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PREREFACE

If all the men who served in the 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP)
were able to meet together and, in some way, share and
record the countless stories about what happened to
them and to those with whom they shared the combat ex-
perience of the 443rd, the history of the unit would
be complete. In fact, it would fill many, long volumes.

Since the above ig not possible, I hope that readers
will regard the numerous events and experiences that
are included here as representativé of the other thou-
sands that did cccur. I trust that this brief accoun-
ting of the combat record of the 443rd will help recall
those poignant memories, both glad and sad, that mirror
the real accomplishments of young American citizens
turned soldier to help win the widest ranging, most de-

vastating war in history.

Werner L. Larson, Lt. Col., U.5. Avmy{Ret)
* * *

ADDENDUM

Through my many years of Regular Army service, following
World War II, I have never ceased to ferret cut and collect
data and information about the 443rd and its record of com-
bat. I could never forget the 1945 promise made to men of
the 443rd when we were in Austria at the war's end - that
I would write a history of the Battalion. The task of col-
leeting information from many sources and organizing it
inte a brief but comprehensive history is done but I want
to especially thank two 443rd members for their share in
what became a movumental task. William S. Harvey of Sherman
Oaks, California, kindly gave permission to use his fine
pen and ink drawings, sketched during his experience with
the 443rd in North Africa and Sieily. Finally, my thanks
migt go to John R. Fisher of Greensbors, North Carolina.
His invaluable role in providing information and other
assistance hase enabled me to fulfill my 1945 promise io

men of the 443rd, - W.L.L.
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IT WAS PATTON'S IDEA

INTRODUCTION

One of the little known sagas of World War II is that of the 443rd AAA
AW Battalion (SP}. This independent unit came into being as a result
of planning by General George S. Patton, Jr. during the spring of 1942
when he identified the need for a new type of weapon designed for the -
kind of warfare he envisioned in North Africa, the Mediterranean area

and in Europe.

The early, dark days of World War II saw theAUnited States reeling in
surprise and shock from the onslought of Japanese forces in the Paci-
fic., Nevertheless Allied strategists were preparing for early entry into
battle against the European Axis powers. In spite of Joseph Stalin's re-
peated demands for a cross-Channel assault in 1942, President Franklin

D. Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill met early in that year on a
destroyer in the North Atlantic and agreed that the initial attack of

the Western Allies would occur in North Africa against the ''soft under-
belly of the Axis.'" General Patton was named to open this "second front"™

as Commander of the Western Task Force.

Patton assessed the operation and quickly determined that it would re-
quire weapons and weapons systems not then available. One crucial need
was for a highly mobile weapon capable of delivering high rates of accu-
rate fire at enemy planes or against ground vehicles and armor without
delay in shifting between targets. In the spring of 1942 Patton requested
the War Department to provide his command with such a weapon and by August

it was ready and designated T-28-El.

Meanwhile the Continental Army Command was busy with a combat-readiness
inspection of the Army's automatic weapons battalions. The 443rd CA AAA AW
Battalion of Fort Sheridan, Illinois, emerged as the nation's number one
unit and in Aupgust of 1942 it was ordered to turn in its towed, 37 mm. AA
guns and move by train to Camp Pickett, Virginia. There it was reconsti-
tuted as the 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP} and equipped with 78 of the new T-28-El
weapons. (2 were retained to be used for experimental purposes in the U.S5.)
This was the first step in what was to develop into a remarkable combat

record through nine major campaigns and three amphibious invasions in the

North African, Mediterranean and Furopean Theaters of Operations.
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The 4437d AAA AW Bn (SP) was there when the Allied "Second Front" opened
in North Africa on 8 November 1942 and it continued in almost constant
combat until German Army Group G surrendered on © May 1945. Its routs

led through Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia to Sicily, italy, France, Germany
and into Austria. Periodic combat reports sent to Washington by the 4457d
resulted in effective redesign and improvement of equipment and to acti-

vation of standard, mobile, AAA units with the new equipment.

Only 26 of the 4437d's original T-28-E1 gun-tracks were operational
when the war ended. Fight had been transferred to French forces in North
Africa and the rest, destroyed or lost in combar, had been replaced with

ew, improved weapons.

AW Bn [8)}3 iz what happened to it ano to

pade 'Patton's Idea” work. Justice cannot
rzally pe done to the combat record of the 4437d without acknowledging

the countless, seifless instances of leadership and heroism shown by en-

Ll
-

iisted men and officers alike. But a special tribute must be paid to

Lt terner L. Larson who, as Battalion Executive, brought the unit
e the peak of training that resulted in its selection for the role that
it was to play, and who, as Battalion Commander, imparted a fearless,
intznse drive for excellence and victory to a unit that attained both,
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PREPARATION FOR COMBAT

FORET SHERIDAR, ILLINCIS

None of the group of motley-dressed young civilians in their teens and
early twenties had the faintest idea of what the next three years had in
store for them. Coming from all walks of life they streamed off the troop
train at Fort Sheridan, Illinois on 1 May 1942 and began the process of be-
coming one of the Army's elite battalions - one which would compile an en-
viable record in combat in North African, Mediterranean and European Thea-

ters of Operations during World War IT.

The unit to which they were assigned was designated the 443rd Coast Artil-
lery AntiAircraft Automatic Weapons Battalion- (SM). It had been activated
on 20 April 1942 by Lt. Col. John Smith and his Executive Officer, Major
Werner Larson. Now, as additional enlisted men and officers continued to
arrive to join the unit, a rigorous training program began. It seemed no
time at all before the well-trained 443rd was functioning like a smoothly
operating machine. Meanwhile, physical conditioning continued and inclu-
ded calisthenics, marching, obstacle course, amphibious net training and
gun drills, climaxed by a 25 mile march. Latrine rumors and gossip ran
rife about the unit's future. Arctic and tropical destinations dominated
the speculation which finally congealed into an expected assignment to

protect the Panama Canal!

During the second week of August the 443rd was inspected by a team from
Continental Army Command. Included were quarters, equipment and antiair-
craft firing at towed targets over Lake Michigan. The 443rd, with its
towed 37 mm. antiaircraft guns and their unwicldy central tracer control
systems, was rated 'Number One" in the nation and selected for a special,
top secret assignment -- which was not protecting the Panama Canal. And
on the morning of 31 August 1942 the first of two trains, loaded with men
and equipment, pulled out of Fort Sheridan on their way to Camp Pickett,

Virginia.

AP PICKETT, VIRGINIZ

During the week of its arrival at Camp Pickett the 443rd was equipped with

seventy-eight new, untested, experimental gun-tracks. Each was a half-track



([

with twin, water-cooled,.50 caliber guns mounted co-axially with an auto-~
matic 37mm gun on a revolving turret. And then as men cleaned cosmoline
from the guns and became familiar with their new equipment while having no
idea of where or when they would be using it, they began to develop a
sense of pride in what was obviously a new weapons system and in the 443rd
as a special unit. They didn't know that General Patton had requested this
multi-purpose weapon for antiaircraft and anti-tank defense during the
North African Invasion and Campaign. Only eighty of these experimental
weapons had been produced and all but two were issued to the 443rd - now
the 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP).

As training and conditioning continued, men practiced using the T-28-E1
telescopic sights and miniaturized central tracer control systems. The
weapon had not yet been field-tested so mo one knew what its performance
would be in combat. The telescopic aiming system was imtriguing. Sights
were controlled by a miniaturized central tracer control box through which
the horizontal and vertical estimated leads were transmitted. Gunners, by
aiming their telescopes at the target would presumably be firing with
proper lead. (This system proved to be quite useless in combat as the
telescopic sights became fogged easily, smoke from guns firing would ob-
scure the narrow field of telescopic vision, and the wisdom of having men
sitting unprotected, six feet above the ground, cranking estimated data

into a system that wasn't working became patently absurd). However, the

firing carriage in a manual operation was capable of traversing a full
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760° herizontally and from 90° vertically down to 159, Below this point the
37mm ammunition clip would eject against the lock frame, causing a jam, To
remedy this serious fault, 443rd mechanics and machinists proceeded to modify
the gun carriage to permit lowering the guns to -59 _ a must for the flat

trajectory weapons that often would not even be on level ground when firing.

A civilian radio was provided each T-28-E1 for receiving early warning of
approaching enemy aircraft. (The limited supply of Army radics, then available,
had to be allocated to the amphibious units accompanying the North African

invasion fleet).

The 443rd Battalion Commander had to develop a tentative Table of Organi-
zation and Equipment (T/0 & E) for the four line (gun) Batteries, since none
existed for the new unit. Fach of the four Batteries was organized into five
platoons, each platoon with four T-28-El gun-tracks. Battery D was assigned
two, towed, 40mm AA guns to supplement its eighteen T-Z8-El gun-track alle-

cation. The 443rd was organizing for action.

FORT FISHER, NORTH CAECLINA

On 15 September 1942, the 443rd moved in convoy through Blacksburg, Virginia

to Fort Fisher, North Carclina. It was headed for a week's practice firing of
the new weapons at both air and ground targets. The T-28-Els were lined up
shoulder to shoulder along Fort Fisher's Atlantic Coast Firing Range for firing
at gas filled balloons. Men also had experience firing at moving ground tar-

gets, simulating armored vehicles and tanks,

By 25 September the 443rd had returned to Camp Pickett where all gun-tracks
and 4% ton trucks (Jeeps) were waterproofed by Ordnance and tested for leaks in
a concrete bath. Battery Commanders and Platoon Leaders continued their frus-
trating tasks of trying to secure missing equipment parts and radios, before
leaving Camp Pickett for staging areas. Since the T-28-El was an entirely new
weapons system without an approved T/0 § E, such work was not easy. However,
on 28 September, all 443rd platoons were ordered to proceed to Forts Benning
and Bragg for attachment to the units with which they were to invade North
Africa. The Western Task Force, under command of General George S. Patton,

was assembling for Operation Torch - the invasion of North Africa.
FPORTE BENNING AND BRAGG

For three weeks the 443rd platoons, attached to the Znd Armored, the 3rd In-
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fantry and 9th Infantry Oivisions { 9th Armored Corps) engaged in obstacle
course training, instruction im vehicle and personnel transport ioading
and anti-tank combat assignments. Practice amphibious landings were held
on Solomon's Island in Chesapeake Bay. Advance personnel were sent 1o
Norfolk, Virginia to supervise combat leoading of sun-tracks and eguipment
and the platoons finally moved by train from Forts Benning and Bragy to

worfolk where they immediatslv boarded transports. Izrom 21 to 13 Octobes

huge armada
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the convoy and added to general apprehension about what kind of resis-
tance could be expected from the Vichy regime's French and Arab troops.
A final dinner of turkey with all the trimmings (not enjoyed by those
who were still seasick) was served on the night of 7 November. Later,
during the dark, moonless night, ships moved closer to shore and men
clambered down landing nets into landing craft heaving on the giant
swells left by the receding storm. H-Hour was 4 am on 8 November and
shortly after that time the invasion had begun. Just before the landings
President Roosevelt broadcast z message by short wave to the people of
France and North Africa, speaking in Frenéh: "Mes Amis', he said, '"We
come among you to repulse the cruel invaders --- have faith in our words --

help us where you are able --- Vive La France eternelle'.

Men of the 443rd, wearing their unit shoulder patches and American flag
armbands, experienced their first taste of combat; shore batteries shel-
ling the landing forces and being silenced by naval guns, fierce and
sporadic ground resistance, frequent strafing and bombing attacks by
enemy planes, attacks by French tanks, artillery and infantry -~ all
complicated by some 443rd gun-tracks being put ashore at unplanned points
as surf and high tides affected landings. Through it all, 443rd gunners
began taking their toll of enemy planes, one even downing an attacking
plane while firing from the landing craft on the way to shore. Many of
the gun-track crews went into action not only firing at enemy planes but
in anti-tank defense and in reinforcing the infantry units. Some suppor-
ted artillery fire and nearly all were constantly dealing with snipers,

taking prisoners and caring for dead or wounded comrades.

Fort Lyautey Operation

The Western Task Force comvoy, as it approached the Moroccan coast, had
been divided into three separate sub-task forces for the landings at three
different points. T/F "Goalpost'' under General Truscott headed for Port
Lyautey; T/F "Brushwood" under General Anderson steamed toward Fedala, 15
miles north of Casablanca; and T/F "Blackstone' under Ceneral Harmon went

for Safi, 120 miles south of Casablanca.

The landing at Port Lyautey, about 70 miles north of Casablanca, erupted
into the Western Task Force's heaviest fighting. Fierce French resistance
was obstacle encugh but the landing was complicated by inexperienced Navy

coxswains who, in the high surf and rocky beaches, landed many of their
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combat loads on the wrong beaches. Three days of tough fighting ensued

resulting in over 400 casualties,

The center of French resistance was the old Kasba Fort. The 3rd Infantry
Division was able to secure small beachheads but faced numerous and heavy
French armor, artillery and infantry attacks. With naval gunfire support
they were eventually able to capture the lighthouse which provided a ‘
vantage point from which to direct more accurate naval shelling. A new
weapon against tanks, the bazooka, was used in this fighting for the

first time and with good effect.

All air opposition was knocked down by AAA units ashore or on transports
and after early attacks were beaten off, Gruman fighters from a U.S. car-
rier ruled the air. It was Platoon D-1 that in this landing, shot down

a French attacking plane from the landing craft while enroute to shore.
Two 443rd gun-tracks and some men of Platoon D-3 were called in to rein-
force the 60th Regiment's 3rd Battalion as it hit serious resistance.

In addition, men of Platoon D-3 assisted in manning two 37 mm. anti-tank
guns. A Platoon D-1 gun-track moved with and protected General Truscott

as he reconnoitered a valley south of Port Lyautey,

Finally an attack by the 2nd Battaliom, 60th Regiment, supported by two
155 mm howitzers (SP} and naval dive bombers, forced surrender of the
French garrison in the Kasba Fort. Even though surf condidions had stea-
dily worsened and many landing craft were lost, reinforcements of tanks
and self-propelled cannon,as well as needed supplies,began to arrive on
the beach in sufficient quantities to enable the 3rd Division to begin
advancing to secure its other objectives. At the request of the French

Commander, Armistice arrangements were agreed upon on 11 November.

o e iy

Resistance at the fishing village of Fedala, 15 miles north of Casa-
blanca, was also strong. As the first attack wave landed just before
dawn, some troops were put ashore as much as two and three miles away
from their designated beaches. Some landed on rocks and in heavy surf.
Lives were saved by Kapok jackets after landing craft capsized or were
grounded in the surf, The beach was intermittently covered by French
coastal searchlights, artillery and machine gun fire as well as by air-

plane bombing and strafing.

A naval battle saw the mew French battleship, the "Jean Bart!, immobi-
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"It Was Only The Beginning"

(i.anding At Port Lyautey Above Casablanca, November 8, 1642 )
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zed and three other French ships sunk or burning while the remaining four
dragged themselves, crippled, into Casablanca harbor. At Fedala a plethora
of events occurred. German submarines sank four U.S. transports and dama-
ged two other ships. Two 443rd gun-tracks of Platoon A-2 were lost as the
Fedala area became known as '"torpedc junction', Ammumition trailers were
overturned in the surf and one gun-track of Platoon B-2 broke down at the
water's edge at low tide. Enpineers managed to retrieve it after the Armis-
tice on 11 November. However, crew members manned it continuously for
three days during both bombing and strafing attacks and were awarded Silver

Stars for the ordeal accomplished in wet clothing and C rations.

When heavy equipment and gun transport vehicles were not coming off the

ships rapidly enough, some 443rd gun-tracks functioned as prime movers and
towed artillery pieces into firing positions. Many of the 443rd's ammuni-
tion trailers were so heavily loaded that they were mired in sand and some

of the tracks threw their treads. Men waded into the surf to remove ammu-
nition from their stranded trailers.

Platoon B-3, attached to the 2nd Battalion, 30th Regiment, was landed in the
morning on a beach which was in enemy held territory 20 miles north of the
its designated landing point. The gun crews fired at strafing planes as their
tank lighters approached the beach, Upon landing B-3 went into antiaircraft
positions and almost at once were attacked hy enemy planes with one man kil-
led and two fatally wounded. The platoon alsc took fire from French armored
cars on the road to the rear of the beach. The platoon Leader, after dark,
went looking for help and when he returned the following morning with a few
reinforcements, ran into a fire fight, capturing 10 priscners but later being
captured himself. He found that his entire 31 men men had also been captured
and their gun-tracks immobilized. All were released after the armistice on

i1 November,

With such needed equipment as that of infantry cannon companies, light
artillery batteries and self-propelled 105 batteries, not coming off the
transports soon enough to give support to the infantry elements, the 3rd
Division located the Fedala harbor master and two pilots,who could bring
the transport "Arcturus' into the Fedala docks and unload a combat team of

the 2nd Armored Division.

Platoon B-2 Commander located his two trailers 6 miles up the beach in enemy
territory. They had been stripped of everything but the ammunition which,
because of heavy firing, some gun-tracks needed desperately. Two men were

left to guard the trailers until they could be towed back to the gun-tracks.
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but twe groups of nine and sixteen enemy bombers came OVET the beach. Thres
bembs bracketed the rrailers, covering the men with sand. One was dug out,
alive but the other was dead. 4437d guns at a distance had Fired at the
Lopbers and one was destroyed even though the planes were really too high
for effective fire.

Twe tracks of Platoon B-4 lost a man kiiled and one injured by bombs. Piate

Al s
JR =R RS

1.7 was also bombed and cryafed and shot down one of the low-flying

But Ly 10 November, fedala was under control and the 3rd Division was on it

4 subparice. Cought initially

atteries violently O

ut of

apd TUTTRInG

November

for maneuvers iust prior Lo bLeuay

roward Safi. Platoon C-5 novad with 2nd Armored Division's Combat Cos

to meet this threat. Naval air walted the French column about 40 miles we
5F 8afi. CCB was preparing to srtnck the Franch dug-in positions when it

crdered to march on (asablancsa, and withdrew.
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443rd Platoons A-5 and B-5 moved to defend the Safi airport which was being
used by Navy planes, Sniping continued and harassed the gun-track crews. One
of Platoon C-5's gun-tracks moved close to a suspected house and put 20
rounds of 37 mm shells into it. Twelve snipers surrendered. Platoons (-3
and C-5 then moved with CCB in a blackout march to Mazagan. The next mor-
ning, 10 November, gun-tracks of the two platoons shot down a low-flying
French plane. That afternoon, units were notified by the 47th Infantryﬂ
Regimental Commander that a truce had been declared. By the afternoon of

11 November an armistice had been declared along the entire Moroccan
front. During nearly four days and nights of action on a front extending
over one hundred and sixty miles and including three major beachheads, the
443rd AAA AW Bn (SP) had its baptism of fire. With the four divisions it
was supporting it had emerged with a record of heroic actions. It had

taken a toll of enemy planes, armored vehicles and enemy troops while

meeting many emergencies with timely ingenuity and improvisations.

CASABLANCA CCCUPATION AND DEFENSE

Following the armistice 443rd Platoons B-5, (-3 and (-5 moved with the

67th Armored Regiment to the Cork Forest of Marmora, near Rabat. There they
set up a perimeter defense of the 2nd Armored Division. After another three
weeks in Safi defensive positions, Platoons A-4 and A-5 were released from
Safi harbor and airport defense with the 9th Division's 47th Regiment, and
moved to join their parent Battery A, also in the Cork Forest, defending

the 2nd Armored Division.

445rd Battalion Headquarters and the four Battery Headquarters units arri-
ved in Morocco on the I + 10 convoy and for over four weeks the 443rd was
engaged in a number of missions. Headquarters was housed in an orphanage
three miles north of Casablanca where it set up a Gun Operations Board to
plot all intelligence on enemy air or sea movement and order antiaircraft
firing - both naval and land-based - in defense of Casablanca, its port
facilities and its airpert. The Battalion Executive Officer, Major Larson,
had been placed on temporary duty (TDY) with the Artillery Section, Western
Task Force Headquarters in Casablanca. There he set up and coordinated the
antiaircraft and naval defense of the Casablanca area including the Harbor

Entrance Control Post.

Battery B was attached to the 3rd Infantry Division for protection of the

bivouac and docks at Fedala. Battery D was attached to the Provisional Bri-
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gade, 9th Infantry Division, for the protection of similar facilities at
port Lyautey. Two platoons of Battery [ were sent iniand, one 1o defend a
vital bridge at Meknes and the other to protect the alrport and Fifth Army

Headgquarters at Oujda.

xot only had men of the 443rd matured as a combat unit but they discovered
2 new and different society in Nerth African Morocco. A French protectors
since 1912, the country was ruled by a Syltan under dirsction and advice ¢
the French Resident-General. The Sultan, who was also religious head of 1
Moroceans, headquartered in Rabat with his wives. Although French influsr
in homes and theaters was evident in Casablanca, the Arab influence was &
more prominent. HMost of the Arabs lived and dressed as they had for cen-

ruries. Men were entirely dominant - wives almost servants.

vy Arabs were extremely poor and stealing was a way of life for them -~

seqversd to thelr sorrow.  Storvies ahounded about a number o
LT ¢ir valuables -- including clothing. One

Ffind that his boots had opae

3

I, awoke ia the desert one morning t

Gff nis feet during the night. During the landings, the many ammu

r‘%

landed av points distant from their gun-tra
f evervthing except thelr ammunition, Begga

af the women kept the lower half of their fac

3

noted that various tribes vere identified by

on torehend, chesgk, o

soekly marker days were neld at aesert crossrozds where chickens, goats,
sheep, camels, fruits and vegetables exchanged hands. A battery of womer
souid also be seen at these cvents, sach sewing madly on 2 rreadle-type,
Singer Sewing Machine. One 145¢d member, whe spoke a littie Arablc, was

fathers or cap-

o
e
ey
ot
47
Bl
s}

watching an auction of yvoung girls, gither sold
rured by other tribes to be s01d into siavery. Stripped to the walst, Tl
sould submit to arm and teeth inspection by potential buvers. Before he

knew it the 443rd soldier had made a bid in Arabic and nad bought a girl

managed to get away from her in fasablanca's narrow streets -- leaving b
free.

what came to be called "Arab Express'’ buses were frequently seen barreli

along desert roads, loaded inside and on top with Arabs, luggage and
chicken Nue to the shortage of gasoline the buses were powered by gas

from charcoal stoves. The contrasts of wealth and poverty were seen in
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the Casbah (Arab quarter of towns).and the modern French section. The
latter had whitewashed homes with walls that surrounded cool courtyards
with beautiful shrubbery, flowers and mosaic tile fountains. The Casbah
had no real street but winding alleys where one could buy anything, amid
the smells of perfumes, donkeys, goats, sheep and camels as well as fish.

Here, too, beggars and prostitutes were plentiful.

ALGERIAN STOPGVER

On 23 December 1942 Battery A was detached from the 2nd Armored Division
and entrained on flat cars (for puns, vehicles and equipment} and loaded
personnel on "40 & 8" box cars for coaches, enroute to Algiers to pro-
tect that city’s airport. Enroute, orders came to turn over eight gun-
tracks to French forces at Valmy. Two officers and sixteen NCO's were
detached from Battery A to train the French in maintenance and operation
of the gun-tracks. With eight gun-tracks fewer, Battery A reorganized

intoe four platoons.,

Battery A officers and men celebrated Christmas eating "K" rations in a
little, out of the way, Arab train station. They arrived at Blida air-
port on 25 December in heavy rain which continued for six days. Life

in the mud was miserable even with the shelters the men built of wood

and canvas. Two platcons were then transferred to the Algiers docks, to
counter increasing German air attacks at night and two platoons were sta-
tioned in the mountains ringing Algiers, near Bouzarea, so their firing
against the night bombers might be more effective. After one night during
which several bombers were shot down, the Mayor of Bouzarea brought out

bottles of champagne for the 443rd men.

* * #* ¥*

TUNISIAN CARPAIGN

443rd PROVISIONAL BATTALION

When part of the 443rd was ordered to reassemble and move to Algeria the
men were ready to say ''good-bye' to Morocco and look forward to what lay
ahead. On 4 January 1943, travel orders from Western Task Force Head-
quarters directed the 443rd to constitute a Provisional Battalion under
command of Major Werner L. Larson and move without delay to Constantine,

Algeria. Some of the platoons that had been attached to the 3rd and 9th
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AFRICAN  KNIGHTS

sone are days of their pomp and splendor,
Gone are their harems and glamorous wives,
Camels they had are replaced now by donkeys -

A1l is now gone but the Arab survives.

Living with ruins of cities abour him -
Ruins so full of disease and decay,
Children and wife and a house full of cattle
ALl muke their home im a room built of clav.
Stiil they have wives,but no women of glamor

W T ta gy 3 2s e te Ry
o hide thelr oha veil,

tms with preverbial

neft and decelt are an art to the Asrab,

their previous pleasures

grief when they suffer or dis,

fhe Arass will be here long after we'rs gone.
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were often dealing with people whose culture had changed little £
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co, Flatoon A-d
was protecting the port of Safi. An elderly Arab, caretaker of a Moslem cem
tery near one of the platoon's gun-tracks, wandered over the hattlefield an
found a fragmentation granade - something he'd never seen before. Noting th
everything the Americans ate seemed to come from tin cans, he thought he ha
found something edible., He took it to his small, whitewashed, mosgue-like

building and proceeded to try to open it with his knife. OF course, when he
pulled the pin it exploded. Hearing the explosiun the platoon commander and
men ran to the site and found the old man stunned and with several, non-fat

1
H

shrapnel wounds, certain that the Americans had shot him. He went to the ho

PRy U R . . . S " - - e e
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Divisions were re-attached to the provisional Battalion and the unit was
assigned to control of the US II Corps at Tlemcen, Algeria, and then to
control of the British 1st Army at Orleansville.

Movement began at once with train #1 departing from Rabat and train #2 de-
parting from Fedala while a motor convoy formed up from Casablanca, Fedala
and Port Lyautey. Platoon A-1 was detached from Battery A and attached to the
9th Division's 39th Regiment, to provide protection for that unit's move from
Souk Ahres to Tebessa, Algeria. On 5 January the Provisional Battalion was de-
tached from the parent 443rd Battalion and came under the command of Major
Larson. It was on the way to a mission of pro%ecting a mobile armored divi-
sion against the mighty German Air Force in Tunisia., The parent 443rd Batta-
lion was expected to provide static antiaircraft defense in the Casablanca

and Algiers areas and it retained the commanders of Headquarters, A, C and D

Batteries,

The Provisional Battalion left Casablanca for Fedala at 7am on 5 January, It
carried a bird cage with four carrier pigeons, with instructions for their
release on Western Task Force missions. Battery B joined the convoy at Fedala
and Battery D at Rabat. The convoy moved through Fez to Tecurvit, releasing

two pigeons at each point. As the convoy pushed on over the Atlas Mountains,

it experienced the hot, blistering African sun, mirages on the road and nights
of bitter cold. In spite of the miles and miles of barren desert wastes of
shifting sand and rocks, interspersed with scraggly desert plants, every time
the convoy stopped for a break, Arab youngsters seemed to appear out of nowhere.
Running in their dirty gray garments with loosely hanging hoods, they would beg
for "caramel" and ''chocolat". Most of these kids were in the desert tending to
small herds of goats and sheep. In one village, a small boy ran, or was pushed,
under one of the convoy's 2% ton trucks and was killed - a sad but not infre-
quent occurrence in wartime. A French lieutenant and a French nurse, who had
hitched a ride with the convoy, helped to reconcile the incident. The 443rd

men also discovered that the inexpensive, Moroccan oranges and tangerines were
unusually sweet and juicy and, along with eggs that could be purchased from the

Arabs, were a great supplement to K and C rations.

On 10 January the convoy passed Algiers and began to observe strict blackout
security. By 11 January Major Larson had reported in to II Corps Headquarters
and to the 1st Armored Division in Constantine. Here the unit was placed under
control of the l1st Armored Division Artillery Commander,Colonel Marajst {Uncle
Bob). On the following day the two trains arrived with gun-tracks, ammunition

and baggage. Without delay, work began. Intensive training in aircraft
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recognition was begun and the Provisional Battalion "'stripped down" for
action, leaving non-essentials in "A" bag storage at the Division ware-
house in Constantine, a city named for Constantine the Great who once
ruled the Roman Empire which included North Africa. He built the city
on the site of a previous Roman Colony. On a flat mountain top it was
surrounded on three sides by steep, precipitous ravines and had a unique

beauty in its ancient architecture, gardens and fountains.

By 13 January Platoon A-1 was detached from the 39th Infantry Regiment
and attached to II Corps vear echelon seven miles east of Tebessa. The
443rd Provisional Battalion (minus 1 platoon) became a part of SBatin

sk Force which, spearheaded by the 1st Armored Division, was to move oOn

aggressive action to capture gither Gabes or Sfax on the
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culf of Tunis and cut the German Afrika Corps' lines of comnunication
along the Tunisian coast. Other units in the Satin Task Force were Iwo
rank destroyer battalions, a medical battalion, a regimental combat team,
and a field artillery batrtalion. Additiomal support was to be given by the
%11 Adr Support Command and the French Constantine Division. Prior to
D-Day the Germans were rushing reinforcements and supplies from Italy to
Tunizia by sea and by air, intending to keep the sastern Tunisian coastal

siain open so the German arsy in north Tunisia could link up with Rom-

i

mei's Afrika Corps, retreating before the onslaught of the British 8th
army. German opposition to Satin Task Force consisted of at least 170
ranks and more than 20,000 men. The enemy was west of Sration De Sened and
wis main force was in the vicinity of Maknassey. German air activity was
frequent and vigorous, and enemy air LTansperts were bringing in rein-

forcements at the rate of BOG per day.

puring the night of 17 January the Satin Task Force, protected by the
44%7d AAA AW En [SP} Provisional Battalionm, moved to the Tebessa-Kasse-
rine-Sbeitla assembly area, 35 miles east of Tebessa. The T/F was near

Bou Chebka, an area abounding in old Roman ruins., Meanwhile, seven under-
manned and poorly equipped French divisions to the north were trying to
fight German tanks and 88's with old rifles and a few anti-tank guns. Even
the native Goum (Moroccan) troops, who specialized in cutting off the left
ears of dead enemies as trophies, were unable to halt the German attacks.

And by 21 January, one day prior to the Satin Operation jump off, the

enemy had successfully penetrated the French front and disrupted it deep
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into the Pont-du- Fahs - Robaa Valley. A concentration of Allied forces
became impossible and the junction of General Rommel's Afrika Corps and
the Northern Tunisia German army under General Arnim became inevitable.

Allied Forces Headquarters immediately postponed the Satin Operation.

OUSSELTIA  VALLEY CFPERATION

Following postponement of Satin, General Eisenhower concurred with
General Alexander and his Combined Chiefs of Staff that the 1st Armored
Division would be employed to defend southern Tunisia and deter any
energetic offensive by General Rommell when his Afrika Corps arrived in

Tunisia as it fell back from British 8th Army attacks.

In order to extricate the surrounded French units the 1lst Armored Divi-
sion's Combat Command A (CCA) prepared to attack Fondouk on 23 January and
Combat Command B (CCB) under General Robinett was sent to the Ousseltia
Valley. The 1st Infantry Division's 26th Regimental Combat Team, protected
by 443rd Platoons D-1, D-3, D-4 and D-5, attacked the ridge before Qussel-
tia, gradually wiping out German and Italian pockets of resistance and
forcing the enemy to withdraw thus relieving pressure on the hard-pressed
French units. The 26th Regiment then drove through Ousseltia Pass taking
450 Italian prisoners. During the action Platoons D-1 and B-5 engaged
eight Messerschmitts (ME-109s) strafing from 1000 feet and destroyed two
planes. This drive brought the Allied forces to within 40 miles of the
major German headquarters and supply base 20 miles southeast of Kairouan.
Thus threatened, the Germans began to retaliate viciously, first by air

and then by land.

The German Air Force contrelled the Tunisian skies at this peoint and
usually attacked Allied positions around mealtimes. Stukas (JU87s)

had fixed landing gear and used their screaming sirens to frighten and
demoralize our troops as they dove strafing and bombing from out of the
sun. Often the ME-109s would tantalize the AAA gun crews by staying just
out of range of the gun-tracks but drawing their fire so that Stukas
coming out of the blazing sun could strafe énd bomb the tanks and infantry.
Major Larson immediately secured Navy variable polarized glasses for the
gunners, gun sergeants and platoon leaders. Success against Stukas in-
creased and the 443rd's T-28-Els became known to German pilots as the
"Hornets' Nest''. At other times, ME-109s would drop smoke bombs and the

Stukas would come out of the smoke, laying their ''eggs". Another tactic
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was for the Germans to send one or two planes in at very low altitudes,
where angular speed for tracking by the gun-tracks would be the greatest,
just to draw fire and determine the amount of antiaircraft defense. If they
didn't draw too much flak the main body of planes would appear and attack

in 10 to 20 minutes.

A sensing of the kind of combat experienced by men of the 443rd may be
gained from action reports from Platoon (-4.

"During the day we were constantly on alert for planes and we moved
in blackout at night, to new positions. Everyone was worn out but
we kept awake. I can still see those planes overhead. We fired and
fired. We were scared! There were raids every 20 minutes and we
thought the day would never end. They kept this up for days but did
little damage as we kept knocking them down. They began to Tespect
our guns and stayed out of range. But those 88 mm shells! The whole
crew was really afraid of them. No sooner did we move to new posi-
tions than the Germans would start shelling us and we leaped into

our foxholes, saying our prayers".

Typical of the many combat moves of the 443rd platoons was that during

the advance with the 26th Regimental Combat Team from Sbeitla to Ousseltia
during night-time hours in January 1943, The grueling, cold, blackout
move over steep, tortuous mountain passes often required the gun-tracks to
back up in order to negotiate the many hairpin turns. Most unsettling was
the sight of native French Army troops,with night campfires blazing away,
blatantly signalling their whereabouts to the enemy. Americans, care-
fully schooledin the art of concealment and camouflage, could only gasp
and curse at such action. But as time went by, they too developed a '"what

the hell' attitude but never to the extent of their French allies.

With the drive through Ousseltia Pass by the 26th Regimental Combat Team,
Platoon D-1 was ordered to protect the mouth of the pass from German at-
tempts to close it and trap the 26th. Steep cliffs at the entrance to the
pass made the task almost impossible but the gun-tracks were soon in the
best available positions - three in the hills at the entrance to the pass
and one on the plain at the entrance itself. The 443rd men didn't have

long to wait. In a morning attack, six ME-109s roared in to attack and
while the planes were still out of range the anxicus AAA gunners began fir-
ing even before they were spotted by the enemy. The ME-109s then broke in-
to pairs and sprayed the gun-tracks unmercifully from several different

directions. Terrain and position allowed the gun tracks,in the hills,limi-
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ted fields of fire and they were unable to give protective fire to the
single gun-track on the plain,at the entrance to the pass. A second attack
failed when heavy AA fire caused hombs to be dropped wide of thelr marks.
4437d men learmed a costly lesson that camouflage was important and that
antisircraft fire should not begin until either the gun-track positions
were seen by the enemy or the planes were well within range of the weapons.
While such tactics had been stressed in training, real and sharp learning
seemed to come best in combat action. Platoon D-1 shot down two of the
attacking ME-109s,at the cost of one man killed and seven wounded. Two gun-
rracks were put out of action. They were later retrieved and repaired. But

the Ousseltia Pass and valley remained open and in Allied hands.

£,
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ETATTON DE BENFD/MAKNASEEY  OPERATIOA

©1 Guettar and Station De Sened were not permanently garrisoned by the

enemy but were hases from which small patvols operated. Station De Sened

¥

was manned mostl, by Italian troops with several armored cars, a battery of

-

ity

jeld arrillery and some tank destroyer guns. On 23 January 1st Armored
Iivision's CCC under General Stack, in a two day raid from Gafsa toward
sened, made enemy contact and captured several trucks and 150 prisoners.
Hardiy had it returned from the raid when CCC was ordered to leave from
Gafsa and attack Maknassey by way of Sidi Bou Sid. On 531 January CCC was
movine northeast on the Sidi Bou S$id  road with orders to hit the flank of
sniemy forces moving from Maknassey toward 3idi Bou 5id when orders came
from the lst British Army to attack and seize Maknassey to the southeast.
CCC then changed its direction of attack and had seized the north end of
Maissila Pass,on the way to Maknassey,when new orders came for it to

move north through Sidi Bou Sid to Sheitla. While still envoute to Sheitla,
C0C was diverted to Hadjeb Bl Aioun, arriving there on 2 February to act
as Division Heserve.

These examples of the frequent redispesition of Allied forces and the
iong, arducus and dangerous marches caused thereby suggest that such
tactical activity disrupted coordination and communication and had a great

deal of influence on the final outcome of operations in the area.

These kinds of tactical operations and movements made 443rd Provisional
Commander Larson acutely aware that his total of two batteries, with eight
antiaircraft platoons of four gun-tracks each (when none were disabled)
was insufficient to protect the Ist Armored Division's units against in-

creasingly heavy German air attacks. On 31 January Major Larson advised
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General Ward, Commander of the Ist Armored Division, of the situation and
pointed out that over half of the Battalion was still in French Morocco

and Algeria doing nothing but static air defense. General Ward took imme-
diate action and within a week the remainder of the 443rd was enroute to the

Tunisian front.

About the same time the lst Armored Division's Combat Command D (CCoy,
under Colonel Maraist, Commander of the 1st Armored Division Artillery,
moved the night of 30/31 January on the Gafsa-Maknassey road with a mis-
sion of aggressive action to seize a ridge three miles east of Station De
Sened, bypassing the town with its main force. CCD was then to attack
Maknassey in coordination with CCC, coming from the northwest. However,
CCC, when on the approaches to Maknassey, had been rerouted morth to
Hadjeb El1 Aioun. 1In the meantime, eighteen truckloads of eneny infantry
had arrived to reinforce Sened positions. In spite of lack of expected
support from CCC, Colonel Maraist's CCD pushed on inte Station De Sened.
In late afternocon, as the fighting raged, a German in an American uniform
came in a jeep, from behind the American lines, shouting, " It is an order-
pull back! The Germans are putting on a big offensive"! The road to the
redr was soon boiling with vehicles retreating westward in the gathering
dusk. But Colonel Maraist, seeing his treops falling back, seized a
achine gun and ordered his units to return to the attack or he would
start shooting! His action saved the day and American troops were soon
again engaging the enemy. Against heavy resistance from the German and
Italian defenders, CCD finally secured Station De Semed after first cap-
turing it then losing it, and then pushed eastward nearly six miles. At.
that point, CCD was ordered to return to Bou Chebka and then to Sbeitla,

where it was dissolved on Lorps order,

Just prior to the above operations, the lst Armored Division's Combat
Command A, under General HMeQuillan, moved the night of 25/26 January

from Sbeitla to Sidi Bou Sid just southwest of Faid and Faid Pass. The
narrew Fald Pass led between Djcbel Si Kralif and Diebel Bou Dzey. The
termans had attacked and captured the Pass, village and surrounding hills
from the French. On 31 Januar vy CCA launched & counterattack toward Faid,

it was unsuccessful due to the strong, camouflaged and well-entrenched

)]

enemy positions. It failed te telieve the encircled French at Faid Pass

,.1

Long range, accurate artillery fire was intemse. Without reserve

i

Gr

reinforcements, CCA was foreed ve withdraw into defensive positions based
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upon two, key terrain features -- Djebel Lessouda northwest of Faid and
Djebel Ksaira south of the pass. General Ward (Ist Armored) on 11 Feb-
Tuary was assigned responsibility for the Faid defense but had only CCA
at his disposal. And CCA's disposition was specifically designated by

II Corps -- an arrangement that created serious potential for delay and
restraining effect upon General Ward's freedom of command in dealing with

developments.

During these Combat Command operations, the 1lst British Army on the north
Allied flank and the French XIX Corps in the center, had operational con-
trol of lst Armored Division units except CCA. American forces were on the
south or desert flank of Allied limes. 443rd units moved constantly with
the Combat Commands and forward command posts, to provide air and ground

protection, and were heavily angaged. For example:

. On 1 February Platoon B-1(with CCD}shot down seven seven Stukas.
Rates of fire were so intense that their machine guns warped and
37 mm guns jammed, putting three of four gun-tracks out of action.
Whereupon Platoon D-4 was relieved from the 1st Armored Division's

Command Post and it replaced Platoon B-1.

. On 2 February, Platoon D-2 (with the 168th Infantry Regiment of
CCD) destroyed five Stukas and a Messerschmitt.

. On 27 January, Platoon B-3 (with CCA} shot down one of two Stukas

bombing the Command Post.

Throughout the desert campaigns 443rd men endured many evening sandstorms
when the fine sand and grit sifted into eyes, nose, food and clothing, and
sand clouds were churned up during all vehicle movements. Gun crews had
to constantly clean and grease the 37 mm guns, the .50 cal. machine guns
and small arms. Parachute silk was cut and used as neckscarves to try to
keep the sand out of clothing. Water was at a premium and baths were az
forgotten luxury except for those rare occasions when old Roman baths
were discovered, such as those at Constantine and Gafsa. Otherwise, the
Corps of Engineers' water points strove valiantly to provide units with
modest amounts of chlorinated water. Roman ruins usually had traces of
old aquaducts which centuries earlier had carried water but which were

no longer functioning. And even in the desert, the rocks, hills and moun-
tains carried their own hazards. A number of accidents occurred during

the night moves in blackout along roads with precipitous cliffs and hair-
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pin turns--such as the Platoon B-1 gun-track that overturned in the moun-

tains south of Maktar, killing two crew members.

ANTI - PERSCHNEL WEAFONS

During Tunisian operations a number of new German anti-personnsl weapons
made their appearance. Fast of Gafsa, planes dropped metal spears made
from 3/16" metal rods, sharp-pointed at one end,with fluting at the other

to stabilize them in falling to penetrate helmets, equipment, tents and

almost, whatever they struck. Molotov Bread Baskets were alsc dropped hy
enemy planes, Fach contained 36 yellow "butterflies' that, upon hitting the
ground, would slowly open their wings before exploding. The S-mine was
widely usad by ground troops. Buried im the sand with only thres small
roongs showing, it was activated when z man stepped on the hard-to-see
prongs, It would theon fire a cannister several feet into the air and the
cannister would then explode, sending lethal steel balls in all directions.
After many vehizles had run over land mines {Teller mines) causing death
and injury, it became standard procedure to carry bags of sand on the
floorhoards, especially of jeeps. And to avoid giveaway sunlight reflec-
tion From jecp windshields, they were latched down to the hood of the

ngine and enclosed in a canvas cover., With the driver and passenger thus

]

exposed to sand, wind and weather, the fermans began to string piano wire
acToss the roads, especially in mountain passes, and at throat level, As
4 countermeasure, a4 Five foot high angle iron was walded to the front of
svery jeep. A notched top would serve to catch and break the pilano wire,
Ihis measure was entively successful except in those few instances when

an explosive charge was attached to the wire.

TEPMAN BRELKTHRCUGH AT FAID

General Anderson, 1st British Army Commander, in non-compliance with an
order from General Eisenhower, did not bring the 1st Armored Division into .
a central location, from which it could operate against the enemy,under a
single command, Meanwhile, General Erwin Rommel's Afrika Corps was pourin
into Tunisia with General Montgomery's British Eighth Army, flushed with

victory, hard on its heels. Rommel needed more operational room in order
to join General Von Arnim's Northern Tunisia Army. Consequently, the Ger-
mans kept punching at the many weak points in the Allied front, trying to
hide their intentions and keeping the entire II Corps off balance. By 13

February, American and French forces were thinly spread out in small,
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separate units that could not possibly provide each other with mutual sup-

port.

On Sunday, 14 February, CCA was entrenched between the two key terrain
features, Djebel Lessouda and Djebel Ksaira. 443rd Commander Larson and
Division Artillery Commander Maraist and two others were having their
second cup of coffee at 443rd Headquarters in Sbeitla when over the com-
mand radio came the voice of CCA Commander McQuillen saying that the Ger-
mans had broken out of Faid Pass and that his units and command post were
being surrounded. His transmission ended suddenly. Colonel Maraist left
at once for his Artillery Command Center ananajor Larson left by jeep
for Sidi Bou Sid.

At 6:30 am on 14th February 1943 the enemy had begun shelling the Djebel
Lessouda positions and had followed up with a tank attack. Within two
hours about 40 Mark III and IV tanks along with towed, high velocity 75 rm
anti-tank guns, supported by artillery and infantry, were by-passing Djebel
Lessouda on the north, Half of this force proceeded toward Sbeitla. The
remainder, joined by 20 other tanks, including some Mark VI heavy tanks
coming through Faid Pass, engaged CCA forces that were counterattacking
the advance near Lessouda Oasis. The CCA armor was outnumbered two to

one by mostly heavier tanks. Waves of heavy enemy bombers began attacking
Sidi Bou Sid and and Djebel Ksaira. CCA began smoking the area to provide
some concealment to its outnumbered forces. Continucus air attacks con-
tinued across the front all day and the Luftwaffe dominated the skies
against US XII Air Support Command planes flying from Thelepte Airfields

almost 45 miles away.

By mid-morning enemy tanks and infantry began moving on Sidi Bou Sid from
north of Djebel Ksaira,and a large number of tanks emerged from Maizilla
Pass, south of Djebel Ksaira. 1In spite of valiant counterattacks by CCA
units, heavy casualties were being sustained in both men and equipment.
(By 1 pm the 3rd Battalion of the 1st Armored Regiment had suffered casu-
alties of almost 50%). The Allied effort was soon turned into delaying
tactics. German tanks and infantry columns were surrounding CCA positions
from the north and from the south and were threatening to close a giant
pincers movement nearly 10 miles west of Sidi Bou Sid and just short of
Kern's Crossroad. 1In late afternoon CCA was ordered to withdraw through

Kern's Crossroad (nearly 10 miles west of Djebel Lessouda) and to select

rallying points in the direction of Sheitla. During the day the 3rd Bat-
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talion 168th Armored Regiment, continued to maintain a strong defense while
practically surrounded on the Djebel Ksaira and Garet Hadid positionms. Nei-

ther of these positions was overrun.

puring the hectic fighting 443rd units were highly effective. Summaries of
some actions follow:

platvon B-3, supporting the 91st Armored Field Artillery Battalion, covered
the battalion withdrawal. Two gun-tracks, protecting anti-tank guns, moved
north toward Djebel Lessouda and were never seen again. Another gun-track
took an armor piercing shell in its gas tank and blew up, killing four crew-
men. At least one Stuka was shot down in the action even though enemy

tank fire was heavy and vehicles of all types were burning in the column
ahead of and to the rear of the gun tracks.

Platoon D-3, Protecting CCA Command Post east of Sidi Bou Sid, discoverad

in mid-morning on 14 February that CCA had withdrawn without notifying the
4437d unit. Consequently, Platoon D-3 commanded by Lt. Cramer, began moving
southwestward on a small trail. The entire platoon was captured in the en-
circling German armor movement and spent the remainder of the war in German
P.O.W. camps.

Platoon A-1 was protecting the 17th Field Artillery Regiment and supporting
the 168th Regiment on the southern slopes of Djebel Ksaira. The Znd Batta-
lion of the 17th was ordered to withdraw to the west, by leap-frogging its
batteries, but it was intercepted and wrecked by enemy dive bombers. Platoon
A-1 was then moved to Sidi Bou S$id where it shot down two enemy planes. With
an increasingly confused situation, conflicting orders being received and
continuing enemy shelling, strafing and bombing, Platoon A-1 and Platoon B-4
1ost contact with the 17th Field Artillery and decided to move cross-country
to Sheitla under enemy tank fire. A-1's ammunition truck and a gun-track
were blown up before the platoon column reached CCA's command post on the
Sheitla-Faid road. Twenty-two men were missing although most of them fil-
tered into the 443rd Battalion Headquarters at Sbeitla within 24 hours,
Platoon B-4 was with CCA's supply train three miles south of Sidi Bou Sid
and on 14 February was under constant air attack as well as receiving much
tank fire. B-4 had two gun-tracks blown up before withdrawing toward
Sheitia. The platoon shot down three enemy planes and nineteen of its men,

missing in action, escaped and rejoined the Battalion.

On 14 February American losses were 40 tanks, 15 self-propelled mounts, 7
armored personnel carriers, and many other vehicles. At least 71 men were cap-

tured. And for many days following.the fighting, long lines of towed, 37mm
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anti-tank guns could be seen moving to the Allied rear. They had been

proven guite useless in action against the heavily armored German tanks and

vehicles.

STABILIZING THE BREAKTHROUGH AND WITHDRAWAL

The German breakthrough had the sobering effect of all harsh lessons learned
in combat. Reconnaisance on a far wider front might have warned of the

enemy attack sooner; too many layers of command and lack of adequate commu-
nication probably slowed command response to a developing situation; coor-
dination among Allied forces needed strengthening; and antiaircraft fire
needed to be held until enemy planes were well within range. But the Allies,
with their available resources, took rapid action to try to rescue trapped

units and to stabilize the action.

On 15th February, 1T Corps assigned the 1lst Armored Division the extraor-
dinary mission of trying to free the Znd Battalion, 168th Regiment, trapped
on Djebel Lessouda and the 3rd Battalion of the 168th still holding out on
Djebel Ksaira and Garet Hadid. The Division ordered CCC under Col Stack

to accomplish the mission with standby support from CCA, holding positions
on Djebel Hamra. CCC moved toward Sidi Bou Sid, making slow progress against
heavy artillery and tank fire and attacks. In addition it was subjected to
numerous, intense air raids. During the action, Platoon B-2, protecting CCC
Command Post, shot down seven enemy planes and badly damaged five others.
But as enemy tanks pressed in from both sides, CCC's armored infantry was
unable to vesist and so failed to relieve enemy pressure on the forces sur-
rounded on Djebels Lessouda and Ksaira. Patrols were unable to maintain
contact between {CC's battalions because so much of the area was securely
in enemy hands and was strongly patrolled. Finally, at 6pm on 15 February,
CCC was ordered te withdraw to Djebel Hamra. The 168th Regiment was orde-
red to attempt to fight its way out but only scattered remmants reached

the American lines. And the Commanding General, 1st British Army, direc-
ted that forces holding high ground west of Faid be withdrawn and the Pass

at Kasserine be organized for defense.

After repeated requests, General Robinett's CCB was released by the British
1st Army to the US II Corps. It moved to the vicinity of Sheitla toc rein-
force CCA andCCC which were both hard-pressed after two days of furious
fighting. The 68th Armored Field Artillery and the 1st Armored Regiment

moved to the 5idi Bou Sid area to receive, cover and send to the rear, any

moen at the 1AR+b Tnfoantrv whn weara ohia +a hranlk thenitah From NHaehed
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Lessouda under cover of darkness. About 200 of these men worked their
way down Lessouda, while under constant attack. A few escaped but most,
including regimental commander Col. Drake, were captured. All day omn

16 February, stragglers drifted into the 443rd Provisional Headquarters
at Sbeitla. Included were the following who had been listed as missing
in action: 22 from Platoon A-1, 4 from Platoon B-3, and 5 from Platoon

B-4.

It appears likely that as many as 130 enemy tanks were engaged in the
fighting. The 1st Armored Division lost 86 medium tanks in attempting

to relieve the trapped infantry on the two mountains while enemy losses
were 23 tanks. During the morning of 16 February, German tank patrols

began pushing west toward Kern's Crossroad and Sbeitla. These patrols
continued to build in strength in spite of harassing artillery fire from
the withdrawing defenders. On orders from II Corps to hold Sbeitla at all
costs until 11 am on 17 February, the 1st Armored Division's General Ward
threw a protective defense around Sbeitla which included all antiaircraft
and artillery as anti-tank defenses. CCB moved south and southwest and
CCA moved east and northeast of Sbeitla to block any enemy approach. During
hours of darkness, units were to begin moving west to new defense positions
just east of Kasserine. But by 2:50 pm on 16 February enemy pressure be-
gan increasing as planes began flying overhead to distract attention from
more tanks moving swiftly into the action. The new arrivals included the
famed, heavy "Tiger Tanks', (Mark VI}, and by evening they were in the vici-
nity of Kern's Crossroad. There seems little doubt that General Rommell
sensed the possibility of a deep breakthrough to seize Kasserine and even

Bone on the coast.

U.S. armored artillery continued to hold positions and fire on the advan-
cing enemy until forced to withdraw in leap-frogging action, often through
encircling forces. By 7:45 pm, CCC was attached to CCA and occupied de-
fensive positions east and west of Sbeitla. Shortly after dark the Germans
attacked Sheitla but withdrew after three of their tanks were destroyed.
Later in the night American troops blew up the ammumnition dump and the
railroad bridge at Sbeitla. Again, at 9am on 17 February, the Germans
attacked Sbeitla in force but were held east of the town until 3 pm. This
strong holding action enabled a more orderly but still confused withdrawal
to be made under frequent bombing and strafing attacks. The 1st Armored had

held Sbeitla well past the 11 am time ordered.
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Fighting a strong rearguard action against renewed enemy armored and in-
fantry attacks, 1st Armored Division units began moving toward Kasserine.
Enemy capture of Feriana, to the south, forced the Division to funnel
through the narrow Kasserine Pass toward Tebessa, Remnants of the 443pd
AAA Provisional Battalion Headquarters also moved to two miles west of the
Pass. During the Division defense of Sbeitla, Platoon B-2 destroyed four
more enemy planes, B-1 shot down another and B-4 destroyed three more,
During 14,15 February, the 1st Armored Division was without command con-
trol of its troops and was forced to operate with a single combat command
at a time,with only one battalion of tanks in contact with the enemy. It
was never in a position to concentrate its force against the enemy. But
when it was finally assembled as a unit, the Division functioned admirably

and without appreciable loss in its fighting withdrawal from Sheitla.

Losses of men and of gun-tracks during these battles had left an already
under-equipped 443rd with even less fire power. Consequently, the Pro-
visional Battalion Commander, Major Larson, began to search toward Tebessa
for Lt., Col. Smith, 443rd Battalion Commander and his convoy, coming from
Morocco, He founﬁ oﬁly wagon loads of fleeing French and Arab refugees
with others on donkeys and on foot, moving toward Feriana {already cap-
tured by the Germans) and Gafsa, trying to escape the German and Italian
advance, After his unsuccessful search, Major Larson returned to Sheitla
‘Seaking to find any straggling gun-tracks as well as the Maintenance Sec-

tion and other vehicles that were missing. Upon his return to Kasserine

at 10 pm on 17 February, he met General Ward who asked him to unload all

443rd trucks and use them to hely move as much ammunition and gasoling

as possible from Kasserine before midnight. This was done and the remaining

supplies were blown up shortly thereafter. At the same time, CCB had been

i o

ordered to bleck the Thelepte-Kasserine road against attack from Feriana

where a large German tank concentration was reported,

At 3 am on 18 February Lt. Col. Smith arrived in Tebessa with the 44%¢d
AMC AW Bn (SP), having been relieved from the Gun Uperation Room Infor-
mation Center in Casablanca on 3 February. By rail and in convoy the re-
maining, scattered elements of the 443rd had come from Casablanca, Rabat,
Meknes, Port Lyautey and Algiers to rendevous with the Provisional Bat-
talion in bivouac six miles southeast of Tebessa near Bekkaria. Lt. Col.
Smith reorganized the Battalion into Batteries of four platoons with four

gun-tracks each, except for Battery D which had four, towed, 40 mm guns

per olatoon. Thic artinn wac +m mnme odeh wlo Taoo .r o3+
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and trailers during the action from Faid Pass to Kasserine. All platoons
were immediately sent into action protecting the 1st Armored Division.
Units of batteries B and D which had been engaged in fierce battles saw
morale of the men drop as a result of this assignment. They had hoped for
a period for rest and recuperation but the tactical situation did not per-
mit such luxury. Morale of many in the newly arrived 443rd units suffered
too, as they were told horror stories by those who had come through all the

bitter Tunisian fighting.

It was evident that the Afrika Corps had thrown the bulk of its armor, in
North Africa, into the fighting in a supreme effort to knock out the green
American forces in Southern Tunisia,in order to be able to turn and suc-
cessfully combat the British Eighth Army on the Mareth Line. Immediate
availability of Allied replacements and reserves prevented complete enemy
success. German forces had gained complete control of the Gafsa-Feriana-
Kasserine-Sbiba-Pichon area and defeated in detail all II Corps elements
opposing them. Capturing Sbeitla enabled the enemy to exploit their drive
toward Sbiba from Sheitla and Feriana through the Kasserine Pass. The

Kasserine Valley Battle began in earnest.

BATTLE OF KASSERINE VALLEY

On 18 February enemy infantry, supported by artillery and tanks, attacked
the defenses of the Kasserine Pass, with the objective of pushing through
to capture Constantine and Bone. Stout defense of the Pass by the 26th
Regiment, backed by engineer forces, finally gave way and German forces
moved through and in the direction of the mountain fortress of Thala,
threatening the right flank of the British 1st Army. The 1st Armored
Division then took up defensive positions east of Tebessa,determined to
prevent the enemy from reaching the American supply center in the town.
Several days of rain made movement difficult and only full-tracked vehicles
were able to operate cross country. On 20 February the Afrika Corps with
20 tanks and 10 truckloads of armored infantry attacked CCB defenses along
the Kasserine-Tebessa road. CCB responded with tank and artillery fire.
443rd Battery A, with CCB, fought off a number of strafing and bombing
attacks, destroying three planes and probably destroying two others, bring-
ing praises from the commander of the armored field artillery. Temporarily
rebuffed, the enemy forces regrouped during the night and on 21 February
began an advance in two columns. One reached to four miles south of Thala

during the afterncon and the other moved west but subsequently withdrew.
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A night attempt by the ensmy to take Djebel Hamra Pass failed and a heavy,
morning rainstorm slowed a subsequent infantry attack. Wearing French and
smerican uniforms, leading enemy elements then attacked with initial suc-
cess., Concentrated, heavy U.5, artillery fire prevented enamy armor and ar-
tillery from advancing close enough to provide adequate support to their
advancing troops. The German attack was disrupted and CCB immediately
launched a counterattack, About 3 pm American infantry reached the enemy
nositions and the Germans broke and ran. Many were captured in their
rumuitous Flight., Scores of vehicles were abandoned and by daybreak on

27 February the American victory was complete, Rommel decided to call off

the attacks and pull back.

‘¢ish defense of Thala was a successful delaying action

deanwhile the 2
aided by Five

mants were rushad From Sbiba and the American 9th Tnfantry Division, by

of an American unit. British reinforce-

tank-destroyer gu
marching continuously for four days and nights on the final stage of their
march from Casablanca, Morocco to Tunisia, arrived in +he Thala area by

daylight of 22 February., Enemy pressure then began to ease off,

After four days of desultory firing and patrolling action on all fronts,
strong enemy counterattacks failed to materialize., From 23 to 25 February
she Oermans and Italians withdrew from the Kasserine Pass leaving many mines
1nd hooby traps behind. Damage upon the enemy had not been severe enough

5 cause such a withdrawal although strengthening Allied Fforces may have
raised s threat which was takem seriously. More than likely the engmy
withdrawal to the Faid/Cafsa area was due to an estimate that sufficient
Jamage had been inflicted upon the Allies in southern Tunisia to prevent
them from materially affecting the coming defense of the Mareth Line against
the steadily approaching British Eighth Army. American losses had besan
severs: over 7,000 had been taken prisoner; over 200 tanks, 50 guns, 20
anti-tank guns, 38 self-propelled mounts, nearly 300 trucks and large
amounts of ammunition, equipment, clothing and supplies were lost. The

ist Armored Division, alons, lost over 1,000 men killed, wounded and missing

in action,
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American forces began preparing and organizing for a final affort to drive
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enemy forces out of North Africa. Lt. Col. John Smith was relieved from
command and Major Wernmer L. Larson was appointed the new Commander of the
443rd AAA AW Bn (SP) on 3 March 1943. Two days later, Major General Fre-

dendall, II Corps Commander, was replaced by Major General George S. Patton.

In compliance with 18th Army Group orders, II Corps had completed its plan-
ning for the coming operation and General Patton had only to see that they
were properly implemented. As a consequence he spent considerable time in
building up the morale and confidence of his troops. He ordered the eli- ;{
mination of sloppy appearance of both officers and enlisted men and required W’
shiny helmets and colored neckerchiefs, representing the wearer's branch of
service, worn around the neck and inside khaki shirt collars. Snappy salu-

ting was demanded.

Shortly after General Patton took command of II Corps, he indicated to Lt,
Col. Larson his pleasure at the 443rd‘'s record of destroying enemy planes
with his brain-child - the T-28-E1. He asked if the 443rd had any needs and
Larson responded that he wanted to replace the telescopic, central tracer
control firing system with forward area (open) sights. Said Patton, "Hell

yes! Make any changes you want as long as you keep knocking down planes'.

Temperature and humidity changes fogged up the telescopic sights and their
narrow field of vision made it impossible to focus upon and track a plane
during the jarring vibration and smoke of firing. Gun crews had found the
sights useless and many had been discarded during the African invasion.While
in Casablanca, Lt. Col. Larson and T/Sgt. Joseph Zupancic, of battalion main-
tenance, had discussed an open sight and a diagram was sketched by Zupancic.
However there were no suitable materials in the Casablanca. Later, shortly
after the Battle of Kasserine Valley, Sgt. Zupancic and one of his men, Alex
Snyder, came upon a dump of cast-off German and U.S. equipment, near Tebessa.
They salvaged needed materials for building open sights. With a design for
the new sights approved by Col. Larson, machinists under Zupancic went to
work. Improvising jigs, they made 160 new, open sights in six days, including
intricate welding by Sgt. Zupancic. In the ensuing eight days, four teams of
two men each installed new sights on all 443rd guntracks scattered over the

far-flung battlefield - just in time for the Southern Tunisia Campaipn.

SOUTEERN TUNISIA CAMPAIGN - PHASE 1
For the final phase of the Tunisian Campaign, II Corps passed from the com-
mand of the British 1st Army to command of the 18th Army Group of General
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Alexander. II Corps was then composed of the 1st, 9th and 34th Infantry
divisions, the 1st Armored Division, the 13th Field Artiliery Brigade rein-
forced by the 5th Armored Field Artillery Group, a British recomnaissance
unit of two squadrons, the 1st Tank Destroyer Group (7 battalions), Corps
Antiaircraft with 4 automatic weapons battalions, one 90 mm battalion,
separate batteries and Corps service and supporting troops (XIT Air Sup-

port Command and mobile French forces operating from the Negrine area).

Prior to the beginning of this campaign the 443rd received a letter from
General Ward, 1st Armored Division Commander,complimenting and thanking
the 443rd for its effective and efficient support during the preceding

two months of severe fighting.

On 13 March, Colonel Benson, Chief of Staff of the 1st Armored Division,
was given command of zl1 troops in the Sheitla vicinity., Immchilized for
4 week by rains, the Benson Force finally moved southsast zbout 25 miles
while cenducting vigorous reconnaissance. In spite of continuing heavy
rains the night of 15/16 March, the 1st Armored Division combat commands
moved out of kasserine to Djebel Souina, 20 miles northeast of Gafsa. On
16 March, CCA found Station Zanmnouch evacuated. Rains continued but the
Germans became nervous over the rapid American comeback and began moun-
ting heavy air attacks. On 16 March Platoon A-1 destroyed three German
planes. Two hundred twenty five Italisn soldiers tried to surrender but
were pinned down by German fire and were umable to reach American lines.
As prisoners began to be taken, they testified to the concentrations and
accuracy of American artillery firve. Col. Maraist, commanding lst Armored
Division Artillery, had an unprecedented amount of fire at his command

in five field artillery battalions. The vains Ffinally ceased, giving way
to hot days and cool nights. Men listening to command radios would hear
Axis Sally playing favorite American songs while telling the American sol-
diers about their unfaithful wives or how their girl friends were stepping

out on them.

Finally the 1st Armored Division attacked but due to the continuing enemy
buildup, east of Maknassey, was able to gain only a temporary foothold in
the pass with both sides suffering considerable losses, Farther south,

the 1st Infantry Division captured Gafsa on 17 March and the following
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day pushed to secure the hills six miles east of El Guettar. The Division
captured over 700 Italians of the vaunted Bersagliere Regiment and the
Centauro Division. On 23/24 March enemy counterattacks, by 10th Panzer Divi-
sion tanks, were thrown back with heavy losses inflicted upon the Germans.
Over 600 prisoners were taken and only nine survivers of one company were
seen to escape. American artillery air bursts {(using time, or posit fuses)
wreaked havoc upon enemy ground troops. During these actions, night-time was
punctuated by the throbbing engines of the JjU-87s (Stukas), the crunch of
bombs, parachute flare clusters and radar-controlled salvos of heavy anti-
aircraft fire. And when General Ryder's 34th Infantry Division advanced on
Fondouk with little opposition, in a diversionary attack, it was the first

time that all four divisions of II Corps were engage& simultaneously.

General Eddy's 9th Infantry Division had already attacked El Guettar but

the enemy's well-entrenched and coordinated defenses, some blasted out of
solid rock and in formidable terrain, could not.be penetrated. At this point,
German determination to keep the II Corps from driving to the Gulf of Tunis

at Gabes was succeeding. If it had failed, the entire Afrika Corps would

have been trapped between II Corps and the British 8th Army, advancing

from the south and east. There appeared to be no way that the Benson Armored
Force could break through to Gabes. The Fondouk diversion had not worked

and the Maknassey operation was stopped. The Germans had stepped up their air
attacks and sent the 21st Panzer Division to El1 Guettar, to counter any Allied
breakthrough. In addition, roving enemy patrols were disrupting night-time
movement of supplies to advanced Allied positions. Meantime, General Patton
was "'chomping at the bit" for the 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions to move for-
ward faster and enable the Benson Armored Force to break out on the Gafsa-Gabes
road. During this difficult fighting the 443rd continued to provide superb,
combat suppert for the divisions. On 31 March, three Ju-87s were shot down,

the two man crew of one being captured and taken for interrogation.

The well-loved war correspondent Ernie Pyle, in "Here Is Your War', page 193,
wrote the following about a Platoon D-3 gun track and its crew. At the time,
Platoon D-3 was defending Col. Benson's Armored Force Command Post near El
Guettar. The Command Post was under heavy and imcessant air attack and bombing
with "Butterfiy" anti-personnel as well as 500 and 1,000 round bombs. A num-
ber of men were killed and wounded.

"Wost of us found our emotions becoming jaded as month after month of

war piled on us. But Lennie (Lt. Leonard Bessman) was never jaded. He

had a faeility for mirroring in hie fertile mind every human thing

ey —
R
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"Fighting Those Fock-¥Wulfs At El Guettar"
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that crossed his path. We (Americem Forces) had a certain type of
antiairveraft (multiple gung), mounted on a half-track, which re-
quired two men to fire. The cuwmers sat iv fwo metal, bucket seats,
Just kback of the guns, Lennie was Lying near this ack-ack outfit
during a terrific dive-kombing and strafing, and he kept his eye on
those two special gumers as the Stuba came right down upon them. The
o never wavered. They sat there Firing until suddenly, and in unison,
they toppled sidevays out of their seats - dead. And all within the
same instant, two move Americans rose like twing from the bed of the
half-track, took the ceats just vacated by death and went on with the
firing. Lennie was terribly moved By +hat 1ittle drama of duty automati-

cally performed and he almost choked up when he told the story™.

Lt. Heisler, of D Platoon, had instructed his men to take cover after they
saw an enemy plane release bombs over their position but 5gt. Steinberg's

gun crew refused to leave their weapons and continued firing on the attacking
aircraft, One man was killed and three were seriously wounded. When Lt. was
sure that the wounded men were being properly cared for, he went for a vehi-
cle to evacuate them to medical facilities. First his jeep was wrecked by

an anti-personnel mine, then the first ambulance he found ran over a land
mine and was immobilised. He finally secured a second ambulance which tock

the wounded men. His selfless action earned him a silver star.

SOUTRERN TUNISIA CAMPAIGN - PRASE ¢

Following receipt of a message from General Alexander, 18th Army Group Com-
mander, plans for attack were activated. The general indicated that it was
felt that the enemy front would give way under continued pressure. The 1st
and 9th Divisions prepared to attack in the second phase of the Southern
Tunisia operation. Air Marshall Tedder, Lt. Gen. Spsatz and Brig. General
Williams arrived at II Corps Command Post to confer on increasing air support
in Tunisia. During the conference the CP was attacked by enemy planes and the

heavy bombing killed Patton's aide-de-camp.

Enemy counterattacks and continuous heavy bombing were affecting the morale

of the 1st Armored Division. To revitalize the Division, General Patton ap-
pointed Major General Ernest Harmon as Commander, replacing General Ward. On

7 April Patton ordered the Benson Armored Force to attack and drive vigorously
until it either reached the Mediterranean (Gulf of Gabes) or in pushing

eastward toward the sea while clearing enemy opposition, made contact with the
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German main force. By 4:10 pm the same day the Benson Force had advanced

29 miles east of the II Corps boundary, captured over 2,000 prisoners and made
contact with the Xth Corps of the British 8th Army, which had broken through
the Mareth Line. The Benson Force then withdrew to the II Corps boundary.

Although this 1st Armored Division action had thus drawn enemy strength away
from the British 8th Army, it had not been able to achieve a breakthrough to
cut off and trap the Afrika Corps against the 8th Army and the U.3. 1st and 9th
Infantry Divisions. American troops ceased hostilities in Southern Tunisia on
10 April and all units began working hard on maintenance, training and reha-

bilitation preparatory to moving to battle in Northern Tunisia,

NORTHERN TUNISETA CAMFATGR

Changes in command occurred at this time in efforts to place responsibility

in the hands of more aggressive and proficient officers and to prepare for
future operations, CCA's General MeQuillen was Tteplaced by II Corps Operations
Ufficer Ceol. Kent Lambert. Generazl Patton was relieved by General Omar Bradley
in order that Patton could return to Morocco and organize the Seventh Army

{1 Armored Corps} for the invasion of Sicily. 443rd Battery B Commander was
relieved and made Headguarters Battery Commandant. Soon thereafter, suffering

from combat fatigue and back trouble he wag sent home to the States,

During the campaigns in North Africa, assault rations were used, Called K
rations, they came in a parafine-coated box the size of a Crackerjack box -

a different variety for each of the three daily meals. This was supplemented
by o D Ration, a concentrated, chocolate food bar plus whatever local produce,

T meat might be obtained, In Tunisia, the C-Raticn, which came in tin

was the mainstay of the troops. It had little variety and was poorly
seasoned. Places against a vehicle's exhaust muffler, o can could be warmed
in 15 to 20 minutes., But as the Northern Tunisia campaign opened, 3 new

in 1 ration became available, It had a day's ration for five men and in-

1y

cluded five or six varieties ¢of food for different days. Of course, some were
enjoved more than others. lLater, the raticn became 2 10 in 1 model. 443rd men
would long remember the :degert stoves” they made from #10 tin cans, half Filled
with sand. Gascline poured into the sand  and then lighted, would burn for a
long time and was frequently used to beil water, make coffee and posch egps

When an open flame was unlikely to attract enemy attention the desert stoves
could even make the € Ration almost palatable when salt and onions [when they

could be found] were added. With scarce water supplies, warm water was welcome.
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Although General Alexander had planned to pinch out theU.S. II Corps in
Central Tunisia as the British 8th Army advanced northward, General Eisen-
hower intervened and Alexander's 18th Army Group revised its plans, giving

IT Corps an operating zone of its own on the north flank with the 1st

British Army in support. The Fifth and Tenth British Corps were to the right

of II Corps with the XIX French Corps and the British 8th Army on the right
flank. As the Afrika Corps withdrew to the northeastermpart of Tunisia it

made prolific use of mines and booby traps to delay Allied forces. In an

unprecedented action, the U.S. II Corps convoys moved at night,on 18 April,
and quickly passed through the British units to assume attack positions in
its new sector. The Afrika Corps, in spite of staggering losses of men and

materiel, quickly organized new defenses in three general sectors: before

the Corps France and the 9th Infantry Division,in the hills north and south
of Ued Sed Janine, in the hills west of Mateur, and before the British

8th Army near Enfidaville.

157 ARMOKRED DIVISION OFFENSIVE

Col. Maraist's 1st Armored Division Artillery Command Post moved into the
hills southeast of Mateur, directly behind friendly infantry positions inm
defenses recently abandoned by the Germans. On 21 April the 13th Artillery

Brigade moved into position west of Tine Valley where Hill 609 dominated

the entire valley (called the "Mouse Trap" by the British). Behind a 30

minute artillery preparation, the 34th Infantry Division and I Company of

the 1st Armored Regiment attacked Hill 609 and captured it on 30 April.
With this key observation point lost, enemy resistance in the "Mouse Trap"
began to collapse and in another attempt to halt the Allied advance, the
Luftwaffe again resumed heavy air attacks on Mateur, its bridge and Allied i
troops and continued to bomb and strafe until 5 May. But Mateur had been
taken and the main German defense system in the North had been broken. It
was fitting that the final German collapse should come on Mothers' Day,

9 May 1943,

During the "Mouse Trap" action it was reliably reported that midnight

visits to a winery in the vicinity would find British, German and American

G.I.s filling their five gallon water cans at the wine vat spiggots - "friends'

for the moment but bitter, shooting enemies the next day.

445rd platoons continued their strong, antiaircraft support during the nor-

thern Tunisia battles, shooting down more Messerschmitts (ME-109s) and
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Focke-Wulfs (FW 190s), Stukas (JU-87s) were being seen less frequently,

perhaps because 5o many had been destroyed.

By & May all that remained of the once vaunted Afrika Corps was truckload
after truckload of German and Italian troops coming into Allied lines to
surrender, followed by columns of others on foot. While the Germans had been
able to evacuate some key personnel across the Mediterranean to Sicily and
Italy, most had to be abandoned in Tunisia. Many were lost as Allied war
planes shot the slow, German air transports down into the sea. And the
victorious 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP) men had their share of garlands of flowers
fruit, wine, cognac and cookies as they passed through captured Ferryville
on their way to Bizerte. Not to be overlooked or forgotten were the happy,
grateful kisses that French girls, lining the roads, bestowed upon their

American liberators.

By 11 am on 9 May, all Axis troops in II Corps séctor had officially sur-
rendered unconditionally. But some unit communications were poor or des-
troyed so occasional artillery and small arms fire was received. A major

task was to secure the coastline and prevent enemy soldiers from escaping

on barges, securing installations to prevent sabotage, and taking over govern-
ment ration dumps so that prisoners could be adequately fed. General

Harmon ordered that prisoners be used to point out and identify all land
mines, booby-traps and delayed mines, in accordance with their unconditio-

nal surrender. The significance of the Allied victory can be realized by
comparing the over 250,000 prisoners taken in Tunisia with the 50,000

Germans captured by the Russians at Stalingrad,

After reports that Arabs and others were pilfering German supply and
ammunition dumps, an order was issued at 7 pm on 9 May to all units to
take steps to guard all such installations and to shoot anyone caught

pilfering.

The final operation in Tunisia from 3 to © Hay was the first time the

Ist Armored Division had been able to operate as a unit and on a mission
for which it was designed. It did se with tremendous success, During the
Tunisian Campaign the 443rd operated mainly with the lst Armored Division.
However, at various times, platoons were temporarily assigned to protect
elements of the 1st, 9th, and 34th Divisions as well as several other

IT Corps units. During the Tunisian Campaign the 443rd destroyed 78
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enemy aircraft and probably destroyed 25 others. The Battalion had lost 13
gun-tracks as well as several trucks and other vehicles. On 27 May General
Harmon praised the 443rd at a Division Assembly. And a memorandum from Colonel
Robert V, Maraist, 1st Armored Division Artillery Commander to Lt. Colonel
Werner L. Larson, Commander of the 443rd AAA AW Bn, stated:

"4ds Divieion Artillery Commander of the US 1st Avmored Divieion,
I wish to extend my personal thanks and appreciation, as well as
that of the Ilst Armored Division, for your loyal and efficient
A4 support,

"From 7 January to the present date, when you have been attached

to thie Divieion, your officers and men have lived up to the

high standard that this Division maintaine and it has been a great
pleasure to have had you under my command.

"Will you please extend my appreciation to your fine command for
their outstanding support. Whenever I think of Station De Sened
and other air attacks I will most certainly vemember your duck
hunters in action and the pleasureable sight of falling enemy
planes’.
On 22 May 1543 the 443vd was detached from the 1st Armored Division and atta-

ched to the 34th Infantry Division.

* * * * * *® *

SICILIAN CAMPAIGN

PREPARATION FOR INVASTON

The combined Chiefs of Staff, at the Casablanca Conference of January 1943,
had agreed to Churchillian strategy for the Mediterranean Theater of Opera-
tions. In aiming at the "soft underbelly of the Axiz" along the Msditerra-
nign, control of 5icily was necessary because of its strategic position do-
minating the sea lanes between Tunisia and Italy. Invading and conquering
Sicily was of paramount importance in making Allied lines of communication
more secure for the conguest of Italy. In spite of devastating reverses in
the Soviet Union and its stunning defeat in North Africa, the Axis managed to

garrison Sicily with ten Italian and three recrganized German divisions.

1t was determined that General Alexander’s 18th Army Group would command the
Sicilian campaign ground forces, to consist of General Patton's 7th Army on
the left and General Montgomery's 8th Army on the right. The 443rd Battalion
moved on 6 June, from its wheatfield bivousc four miles south of Ferryville,
to be attached to the 3rd Infantry Division about 25 miles farther west, near
El Alia. Two days later, Lt. Col. Larson, two other officers, four enlisted

men and an Arab guide, acting quickly on information received from a French
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family, searched an area six miles north of Bl Alia and captured a German
lisutenant and nine enlisted men, They had been in hiding since the 9 May
surrender, and had been attempting to contact German submarines, off the

coast.

On 16 June, the 443rd began waterproofing gun-tracks and other vehicles
scheduled for the assault waves in the Sicilian Invasion. Preparation also

began for amphibious exercises and landing strategies,

The 443rd Commander had submitted names of all 443rd 2nd lieutenants for
promotion to 1st lieutenant. But the 3rd Division Assistant Commander,
General Eagles, opposed the action. Lt. Col. Larson then discussed the
combat records of these officers with General Truscott, Division Comman-
der. The General directed that the request be re-submitted at the end of

the Sicilian Campaign, at which time he would approve it.

During 21/22 June, all Battalion vehicles, destined for the initial assault
waves of the invasion, were loaded on landing craft in Lake Bizerte. Bat-
teries A and B loaded on LCTs (Landing Craft, Tank) and Batteries C and D
loaded on LSTs (Landing Ship, Transport}, te participate in the 3rd Divi-
sion's amphibious landing exercises. Following the training all personnel,
except drivers and guards, returned to the Battalion bivouac. Then on 27 June,
the Battalion received some badly needed equipment. It received 38 M-3 half-
tracks for use as platoon, battery and battalion command and communication
vehicles as well as for platoon ammunition carriers. On 30 June the Batta-
lion was issued 19 SCR-628 radios, to be installed in command half-tracks.
The 443rd, for the first time, looked forward to having adequate communi-

cation for command, control and coordinatien.

Preceding final embarkation for Sicily, his silver hair shining in the hot,
late afternoon, African sun, General Truscott addressed all the officers of
his command. He reviewed the preparations and the training, now completed,
and told the assembled group that, "We do net inow the word 'failure'. We
know only that we will be successful or that we will be successful beyond
cur utmost expectations .....". As the General was concluding his address,
the Siroccowind, hot as from a blast furnace, came from out of the desert
and blew for several minutes. General Truscott, his silver hair blowing in
the hot, searing wind, commented, "We can believe in omens and this wind

muet be a good omen since it Blows ue in the direction we are going".

On 5,6,7 July, personnel and remaining assault vehicles were loaded aboard
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ship. During the loading, enemy bombers attacked the invasion fleet but
were driven off with slight damage. Three men of Battery D were slightly
wounded by fragments from antiaircraft gunfire. The Sirocco returned on
6th and 7th July causing severe discomfort as many metal objects became
almost too hot to ﬁandle. And although it meant a return to combat most
Americans were glad to be leaving a land of extreme heat and cold, defeats,
stalemates, drudgeries, boredom, death and the excitement of battle and

final victory. It symbolized another step toward home.

INVASION CF BI0TLY

Three convoys of LCIs (Landing Craft, Infantry), LSTs and LCTs, each able
to proceed at different speeds, took separate routes to deceive the enemy.
They all made rendezvous on 9 July off Gozo Island near Malta - a bastion
of Allied air and naval stremgth. Stormy weather came up during the night
of B/9 July and grew worss as the day progressed, The invasion fleet plou-
ghed through increacingly heav, seas toward Sicily. Seasickness and its
agonies mode the voyage miserable for many. Prospects for a successful
invasicn were dimming as the storm increased in violence. But when darke
ness fell the ships came under the leeward side of the island of Sicily
and firal preparations for invasion were begun. Fvidence shows that the

Axis Con

wd expected Sicily to be invaded and had alerted its defenders.
However, the enemy expected the invasion to hit the western coast of Sicily.
And the defenders were on less than full zlert as they couldn't believe

thaet an invasion could be mounted during such a violenmt storm at ses.

At 1:30 am on 10 July the convoy dropped anchor off the port of Licata and
by 2:4% am the first assault wave was on the beaches. Enemy planes, which
had attacked the convoy before it had even dropped anchor, continued to
bomb the ships as well as the landing beaches. Allied naval forces had
shelled the landing peints and Allied air had bombed them heavily, pre-
ceding the landing. Parachutists of the 82nd Airvhorne Division had also
been dropped with missions to seize the enemy airfield, destroy communi-
cations and harass attempts by the enemy to move reinforcements to the
beachhead. Many of the paratroopers were dropped in widely scattersd
areas bearing little resemblance to scheduled drop zones. But this was

of little consequence compared to action on invasion beaches far to the
east where 23 Allied air transports were shot down by friendly troops near

Gela. They had the misfortune to fly over just after a severe enemy air

attack and gunners assumed that another attack was in pProgress.
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At Licata, the enemy appeared to have been completely surprised and put up
largely token resistance at the beachheads. Greatest damage to invading
forces was inflicted by enemy air attacks.A ring of hills surrounded the
Licata plain. They were 1,200 to 1,600 feet high and could have been made
into strong defenses. The defenders did not make full use of this defense
potential. Although at least § Italian Divisions plus corps and army troops
as well as 34,000 German troops could have been made available for enemy
defense against the 3rd Infantry Division at H-Hour and thereafter, only

a portion of this strength was mustered at any one time to oppose the
American advance. The invasion beaches at Licata received much machine
gun and small arms fire but all units soon achieved their objectives and

by 11 am Licata was captured,

443rd platoons of Battery B landed between 4 and 8 am, occupying their
tactical defense positions at once. Platoon B-3 destroyed twe enemy machine
gun nests by firing at them while still aboard the LCT heading for the
beach., A similar incident occurred later when Platoon D-2 destroyed an
ME-109 by firing while still aboard an LCT landing craft. Batteries B and

D engaged enemy dive bomber and swing-bomber missions during the morning
and afternoon of D-Day. Both Batteries remained on beach defense since the
Licata airfield was inoperable and no defense was needed. The airfield was

still under construction.

Battery A platoons, landing between 6:30 am and 1 pm, occupied assigned
positions protecting Beach Blue and by mid-afterncon had shot down an
ME-109. A FW-150 was shot down by Battery C, landing about the same time.

By 11 July all enemy artillery positions had been overrun and the U.S in-
vaders began a general extension of the beachhead to the "yellow line" --
their second objective. Stubborn pockets of German and Italian resistance
were overcome. Enemy air continued to harass the beach area where supplies
and equipment were being unloaded as rapidly as possible. And at 8 am on

11 July twe ME~109s scored a direct hit on an LST, destroying it. After

this action, heavy and indiscriminate fire from naval craft rose at every
plane venturing over the area during landing operations - including even
friendly aircraft - often endangering troops on the beaches and on the hills
behind them. At one time, such fire was even directed at an American pilot
descending in a parachute after his plane - a P-51 - had crashed. The 443rd
gunners, skilled and experienced in aircraft identification, were firing

only at enemy planes when they flew near enough to be reached by automatic
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weapons and were upset and angry at such irresponsible shooting.

The 443rd's Battery C was attached to the 2nd Armored Division's CCA. On
11 July, as it protected its assigned unit, it shot down 4 FW-190% and one
ME-109. The batteries defending the beaches, the same day, destroyed 2
FW-190s and 2 ME-109s. This ended air activity on the beaches of Licata.

Platoon C-2 moved with the 41st Armored Infantry to positions near Naro.
At 7:45 in the evening six ME-109s attacked the position and one was shot
down. And when American P-38s hombed and strafed the CCA convoy in error,

443rd gunners held their fire.

The 443rd Battalion Command Post just off Beach Yellow, on 11 July, saw
large stores of 5 gallon gasoline cans and a supply of ammunition brought
off landing craft, by truck,and stacked adjacent to each other along a rail-
road track very near the Command Post. Noticing_that the gasoline cans
were too near to the tracks, Lt. Col. Larson and C.P. personnel moved at
night to a small, nearby hill. Early the following morning a locomotive
came chugging around the bend and vibrated some gasoline cans onto the
tracks where they were crushed and the gasoline ignited by sparks from

the engine. This set off a spectacular fire which spread to the ammunition.
For nearly two hours all personnel in the vicinity took cover while ex~
ploding ammunition and gasoline cans filled the air with debris going in
all directions. Shortly thereafter the Command Post moved to west of Naro

near the 3rd Infantry Division C.P.

DRIVE TC PALERMO

After the ancient city of Agrigento was captured by a battalion of the

3rd Division's 7th Regiment against strong resistance and artillery fire
plus attacks by Italian planes, enemy forces began to withdraw northward
fighting stubborn but ineffective rearguard actions. Enemy mine fields
were poorly laid and road blocks were not well defended. Many anti-tankguns
were not well used in dzfense and as U.S. forces prepared to mount
their drive to Palermo on the north coast of Sicily, a number of distur-
bing air attacks occurred. On both 13 and 14 July, 443rd Batteries B and C
reported bombing and strafing of friendly troops by American P-51s and
P-38s. During 15 July on three different occasions z total of 13 P-51s
strafed U.S. Infantry. Angry protests to higher headquarters served to

end these incidents. In preparing to move to join the Division's attached
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36th Field Artillery, a pun-track of Platoon D-2 overturned when it was
being moved out of its position on & precipitous slope. One man was in-

jured and hospitalized.

The drive to Palermo progressed so rapidly, against light and sporadic re-
sistance that American artillery was often unable to get into firing posi-
tion before being ordered to continue the advance. So rapid was the Ameri-
can advance that few of the enemy were able to escape capture. Enemy air
activity began to mederate and considerable eguipment was abandoned by the
retreating enemy. Mine fields and road blocks, intended to delay the Allied
advance, were poorly defended. Many anti-tank. guns, when captured, were
found never to have been fired. One of the captured pieces was a half-track
with 2 40 mm gun mounted on it -- suggesting that the German Ordnance
people had tried to make use of the T-28~Els, captured in Tunisia, to deve-
lop & similar weapon. German pilots often referred to the T-28-El1 as the
"hornets' nest" and no doubt the captured gun-tfacks were the object of
much testing and speculation by the Germans. The one captured in Sicily did
have a gun platform, leveling mechanism which the T-28-E1l did not have. No

weapons of this type were seen subsequently.

At frequent halts, during the campaign, 443rd men would occasionally listen
to Axis Sally broadcasts. She had little effect on American morale. 443rd
men made her the butt of jokes, scorned her amateurish, treasonable talk,
and laughed at her obvious half-truths or outright lies. But they did en-

joy the music she plaved.

The rugged but beautiful Sicilian countryside became moreso as the advance
to Palermo continued. The sere and dry conditions of the south changed to a
more lush and greener land in the north. Speed of the American advance saw
the 3rd Division Headquarters moving three times in one day - from Aragona
to San Stefano, to Prizzi and to Corleome. On 22 July most of the resistance
in the 3rd Division sector collapsed and Palermo was taken, unapposed, on

25 July. It is interesting to nofe that at 2:45 pm on 23 July, 7th Army Com-
mander Patton issued orders for all troops to hold their advance, at the
Villabate - Belmonte - Monreale line, until further orders. This action
enabled Patton's cwn 2nd Armored Division to enter Palermo first. In Palermo,
the usual looting of warehouses was under way and continued until military
intervention stopped it. The usual, systematic confiscation of food and other
supplies had left the Sicilians with lack of many foodstuffs and no love for

their German "allies".
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DEIVE T¢ MESSITA

Without delay. the 3rd Infantry Division and its attached units wheeled
tight and began to drive east from Palermo, on the coast road to Messina.
At one point the 443rd Commander and three of his officers took the sur-
render of the Paticio antiaircraft battery. In another incident at the
Palermo Airport, Platoon A-1 lost one man killed and two wounded by an
anti-personnel mine. Stung by the rapid conquest of western Sicily the
Germans determined to keep the eastern part of the island from being ta-
ken so swiftly and marshalled their defenses. The coast road to Messina
was well-defended. Roadblocks, blown bridges and mines made going diffi-
cult while units farther inland fought stubborn, rear-guard resistance over
rugged, dusty, mountainous terrain with a poor,and often primitive, road
net. In addition, skilled German engineers were able to blast whole road
sections into the sea, along the coast. Just east of a highway tumnel
on the tip of Tape Calava, the road hung like a shelf on the abrupt, rock
wall end after the German demolition nothing remained but a sheer drop of
several hundred feet into the sea. Bypassing inland would have meant seve-
ral days delay but the U.S. 10th Engineers, in less than 24 hours, built a
replacement bridge shelf of timber, cable and steel with earth fill at
both ends. In the meantime, men, vehicles and equipment were moving by sea
in LCTs around Cape Calava. The Engineers played a major role in the speed

with which the entire Sicilian Campaign was completed.

As the enemy withdrew along the narrow coastal road, much contact was limi-
ted to long-range, sporadic artillery fire. Some strafing attacks by Cer-
man planes occurred but enemy air activity was at a minimum in the severe
terrain with its single coast road. Space, defilade and deployment room
were at a premium, often causing the 443rd to expose its gun-tracks and, in
some instances, field artillery pieces, to enemy observation. All low priori-
ty vehicles were kept off the road but in spite of such precautions the road
was sometimes blocked with traffic for as long as six hours at a time. The
443rd assigned two officers as M.P.s to help contrel traffic all the way to

Messina,

The rugged Sicilian terrain has a high range of rocky mountains running
generally east and west, thus forming the backbone of the Island. From these
mountains a long series of parallel ridges and deep valleys descend to the
sea in the north. These natural barriers, perpendicular to the enemy's axis

of withdrawal, made northern Sicily into ideal terrain for defensive warfare.
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The terrain, combined with voad and bridge demolition were effective deter-
rents to the US advance until the final few days when the enemy was so re-
duced in strength and under such pressure that even mine fields could not

be laid.

Very few roads and trails suitable for motor traffic existed and even mule
pack trains couldn't move over some of the rough, precipitous slopes. Trails
shown on paps were not always accurate. While driving blackout one night the
443rd 5-3 and his Operations Sergeant suddenly saw the two, dim tracks they
were following, begin to merge into one and at the same time felt their

jeep turning over. Both leaped out and found their jeep on its side in a
streambed far below. Scrambling down the rocks,the two righted the vehicle
and drove off-cautiously. The S-3 jeep used nine replacement tires during
the Sicilian Campaign - typical of the lacerating effect of the rocky tar-

rain on vehicle tires.

The coastal highway was the only road suitable for two way traffic except
for the four, main, lateral roads which connected the principal towns of
San Stefano, San Agata, Capo D'Orlando and Furiana on the coast, to the
inland towns of Nicosia, Cesero, Randazzo and Francavilia,respectively. Each

of these lateral roads served as defense lines for the enemy.

During the 3rd Infantry drive along the Sicilian north coast, 443rd units
participated in a new tactic with considerable success. To outflank the
stubborn enemy defenders, amphibious moves were used, Platoon B-3 loaded
two of its gun-tracks on LCTs with the 10th Field Artillery guns and made

a flanking attack from the sea,in the vicinity of Caronia Marina on 3 August,
forcing the enemy to withdraw beyond Caronia to the flats between the hill
mass of Capo D'Orlando and the north-south ridge east of Caronia. This action
probably drew some enemy strength from the San Fratello battle which began
the same day. 443rd platoons were well forward in the advance in which
artillery played so important a part. Consequently they were subjected to
terrific counterbattery fire and suffered a number of casualties. Upon
reaching the west bank of the Furiano River, the Americans found that the
Germans were well entrenched on the east bank and opposing the advance with
intermittent artillery fire and mortar fire from well-entrenched and defila-
ded positions supported by heavy machine gun and rifle fire. Heavy fighting
erupted as the 3rd Division's 15th Regiment attacked on 3 August in front

of San Fratello, following a two and one-half hour artillery barrage. The
fighting continued until 8 August when the 15th and 30th Regiments, in a

bayonet attack forced the enemy to surrender both San Fratello and Monte
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Fratello. So bitter was the battle that bodies went unburied for several

o

days. During heavy enemy shelling a prime mover, loaded with artillery shells,
was hit and set on fire. A 443rd lieutenant and sergeant left their place of
cover and helped carry ammunitioﬁ and powder to safety, thus saving the artil-
lery piece and averting serious danger to artillery personnel. Both were recom-

ended for a Silver Star.

443rd antiaircraft training had always stressed the need for gun sergeants
not to order firing too soon and not to continue firing too long. To do so wasted
ammunition and reduced chances that an enemy plane would fly close enough for
a sure kill. This practice was well learned in Tunisia where multipie targets
had to be engaged. But in Sicily, the steep mountains and deep valleys plus
Klack of local warning facilities allowed enemy planes to fly low and sudden-
1y hedgehop in and out in an attack, Gunners found that,most of the time, it
was possible to fire only on a receding plane and, out of frustration, often
fired when the plane had passed well beyond effective range. Along the coastal
road to Messina,very few planes were encountered but men were subjected to in-
tense artillery fire. As a result they had "itchy fingers" and in the excite-
ment of firing cften forgot previous training, instructions and experience.Pla-

toon commanders continued to work to upgrade combat use of the T-28-Els.
l'rj'fﬁ it
{Authoy unknown)
IF you ean gtrive to make yourself proficient
In gvery detail of the gun you man,
And krow that that alone is not sufficient
lrless you practice every time you can;
If you con leaym to keep wour weapon firing
By *reaﬁéng 1t gs you would treat a friend,
if f ilupe only makes you more untiring
To prove d@drse7f ite master in the end.

1 trust the keenness of your vision
t the foe that lurks about thz sky,
lecm to make a qufvm decigion
your gun unervingly by eye:
curk the natural temptatior
e baforg th? :ﬁgﬁ”’@ in rangs
e Lth grim determivation
Then give him qll vou've got iv Ffair erchange.
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If you cown keep your head in heat of action
And calmly p?y the priveiples you Enow

If earmon-guns and bombs prove no distrasiion
Because your m;nd g bent upon the foe;

If you con maet the batile's fateful minute
And shoot dowm as a hunter would a Earﬂ,
Your nome and deeds will bo ﬁ% go dowm in stcrg,

The hietory of the old Four Forty Thivd.
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in 5icily, telephones to local observation posts were usually out of the

question because of distances, terrain and frequent moves. Thus enemy planes
could attack and be gone without any prior warning to AAA gunners. The 443rd
nesded radio equipment for early warning of enemy air attack, as well as for

command and control, But it was not to be received in Sicily,

The Cerman command was becoming increasingly nervous over the rapid S ad-
vance as well as over the fire support being given by Allied cruisers and
destroyers, just three miles offshore from the mouth of the Furiana River.

In addition, the flanking, amphibious attacks had taken the enemy by sur-
prise and heightened his concern, So enemy planes began attacking Allied
warships, as well as ground positions, in a renewed show of Strength. One LST,
near San Stefano, received a direct bomb hit. In spite of these atéacks,
Allied air reconnaisance reported considerable enemy shipping, north and
northeast of Messina Straits, as the Germans began to evacuate equipment,

men and supplies, from Sicily to the Italian mainland.

On 8 August, the 30th Regiment®s Znd Battalion madeanother amphibious attack,
landing over two miles northeast of San Agata. Taking the enemy completely
by surprise, (several hundred were found sleeping about 150 yards from the
beach) the Americans captured many prisoners and soon made contact with the
7th Regiment, advancing east after having taken San Agata. On 11 August the
Znd Battalion repeated its amphibious maneuver to the rear of the enemy's
‘main line of resistance between Brolo and Sinagra. Initially surprised, the
Germans counterattacked from east and west, throughout the day, using tanks,
artillery, mortars and machine guns. By evening, however, the Germans began
to withdraw toward Capo Calava and Patti. So rapid did the withdrawal he-
come that, at times, contact with the enemy was lost in spite of close Aﬁeriw
can pursuit. Enemy planes continued sporadic harassment of advancing US units
US field artillery and signal units then began to move by sea, and with na-
val support, in a flanking maneuver to Patti. This increased pressure caused
4 general German withdrawal on 15 August. The enemy used maximm strength
road blocks and demelitions covered by machine gun and rifle fire. The de-
fense was augmentead by field artillery and tanks with 150 mn guns. In spite
of this action, American troops captured delaying positions near Spadafora,
DuTorri and Gesso. During the day on 16 August, American 155 mm guns fired
100 rounds into the Italian mainland, US artillery continued such fire a1}
through the night. Between 3 and 16 August, most of the Italian defenders

in Sicily had fled the island in some disorder, leaving the Germans teo fight

an excellent, resr guard action,
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By 17 August no front line existed for the 7th Army. The final enemy eva-
cuation to the mainland across twe miles of the Messina Strait had ended.
During the campaign, as well as at its close, the enemy had limited amounts
of transportation available and freguently abandoned the majority of Ita-
lian personnel amd equipment, saving only the German troops and equipment.
Thus the surrender in Messina at 10 am on 17 August was made by the senior

Italian Military Authority remaining, Col. Michele Tomasello.

The 3rd Reconnaissance Troop escorted General Patton-7th Army, General
Bradley-1I Corps, General Truscott-3rd Division and General Fredericks-
45th Division, inte Messina for the official surrender. 443rd Commander
Larson was one of the first to enter Messina on 17 August - his birthday.
A bit later, General Montgemery- British 8th Army, escorted by his Scoteh
Piper Band, entered Messina to be greeted by Ceneral Patton in Messina's
town square. o was amszed and chagrined since he had predicted that he

would be first to tabs dMessina.

TEE PATTON INCILERNT

O or about 12 August there occurred the famous "slapping” incident in-
volving General Patton. While visiting a field hospital supporting the

3rd Infantry Division he talked to z number of wounded men. But when he
came to one voung man who had ne visible injuries and who was in the
hospital for treatment of combat fatigue, Patton slapped the soldier several
times in the presence of doctors, nurses, orderlies and potients. The story
was written up by news correspondents and the resulting furor caused Gene-
tal Eisenhower to order Patton to apologize to evervons in the hospital

and to all the divisions., After the Messing surrender, the 443rd moved

on 23rd August to the northwest corner of Sicily near Trapani. There
General Patton apologized to the 3rd Division and said, "I love every bone
in your heads", Concluding his remarks, he walked from the stage but then
turned dramatically and saluted the American fiap and the Rivision's stan-

dard before leaving without another word.

After their move to Trapani for rest and rehabilitation, men of the 443rd
had opportunity to reflect and trade stories about the island they had
just conquered. Some could remember the cathedral at Monreale, southwest
of Palermo. According to legend, William the Good {(son of William the
Conqueror) found his father's treasure and built the beauntiful cathe-
dral dedicated to "Our Lady". Begun in 1172, Arab, Greek, Byzantine and

Sicilian masters of arts worked for 12 years to complete the cathedral,
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with its beautiful mosaics and images of gold, dominating the interior,
The French artist, Valadier, fashioned the all-silver main altar early in

the 19th century,

Travelling along the Sicilian roads the men had seen any number of roadside
shrines nestled into rock formations. Many village homes also had small
shrines, built in niches facing the road, where candles were lighted to

guide travellers at night,

Falermo itself was a mixture of attractive, old, turreted buildings as well
as dingy, small hovels and dirty streets., Stained glass windows, broad walks,
fountains and arched gateways of times past contrasted with old factories
with macaroni and spaghetti hung out to dry.Street cars, slectric buses and
beautiful parks, carbineri (policemen) with dark blue uniforms, gold but-
tons and a white diagonal across their front, gold stripes down their trou-
sers legs and Napoleonic hats -- all made Palermo an intriguing city on the
Mediterranean. It was here that 443rd men hecame aware of the many two-
wheeled carts drawn by miniature donkeys and small Sicilian horses. Not
only were the carts painted gaily with all kinds of designs and biblical

or Roman scenes and events, but the donkeys wore brightly colored olumes

on their harnesses and atop their heads.Most Sicilian towns cling to the
tops of precipitous peaks. Even though Garibaldi, from Italy, conquered
Sicily in the early 19th century, and provided a new freedom, the trappings
of centuries still remained -- ahsentee landlords,poverty, sickness and
poor government. On the road to Messina some towns were deserted and in
others people were living like animals in one room homes with naked young-
sters and babies living in dirt and squalor. Many were barefoot or wore
sandals made from rubber aute tires. It was not Uncommon tos see some
people sharing their ledging with poultry and pigs. And too often, fire-
place smoke had ileft its dark smudge everywhere. Water facilities were
rare, even in the larger towns, and sanitation was primitive. Clothes were
always hanging on drying lines on balconies and usually, dish water was

simply thrown into the streets.

Many 443rd men temporarily lost their appetites for spaghetti when they
saw busy Sici}iaﬂ%yzusewivescoeking spaghetti sauce and spreading it out
on large boards to cure in the hot sun. Although it was soon covered with
flies as well as dust from passing military vehicles, the ladies would

occasionally stir the mixture and then spread it out for more curing.
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The Sicilians were overjoyed at liberation,’some breaking down in tears.
During the previous four years their food rations had been meagre, since
Mussolini had confiscated the major portion of all food raised or grown.
People would pick food from Army garbage pits and most expected the com-
querors to feed them. But many tried to show their gratitude by bestowing
kisses upon their liberators and offering gifts of fruit, wine, cookies and
vegetables. In the few minutes it took to pass through Misilmari, on the
coast road, the 443rd $-3's jeep had a half bushel of hazelnuts tossed

into it by people lining the road and giving the only thing they had of
value. Grapes and lemons were alsc abundant as were the Sicilian favo-

rites - Marsala and vermouth.

CAMPATGN AFTERMATH

During the first few days the 443rd was at Trapani, messages of congra-
tulations began to arrive, paring tribute to the victorious Americans

who, in a gruelling campaign, had conguered Sicily in five short weeks.
From the 18th Army Group's General Alexander, from 7th Army's General
Patton, From II Corps' General Bradley and from General George C. Marshall,
U.5. Army Chief of Staff came commendations to the 3rd Infantry Division
and its attached units. Most meaningful to the 443rd however was the

22 August 1944 commendation from the 3rd Infantry Division's General
Truscott to the Commanding Ufficer, 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP):

Y The Sicilian Campaign has ended. In Both phases - capture of
?aVﬂrma and eapture of Messing - your Batialion haoe rlayed a
decisive role.  You have oversome naturgl cobstacles of terrain
vendered a thousand-fold more difficult by enemy déﬁﬁyﬁtﬁﬁfu
and oppost ﬁzan. YJMB record during these daye will be an 1
spiration to all Americans., Your suscess can be gtir thutad
toe Wigh stardawds of individual and ﬁraaﬁzagtaonm, skill deve-
7ap§4 over a long and sometimes tedious period of training,
You have accomplished the obiective toward whish these lobo-

rious efforts were divected. You have aided in atiainiﬁg
smashing vietory.
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While at Trapani, 443rd men were entertained for the first time since en-

tering into combat by Bob Hope, Jerry Colona and Frances vangford, Une
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443rd sergeant had opportunity to talk with Miss Langford, who was from

his home town.

In erder to protect his command from the ravages of veneveal disease, which
always becume worse when troops were in rear ares bivouac, General Trus-
cott ordered local girls to be hired, installed in a tent and had his medi-
cal doctors check them regularly. This program was short-lived because a
report filtered back to some congressmen and the Pentagon ordered the

practice stopped.

FEORGANIZATION CF THE 443FD

The 443rd was given first priorty for ordnance and vehicle inspection and
overhaul by the 67th Ordnance Battalion. This was accomplished amid rumor
and speculation that the 443rd was "hot" for another campaign. So it was
no surprise when after only one week in Trapani the Battalion, on 30 August,
was relieved from the 3rd Infantry Division and moved the same day to the
vicinity of Partinico where it was attached to the 2nd Armored Division.
Several platoons had to left behind for a few days to complete their ord-
nance overhaul but the rest of the Battalion set up a perimeter defense

of the 2nd Armored's bivouac along the coast road.

Then events moved rapidly. On 8 September the Provisional Corps of the
7th Army ordered the 443rd to move on 10 September to the vicinity of
Termini Imerese, relieved from attachment to the 2nd Armored and attached
to the 34th AAA Brigade, alerted for future operations. Lt. Col. Larson
reported to Brigade Headquarters in Palermo and the 443rd was placed under
tactical control of the 105th AAA Group. Batteries A and B moved to the
perimeter defense of the East and West Termini azirfields while Batteries

C and D began training and maintenance programs.

The day after arriving in the new area, orders from Headquarters, 7th
Army, relieved the 443rd from its assignment to the 7th Army and assigned
it to the Fifth Army - TItaly, effective 14 September. Rumor had it that
General Patton had assigned the 443rd to the 2nd Armored Division for
transfer to Britain and the Normandy invasion but the Mediterranean
Theater Command would not approve the transfer. As a result, the 443vd
was scheduled to invade Italy at Salermo with the 36th Infantry Division
but due to lack of time to overhaul and regroup, assignment did not occur
until after the ¢ September Landing at Salernc. That landing was bitterly
and almost successfully opposed by German defenders under General Kessel-

ring. It took seven days for the Salerno beachhead to be secured.




b
iy
]

H

On 12 September the 7th Army Antiaivcraft officer sent a memorandum to his
ordnance officer to draw in from the 443rd all gun-tracks T-28-El1 in excess
of 32 and to issue 32 new gun-tracks M-13 with two .50 cal. machine guns
per mount, with powered turrets. The order alsoc included turn-in of all
Battalion vehicles in excess of 35 - 2% ton trucks, 18 M-3 personnel car-
riers, 94 1 ton trailers, 19 Lton trucks, 5 3/4 ton weapons carriers and

1 3/4 ton command car., New Tables of Organization had finally caught up

with the 443rd,

The same evening, Lt. Col. Larson met with two colonels of the Fifth Army's
Reay Link in Termini Imerese, to discuss the changes. He pointed cut that
replacing the T-28-Els with M-13s would greatly reduce the Battalion's fire
power, an essential component of effective AA fire. This discussion resulted
in a telegram being sent to Headguarters, North African Theater of Opera-
tions (NATOUSAY stating the civcumstances and recommending that no change

of armament be made at that time. No reply had been received by 17 September
when a radicgram from CG Fifth Army to CG Seventh Army requested that tﬁe
443rd be equipped with both the M~13 and the M-15 (twin 40 mm] gun-tracks
before leaving Sicily, Since no M-15s were available it was necessary that
32 T-28-Bl gun-tracks be retained., And since no other unit had T-2B8-Els,
Lt. Col. Larson on 18 September submitted a request for permission to take
the Battalion's 21 excess T-28-Els to Italy for use as replacements and for
spare parts during the coming campaign. Approval of this reguest came on

19 September. On 20 September excess vehicles were turned in to ordmance
and 32 M-13 pun-tracks were received. At the same time 32 S5CR 010 radios
were procured for installation in the T-Z8-L1 gun-tracks, This was accomp-

lished in two days,

Because the new T/0 § E {44-7%) with its reduction in egquipment necessitated
a reduction in personnel, the line batteries were rveorganized from four to
two platoons, each with four M-13s and four T-28-FEls. On 23 September, five
443rd officers and ninety-two enlisted men of the Battalion were trans-
ferred to other antiaircraft organization and headquarters units within the
brigade. To accomplish the above reorganization the 4457d was on 23 Septem-
ber relieved from responsibility for defense of the Termini airfields. On
the following day, remaining radics authorized were received. Due to uno-

vailability of the SCR 500 series, SCR-600s were substituted.



HOVEMENT 70 ITALY

The 443rd began its movement to Italy en 13 October when Battery A loaded
vehicles on LSTs at the Termini docks. Most of the personnel boarded LCIs.
Landing was on 15 October at Bagnoli, northwest of Naples in the Fifth

Army staging area. The next day saw the remainder of the Battalion's COm-
mand and combat vehicles loading for departure two days later. When, at the
iast minute, their projected overland movement across the Messina Straits
was cancelled, Battalion Headquarters Rear and Headquarters Sections of Bat-

teries B, C, and D alzo isaded for zesz transport.

ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN

INTRODUCTION TO ITALY
As the major combat portion of the 443rd unloaded at Bagnoli Harbor on 20
October it was joined by Battery A and the Battalion moved from the harbor

staging area to an abandoned torpedo factory. Earlier, completely assembled

torpedoes had been moved by underground railway to a dock from which they
were transferred to the nearby Isle d'Ischia, where German submarines came

to be loaded.

Juring the 10 days the 443rd was in this location, men had many opportunities,
some to meet relatives living in the area and others to visit the largest
city seen since leaving the U.S. Southern Italy had been cccupied at one
time or another by Greeks plus Saracens from North Africa. Protruding into
the Mediterranean it was fair game for seafaring adventurers plying the
great inland sea over the centuries past. When sne looks north to Rome and
the prosperous Tiber River valley,as well as the country beyond, the terrain

while mountainous, is much kinder and the climate more favorable to agri-

culture. The north was invaded over the centuries by the Goths and the Van-
dals {Germanic tribes) and by the Huns (from Central Asia}. Through the wars
the pillaging and the plundering, the mainstream of history has left marks

of unique sxperiences. Ancient cultures have left their ruins of buildings,

castles, statues, viaducts and aquaducts, and Roman cobblestone roads. Monas-
teries and churches testify to Italy's tremendously influential religious
history. Naples, even from a wartime artist's view from Sorrento, and the Isle
of Capri, or the high promontory near the torpedo factory, was a beautiful
sight as it overlooked the blue waters of the Bay of Naples under the warm
Mediterranean sun. But a closeup lock at wartime Naples was a noisy, dirty,

squalid, crowded c¢ity with all kinds of smells. Home for most poor Neapoli-

tans was two rooms with crowded conditions including livestock (fowl). It was
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a place to eat and sleep while most social life was cutside. However, in

the more exclusive sections of the city the whitewashed Mediterranean villas

had largely escaped the effects of the
each day began with early morning milk
around the streets to be milked either

Fruits and vegetables from the country

bombing and shelling. But in the city,
deliveries as cows and goats were led
by the customer or the animal's owner.

were for sale, and food of all kinds

was frequently cooked and eaten on the streets and in air raid shelters.

Americans were intrigued by the garlic odors of such unusual foods as eels,

snail soup, octopus, squid and sea urchins.

And everywhere were signs pointing to "AL Covero' - the air raid shelters,
many of them being in the tunnels where Streets went through the many hills
of Naples.The city was Italy's third larpgest and its principal port. It was
the gateway to the Italian Theater of Operations and Allied forces of many
nations were to be seen in the streets. Allied bombing during the entire
previous summer had badly damaged Naples' port facilities and reconstruction
had feverishly begun. This made the port a prime target for German bombers
after its liberation.Neapolitans huddled in their shelters nightly as the
attacks continued for another year and the night skies were filled with a
tremendous antiaircraft barrage which rose like a lighted curtain from both
ship and shere installations -- mostly too late to hit the German planes as
they dive bombed the port area. U.S. 90mm AA guns seemed to be the only

weapon that took a toll of attacking planes.

JOINING THE 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
On 21 October Lt. Col. Larson was informed by the 45th AAA Brigade that the
Battalion would be attached to the Texas 36th Infantry Division, which had

distinguished itself in the Salerno landing and in the advance to. Naples,

The II Corps commanding general had the 443rd inspected on 26 October and
the unit was declared ready for combat. Its Communication Section under
Lt. Cole was especially complimented. On 31 October a number of events
occurred: Eight lieutenants were promoted to first lieutenant; the 443rd
was assigned to the 2626 Provisional AAA Brigade,attached to II Corps but
with attachment tc the 36th Division remaining unchanged; and Major General
Fred Walker, 36th Divisien Commander, visited the 443rd Headquarters. The
443rd Battalion staff began its liaison and planning with the staff of the

36th Division -- a relationship that was to continue until the war's end.
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WINTER LINE OFERATIONS / THE NEPLES FOGOTA CANPATCY

On 15 November, just as the 36th Division and the 443rd were moving inte
combat, & message to Lt. Col. Larson was received from the 38th Evacuation
Hospital Red Cross paying tribute and expressing heartfelt appreciaticn
to the 443rd band, which had entertained the patients that day.

Between 15 and 18 November the 36th Division relieved the 3rd Division

in the Mignano-San Pietro area. It was the start of the rainy season

and two weeks of almost constant rain turned the front into a muddy quag-
mire, mountain slopes into slippery trails, foxholes into water holes and
dirt roads into axie-deep mud which slowed progress of both the infantry
and 443rd platoons. The cold, soaking rain caused enormous discomfort to
frontline troops. The 443vd requested overshoes from the 2626 Antiaireraft
Brigade (its administrative umit). Although every man in the Brigade
Headquarters (well behind the front lines} was equipped with overshoes,
they couldn't supply the 443rd gun crews! The Brigade offered Lt. (ol.
Larson a pair of overshoes for himself but he spurned the offer, saying
that he wouldn't accept or wear them until every man in his command had a
pair. Llarson then contacted the 36th Division G-4 and within a few days
had all the overshoes needed to equip every man in the 443rd. By then the
443rd Forward Command Post had moved four miles northwest of Capua, across

the Volturno River.

Even though enemy artillery could not match the volume and accuracy of
American artillery, it was effective against the larger tavgets provided
by the 443rd's pun-track silhouettes in forward areas. During the final
two weeks of November the 443rd's casualties and vehicle damage were
heavier than any suffered since early in the Tunisian Campaign. A break in
the rain on 22 November brought out German aircraft to harass the 36th
Division artillery. Platoons B-1, C-2 and D-3 engaged flights of enemy
planes scoring hits on several. Delaying action by German forces more
than matched those of Sicily. They were helped considerably by the cold,
chilling rain., '"Rome by Christmas" became g receding possibility. A strong,
German defense in depth faced the 36th Division in its drive up Highway 6
toward Cassino and the long, northwest valley leading tc Rome. Morale of

men and life of vehicles tock a beating.

BATTLE FOR MT. MAGGIORE
On 2 December, 600 American and British guns put on a huge, synchronized

artillery barrage on Mt. Maggiore in preparation for what became a success.
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ful attack by the 36th Division'’s 142nd Regiment. Large caliber German
artillery then interdicted supply lines to the 147nd for some time be-
fore the mountain was entirely secured. Mt, Maggiore became known as
the "million dellar mountain' because of the huge amount of ammumnition
expended, and artillerymen called the barrage the "Serenade to Mussolini
and Hitler". During this action the German multiple rockets or nebel-
werfers were encountered for the first time. Men referred to them as
"screaming meemies' because of the sound they made as they blasted
through the tortured air. Two battalions of the German 71st Nebelwerfer
Regiment were identified from prisoners taken. They reported that the

American artillery had destroyed four of their weapons,

During the night of 6 December 36th Division artillery began "softening
up" the strong German defenses on Mt. Sammucro and around San Pietro,
With enemy observation posts on Mt. Lungo (astride the highway and be-
tween Mt, Maggiore and Mt. Sammucro) observing American movements,the

2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 143rd Regiment attacked in the rain to
aveid close surveillance by the Germans. Several attacks on San Pietro
were unsuccessful but the regiment's 1st Battalion made a back-breaking,
five hour climb up steep Mt. Sammucro in zero weather and against boulders
lossened and rolled down upon them by the German defenders. The mountain
was captured and held in spite of seven enemy counterattacks, Thus all
the enemy well-organized positions were exposed to American observation
as far as San Vittore. Enemy counterattacks continued against Mt. Mag-
giore and elements of the Herman Goering Division began arriving to bols-

ter the Cerman defenses,

With Mt. Maggiore, south of Highway 6,and Mt. Sammucro, north of the highway,
firmly under control, the 36th Division had only to take Mt, Lungo, astride
the highway, to effect 2 breakthrough. The day following the capture of the
two mountains, a break in the weather brought renewed enemy air attacks.
Platoon C-1 fought off a vicious, strafing and bombing attack on the 131st
Field Artiliery by shooting down three German planes. The crew manned the
guns despite direct strafing and anti-personnel bombing. They continued

to fire until z direct bomb hit killed one man and wounded five others, one
for the second time that month. All were recommended for the Silver Star.
Several hours later Platoon B-2 destroyed one of a flight of eight Me-109s
and four Focke-Wulfs attacking the 155th Field artillery just east of Mig-

nanc. The following day the same platoon shot down another ME-100.
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On 14th December the newly constituted Italian 1st Motorized Brigade attemp-
ted to take Mt. Lungo but went into a Cerman trap and lost over 400 men kil-
led or wounded. The Brigade was withdrawn and the 36th Division's 142nd
Regiment was ordered to seize Mt, Lungo. 1In early morning of 15th December,
two 142nd battalions were hidden on the lower slopes of Mt. Maggiore. When
evening came, the 2nd Battalion moved around Mt. Lungo to strike the Germans
from the south while the 1st Battalion crossed the valley to attack from the
west. The enemy was completely surprised - many still asleep in their fox-
holes. Mopping up continued all night and at daylight, their positions no
longer tenable, the Germans withdrew from battle-scarred San Pietro. At
9:3C am Platoons B-1 and B-2 shot down two of 14 FW 190s attacking the 133rd

Field Artillery in its new positions, just east of San Pietro.

On 20 December the 2626 AAA Brigade was redesignated the 71st AAA Brigade,
And on Christmas Day the 443rd Band played for the 36th Division Commander
at his staff at Christmas dinner. Their "Eyes of Texas Are Upon You'' and
"The Yellow Rese of Texas" brought plaudits and a letter of appreciation
to the 443rd Battalion Commander as follows:
"I desive to caxpress my appreciation, in which T am joined by officers
of Division Headgquarters, for your thoughtfulness in sending the or-
chestra of your Battalion to entertain us during Christmas divmenr.
Please express to members of the crohestra our appreciation for theip

Fine entertainmeni", - Fpad T. Halker, Major General, U.S5. Anmy,  Com-
manding, 28th Infartry Division.

ALITE REST AFREA4

The 36th Division was relieved from combat by the 34th Division and on 28
December moved with the 443rd to bivouac in Alife, where % the gun-tracks
of each battery established a perimeter defense of the division area. It
was at this time that the Adjutant General in the War Department, Washing-
ton, D.C., advised the 443rd that 37 men, listed as "missing in action”
since 14 February 1943 in Tunisia, were prisoners of war in Germany,

And on 1 January 1944 the 36th Division was congratulated by General Keyes,
IT Corps Commander, for its "feats accomplished under the severest condi-

tions of weather and terrain and against a skillful and stubborn enemy'’ .

Men of the 443rd will long remember New Year's Zve at Alife. A vicious,
winter storm with snow and cold mountain winds blew down tents and made
life miserable for a while. It was here that General Eisenhower's "Fare-

well Message to All Men and Women Serving With the Allied Forces in the

Mediterranean Theater' was received.
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" Soov. I leave this Theater to aesume other duties asgigned to me
by the Allied Governmenta,

"I take my leave of you with feelings of persongl regrat that are
equalled only by my pride in your Erilliant accomplishmente of the
year just passed. Although tempted to review again the many advor-
tages thot have acerusd to the Allied cause through your bravery
anc fortitude, I belisve that all these will come heme o von LF
you will merely compare your present position and prospects in this
greav conflict with your position and outlock in the late fall oFf
1942,  Then the Eighth Army was making its final rreparations to
attock the ememy who was standing only a short distance west of
Caivo. Vast Allied armadas were approaching northwest Africa in
complete ignorance as to whether good Ffortune or complete disag-
ter awaited them. Batteved Malta was being defended only by the
bravery of her almost entirely isolated garrigon. No Allied ship
could traverse the length of the Mediterranear. Cur fortunes ap-
reared at o low ebb,

T ALL this is changed - changed by your will, your determingtion and
your devotion to duty. Enemy action against our conuous in  the
Mediterranean 18 limited #o harassing and submarine efforts. You
have establiehed vourself on the mainland of Europe. You are still
advaneing.

You, along with the cther 41lied Foreces TFighting on many frovts,
have already aehievad the certainty that, provided every soldier,
atlor and airman, and every citizen in our homelond contivmes
neessantly to de hie full duty, vietoru will be ouvs.

1
s
4,

r new commander, will eontinue,as a completely unified instru-

nt of war, to make Further invoads intc +the enemy ‘e defenses ond

818t in bringing about his final collapee.
7

o W {?a ™
o

o nemy’s continental strong-

tninl we meet again in the heart of the enem
hoid, I send Godspeed and good Luck to each of you, along with the
aesurarce of my lasting gratitude and admiration’,

Iy

- Dwight D, BEsenhower

443rd Battalion Headquarters received a 23 December 1943 letter from

Headquarters NATOUSA, which Authorized the 443¢d AAA AW Bn (SP) battle
honors for the Moroccan, Tunisian and Sicilian Campaigns., And another
“thank you" letter came from a medical clearing station for the morale

uplift provided by the 443rd's traveling band as it played for patients.

RAFIDO RIVER OFERATION
Prime Minister Churchill favored the Anzio-Cassino operation. As a re-
sult, General Alexander's 15th Army Group ordered General Mark Clark's
Fifth Army to make a landing at Anzio and at the same time to make a

strong assault across the Rapido River toward Csssino and Frosinone, to
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force the enemy to commit its reserve south of Rome, then develop an

opening through which to link up quickly with the Anzio Landing,

To secure favorable positions for the attack on Cassine across the Rapido
River, the 36th Division, which had been assigned the task, attacked on

14 January and captured Mt. Trocchio. The Division's mission was to es-
tablish a bridgehead over the river in order that the ist Armored Division's
CCB could pass through and attack up the Liri River Valley to effect a union
with the Anzie forces, Uppesing the Division, the Germans had developed the
Gustav Line (or Hitler Line} as a series of defenses in depth. Allied com-
manders recognized that casualties would result from an attack on such de-
fenses but they believed that if the Germans were left free to oppose the
Allied landing at Anzio, the casualties there could be much higher with the

greater danger that the landing would be repulsed,

Powerful artillery support plus engineers, tanks and tank-destroyers were
attached to the Division for the operation, The YII Air Support Command
was to bomb bridgehead area strongpoints. As the 36th Division was orga-
nizing for the Rapido River crossing the enemy tried to interfere by air.
Platoon A-1 destroyved a Cerman-marked Spitfire near San Vittore while
Platoon -2 destroyed an FW-190 in the same vicinity, Platoon A-1, losing
three men killed and one wounded by enemy shellfire, was replaced in the

planned river crossing force by Platoon D-2,

On 18 January, British forces,on the left flank of the 36th Division and
south of the Rapido River's S-bend, had attempted a river crossing  and

had found the position untenable. As a result, the British refused to sac-
rifice more men in support of the 36th Division. When the 36th Bivision
attacked across the river on 20 January it was the only effensive action
across the entire British and American front. This permitted the Germans

to concentrate their forces before the 36th Bivision.

The 36th Division front extended four miles south From Mt. Trocchio, paral-
lel to the Rapide River which flawed south about 1,000 yards to the west,
The river approach from the east was marshy and covered with reeds and
brush. The river was a fast, mountain-fed stream,about fifty feet wide

and ten to fifteen deep, flowing between vertical banks five feet high.

At 7:30 pm on 20 January, artillery began preparation fire and at § am

the 141st and 1435¢d Regiments attacked to establish the Rapido bridgehead,

Intense, accurate crossfire from the enemy covered every point where a
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crossing was attempted, Extremely heavy artillery fire was received on

all crossing points and assembly areas. Mines and booby traps had been
well placed,and concealed,at all points defiladed from weapons fire., In
spite of the strong enemy defense, two companies of infantry crossed the
river. But intense enemy fire prevented bridge construction and destroyed
communications. The strong, fGerman defensive positions included concrete
bunkers, dugouts and barbed wire about 150 vards west of the river. Rubber
boats were sunk and the one footbridge, over which Companies A and B had
passed, had to be abandoned because of enemy fire. Engineer attempts to

install an 8 ton infantry support bridge were unsuccessful.

Probably learning from captured priscners where the 36th Division Command
Post was, the Germans lashed out at their attackers. Both the 36th CP and
the 443rd Battalion Forward CP were behind Mt. Rotundo and from 4:30 AM
to 7:30 am on 21 January, enemy 170 mm artillery lobbed 310 rounds into
the (P areas. The Division Mess Sergeant was killed and Platoon C-3 had

a man wounded who later died from gangrene in an amputated leg.

By late morning on 21 January, contact was lost with troops who had crossed
the river. At 10 am II Corps Commander, General Keyes, ordered the attack
to continue. S0 at 4 pm the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the 143rd Regiment
attempted a crossing. Initial resistance was somewhat lighter than during
the previous crossings but it increasad quickly when it became apparent
that Division troops were moving over in force. While rubber boats, hit

by fire, capsized and sank, two battalions of the 14ist Regiment were able
to cross the river by 6:30 pm. The assault broke through enemy barbed wire
defenses for about 600 yards before intense fire of all kinds stopped the
advance. American-generated smoke to cover the crossings, plus natural fog,
blinded the Division's field artillery observers while enemy snipers took
advantage of the poor visibility to move into positions where they could
harass troops crossing the river. All day long on 22 January, troops that
were across the Rapido were subjected to continuous enemy fire. Elements of
the 143 Regiment withdrew to the east bank of the river and strong, German
counter-attacks were thrown against slements of the 141st Hegiment that
remained. By nightfall, Americans were running out of ammunition. Ferry-
ing patrols, formed to bring back men who were left on the west bank, failed
because of heavy enemy fire. A handful of men were able to swim the Rapido

back to the east bank, during the night. The Rapide River crossing had
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failed and casualties were heavy - over 2,000 men. The Abbey of Monte
Cassino remained in enemy hands-a high observation point dominating the
surrounding landscape, And patrols sent out every night after 22 Jamu-
ary failed to get back across the river or were forced back by heavy
enemy fire shortly after reaching the west bank. In retrospect it is of
interest to note that tactically sound fGeneral Walker had offered the
Fifth Army an alternate plan - to demonstrate with diversionary tactics
along the strong Custav Line defenses before Cassine but simultaneously

send troops across a fordable area north of the fortified town. The plan

wis turned down with consequent results. In just such a maneuver,the 34th

Division, at a later date, ocutflanked the anemy north of Cassino.

incredibly, a third attack across the river was ordered, It would have

included commitment of the 142nd Regiment which was in reserve. The order

-

was cancelled only after a heated protest from General Walker,

uﬁ

Some weeks later,a Corps of New Zealand troops attenpted the Rapido cros-
sing and were thrown Lack. When the British BEighth Army finally crossed
the Rapido River in May the entire front line From Cassino to the sea

mde a full scale attack te support the Five British divisions committed

Subsequent te its disaster at Cassino the 36th Division shifted northeast-
ward to the vicinity of Cervaro. Here, on 15 February, 443vrd men witnessed

eight bombing raids by Flying Fortresses and fighter hombers on the Abbey

of Monte (assino and the slopes surrounding it. Only one portion of the

Abbey wall remained intact after the bombing. *
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Ueneral Walker of the 36th Infantry Division requested Lt., Col. Larson to

draw up a response to a memorandum he had received frem the 71st AAA Bri-

gade vegarding, "Advantages of Attaching an AM (SP) Battalion to a Division”
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instead of being used by the Brigade in area defense, On 153 February Lt. Col.
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Larson sent his report to General Walker. In brief he stated that:

The advantages of attashing an AAA (SP) Battalion to aq Division for
urtt defense inetead of ﬁs'zg used in area defense by o A4A Brigade are
a8 follows:

1. 444 Advisor and Coordingtor.  The Division Commander needs on AAL
ddvisor and [oovdinator of all 444 defense of his wiite and rstai
lations. This can only be accomplished by having an AA4 (ST} Batta-
Lion divectly attached to the DMvieion. As part of the DMyision’'s
Sreeial Staff the A4d (5P} Battalion Commander becomszs Division AA4L

Ficer ia* Ily resyonszbl to the DMuvision Commander for sontrol

[AS]

i
«

o

:
<3,
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o
o
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&

natior of all AAA in the Division as well as protzetion
ior elements, based upor tactical priovities. Tn area

ached to a Brigade, this is not possible.
ADEQUATE AAA PROTECTION,

a. Normally, onme AAA (SP) Battalion 18 sufficient to protect a Divi-
sion.

b. 4n 444 (5F) platoon, attached to a Division wnit, kesps in con-
tact with the wnit commander, shares in veconnaisance, vlans and
action and dreaws support from the wunit,

v in combat, tanks and tank-destrovers do not wneed AA4

i a

protection,
i : PORMATION.  Attached o a Division, an Ad4 (SF)
it racelvs et ,up-to~the-minute rmaxtion nzeds planrirg
aried gpgraﬁéans, For peourity rezsona, 2o ko ogive

certain information o unattached unite,

REDUCTION OF VEHICULAR TRAFPIT, Relating 444 (8F) platoons to DHyi-
siow units hoe sampZthad supply and messing and reduced the vumber
Qf‘éﬂﬁ suzply venieles in forwward areas, thus relisving roud oon-

5”883” [N

MESSING.  The advantoges of an AAL platoon being
the unii 1t ig protesting inslude assurances of
;?gyargé meale ard proper sonitation and aterilq

COMMUETOATION,  Fadio “h&nrﬂic are al =
'géd for all tre admivistrative funetions of a
jagiy

F/C & F dosg not guthorize on Aﬁ* fgxf urilt
tione. The Bottaiion fand ita :
guch ag a ﬁ@ﬂzu o t: lay wivy

i

ADMINISTRATION,  Adwinistrat
crtently 1 T [ on
gliminates pi
SUFFLY. I
s 5

attache o

e Ty et
atiaciad
FECEEAS pialor, 48 all the
recreat organte untis.
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T AAL ) BATTALIONS,

&
a. The m.b'Zﬁtw and fire powsr of arn AA4 (SF) Battolion io idexl for
Lt 71as
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pong are morg qgdapted to static situations.
« Add (5P] Battalion and Battery commanders emeveise all the taeti-~
cal functions and operational control inm ccordination with the

Uyt

+ -

ton and 1ts wunits.  This would be less efficiently done 1if
licated by move layering of administration such a8 would re-
v from AAA Brigade conmtrol. The A44 (5P} commanders super-
g unite by radic and field contact Ffrom forward command posts.
Divigion directs prioritiss of A4A protection for its units
for its operations but AAA (SP) command ewercises tactical
ontrol over AAA wnits. Brigade attachment would net support

8

11, COUPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING. Attachment of an AAA (SP) Battalion
over a period of time assures development of mutual understanding
of capabilities, function mnd tactics amoryg commanders of the Divieion
and 1t8 units and the A44 (SP) unmit. The resulting eloge contact and
sooperation is essential to successful operations, The AAA (5F) wunit,
te make the most of such relationships, should vemain attached to a
Divieion at least through an entive campaign. The ALA (SP) unit will
identify itself with the Division and shave in its aceomplishments,
its morale and its esprit de corpa.

(Lt. Col. Larson noted that the above memovandum +o Divieion
Commander Walker, for transmission to Erigade Headquarters
and thence to +the 444 Officer Fifth Army, probably jeopar-
diged any chances of promotion in Regular Army Antiaiveraft.
But he was quite certain of the validity of his analysis).

s

S

BIVOUAC  NEAR MADDALONT

During the nights of 24/25 and 25/26 February, the 36th Division and its
attached units were relisved by a British division and moved to the Ravis-
canina area to recover from weeks of rough combat, plus the mauling re-
ceived during the abortive Rapido River crossing., The 443rd bivouaced
nearby, close to Maddaloni and near a huge, old, three-tiered Roman
aquaduct/viaduct. As weather moderated, 443rd officers and men had time
to play volleyball and baseball and take rest leaves to Sorrento and to
Caserta. Officers were guartered in the Sorrento Victoria Hotel while
enlisted men enjoyed the left wing of the Royal Palace at Caserta, 17 miles
northeast of Naples and built by Charles III in 1752, Five days of hot
showers, three hot meals a day and fine entertainment were enjoyed. The
time was also used to receive and train replacements, repair camouflage
netting, repair and replace equipment, guns and vehicles. A small arms
firing range was set up and used by all personnel amnd daily aircraft iden-

tification classes were held under supervision of the Battalion $-3 Section.
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During the night of 17 March, Mount Vesuvius erupted in its most violent
outpouring in seventy-two years and continued to spew ash, rocks and lava
for three days before beginning to subside. Sulphurous lava covered part
of the town of San Sabatino at the foot of Vesuvius and threatened the
nearby coast. Lava ash fell heavily and varied in depth from two inches
to two feet in some areas. At one point, rocks of from one to five inches
in diameter were blown skyward and many fell on the nearby U.S. New Pompeii
Airfield, ripping tents and breaking plexiglass canopies on a number of
planes. With memories of the disaster that buried old Pompeii im 79 A.D.
still strong, Italian residents near the volcano were panic-stricken and
Allied troops and medical supplies were pressed into emergency service.
As the eruption began to subside, many 443rd men were able to observe the
cooling lava flow first hand as well as to visit the portions of old

Pompeii that had been excavated since work began in the 19th Century.

The beauty of the Sorrento Peninsula,with its Amalfi Drive along sheer
cliffs dropping into the blue sea, with its orange and lemon groves, with
its ancient buildings and the nearby Isle of Capri, as well as fishermen
bringing in their catches on the beaches, all reflected an idyllic pic-
ture that was shattered during mealtimes back at the 443rd Maddaloni bivouac
area. Scores of pitiful, poorly dressed and starving youngsters of all ages,
including a few older folk, would surround unit garbage cans to get 5CTEDS
of food from men and officers who had finished eating, Holding out #10

tin cans, scrounged from the garbage dumps, they begged for every morsel
they could get to take home to their families., At first, many 443rd men
were unable to eat their food and gave it all to the pitiful crowd., Then,

most began to eat only part of their meal in order to share the rest.

One very old and feeble woman in worn out clothing came daily to get food,
walking some distance from her upstairs, dilapidated lodgings. One day she
failed to appear and Lt, Col. Larson guestioned some of the crowd, only to
discover that she was 111. He sent the Battalion Medical Officer to pro-
vide treatment and take her some needed food. It turned out that her son

was a well-to-do businessman who refused to help his aged mother.

On another day the 443rd Commander noticed a group of G.1.s on the first
tier of the viaduct and, with several of his staff, investigated only to
find that the men were-waiting with dollar bills in their hands to give

to an old Italian woman when their turn came. She sat at the entrance to

a room where a young, blond girl, laying on a G.I. blanket, was taking on
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all comers. Concerned over the spread of venereal disease, he had the two

women taken to the nearest town and turned the girl over to local authori-

-t

ties. Some months later, as the 443rd and the 36th Division were moving in

£

convoy to the staging area for the Southern France invasion, the girl and
her older companion were ohserved with a horse and buggy, goeing in the same

direction as the CORVOY.

At about this time, General Mark Clark initiated the issuing of monthly
liquor rations to officers, as was done in the British Army. This prac-

tice was continued throughout the Luropean campaigns.,

On 9 April 443rd Battalion Headquarters issued march orders to a new 36th
Jivision bivouac area near Forine, for mountain training. The mild April
climate enabled the Battalion to further regain much of its combat-ready
status. Then, to everyone's surprise and consternation, on 5 May a radio-
gram from the Fifth Army detached the 443rd from the 36th Division and re-

=3

attached it to the 107th AAS Group for seven days training - 7 to 13 May -

at the Fifth Army AAa Firing Point at Torre Gaveta, west of Lake Fusaro.
This apparently was a means of retaining the experienced and battle-har-
dened 443rd in I Corps since the 36th Division was then transferred to
VI Corps and scheduled to move to the Anzio Beachhead. The separation was
regretted by all., However, the 4457d moved as directed and was soon en-
gaged in calisthenics, marching, target firing and weapons maintenance,

At week's end the Battalion was inspected by the 45th Brigade's General
dutledge and his staff., General Rutledge concurred in the following com-

mendation released by Lt. Col, Larson,
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" We shall not be content, however, with eongratulating ouvgelves
on a task well done. At the same #ime that we have excelled
others, we have Learmed in mary Peapgcvs how far short of perfection
we are. We canmnot rest ov our laourels. Fe must gnd will continus
to improve ourselves as soldiers and as members of a fighting team.
Tt ie recogniaed that many of the standards we kave set during the
past week camot aluays be maintained urder aombat eonditions. But,
iv 2ll matters which do carry over into the field of action, we

yd

must and will maintatin and raise our stardards. TP?S ghould be o
ratter of pride to every enlisted mar and officer. By so doing we

1
always be able, in the future as in the past, to prozlaim
lves without apology the best of our kind 1,

('} i
;g* 1

[T R

ﬂh o1y

~(Figned) Peyton W. Wiiliams, Jr., Captain, ddiutant, for Lt. (ol.
Hermer I. Largon, Commanding.

FOVME ~ ARND  CAMPATGN

Its Firing Point experience over, the 443rd moved on 13 May to an assem-
bly area northeast of Mondragnone. A general offensive against the Hitler
Line had been under way for four days and II Corps troops had broken
through from Minturno to a line beyond Signoc and Formia. Leading the II
Corps advance were the B5th and §8th Divisions, attacking on a front ex-
tending from the Tyrrhenian Sea to sast of Spigno. The 443rd was assigned
by the 71st Brigade to defend road nets and forward elements of the two
lead divisions, north of the Garigliano River between Formia and Spigno.
Scenes in some of the smailer towns were reminiscent of Sicily as war de-
vastation rolled around peasants making tomato sauce and spaghetti in

semi-primitive surroundings.

Un 18 May the Battalion CP received a radio message from Battery B that
the "935th, 639th and 910th Field Artillery battalions are moving by us',
The message was relaved to the 71st AAA Brigade to which the 443rd was
attached. This sharply illustrated the lag in communications resulting
from Brigade control of AAA {5P) battalions in fast moving situations. The
71st Brigade had no idea the artillery was moving and had not ordered B
Battery to move with it] At once, a meeting between Lt. Col. Larson and
71st AAA Brigade officers resulted in the 443rd being ordered to give unit
{rather than area) support toc the 85th and 88th Divisions with two Bat-
teries on road defense. The latter was becoming critical as the Tapid
advance was extending and exposing supply lines. Another battalion of
AAA (105th) was assigned to protect Corps Artillery, with one battery on
road defense. The 88th Division forged across the foothills east of the
Alban Hills, cutting Highway 6 near San Cesaro and then surging north-
westward toward Rome, flanked on the left by the 95th Division and with
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the Jwd Bivizion en the right. The latter took Valmonte and pushed toward
Palestrina. Under all of this Allied pressure and the fall of Cassino to

the Polish 1] Corps under Ceneral Anders, the U.S. VI Corps was able to ex-
ploit the weakening German defense and broke out of the Anzio beachhead. U.S.
air support had helped by strategic bombing which denied the German defenders

many essential supplies. During these operations, enemy air tactics Fforced a

o5

change in 443rd operating procedures. Driven from the daytime skies by Allied
air strength, the Germans resorted to night bombing and strafing of highways,
aiming at supply train convoys between rear and Forward supply dumps. For the
first time, 443rd Batteries were ordered to concentrate platoons around vital

road nets and fire at night on seen targets,

OFER

Even though the 443rd was not attached to the 36th Division during the Anzio-
Velletri operation, it tock pride in the news that the Division's General
Walker, after two tries, had his Velletri flanking attack approved by II Corps
and successfully executed it. Tt was exactly the same tactic that General

falker wanted to use at the Rapido River Crossing and was turned down. The 36th

wud entered the Anzio Beachhead as VI Corps Reserve. On 23 May it moved to the
ittack with the 34th and 45th Divisions west of Velletri. Little Progress was
made for several days until the 36th Division's 143+d Regiment cut the Velletri-
Valmonte road and pushed north. On 30 tay the 147nd Regiment, in Corps reserve,
moved twenty miles to the front and during the night, infiltrated through enemy
lines to Mt. Artemizio and then to the top of the mountain's ridge line over-
looking Velletri from the north. When dawn broke the encmy became aware of what
hed happened but underestimated the size of the American force that was behind
them, thinking that only one or two companies were involved. Hence the enemy
torces sent to counterattack were much too small and, as the 141st and 1437d
regiments jolned in the attack, the demoralized Germans suffered huge losses in
mert, equipment and supplies. As 2 result, the enemy defenzes south of Rome col-

lapsed and except for sporadic fighting in the Alban Hills and Mt. Cave, the

ined a group of officers around General

flurry of rifle shots was fired at

largely in the outskirts. The attack

set off a quick search for the source of the shots and turned up three German




boys 12-14 years old, in cameuflage uniforms and with high-powered scopes

on their rifles.

443rd Batteries A and D moved at mid-day on 4 June to positions defending
the highway and adjeining roads from Falconi to Rome. In advances with the
field artillery, Battery B and Platoon C-1 had moved through Rome to posi-
tions beyond the Tiber River in the northwest sector of thecity. An enemy
artillery shell exploded beside Platoon C-1's command halftrack, killing

an officer and two medical aid men and wounding four other men. But by mid-
day, General Clark had headed a victory parade into Rome. Pope John X came
to the balcony of a Vatican building and blessed the American soldiers.
People began coming out of caves and grottos where they had been hiding
until the fighting was over. Thousands of Romans lined the streets, cheering
their American liberators and handing out bottles of wine, cookies, cakes,
garlands of flowers and kisses from girls, men and women -- probably the

most enthusiastic welcome that Rome has ever given a conquering army!

For one day, the mobile 443rd Battalion Forward Command Post was set up in

a vacant lot in northern Rome, surrcunded by three and four story luxury
apartments., Italian communists and sympathizers were taking advantage of the
temporary breakdown of civil authority to eject people from apartments and
even commandeering their cars. Command Post personnel, responded to appeals
for help and sent the communists on their way. One grateful doctor, whose
wife was American, invited Col. Larson, Capt. Fisher and Lt. Frincke to his

apartment for a delicious luncheon.

The 443rd continued, the following day, to support the Allied advance north-
westward through Civitavecchia and Viterbo. On 12 June the Battalion was

withdrawn from the line and moved to bivouac in the King's Forest about six

§o miles south of Rome. A training program was begun and efforts made to have
? g all personnel visit Rome - the goal for which they had been fighting for

a year and az half,

W : INVASTON PEEFARATION FOR SCUTHERN FEANCE

Lt. Col. Larson and Capt. Fisher {5-3) checked in with the 71st AAA Brigade
and were told that the 443rd's new Fifth Army assignment was with the 36th
Division. They went to the location they had been given for the 36th and dis-
covered that the 45th Division was there. The 71st AAA Brigade finally said

that it had made a code name mistake and that the 443rd's assignment would be
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attachad to the 45th Division. This attachment cancelled all further visits
to Rome by 44371d personnel. On 20 June 443rd gun-tracks were loaded on LSTs
at Anzis Port and moved by sea to Salerno and thence to the Battalion assem-
bly area four miles north of Battipaglia. Battalion wheeled vehicles moved
on 21722 June to the same assembly area. Until 2 July the unit engaged in
amphibious training with the 45th Division and its units, under control of
the Invasion Training Center in Salernc. On 2 July a verbal order from Gene-
ral Truscott, II Corps Commander, detached the 443vd from the 45th Division
and re-attached it to the 36th Infantry Bivision - an attachment that was to
continue for the duration of the war. Lt. Col. farson and Capt. Fisher con-
tacted the 36th Division Commander and determined that the 443rd would remain
n position and complete training with the 45th Division while its Batteries
maintained liaison with 36th Division Regimental Combat Teams. Upon completing

amphibious training the 443rd moved to join the 36th Division north of Paestum.

There, a new training program was begun under supervision of the Battalion
Operations and Training officer, Capt. Fisher. It included special lectures
and demonstrations, a Renshaw Trainer School conducted by naval personnel and
special training and drill for Antiaircraft Intellipgence Service crews. On 17

July the 443rd moved with the 36th to the Staging Area at Qualiano.

At this same time General Walker left the 36th Division to return to the U.5.
and become Commandant of the Infantry Training School at Fort Benning. General
Walker was replaced by Major General Dahlquist. The latter, in preparation for
the Southern France invasion needed an aide, fluent in French. The 443rd’'s

Lt. Wells Lewis, who had lived in Paris, was selected and transferred to the

36th Division as aide to General Dahlquist.

Also, during this time, two additional commendations were received by the 4437d,

Lt, Col. Larson addressed the following to 443rd personnel:

97
eamkat daye that
death ig left behind
oruzlling experiences,
atinyg Hew szahts, the dif-
g wnd the triumph of
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Upon the departure of the 443rd from II Corps in Italy, a commendation was
given the Battalion by General Keyes, 1I Corps Commander. Forwarded through

the 7th Army, it did not reach the 443xd until 19 July, as follows:




" To officers and enlisted men of the 443rd A4A AW Bn (SF):
" T noted with regret the departure of the 443rd Anitiaircrafli
Artillery Battalion from the ranks of I7 Corps.

" Your service with this Corps was exemplary. The outetanding
success of the Corps during recent operations was due almost
entirely to the splendid manner in which you, who composed 1t,
labored arnd fought as individuale and as a team.

" T know that your unit accomplished in full measure the role
assigned 1t

" Por myself, as your recent commander and in behalf of the nation
we serve, I want to express to each of you a deep and sincere
appreciation for your courage, fortitude and sacrifice and a
heartfelt wish that suecess and victory will follow your future
engagement and enterprise’,

On 29 July the 443rd Battalion Ordnance Section doubled the firepower of
the twenty-four M-3 gun tracks by replacing their twin .50 cal. machine
gun mounts with quadruple .50 cal. machine gun mounts. The new guns
installed (96 of them) were heavy barrelled weapons. All Batteries then
test-fired the new weapons. And on 1 August, all battery gun sections, on
schedule, began training on a telephone pole-mounted Antiaircraft Trainer,
developed by Lt. Col. Larsom. Lead variances necessary for hitting planes

travelling at different speeds were stressed in using new ring sights.

Except for service echelons of Batteries A and D and part of Headquarters
Battery, scheduled to sail for France at a later date, all combat vehicles
were loaded on landing craft. By August 10 the Southern France invasion

fleet was anchored in the Bay of Naples, ready to sail,

SOUTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN

IRVASICOR AP DRAMMONT

The invasion force for Southern France was the American Seventh Army under
Lt. Gen. Alexander Patch. The Army included General Truscott's VI Corps
with the combat-experienced 3rd, 45th and 36th Divisions, The 36th Division,

with the 443%rd Battalion, was assigned four beaches for the landing - Red,

Green, Yellow and Blue. Red Beach was the harbor of San Raphael. However,
Red Beach was found to be heavily defended by underwater obstacles, pill-
boxes and gun emplacements., Green Beach was a small, Z50 yard wide, 100
foot deep, rocky beach flanked by quarries and a single, sharply inclined,

exit road. Well defended, it appeared to be too small for landing a large
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force. Yellow Beach was in front of the town of Agay, protected by a
submarine mine netting and covered by extensive, flanking enemy fire.
Biue Beach, a few miles from Green Beach, could only accomodate two

small boats at a time. The Southern France coastline was a formidabla,

rocky challenge.

It was toward these beaches in Southern France that at noon on 132 August,
the invasion convoy pulled up anchor and sailed nerthwestward along the
italian coastline. Tt passed through the Corsican-Sardinian Straits on

i1 August and arrived off the Riviera coastline in early morning darkness
on 15 August. For the third time the 443rd, sailing in an invasion con-
voy, had to endure a storm at sea. Before dawn the storm had subsided

and naval guns and Allied bombers began blasting the invasion beaches,

At H-Heur (8 am) the Znd and 3vd Battalions of the 36th Division's 141st
Regiment stormed ashore taking the Germans by surprise, Quickly recovering,
the enemy bitterly opposed the landing on Green Beach and covered it hea-
vily with artillery fire from commanding heights a short ways inland. But
by 10 am the beachhead area was cleared of enemy troops although artillery
continued to havrass the landing forces. By late morning the 143rd Regiment
was able to land and pushed west toward San Raphael while the 141st took
il

G

their dominating hill pesitions. Thus with beachheads established at both

ay and the high ground north of Green Beach, pushing the Germans off

%

sreen and Blue Beaches, the Americans began moving swiftly. Engineer bull-

o

dozers came ashore and began to level the pebbles and rocks covering the
steep incline on Green Beach and to doze out a new exit road from the
heach to the coastal highway so the landing could be speeded up. In nine
hours over 20,000 36th Division(reinforced) troops had landed over Green
Beach - ane of the most difficuit and confined beaches one could imagine,

4nd it was done with relatively few casualties,

The 14Ind Regiment had started for Hed Beach but was diverted to Green
deach because of the impossible Red Beach defenses. This action, by the
bavy Commander Lewis, probably saved many lives. By early morning of 16
August the beachhead had been consolidated and extended and Frejus and San

Raphael had been taken.

buring the invasion, 443rd units had landed with the assault waves and
occupied their assigned, tactical positions. Twelve men were wounded by
Navy AA shrapnel on 15 August when two high-flying DO-217 planes, far

sut of reach of automatic weapons, dropped two radio-controlled bombs. One
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hit and blew up the bridge of an LST approaching Green Beach. The other
dropped in the sea.

The surprise and force of the invasion caught the enemy completely by
surprise. A carload of Germans,with their headlights on full, was capturec
six miles from Green Beach. 1In the town of Draguinan, the Commanding
General of the 62nd German Corps was completely confused by the speedy
attack and was captured along with his entire staff. The 36th Division
troops made contact with Allied paratroopers on the day following the

landing,

HHONE RIVER ENVELOPMENT

After the invasion, Allied Force Headquarters praised the Southern France
landing as, ' a model of effective organization, cooperation of all ser-
vices and vigor of action - one of the best coordinated efforts in all
military history . The beachhead proved to be the largest developed in

a three day period during the war.

With the 7th Army front consclidated, Gemeral Dahlquist's 36th Division
began a fast-moving effort te counteract any German plans for defense or
even an organized withdrawal. Brigadier General Butler was given command
of a Division Task Force with orders to advance on Route Napoleon into

the Alpine area. As the Task Force was assembling, Platoon A-1 had a gun-
track blown up by a box mine. The next day, Platoons A-1 and A-2 engaged

a single ME-109 with no visible results. On 19 August the 35th AAA Bri-
gade relieved the 443rd from the 68th AAA Group and attached it to the

Sth AAA Group. 443rd platoons then joined fast-moving, 36th Div. task forces,

Task Force Butler jumped off from Draguinan and made rapid advance to the
north over mountain roads and passes that Napmléan had used on his return
from Elba., The T/F reached Sisteron and moved west toward the Rhone Valley.
A Task Force under General Stack contacted the Butler T/F and then drove
due northward by way of Castellane, Digne and Gap before pressing on to
take Grenoble. In one 14 hour period the T/F moved over 90 miles. This
northern thrust and envelopment action was intended to cut off German
General Johannes Vén Blaskowitz's XIX German Army. Time was critical.

Every Division vehicle had to be used day and night in moving equipment,
men and supplies.The 36th's rapid moves enabled it to outdistance much of

the German XIX Army, mainly based in the Marseilles-Toulon area.

Allied strategists counted on the Southern France invasion to draw off
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some of the German pressure on the expanding Normandy Beachhead. All 36t
Division efforts were placed at destruction of sufficient German forces t
necessitate reinforcements being secured from the Normandy area. The Divi
sion's rapid advance did alarm the Germans. A week after landing the Divi
sion had moved 250 miles to Grenoble while, in the south, French forces

had broken into the ports of Marseilles and Toulon, making the German pos
tions untenable, The German Commander chose the Rhone Valley as his escap:
route to Germany and began a hasty withdrawal, harassed by the Maqui (Fre
Forces of the Interior - FFI) who were well-coordinated, aggressive Frenc

resistance fighters,

The rapid advance to Grenoble had blocked any pessibility of German help
from Italy through the Alpine mountain passes. It also left the 443rd and
other units without military maps and for a time, local road maps were
used. In spite of this handicap, the Division was able to outdistance the
Germans and block the Rhone River Valley in the vicinity of Montelimar, di
rectly astride the Cerman escape route. On 21 August the 36th Division
had elements scattered from Montelimar to Grencble, Gap, Guilestre, Digne
and the beachhead. Fortunately, most of its armor, artiliery and combat

troops,werein a position to block the German retreat.

The trapped German XIX Army was still a powerful fighting force and as it
approached the Montelimar area it bagan to lash out at the 36th Division.
Under threat of enemy armor attack by the German advance force the 443rd
Battalion Command Post had to be abandoned the evening of 24 August. It
moved from a position 1% miles southwest of Crest te a position 3 miles
south of the town, With intensified ferocity the German forces slammed
into the 36th Division's blocking line, their only escape route to ths
Belfort Pass into Germany. Meanwhile the 3rd Division had been advancing
northwest toward Montelimar, developing a pincers movement on the enemy
forces trapped between the 3rd, the 36th and the Rhone River. Although
36th Division units were taking a vicious pounding from German tanks and
artillery as they retreated up the Rhone River Valley, the enemy was also
absorbing a relentless fire from American artillery. Fire missions for
36th Division artillery jammed radioc networks. And U.S. Air Force P-47
dive bombers had destroyed Rhone River bridges, compelling the Germans

to remain on the east side of the river on Highway 7. Road blocks set up

by U.S. troops were crushed by the overwhelming concentration of enemy

troops, weapons and equipment. But U.S artillery continued to destroy
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escaping vehicles, further blocking the highway escape route, U.5, artil-
lery dispositions snabled accurate Ffire to he placed continucusly on six-
teen miles of road, clogged with retreating enemy. In the face of thig
devastation, enemy arsor attempted numerous breakthroughs only to be thrown
back., At the height of combat, Platoon -2 moved to protect the Drome River
Bridge in Crest, a key point for the 36th Division. On 28 August it shot

down one of two ME-109s3 attacking the bridge,

The German XIXth Army's huge comvey included about 20 thousand vehicles
of 21l kinds - from heavy cargo trucks to requisitioned French sedans. The
U.5. artillery was unmerciful and the tarnage at Montelimar was terrible
to behold. At least 1000 horses, pulling carts or motor vehicles, had heen
killed. A few, badly wounded, had to be shot. Some, unharmed, grazed
seacefully in the fields after the battle, Smashed, fire-blackened trucks,
half-tracks and sedans clogged the highway. Dead enemy soldiers lay among
the debris or along the road. 3ix giant railway puns were captured intact
on the railread paralleling the highway - two were 280 mm and four were
380 mm pleces. Prisoners were taken from seven different divisions as
well 2s many other supporting units. The enemy suffered 11 thousand casu-
ailties, 2,100 vehicles destroyed and two artillery divisions completely
demolished.  In spite of these losses the sheer size of the Cerman XIXth
Army in retreat enabled sizeable enemy forces to escape the Montelimar

frap, but they were too decimated to be able to set up any Kind of a de-

]

by

fense until they were behind the Moselle River,
In preparation for renewing the attack te the north, the 36th Division
formed small "Task Forces', accompanied by 443rd gun-tracks, to provide

ground as well as antiaircraft protsction,

A5 August closed the 36th Division had moved swiftly over 80 miles north
in three days. 1t =ntered Lvons on 7 Ca tepber. Bridges crossing the

3 ; E
Phone River in Lyons had been destroyed by the retreating enemy, and many

readblocks had been set up north and east of town, In the midst of jov-

tery
s
fie
o
ot

ul welcome from the civilian popula it appeared that Lyons was about

b3

¢ be blockaded. Howsver, om 3 September, the Gevmans began to withdraw

H

54

]
=g

their relatively strong defensive positions. The 36th division was

ain in pursuit. For several days there was no enemy artiliery fire and

Gy

o

roactivity was nsgligible. Blown bridges und mines caused sonpe delay,
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FPURSUIT TO BELFORT FASS
During the pursuit of the enemy, Platoon B-1, while convoying the 977th
Field Artillery near Marloz, fired through a screen of roadside trees at

two ME-109s, attempting to take off from a necarby road,and destroyed one.

The remainder of the German XIXth Army was moving with the utmost speed
to reach the Belfort Pass and safety. U.5. units sometimes moved for an
entire day without sighting the enemy. Advanced units used short cuts
and country roads to bypass ambushes, roadblocks and minefields. Supply
problems continued to build up since day and night shuttles were still
bringing supplies from the southern beachhead. Every vehicle, including
the 443rd's gun-tracks, was loaded with infantry troops so that the pur-
suit could proceed as rapidly as possible. After several days scattered
resistance began to develop and over 1,000 prisoners were taken and a

} million gallon fuel dump was captured - relieving the supply problem
as far as fuel was concerned. A strong German force attempted to hold
Vesoul on 10 September but after nine hours of house-to-house fighting,
Vesoul was captured two days later. This delay enabled the sad remnants
of the XIXth Army to gain in their race to retreat through the Belfort
Pass, east of Vesoul, Intelligence from the 36th Nivision warned units
of possible, large scale enemy air attacks and ordered all defensive
measures possible to be taken. The 443rd's gun-tracks were manned at all

times,

RHINELAND  CAMPAJGN

MOSELLE FIVER OPEEATION

As the advance units of the German XIX Army came into striking distance of
Belfort Pass, effective elements of the Army, reinforced by troops from
northern France, began to make strong defensive stands. Although the Ger-
mans evacuated Luxeuil-les-Bains, intense fighting occurred in wooded
areas north and east of town, Meoanwhile, the short time they were in the
vicinity of Luxeuil afforded many G.I.s opportunity to enjoy luxurious hot
sulphur water baths in huge aluminum tubs., They were using baths which had
been patronized back in the times of Julius Caesar. Here, too, a French
woman who had won gold medals in Paris for her lace work, brought out her
cache of work, hidden from the Germans, and in short order sold it all to

the Americans.

At this time the Ist French Army was ordered to take over the attack to-
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ward Belfort Pass and the VI Corps was directed to cross the Vosges Moun-
tains into the Rhine Valley. It scon became apparent that the reinforced
enemy would make a stand at the Moselle River crossing. As the 36th Divi-
sion moved toward the Moselle at Remiremont, the 443rd Battalion CP dis-
placed forward to Fougerolles and found a barn for overnight shelter, Lt.
Col., Larson noticed a number of chickens around and had Capt. Fisher use
his high school French to persuade the farmer's wife toc bake a chicken
for a dollar. Two hours later the baked chicken arrived with head and en-
trails still in place. No one could summon the courage to eat the chicken
so Capt. Fisher had the task of explaining to the farmer's wife that she
could keep both the chicken and the doliar,

Arriving in the Remiremont area on 20 September the three 36th Division
Regiments attacked the same night. Using a series of feints the 141st
was able to cross the Moselle north of town and enlarpge its bridpgehead by
the next afternoon. German determination and resistance was strong but
the 142nd, in house-to-house Ffighting, forced the Germans to flee at day-
break on 23 September, destroying a bridge over the Moselle as they left.
That same morning Platoons A-1, B-2 and C-1 engaged two ME-109s and shot
one down. By then, large enemy reinforcements had begun to appear on the
Division's right flank and the brilliant, rapid advance from the Southern

France beachhead slowed considerably.

ALA AN BN (SFP) TACTICS CHANGE
On 23 September a letter from VI Corps Commander, General Truscott, changed
forever the existing concepts of tactical uses of AAA (SP) gun-tracks.
Aware of the exploits of the 443rd and recognizing that growing, Allied air
power was gradually reducing enemy air power to sporadic, hit-and-run raids,
General Truscott advised all division commanders of the capabilities of the
AMA {5P] gun-tracks and their possible fuller uses while retaining their
effective antigircraft role. Entitled, "Employment of AAA (SP) For Ground
Missions", the General's letter stated:

"I have long felt the read for greater exrloitation of our fire

o, e 1 - . ] p e
power in the attask, We hove the meane for far move effective use

&

of massed firves of our awtomatic weapons in close support of iv-
Fantry, paviicularly in the A4 auitomatic weapons battaliown, riour-
ted or Ralf-tracks- four .50 cal. machine-juns coaxially mounted

and one 37 mm with twe .80 cal, machine guns co-axially mounted -
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Men of the 442nd used bayonets to dig out the enemy while repulsing
DUReToUs Lermen éaunterattasks. On 30 October, they broke through to
the two hundred and eleven remaining men who had held out for seven days.
without food or water and with little ammunition. The vicicus and heroic
action of the 44IZnd had reduced its company strength to 40 to 50 men.
The month of October had been a gruelling one as the rapidity of the
advance had slowed. Ground support roles for the 443rd's gun-tracks
had been frequent and the success of the tactics employed was widely re-
cognized. Infantrymen were loud in their praises of the "Flak-wagon' and

the enemy had experienced AM (SP) fire power in 4 most demoralizing

HANner.,

convoy movement and battles were many interludes which brought
news amd interesting experientes. In Docelles a wealthy French woman in-

ited the 443rd CF officers to her home for a superb meal, It was evident

<

that she wanted to get one of the voung officers interested in her {toa}

{3}

young daughter.,  In the same vicinity an often seen activity was observed

as two French women were making ersatz coffes hy reasting kernels of grain

o,

G

(%3 metal cylinder resembling a stovepipe with o screen dividineg it in
¥ 2 P g

i

a
half and hot charcoal on the bortom lavel,

5

un 14 Detober members of the 443rd were authorized to wear the 36th Infan-
try Division's shoulder patch « the well-known T-Patch. This news was
sarmly welcomed by 4437d men who had developed a close affinity with the

3oth DMvision and its men.

ber of inspections cceurred during these operations, Generals came

from the Antiairceraft Command in Richmond and from the Army Oround Forces

Une general saw an enlisted man’:s cot in a tent with ten blan-

]

wots on it. Said the zeneval, "Where did you get all these blankets”?

£

3

Withour batting an eye the 6.1, answered, “From the infantry, because they

uy

threw their blankets away®
“n 25 October, the 4453rd veceived commendations from Lt. Ceneral Mark Clark,
seh Army Commander, for excellent performance during the Italian Campaign.
Lapt. ¥ells Lewis fson of Sinclair Lewis) who had left the 443rd to become
dide to General Dmhlquist, was killed by a flerman sniper’s bullet as he

stood next to the general on 29 Octoher.




Sgt. MacArthur, Uperations Sergeant, wrote

1/ 1lowing after the 443rd's
first major ground support mission.

"When the fellows first heard that they would do some ground support shooting
in suppert of an infantry attack they took interest at once. There's some-
thing about being able to fight back at the enemy which does something for a
man's morale and the days during which 4i3rd gunners would toss lead at the
luftwaffe a dozen or more times a day had almost become s thing of the past,
The one or twe ME-109s or FW 190s that buzzed the 36th Division front several
times o week didn't provide very many satisfactory targets, Meanwhile, 4437d
meén had to sweat out enemy artillery barrages without being able to fire back
since their guns did not have enough range.

"Their f“ rst Gyﬁﬁ?tﬂﬂ‘tv came when each of the four line batteries provided
: to fire across the Vologne River into Cerman positions in the
while the 143rd Infantry attacked Bruyveres from the south and
the 442nd rogimertal Combat Team attacked from the forest and hills on the

west. The encny must huve been surprised and dismaved when several kilometers

Gf hillside in frent of them suddenly belched 37mm and .50 cal, fire at irregu-
ar intervals throughout the three days of the attack. Even though the 4437d
zuns were firing from one flaznk of the attack the CGermans reacLe4 by firing
heir argliie y at the 445rd gun-tracks. In spite of the enemy shells failing
ther the 443rd men continued to fire upon call from the Battalion
i?ﬁﬁtluﬁ Centeyr, manned by the 4437d Operations Officer and Operations

o

EE AR N

fire waz of enormous value in supporting the attack, Much
' diverted from the attacking infantry and cnemy ob-
dered by air and tree bursts over Cerman positions.
1= 50 un-nerved by the rain of lead that theyv
Tive 1* when t}e First 143rd infantrymen
nitial ground support mission, Ji3vd
51 ?pcrt of the 36tvh Division Infantry,

Laveline de Bruyeres early one morning

waver, they were rTewarded by seeing

ased in intensity and culminated in an

men, returning fromw thelr mission, were

hat they had Eehﬁ up t;e only distillery
fieved when they later leapned that

Ao

“iring almost doil
the second pl:
threw 150 37my

into enemy p

osts and entren-
when one of its

of .50 cal

he ground ba‘g
hﬁ artitudy

i 1inst eneny
% nle tthether
attack ;y W -1%s, g
and able to make it plent
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the practice of rotating one AAA BUR section per battery at a time, for

and recuperation in the Service Echelon, was continued hy the 4437d

b3
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situation permitted,

Villey to get to the Yosges moun-
on o November, in suppert of the 143vd Hegiment,

Rut

te take on the

rain, slush and mud and eve

w

T

Support a division arr on Lith Movember. Tairial

FLLROUL :ericus opposition. A

explosion injured three men

the heavily de-

exiausted by no

tried to pierce th Severne
on the south attacked
invaston pathwavs inte France,
and forced the Mausrthe River enemy
captured Fraise and pushed well be~

“ey to the Yosges was St, Varie Aux Mines,

blird continued its Strong support of the 36th Division advanee,

ing & mors Lmportant part than ever in the struggle with the anemy,

VoTequest of the 1430d Hegi;

SOTERA T

Lt. Cal. iLarson arderad g
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443rd gun-track to "hose down” a low, wooded area full of Germans so his
infantry could mop up those remaining. This was done successfully. Platoon
C-2 fired support for the 141st Regiment on 22-23 November. In response to
an urgent request from 36th Division G-3, Platoon C-1 was assigned and moved
at once to protect the mountain road from St. Croix to Wissembach, just
cleared by the 14Znd. Approaching $t. Marie, the 142nd sent one company
toward the pass while the rest of the battalion made a tough, four hour
c¢limb over extremely rugged terrain to attack St. Marie from the north.
Caught completely unawares and unprepared, German defenders attempts to re-
sist soon fizzled out and by evening of 25 November St. Marie was secured
with over 170 prisoners and large stores of supplies captured. The speed

of the attack had caught some amazed German soldiers riding leisurely
around town. By midnight, U.S, traffic was moving into St. Marie. In

what was the most hazardous and intelligent maneuver of WW II, one bat-
tzlion had captured a supposedly impregnable mountain fortress and opened
up the Alsatian Plazin to Allied troops. St, Marie had been captured for the
first time in history! The 443rd immediately disposed gun-tracks to pro-

tect the St., Marie Gap as far east as Liepvre.

By morning of 28th November, the 142nd had forced its way through the thickly
wooded mountains and captured Chateau Koenigsburg, an old fortress over-
looking the Alsatian Plain, the Rhine Valley and the Black Forest of Germany.
Platoon C-2Z had provided AA fire on the enemy in support of this action by
the 142nd.. By now the Germans were desperate in their attempts to stop

the 36th Division which was operating on an 80 km front. They were apparen-
tly trying to get to the German side of the Rhine River with all their wen-
pons, equipment and supplies and to do so were mounting weak delaying
actions. As the 356th continued its attacks, it captured Chatenois and
Thannenkirch by 1 December, and prepared to attack Ribeauville, since the
enemy had been driven from key defensive areas after Battery D's gun-tracks
had fired heavily on them.Although, at this time, tank and tank destroyer
units had been relieved from supporting the 141st Regiment, the latter's
commander was unwilling to release its AAA (SP) unit and it remained with

the infantrv,

On 2 December, 36th Division troops received a commendation from the VI
Corps Commander for "clearing the Vosges, capturing St. Marie Pass and con-

tinuing attacks culminating in the denoument into the Alsatian Plain near

Ribeauville without feather or fuss”.
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A TOUCH 27 EOME

American G.I.s everywhere are known to pick up pets, especially dogs, and
become quite-attached to them. Men of the 443rd were no exception. Even
when the unit was in Fort Sheridan in the U.S.A. the unit had a huge S5t.
Bernard as a mascot. Men will remember the 25 mile march to Waukegan when
ambulances and 2% ton trucks were used to pick up those whose feet or will
to march all the way simply gave out. On the way back to the post the St.
Bernard suddenly dropped on the road and refused to go another step, Of
course he was picked up and returned to Ft. Sheridan by truck and upon
arrival he jumped down - cowpletely recovered. He learned "the ropes"
quickly.

One of the faverite memories is that of a chicken! Seldom has one heard of

a chicken as a pet during combat but old 'Zombie" roughed it out for over

two years. One of the men purchased a chick from an Arab in Port Lyautey

and when the unit was ordered to head for the Tunisian front, he gave it to
Battery I Mess Sergeant, F,L, Bergan, asking him to take good care of Zombie.

The chicken went through battles in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and France.
Often riding on the 37mm gun barrel, Zombie survived many an air raid with
no more narm than the loss of a few feathers. She really found a home with
the D Battery kitchen crew. Throughout her travels she rarely missed layving
an egg a day! Zombie was introduced to eligible roosters in several coun-
tries but it was in Italy when she laild seven fertile eggs and became a
setting hen., In preparing vehicles for the invasion of Southern France,
Zombie and her nest of eggs was put into a slatted box with food and water
to last for a week. She was stored in Battery D's kitchen truck. Some days
later, in France, when it was possible for the kitchen truck to again be
operable, Zombie was found loose in the truck with six baby chicks. As might
be expected, in due course of time, there was a chicken fry in D Battery.

However, c¢ld, battle worn Zombie continued to lay eggs, crouch under the
amn-track during air raids and continued to endear herself to the men.
furing the winter of 1944-45, somewhere in France, a couple of her buddies
imbibed too much French wine and shortly afterward poor old Zombie became a
chicken dinner. It was reliably reported that tears were shed over the loss
of Zowmhie -- the famous Ack-Ack chicken whe had seven battle stars to her

credit!

285 and no slit trench!
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COMBAT  INTERLUDES

During battles, horses and cows would poecasienally be killed by stray
bullets, shrapnel or mines. G.I1.s would frequently cut steaks from
such cattle but French civilians, desperate for food, would butcher
both horses and cattle that had been killed. Remains of such animals

were frequently seen along roadsides.

On 5 December the 36th Division and the 443rd were detached from the

VI Corps and attached to the 1st French Army. Lt. Col. Larson and Capt.
Fisher reported to the French Headquarters many miles behind the lines.
They enjoved a typical, extended, French banquet with many courses of
splad, Fish, lamb, rice, crems dessert, cheeses, wines, champagne and

in the company of sttractive, French women ambulance drivers.
shortly thereafter 1t. Col, Larson invited a French Colonel commanding
the French Antisircraft Group to a dinner at the 443rd Battalion CP. He
+hen wheedled steaks and cther foods from the Army Supply Sergeant and
with translation help from Capt. Fisher, persuaded a French woman (whose
nouse the (P occupied at Riquewihr} to cook the dinner, T/Sgt. MacArthur
reluctantly agreed to be the waiter. Other than the steaks being tough,
the walter nervously spilling chicken soup -in the guest!s lap and dessert
being canned fruit cocktail, the dinner was completed without any French
wing and without any atiractive women ambulance drivers - a far cry

from the sumptuous affair at the French Headquarters!

Farly in the Southern France Campaign a daily Ack-Ack News had been star-
ted and published by the 443rd Communications Sectiom. It published BBC
news, combat tips and items of value and interest to 443rd personnel, Gun
crews received it within a few hours of publication and welcomed it warmly.
Rattalion Commander Larson urged Battery Commanders to encourage their

men to submit material for inclusion in what was an important morale and

gsprit de corps building publication.

And in more than one French town 443rd men had seen girls with their hair

shorn - the penalty for having collaborated with the Germans.

DLEAR OFERATION

The exhausted 36th Division was committed to action to clean up Colmar,
The Ttapid enemy retreat from Ribeauville and the hills dominating Colmar
greatly worried the German High Command with the result that large rein-
forcements were brought in to face the 36th Division. On 12 December a

mafor assault was launched against the 141st Regiment on the Division's
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right. The enemy force included an entire German officer candidate school
determined to turn the 36th Division's flank and cut the Ribeauville-5t,
Marie Toad. The 38th units were initially encircled but, in hand-to-hand
combat and using every available man, the 2nd Battalion of the l41st
pushed the enemy back. Meanwhile another enemy unit moved around the

ond Battalion to 2ssault Rigquewihr and the Regimental CP. The under-
manmed two and one half companies of the exhausted lst Battalion, in re-

serve, counterattacked and reestablished Division positions.

14%7d Batteries were immediately notified to be alert for infiltrating
enemy patrols, About noon on 12 December an urgent message from 36th
Sivision 0-3 asked for 443rd help in repulsing an expected attack on
750 GCermap infantrymen reported in the vicinity of Sele-
stat. The Divieion at thiz time had absolutely no reserves and infantry
companies were down to half or less of their normal strength. The left

Fiank of the Division ended 2t Scherwiller just west of Selestat. The

nearest 443rd unit was Platoon D-2, on road defense at the time and in

reserve for such emergenciss. But st the time it was out of radio con-

drove to where Platoon -2 was moving into its new pasitions,aﬂd COn-
vovad the platoonto the eastern edge of Scherwiller, ready to repulse
t A

the expected German a rrival of a French armored column from the

northwest, several hours later, apparently ended the enemy's attack
plans. The 36th Division's left flank was finally secure.
But the situation aiong the 36th Division's front continued to grow wmore

istent and ferocious enemy counterattacks. One result
sun-tracks were resited to fire on any enemy breakthrough
£rem the east or the southwest. On 12 December the 142nd's 1st Battalion,

attacked Selestat and pushed the
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eremy out. With concentrated artillery £ire the city was held against a
strong evening counterattack. Around 7 pm the same day a strong enemy

rtal OF and 133rd Field Artillery positions
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st Tiguewihr with bazookas, machine guns, sutomatic pistols and small

and its ammunition was blovn up and a nearby home set afire

v a hazooka hit. Platoon D-1 gun-track driver called for two of his crew
fo cover him,while he crawled 50 yards over exposed terrain, illuminated

by flares and swept by small arms fire, to his gun~-track, leaded the four
machine guns and repeatedly "hosed' the area from which the German attac-

the enemy ran for cover. Prisoners captured indicated
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that the patrel's intention was to put the gun-track out of action so
they could destroy the artillery guns and cut the road by blowing up a
bridge.This action, if it had succeeded, would have put two batteries of
artillery out of action aznd cut off most of the infantry units in the
sector. On 13 December Platoon (C-1 fired 1600 rounds of .50 cal. in a
night mission near Zellenberg, harassing an enemy supply route, bridge
and mortar positions. Upon request of the 36th Division G-3 the 443rd's
5-3 orderad platcon officers to coordinate the defense of Mittelwihr, as
the situation worsened, with the 143rd Regimental Commander. Platoon
-3 had its ammunition trailer blown up by artillery fire. Strong enemy
countervattacks continued but were repulsed with heavy loss to the enemy.
But German infantry continued to infiltrate Division positions. These
powerful snemy attacks along the Division's front narrowly missed suc-
ceeding. Even German alr was seen and Platoons B-1 and B-2 destroved an
ME-1{2 near Rorschwihr, But by 15 December the German attack ceased.

The enemy intention of breaking through the 36th Division had failed
and 2 terrific casualfy tell had been exacted., At least 6,800 infantry
were brought gscross the Rhine for the enemy effort. They included ele-
ments of three divisions already protecting the sector plus seven bat-
talionz of voung and well-trained officer candidates, and S5 Non-Com
troops under Himmler's personal command. The attackers suffered over
1,300 casualties and 1,360 were taken prisoner. But by 24 December
the 36th Division and the 443rd had been in combat for 133 consecutive
daves, On that day it was relisved from combat by the 3rd Division and
enjoved five brief days patrolling relatively quiet Strasbourg. The
average rifle company strength had dropped to 94 and, unable to train
replacements, the Division efficiency was rapidly falling. Neverthe-
less, om Christmas Day, the Americans with the 36th Division gave a

e i

Christmas Party for the children of the Strasbourg Orphanage.

By attaching one gun sectionm to each infantry battalion, the 443rd
moved to provide maximum ground and air suppert to the 36th Division
aleng the Fhine River at Strasbourg. Gun section #4 of Platoon B-1,

nd Battalion, 143rd Regiment, fired on enemy pesitions across
e Rhine River. The 4437d OF moved to Eckbolsheim, a northern suburb
¢f Strasbourg. This relief from combat would only last a few days.

But on -5 December the 36th moved to the Sarrebourg vicinity for real

rest oand recuperation. During its 133 days in combat, the Division had

¥
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taken 19,751 prisoners and killed or wounded an even greater number of
the enemy. Commendation was received from 7th Army Commander General
Patch and the Division received Christmas Greetings from its former
commander, General Walker. All units were busy training replacements,
and rehabilitating weapons and equipment in preparation for the next
action, And even with winter's snow covering the ground, all person-

nel celebrated New Year's Eve with refreshments and song.

ARDENRES - ALSACE  CAMPAIGE
At midnight on New Year's Eve, when presumably Allied troops were cele-
brating, the German High Command launched a major offensive in the Bitche

sector with intent to advance to the Severne Gap, take Strasbourg and

]

wszibly all of Alsace, The attack was planned because the 7th Army

e

line was very thin and extencded as a result of having to move troops

to contain the German forces in the Ardennes breazkthrough. General

Von Runstedt's offensive into Belgium was thus forced to peak on 24 Decem-
ber and the Germans felt that a major offensive in the 7th Army area

would reduce the movement of additional troops to Belgium. The 36th
Division was alerted to be prepared to move to counter enemy parachute

drops expected in the XV or VI Corps sectors.

On New Year's Day the 141st Regiment moved gquickly 40 miles from Sarre-
bourg to £i11 a gap on the right of the 100th Division through which
znemy were filtering on the VI Corps left flank and aiming toward Mont-
bronn. The 142nd was put on immediate alert and the balance of the 36th
Division went on a six hour alert as training continued, Division units
Found the local citizenry in fear with wild gossip about the Germans re-
turning. Since infiltrating Cermans sometimes wore Allied uniforms their

apprehensions were given more credence.

By 3 January the rvest of the Division had moved alone the frozen road to
Montbronn in snow flurries and cold. The 36th oreanized a secondary de-
fensive line several miles beshind the line being held - something it had
never had to do before but which the Germans had been forced to do many

times. However, the enemy failed to break through Aliied lines at Mont-

hronn.

During a brief respite from enemy attacks, Lt. Col. Larson enjeyed a five
day leave at the 36th Division's rest camp at Bains-le-RBains where hotels

had been set up for both officers and enlisted men. Major Lazur was in
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command of the Battalion during Larson's absence. Upon his return, Lt. Col.

Larson sent the following commendation to officers and men of the 443rd:

" T wish to express my appreciation for ) Your untivring efforts and
devetion to duty during the campaign in Franee. As a result of
your energy and enthusiasm,in carrying out the recent operations,
vou have added awotheﬂ remarkable perfbwn mee to the th+al%9w's

brilliant vesord in the protection and support of the 58th Dipi-
ai Durding the landing in Sowthern ?%awﬁe,<ﬂzf?f rapid novrth-
ware drive *hraunﬂ the Fhone Valley and in the constant push and

= Bﬁ aneor: to Bruyeres, pou have 5ﬁﬁmns+rat€a your charac-

o reggtve SP?Pit Becmuse of your courage ond deter-

s HOu Aavb been ablz to earry on the Fight in the rain and
o wafszeq fﬂ%ﬁﬂq% ﬂrwienx to Wigsembach, in the break-
g il Ribeouville Pase ﬂﬂﬁ ir *“ﬁ ﬂpa§??znﬂ

our versati

Fenaive post

o
rw

h aLy fgtay;éJ
1 the 36¢h Divi-
8, by your haras-

loply important part

trat“on wirieh threa-

uppiy routeg in B beau-
7

et ] Low-Flylng enemy vecon-

3 we s in the hast i displacement

Seherwiller in order to prevent the
Dioieion's other supply route, where

an's
.
rzgi%g o aNy emErgencu.

PTG
- Mermigr L. fﬂPSﬁﬁ, Lt. Ool., Commmding

No further enemy air attacks occurred until 13 January when Platoon B-1
engaged the first Jet-propelled plane yet seen - an ME-183, No hit was
scored. Other German assaults in the Bitche area were repulsed and the
enemy began to withdraw. But then a large enemy force backed by conside-
rable armor crossed the Rhine in the Gambsheim-Herrlisheim area, just north
of Strasbourg. It quickly expanded its bridgehead, threatening Stras-

bourg. During 12-14 Japuary the 12th 4.5, Armored Division attacked the
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bridgehead but was defeated with heavy casualties. The 79th Division,
ezst and north of Hagenau became exhausted under repeated enemy attacks.
To counter the expanding German bridgehead at Gambsheim-Herrlisheim, the

6

[

b Division was ordered on 189 January to move the 80 miles to Haguenau,

{4

3

ust north of Gambsheim, to relieve the 12th Armored Division and elimi-

LS

nate the enemv brideehead. Before the relief could be consumated Ger-
man armor attacked east of Herrlisheim (with 20 tanks and 500 infantry)
snd over the Zorn Canal in 2 major breakthrough. However, the 143rd
Regiment and octher 36th Division reinforcements just arriving, stopped
the enemy breskthrough. The Division's 636th Tank Destroyer gunners
carefully demplished six German tanks, the 133rd Field Artillery knocked
out another while the 1457vd's 2nd Battalion counterattacked, destroving
zight tanks and taking 176 prisomners of Germany's hest 10th SS Ranger Divi-
the 12th Armored Division which was falling back be-
fore the cnemy onslaught. On 20-21 January VI Corps withdrew to a posi-
tion hinging on Hazgenau-Bischwiller where over twelve inches of snow
rovered the hattlefield and sheets and whitewash were used to camouflage
positions and equipment. 443vd gun crews went on special night air raid
alert for three nights, since intclligence had indicated the pessibility
of night air attacks as well as a parachute drop. During the morning of
21 January two enemy attacks were repulsed by the 36th Division. And on
1% January 443rd Platoo 1, B2, C-1 and D-1 engaged two MI-262 jet
the Division area. No results were evident,
Fired at a flight of ME-262s and sent one

ir raids occurred this same day, one using
Wi.100Fs, Hite on the planes' fusclage were seen but they seemed to bounce
S rhe ME-262 jets. Three 443vd men were were wounded by bomb fragments.
¢ wae discovered that the ME-262 jet planss had multi-layvered skin which

fire and their higher speeds exceeded the

and aimine systems. The jets flsw at 2 nor-
3 J o

mal specd of 330 mph and dived at 600 mph. Immediate instruction was ini-
tiated to familiavize 443rd gun crews with the dimensicons of this new

lienge - especizlly demands for greater leads when firing and for early
warning., The ME-262 was painted blue underneath and a mottled green on

top, leading to a deceptive appearance

During the night of 25-26 January one gun section each from Batteries A and

B fired on enemy troep concentrations in Rohrwiller in support of the 142nd
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Regiment as it raided nearby Oberhofen.

On 26 January, 36th Division Commander General Dahlquist phoned 443rd
5-3 Fisher to request four to six gun-tracks to fire night diversionary
fire while the 142nd Regiment attacked at another point. During the
night of 28-29 January, an M-15 from Platoon B-2 provided diversionary
fire on enemy positions to screen patrol activity by the 142nd, B-2

was then relieved by a pun section from Battery &.

German "Screaming Meemies' were again used during the campaign. They
were about 8" in diameter and about 15" long and appeared to be fired
electrically from multiple-mounted racks. A dozen exhaust holes at an
angle to their bases provided forward propulsion and rotation, generated
by an expanding ligquid gas. Their slow rate of speed permitted a loud

whistling to reach the ear well before the rocket did.

About this time Lt. Col. Larscrn was designated as 36th Division Secu-

rity Dfficer.

The 36th Division began on the night of 31 January to reduce the German
bridgehead at Herrlisheim. Oberhoffen, a small village north of Bisch-
willer, acress the Moder River, was captured by the 142nd Regiment but
enewy armer and infantry drove the Americans out of the town before they
could build a bridge over the Moder and bring up their own armor. A Platoon
A-1 gun section fired against dug in enemy troops neér Dffendorf, just
south of Herrlisheim, in the face of heavy mortar and artillery fire. The
gun-tracks drew so much counter-battery fire that they had to be withdrawn.

The capture, then early loss of Oberhoffen, caused a 24 hour delay in the

24

&th Division's planned assault on Rohrwiller, just north of the Moder

¥

River,and on Herrlishim to the south of the river. Bridging was Finally
put across the river at Oberhoffen and the 36th retook the town, pushing
at once to the north and capturing Rohrwiller, after 12 days of fighting
that yielded a large number of German priscners. Four days of thawing
weather had caused streams and canals to overflow and wash footbridges
awey at Bischwiller. But a treadway bridge, though covered by water, had
enabled infantry to cross over 300 vards of soggy ground and through knee-
highwater to their assembly area to attack Rehrwiller. The eNemny was ap-
patently oblivious to impending danger. Their radios were playing and
freshly killed ducks and pigs were ready for cooking. Over 120 prisoners

were taken with the town and two important bridges southeast of town. On

3 Tebruary the 143rd Regiment took Herrlisheim.
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In the face of steady pressurefrom the 36th Division,and to avoid encir-

clement, German forces withdrew east of the Moder and toward the Rhine River.

VODER EIVER DEFENSE

For the ensuing month the 36th Division set up a static defense along the
Moder River. It introduced a combat innovation in the use of AA search-
lights when heavy, low clouds covered the night sky. The searchlight beam,
reflected from the clowds, provided M"artificial moonlight' that could be
turned on at drregulsr intervals to expose enemy night activities, especi-

ally when unusual sounds were heard,

af Yactive' defense some other AAA units in the area

.5, planes, and the 35th AMA Brigade Commander re-

1o investigate. He determined that no bombs had

1tosors 4
Plo O-7 Eired it a ME-262 dropping bombs. It disappeared in
cioud cover to the sast,

it was discovered that an artillery gas shell

o
From an ammunition dump., A general alarm was issued since, if
tal

tion would have been sure to

sk
o

[
st
o
G
i
i
]
ot
Lo
I
ook
v
s
g

1eir gas masks. Fortunately, the

o

- AAA headguarters ordered one-hole, cabinet finished,
to egch 445374 platoon section. This was done but

The sun sections placed the one-holers in plain

of toilet paper in each - for the Group inspectors
to see, A digestive upset could really mess up such an item and the trai-
ler when a rapid, tactical movement of the puns was reguired. Some 443vd
sun~tracks were seen on the move with the cne-holer hanging on the gun
harrel like 2 collar. 4437d gun sections became the butt of jokes in

the Division and over a3 period of time, the sections just forgot to pick

no more about it.

As a s=ergeant of Platoon B-1 noted, there were twe words in the vocabu-
lary of the 443rd that generated tension and suspense. They were "water-

proofing'” and "infantry mission" (providing close-up support in an infan-
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try attack). The former had its obvious, deadly dangers but the latter
was even moreso. The 443rd T-28-E1 and M-15 gun-tracks, (and the T-28-El
with no armor protection}, with their high silhouettes, meant that men
were five or six feet in the  air, readily seen by the enemy, firing at
enemy targets in support of nearby infantry troops, usually well dug in
and defiladed. The 443rd gun tracks frequently drew intense counter-
battery fire from enemy mortars and artillery. But 443rd men continued
to provide such support in both day and night missions while at the same

time carryving cut their AAA mission.

Turing the defanse of the Moder River line some savage battle action occur-
red, Not unusual was the sight of a U.5. tank unit in formation on the
road near Gambsheim,  Fvery tank had been knocked out by German Mark VI
“Tiger' tanks, one of which lav diszabled in a nearby field. Some U.S5.
tankers had ¢limbed out of their disabled tanks and were shot by German
infantrv who had bsen concezled in concrete spider holes near the road --
an example of an effectivelv defended road block. The entire scene - tanks

and bodies - was covered by z soft, snow blanket.

Not too far from the scone described above, Platoon B-2 on 20 February,

a strafing dive on a nearby U.5. 3/4 ton truck. The 443rd gunner fired

Trem oand then held his fire because the planes were
American, The zingle shot hit the plane causineg it to slow and nose down,
tts tail hitting the propeller of the plane behind it, causing both planes
to crash - one in the 36th Division's ares and one in the adjacent French

. fme American and two French soldiers in the truck were wounded as the
rruck was wrecked and the two pilots were identified as of the 8th Tactical

zin. Lt. Col. Larson reported to AAA Group General

had downed two planes with one shot but was told to

sav no mors about it until the whole incident had been verified.

Om 21 Fehruary nesy Bischwiller, an ME-109G and a FW-190 were destroyed by
Pistoons -1 and C-2. Another ME-108G near Gambsheim was badly damaged by

Platoon 0-2 and disappeared in 2 cloud of smoke with its motor failing.

During this time the 443rd conducted an AA Training School in Wilgottheim.
Hour and half-hour classes were schedulsed from 8:30 am to 3 pm daily and
two sections at a time from each Battery attended this school for five

davs, This was the most thorough and intensive training personnel had
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recelved in many months,and it afforded a well-deserved break from combat.

Meanwhile the 36th Division continued to conduct patrols and raids to seiz
prisoners, from whom information could be obtained about the German troop
dispositions and strengths. And in preparation for the drive into Germany,
Vi Corps advised all troops of expected standards of military conduct to
be followed and ordered that a policy of non-fraternization with German

civilians be followed. Dealing with Germans on official business was to be

on a firm but fair basis,

LINE

nosaw Allied forces attacking all along the front. The
werican st ond “th Armies reached the Rhine River in the central section,

and on 7 March the Remagen Dridge was seized hefore it could he hlown and

American troors poured acroso the Rhine. Patton's aprd Army veached the

ol moooth, hemmoog

A

in a large German force in the Saar-Pali-

e
A

s
i

e 36th Divisdon bagan to drive northward through Mietsheim

on 15 March, It broke the German Moder River defenses, cleaned out the
western part of the Haogenau woods, and bridged the Moder River. As the Divi
sion's momentun increased it crossed and bridged the Zintel and the Sauer

; Rivers, he 142nd was then motorized for a swift thrust to the Siegfried
Line. Relieving the 143rd at Gunstett on the Sausr River, the 142nd by
noon on 19 March had captured Wissembourg, the last major bastion bhefore
the Siegfried Line. And by early afterncon the 36th Division had entered

Germany and was before the Siegfried Line.

During the drive from the Moder River Line to Wissembourg the U.5, 36th
Pivision found itself face to face with the German 36th Division and

soundly defeated it at Gunstett and the three river crossings.

VO GERMANY

When the 36th Division began its attack on 15 March it was the division

farthest from the Siegfried Line and was not expected to attack it. That

task was planned as the Army's main effort many miles to the 36th's left.
Consequently the 36th was not provided with siege guns to reduce the de-
fenses of the Siegfried Line. It was expected only to make a serious de-
menstration before the fortifications. The heavy Siegfried fortifications
were a formidable obstacle,especially in the 7th Army sector. The Ffamiliar
pyramidal obstacles (dragon’s teeth) stretched across the plain from Ober-
Utterbach to Steinfeld before the 36th Division. They were covered by fire
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from overlooking heights where a complex network of heavy, concrete pill-
boxes, set into the ground and well camouflaged,'included elaborate sys-

tems of trenches and wire obstacles. Three months earlier, other 7th Army
troops had spent three weeks trying to force an opening through the Line,

without success.

However, when the 36th captured Wissembourg and rolled up to the Siegfried
Line it was not to be stopped. The 142nd Regiment's 1st Battalion, weary
from the previous day's long pursuit and fighting, was in a lead position
and was immediately ordered toward Bergzabern and into the Siegfried Line.
chweigen and Rechtenbach were easily taken but the approach to Ober-Dtter-

intense gnemv fire, By nightfall, however, the town was

vattalions of the Division were moving over the hills,
pillbox defenses.  The break came on 20 March when the 3rd
142nd, after 7 twelve hour climb through rugged hills,

coptured Drassovg Heights - 0 0 ov enemy defense, whose capture paved the

tne Siegfried Line,in the Division zone, Bitter figh-

continued until on 21 March the 36th broke out of Grassberg to seize

Darrenbach

[RE

bress on inte the key town of Bergzabern, over 2% miles he-
Line, Meanwhile the Division was demolishing pillbox
inst =tubborn defenders. On 22 March Germans who had not
egan surrendering by the hundreds., Pockets of entren-

continued to resist the American advance hoth within +he

gepth of the Slegfried Line and bevond it. Before dawn on 24 March the 36th

£

captured ferry sites, thousands of prisoners and

and esguipment. This was the last gresat battle in

Pivision and its attached units would be engaged,
On 30 March the 7th Army's Genersl Patch issued an Order of the Day, saying,

TOmERT X Q070

1 ) 7 P
rtulated or the rescent overations

~

~F PEE Ay vevaonne? V.

=

The 443rd Battalion 5-2 report showed prisoners taken by the Battalion

in March as:

Battery A - 15; Battery B - B85; Battery C - 40; Battery D - 18
Battalion Headguarters - 5
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CENTRAL EURCPE  CAMPAIGN
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"The Division i returning to a role with which we ave familiapr-
combat. We have had a good rest. We have been able to put our
arms and equipment in first class shape. The conditions under

which we return to the fight will be the best we have ever had,

"I wigh to express to every officer and enlisted mam, in the Divi-
ston and attached troops,my appreciation for the excellent work
during the period just fiwnished. I know that, in the fighting
8t1l1 to be done, each cfficer and mon will contvribute hig full
share to the success of the 36th DHvision'.

- John B, Dahlquist, Major Genmeral, U.S.Army

FINAL VICTDRY

443rd Batteries then moved to the assembly areas of the regiments to pro-
tect them in the coming move., The 443rd moved rapidly for several days
until the 36th had relieved the 63rd Division on 28 April at Landsberg.
At this time 57 became sttached to the XXI Corps., ¥ithin this Corps the
443rd was unde: cperational conrrol of the 34th AAA Brigade. PFor a time
the 36th guarde! the landsberg I'rison - Adolph Hitler's “Festung Lands-
berg", where he was interned for 14 months in 1823-24, and where he dic-
tated "Mein Kampf™ to Rudolph Hess, in a steam-heated room. At the time
the 56th assumed control of the prison, it was filled with both criminal
and political prisoners - 14,000 in facilities built for 500. Prisoners
were in various stages of starvation in their black and gray striped
shirts and pant. They lay side by side in five to six foot high stacks
of "beds"™ on 12' hard pine boards, with 15' of space between one layer
aznd that above it. 5Some were motionless or dead and others just moaned,
crying out for food or drink. Medical personnel went to work doing what
they could. Around the fenced-in prison enclosure were bhodies of some
who had tried to escape when they heard the Americans approaching. In a
nearby wood were bodies of three prisoners who had heen decapitated,
General Dahlquist forced the citizens of Landsberg to line up and go
through the prison and see what had occurred. They were also made to
dig large, open pit graves and bury the dead prisoners who were little

more than skin and hone,

The 36th then began pushing farther into the heart of Germany's YNatio-
nal Redoubt" - a rumored area of cached supplies and weapons meant for
a last stand in Bavaria. The Division followed the 12th Armored Division
and was responsible for mopping up pockets of by-passed enemy resistance.

When Americans and Russian troops made contact to the north at the Elbe

River, any more transfer of troops and supplies to the south was cut off.

Enemy resistance began crumbling completely. Truckloads and trainloads

+
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Prime Ministers, General Maxime Weyand, Army Commander at the time

of the French defeat, and his wife; Mne. Alfred Cailiau, wko was sister of
General Charles DeGaulle,and her husband; Michel (lemenceau, son of

the French statesman; Jean Borvotra, internationally known tennis

star; Leon Jouhaur, Secretary of the Confederation General Du Tra-

vail; and several secretaries.

The official end of the Central Europe Campaign came on 11 May 1945, At
appointed places in towns across the country (usually the town squares)
the Germans surrendered their arms, ammunition and motor transportation,
The 36th Division patrolled the towns of St. Johann, Kitzbuhl and Mitter-

541l in Austria, enforcing the unconditional surrender.

MILTTARY GOVERVMENT IN KEMPTEN

On 1 June the 443rd was attached to the 36th Division Artillery and assig-
ned the mission of cccupying and securing Kempten in the Division Artil-
lery's sector and supporting he Military Government of the town. Limited
training was conducted, athletic activities organized along with other

recreational opportunities and an Information and Education program was
begun.
On & June Major General Dahlquist, 36th Infantry Division Commander, pre-

sented awards and addressed 443rd officers and men as follows:

" This is the first opportumity I have had to address the 443pd A4A
Battalion. That I have never dome so before is not because I didn’t
want to - I Just never had the chance.

" Of all the units under my command the 443rd was the only one that
I could always be sure of. How all those half-tracks were distri-
buted was something that was beyond me.

" There are several things that stand owt in my mind about the 443yd
and will alwaus stand out. The first is Wells Lewis, my aide, who
came from this Battalion and who gave his 1ife in the bitter fight
to rescue the I141st. The second thing was at Ribeauville when the
chips were down and all of them were on the table. There weren’t
anymore and still the Germans outnumbered us - Fisher was there
with his ideas on where and how to use the half-trasks. This third
thing 18 your gquiet, unassuming commander, LE. Col. Lavson. No one
hos done more to earm the medals which ware pimmed on his chest this
aftermoon.

" Your Battalion is the oldest one attached to the Division. Most of
you already have more thon encugh points to go home. You are restive
and I am aware of the reason. The spirit and disciplineg with which
you have taken over your job from the beginning showe the fine co-
operation of your Battalion and all the members of the Divieton
are proud to have you wear the T-Pateh".
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On § June a phone message came from Capt. Sullivan, 7th Army AAA Supply

OfFficer to the 443rd Battalion S-4, as follows
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Then on 23 June a letter from XII Corps Headquarters ordered the 445rd
AAA AW Bn (SP) to move on 1 July to No. 4 Port, Cherbourg, France, as a
permanent change of station, not as redeployment. Principal weapons were

ordered turned in to the 7th Army Ordnance Collecting Peint at Butzbach.

Lt. Col. Larson, who had requested personal assignment to the Pacific
Theater of Operations, went to each 443rd Battery and Headquarters Bat-
tery at a formation on 29 June and stressed the fact that they had been
in two and one half years of continuous combat in the French-Moroccan,
Tunisian, Sicilian, Italian, Southern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace,
and Central Europe Campaigns in hot, burning desert sands, dusty sand
storms, hot Sivocco winds, torrents of driving rain, wet shoes and socks
in deep, oozing mud, canals, rivers and flooded land, in blinding snow-
storms and free-ing weather while passing the ammunition and firing their
weapons, riding day and night time convoys in mountsing, rain and dusty,
choking roads, through blasting by artillery shells, harassing by bombing
and strafing planes, fire from small arms and machine guns, moTrtar shells
and 'screaming meemies', in open and exposed plains, thickly forested
foothills, narrow, winding mountain trails, enemy road blocks and final
victory in the beautiful foothills of the Tyrolean Alps of Austria. He

addrcssed them as follows:

" Most of you will be fsturﬂznj to eivilian iife, to youwr schooling,
your trades and your professions. ALl of thie combat Iife will be
But o memory when you recall all of your experiences cver o cup of
coffee or glass of beer in the =umra%gs%1§ of your families and
Friends.

" Theve is one promise that I will make %o you 1f I am etil
and that is that T will write up the Battalion History of al
nine campaigns in which we Fought.

" One thing in civilian Life, if we meet again, I want you to come

el

up and talk to me,even though I may not at first PECOINLRE YO,

and together we can dissuss the old times “? the Armmy, possibiy
over a cup of coffee or a glase of beer.

4

" Farewell and good luck to youw all’,
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; BOUND
the 443rd began its homeward trek two years and eight months after

it sailed from Norfolk with the Western Task Force for the invasion of
North Africa. It had besn in the assault waves of three amphibious in-

vasions and seversl asmphibiocus Flanking operations, fought through nine
p E~1

S v

maior campaigns and its personnel had aquitted themselves with distinc-
tien, The Battalion had fought with the Divisions that had sustained
the heaviest losses of all the eightv-eipght U.§, divisions that saw

o

¢
et 53,547 men, including 6,571 killed; the

2

action., The 3rd Division 1

¢

36th Division lost 26,718 men including 4,265 killed; and the lst Armored
Mivision suffered ©,4%8 cosuasltiss.
But except for the few individual transfers of some personnel whose early

g was expedited for compassionate reascns, most of the 443rdts

ghifred to the 034th AM Bn and spend several

a1 Salisbury, Fngland, Here, they helped
re-deploved from the Furopean to the Pacific
a close, the remaining 443rd

ania, crossing the Atlantic

1y envieioned.

&

a5 ofe ke
hey were atta-




GLOSSARY (OF TERMS [USED

AAd - Amtiagirveraft Arvtillery

Amminttion Trailer - A one ton, two wheeled trailer, used to transport
ammunition and other supplies.

Armphibious Net (Landing) - A heavy, rope net of hemp, over which men climb
dowm the side of a transport ship into small, landing craft.

AW - Automatic Weapons.

Beachhead - The area, beyond the shoreline, setized and under control of
an tnvading force, as it brings troops ashore and stockpilee sup-
rlies and equipment.

Bivouae - The temporary, fleld location of a military unit, when not in combat.

CA - Coast  Avtillery

Central Tracer Control - A vectangular, metal box, conmnected to Ad4d gun sights
Fiy a flexible steel cable. Bach of two mewn turns a small wheel that ad-
Juste the gun aights, through the flexible cable. Ong sets in estimated
tinal lead and the other sets in estimated horizontal lead. The gun-
then fix their sights on the target and begin fiving. {See lead).

A DLoavy grease, with which manufacturers pack guns prior to ship-
rrgvents rust Tut muet be removed before using gquns.

?ﬁFfiadg - A taptiecnl position, in which men and quiﬁment are not under
et enemy cbservation or line of fire, f{.e. Below a vidge, ete.

%
o

Term used to desoribe results of A4A firing at a plane. The 443rd
aimzd destruction only when a signed affadavit was secured from some-

0“£J not of the wnit making the elaim, ecertifying that he saw the plane
it Ej AdA fire and crvash, saw it depart in flames, or sqw the pilot

L out.

W i

Dichel = Aprabic term for Mownt ov Mountain.

Guw Fight - Aiming device to enable AAA gquwners to dirvect their fire at planes,
vehteles, fﬁrt5ffcatzons, dﬂg -in pogitions, or other targets. The 443rd
uged telescopic eights, initially, but when they were proven inadequate,

converted First to open sighte (forward avea sights) and eventually to
ring sights,

Gun=Track - Term deseribing the 443rd’s 7-28-F1 (as well as the subsequent,
modi fied models), half-tracks, with their muliiple qun mounts,

Hal feTrack - 4 military vehicle with wheels at the front and propelled by
tank treads at the vear. This contrasts with a tonk, vhich is a full-
tracked vehicle with protective armor.

OVF - Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel. Small boats designed to carrvy
troope and small vehicoles to an amphibious landing. Upon reaching
the beach, the front of the LOVP falls forward, creating a ramp to
the beach. Not designed for long voyages.

LEP = Londing Ship, Tuanl.  Larger, landing craft, designed to earry heavy
vehicles and peresonmel to amphibious landings over long distances.

& frowt vomp functions as desceribed for the LOVP.

LCT - Landing Craft, Infantry. Landing evaft desigmed for long trips and for

disembarking foot troops quickly, during an amphibious landing.Two

foot vamps, on each side of the ship's prow, are dropped to the beach
for Llanding infantry.

LT - Landing Ceaft, Tarnk. Smaller, landing craft than the LST, designed
to carry heavy vehicles and troops over mediunm distance to a landing.
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g digtance above or below, and ahead of a plane, an AAA gun

k vZa be fired, in order to compensate for the speed and di-
etion of the plane and the speed of the bullet or shell, and
neure thet the latter reaches the same point in space at the
he plaﬁe reaches 1t.

o]
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Prokably Deatroyed -  Term used to deseribe the results of ALA fiving

43rd elaimed probable destruction only when a
sae gecured from someone, not of the unit making
ying that he saw the plane Lit, by AAA fire, and
i heavy black smoke oy with the motor missing

v yards, to a target

gg and ngﬁpmmnt that move by their oum power
eing towed by another, Designated by (8P).

1fetely cnd guizkiu mobile (such as a towed qun).
LY q [ (=]

s protective, round hole, in which a man
i weapen.

atroative center of a military unit.

he logation of the wnit commander and his immediate

Aupinvg combat.

The acdvanced loeation of a wnit commpider and
wperations etaff during combat.

of a team of two or more cobsesrvers,
e movement.

bl

and equipment, organized to accomplish a

smored unit, organized to acsomplish a
ry misaion,

ﬂc?éf"‘f infantry regiment,

y wntt, consieting of o
Iiary unite.

combat forvees, between an army
atong and aquxilliaries.
wlier than a corps, but
Lzzijsz Usually consists
rroved div.}, and attached



Reg<ment - The major, tactical unit of a division. Divided into
three battalions, each with four companies (ov) batteries (in
artillery battalions). Commanders ave usually colonels.

Battalion - The major tactical unit of an infantry regiment. (See above).
It also may be a separate, tactical unit, not organic to the
division, which may be attached to a division during combat. i.e.
the 443rd. Commanders ave uesually lieutenant colonels.

Company - One of four, tactical unite into which an infantry battalion
1s divided. Company commanders are usually eaptains.

Battery - One of four, tactical wnits into which an artillery battalion
i divided. Battery commanders ave usually captains.

Platoon - One of the tactical sections (usually four) into which the
company (or battery) ie divided. Platoon commanders are usually
lieutenmrts.

Srad - The smallest, tastieal wnit inmto which a platoom may be divided.
Merber of men in a squad may vary from eight to twelve. Squad
comnmders are usually eergeants.

T=-88FE1 Gun Track
Defending Front
Line in Alsace.
Winter of 1944/45,

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Page 5 and following: When the French protectorates in North Africa gained thei
independence (Morocco in 1956, Algeria in 1962 and Tunisia in 1956), efforts we
made to reduce evidences of French influence. In Morocco, for example, currency
was changed from the French franc with 100 centimes to the Moroccan dirham with
100 centimes. The name of Port Lyautey was changed to Kenitra and that of Fedal
to Mohammedia. In Tunisia, the dinar, rather than the franc, became the unit of
currency, The town of Ferryville, on the southern shores of Lake Bizerte, is no
known as Menzel Bourgiba (Garden of Bourgiba), named after the country's first
and current president.

Page 33: Additional information indicates that when General Patton told Lt. Col.
Larson to, "make any changes you want to", General Ward turned at once to Larso
and said, " My Ordnance Section is at your disposal". The 1st Armored Division
Ordnance Section then took the lead in producing new sights while 443rd men com
pleted the task of adapting and installing them. During later campaigns, on the
continent, new sights were developed with three, concentric rings, each painted
a different color to correspond with the varying speeds of the three most commo
Luftwaffe attack planes.

Page 41: The 91,000 German prisoners, captured at Stalingrad, were all that re-
mained of the 300,000 men of General Paulus' Sixth Army. Only about 5,000 of
these prisoners ever returned to Germany after the war.



