roting for the firing battery recoarder, as
.ell as higher rating for the firing batiery wire chiol and prime mover
drivers than presentily authorized (corporal ané Tec % respectively), deserves
consideration. Zixpert snu speciulized ability is required in each comnectien,
particularly unver the 24-bour, night-blackout, freguently fast-moving comaitions
that characterize combat, If a man measures up to the responaibility, he 1s
definitely of higher tian fifth grade caliber; be is either beld in an unbe
deservedly lower grave than his capacity werrants or he is promoted to a
different assignment, and the necessity of patient development of nem talent
Tor the vacated mssignment, sc essentinl to a medium artillery battalion,
CTOops up abew,

hanton ena unnecessary uzmage to wire lines by cavorting armored elements
in the vicinity of battery pesitions continues to multiply tie man-hours re-
quired for maiotensnce of vital comurnicaticns.

Hopea for und expecteu supply of target area air photos hes falled to
materiglize 1n any appreciable quarfity ouring current operstions.

RESTRICTED 45
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It s gratifzing tec resars tiet zenlous protective memsures cn the
malaria front are ylelciing uividenus: not a single case has yet developed
in the Battalion this seaschn. -

The first effects of rotation replacencnt vary widely, To date only
one offlcer and three men iave arrived, avuther cificer and five more men
are awaited, The qfficer anu cne ugn recelved, S3ergeant John W. webb, AR
6389377, fulfill requirewents %o satisfaction; another man, Corperal Silas
-+ Buchanan, A3 39903290, hud had no e rtillery training whatsoever but,
by dint of patient and ceterzineu effort, is cxpectsd to¥zeke the gradel
in time as a gurner ccrperal; the thiru man, a private, gives evicence of
neither artillery tusining, bopeful prospects, nor desirebility.

In the light of the foregeoing, it ls (GOCLIILDED TRAT

(1) The Battalion, vhen appropriate, be suthorized and provided adeguate
liaiscn ang observetion personnel for direct support missions, in excess of
T/C.

(2) Acditional radio operators be authorized end provided,
(3) T™e 1/4 ton Wjeep" be substitoted toroughout for the 3/4 ton C & R ear.
(4) A portable gecerator be made available to the Fire Dirsction Center.

(5) Firing battery wire chiel aund prime mover drivers be accorusd the
rating of serpgeant and Tec 4 respectively, and a rating of at lsast fifth grade
be created for the firing battery recorder.

(6) Rudimentary and repented commmicstiens instruction be given all tamk
anu tank destroyer drivers, vith the provision that they are to repair irmediatel
any wire lines that they cut, tuctical conuitions permitting.

(7) arrangesents be reriected ior nroupt and continuous supply of target
area nap photos during combat operations.,

(8) The roteticn sysiem be amenced to authorize that position vacancies
ercated by rotation be fillec by prototion within the Battelien, when posaible,

ang upon aporoval of nigher headouarters.,

TECNMAS T. ATKINS
Lieutenant Colonel, F.4.
Commanding

g
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LIST OF CASUALTIES IN MAY 19kl

L. Tec Gr 5 Remeo J. Marzl, ASN 32326319, Readquarters Battery, wounded
in left army by billlet, Entered service from New Yurk City, New Yoi..

2. Pvt James P. Doyle, ASN 32784403, Battery "AY, seriously injured when
Howlizer wheel ran over his chest, Trail broke when gun was fired

and soldler was pinned underneath wheel. Entered service from Branx,
Nem York,

+  RESTRICTED 347

.

DECLASSIFIED PER EXEQUTIVE GRDER 12356, Section s.s,MtD Z 6‘0/,2
R;EBLKSW\MM, Date ¢—¢F2

pr—




SR o e AT THE NATONA L A gy

HEEADWARTEES 155th F.lil ARTILIERY BATTALICH

4.F.0. Lo, 36, U, 3. army
21 Hey 1944,
ATEINS, THOMAS T. Lt. Col. 0-246315 Bo Cmdir,
GlLIER, LAWARICE D. Yajor 0-255409 Bn Exec.
TALDROP, TILLIAL D. IinjJer 0-34,8140 8.3
EVANS, GERALD %. Capt., 0-1165012 Ass't 8 - 3
JESSUP, WLLLIAL J. Gapt. 0-415050 $-2
#EIT, RAYIDUD F. ist Lt. 0-1176092 Bn Sur 0ff
SELL, LERCY L. 1st Lt, 0-418651 Ba Lo 0ff
DCLLINGER, JOSiFH (iil) Cant. 0-1685338 led Off
HUTH, STANLEY W. wIg 2108253 Pers Off
UILLIALSCN, MAATH W. Capt. 01166867 Btry G 0
CHOGELEY, PHILLIP 4. 1st Lt. 0-1177328 Ass't Com O
STETART, JACK R. 1st Lt. 0-403,96 Mtr Off
SVOBODA, ARTIE F, 2nd Lt. 0-1180340 ir off
1AM _BATTERY
BUSH, W.LLIAM L, Capt, 0-407530 Btry € O
BENT, CHARLES 4. 1st Lt. 0-1175945 Exec
SAk, BEAMAN 7. 1st Lt. 0-1172638 R. O.
KARTIN , KARL P, 2nd Lt 0-1180599 Mtr. Off
nEw
wii, RICHARD B, Capt. 02415562 Btry G O
BURFO, FRANK Y, 2nd Lt. 0-1703017 Emmc
FINGERHUT, KIVA S. lat Lt. 0-1176013 R, O,
MeCREADY, RICHARD J. 2ns Lt. 01170486 Nt Off.
~GM BATIERY
FRANTZ, HARRY P. JR. Oapt. 0-404452° Btry ¢ O
REWNOLDS, ROBERT E. 1st Lt. 0-1167174 Exsc.
JUDSOH, PAUL F. 2nd Lt. 0-11£1319 Etr 0ff ()
CCOK, HARLEY (1T} 2rd Lt. 0-1167785 R. 0, (D)
SERVICE BATIERY
VINES, WALIH K, Capt. 0-1167257 Btry G 0, S-4
NERSOH, CLARENCE C. 1st Lt. 0-1167141 Ba Ktr Off
NOORE, KiRIE G, 2nd Lt. 0-1177102 Train Comig.
Nt off,

BAILEY, HASCLD W. iz il , il >

o ———
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QEUMC IE T AT THE NATI WAL ARG JEY

LEad UASTLAS 155tk FOIl AdT.LLIGY BATTALICON
AP, ko, 36, U. S. Army

30 Hay 1944.

Assignoents, Losses and Changes of Duty of Battalion Oificers
from 31 March thru 31 May 1944.

Captain Lawxrence D. Gilmer, Battalion Euscutive promoted to Kajor
23 March 1944,

Captain ¥illiam D, ialorop, Battalion 5-3, promted to Hejor
23 March 1944.

lst Lt. Leroy L. Bell, remssigned from Ezecutive officer Btry "B
to Battalicn Lialson officer 11 April 1944.

2nd Lt, Frank i, Burwe, reassigned from Lotor officer Btry "G
to Lxecutive officer, Btry "BW, 11 Amil 1944,

ond Lt. Peul F. Judsen, from otor cfficer, Heatquarters Battery to
liotar officer Btry "CW, on 11 Arril 194..

lst Lt, Zeymend F. fent, reassicred from Ass't 5-3 to Battallon
Survey Officer effective 11 April 1S944.

1st Lt. Vernon C. Krogg, Air Pilot transferred to 17Bth Field
Artillery Group on 15 April 1544,

1st Lt. Valton h. Vines, promoted to Captain on 17 April 1944.

1st Lt. Clarence C. Hewsom, reassigned from Executive offlcer Btry
nCM to Battalion Motor Officer 24 April 1944.

lst Lt. Hobert E. Reynolds, Reconn, officer to Biry Biecutive Btry
HG® on 24 April 1944.

2nd Lt. Harlaen {(kiI) Cook Jr., resssigned from hMotar officer Serklce
Btry to Recomnn officer Btry "CU on 24 April 19i4.

1st Lt. Herold ¥, Bailey, assigned to the Battalion on 24 April 1944.
fotation replacement for lst Lit. Gharles F. Keiffer,

Capt. Frank ii. Davis, from Eattalien Lotar officer to sbgent sick and
tronaferred to 45th General Hospital on 1 May 1944.
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Li. K0 Herold %. Johnson, trensferred to the 45th General Hospital
on B May 15944,

15. 1lat Lt. Rufus P, Vines, left Eattalion on 8 April 1944 on
rotation for the Uniteq States.
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CP_afaw 3 B acend, Jii 1944

01 Jupe The Battalion centmuss in 36ta infestry Division general support,
{5ee mrevious culencar wenth's history) with the awvantage of typical-
ly war:s swuier weoiher  and clear observasion. §ight harassing fires,
25 colled Tor Ly 30th oivision Aclillery (110 rds}. Ineay planes
harass erea about U300, aropnii- =uiipersoriel Loabs, ulsrupting wire
commurdencions, ard isflictln: foct wounts cn inc lleauquar cers Laoitery
wen. ZeC Lieuifensni Futl 7, Juesen sustains slisht shoulder wouno
later in the Cay frou uorisr iTa nent.

lorning Zinco (€0 rds). Interaitteni harassing fires curing the cay
{230 res). {bserver 2isgleons oh trucds, tauss, artillery, mortars,
autcmatic teaions, ale strong poirts {640 rus}, wita reporieu efiect
of neutrglicaticn, Cestructlon of cne nortar, asd repeated hits on
emplacements, l:ognt vitgo (50 vds). Total amounition expem.iture
thls Gntes 106% nE 214 21 Simode,

02 June wizht harawsing [fires {350 ras). Jorsing bingo and ICT (227 ras).
gontinuee feverable veathel atc observetion. Frolongeo cry spell,.
hovever, provires ieavy clouus ¢f cusl over roaas.

Battalion is ussijueu Ly 36th Livislon Artillery thne aigsion of
cirect suppert of 157th Infantry (45th Division). This is shortly
gmended to proviue for reinfercement of fires of 13kst Fleld Artilliery
battalion, in airect support of 157th Infentry, and lst Lieutensnt
Dell and Offlcer observera proceed thither. Initial mew position
preq reconlaissqnce is superseiea by 36th Division Artillery instrue-
tion to reconncitre in specific map Mgoose eggh; so crcered, ihe
Battalion Cummanaer, 5-2, Survey Gfficer, Communicatioma Officer,

ALG Mattery Uooranders snd pariles go ferwaru end engege in siciramish
a German Uelaciumant wiiich proves reluctant to vacate the area for the
purpose, Cur forces retire in jood order, after capturing several
prisoners, lozinz one vire vehicle, and incurring no casualties,
Thereafier g foruard displacement of the Battalion and occupation

of the orizmelly reconnoitred positions, a short distence north of
Jelletri, is sccomplishec,

fhirty-3l:h Livisior artiiler) ioposes limdt of 100 rounts per gun
per Goy till rurticer acuice.

Late eveniug rcgistretion cf one Lattery by Alr (bservation FPost
(11 rds). ‘fota: coaumiticn expenciture thls dotes 600 EE and 152
Smoke.

. ————
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03 Jure

04 June

05 June

04 June

QUL R AT TWE NN NAL AR Ry

seiizleiion ol resdstratlcn o savtalior (64 res).

Towards noon 35th Division Ariillery chan;es current Dattalion idasion
to wireet support of 157th infantry, vut in less than sn hour counter-
mands such instruetjon,

Series of neutralizing observed Iires welivered on ehedy iroops and
weapons (423 res). Air Chservation Foast cneet of registration {34 rus,
Cne urcbservec harassvent zission oo eneny personnel (198 rusj,

fiear tlements of sattalien, inclucing the Personnel Section, meanwnile
moved Iorverc to occupy posltion vacateo by Battalion on evening of

2 June. Further morning forvaru retonnaissence is undertaken at 36th
pivision Artillery cirection and the Battalion suortly follows, to
rencezvous after ssvercl ailes in arem just north of fAoeces ai Fapa.
Battalion meausnille resssignea mission of general support of the 36th
Infantry Livisicn right coluan; Lieutensnt bell ip therefcre relliesved
of liaison vith 14lst Infzntry and rejoins toe Eattalion. Love forward
is resumeu and sattalion oceupies position for ¢ couple of hours in
ares W the veat of Grottoferrata, wuence tisplacement ensues to new
position about % a2iles southeast of lone. by 2100 hours, battolion
Teal act Pergonnel Section, meving by successive beuncis, have cloged
in tke same general ares. Lo asuaision expanciture this uate.

Early .erniu; Cloge Statiou Larer Craer, airecied by Z6ta Dlvision
Artillery, vuts the eilalion un road towards doma at G320 hours, reer
glements reminins i bivouas. [areh proceels at creening pace tirough
ioae, after lestin: cne .attalior of 143°C Infantry auwo.rc trucis,
crosses iber, it coptinues o positien ares several nmiles to west,
in vieindiy ol tifen lnlantrrr are delrueied, Latieries Jrepara to
re;ister, Lub Jive wiihheld at insiance of supporiet troops pend:ing
lurtucr call,

bBot, ury weather, with custy roa. conuitions, couLtinues. l.o smmuniticn
expendlture this gate,

iiena of tae Invasion of Frauce received by radin., Lattallon mages
af'ternoon forraru cisplocewent to rendszvous ares several miles north-
west of nome, rear elements, inclnding Personcek Section, slmiltanecualy
occupying posilicus just vacatew. ioruherly rcute resumed after evening
maal, ang batteries 4o into posivion 4n vacinity of Luarto uells Cascimg
datio Croier at 130 hours from Comwatciry General, 36th Livision Artil-
lery, again nloses station anu puts Bastallor on the roaa to northrest,
in cooruinaticon vith 133ru Field Artillec, Bsttalion sno $76th Field
Irtillery tattalion.Corngested treffie conuition on narrer, rocky, cirw
cultous route cause Hattalion tu creep sll night behind infantry and
videly daverse other clements, to remuezvous sno seize s 1ittle rest
beuice hizhway shortly alter cawn. .o ammnition expenuiture this date.
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SOZAMLICED, Bk 3 = £, o3 PEddens do 0030 howrs, IZscberics wisperse
in #reacincgs! govoct 102U wowes near Stzolone welle Oroclcele on
nignvey 1. latialict. rceer elepenis rejein Batierics i dbhds area
eurdes tue cay. odeutenunt wcll estzlLlishew lipison wath 36th
Division avtillery. S-3, on 3ol Division Artillery eraer anu in
consunaation of auncuiced reliel of l43ra infantry, arrabges wetails
o Tanspert twe Lilru anvastry batisliens tw biveuze; dattalion
trucss uepart for tue pwrpose in Iate evening and early nignt, Lo
amaunition sxpenuiture this aate.

ko change in weatner,

Forward uisplacement of all Batislion .elements to area west of Tolfa,
short of Allumiere, clusing ip early afterocon. Rendezvous terminated
by 36th Uivision artillery uirectsu reconnaisscncee for positions for-
waru, fellewec by night blocgout march of battglion (less Service
ceielon) wo vieinity scuth of Jarguinia. Mission assined: Support
of 36lst nfauntry Cembst Peam (L.cludes 916th Field Artillery Eattaldion
Glst Division). Occupation of positions ant preparations to {ire
completeu abeuf aiduight. Lo smuuniizon expenuiture this date.

FJS(
Parsgroaoh witherpwpecc—Reetri ated /y‘}j

. i

Barly morning birgos, wobserveu (134.rda).

Lieutenant Bell established lisisen with 36th Divisien Ai'tillery per -
oruer Gommanuing Geheral.

Forvare uisplacewent of kattalion in eprly afternocn to a barrecks
area southwest of Tarquinia, followeu shortly to that poini by service
echelen gru Personuel Section, Qick occupation of pbsition by ‘
datteries. -

Oral suvice of Counancing General, 36tn Division Artiliery, that
bottelion will remsin cvernihit ss presently situatee is counterranded
in favor of furiher forvarc cisplicement. Accorcingly, night move
iniliated over fielé just olf Licbway to south of lontalto. Jotal
ammuiition expesnciture tiidls upbe: 132 B and 2 Smoxe. -

R
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10 June Forvaru clspluceueny is resuwd L. lnde Zorhirg and continued to point,
off iidighvay 1, severzl nmiles norihwest of iontalto and about 3 ailes
south of Capalbio. Poaltions ave vccupied ant missions unceriacen in
late afterncon, Lieutenant bell aGvising from 36th Livision Artillery
of ocurrent aszi ueu missien: [ires tu west, north and north-rortheast
in defense of 3bth Infeniry Livision lines. Unobserved fives on enemy
guns (13 rus). liegisiration from Lir Observation Past (33 rda).
Exploslons ato fires started snt persomnel casuslties inflicted on
enemy by well aujusteu WE¥ cattery Cbservation Post missions {67 rus),
Captain idchara b, Hawi and lst Lieutenant Kiva S. Fingerhut conuucting

Total smmunition expenciture this cate: 230 HE and 6 Smoke.

alert at 2300 lcurs frem Comzanuing General, 36th Iivision Artillery,
move ap far west as tecticgl situation permits,

11 June Battslion Commander and Zattery Commanders ane their partles go forward
o reconnaiscance at 000, bBatuelion ia prepares to roll out at 0600
hours yhen rauie message (rom Eattzlion Commsnder halts mareh and
sreturns howltzers to positions aod resumption of fire. Support of .
othervise unsupportec 14lst Infontry undertsken on initiative of
Battalion Commatiier after conference with 141st Infentry Commanding
Officer. Lleutenant icll establishes rfecessary lialson and is soen
wounded severely in lcft upper aro by shell fragment and evacuated
to hospital.

2nd Lisutenant Coclt esizblished liaison with 142nd Infantry.
Sixteen wiokscrved nisslons on eneny perscnnel andé in repilsion of

counteratiac:a are accomplished rt instance of 141lst Infantry (625 rds)

dres iicutralizetion and 1 adreet nit in gir-adjusted mission on a sun
position (137 rus) "B Chbservation Fost adjusts series of fires on
eneay troops, inflicting heavy casualties (286 rda) Air Ohservation
Post mdjusts late afternoon fires on aduitionsl gun posltions, with
roported neutralizing effect (231 rds).

Total smpunltion expenuiturs this date: 1274 HE and 5 Smoke.

12 June Feur night anu early morning harassing fires, as called for by 3oth
Divigion Artillery (144 rds). air Observation Post Check of regisira-

tion {15 rdés).
lo ieather nor visibility chanpjes, '

Current misslon sssigneds reinforcement of fires of 132nd Fleld
Artillery battalion, in uirect suppert of 142nu Infantry.

R S L —
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Freceued by position areg Teconuaissance, Battalion dasplaces

forward in lale afterncon lo some 3 miles bortheest of Capulbio,

Base point registration is cenoucted by Alr Cbservation Post (45 ris).
Total ammunition exepouiture tais Gate: 155 AE ami 9 Smoke,

13 June Lo further [ire Iro. present posiiion. Dattzlion again mskes afternoon

1 June

13 June

T ————

forwaru cisplacement, preceteu by reconnaissance, this time to cross
dlghuey Y4 and occupy positions aleng Albegna ddver, several miles
southwest o Lagliano.

Upon 36th Division artillery ingtructions, Battalion prepares to
cxiendc mave behind 132nc Field ar<illery ogttalion, but continues in
pesition wher au.igsed o 132udis renaining as located to support in-
farlry i encouwncer with unespeetet opuosivicn. Lientenant lienson
esiablished linicon VI3 12200 Meld Artillery iattalicn,

tase point rejistrution froun Air (Lservation Post (41 rés). Ewvening
pinge (0 rus). Fire in repulsicr cf counter-atiack, adjusted by 132nd
field artilicry cotislion (lservation Post (27 rea),  Total ammunition
expruditure oids wates o2 Ln apd 6 Sooge.

cuemy Dattery aus SP purs are reporte neutralizes by micnibt fires,
avjustet from 132u¢ Flelu Artillery Observation Post (52 raa). night
ana early morning harnssing fires, as caliec for Ly 36th Livision
Artillery (363 ras).

Enemy planes boub end strefe Batialion area about 0330; no casualties.

Purguant to 36th Livision Artillery Crder, A" Eattery is cetached

from the Battalion and attached to 117th Reconnaissance Squadron,
proceedlng thither about 0430 hours. 1lst Lieutenant Hewsom 1s recalled
from 132na Field grtillery fattalion and Gispatcheu to 117th Reconnaissm
Sguadron to maintain liaison,

2na Lisutenant Ceoir returns {rom Li2nc infantry,

Frepsratory fires are delivered at call of 132nd Field Artaliery
Battalion in early afternoon (41 rus),

Cbservec missions are acjusted by air Cbservation Post on enemy
artillery, iroops, veiicles, ang srching eclunns, with repert of
tevastating vesults (105 rus), afterncon Linzo, as calloa for by 36th
Division Artillery (46 rcs).

4o leteuy ir swawwes Liat, uryness anc cust.”

Castain tolten . Vires, Jatbelion 3-4 advisec of Cisplacement forwkard
of Battalion service ele.ents and Personinel Section alcog the line of

Bighvay #1.
s e

et i o [
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16 June

17 June

18 June
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Lo xevning fires. on visoleces teyond waglisno to TESLOZVOUS areg
scuth of nentiare, then FLSLEES Dorell i aPterigen to retuccvcus avirolilate ly
cne rile norih of ientiave,  Froceded by Tecontigisence, En continues forrary
in eariy cvenin: to cceuny; nositions sgme 7 olles scutheagt of Grosseto, Alr
LP adjustec Tegistration wn b_ge soint (g rug) 1z comaleied ai wiliag, og,
Liv &rty, cirects YeCUhiaLasleE c€ly o Gisylaceaent to, nev positiony 2000
S5 closer to Grosaeto,  3ase 15 Jorihrita accoxrlished by blaciout, Total
1D expernclture thig Laved 410X, 3 sioie,

LOrEing registration is acconplishe through gip (p {( 62 rus), idzsiong is
aajusted on tangs by Adir (F, ellecting esplosion ang Leutralization (42 Tus),
aleny suns pre tasen Unuer fire Lirough proum CP's; resultss area neut-
Talizqilen ang three leirge eiplcsiong (%u) ray, Larly afterncon Bingo, as
called for Ly Biv Arty 2rus) . Chserved igsions are carrisd out on epe ¥
Versornel anu suspecies installauions (35 raa}, effectively covering target
areas, .

Current missicn assizncae by uiv ATLFs suppert of L3er, Miligint ferware
uisplacament, Preceuec by u.ugl Fecotalssance, to occupation of jositionsg
-0 flats of Usbrens flver, about zouo Y&8 3L ol Grosseto, LBattalion mervice
tlements are no. situateu 5 miles 1o leal wiarcs wootiane, except Persanuel,
section, 6 miles further baon, in ~ohtiano., ptal ammo expenaiture this
vate: 273 LE, 1 s.ose. ’

heather cooler, cleuuy to clcar. Aftorppen threat of rain Ta-ls to materialize,
Lorning regisivation rom Alr OF (46 rus}, Lissiocns on €neny vehicles ano
artillesy aujusteg by Air LF, 1iih reseried neutralization effect (49 rus),
uitto du aftercnen op horse-erang artiller; snu on tancas, Scoring 1 aireet

Bit on latter (152 rus) .,

TA™ Btry returns to 2 econtrel 1500, but Ln uificer (Lt, Lievsom) and an

officar chserver (Lt. Sary are 0 recain 1ith 117 zen Sgen until furiper oruers,
~eccliiaissanee of fervaro Pealiicy ereas is acecaplished in evening; move,
hoever, ig pPostpone. on Livy arty aruer t11] e 20T,

Tetal ammo exoenciturs this dates 23 sy 12 sete,

iain 0430-0500 2iays havee i Bviryonz's conlord, Vealiler graCaaily im-
Areves, sun zhinss from noon ok, wiih nish cliwaparie clarity, .

Larassing fires frop aualsnt te 0500 (1.0 rua}. Proparation Iircs mreceuing
ewrly sorning attaes: (110 rus), dltornoon herassing fives {35 réa). Lestruction
of 1 creay sun in Srounc-CP-rl justey uissdon {27 rus),

serhing vielt from LG, biv irty,

Liv arty assizis current missien te Bn of 36th biv general suppart,

roruara uisplacement in wlusafterncor tg positicus LE of Grosssto,

Froant registraticn (6 rus) is lolloves by 2 bingces (lEO.-,rén), successiul
ObsLrven izsion on okeny iroops {i6 rus), anu night herossing fires (% rus),
Total anw exdenuiture tais uate; 662 dli, 16 s.oke,

-
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Sarly aoridi iz o Vlfes wnd three Linces are we-
verce per Jiv ariy sssicnuent {262 rus),

Sattalion sdssion ef 364 oivision general support con-
tinues, per oral cenfirmation of Jiv drty GG at aftericon
vettailen Ceamonuers' coufsrence.

000 wingo, as calleu for by Liv Arty (€0 rus).

Battalion service elements have consolidated in vicinity
of Groasseto.

witpight position area Tecorualssance, uirectec by Liv
Arty, is unvervaxen by oo pxee ang 5-2,

Total aiue expenuiture this wates: 322 He,

20 Jue fécoubaisounce s vlscontituen at 0130 on telephoned in-
strucilons frem Liv Arty, receives at 133 Fa En CP. to -
contlnue cccupation of present position. Fn Lxec assumed
COM.and Uion vepurtare of m G, 20rning resumption of
Teconuaissance iy iclloves by Bettalion tisplacement to
am cccuaticn of positions about 3000 yas 3k of Lonte-
pescell, Jegictoation cn LP is promptly effected through
air CP (47 rasy.

Ferfect sum er veatier anu clarity prevails,

Potal wmio epenciture thiz cates 40 \E, 7 szoke,

21 June felioving ir sxoc's early .orning confereGee Titi ca,
v arly, ~no reecniaizasnee of rozu net, anu in the
Laic of wsitien ares Seeornaissance by s-2, Survey
Colleer, ore Laiiers Comiancers {occasionir; siiraial
Vit a relsiidne goekch of JeCesciil), Dattalion infil-
Watos, uper coo, letion ol tro essential iriuges, to a
Ureauiness reacczicus ol 4y 1, dmnedistely south off
Giunczrico. leconualzsence iz resumed ani further for-
vare visploccneunt is acco<slisheu at qugc, Positions
are accu dcu sbout 1000 yis .ortheast of fdavi ane 2000 yus
SE of Gaverrano. oF regiztration is effectec through Adr
UP (13 rusy. Eaitalicn service echelon uisplaces fornard
to location on iy 1, vest of -cntepescali, Threat of
ancvers fzils to wevelop., lotal auno expenuiture this
Gates 11 i3, 2 s.oice,

22 June Continueu goou weather sng visivility. Battalion mission
(36th Liv ceneral supwort) continues per orgl cenfirmation
of GG, uiv urty, at nerning conference with fn ofg,
Per biv arty adiirizaticn, Lts hartin ano Levsom return
from 117 ien Seur.. Capt. Lvans is aispateineu og B T,
pursuant to Livis.on cruer, to join ent redain with jdv
G-4. Four oczerveu nissicns are acjustet by Air OP in morning m
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et vy 4BArleg, W sCfceetl, VLIVH PO oolu
O U VA U0 P N A VIR VL S - AP Frr o S A AT
e I‘u.», e acLolLELL LATeESElG i wiel LML O] CLUZeIVEU

Jlees \eal Pus) o3 . mate vial, arineipally arcor; in
sutitioll o0 arce heuwalizgaticn, wiveed hibs are acocrou on

£i.is atu Lo ore prelitively ordi Llcw,  36rus lnterdicilon
fire ave celiversu Lo evead.g.

piv Aarby dliccets 2t 1o00 that i jeserpl support mission be
supplementcu by reiuforcesent of fires of 460th ¥4 Bn (sappori-
ing 517th Far ieg). Lt. sewscm forturith e;abiishss necessary
lizison. Total aure expeowitwre this dater 365 HE, 40 suoke.

<3 June Gontinueca fpil venther gau clenr visibility,
worning observet wiscion ("G (P) on euesmy personnsl (15 rus),
covering inwnicutew prea,
At Ddv arty oruer, visvlacenent 1z maue to Sn reconnoltred
positions about 50C5C yus uV of Gavorrezno in late afterncon,
Hegistration is cempletes threugn Adr OP (38 rus)., Tvo ob-
served nirsiens uwre secom.lisiled on ecoemy vehicles {47 rus).
Une Bluigo (120 ras). Lt. uewscm rejoing 460th Fi ba OF to
continue lizisen un mis ious remzins unchanged.
bn service vehelen Loy wisglaceu forvara to this imwevlate
ned; noworiicot . otnl neco cupticivure thils uates: 209 H5, 11 smoizc'E.

24, June o nezihor nor vigibilicy cuunge.
Flive eneuy taiis zre uisavlee in 3 worning aissions aujustea
7 Adr (F's (150 rus). rarsusnt to VGG at 1330 confercuce,
Bn reccmnolire: auu ciszlaces to pozition eres in viciuity of
3C-00, in hizn prounu ceversl tlcusond yards north of Follondea
gt teeps henitoerz ecupled. Authorisy is obiaines to reg gister,
ot olenes, e JOL'T rily ticG up on other -u.::ion.., *fmally [inG
the selves cul oo Q—-l— are eall it ¢ unr, At 2200 orter 1s re-
ceived from Ziv Arty bo his tiie road at dawn end proceed o a
Meozition of 1c'1u4.r.e st in inpeciute reer of 13lst FA Bn, where-
eqer it then ops be, Potal ago expencitwe this uwater 147 LE,
3 s.odie,

25 Jure QConbirued goou neather atn visibillty conditdons.

- decornalssance is dnuusuratew at 0300 ant Bo accozplishes uise
placeient vithin next bowr anc quarter to position 3000 yus
uue porth, rerwining te worarily coupled. Uesplts conmunication
to Ulv arty of results ol furtiher reconnaissance, which logically
precluces furiher movesent pencing pdvance of infantry front
lires, Liv irty cowrels ulsplacenent far formara to a vensely
tonlcceteu aresz, wifticult of mccess, frommiich fire cannot be
eflectively uelivered (335-895).
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Do eatooricg are shoicc wnin L oo, wiillorr feroa.
bouwr.  wetosooh luoweeonUOh cace Luoedgluce o0 in Ao
itions ef it: on selechion neeriy (vicinity 365-873),
vaden avs av Lot wereate, siie is scecaclizoeu, re-
glstration is eccngslevoe (42 rus), presaratery fires de-
liverec (51 rus), i obe waewy Latiery weutvalized (300
rus). o oserviee censlen s soest un to point in vic
iwity of wn's scruing rencezvous. Total ammo expeliiture
ihis ‘czte: 350 HE, 23 smae,

26 June Closin;; station ot 0235, ursua.l to relied of 36th
Livigicor, On Leins maved at 0235 So tlvouac arca alout
alles vest of Lez, Dbasiz 12 howss in renuezvons on
soutlieriy cutsuil'svs i Grosscic, ant closes i o GES-
Simatien U200 ont sowi:ing of ZVta. Japt. sehsoa is ine
Juree in aizhivey acoltent o soute.

e fellevins vses of enovaltics oecurces during

tbis periout

SRS AP Cadlais:  Crriol.s e iii ) W ral
oY
IEoN
LIy
SIa
Lk
Lia
S
kT4
li-C-n

COCQOoOOoO~ROO
COONOHROD K

Tvo enlistel men reccived as replacesents suring this
pericd., These men replaced persennel rotated curing this
peried,

PLAST L Gu L 3nnl SV e Ual3S GoaTa L3
cdil bl Faol D G JRERED el dlt

Captain fdehare o. ilawe, Battesy "84, 155tn Pield artillery
Battalion, no..-:, wall:s, fexas.

- QTICL CIYED .
lb a..arch 1%, Cassine, Itnly,

PR it 8] I IRV OV N S I
Saved lives of his ten coein- tarilie F.l’.t:.:!j bemuaruncht,
tirectiny miw belpinz to esrcy vounted to zielter and ad-

pindztoring Tirst ol weer sacll e,

" i, s s aies dLL D) - " ——
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Cautaln Cherles ~. Ycol, reuical betachment, 135th rield
artillery ratreddon, wene, tuosonc, Cilshonma.
4L Lt O AGT LGk G

13 bLarch
s el

194
ireatec wow.led sen unuer scell fire, centinuing to remcer
Tirst eiv to .un cven aftsr being seriously vounded by
shell frazue, L, ticrely zaving the lives of eleven ren,

4y Gassine, Italy,

M Lk SVin LLual CuTaTELS EBULLVED
Shorded oo abu GUT ipir HESELIW

1. bdew
Pyt lel (then Fvt) .ucolf «, Cebula, Batter: "a®t, 155th
Fiell artillery fasiceiden, lcie, Weirten, B, Va.

Cadl iobison YO

4 Lorch 1504, VLG 1talzr,

e o1 R ITR P IR

Uarrdea viuncst wn Lo shelioT turits heavy Combarc.aond.

Lhen eqporst 4o cieny suell Jjoe Pyt Cehuln puided an

a.aoulance to tue swcwdeu soleders ama dudped loel them

for evzeusiicu.

I/3gt nerlert o, watrici, icaCquarters Battery, 155th riels
Artillery oottesicn, rort werta, Texaa,

Latk i II .‘--4-“. A nhm
& Lecember 1943, Ligmano, italy.

; i .
T/8gt Prtrick skillfully orgnaiz.d two crems and laid
communication lines throuzh o heavily mincd open field
viich was uncer intense anell fire mna then advaticed
over unfeziliasr terrsin tc a comund post to ccmplets
the important enc necessary ccaumunications.

M50 L dwa el

3 Ui La
TR b Fro g

SLPLICWALLY [LGITCRICUS
5 e — "

i

Pvt lel darlane G. fuylor, Battery "AP, 155th Field aArtillery
Battalion, hoic, wdayweod, ' est Virginie,

Yool FPLAGE CF GCrabn: G3rui),

7 December 43, lignanmo, Iialy.

Gt s v

Cstatlished on observation posi on a zrominent ridge
anu Cireeted fire accurately on cnemy positions,
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- Fvt lel Jleinuid o, Jtiaini, weuical Letacnzent, 155tk

Fielo artillery bettalion, iowse rt. Sam douston, Texas,

DALE {01 PLAGY OF AGIIG. Guypl
10 Leceaber 43, .ighalo, italy,

wiligb iGLl L VR P T
Teok an smbulance uncer Leavy enemy snell fire to two
wounted meb in pn exposed position abe renusrew Tirast ald
and toen evacuatec thexm frem the hazardous area.

Pyt lalter 5. Ls Flamse, heuicgl Letachzent, 155th Field
Artillery ravuslien, houe, aupericr, lisconsin.

wadk el Flyup CF gulany Ciowoh
10 Lecember 43, LiEhane, dtaly.,

MEESPICIUS Cilu., Si.uls
Tock an aubuiznce unger neavy cleny shell fire to two
ROULLeG Lsh N an cioscu pozition ehu rendereu rirst sic
ant tuen evzeonles iueliren Lie hagarecus area,

LS I, ATILS
Llcuterany Solonel, .4,
Conuancin:,

15 incls.
Eyhibitss - souclazions by Beitalion Comuander,

- Ligt ¢f Gasualtics,

Cllicers Joster,

- LO0deer culy Ghatses.,

- urnit Jown:-i,

~i3sions olown Ty Ale Jecuion,

-1 acorts.,

- 7 aoorts.

- 3 .eits, -

- Su.aary of Firin:,

Lzdly wepert of rictug,

-~ Cp raticn Cverinys 1 taru 3.

Situstion Cverlays 1 tnru 9.

- Lans.

Firing Charts,

1
T

Lo b b b oo vt pe
1

I
LY O 1)

Fr b oo
I |

T
[}
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campelling need of a range in Divisional. lisdium Artillery greater thap that
of the light battalions, During the rapid pursult tactic that characterized
the latter phase of the Jume campaign, this Battalion time apd again could
have fired opn nany targets, otherrise depded it, if 1t had had the additional
range alfforded by the 155 Hewitger 10, Experience under recent conditions
has demenstrated anew the soundness of the artillery doctrine that the Kediun
covers the forward displacement of the direet support battaliens.

reliability and Tlextbility of conminication procedure. 1t measured up to
satisfaction, vindieating again the teachings of the Field Artiliery School
vhen applied with judicious amd selective adaptation to the ever varying,
seldom forseen contingencies of actual combat, The excellent functioning
of this sugpests the propriety of nresentation of the following schems of
organization and: operation which has boen develoned,

1. Unexpected situations, e.g., landing on an hostile shore, con-
version of the defensive to an offensive, rapid mursuit of the eneny, required -
that the Headquarters Battery Comminicaticns platoon be erganized in the most
flexble mamer.. Such flexdbility naturalldy will include rapid mobility and
centralized control of smal] grouns capable of working independently,

2. Through experience gained in the field under the above mentioned
situations, the Headquarters Battery Commurications platoon had developed an
organization capable of meeting the demands arising from the most adverss
Situations. This arganization is a revized" form of the current T/0 {6-36),

3. The Io]imm-lg general SOP and description in wmparison with T/0
6-36 is submitied for conaideration: :

COINMICATIONS PLATCON HEADQUARTERS
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3 JIULY 19442 %he batialion executeqd a Lignt mgreh trem a bivouac area

about nire piles worthviest of Home, Italy, to ashother bivoune
area about rive wijes torineast of Faestuw, ltaly. 1t is liicreating to note
that this bivouac wag in the of the poglticn greas occupied by this batialion
uuring the estdablishuort ef the 3aleruo beaeh hean,

FEAGCD 4 to 21 JuLy 1941 The battalion ¢'faged in training vith enphasis

placee woon vaterborne operations and familarization
with thie battalion's Low Leepon, Lue 155um nonitier, Bul, The old 155mm Hovitzer
E-1917, were Teplaccd vith the ney =1's carly in this period,

On 12 July, injor willizm b, talarop, the battslisn 3-3, was
transferred to the 1s3rd Fial Artillery Latvtalion and Lajor Jameg 7. Glarze,
Execative Cificer, of tic 1i3ra Slele Artillery Battslion vias .ransferred to
this battalion, The Bnstalion Ceumwmier assigned fnjor Glerke aa Battalion
Executive pnd Lajor Latrence I, Gilmer, a3 Sattalion S8-3,

22 JULY 19%4s The batiglios narcied to g "stasing ares? alowt five niles
noriha of wnlisie, Il C7aged inte new area shortly after:
Eidui-nt,

PEWGOD 23 JULT IC G AUsis)p Iside Taz batgalion ergagec in light traicing,

itcluciny some calikration firing of the
L1 touiteers uain;; Seyucr apuzition, gue in intensive preparation for
Cperation Wgpyiin,

On 30 July Licutenput Gelonel Thomas T. dtking, ot his owm
Teauest, vas relieves of conmpnu of tids Lattalion,

On 1 Awust fzjor C1ifford l.. Bnow wag trarsfecred to thig
batinlion from the 133re ficle Artillcry Battalion, Ie assulted commgrd by
autoority of yDog 36th bivision Artillery,

FLadon 7 o 10 AUGLST 19%4: The Battalion evbarked for Operation Hinvile,
First vaterproofed vebicles with their drivers
and assistant drivers vere loaued. Gn the 10Bh tie persomnel ewmbarked, The
Dairn bouy of the battalicn, uncer iajer Snovi, embaricd on L.S.T. ASi 602, 4
smallcy group, ecensisting of turee oificers anu seventy four erligted nsn,
wier Lajor Clarie, embaricu por LS. 430 603, A {forvard reconnaissance

ﬁrUuP CGnSiSting cf Capt.'zjn .liﬂll.‘.l»\ PAPIEPTIGT L £ 41 V- 12 - n -
barvee on L.5.7, i3 610, Zacir Bis dol vos to (e R ldon in,
fire 2 sudioble pezitich aron, :uft the Lotinlgwin Cpraammg e 173171&3
asu0re ziu give fhw battolien tof Lhc geleeie i ‘CELLE

UTANT GENERAL




g ey o

o,

—— e gt
Lo i iy o T ol _.

DECLASSIFIED PER EXEQUTIVE cppm 12356, Section 5.3, Y, DZ 36‘.:}/,2
BYM‘ESW\NARA Date Cg-£2 - ,

REPROCICED AT T HATLONAL ARUHIVES -
R T T

ke

The rear scuclion, wnger colwlanc of Captain Harry P, Frantz,
CorLsisbing of tro otuer vificers, 1st Li=uituarts Hobert E, Reynolus ang
Jacx R, Stewart, Tarrant (Lficer (JG) Starley W. iuth anc eighty.six en.
listed men remsgined in Italy, 1t vas sciefuled to follow the battalion
or U plus § convoy,

’ The ecbariation wos corpleted and the 1,8.7's Proceeded
to their rendesvous ot 1705 hotes en 11 Avnugt 18944,

1l Avsusy 844y Lo dncicent., ™o fovor rezxined in the rendegzvous area.

12 AUST3T 1941 Tie vonvoy sailed ot 1533, Degtinations the southern
coast of Frorce, {issien: the establishment of g beache
hegd in the viciuity ol Saint vaphuel aud Frejus, France,

13 AUGUST 1944: The Vesoge continued unuer ideal conditions: & calm sea,
lizot breeze arc clear warm veuther. linps aud seeret

craers (¥o 53, degtquarters 36t lofantry Division) were distributed to

the officers, wio stucice Blien preparatory to briefing the troops, These

orders gave ithis batislion the nission of reinforeing the fires of the 133rd

Fileld Artillery Bafta-don, vuicu wag in uireet support of the 143rd Infentry.

1, AUGUST 1944: Weather continuet iceal. The convoy passed ihru the
Stralgits of Corsica at avout “aylight and turned north-
vare along the west comst of Corusica. A4t 1700 hours the convey turned
wnestiara again tovarus its testination, the Qulf of frejus. During the day
the troops were briefew, it wos atboulest that 15 August wag D-Day esnd that
0800 was H-Hour, -

15 AUGUSY 19441 4t dajligtt a terriffic bombardment of the beach-herd ares
alid tile Leaches by the Havy anc the 4ir Corps prepared the
beaches for the H-four laeing, By midencrning unofficial reports fron
Tetwning lonwids orafé & forme the valtinz troops that the assult was
Proceeuing well, resistance v.g wea., ant casualties wvere umexpectedly
1ight. LST €02 beached ou "ireep Zepein® on the south shores of Cap de
Dramront at 1€45; folloved by LST €03 at 1930, Just as 18T 602 beached
a nunber of light ealibre, hish veloelty shiells landed on (reen Beach.
farce of them struelr LT 402, Lizvy shrpprel vownds vere suffered by
Lajor 3now, tie Satiilica Soimamucr, lat Lb, Pillldp 4, Chockley, Assistent
Sommundestions Gilicer, Foiveode _orl W, Face of Battery "CY; and Private
Cordl W, 8ins Jr., letdenl Sctsehor: b, Tie Oolicers vere given first aid
ans returred to uuly. Sue enlisiet nen | ore losoitaiized. 18T 602 mas
uwlosued by 1830 and 137 03 by 2000, As the vebicles unloaded they were
guined 10 {he we~waler-precfing avea. As i ajor Suow lanted he wmag met
by Captair dung, anu they velt on a hasty recounaissance of the route and

the selecteq positicr,

2.

3
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firing. The SP bLas not sitce beel scer.

18 atgusT 1044t AL 1240 1st Lt HaTRre ¥, dent, Sattery Commander of
Bpgters "3" resorted that Battery "B® had been bothered
bde previcus evening by Sidpers firing into the batbery from an isolated
bocked just in rear cf this position, The para-ircopers who had baen
eigaging them hod been moved, A reguest for help wes pade of the Li2nd
Infantry, Tae InTantry Aepiment sent g reirforced platoon to mop-up,
but uwpon arrival Tourd %hnt the eneny had evacuated. Two trucks were
sett to joln a faebieal foree Jer ar indefinite period, They reported
o Coptain lattax ot fie 3&th infariry Divigion Class I Quortermaster
dump in Iraguignan, io firing this date, This Battalion's mission has
Tensincd unchangzed yince lording:  ie, reinfereing the fires of the 133rd
Field Artillery HBetizlion, vhicii, in twrn, is dn direct support of the
143rd Infantry,

19 AUSUST 10421 At 0230 Lejor Luther B, Urrick, 36th Division Artillery,

ealled #iiis battalion to furnish three more 2% ton trucks
for the szme force vhich bac reseiven tie tuo trucks on the 18th, They
Yere dispatehed and rererice to Glass 1 cump in Draguignan at 0600, Urders
Were receives Irom 36th Division Artiller; hoauguarters at 2250 for this
battalion to be prepored fo move by 0400 20 August, Battery Commanders
viere alerted, Ip firing this axte,

20 AUGEUST 1944%  Colonel Auanis, Commencing 143rd hegimental Combat Team,
calied at 0115 and ppde arrangements for the 155th Field
Artillery Battalion to SITY & battalion of his Infantry (less one company)
on our vebieles Guring the march this date, The battalion marched at 0615
the order R deadguarters batteries, 4 representative,
Captpin Talton I, Vines, from Service Bntitery accompanded the battalion,
The Infantry entrucked on owr vehicles shout three miles northwest of
Urozuiznan.  The SO merenes nerthvard sn highuay Ho. 555 g Castellana,
turnet north on iznvay be. 55, pacsed e barrune and on tg Digre, south-
] Vest of Lalijar. There it ung found that demelitions prevented crossing
the Durarce diver ang it vns necessary to pbroceed southward along highway
Lo, 100 tc La Brilleane befere 2 ercssing ecculd be effected, Ve tuwrmed
terthenst again on hishu-y Lo, TG, praset tiry Feyruis, to highuay No. &3
Just south of Vollone, mazzed siru Vollone and finally vent into position,
about a thousand yerds reuth of Peipin, Ihere was no contact with the
CuCiy; so the betterics,vere Laic 4o firc as follons: Battery A" on 5
Gomasy of 4000, Batiory MDY on coiazs 200, and Dattery 04 o .compass
6000, Lo firins from thin positicn. The Szitelieon merehed about 120 road
niles thig day Nt‘o a point rearl> 55 riles tigepar in France,

;
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<L AUGUST 15443 Iritially it wes certenplider that ne movenent vould

- be mate tais date; bub at 1300 4 nessage was recelived
sumioldng the Battalion Gomnander to Division Artillery neadquarters.
A% 1410 the Battalion Conmander raliced for & conference of Battery
Commanders and be preparea to leave at 1435 t0 go od.a recounaissance.
Urders were given at 1435 hours for the ba ttalion: to be prepared to
move towsrd Gap by 1545, The battazlion moved st 1745, The colume wag
aet by Captaln Eawlk Just scuth of Sisteron and wins.led to its mew position
srea, just south of Gep. For dizpositions see Lap:.. France 1/100,000,
Sheet 15 « 0, briavcor-tap. The battalion cloged ifto its new ares at
2045, goirg inte position s follewust Battery "A™ on a compass of 500,
Battery "BY on €400 ard Babtery MGN on 5200, Lo firing from this position,

22 AUSUST 1%44: Go contaod nibh Luc ereny. Information received ine
Glenter thed the 143rd 1rforiry vas operating to the

east end north e-st of Gap wnu 4 Li2ed. Llarteyr vas operating eastrard
of Gan. At 1320 & nmezsae fren 268h Divisien Artillery, alerted the
battalion for &’ pessilile .o 4t e vrgE or rorthuest to be made later
in the gfterioon er onm fie ri o of 22:33 Avzuck. . Copbain Ausust G,
Loser wns serd to 56th Division Aps levy te cbinit further irfcrmation
oG to reconueilir roavs as fur oss Lig. G viain liosor ealled by telephone
at 2320 stating that toe baitalior weuld pove, the battelion vould carry
a battallen of the 14216 Lifuntry on our veiicles ang, that ke was oringing
8 copy of the oraer. AL 2300 hours Uuptain 5tallings, G-3 Seciion, 36th
infantry Uivision telephoned tiat the orcor liat been changed slizhtly -
that ve would procced to wyons inctesd of Crest and that cur route would
be via Gap, Veyues, Serres, icsans end I yors and thab low-beam headlights
would be used as for es Rosors. The Battery Cosmmanders, includipg the
Compenuing Cificer, Battery "B", 443rd ARA and Eattalion Surgeon, vwere

. aavised to have their unlts .repared to march at D030 on the morning of
23ra dugust and that tiie units comuerders would report to the Battalion
Exccutive wihen resdy to morch and to receive final arders at 0015 23
August. An scute map shortoge preveited s «istribution of maps covering
tie march route, so overleys vere prepared, Captain William J. Jesaup,
vith quartering party, ves cent ahesd to find positions and to expedite
Getrucking of the Infantry anc cceupntion of positions, OCaptain Hawk went
forward to loeate the ertrucking point. o .

23 AUGUST 19443 The Battalior Coumarder returned to the CP at 0015 and

issnet "the merch order, ie2 that tle move would be
adristrative, to the vicinity of ljons via Veynes, Serres, Rosans, liyons;
our velileles would carry n batialion of the 142nd Infantry to be ene
trucked at 01003 order cf Lareh "a%, "BY, WG, lesdguarters Battery and
Service Battery; lishts to dcsans, Llackout thereafter. This battalion
to be in Girect support of the Limd Infentry Jdegiment, The battalion
left positior for the entriciking area st 0030 ond arrived at the area ab
0150,
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Ine Infar, iry vere
brbboaslival otk ot oo NI
‘eaw eant ol Liohyg, Sl L

FOPtet Ghat L g ] SR S
Were just west of Lyous,
riile batierics “g are Ao -
coult be insgccteq,
at Jods arg Bas reauy to [iic b 1ul
Comnancer hind ervered the Gue ronnin
anG "GW hatierinss clonen to tueir
Fingerhut vas sent W estabiizh olize
1230 Lours, 3 rlatoon of Infariry T
vbservation post, Sng L. Lichord g
Peruwission o acconpany the onriyr,
Teeoineitteres, dotover,

RS B

IR

. .
WU g

tavlishet a rogy bloek cp Ludr Yoo,

dloein Lie eLELY opmicd {irg, -
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COMCLUSICES BY THE BATTALION COIANDER g UD
€

The operations of this battalion from the time of landing on ¥
beach of southern France, from 15 to 31 August, inclusive, is to a great
extent parallel to the rapid movements and changes of situstion as en-
countered during the push north of Rome, in Italy, during the period May -
June, 1944, The rapid changes in situations and long marches with light
resistance has prevented the actual employment of medium artillery on
missione for which it was primarily designed.

Qur transportation facilities have been made availsble for the
transportation of the infantry con long movements, along with our own
persennel, equipment and amaunition. On these types of operations it
has been found that this can be done without undue hardship to personnel
or damape to artillery equipmernv.. Fortunately, the situstion has not
demanded any hurried occupation of positions and in most cases we were
preceded by direct support 1U5 mm artilliery who took over any immediate
emergency or request for artillery fire.

The plan of moving the battalion 25 a umit for an amphibiocus .
operation was found to be very satisfactory as it enabled close control
upon arrivel on the beach and provided an opportunity for briefing all
personnel prior {o debarkation.

To maintain close contact with the assault regiments of the
division, end to orgenize and direct observation, a plan of liaison has
been adopted which provides for a liaison officer maintaining close con-
tact with each direct support battalion and assault regiment for the pur-
pose of keeping in clese touch with the situastion in the sector of each
and direct the battalion cbservers in each sector to the best observation
availsble arnd keep them directly informed of the situation and position
ol our {riendly troops., This liuison alsc provides a direct means of
comounication through which the direct support artillery or the infantry
regiment could call for medium artidlery fire when end vhere needed.
These officers have acted in a dual capacity of a liamison officer and
cobserver vhen the occasion demsnded. A mininmum of two additional obe
servers has ueen employed in each regimental sector where the situation
demanded. ‘YThis plan of liaisen and control of observation has proven
very desirable as it has provided direct contact for reinforcing missions
and has epnzbled the battalion commander to keep in direct touch with the
situation aleng the division front al &ll times and hes expedited plans
and movements for execubting assipgned missions.

£ r— - =y
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HEADQUARTERS 155%k FIELD AATILIERY BATTALIUL
A.F.0. ho. 36, T. 5. ATmy
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SUBJECT: Marrative History and Conclusions by the Battelion Commander
of the 155th Field Artillery Battalion for Septenber 1944.

O 3 Commanding General,
36th Infantry Divislion,
APG lio. 36, U. S. Aray,

1., Submitted herewith History, Conclusiong by the Battalion
Commander and supporting records of the Eattalion for the month of
September 1944. The History is written in a narrative form with
attached coples of Journal, Situstion Overiays, hkaps snd Firing Charts,

2. The combat operations for this battalion for the period 1
September - 30 September 1944 was similar to the previous operations
during the month of August, 1944. During the first half of the period
the sction was fastwmoving, requiring long moves in most instances and
hasty occupations of positions. The tactical plan of essigulng a
medium battalion as reinforeing the ligat artillery of a combat team
has proven very satisfectory end has enablsd displacement of the light
ant medius battalions as a unit with one battalion in position ab all
times to cover the displacement of the other,

Un two or three occasions one batbery of the medium battallon
mas displaced to the vieinity of ihe light battalion end tied in with
their survey and FUG for control to deepen the firea of the 105=m
battalion, This situation wa3s essential due to the wide front covered
by the combat tesm and exposed flanks for which artillery fire was
needed and required the disposing of artillery in depth, This proved
very satisfactory dus to the fast wovement and rapid advance of the
infantry troops.

HC smoke shell has proven & satisfactory screening egent, but
due to the lack of the proper fuze sdaptable to this projectile we have
encountered s high percentage of duds, It has not been setisfactory for
jdentification of initial reunds which fecilitate rapld sdjustment on
observed targets, It is recommended that WP smoke ghell be mae available
for this purposs,

-
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In the more static situstion which has developed during
the last part of this pericd it has been found that close liaison
between the general support artillery and the assualt infantry re.
giments has proven very satisfcctery ana hss provided a guicker and
more direct means of delivery of medium artillery support when and
where needed,

1 Incl - Harrative YSeptember™ {Sextuple)
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